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AN ADDRESS FROM THE DIRECTORS OF THE 
MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 

JN pursuance of the important duty connected with our 
situation, and which binds us to an unremitting vigilance 

in discerning the intimations of the divine will, we are in­
duced to state to .the religious public at large, and especially 
to the promoters of this Institution, the nature of the plans 
now under consideration, and the grounds upon which we 
recommend them. • 

\Ve cannot, however, enter upon the discharge of this 
part of our duty, without.previously adverting to that very 
import.ant undert;iking, which, so far as it depended upon ws, 
we .have been enabled to accomplish. And in taking a retro­
spect of the circumstances connected wi~h t~emission to the , 
South-Seas, we are constrained to make the most humble and 
devout acknowledgments to the Divine Being, on account 
of the frequent interpositio11~ of his wise and gracious pro­
vidence in our behalf; which lead us to encourage the ani­
mating hope that this measure has resulted from his own in­
spiration, am!, therefore, will continue to be favoured with his 
protection and blessing. \Ve are very sensible of the im­
perfections which will always mingle with our best attempts 
to promote so sacred a cause; and although we trust that, in 
the simplicity of our hearts, our sole aim has been to pro­
mote the divine glory in the conversion of the heathen, yet 
we feel a peculiar satisfaction in transferring the work out of 
our feeble and erring hands, into the immediate and ex­
clusive care of him who is the head of .the church, and has 
all power in heaven and in earth. \Ve doubt not but that the 
Christian world will unite with us ln daily and fervent inter­
cessions at the throne of mere~,, that this expedition may 
terminate in the honour of our Redeemer, and the extensive 
and lasting enlargement of his kingdom in the world. 

The number of persons engaged in this mission consill-ts 
of twenty-nine men, and five women, with two children; 
and the favourJble opinion we entertained of them, on their 
admission, has received the most satisfactory confirmation, in 
consequence of their detention for six weeks at Portsmouth, , 
where they continued to manifest every disposition that :adorns 
the Christian and the Missionary character; and exhibited a 
society'animated b'y one spirit, stedfast in their attachment 
to the work to which they had been consecrate~, and cheer­
ful in the prospect of its untried duties and its unknown 

• • da11gers. 
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dangers. The serious public at large, and especially the 
fr.rends of the M1ssiooaries, vl'ill learn, with satisfaction, that 
some important information, obtain~d at Portsmouth, re­
specting the South-Sea Islands, and particularly Otaheite, 
very much confirms the hope before entertained, that they 
will meet with a welcome reception, and be treated with 
kindness and respect. 

The ex pence to which the Society will be subject on ac­
count of this mission, is not yet exactly ascertained; but 
including the cost of the ship, which was 4875I. seamen's 
v.•ages, and every other charge, it may amount to about 
t z,oool. Thus the funds of the Society, for the present, 
will be nearly exhausted. It must, however, be recollected, 
that the ship, being chartered by the India Company, will, 
en her safe relutn, entitle the Society to receive near 5000T. 

for the freight of the cargo she may bring. This, together 
with the value of the ship, being deducted, ~ill leave the 
actual expence attending the mission. It is probable, how­
~ver, that this expence will be lessened by the value of the 
articles of curiosity which may be brought from the South­
Seas, and of the publication of the interesting particulars 
respecting the receptioh and· settlement of the MiS"sionaries, 
with the <lescript-ion of the different islands which may be 
visited. When the magnitude of the miss~on is considered, 
2s well as the charge attending the equipment of the Mis­
sionaries, it will not, we presume, be generally thought, that 
the ex pence is great in proportion to the ·scale on which the 
·plan has been executed. 

\Ve proceed now to announi:e, more particularly, the na­
ture and extent of our further v.iews; and our earnestness to· 
accomplish them is in proportion to their great importance. 
Africa, N'lat much-injured country, throughout its immense 
extent, has for many ages b·een d.eprived of the ines'tima'ble 
advantages of the pt~re principles of Christianity; it has been 
visited l1y Europeans, not for the friendly purpose of a com­
mnnicat:on of benefits, but in order to·carry on a commerce 
'l'l'hich inevitably inflicts on its inhabitants the wounds of 
;lavery and death. The very mention of Africa ·produces in 
every b-reast the pang of sympathy, and the mingled s_ent!­
ments of pity and indignation. Its innocent blosd, which 1s 

continually flowing, whilst it cries to heaven for ,·engeance, 
ap1ieals with re~isttess force also to every ingenuous princi­
ple in the nature of man, and every feeling _of comp_assion 
and mercy in the breast of a Christian. It 1s to this be-
11ighte.d and oppressed country we are desirous of sending 

the 
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the Gospel of Christ---that best relief to man under his accu­
mulated miseries---that essential blessing which outweighs the 
evils of the most suffering life. 

