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THE 

Eva~gelical Magazipe, 
FoR NOVEMBER, 1796. 

:BIOGRAPHY. 

LIFE OF THE LATE REV. DAVID BRAINERD, OF 
NEW-ENGLAND, • 

MIS~IONARY TO THE AMERICAN INDIANS. 

[From his Conversion tD bis entrance 01t t~e ~1i11istry,J 

fEW lives are more interesti_ng than that ·or Mr. Brainerd, 
whether we consider the depth of his experience, or the 

singularity of his labours. A brief account of each. we 
trust, will be peculiarly acceptable to our readers, especially 
at a time when so much concern is manifested 'for fhe salva-

• tion of the heathen. In him they will perceive how easily 
·God· can provide instruments for his work; and by the su·c­
cess which accompanied his: labours, in circumstances the-

• most discouraging, they will have the clearest demonstration 
that those difficulties which, to us, appear insuperable, in­
stantly vanish at the presence of the Almighty. 

This extraordinary man \vas born April 2 o, q IS, at Con­
necticut, New-England. His parents, who had lived in great 

, reputation, died while he was young. From his childhood 
he experienced strong religious impressions. Bein~ naturally 
of a melancholy disposition, and having some concern for 
his soul, when he was abo!.!t seven or eight years of age, he 
was so terrified at the thoughts of.death, that he relinquished 
his childish play, .and was urged by his feJrs to the per-

. formance of religious duties. This concern soon ab;ited, 
and though he sometimes attended • sf'cret prayer, yet 
he lived at ease in Sion, • till he was thi-1-tecn ; ·when a 
prevailing mortal sickness in the town, wher-, he resided, 
1·ouzed him again from his securi\y. He became so fervent 
in ht's devotions, and took such delight in the performauce 
of them, that he sometimes began to hope he was savin~ly 
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l!onverted to God. But anotlter relapse soG>n manifested the 
deceitfulnesi. of his heart, and the necessity of trusting to 
something better than those good frames, whick, at different 
times, had yielded him much pleasure. 

When he was about nineteen, he removed from H'.ad<lam, 
the place of his nativity, to Durham, where he worked on 
his farm for a twelvemonth; frequently longing for a liberal 
education, with a desire to devote himself to the ministry. 
With this vie\V he placed himself under the care of Mr. 
Fiske, pastor of the church of Haddam, applied himself to 
study, and became very strict and watchful over his thoughts, 
words, and actions. At the advice of Mr. Fiske, he totally 
abandoned the company of young people, and associated him~ 
self with the grave and elderly. His manner of life was now 
exceeding regular---he read his Bible more than twice 
through in less than a year---daily spent much time in prayeT 
and other secret duties---was very attentive to the word 
preached, endeavouring, as much as possible, to retain it in 
llis memory. He spent the sabbath evenings privately, with 
some other young persons, in religious exercises ; and after 
their meeting ended, he used to retire, and repeat to hiin&elf 
2;; much as he could recollect of the' discourses of the day; 
which sometimes deprived him of his rest till the night was 
far advanced. His outward conduct being blameless, he rested 
~ntirely on his duties, though he w.as not sensible of it; and 
somet•mes, feeling his affections moved· in the exercises of 
religion, he had thoughts of uniting himself to the Church. 

The deathi of Mr. Fiske soon deprived him of the advantages 
he might have derived from the wisdpm and piety or so good 
a man. He prosecuted his learning with his own brother, and 
at ill continu.ed in the conscientious discharge of religious du­
tie&; often woudering at the levity of professors, and grieved 
to ~ee them so careless and inconsistent. " Thus," says he. 
,, l proceeded, a considerable length, on a self-righteffi1ir 
foundation, and should have been utterly lost and undone, hacl 
not the mne mercy of God preven teed." 

