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Evangelical Magazine, 
FoR SEPTEMBER, 1796 • 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 

Lukewarmness is the best natural, but the worst spiritual 
temper a man can be in. ' 

To ~eader g_?od for evil, is God-like; to render good for 
good, 1s man-like; to render evil for evil is beast-like • to 
render evil fol' good, is devil-like. ' _ ' 
_ Four things _ the Christian should especially labour after--­
to be humble and tha,nkful, watchful and cheerful. 

lf ,ve would not fall int_o things unlawful, we must some-
times deny ourselves in. those that are' lawful. • :- • 

Religion must be our business, then it will be our ·de-
light. . • • -

It will cost ~omething to be religious, but it will cost more 
not to be so. ~ • • 1 • 

The Christia::1's life is nothing more than a $hort triaf of 
bis g~a,ces. • 

RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 

1flSSIONARY SOCIETY. 
t~rHE frjends: of this. inip•Jrtant Institution will rej~ice to Jie~r,. that/ about 

fi>·e o'clock on Wednesday morning, the ioth of August, the 1_nissiona­
rics, destined to the·So11th 0 Seas, embarked on board the Duff, an~ sailed fror!l 
Blackwall to Grav~s~nd; As 'the time of their ~eparture _ appro_ached,_ ti,,;, 
prayers of God's d~ar people,_ who felt themselves peculiarly interest.eel in the 
undertaking, becainc more frequent and fervent than usual. The ·eveni~g pre-, 
c~ding the embarkation was'spent in the. moet solemn manner. The Direclors; 
and other aclive friends of the Society, s,veral ofwho1n wc:re ministers, assell),.' 
bltd with ihe' taptain; the missionaries and H1eir wives, at Haberdasher;·­
hall, and, dropping all consideration of little party-distinctions, mutually com­
memorated the de·ath of the Lord J csu;, ha'virig first recommended to his mer-, 
ciful protechon and care their, dear ]m!threl\ and sis,ters, from whom they were 
to be speedily, and perhaps finally ~eparated. If ever God wa~ pres~m in the 
:.ssemblies of·•his ~ai:its~ sur-ely he ivas ]'>re"se,i't on that occasion; •• Every heart 
was.affected; and, we trust, the serious impressions then made will 11ever-be 
erased. Dr. Haweis, as the oldest minister, led the worship, and Mr. Rey• 
nolds, next ta hi~, in years, concluded it: Dr. Hunier prllyed; Mr. Wilks and 
Mr. £,yre addressed the congregation:- and_ Mr. Platt, Mr. Hrooksb::mk, Mr. 
Tuwnseud, and other,, assisted in distributing the efements. Such a s~rne of 
love-and J1arm1Jny: was tmlv edifying, and, refreshing. 3urely it may be said, 
"\Vhat has God wrought!" It was a liltle- spacimcn of what the ch11rch-in 
the latter days will e.xp~rience, when lo\'e, like death, will level all distfo~lions. 
It 1·:as even a foretaste of heaven. 

Though rhey embarked at so early an hour, vast multitlldes attcdded. The 
deck was crowd7<l, 'many_ of the Dire'Jo.rs and friends acco~p~nyin~. them 
,Jown the rh-er. As soo11 as lhc bn:us which brought off t~e n11,s1011anes <111d 
Direclors were removed-the sails unfurled-the noise.of the ropes, anti mqving­
tu and fro of the s:i'lors had ccased;....that brautiful hJ•mn in the Countess of 
·Hun1ing<lon's Colleclion, was su11g, '' Jcsu, al thy command \ye 1,auuch into 
the deep," &c. The sailors in the ships 011 each side the river, hearing the singing, 
stood in silent astonis~mcnt; a11d many serious pcrso11s on the shore waved tb~ir 
ban, biddi11.; the dc,ir scnants of Gud fa-rewel. The frienus at Gravesend, Cha{• 
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ham, and Sheerness, knowing that poul!ry _and other articks. were wanting, 
met the ve9sel as she passed, cheerfully brrng1ng with thorn their ofi<tings. 

