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BIOGRAPHY.

LIFE OF THE LATE REV. DAVID BRAINERD,
OF NEW-ENGLAND, '

MISSIONARY TO THE AMERICAN INDIANS,

PART IIL

(From the commencement of bis successful labours to the close.

of life.)

LIKE the disciples of old, Mr. Brainerd had been toiling

hard, through along dark night, and had caught nothing;
when it pleased the Lord to appear and direct him where to
cast the net for.a successful draught. For visiting several
ministers in the province of New-Jersey, where he was for
the recovery of his health, and hearing of a few Indians in that
province, at a place called

CROSWEEKSUNG,

he felt a strong impulse on his mind to invite them to partake
of the blessings of the Gospel.

Here he arrived the 1gth of June, 1745, and finding four
women and eight children, he preached to them, and informed
them of his willingness to visit them again the day following.
‘They, feeling somewhat of the power of the word, and de-
sirous, like the Samaritan woman, that others might be par-
takers of the same blessing, travelled from ten to fifteen miles
around to apprize their friends of his intention; so that, on
his return, he found an increased auditory, who all heard
with remarkable attention, These inviting others, he had,
in the course of one week, the pleasure of being surrounded
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5§30 LIFE OF THE LATE REV. D. BRAINERD.

by a congregation of about forty persons. But what af-
forded him far superior delight, was the considerable concern
they expressed for the safety of their souls, and the earnest
and affectionate manner in which they requestedhim to preach
twice a day, that they might gain as much instruction from
him as possible. Though his constitution was exceedingly
impaired by his late exertions, and especially by lodging on
thé ground for several weeks together during his excur-
sion to Susquahannah, he could not resist their pressing so-
licitation, Leing. persuaded God had inclined them thus to
inquire after the way of salvation. He had likewise the sa-
tisfaction to see the providence of God cencur with their
wishes in promoting this work; for while they were walking,
in the interval of worship, at a little distance from the place
where they daily assembled, they killed three deer, which
proved a seasonable supply, without which they conld. not
have subsisted together, and attended on the means of grace,
as many of them were at a considerable distance from their
own habitation, in a barren spot where it was impossible for
them to procure food.

Having laboured among them for afortnight, he was greatly
amazed to see the degree of knowledge some of them had;
attained ; and thinking it his duty, as soon as health permitted,
to revisit his own people, at the Forks of Delaware, about
eighty miles distant, he left them, but with great reluctance ;
for, on taking leave, they earnestly besought him speedily to
return, promising they would all meet and live together
during his continuance, and endeavour to collect the “other
Indians, who were more remotely situated, to receive the
benefit of his instructions. One told him, with many tears,
« She wished God would change her heart;” another « that
she wanted to find Christ;”” and an old man, one of their
chiefs, being in great distress of soul, wept bitterly. ‘

Returning again to the Indians at Delaware, and preaching’
on the 14th of July, they shed many tears duting the ser-
vice ; the Spirit of the Lord being evidently present, con--
vincing them of their sin and misery. A few days after,
he Laptized his interpreter and his wife, who were his first
fruits among the heathen, and of whose experimental knf)W—
ledge he had the clearest evidence. He likewise baptized
their children, after the example of the Apostles, wh.o,‘on
a profession of faith in those who " embraced Christxamty,
immediately administered the ordinance to them and their

hoaseholds. Then, giving them particular advice and dirgct-’ :
: ien,
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ion, he left them for awhile, and early in the month of Au-
gust renewed his visit to the little flock in New-Jersey.

He was happy to find that the impressions, made on his
former visit to Crosweeksung, were by no means effaced, as
many of them were under deep concern for an interest in
Christ. Without wditing till the more remote lndians could
be collected, he preached from Rev. xxii. 7. to about twenty
adults, and was enabled, he says, in a manner somewhat uncom-
mon, toset forth the Lord Jesus Christ, as a kind and compas-
sionate Saviour, inviting distressed and perishing sinners to
accept everlasting mercy. The effect was surprising. They
all discovered vehement longing of soul after Christ to save
them from the misery they felt and feared.

Being invited by a neighbouring minister to assist in the
administration of the Lord's Supper the day following, he
took the Indians with him, who were much affected with what
they saw and heard. A change in their manner began now
to appear. In the evening they would not sup till they had
sent fir him to come and ask a blessing on their food ; and
when he reminded them how, in times past, they had feasted
in honour of devils, and neglected to give God thanks,
they wept abundantly.