If it shall please, God, from whom every good disposition 
proceeds, to incline the minds of his people, so far to en­
courage· this work, as to put into our hands the means of ac­
complishing our designs, it is our wish to send several dis­
tinct missions. to this immense continent. We cannot, ;it 

present, delineate the epecific plans which will be adopted, 
because we·are continually seeking and: receiving new light· 

. and fresh information upon this subject ; an<l it will be our 
duty to adapt our final measures to the general body of evi­
dence which we may eventually receive. \Ve-•mt1st also be 
regulated by_ the assista_nce we derive from the A-iends of the 
Institution, in respect both to Missionaries and to funds; 
and as it appears to us, that there will soon be the probability 
of intr(lducing the Gospel into f.evernl parts of Africa, we 
hope that the zeal of Christians will be enkindled in propor­
tion to the love which they bear to Christ, and to the pitJ" 
which they feel for those who drink deepest·in the cup of hu­
man woe·. 

Our gene'ral ideas, however, at present are, that, Divine 
Providence is opening a way for the admission of the Christ­
ian religion into the southern parts of Africa, through the 
medium of the Cape· of Good Hope. In these parts, a mis­
sion from the 'United Brethren, undertaken a, fe\v years. ago, 
is now in a flourishing state, and the last information from 
thence contains the welcome intelligence thllt the power of, 

, the Gospel is manifested in the conversion of many of the 
natives. This circumstance may, by the overruling provi­
dence of God, prove an invaluable advantage to the mission· 
which we may undertake; as, we hope, that• our exalted Sa­
viour, who has received gifts for men, may be pleased to. 
qualify.some of· the converted natives for- the·work,of E\."an­
gelists, and·for assisting our Missionaries in their labours 
among their- countrymen.-

Although those who- possess the true· missionary spirit are 
so inflamed·with the love of Chnst; and· the· desire 0£ pro­
claiming his grace and power amongst those wlro are ready 
to perish, that they count not- their lives dear to t~em, anJ. 
a1·e willing to spread his fame in frozen or-in sultry climates, 
yet it is jncumbent upon us; in stating the circumstances. of' 
every projected mistiion, to ent_er into the cons~deration of· 
the salubrity of the ceuntry ; and for -this rea:.on we men-

tion 
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tion that we understand the climate of this p~rt of Afriiia tCJ 

be ,healthy, and suited to the constitution of European6 • 

\\'ith respect to the time of exec.uting this mission, we 
must be governed by circumstances; but we see no sulli.cient 
reason to delay it beyond the period when we may be pro­
v ided with suitable instruments for accomplishing it,. 

Our views are also turned towards the western tiOast of 
this vast continent; and it is here where the guilt of 
Europeans has inflicted the deepest wounds on the unoffend­
:ing natives, and the footsteps of those, who have borne the 
Christian name, have been marked with devastation and 
blood. , 

