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SUPPLEMENT 
TO THE 

Evangelical Magazi11e; 
FoR THE YEAR 1796. 

BIOGRAPHY. 

LIFE OF THE LA TE REV. DAVID BRAINERD, 
OF NEW-ENGLAND, 

MISSIO:llARY TO THE AMERICAN INDIANS, 

PART III. 

( From the commencement of his successful labours to tbe close 
of life.) 

LIKE the disciples of old, lvfr. Brainerd had been toiling 
hard, through a long dark 11ight, an<l had caught nothing; 

when it plea3ed the L0rd to appear and direct him where to 
cast the net for. a successful draught. For visiting several 
ministers in the province of New-Jersey, where he was for 
the recovery of his health, and hearing ofa few Indians in that 
province, at a place called 

C_ROSWEEKSUNG, 

he felt a strong impulse on his mind to invite them to partake 
of the blessings of the Gosptl. 

Here he arrived the 19th of June, 17H, and finding fouf 
women and eight children, he preached to them, and informed 
them of his willingness to visit them again the dayfollowing. 
They, feeling somewhat of the power of the word, and de­
sirous, like the Samaritan woman, that others might be par­
takers of the same blessing, travelled from ten to fifteen miles 
around to apprize their friends ot his intention; so that, on 
his return, he found an increased auditory, who .all heard 
wi-th remarkable attention. These inviting others, he had, 
in the course of one week, the pleasure of beini surroµnded 
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by a congregation of about forty persons. But what af­
forded him far superior delight, was the considerable concern 
they expressed for the safety of their souls, and the earnest 
and affectionate manner in which they requested him to preach 
twice a day, that they might gain as much instruction from 
him as possible. Though his constitution was exceedingly 
impaired by his lete exertions, and especially by lodging on 
the ground for several weeks together during his excur­
sion to Susquahannah, he could not resist their pressing so­
licitation, being. persuaded God had inclined them thus to 
inquire after the way of salvation. He had likewise the sa­
tisfaction to see the providence of God concu~ with their 
wishes in promoting this work; for while they were walking, 
in the interval of worship, at a little distance from the place 
where they daily assembled, they killed three deer, which 
proved a seasonable supply, without which they could. not 
have subsisted together, and attended on. the. means of grace, 
as many ef them were at a considerable distance from their 
own habitation, in a barren spot where it wu impossible for 
them to procure food. 

Having laboured among them for a fortnight, he was greatly 
amazed to see the degree of knowledge some of them had, 
attained; and thinking it his duty, as soon as health permitted, 
to revisit his own people, at the Forks of Delaware, about 
eighty miles distant, he left them, but with great reluctance; 
for, on taking leave, they earnestly besought him speedily to 
return, promising they would all meet and li\·e together 
during his continuance, and endeavour to collect the '.other 
Indians, who were more remotely situated, to- receive the 
benefit of his instructions. One told him, with m;;ny tears, 
" She wished God would change her heart;" another " that 
she wanted to find Christ;" arid ah old man, one of their 
chiefs, being in great distress of soul, wept bitterly. 

Returning again to the Indians at Delaware, and preaching' 
on the 14th of July, they shed many tears <luting the ser­
vice ; the Spirit of the Lord being evidently present, con-· 
vincing them of their sin and misery. A few days after, 
he L<lptizecl his interpreter and his wife, who were his first 
fruits among the heathen, and of whose experimental know­
ledge he had the dearest evidence. He likewise baptized 
their children, after the example of the Apostles, who, on 
a _profession of faith in those who • embraced Christianity, 
immediately administered the ordinance to them and thei,r 
hoasehohls, Then, giving them particular advice and direct-

ion, 
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ic;;n, he left them for awhile, and early in the month of Au­
gust renewed his visit to the little flock in New-Jersey. 

He was happy to find tnat the impressions, made on bis 
former visit to Croswceksung, were by no means effaced, as 
many of them were under deep concern for an interest in 
Christ. Without wiriting till the more remote Indians could 
be collected, he preached from Rev. xxii. 7.. to about twerity 
adults, and was enabled, he says, in a manner somewhat uncom­
mon, to set forth the Lord Jesus Christ, as a kind and compas­
sionate Saviour, inviting distressed and perishing sinners to 
accept everlasting mercy. The effect was surprising. They 
all discovered vehement longing of soul after Christ to save 
them from the misery they felt and feared. 