The next day, in concluding the public work, he parti-
cularly addressed himself to the Indians, who sat in a part of
the house by themselves, and the Lord applied the word to
them with power, so that he found them at night universally
inquiring what they should do to be saved, except one wo-
man, convinced under his preaching in June, who was set
at liberty, and filled with the love of Christ. Their whole"
conversation among themselves now turned on religious mat-

_ters; and so surprisingly tender were their consciences, that
a few words about the concerns of their souls produced many
tears and groans. ,

The next morning, before they set out for their own
place, he discoursed at the house where they lodged; and
in the evening, on their return, he preached from 1 Johu,
iv. 10. to fifty-five persons, forty of whom were capable cf
attending divine service withunderstanding. Great was their
attention, and the divine influence was truly wonderful,
Scarce three in the forty could refrain from tears and bitter
cries. ‘They all, as one man, seemed in an agony of soul to.
obtain an interest in Christ. The more he represented the
compassion of God, in sending his Son to suffer for the sins
of men, and the more-he invited them to partake of his love,
the more their distress was aggravated, because they felt
' ’ themselves
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themselves unable to gome. Two persens obtained reljef
and comfort on grounds which appeared to be solid, ratiotial,
and scriptural.  When he asked them what more they wished
God to do for themn, now he had brought them into a state of
Joy and peace in believing? they replied, ¢ they wanted
Christ to wipe their hearts quite clean.”” What he himself
felt is Detter conceived than expressed. He stood rebuked
for his former unbelieving fears, and tasted joy mingled with
astonishment. ¢ Surprising,”” says he, ¢« were now the do-
ings of bz Lord, that 1 can é‘a'y no less of this day, and I
need say no more of it, than that the arm of the Lord was
powerfully and marvellously revealed.” '
This was an auspicious beginning, but it was only the
morning of a glorious noon. For two days after, while he
was preaching with uncommon freedom to about sixty-five
persons on the Gospel feast *, there was much visiple con-
cern among them ; but afterwards, when he spoke to those
individuals whom he perceived to be most distressed, the
power of Ged seemed to descend upon the assembly like a
rushing, mighty wind, and with 4n astonishing energy bore
down 2i! before it. e stood amazed at the influence which
seized the aundience, and could compare it to nothing more
aptly than the irresistible force of a mighty torrent or swell-
ing deluge, which, with an insupportable weight and pres-
sure, sweeps before it whatever is in its way. Almost all per-~
sons, of whatever age, were bowed down with concern to-
gether; and scarce one was able to”withstand the shock of
this surprising operation. Old men and women, who had
been drurken wretehes for many years, and some little chil-
dren, not more than six or seven years old, appeared in dis-
tress for their souls, as well as persons of middle age. The
most stubborn hearts were now obliged to bend. A priu-
cipal man ~amoug them, who before was_secure and self-
rightecus, because he knew more than the generality of the
Indians, now lamented his guilty state. Another man in
years, who had been a murderer, a powow, or conjuror, and
a notorieus drnnkard, was brought now to ory for mercy
with many tears, and to complain that he could be no more
concerned though in so great danger, 1In every part of the
house, and even cut of doors, they were almost universally
praying and crying for mercy ; and numbers of them could
neither go norstand : But none seemed to take notice of those
about them, but prayed as freely as if they had been every

¢ Luke, xiv, 16---23.
. one
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one alone in the closest retirement. Their concern was per-
fectly rationtal. . Those who had been awakened long before,
«complained chleﬂy of the badness of their bearts, and those
newly awakened, of the badness of their lives and actions.

Those who had ]ately obtained relief, were filled with com-
fort, and seemed to rejoice in Christ Jesus ; and some of them
takmcr their weeping friends by the hands, told them of the
goodness of Chirist, and the happiness that is to be enjoyed in
.hlm, and invited them to cometo him and give up their hearts.
‘Others, in.the most honest and unaffected manner, were lift-
ing up their eyes to heaven, as if crying for mercy for the dis-
tressed ones around them.---One remarkable instance must not
be omitted: A young Indian woman, who probably never s¢
much as knew she had a soul, called at his lodging, and when
he told her he intended presently to preach, lavghed, and
seemed to mock; but, before he concluded, she was so con-
vinced of her sin and misery,that she seemed like one pierced
through ‘with a dart, and cried out incessantly. She could
neither go, nor stand, nor sit, without being held up. Aftev
public service, she lay on the ground, praying for many hours
together; and the burden of her prayer was, ¢« Have mercy
on me, and help me to give you my heart!”