In conseqQtnce of the institution of the Sierra Leone 
Company, which was founrled on the purest and most dis­
interested principles, it is probable that very extensive ad­
vantages will be derived to the Christian cause, as the dispo­
sition of those who conduct its concerns, both here and at 
the colony, is highly favourable to this important object. 
Through the influence of this Company there appears to be 
the opportunity of introducing the Gospel into the different 
villages inhabited by the natives in the vicinity of the colony, 
also at the different factori_es which they have established, 
and in the districts of some of the Chiefs, with whom they 
are maintainiug a commercial intercourse.· Some persoll§ of 
considerable influence, settled on the shores of the Gambia, 
have expressed to the Company their ardent wish to be in­
structed in the arts of civilized life; and it appears that the 
communiC'ation, which the natives from different parts main­
tain with the colony, excites within them the desire of re­
ceiving the advantages of European instruction. The influ­
ence of the Company is increasing dj!ily, and will probably 
be enlarged in a much more rapid degree ori the return of 
peace ; and every accession of this influen~e is friendly to 
the cause of religion. The Africans are disposed ,to receive­
the advantages of civilization; and although the communica­
tion of these benefits be not' directly the object of our Institu­
tion, yet we consider 'such disposition as a favourable circum­
stance, upon which, by the blessing of God, the more im­
portant principles of the Christian religion may be super­
induced. The opportunities for the introduction of missions, 
into this part of Africa are &0011 likely to be so frequent.and 
encouraging, that the zeal of Christians should be roused to 
the most active exertions for supplying these pressmg emer­
gencies, The providence of God, whii;h cDnducts the affairs: 

of 
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of this world with a wise and unerring rnbserviency to the 
interests of his kingdom, ancl binds th,.se e'f'ents which we 
call conting~nt to the fixed determination of his co1insel, 
seems to be entering on a pre;:,aratory work with a view to 
the extensive introcluction of the Gospel into this benighted 
and enslaved continent. T:he African Association have now 
a messenger in the interior of the co11ntry, and probably at 
this moment in Tombuctoo, having been heard of in his 
way from Fatatenda to that city, which is twelve hundred 
miles up the Gambia. The views of thi.s Society are bene­
volent and very laudable, a& far as they extend; but we trust 
the designs of Providence extend to a higher obje~t, and 
wyl make the ·messenger of the Association the precursor of 
the Gospel. The Sierra Leor1_e Company also, we doubt 
not, as before intimated, will have the honour of administer­
ing to the introduction_ of Christianity into various parts of 
the circumjacent country. We are already indebted to their ex­
ertions for the plan of ll mission to the Foulab nation, which now 
occupies our most serious consideration, and the circumstances 
of which we think it necessa·ry more particularly to detail. 

Our knowledge of this country arises principally from an 
excursion made to it from Sierra Leone by Mr. Watts and 
Mr .. Winterbottom, two Gentlemen in the Company"s ser­
vice; and Mr. Thornton, who has so honourably and use­
fully filled the p!ace of Chairman to that Company, has had 
the kindness.to furnish us with the journal of that tour, kept 
by Mr. Watt, with a view to assist our deliberations as to 
the best plan Qf accomplishing the projected mission; and as 
Mr. Thornton himself abridged this journal, and published it 
in the Report made to the propri"etors of that Company, we can­
not convey a more just acquai11ta11ce with the state oft he Foulah 
country, than by the follti,wing extracts from this publication: 

" Information having been brought to the governor and 
rnnncil by some natives of the Fo•Jlah country, that the king 
of the Foulahs, a large and powerful nation, to the north­
east of Sierra Leone, had expressed a desire to form an in­
tercourse with the colony, two gentlemen in the Company"s 
service offered to make an attempt to penetrate through a 
large, and as yet unknown tract of country, 'to his capital. 
They accordingly sailed to the river Rionunes, wfiich is to 
the north of ·Sierra Leone, obtained the nece~sary' intei:­
preters and guides at the tow11 of Kocundy, which lies a 

_ considerable w.iy up the river, and then set out on foot in a 
party of about twenty persons. 

VoL, IV, • 4 A "It 
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"It appeared in a short time after their leaving th~ Hio­
nunes, that a considerable intercourse subsisted between the 
interior country and the upper parts of the river; for no less 
than five or six hundred Foulahs were often seen in one day. 
carrying great loads of rjce and ivory on their backs, which 
they were about to exchnnge for salt. The travellers found, 
as they went forwar8, a number of successive towns, distant 
in general six, eight, or ten ,miles from each other, m which 
they were always most hospitably received; the utmost sa~ 
tisfaction as well as surprise being expressed at the appear 7 

