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470 RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE,

was of the seed of Abrabam and David, and born in Betblebem,
and, (for aught we know) may be the true Messiah; and we
- may have suffered this long captivity because we have re-
Jected him: Therefore my advice is, as my last words, that
if the Messiah, which we expect, do not come at or about the
year 1650, reckoning from the birth of their Chris?, then
vou may know and believe, that this Fesus is the Christ, and
you shall have no other.” .
This remarkable circumstance is related by Dr. Thomas
Hill, Master of Trinity-College, Cambridge, in his preface
to six sermons published in 1648, who says he had it fiom
very good hands, a citizen of London being present at the
time, o ’

RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE,
Missionary Ship,

N our Jast number we promised a more particular account of the Mission-
aries, and the final departure of the vessel. We know not how- better to
fulf] our engagement, than by submitting-to the consideration cf our readers.
the following leiters.  The first from one of the Missionaries to a very valu-
ablé and 2&ive friend of the Society. The second from the Rev. Dr. Haweis
(which came too late to be inserted last month). And the third from Wilblam
‘Wilson, the Captain’s nephew, who was lately himself a captain in the West-
India service; which; for the improvement of- his mind in spiritual things, he
cheerfully quitied, that he might accompany his uncle in the Duff, in the qua-
liy of first mate. -

LETTER from one .of the MissioNARIES, Zo Mr. PINDER,
of London. ‘ .
[Portsmouth, Spithead, Sept. 4, 17g6.
My prir axp REAL Frienp, : : N : .

\VITH a mixture of complacency-and grief, I now resume my pen to an-
swer your affcétionate and kind letter, the contents of wllich truly warmed my
h=art, as did your other t"ree, which I dulv received. They all occasioned sen-
satiuns similar to what [ felt in parting with you at Gravesend ; and also drew
wut oy Sincere, though imperfect, breathings to a throne of grace on your be-
Lall "O may the Lord hear and answer them in his own good time, for his
dear Son’s sake! ; .

I have now to inform you that we had a' signal vesterday evening from our
convey to get ready for sailing ; and we know not but in a few hours we may
have tiie next signal todepart from Spithead.  But as there is no wind to lake
us awt at present, we expect to spind the Sabbath here, on which day Dr. Haweis
hath purposed to administer the sacrainent to us. () may it bea time of \re-.
freshing to our little Lill 5f Zion | May'we all be prepared to depart, by being
filied with that zeal for Christ, and souls that shall raise us above the feelings
and fears of Besh.and blood, and increase athirst for the.glory of him whe hath
called us to 1his great and honourable work, v

We are all at present in good health and spirits, sexcept our brother Clode,

who has been mueh indispused the last twa cays, but is somewhat better.  Bro-
© therly



RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 471

therly affe¢tion and harmony abound amongst us : The more we know of each
other, the more abundantly we love ; for iny own part, Iam, blessed be God!
well satisfied with, and thankful for, the disposals of Providence. I, am content
and happy in my present circumstances. 1 wish to be nothing but what 1 am.
I am willing, by grace, to do or suffer any thing, so that the great object of my
mission may be accomplished in.the conversion of the heathen, and the glory
of the great Iinmanuel be thereby promoted. O that that dear manof sor~
rows may see more ab.ndantly of the travail of his soui!

My dear friend, thus far was writlen on Saturday in haste, with a design to
~send it to the post=cflice. that evening by some visiters then on board ; but on
hearing that the post did not go out to London that night, I th.ught it betier to
omit writing any more till this day, that I might be able to give you more
news; and, tharks be to the God of all consolation! 1 have good news to tell
you respecting our Sabbath’s' work. We were not left comfortiess; cur deéar
Master paid usa gracious visit, and, I trust, refreshed, warmed, and comforted
all our hearts. He was truly at the head of his own table ; and, I have reason to
believe, brake the bread of life to gur souls. Ir. Haweis preacheda very come
fortable and animating discourse from the words, ¢ The cup ¢f blessing which
we bless,”* &c. Mr. Lewisand Mr. Jefferson prayed, the former before,andthe
latter after sermon ; then the ordinance was administered. 1 trust the oppor-,
tunity will be long remembered by us, and others who were then present, one of
whom was M r. Fen, of London, who came on Saturday evening, and is still
with us. I think every one who was present on the occasion must be constrain-
ed to say, that God was among us of a truth. My poor heart, hard as it is,
was much melted under a sense of the love of Christ to me, and my ingratitude
and want of love to him. O té be still in such a repenting frame! O my
dear friend, there.ds more sweetness in this godly serrow, than in all the world's
comforts. May vouand I be still kept hungering and thirsting after communion
with this precious and lovely Jesus, whose presence is better than life; may we
still be willing to be made any thing or nothingy so that he may be g'orified in
us and by us! .