In the beginning of the winter, 17 _;8, as he was walkin5, 
on a sabbath morning,_ in a retired situation, for t_he pur­
posei of m.ed11;:t:on and prayer, it ple;i&ed God, on a sudden. 
50 to impress his mind with a ser1se of hrs danger, and the 
wrath he had <leserHd, rhat he was struck w,th astonish­
ment; and 1l:c pieasure ari&i11g- frorri all l11s formt'r good 
frames in,tan1 Iv \·a111sht'd. Hi:, became su dt"jec•ed from the 
'l'iew of his 5i11· anti vile11ess, that he kept much alu11e, en\'y­
iJJg the bird, and !Je,ist, their happines&, becauu they were 

ltOt 
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■ot exposed tg eternal misery, as he evidently perce~\>'ed 
himself to be. Mountains of difficulties obstructed his 
hopes of me.rcy. The work of• conversion appeared so 
great, that though he almost despaired of being the happy 
subject of it, yet he prayed to God, and performed his reli­
gious duties with more earnestness than ever; hoping, by 
some means or other, to m.ike the ca~e better. Hundreds: 
of times he renounced all ·pretences of any wortb in hii; 
duties, confessing that he deserved nothing for the very best 
gf them, but eternal condemnation; yet still he cherished a 

. latent hope of recommending himself to God by the perform­
ance of them; for when he prayed affectionately, and b~ 
heart seemed, in some measure, to melt, he hoped, Gild would 
hear such sincere cries, and be moved to pity him: Ami 
when he mourned for sin, he thought he could, in some mea­
sure, venture on the mercy of God in Christ; concluding, 

·. when he felt any enlargement in duty, that he had advanced 
a considerable s.tep towards ~aven. Whatever qualifica­
tions he su-pposed others possessed, before their reception of 

: Christ, these he strove to obtain, in order to recommend 
: him~lf to the divine favour. Whilst he imagined there wa1> 
· 1ome appearance of good11ess in his prayer and repentance, 
, he was greatly encouraged, and thought he should soon be 
reconciled to God; but when he perceived the vileness of 

. his nat.ure, and his inability to deliver himself from the jus­
tice of a &overe1gn God, his distress revived, the discovery 
lteing too painful for him to endure. 

. When the fervour of his devetion became languid for any 
,· aons1dcrable time together, convictions of sin generail:,­
. seized him with greater violence. One night particularly, 
_ when he was walking solitarily abroad, he had sllch a vit-w 
, o( his sins, that he was apprehensive the ground would sud-

'1enly cleave asunder under his feet, and his soul quickly go 
, down into hell. Though such distress was not uncommon 
_ when he hac.l a lively sense of his own depravity, yet he 

greatly dreadec.l the loss of convictions, lest he should return 
; to a stnle of carnal security and insensibility of impending 
_ wrath ; which made kim exceeding cautious not to stifle the 

motions of the Spirit of God. But so deceitful is th~ huma,.n 
. heart, tliat when at any time he thought the degree of his 
convictions . was considerable, it begat such c(rnfident hope 
that he should soon make some notable advances towards 
deliverarire, as eased his mine.I, and soon generated that lao­
~uur and inseusibiJity he se w11c;h dreaded. 

Frequently 
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Frequently he imagined himself humbled, and prepared f'or 
saving mercy, and no less frequ_ently did his fancied hopes 
disappear. At length, repeatedly disappointed in his ex­
pectation, his corrYpt heart was irritated; the frame of his 
mind became horrible; he entered into a contest with the 
Almighty, disappreving of his dealings with mankind, and 
quarreling with his holy law, that took cognizance of the 
thoughts and intent~ of the heart, as unreasonably rigid and 
:-evere. He found great fault .with the imputation of Adam's 
sin to his posterity; and often wished there had been s@me 
other way of salvation thnn by Jesus Christ, or that God 
would have permitted men to obtain the blessings of it by 
sincere prayers and endeavours, which he thought tbey could 
perform, and not by faith alone, which he.perceived was be­
yor.d the power of man to exercise, it being the gift of God, 
and which he only could bestow. 

To the sovereignty of God he felt much opposition. Some 
passages in the ninth chapter to the Homans were a constant 
vexation to him. If they occurred to his'mind, when he ·Was 
in a comfo,rtable frame, his pleasure vanished; and even when 
lie thought he was almoit humbled, and resigned -to God's 
disposal, if he happened to read, or reflect on them, his enmity 
against the divine sovereignty was immediately excited; • 

The blasphemy that arose upon these.occasions made him 
the more afraid of God, and drove him farther from all hope of 
reconciliation. At the same time, 'the Spirit of God was so 
powerfully.at work with his soul, that the conviction of his 
lost estate was sometimes so clear and manifest, as ,if it had 
been declared to him, in so• many.words, It is done, it is done, 
it is for eve'r impossible to ddiver yourself! The.greatest dis­
tress immediately followed. At the sight of his lost ·condi­
tion his soul recotled: Yet he dared not -venture himseff, as 
a helpless sinner, into the hands of God, to be at the disposal 
of his sovereign pleasure. He trembled to contemplate tliis 
important truth, that he was dead i11 trespasses a11d sins: But 
when he had thrust away these views of 'himself, he was un-­
liappy, ancl,<lesired to have the same discoveries renewed; 
fearing greatly lest God should give him over to final stupi• 
dity. • 