ance of white men, of \vhom no'ne had ever been seen even 
at the distance of a few days· journey from the coast. After 
travelling for sixteen days, through a country barren in many 
parts, but fruitful in others, and remarkably full of cattle, 
and after passing two or three small rivers, one of which was 
said to empty itself into .the river Gambia, they arrived at 
the town of Laby, which is distant about two h1,mdJ"ed miles, 
aimost directly eastward or inland fr~m that part qr the river. 
Rionunes, from which they set out on foet. Here they spent 
three or four days, being most c.ordia]ly received by the chief 
or king of the place, who is subo~dinate to tbe king 9f the 
Foulahs. Laby is about two miles, apd a half m circumfer­
enc_e; and is ·supposed to con_tain no.t l~ss than five thqusJlnd 
inhabitants: The state of ciyil;ization is mu,ch. the same.here 
as in the faither part, whi_ch \Y.i!I _\J_e di,~.cri\Jed shortly .. From 
Laby the·y proceeded to the capjt~I of .the foulah.ki11gdom; 
called Teembo, which is seventy-two mHes furt4,er inland; 
and having experienced every where ,the !lame hospitality, 
they arrived there. in the cp4rse of an9ther wee!~. 

" During fourteen days wl1ifh tl)ey passed in the capital, 
they had many conversations, through the mediu,in o( inter­
preters, both with the king and with a person who. acts as 
<l~;,uly to the king in his absence, and with many other prin­
cipal persons It appea~s that the country, su~ject to the 
kirrg of the Foulahs, is about three hundred and fifty miles !u, 
length, from east to west, ancl about two hundred miles m 
breadth, from north to south; and, that the king exercises a 
Vl:'ry ubi tra1 y power, bot,11 in respect to the punishme.nt of 
offences, and many other poi1its, and, in partirnlar, that he 
opens aml shuts up the markets and channels of trade just as 
he: pleases. The town of Teembo is supposed to contain 
about seven J.hous.rnd i11hab:l.f111ts; and the supfriority of th_e 
people of all these interior parts to those on the coast, 1s. 

~re.it in most !Jranchcs of civilization, The houses here 
• 3M~ 
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~nd at Laby, as well as at some other places, are occasionally 
spoken of in the journals from which this narrati\'e is taken, 
as very good, The silver ornaments, worn by some of the 
chiet'women, are said to be equal in value to 20I. There are 
people at Laby 11nd at Tt'ernbo, who work in iron, in silver, 
in wood; and in leather, and there is a manufacture of nar­
ro,v cloths. The chief. ~en are furnished with books, of 
which the subject is generally either divinity or law; and the 
art of reading is' cominon over the country, there being 
schools Jor the instruction of children establi,hed in almost 
every town. 1 Horses are commonly used by the chief peo­
ple, who are said to ride out often for their amusement. 
The s-oil is generally stony; much of it is pasture: Rice is 
cultivated in some parts, chiefly by the labour of tbe wo­
men, the men, a great proportion of whom are slal.'es, car­
rying away the produce on their backs. About one third of 
the country is said to be extremely fertile; the soil is dry, 
and the climate is thought very good. The ni.ghts and' 
mornings were sometimes cold, and the thermometer was 
once as ldw :is 5 I at half past five irr the morning, but it rose 
to near:90 at noon. The professed religion of the. country 
is Mahometanism, and there are mapy mosques; but ,neither 
the priests nor people appear to have much bigotry iu their­
minds, though they do not fail to obs_e~ve the Mahometan 
ceremonies, p·raying five times a day. The punishments, 
which the king inflicts are sever~, especially in the case of 
disrespect shewn to his own authority; hut it appears that no 
Foulahs are ever $Old as slaves 'either for debts or crime's, 
and kianapping seldom occurs, being probably not very prac­
ticable, in the heart of the country. The Fo11lahs, however. 
have been used, till lately, to carry on a very constderable 
Slave '1'ra9e by means of their wars; for tlH'y go to war 
avowedly for the purpose of getting slaves: One of the 
tenets of their religion, which permits them to destroy all 
whom they term infi<lels (a term which seems to include all 
their neighbours), affording them a conve11i,e11t apology for 
every exercise of this horrible inj11st:ce. 