Such an emjnent display of the power of God was enough
‘to convince an Atheist of the reality of his existence, and of
the truth and importance of his word. . |

Notwithstanding his debilitated frame and great exertions
‘during the six days he had been already there, he protracted
his visit about three weeks longer, labouring like the husband-
yman in the time of harvest, fatigued with reaping his precious

-$¥dlits, the ample recompence of all his toil.

" His Indian hearers gradually increased, till their numbers
amounted to ninety-five. Whenever they met, a blessed in-
fluence seemed to spread through the ~shole assembly, and it
was lovely to behold almost all of them affected 4t the same
jnoment, either with joy in Christ, or with a deep conteérn to
obtain an interest in him. Many of the wbhite people, who
came to laugh or revile, were pricked to the heart, and became
humble supplicants for mercy : Forin most of his discourses
he addressed himself to the consciences of these baptized hea-
thens, and frequently preached entiiely to them here and at
Declaware. )

The harvest being come, when the fndians are found at
home, lie resolved once more to carry the glad tidings
of salvation among the numerous tfibes along the baiks of
the Susquabannab ; and having discoursed to his new con-

Yor. 1V. 4 F verts
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verts on the nature, obligations, and privilege of baptism,
on the 25th of August he publicly baptized fifteen alults and
ten children. Two sermons were preached by him on the
soleinn occasion, when multitudes of whife people attended,

whose conduct so depressed his spirits,. that he could hardly
go on in his work; for scores of them were gazing and walk-
ing about, and behaving with more indecency than any of the
heathen he had ever addressed, exhibiting an awful reverse to
the serious attention of the poor Indians.

© The day following, before his departure, he preached on
the durable nature oi the consolations Christ bestows, in a cer-
tain degree, on his people here, and which will speedily be
completed in heaven. The whole congregatian -was moved ;
and many aof them, feeling their hearts burn with affectian, be-
came earnestly desirous of the enjoyment of Christ, and a
state of perfect purity. Two weary and heavy-laden souls
found deliverance? and an old Indian, who all his days . bad
been an obstinate idolater, was constrained to give up his
rattles, used for music in theiridolatrous dances,to the Christ-
ian Indians, who quickly destroyed them.

Now, taking an affectionate leave of them for the pre-
¢ent, and intimating how necessary it was the Spirit.of God
should go with him, without which nething could be done
among their brethren to any good purpose, he asked, if they
would spend the remainder of the day in prayer for him, that
God would succeed his endeavours? They cheerfully com-
plied ; and, ]e:lving them about an hour before sun-set, they
continued praying till break of day with such earnestness,
that they were not aware it was later than their usual time to
retire to rest, when the morning star appeared.

On his journey he stopped a few days, and preached at the
Forks of Delaware, where the word was attended with greater
power than usual. Many were seized with surprise and con-
cern; some wept, and others cried out in an affecting manner.
When he asked one, who had obtained comfort, why he now
cried ? he replied, «“ When he thought how Christ was slain
like a lamb, and spilt his blood for sinners, he could not help
crying, even when he was alone.”” Then, addressing his wife,
who had likewise received consolation, he asked, why she
wept ? she answered, « Because the Indians here would
not come to Christ as well as those at Croswecksung.” Se-
veral white people were also awakened, or at least startled,
seeing the power of God so prevalent among the Indians.

Opposition now appeared. Those who were born after the
flesh began to pelsecule those who were born after the Spirit,

Spme
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Some of the Indians who-had always refused to hear him
preach, enraged against those who attended his ministry, re-
viled them, and scoffed bitterly at Christiamty.