After a considerable time spent in such painful exercises of' 
mind, while he was walking, one motning, as usual, in a solitary 
place, he at once perceived that all his endeavours to procure 
deliverance were utterly' in vain; and wns now fully co11-
vinced that he was totally lost, Instead of blaming himself 

that 
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~t .hi; ha~ qot done i;norc, while be had opportunity, he sawt 
~hat let him have done what he woul<l, all would have been 
~neir~c;:tual. The former tumuit of his mind was now q~ieted, 
•nd he ,wa~ ea~ed pf the distress he felt while struggling 1n op.,. 
positio.n to tqe divine sovereignty. He had the greatest cer:. 
taioty tliat his state was for ever miserable,' for all that he 
sould-do; and wondered that he had never been sensible of it 
~ef~~e;· Hrs notions respecting hi~ religious du_ties were 
Quite altm:d. Instead of thinking th~t the more ~e did, the 
greater claim he bad to Qod's favour; or, a_t least, that it 
wou1r be TflOTe bard if he should finally reject him, he no,,. 
~aw that there wa~ no necessary c;:onnexion betwe_en hit 
prayers and divipe mei:cy; that God was under no obligation 
!O bestow grace upon him, because he asked 1t, self-interest 
being the mqtive which induced him to pray, and not· any 
respect to his glory. , 

A few days after, he \.\'ent, pfnsive and. ~orrowful, to th~ 
11ame solitarey place, and attempted to pray, but fo!Jnd no heart 
to engage in th?,t, or any other duty; being disco11solate fro111 
an apprehension that the Spirit of God haq qu_jte forsaken 
him, nt not the subject, as h~retofor,e, of p.3i~fu! ~istress_. 
Havfog, in vain, endeavoured tq pray, fo~ near h<!lf an hour, 
as he w.as walking in a dark, thick grove, his s_o.ul was favoured 
""ith ~ view of unspeakable glory, not accompanied ,vith any ex.­
ternal brightness or sple'ndt>ur, ~l\t an inward apprehension of 
~he naturi;i and perfections of God, such as he had never before 
expcdenced. His mind was not directed to the contempla:­
tic;rn of any one particular person in the Trinity; it was the 
&-\ory. of the Godhead he· then beheld, and his soul rejoiced 
wjth joy unspeakable; being inwardly pleased and ~at,sfie~. 
that he should be God 0•1er all for ever and ever. So capti­
yated and delighted was he wit!i his excellency, ·1oveliness, 
Jreatness, and ether perfections, that his thoughts were quite 
~bsorbed; at least, to such a degree, that he lost all concern 
~bout his own salvation, and scarcely reflected there was such 
a.creature as himself in existence. 

Such was the wonderful a~d 1mexpected manner _in which 
he was conl1ally disposed to exalt God, and set him on the 
throne; aiming principally and ultimately at his honout' 
and glory as King of the universe. His· mind was sweetly 
«:omposed. He felt himself in a new world, everr thing ap~ 
pearing wi~h a different aspect. In the way of salvation he 
discove.red such infinite wisdom, suitableness, a11d excellency~ 
that he was surprised how he could ever have thought of any 
~ther, or adhered tg his own perfor~ance~ m prefe.rence to i~ • 
. Yen,, IV. J ll Could-
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Could he be saved by his own duties, or in any other way he 
had formerly contrived, his soul would reject the offer; and 
he wondered that all the world did not embrace salvation 
through the righteousness of Christ. The sweet relish of 
what he then enjoyed continued with him several days; so 
that he rejoiced in God when rising up and ly111g down. But 
the most eminent saints must not, in the present life, expect 
that the sun, which shines in the day of their espousals, will 
not go down : For not long after, his mind ~as again in­
volved in thick darkness, and exceedingly oppressed with a 
sense of guilt. And though this gloominess was graciously 
removed, it quickly returned, to such a degree, that he feared 
the presence of God was clean gone for ever, 

In the beginning of September, 1739, he entered himself at 
Yale College, in New-Haven; but not without reluctance, 
fearful lest, amidst the many temptations to ~hich he might • 
be exposed, he should not be able to lead a fife of strict re­
ligion. During the vacation, before he went to reside at 
college, he was spending some time 111 prayer and self-exa­
mination; when it pleased the Lord to visit him witk such 
bright manifestations of himself and his grace, that his soul 
·was unspeakably refreshed with heavenly enjoyments. Sun­
dry passages of Scripture were opened to his mind with 
:such divine clearness and power, as produced fuH conviction 
<>fits being the word of God. 