"The Directors have the s;nisfaction of ohse.rving, that the 
two travellers appear, both by the propriety and c011Siste11cy 
of their own condt1ct, an<l by the public decla;ations which 
they mn<le of the p1 inciples which go\'erued the conduct of 
the Siena Leone Company, to have- i11gratiate<l themselv<'s 
much with the nat1\'es, and to have pecul1a1ly possessed them­
selves of the confidence of the chief people. Tix king, 
being asked whether be should be willing iJ c11co11r11ge ,my 
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Europum to settle 1tear him with a 1iiew lo cultiv,dion, reaFlily 
,{Ulswercd, tb.d be W(}llld jurni.<b bim witb land, and cattle, 
a11d men for tbe purpose. Much convei'sation passed at dif­
ferent times conce1 ning the introduction of the plough, of 
wh,ch no one h~d ever heard in the Foulah country. The 
king of Laby offered to send a son to England for education, 
and a principal priest expressed some willingness to do the 
same." 

In addition to the above, we have also received subsequent 
information froIT' Mr. Dawes, the late Governor of Sierra 
Leone. whose readiuess to afford e\'ery aid to our Souety, 
and to communicate to us his extensive acquaintance with 
African sub.iects, is intitled to our thankful acknow lec.lgments. 
Besides confirming the particulars containt!d in the extracts, 
l\fr. Dawes mentions that the climate of the Foulah couiltry 
is, in his opiniuu, more congenial to European constitutions 
than,that which is near 1he coast; the nights being sometimes 
2odej1:reescolderthan they ever are at Sierra Leone, and that 
lie beliens the country to be plentifully supplied with all the 
necessaries, atJd many of the comforts of life. He adds, also, 
that the inhabitants are supposed to carry on a considerable 
traffic with countries still more in the interior, and thinks that 
by means of a Chris1ian establishment in, or near Teembo, 
an easy opening may present itself for others, much nearer 
,to the centre of Africa; ?.llct that Missionaries, settled on this 
plan, may maintain a very frequent intercourse with, the co­
lony ,at Sierra Leone. 

With respert to the qualifications the Mis:;ionaries to this 
E:ountrv should possess; it is requisite in this, as in ,all other 
cases, that they should be Christians, wdl instructed in· the 
prim jpies of divine truth, and live u11der its active influ­
ence, possessing a supreme love to the Saviour of sinners, 
and a fervent zeal for his honour in the world, to promote 
which they are not unwilling to endure the hardships of life, 
or meet the co11flict of death. These are the supreme and in­
dispensible requisites, without the possession of which, no 
Cbri5tian should venture to embark in this work. But it 
seems expedient also, that some subordinate qualifications 
should be attended to in th-e persons engaging on the mission 
in question. The people of Teembo express a desire to have 
Europeans settle among them, with a view to be improved 
in the krJuwledge of ag1 iculture and the mechanic arts; it 
is thuefore,desirable that our Christian brethren should carry 
w'1th them this recommendation, as the condition of their in­
troduction, and t-he pledge of their security; it is the-point 

to 
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to which their invitation is directed; it is also the ground 
whereon our attempts at high'er usefulness must aris"e, Se­
~io11s and zealous Christians, acquai1ited with husbandry, ancl 
other useful, o cupations, appear best suited·for this occasion; 
it would, however, be very desirable, that one amongst them 
sh-0ui{I be a person of ecfucation, standing on equal or su­
perior ground, in respecf to philosophy and literature, to 
that occupied by the priests of the false prophet; and in 
every ·mission a person acquainted with surgery and the me­
dical science, is.an important acquisition. 

We have now submitted, for the consideration of the 
Christian World, the plans which occupy our attention; and 
we may furthe1 add, that in proportion as we advance in the 
discharge of our duty, the sphere of usefulness seems to be 
continually enlargi11g, and the weight and importance of the 
situation we have been called to fill, impress our minds with 
increasing solemnity. We stand in need of friendly aid of 
every sort, and from every quarter; it is a work which calls 
aloud for the energy of e\'ery individual who bears the ho­
nourable name of Christian, and whose heart bleeds at the 
prospect of h..uman calamity, or exults in its happiness. 
, We anticipate, from the zeal of O\fr Christialifriends, the 

assistance we need to accomplish the objects we have in 
view. When there is a project in hand which is intended to 
promote the good of the Africans; to chase away the shades 
of ignora11ce, which envelope their mlnds; to dry up their 
tears, irnd give them the garments of prai!j,e for the spirit of 
heaviness; who will not join in'the generous emqlation to 
forward so bendicent a ,'fork ? There are no people under 
the heavens. we have so deeply injured; nor is there a vir­
tuous d1sposit1011 which warms the human breast, that is 
uot an advocate in behalf of Africa. r 