Being invited by a neighbouring minister to assist in the 
administration of the Lord ·s Supper the day following, he 
took the· Indians with him, who were much affected with what 
they saw and heard. A ch_ange in their manner began now 
to appear. In the evening they would not sup till they had 
sent nir him to· come and ask a blessing on their food ; and 
when he reminded them how, in times past, they had feasted 
in honour of devils, and neglected to give God thanks, 
they wept abundantly. 

The next day, in conclt1ding the public work, he parti­
cularly addressed himself to the Indians, who sat in a part of 
the house by themselves, and the Lord applied the word to 
them with power, so that he found them at night universally 
ii1~uiring what they sho11ld do to be saved, except one wo­
man, convinced under his preaching 1n June, who was set 
at liberty, and filled with the love of Christ. Their whole • 
conversation among themselves now turned on religious mat-

. ters; and so surprisingly tender were their consciences, that 
a few words about the concerns of their souls produced many 
tears and groans. 

The next morning, before they set out for their own 
pJace, he discoursed at the house where they lodged; and 
in the evening, on their return, he preached from , Joh:,, 
iv. 10. to fifty-five persons, forty of whom were caf>ab!e cf 
attending divine service with understanding. Great was their 
attention, and the divine influence was truly wonderful, 
Scarce three in the forty could refrain froi;n tears and bitter 
cries. They all, as one man, seemed in an agony of soul to 
obtain an interest in Christ. The more he represented th~ 
compassion of God, in sending his Son to suffer for the sins 
of men, and the more he invited them to partake of-his love, 
the more their distress was aggravated, because they felt 
• • themselvu 
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themselves un::11.lle to \;Orne. Two persons obtained relief 
and comfort on grounds which appc~red to be solid, rational, 
and scriptural. \Yhen hc- ,1skecl them what more they wished 
God to dn for them, now he had ·brought them into a state of 
joy and p::;1,e iii- be1ieving? they replied, " ther wanted 
Christ ro "ire their hearts quite clean." \Vhat he himself 
felt is better co1:ceived than, expressed. He stood rebuked 
for his former u 11 bel ie\·i ng fears, and tasted joy mingled with 
astonishment. "Surprisii1g," says he, " were now the do­
ings of tbi J.ord, tint I can say no less of tliis clay, and. I 
need say no more of it, than that the arm of the Lord was 
powerfully and marvellously rtwaled." 

Thr,s was ~n auspicious beginning, but it was only the 
morning of a glorious noon. For two days after, while he 
was preaching; with uncommon freedom to about sixty-five 
perrn:,s on the Gospel feast*, there was much visi~I~ con­
cern among them; but afterwards, when he spoke to those 
individuals w.horn he perceived to be· most distressed, the 
power of God seemed to descend upon the a·ssembly like a 
rushing-, mighty wind,• arid with an astonishing energy bore 
down ~i! hefore it. He stoocl amazed at the influence which 
seized tl.e an:lience, ancl could compare it to nothing_more 
aptly th:in tbe irresistible force of a mighty torrent or swell­
ing deluge, ,·.•hich, with an insupportable weight and pres­
sure, sweeps before it whatever is in its way. Almost all per­
sons, of whatever age, were bowed down with concern to­
gether; and scarre one was able lo/ withstand the shock of 
this surpri~in6 ope.r:ition. Ohl men and women, who had 
been drunken wretches for many years, and some little chil­
dren, not more th;in six or Se\·en years old, appeared in dis­
tress for· thei, souls, ~~ well as persons of middle age. The 
most stubborn hearts were now obliged to bend. ,A pri11-
cipal m:111 -amoug them, who j)efore was. secure and self. 
righ1ecus, because he knew more than the generality Qf the 
Jw!ians, now lamented his guilty state. Another man in 
ye;irs, who had been a murderer, a J>owow, or conjuror, ~ml 
a notori0t:rs dru11kard, was brought now to ory for mercy 
with many tea"S, ancl ~o compl;iin that he could be no more 
concerned though in so great d;inger, In every part ~f the 
house, and even out of doors, they were almost univers.ally 
praying aml crying for mercy; a11d numbers of t.hem could 
neither go nor stand : But none seemed to take notice of those 
al.Jou t them, but prayed as freely as if they had been every 