Ican now look forward with cheerfulness and confidence, firmly persuaded
that the Lord wou!d not have brought me- thus far, nor have shewn me such
things as he hath, if he did not intend to do for me yet greater things; yea, to
Wse me asan instrument in promoting his glory, by making me, in some mea-
sure, stibservient 1o the acccmplishinent of the number of his elect. O! if 'am
but honoured in being instrumental in placing one jewel in the crown of Chirist, L
shall be amply rewarded for all the toil and labour I may be called to experia
ence in.my missionary work! O my dear friend ! let your prayets ascend to a
throne of grace on my behalf, that I may find grace, and obtain mercy to be
faithful to my sacred trust, even unto death, and so finish my course with joy.

It adds much to my comfort and encouragement, that my dear wife is of the
same mind with me, and is heartily willing 10'go forward ; she joins me in love
to you and Mrs, Pinder. I gave your kind remeinbrance te my brethren, and
in return, they desire their love and best respeéts to you. My dearest friend,
farewel ! the Lord be with thy spiritt Iam,

Most affcétionately and sincerely, yours, .
W. HENRY.

Letter from Dr. Haweis,

My DEAR BROTHER, -

AT lalt, after ‘between fix and feven weeks of anxious expeétation,
our precious cargo'is wafted on the bofom of the deep, and, I truft, fafe
upder the wings of the cheribim.. Thurfday the 22d, the wind came
round to S. E.. and 1 faw the Adamant under fail. I was afhore -preach-
ing the evening preceding, and haftened on board juft as the fhip weighed
anchors Every heart welcomed me, and every hand; we now felt the
propitious gale, and trufted, after long patience, that the Lopd’s time was

. -3Uzs2 come,
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come, 1have notleifure to detail to you the whole of what hath paffed
T can only fay, every day brought freth evidence of the devorednefs and
fidelity of our brethren, and their eagernefs to proceed to the places of
their deftination. During the whole time I have been with them; I have
not heard a fainting word, or an“expreflion of fear; but all of ore heart
and one mind, and growing every day more cemented in Jove. You
will fee all my papers which I have ready for the Direftors® infpeétion,
and fhall only deferibe to you our parting fcene. I brought them that
morning the glad tidings which Mr. Lauocbe had communicated 1o me
from Germany, and left them a copy of the letter, which exceedingly
pladdened their hearts, with fome other important papers of information,
which Providence put in our way at Portfmouth, and:you thall fee. We
eonverfed {weetly together ; and as the fhip followed the Adamant, and
very clofely, the remainder of the convoy, with a prefs of fail croffing
on different boards behind us to come up, exhibited a fcene fingularly
beautiful ; and to heighten the magnificence, it being the King's coro~
natien-day, the forts and men of war fired a royal falute of twenty one
guns each, which fent up fuch a volume of fire and finoke, as was at
once te us, unufed to fuch fcenes, awful, grand, and impieffive.=
About two o’clock we cat anchor at St, Helens, and dined with the
Captain, with five of the Miffionaries, whom he receives in turn every
day at his table. I willtell you when we meet our pilgrim’s fare. They
are 211 willing to meet hardfhips as good foldiers of Jefus Chrit. Din-
ner being ended, the bell rang to call all the Miffionaries, and as many
of the feamen biethren, as could be fpared from the calls of the fhip,
1o the quarter-deck, where we were to take our leave of each other, till
we thould meet at the right hand of that incarnate Lord, whofe we are,and
whom we ferve. I fpoke to them from the firlt verfe of the third chapter
to the Hebrews : And uniting in praife, we clofed with prayer and fo-
lemn dedication of ourfelves to God. I need not defcribe the fcenes
our tears of joy and forrow mingled ; every heart appcarc'('l full ; but the
glery of God our Saviour, and the great objcét in our view, feemed to
ablorb every other confideration. We believed we fhould meet and pray
no more together ; but we vowed to remember each other before the
throre daily, and knew we fhouid fhertly be revnited in that kingdom,
where our prayers fhould be exchanged for everlafting praifes. We fhook
hands all round ; I fpoke to every brother a word, commending him to
te keeping and care of bur covenant God ; -and the dear women, wiih
tezrs fheaming, withed me every blefing. The beat was waiting to
convey me to the fhore; the evening approached ; our diftance was con-
fiderable ; but the day was beautifully tair, I ftepped down the fide of
the fhip, caft many a mingled look of joy and reluétance behind me, till
the fhip faded from my view, and, mingling with the multitude of mafts
around her, was no longer diftinétly vifible.