Through the whole of the following winter he enjoyed 
considerable pleasure in religion. Having caught the measles, 
a disorder which spread much at college, he returned, in the 
month of January, to Haddam. A few days before he was 
taken ill, he exceedingly mourned the absence oft he Comforter; 
and though he cried earnestly to God for help, he found no 
Jlresent-relief. But while he was walking alone, in a very re­
tired spot, engaged in meditation and prayer, he was indulged 
with such a season of refreshment from the presence of the 
Lord, as raised him far above the fear of death, and filled his soul 
with greater delight than all the enjoyments that earth can 
afford. And though, in his illness, life was despaired of, death 
was disarmed of its sting. 

"'hen, through the divine goodness, he. recovered, he pro­
,ecu ted his studies with such close attention as proved inju­
rious to his health. Feeling his weakness, and perceiving 
tlrat he began to spit blood, he took the advice of his tutor, 
and retired from academical pursuits, from August to Novem­
ber; spending much of the interval in prayer and self-exa­
Q1i11atio11, iomet~mils mourning bitterly over his exceeding 
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sinfulness and vileness, and, at other times, rejoicing 
in a lively sense of the divine favour, feeling his heart 
unusually drawn forth in grat_eful returns of affection and 
praise. 

Once, in particular, while he was lookinr; on the sacramental 
elements, and considering that Christ would soon be set fortll 
crucified before him, he was so filled with light and love, 
that he was almost in an ecstasy, which his weak body could 
scarcely sustain. At the same time, he felt exceeding great 
tenderness and fervent love towards all mankind; his soul and 
all the powers of it seeming, as it were, to dissolve in softness 
and_compassio_n. Such love and joy cast out fear; and he 
longed for the perfection of grace and glory. 

Persuaded that a college-life had proved hurtful to his spi-, 
r1tual interest the year preceding, his recovery afforded bim 
little comfort. On the contrary, could his desire have been 
grant,ed, he would rather have died, in the frame of mind he 
then possessed, than return to a place where he feared his com­
munion with G;od would be interrupted. This holy jealousy 
proved beneficial. It made him watchful, lest he should fa II 
into his old temptation, and suffer his heart to be drawn away 
from the ardent pursuit of heavenly objects, by his ambition 
to excel in learning. For the space of six weeks, after his 
return, he experienc'ed, almost daily, the power of religion 
and walked in the light of God's reconciled countenance.· 
About the latter end of January, however, he grew more 
cold and dull,, through attention to study; but a general 
awakening beginning to spread itserf over the college the fol­
lowing month, his soul was abundantly quickened. 

While thus, with his progress in the spiritual lif~, he was 
making considerable advances in literature, a circumstance 
occurred, painful in its nature, but very important in its con­
sequences. Being in the hall, with two or three of the reli­
gious student_s, who usually associated for mutual conversation 
and improvement;. one of them haYing asked his opinion of 
Mr. Whittelsey, one of the tutors, who had been uncom­
monly pathetic in prayer, he, leaning upon his chair, replied, 
~• He has no more gq1ce than this chair." A junior student, 
who was near the <loor, over-hearing the words, and suspect­
ing that they were spoken of one of the tutors, mentioned ia 
to a ,woman belonging to the town; who immediately went 
and informecl.the rector of the college. Mr. Brainer<l 's friends 
were sent 'for,, and interrogated, and compelled by menaces to 
declare the name of the person ts whom the words were ap­
plied. The governors insisted on his humbling himselfbefbre 
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the whole college; making- cpnfession in the: sllme ptiblic: 
manner as was req ui,ed of those who hnd been guilty of some 
11otorious crime. \Vith this- demand he refused to comply;, 
but readily acknowledged the impropriety of the expression" 
:ipd asked ,pardon of Mr. Whittelsey for the liberty he had 
taken with his character, though it was only in a private con-­
versation with his most intimate friends. For this wonderful 1 

offence, discovered by means-so unjustifiable, together with· 
his having once attended the preaching of Mr. Tennent, a 
li_vely and zealous minister of Christ, though the rector had 
refused to give him leave, he was, in the beginning of the 
ye;ir 174~, expelled the college. 