Leaving them on the gth of September, he prosecuted his
Jjourney ; and probably after the blessed scene he had lately
witnessed, his expectation of doing good was highly raised.
But the wind bloweth where it hsteth ; sovereignty presxdes
in the dispensation of mercy. Though he preached thé same
doctrine at Shawmoking and Funeauta, two of their principal
places, no apparent good was produced, except that in the
former place a congregation of fifty heard him with atten-
tion, and desired to be fusther instructed. In the latter, his
repeated efforts to collect them togetlter to hear were fruit-
less ; ‘the ill example of naminal Christians, who, for the sake
of gain, supply them with spirituous liguors; and practise on
them all manner of fraud had filled them wnh an uncoam-
querable prejudice. ‘

Fatigued and depressed, he returned to Dela‘ware about
the latter end of the month, preached to his pedpiie on- Tues-
day the first of October, -and mvnted them- to actoimpany or
follow him to Creswecksung, where'he preached on the Sa-
turday, soon after his arrival, and found the'same divine in-
fluence on the assembly as they had formerly experienced.
Moved at the sight, he pathetically exclaimed, « O! what 4
difference between these and the Indians I Iately treated with,
on Susquabannab ! To be with them seemed like being ba-
nished from God and all his pecple; to be with these like be-
mg admitted into his tamx]y, and to the enjoyment of hns dl-
vine presence.’” S0

During the three services, on the next day, the same power
was felt, and-the most desirable affection discovered in the
people. Scarce a dry eye was-to be seen among them ; yet
there was unothing boisterous, or unseemly ; nothing that
tended to disturb the public worship, but rather te encou-
rage and excite a Christian ardour and spirit of devotion.

Having been ordained in the month of June, in the pre-
ceding year, he was obliged to ‘attend with the rest of the
Presbytery at East-Hampton, Long-Island, to assist and ad-
vise in settling an important affair in that church. But he
returned, in about a fortnight, to these afféctionate Indians,
and spent the most part of the short remainder of his life
among them ; labouring occasionally in the neighbouring
churches, particilarly in assisting at the administration of
the sacrament; and making a short excursion, in the ensuing
spring, to Deluwure, with six of the most judicious and se-

4Fz2 rious
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rious of his converts, in hopes that those, whose liearts had
been obdurate under his instruction, might be won to Christ

by their holy lives and heavenly conversation---a pious stra-

tagem, which had a good effect, and induced some of the best

disposed to settle at Crosgoccksung.

" Did, our limits permit, it would be pleasing to detail all the
blessed effects of his ministry, as he seldom preached but
some were awakened, or set at liberty, and others abundantly
refreshed. Though the influences of the Spirit of God on
their assemblies were generally remarkable, yet there were
some peculiar seasons of grace, when the impressions mad:
were very extraordinary; particulz.ly on the. 29th, of De-
cember, afte; he had been preaching on the New Birth, a
number of white people from the neighbouring towns, being
present, as, was usual on the sabbath, who as, well as the In-
dians listened- with earnest attention, uttering heavy sighs.
Service being ended, several followed him to his house with
tears in their eyes, inquiring whaz they should do to be saved.
‘What he spoke was set home on their consciences in such a
manner, that the house was soon filled-with sighsand groans.
The alarm spread: All flocked together, and-were seized
with universal cogcern. It appeared as if God had bowed
the heavens, and.come down, Old-and young, careless and
profane, as well as the serious and: devout, became the: sub-
jects of this _pawegful influence. .Some delivered fram the
fear of wrath to,come were filled with love and praise; others
were rejoicing to see so many striving to enter in at the strait
gate, and endeavoured, by their exhortations, to push. them
forward ; while others, with downcast looks, like condemned
malefactors, were drowned in tears. Such joy unspeakable,
and anguish inexpressible, appeared in their countenances
that it seemed like the final day of account, ora mixture of
heaven and hell. 1nthese solemn circumstances he continued
addressing them, individually or collectively, from half-past
eleven in the forenoon, till after. seven in the evening, with
hardly balf an hous’s iutermission.

The manner in which this work of Ged was begun and
carried on deserves notice. ‘Forit was not by the terror of
the law, but by preaching Christ crucified, that these striking
conversions were effected : And, on these occasions, what-.
ever text he took, his mind was led away from every pre-
vious arrangement, to set forth the dying love eof the: Lord
Jesus, and the inestimable blessings of his salvatien. Asfast
as the Indians came from remote places, the influence of: the
Holy Ghost fell powerfully on them, and they became Sub.jECL:.
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of grace without being previously prepared by any systemati-
cal views of the truth of the Scriptnres, or the being and per-
fections of God. It is likewise remarkable, that they who were
flrst conv inced of sim, were the first who received comfort ;
and as their sorrows under conviction were pressing, so their .
Joy afterward was proportionably great; but ithad nothingin if
Slighty or enthiisiastic---on the contrary, it was accompamed
with humility dhd-contrition of *spirit, they themselves being
surprised; as somé of them observed to him, that even, “when
‘their hearts we're glad; ‘they couldnot help crying.” Nor could
" the attempts of the white people to terrify or prejudice: the
Indians impede the work, though they artfully propagat‘ed
a thousand vile Jeports respecting Mr. Brainerd and his in=
tentions, and added ‘menaces to malignant falsehoods.