Early the next morning we looked out, but they had turned the point,
ard tte laft of the convoy only was feen clearing the land at St. Helens.—
Ye people of God, follow themn with your prayers ! When 1fee you, I will
give you 2 fuller account, ' . .

Your's, affeftionately,
v V- T.HAWEIS,

T have the pleafure to tell you that as T came down the fhip, Capt. Wil=
liam Wilfon, the Captain’s nephew, and now bis _ﬁr(l mate, who, among
his other qualifications, draws in a moft fuperior ftile, put intomy hands a
beautiful drawing of the DUFF, under fail, in two views, a fide, and a
ftern view, and wifhed me to prelentit to the Dirctors, and, if they plealc,
1o have itengraved for the benefit of the Society, Itis adorned with eme

Co blematical
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blematical trophies, and the names of the Mifionaries are underneath.—
The Directors will, no doubt, every one of them, with to be poffel d of it,
and every friend to the Inftitution will loek atit a thoufand times w:th plea-
fure, and fend up manya fervent prayer for the [uccefs of the voyage. Adieu!

Southampton, Sept. 28, 1796.

Letter from Mr, WiLLiam WiLsen.

Skip Duff, off Faimeuh, Sunday morning,
Sept. 25, 1796, Eight o"clock,
My Dear SaLry,

I AM very glad of an opportunity of writing, knowing well that every
fcribble of mine is always received by you with pleafure. We left St,
Helens the next morning*, with a fair wind, which has continued ever
fince, and is now blowing freth from the N. E, The Commodore, with
the fleet, of near fixty fai, has been lying off this place eight ‘hours, for
what purpofe I know not. This and the flow failing of tome thips de-
tain us greatly ; for the DUFF fails very faft, equal te either of the two
thips of war that is with us. I mention this for your encouragement ; that
when you may fuppofe us parted from the convoy, you need be under no
apprehenfion for our fafety, as but few veflels could overtake ws, ’

My uncle defires his kind love. We are very happy~ together, The
Miffionaries, all of them, behave remarkably well. They feem to feel
like men, while they all exprefs a willing devotednefs to their great work,
and a humble fubmiffion to their Malter’s will. I hope I alfo fhall be
enabled to aft worthily in the honourable ftation to which God has called
me; and to commit you and mylelf to his direftion and care.” We know
that if there be one reafonable fervice, it is in prelenting our bodies and
fpirits unto God willingly : And though we fuffer much, as loving each
other greatly, yet the fufferings of this life are not to be compared unto the
glory that will be revealed unto them who are found in his dear Son. Let
us, therefore, my dear love, perfevere to pray for each other, that we may
be accepted, and have our robes wathed. Prefent my kind love to thale
in the houfe with you, and to all that afk as friends, interefled in our
fafety and fuccefs. I pray you to be ealy in your mind, and take care of
your health, and remember that I neither forget you, nor ceale to love
you ; but am your ever-affe&ionate hufband,

WILLTAM WILSON.

P. S. Uncle and myfelf defire to be kindly remembered to Dr. Hamil=
ton, who, I truft, will be a father to my Sally. To him you may com-
municate this letter, if you think proper.