• Luke, xii•, 16---23. 
one 
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.one al~ne in the closest retirement. Their'c,oncern was pt!r­
f.ectly .rational._ Those who bad been awakened long before, 
..complained chie6y .of the badness of their hearts, and those 
newly awakened, of tbe badness of their lives and actions, 
Those who had 1.ately obtained relief, were filled with com­
fort, and seemed to rejoice in Christ .Jesus; and some of them 
taking their weeping friends by the bands, told them of the 
goodness of Christ, and the happine,s that is to be enjoyed in' 
him, and invited them to come to him and give up their hearts-. 
'Others, in,the most honest and unaff.,cted manner, were l1ft­
i11g up their eyes to heaven, as if crying former<:¥ for the dis­
tressed ones around them.---One remarkable instance must not 
be omitted: A young Indiirn womar!, who probably never so 
much as kn.ew she had a soul, called dt his lodging, and when 
he told her he intended presently to preach, laughed, and 
seemed to mock; but, before he concluded, she was so con­
vinced of her sin and misery,that she seemed like one pierced 
through ·with a dart, and cried out incessantly. She could 
l!either go, nor stand, nor sit, without being held up. After 
public service, she lay on the ground, praying for many hours 
together; and the burden of her prayer was, " Have mercy 
on me, and help me to give you my heart!" 

Such an eminent display of the power of God wils enough 
to convince an Atheist of the reality of his existence, and of 
the tri.1th and importance of his word . ., _ 

Notwithstanding his debilitated frame and great exertions 
• ~lu~ing the ~ix <lays he hacl been al ready there, he protracted 
his visit about three weeks longer, labouring like the husband~ 
·.man in the time of harvest, (atigued with rear1ii1g his precious 

.-ji-_aits, the ample recompence of all his toil. 
• His Indian hearers gradually increased, till their numbers 

.imounted to ninety-five. Whenever they met, a blessed in­
t)uence seemed to spread through the Nhole a~sertihly, and it 
was lovely to behold almost all of them affected at the same 
Jnotnent, either with joy in Christ, or with a deep contern to 
obtain an interest in him. Many of the white people, who 
came to laugh or revile, were pricked to the heart, and became 
lrnmble supplicants for mercy: For in most of his discourses 
he addressed himself to the consciences of these baptized hea·­
thens, and frequently pre;iched entii-ely to them here and a't 
Dt'laware. 
• The harvest being come, ,vhen the tndians arr fo11ncl at 
home, he resolved once· more to carry the glad tirlings 
fJf s11lvation among the numerous tfibes aton·g the baiiks of 
the _S11sq11abam1<1l>; and having discourse<! to his r.ew cou-

VoL, IV. 4 f verts 
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verts on the nature, obligations, and privilege of baptism, 
on the z5th of August he publicly baptized fifteen adults and 
ten chil<lr<'n. Two sermons were prenched hy him on the 
soletr.n occasion, when multitud-es of w/.Jile people attended, 
whose conduct so depre5sed his spirits, that he could hardly 
go on in his work; fo:- scort's of then:i were gazing ancl walk­
ing about, and behaving with more indecency than any of the 
heathen he had ever addressed, exhibiting an awful reverse to 
the serious attention of the poor Indians. 
' The day foHowing, before his departure, he preached on 
the durable nature oi the consolations Christ bestows, in acer­
tain degree, on his people here, and which, will speedily be 
completed in heaven. The whole congregation ·was moved; 
and many of them, feeling their hearts burn with affection, be­
came earnestly desirous of the enjoyment of Christ, and a 
state of perfect purity. Two weary and heavy-laden souls 
found deliverance t and an old Indian, who all his days. had 
been an obstinate idolater, was constrained to give tip his 
r.ittles, used for music in their idolatrous dances, to the Ch-rist­
ian Indians, who quickly destroyed them. 