The day follo,ving she weighed anchor, and.' working- do,rn the river, she 
reached the Nore on Saturday mor!ling; when the wind veered to the north-. 
e~st, 3:n~ en11bied her to pass the Do"'.ns about noon. Off Oungeness 1he 
wind shifted. to the westward, and sunk into a calm. There the whole ship's 
crew,. as,semblmg on the quarter-deck, spent the _sabbath m the solemn worship 
of their G'od. 'The missionaries read the Scriptures, prayed, and gave out the 
hymns, •and Dr. Haweis, Mr. Brooksbank, and Mr. Wilks, who accompa• 
nied them in their voyage to Portsmoutri,, each delivered a sermon; The God• 
tif earth and seas, manifesting his gracious presence, the songs of Sion ascended 
in sweetesfaccents, whi!e tlae children of Sio1;1 appeared to rcjo;ce in their King. 

On the Monda_v evening, Mr. Jefferson, one of the missionaries, preached a 
very pertinent and impressive discolirse; Immediately a favourable gale sprang, 
up, and the vessel, which is a prime sailer, came to anchor ,he morning fol­
lowing at Spithud. Here they found· that the same wind which brou!ht them 
round, liad taken to sea the East India convoy they had hoped to join. P-rovi­
dentially, however, they will be taken under the )HOteclion of the ADAM AST,. 

a 'fifty-gun ship, now under sailing-orders to convoy transrorts, with ~ovHn-
.. mem-storcs, to the southward. Her signal is already out, and she expec'ls every 

day to weigh anchor. . , • 
No sooner did the Duff come ·to· an anchor, than numerous friends, who 

anxiously waited l,Jer arrival, came on board; and from that time, till this pap.,­
went to press, they have paid the Captain and missionaries the most marked 
attention, supplying them with vegetables, live-stock, and e\·ery other article 
that can contribute to their comfort. 

The neighbouring churches are offering fervent prayer for the success of the 
enterprize; a.nd almost erery dly !he Dire~tors or missionaries preach on sh_ore. 
The la.st sabbath 1vass1Jent on board like the preceding, Mr. Eyre, of Hackney, 
preaching in the oiorning; Mr. Gfilfin, of Portsea, in the afternoon; and 
Mr. Eyre, the missionary, in the e,·ening. When Mr. Griffin, in the course 
of his sermon, addressed the Captain, who, from lhe time of his conversion, had 
been a member of his congregation, every one present was much alfecled. Hav­
ing reminded him of the m·any dangers out of which the LJrd had almost mira-' 
culously delivered hilil, even in h,s uncof!verted state,. he took occasion from 
thence to encourage him to hope, that bcing,now reconciled tu God by the death 
ef his Son, he would not. on any future em~rgency whatsoever. be. forsaken. 

Through the whole ship's company the _most perfoll harmony sub,ists ; nor 
had the sickness, inseparable from a first entranc@ on th°' eea, d~mped their 
~eal. :vtrs. Rudden was the only person whose heart failed. B.~i11g of a deli• 
cate constitution, anil naturallv timid, the winds and wa,es so alarmed her 
fe11r,;, -tfiat it -,vas thought proper, she and her husbancl, though mucl1 against• 
his wish, should be set on shore. All the rest, being undismared at the apparent 
dangers of the octan, and deeply penetrated with a sense of tire glorious cause 
in which they are engaged, :ue arde111ly desirous to p,usue their •important 
oajccl. • • 

Judicious regula1ions have been established for the pr11Sen·ation of .their 
heal.th, and the improvement or their minds, during the· vopge. Agr.:eably 
to the instru~'Uons of the Directors, la1ely printed, with the sermon and charge, 
deliver~d on the day of pu~ic designation, the whole IJodJ proceeded to the 
<:boice of a Committee. The four ordained ministus being 1,manimously elctted, 
among other arrangements, appoimetl Mr. Lewis to be l1brari,an, and Mr. 
Harris w be steward, an office distincl from that of the s'.,ip's steward, having 
for its objea the care of all the missionary stores. They determined that four ser-
11lORi should be pr_eached. by the ordained ministers every week, two on the 
Sunday, and the other two at proper iu1crvals.-That there should likewise be 
public service 011 the morning and evening of every day, in which all the mis­
sionaries should engage by rotiltion.-Tba1 these daily services should con~ist or 
singing, prayer, reading .the Scriptures, and an exposition or short sermon, th8 
wh11le beipg compr~ed within ii limited time, lhat while the gifts oftbc brethren 
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are exe~m,d, prolixity may be avoided. Different classes are established fot, 
grammar, geigr.1r)1y, na\'igation, the Greek and Hebrew languages, and par­
t•c,;,ari1· t!.e O:a:1~1tean, so far as it can be acquired from a vocabulary collecled 
by Dr Hawris, and that printed in the quarto cd~tion of 'Cajlt~in Cook':t 
wvagcs. 