In the course ofeleven months he baptized Qeventy seven
Indians, thirty- -eight’ of whom were adults; at the same time
he informs us, i< there were many others of sufficient know

. ledge and seriousness to render them proper subjects of bap"
tism.””  But he deferred the ordinance till thé evidences of a
saving change should be- indubitable;; fearing that a- scandal
would be brought on-thie Christian profession, if any one that
tiad been baptized should relapse to hisformer idolatry.

. He instituted a school under the care of a very’ godly pers
sen, who taught from thirty to’'forty children in the day, -
and- frequently near twenty grown persons in the evening:
The: children were'soon able to read the PYzlms ind New
Testament,and to répeat the-Assembly’s Shorter Catechism,
Persuaded that a systematical zrrangement'is best adapted to

"improve the mind, he frequently catechized young and old;
and his lectures were often attended with peculiar Uenefit.

On the 24th of Mareh, 1746, he numbered the Indiaus, to
sce how many souls God had collected fo reside there, and
found they amounted to one hundred and:fifty, though at his
first coming the whole number did not exceed ten. Andas
their subsistence depeuded principally on hunting, wlhich
obliged them frequently to be absent, ard exposed them.to’
muny temptations; aud as it was highly probable, from tlrer
multitndes whio ftocked from all parts to hear the word of
life, that thay would still greatly increase, if their sitnation.
and maunner oflife did ot render it impossible for alarge nomy-"
ber to be associated together; he perceived how absolutely
important it was, that. they should be acquainted with hus-
bandry, and able to raise the necessaries and comforts of life
among themselves. He, thercfore, advised them to remove
frem their presentbarren spot to 3 place.about ﬁfu:end miles:

istzat,
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distant, and to clear and cultivate the lands, and build a lits
tle town, where they might live compactly and comfortably
together, and regularly attend the worship of God. He lived
to see these things accomplished, and a flourishing chuich of
Chuist established, to whom he administered the ordinances
of the Gospel, eating and drinking with them in commemo-
ration of the death of their common Lord, and performing
all the endearing offices of a pastor and father in Christ.

In the winter of 1746, the decay of nature, accelerated by.
the tedious journey his zeal prompted him-again to make to the
Susquabannab Indians, interrupted his laborious exercises. For
four months together he was laid up at. Elizabe(h-town, two
miles from Cranberry, where bis Indians vesided, But reco-
vering a little, he rode to them on the 18th of March, 1747,
and after singing and expounding a psalm, praved with them :
And this was the last interview he ever had with his people.’
Saon after, by the advice of his friends, he set out on-a jour-
ney for New-England, hoping his health might yet be re-
covered by a change of air and riding. But it pleased God,
who approved and prospered the works of his hands, and pi-
tied the complicated infirmities of his suffering child, to take
him to himself, in that better world, where ¢ the inhabitant
shall no more say, I am sick;”’ for on the gth of October, 1747,
after he had long languished on a bed of sickness, at North-.
ampton, in New-England, during which he frequently expe-
rienced strong consolation, he departed this life, surrounded
by affectionate friends, among whom was his brother John,
who succeeded him in his mission and pastoral ofiice, and who
refreshed him, in his dying moments, by the receut tidings he
brought to him from his dear Indians.

o g¥ o o W W e

A CONVERSION.

M=r. Ep1TOR,

THOUGHT the. following concise account of a circum-

stance, which has transpired under my immediate notice,
would not'be unacceptable to those of your readers, who, be-
ing themselves the subjects of a gracious work of God's Spﬁ-'
rit, delight to contemplate its commencement and progress in
others.

A man, who is the father of a very numerous family, had
been accustomed, as the major part of labouring people are,
to a loose, disorderly, intempaerate way of living. - Iis tongue

was inured to blaspliemy, and his conduct unrestrained. For
some