Now, taking an affectionate leave of them f9r the pre­
,ent, and intimating how necessary it was the Spirit_ofGod 
should go with him, without which nothing could be done 
among their brethren to any good purpose, he asked, if they 
would spend the remainder Qt' the lhiy in prayer for him, that 
God would succeed his endeavours ? They cheerfully com­
plied; and, leaving them about an hour before sun-set, they 
continued praying till break of day with such earnestt1es11, 
that they were not aware it was later than their usual time to 
retire to rest, when the morning star appeared. 

On his journey he ~top:ped a fow days, and preached at the 
Forks of Delaware, where the word was attel)ded with greater 
power than usual. Many were seized with surprise and con­
cern; some wept, and others cried out in an affecting manner, 
When he asked one, who had obtained comfort, why he now 
cried? he replied, "When he thought how Christ was slain 
like a lamb, and spilt his blood for sinners, he could not help 
crying, even when he was alone." Then, addressing his wife, 
who had likewise received consolation, he asked, why she 
wept? she a:1swerecl, "Because the Indians here would 
not come to Christ as well as those at Crosweehs1111g." Se­
veral white people were also awakened, or at least startled, 
5eeing the power of God so prevalent among the Indiaps. 

Opposition now appeared. Those who were uorn after the 
fiesh began to persecute those who were born after the Spirit, 

· • Spmtt 
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Some of tJie lnclians who--hacl alwavs refused to hear him 
preach, enra_ged against those who aitended his ministry, re• 
viled them, and scoffed bitterly at Christianity. 

Leaving them on the 9th of September, he prosecuted his 
journey; and probably after the l.,lessed scene he had lately 
witnessed, nis expectation of doing- good was highly raised. 
But the wind bloweth whete it I isteth ; sovereignty presidea 
in the dispensation of mercy. Though he preached the same 
d'Jctrine at Sb,111moki11g and Jxnea11t11, two of their principal 
places, no apparent g·ood was produced, except that in the 
former place a cong-r-egation of fifty heard him with atten­
tion, and desired to l.,e fu,ther in~tructed. In the latter, hi~ 
repeated efforts to collect them together to hear were fruit­
less; the ill example of nominal Christians, who, for the sake 
of gain, supply them with spirituous liquors, and· practise on 
them all_ manner of fraud, had filler.! them with an unco.o­
q uerable prejudice. 

Fatigued an\! depressed, he returned to Delaware about 
the latter end of the month, preached to his people on· Tues­
day the first of October, -and invited them: to accompany ot 
follow him to Croswreks1(nif, where:he preached 'on the sa.:. 
turday, soon after his arrival, .and found the·same divine in­
fluence on the assembly as· they had formerly experienced. 
Moved at the sight, he pat11etically exclaimed, 11 0 ! what t 
difference between these and the Indians I lately treatetl with. 
on $usg11abannab ! To !le with tbent seemed like being ba-
11isbed from God and all h"is people; to be with tbest like be­
ing admitted into his family, a11d to the enjoymen_t of his·di­
vine presence." • • • • 

During the three services, on t-he next day, the same power 
was felt, and0the most desirable affection discovered in the­
people. Scarce a l1ry eye was to be seen among them; yet 
there was nothing boisterous, or unseemly ; nothing that 
tended to disturb the public worship, uut rather to encou­
rage and excite a Christ;an ar~our and spirit of devotion. 

Having been ordained in the month of June, in the pre­
ceding year, he was obliged to 'attend with the rest of the 
Presbytery at East-Hampton, Long-Island, to.assist and ad­
vise in settling an important affair in that church. Bu,t he 
returned, in about a fortnight, to these affectionate Indians, 
and spent the most part of the short remainder of his l_ife 
among them; l:.houring occasionally in the neighbouring 
churches, particularly in assisti11g at the administration of 
the sacrament; and making a short excursion, in the ensuing 
spring, to Del..w11re, witb six of the most judicjous and sc-

4 Fi rioua 
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rious of his conv~rts, in hopes that those, whose hearts r1ad • 
been obdurate under his instruction, might be w~n to Christ 
by their holy lives and heavenly convers-ation---a piotts stra­
~agem, which h:id a good effect, and induced some of the best 
d_isposed to settle at Cros70ccks1111g. 