Dr. Gillham joins in refpeéts to you, and his worthy friend the Dofor.

Missionary Sociely,

WE underftand that the Dire&ors are proceeding, with all poffible ex«
pedition, in their arrangements for an Al'ricaq Mif!?on. They are col=
Je&ting as much intelligence as poffible re(peting this very exienfive, bue
almoft unexplored quarter of the globe 3 and would be highly thankful fer
communications, on this fubje€t, from any friends of the I[nRitution,—m
Teembo, Fatetendar, and the Cape, appear to be moft acceflible ; and

# Meaning the Thurlday preseding ; haviné taken leave of Mri. W,
the day befores
o fhould
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thould the finances of the Society he equal to their zeal, a mission to each
will, probalily, be one day attempted. Though the efforts of our Mora.
vian Brethven, among the Hottentots, near the Cape, feemed for a long
while ¢o fruggle under great diftouragements, it has pleafed” God fo
abracantly to fucceed their patient endeavours lately, that great numbers
o thele poer abjedt heathen_have been awakened, and broight to the fav-
ing knowledge of our Lord J<fus Chrift. - .

Sociéty for Propagating the Gospel.
- Mr. Ep1TOR, c o ’

WERE you toinfertin your next Magazine, under the article of Re.
Egious Intelligence, the following paragraph, from the Boflon newspaper,
of the 29th of laft July, it would, doubtiefs, afford pleafure to many of
your readers : - : Co

« The Rev. Dr, J. Belknap, and the Rev, J. Morfe, have left this city,
deputed by the Society for propagating the Golpel among the Heathen, on
a public miffion to the Oneida Indians,™ oo o :
. X. Y.

-

ON Wednefday, the 12th of @&ober, was opened at Lawford, in War-
wick(hir¢, a new ehapel, This neat, {mall place of worihip is firuate in -
the coritre of feveral villages, and was erefted by Sir Egerton Leigh, for
the accomniodation of the inhabitants, ~ i

The honourable Baronet, a fignal monument of fovereign grace, feel-
Ing the power of the Gofpel, and the pleafures of religion; retired into the
country, and began to preach to the poor ignorant villagers in fevera) pa-
rifhes round his feat. In this laudable work he was greatly oppofed 5 bur,
amidf violent perfecutions, and fometimes at the hazard of .his life, hg
zezionfly perfevered with diligence and fuceefs. The good effeéts of his
itinerant labours are evidenced in the converfion of many, and reformation
of more. "The inhabitants of Lawford, among other games, took great de-
light in the barbarcus cuftom of throwing at cacks on ShroveTuefday, ; but
ztrer the Gofpel fcund a refidence among(t 1hem, the religious people on ong
of the reterns of this day refolved to employ the whole of the afternoon
in prayer at feveral parts of the village. Though twenty-five cocks were
brevgnt from other places for the purpofes of (port, theifnocent animals
wese czrried back in whole fkins, as their owners could not find a folitary
individual fo inhuman as to throw at the poor unoffending creatures.

Twenty-leven minifters aflembled at the opening of ‘the above chapel.
Mr. Gill, of Harborough; Mr. Deunny, of Long Buckby 5 Mr. Little, of
Birmingham; Mr. Hewett, of Bedworth ; Mr: Burder, of Coventry ; and
Mr. Knight, of Yelvertoft, engaged in prayer ; and Mr. Jofs, Mr. J. A, -
Knight, and Mr. Wilks, all of London, preached. The houfe was for too
tmall t6 admit the congregation, and in the afternoon the fervice was con-
dufted ovt of docrs.  The proipeéts of an increafe. of converts to Jelus
Chrift afforded real joy to molt who affembled on the above occafion,

ON Friday, Otober 21, a fmall chapel was opened at the Evangelical
Academy, Hoxion, by theRev. Mr. Jay, of Bath; who preached from
the fi1ft tour verfes of the forty-fecond Pfalm. We underftand, that it is
not only defigned for the ule of the ftidents, but for the accommodation
of the neighbourlhiood; as notice was given, that Mr. Simpfon, (heluto'r,
weuld preachevery Sunday morning and afternoon, and the (tudepts, in
folation, every Thur(day evening, ‘ WE