To preserve -on th'eir minds a lively sense of the nature and importance of the . 
..iissionar_,. scrvic,,, all are t., assem.ble, at c~rt,lin_ part~of every day ; when the 
bts1 qualified are to read the life of BrainerJ, Cramz's History iif 'Greenland• 
La Ttooes Translation of Losk1el's History oT the Moravian Missions in North 
America, a1:d otherwri1ing-s of a similar tendency. Little societtes are t'<irmed, 
both among- the missionaries and sWors, for the purpose nf social pra)·er, and 
the ;;:ren;.thening each other's hands, by mutually relating their Christ:an 
experiences. 

A ship with ouch a company,· so emf.Joyed, must interest in· its behalf the 
feelings of 1111 who IO\,e our Lord Je.sus Chris.I in sinceri.-r, and e.,cite their 
earnest supplica!ions to heaven for its 'preservation and succeSG. 

\Vhilc we sineerdy wish tha: 1:,e friends of the So<:iety nia.v avoid arrogant 
presumption, from a consideration of the favourable circumstances winch have 
attertdli'd the commencement of the m~s,ion, we t,llink that the many providen­
tial appearances in its behalf dEmand a humble reliance on God's protecting 
are. In no one instance, within the· limits of onr recolleclion,- has such a spirit 
.of prayer ai;id supplication been poured out upon the churche~, nor sQch generisl 
approbation and liberality been discovered. Most men seem t" wish wdl to a 
desi,m s·, beneV1llent. In all the departm'ents under Government, we uncler­
st2nd, the greatest kindness has be·en tcstiried. At the Council-board, and h1 
the Cu,,:om-nouse, ·the business of the ship has been expedited with unusual 
alacri_::·; and in none -of the offices would they accept the ... ustomary fees, a cir­
cllmstalice, probably, seldom if ever experiem:cd before on, any occasion. 

August ~s, 1796.. ', 

Tbe Directors' Address (o the Public. 
TAE liberality of the religious part of the community tow~rds the ob-

·'feas of ,be Miffionary Soci~ty has been manifrtltd on many occafions, 
and the Direel:ors have the pli!afure to ac'knowledge, that QO fmall propor-. 
tion of the cargo which their lhip, the-Duff, carrie~ with ~er to the S~uth­
Sea 1/hnds, ccnli{l's l!>f the cheerful a'nrl fpontaneons donations af lhe friends 
of the Jnfii,ution. As die value of th• lliip and the articles with.which lhe 
is load• d amount to a conliderable fum, it is deemed expedient that a part 
1litreof rhoul.it- be infored, anil the Dire~qrs invite, in particular, the afflu­
ent friends uf this caufe to manifefi their attachmrnt to it in this i11fiance. 
Jtlrea,ly a poli"Y has been opentd fo,· this voya1;e at the premium of one 
penny per cem. to which fomt of the-Direclors have fuhfcribed_ their names, 
,md th•y hav'! the p!eafure to• a<ld, that a number o_f Underwriter~, un',on­
m~ec_l with this Socie!y,_but approving the humamty of the dchgn, ~ave 
bten· 1 mpclle<l, by their lrberal and rngenµous feelrngs, to rt'nder n_ tlm~ af •• 
f,ftance; ;\bout 300'0L has already been infured by a numbrr of ind,v·du­
als h?comini; refpunlible in c~fe of lofs, fome for 501. lame for 1oc:il. and 
01l1ers for 2001. each; and it is not doubteil, but that ruanr othc_o, •~ co.n-

• {,;q,,,;r,c~ uf this cornmu11ieadon, will bm di'tpofod to part1c1pa\e in th1s fer­
vi~t, :ir,d to affuciate their names with otllers, 3b U11derwr1tera, tor fuch 
furns ,d 111ay be agreeable to them refpeflively. Such rerfons are dtfir_ed 
toi convey their d~terminationa on this fabj,cl, to Jofeiih Hardca!lle, Elq • 
.I;,o_ado11, Tnal\lrer rq the J~it'"ion, 

W, SH.RUBSOLE, Scoretary. 
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