Didr our limits permit, it would be pleasing to detail all the 
blessed effects of his ministry, as he seldom preached but 
some were awakened, or .set at liber,ty, and others abundantly' 
refreshed. Though the influences of the Spirit of God 011 

their assemblies were generally remarkable, yet there. were 
some peculfar.seasons of grace, when the impressions. ma<li 
~ere very extraordinary; parti!;uJ;:. ly on the_ 29,th of De­
cember, af.teti he had been preaching on the New Birth, a 
number of w~ite people from the neighbouring towns, being 
present, as, '!Vas 4snal on the sabbath, who as, well as the In­
dians listenep ~v.ith earn_est,a(!ention, llttering heavy sighs. 
Service being ended, several followed him to his house with 
t_ears in their eyes, inquiring wha~ they should do tp_be saved, 
What he s.poke w_as set home on their consciences in· such a 
manner, that the, house wa~ soon filled-with sighs,and groans. 
The alarrp, spread : All floc,ked tog~ther, and were seized 
witb unive;rs~I ~Q.!Jqern. It appeared as if Goel had bowed 
the heavens,, aIJll:i.ome down, Old and young, carele'ls and 
pr9farie,. as we)J_ a,s the serio1,1s, and d~vout, became thll, sub­
j~ct~ of tJ:ii,s PA"'.erful infiµe.n:ce. , S.ome delivered from the 
fear of wrath to:come w~r~ Qlled with lov,e a.nd __ pra.ise; other& 
w~.re i;ej9icing to,se.e, so ~any striving, ta enter in at the strait 
~ti;, anq endeavoured,, I;,y_ their exho,rtations, to. push. them· 
forward; while others, with down.cast looks, like c.ondemned 
~lefactors, were drowned in t~ars. Such joy unsP,eakable, 
ai:id anguish inexpressible, appeared in their countenances 
that it seemed like the final d-ay of account, or a mixture of 
heaven aptlJ,.ell. In these solemn cirruinstances he continued 
addressing tl1e_m, in\fivitlually or ~ollectively, from haJt:past 
eleven in the forenoon, till after. s~ven in the e,vening, wltla 
hardly half a11 hptq's iutermission. 

The ma11ner in_ which this work of God was begun and· 
carried on deserves ~otic-e. For it was not by the te.n·or of 
tbe /.;:w, but by preaching Cbrist cr11cijied, that these striking 
conversions were effected : And, Oil these occasions# what-, 
ever text he ,took_,..h[:. miud was led away from every pre~ 
vious arrangement, to set forth the dying love of the Lord 
Jesus, and the int>stim:ible blessing.s of his s_;rlvation. As fast 
.is the Indians came from remote places, the influence ot the 
Holy Ghost fell 4?0We,rfuUy e-11 the1u, and tbey becume subject.'-1 

' u{ 
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of grace without being previously prepared by any systemati­
@al views of the truth of the Scriptures, or the being and per~ 
fections of God. It is likewise remarbble, tha-t they who were 
flrst convinced of sin, ·were the first who rereived comfort • 
and a_s their 'sorrows under com·iction were pies,ing, so their. 
joy afterward was proportwnahly gre-,it; but it had nothing in it 
.flighty or e11th,isiastir:--~oo1 the contraFy, 1t was accompanied· 
with humility -ahch:ontritron of'spirit, they themselves being 
sttrpnscd'; as some of them obsen·ed to him, that even, «when 
their hea1;ts we're glad;'th~y could not help crying." Nor couhl 

• th~ attempts of the white people to terrify or prejudice· the 
Indians i,npede t-he woi-k, though they artfully prnpagined 
a- thousand vile ieports respecting \fr. Brainerd and his in• 
tentions,• and ad-decf'nie1iaces to malignJnt falsehoods. 