Such violent pr.oceeding against so good a man gave great, 
oJfence to many. His own mirid' was much affected with it, 
fearing that the academical censure would prove injurious to 1 

his future ministry; but he conducted himself, on the tryingoc-: 
casion in the most Christian manner, and was ever after more­
ready to blame himself than to condemn others; though s6. 
long as he lived, he considered himself, as to the management 
of the affair, much abused. But for this painful event, he 
would have taken his degree cin the next commencement-day. 
with his classmates, and appeared at the .head of them; and 
would, probably, have proceeded to. the highest academical 
honours. Mortifying as the disappointment was,· it rather' 
increased than diminished his desire for the ministry. He. 
t-herefore im mediatelyvlaced himself under the,Rev."Mr. Mills;­
of Ripton, that he might pursue his studies, and qualify him:--· 
self for the work. 
• About this time he first appears to have cherished a hope 
t-hat he should one day be employed, as an instrllment, in the 
conversion of the heathen. Previous to his expulsion, he 
J11akes no mention in his· writings of sucl;, a design; but ever 
afterwards his views seem to be principally dri·ected tb that 
object. He new began ·to wrestle earnestly with God for the 
sa!ntion of the hea~hen, and for the extension of the klngdofri 
of Christ in the world. He became more fervent ·than eve\o 
in hi~ private devotions, and set apart whole days for fasting­
and prayer; beseeching the Lord to prepare him for the work 
of the ministry, and in due time to send him into his harvest; 
earnestly interceding for the salvatiori of immortal souls, lind 
particularly pleading for the inuminat'ion and convers'ion of 
the poor heathen. On these occasions, he was frequently' 
enabled to agonize with God in prayer, tc> such a degree, that 
}1is body was covered with ·a profuse swe:it, even when thff 
air was cool, aIJd his worship performed in the shade; and eti 
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a\und11nt ,vas his compassion towards the souls of. others~ 
that he felt greater pleasure when interceding for them-, than 
ih -any other part of prayer. 
• But amidst these heavenly exercises_ of mind, he com­

pl'alns of the operations of spiritual pride; and had. sud1 
discoveries of his own vileness, that he humbled himself in 
the dust before God~ wondering that he would suffer apy of 
his creatllres to feed and sustain him; or that he should dis-< 
pose the hearts of any of his people to notice him; and shew 
him kindhess. 

Viewing the boundless mercy of God, in pardoning all 
liis iniquities, and clearing him from his exceeding filthines~ 
and overwhelmed with a sense of his infinite condescension 
in favouring such a worm with his presence; he was .willing, 
if God should so order it, to be banished from his native 
la.nd among the heathen, and endure sufferings of any kind, 
dr even d·&ath itself, provided he might be instrumental ill 
doing good .to their souls. 

The time was now fast approaching, when God, who rurll 
endowed· him with special grace, was about to employ hint 
in special serll'ices: AtnBng other advantages which he de.; 
rived from his present situation, he had frequent opportu-
11ities of visiting several eminent ministers. They, per­
ceiving his great wisdom and piety, gave him all possible 
encouragement, and on the 29th of July, 174z, he was ex~ 
amined by the association assembled at Danbury ; who \veni 
to perfectly satisfied with his learning, knowledge, an·d re.; 
ligious experience, that he received -from th~m a licence ta 
preach the everlasting Gospel of the Redeemer. 

·N. B. Th,1t -we may neither weary our readers, nor ezce~d 
111r limits, we were obliged !o postpo11e tbe mirrative of Mr. 
Brai11erd's LABOUR& to. a mbseq11e11t 11umber. 

AN INQUIRY INTO THE TRUE AND SCRIPTU­
RAL IDEA OF THE GRACE OF GOD. 

THE Apostl_e Peter, towards the close of his first epistle~ 
, states, that the prime object 9f his writing that part of 

the sacred Scriptures was, that he might exhort the persons 
whom he addressed, and testify to them that the doctri11e. 
wpich they had received from him and bis brethren, and in 
which they then stood fast, 'and, h~ trusted, would continu~ 
to stand, was tb, true grace of God! 

Thi 