In the course of<eleven months he baptized seventy-seven 
lndi11ns, 'thirty-eight' of whom were adults; at the same -time 
he informs us, ,, theTe -.i,ere many others of sufficient- know~­
Jedge and seriousness· to rend.:!r them proper subject-s of liap--:· 
tism." But he deferred the onlimrnce till the evidences of a 
saving change &holild:be· irrdutiitahle;_ fe-aring that a'. scandal' 
Won Id be brodglit· Oft the Christian profession, if an)' o_ne that 
had been baptized· shoLild relapse to hi~ former idolatry. 
, He instih1te<l a school· under the care of a very· godFy per~ 

S8n, who taught from thirty· to· forty children in the d;ry, • 
and· frequently hear t\\;enty grown persons in the. evening~ 
The thildi•en were·soon 11llle to read the Pfolms" and New 
Testament,·:md to repeat t11e-Assembly's Shorter Catechism~ 
Persuaded that a systematital arrnngement'is best adapted to 

• improve tht- mind, he frequently catechized·young and old; 
and hiJ lectures were often attended with peculiar benefit. 

011 the 24th of Mar,·h, 17+6, he numbered the Indians, to 
see how many souls God h::id collected to re~ide there, and 
found they amounted to one hundred and·_fifty, though at hi9 
first coming the whole number did not exceed ten. And a9 

their ,ubsistence depencled principally on hunting, ,v!Jich 
<lbliged them freque11tly to be absent, a1tcl exposed them. to," 

mrny temptation~; ar:d as it was highly probable, from tlre­
multitndes· who flocked from all parts to hear the word o~ 
1ife, that thf!y would still greatly increase, if their situatiolT 
and manner or1ifl' did not render it impossible for a large m1111_. 
ber to be as_sociated together; he perceh·ed how absolutely 
imp-ortant 1t was, that th·ey sholl1d be. acquainted with hus­
bandry, and able to raise·the necessaries and comforts of life 
among themselves. He; therefore, advised 1:hem to re.move 
frem their 5lr_eli~nt:barren- spot to 'a plac.e.au_ou't fifteen mile9'· 

dist.:c•1t, 
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distant, and to clear a1Hl clll1iv,1te the lands, and ht1ild '<I lit .. 
rle town, wh.ere they might live compactly aacl comfortably 
tggether, and regu1arly attend the worship of God. He lived 
to see these things accomplished, nnd a flourishing chu1 eh of 
Christ established, to whom he administered the ordinances 
of the Gospel, eating and drinking with th,em in commemo­
ration of the death of their common Lord,• and performing' 
all the endearing offices of a pastor and father in Christ. 

In th-e winter of J 746, the decay of nature, accelerated by. 
the tedious journey his-zeal prompted him·again to make to the 
Susquaba11nab Indians, interrupted his laJioriou_s exercises. For 
four months together he was laici tip at Elizabel h-town, two 
miles from Cranberry, where IJis Indians resided. But reco­
vering a little, he rode to the,n on the 18th,of March, li47, 
and,after singing and expounding a. psalm, j)Tayedwith them: 
And this was the last interview he ever· hacl with his people; 
Soon after, by the advice of his fr'.ends, he set out ou a jour­
ney for New-England, hoping his heal.th might yet be re­
covered by a change of air and riding. But it pleased ·God, 
who approved and prospered the works of his hands, and pi­
tied the complicated infirmities of his suffering child, to take 
him to himself, in that better world, wher.e "the inhabitant 
shall no more say, I am sick;" for on the. 9th of October, 1747, 
aftar he had long languishecl ·on a bed of sickness, at North~ 
ampton, in_ New-E.ngland, during .Vl;hich he frequently expe­
rienced strong consolation, he departed this life, surround_ed 
by affecticrnate friends, among whom was his· brother .Tohn,' 
who succeeded him in his mission and pastoral office, and ~·ho 
refreshed him, in his dying moinents, by the rec-eut tidiug-s he 
brought to him from his dear Indians. 

~..,....,,,.....,...,..,...,...,...,...,,,.,..,.. 

A CONVERSION. 

l\.fR. EDITOR, 

I THOUGHT the following concise acco11nt of a circum­
stance, which has transpired under my immediate notice, 

would not be unaccept,ib)e to tho~e of your readers, who, be• 
ing thel)lselves the s1,hjects ofa gracious work of God's Spi- • 
rit, delight to contemplate its commencement and progress in 
others. 

A man, who is the father of a very numerous family, had 
been accustomed, a-s the m~jor part of labouri11g people are, 
to a loose, disorderly, intern pirate way oflivi~1g. His tongue 
was inured to. bl.1splremy, and his conduct unrejtrained. For 

some 