Those generous minds, who deplore the degrad;ition of 
their .. species, and exert the ardour of their spirits to restore 
enslaved man to the rank he is intitled to fill in the scale of 
rational existence, must rejoice in a plan so pregnant ,vith 
blessings of every sort. What so much ,promo'tes the_· ci­
vilization of man as the Gospel of Christ ? What so· much 
enlightens his mmd, ennobles his heart, and dignifies his na­
ture as this? It is the engine which raises. our fallen spirits, 
and lifts them from earth to heaven. 

Although.the plan of introcluci,ng th~ Gospel into 'heathen 
countries is replete with usefulness of every sort;· is al to­
gether good without any mixture of· evil, and is a_ measure 
against which nothing can be justly all edged, and therefore 

ments 
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merits the countenance of every friend to human happiness; 
:yet to those we principally look for assi_stance whose hearts 
are warmed with the love of Christ. Tbis 1s the commanding 
principle which will produce hoth the instruments aud the 
funds we need. This is the principle which feeds and, cherishes 
C>very other excellence which can reside in-the human heart. 
Tbc love of Christ is the argument of sovereign efficacy, 
which comprehends every motive-that can sway the breast of 
a believer, and rouse the sacred energies of his sou I. 

\Vithout the love of Clmst prevailing above the love of 
life, or the fear of death, let no one venture upon the mission­
ary warfare; but those who feel the inspiring flame, those to 
'Whom the Saviour is more precious than any thing w,hich earth 
or heaven contains, more precious than earthly language can 
express, let them come forward, and consecrate themselves to 
his service in this sacred work. They will have the distin­
guished privilege of being the first to annotrnce the Saviour's 
name among the heathen to whom they are sent; they will 
be recorded in the annals of the church in terms of honour, 
and their memorial cherished and revered in succeeding gene­
rations; or, should they be forgotten in this world, their 
names will be enrolled in the registers of heaven, and be il-
lustrious when all earthly monuments shall perish. _ 

We repeat our earnest invitation to Christians of every 
name to aid the work with their •prayers, their' counsels, 
and their influence. \Ve consider it to be a cause which, 
above all others, demands the support of every one who feels 
for the honour of his Saviour, o! the happiness of his species. 
There is no period in which this duty is not seasonable; but 
are there not many circumstances which more especially press 
it upon us now? We profess not to unfold the mysterious 
purposes of the Almighty, nor lo know the times and the 
seasons which he has put in his own power; nevertheless, we 
wotild not be inattentive to the ways of his providence, which 
illustrate his word. The general impression on the minds of 
the people of God prepare them to expect the approach of 
that predicted period when the Christian church ,hall c.nlarge 
its boundaries. The signs of the latter days advance ;the shades 
of darkness are dispersi'ng; the kingdom of Antichrist is fall­
ing; and the hand of Providence appears to he making arrange· 
ments for a ne\\' .era in human affairs. Under the auspices 
both of Providence and prophecy, is it not a season pec11Jia.rly 
fitting for Christians to improve, by formingand executing those 
plans, which have both a natural and appointed tendency to 
produce the happy events we arc looking for? Let, then, our 

endeavours 
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endeavours to promote the enlargement of our Redeemer's 
dominion on earth, sve energy to our prayers;, Jet us conse­
crate the vigour of our powers to this most blessed work; and 
whilst we see the kingdoms of this world shaken to thei[', 
foundation, a.nd passing away, let it be our unceasing suppli­
cation to our Saviour, " 0 Let THY kingdom come, a11d last 
fur ever!" 

Sicrned l>v order of the Directors, 
0 . 

WIL½IAM SHR U BSOLE; Secretary. 
Nowmber 14, 179,6 . 

..,...,...,...,...,.....,,..,,...,..,.,...,...,..,.. 

INTERESTJNG CORRESPONDENCE. 

LETTER II. 

(See thefir.vt Letter, in our Magazine for August,page 3_z2.) 

DEAR' SJR, From Pris,m--------

J HAVE j~st be~n fav?ured with yo~r·s o~the 1st. instant, 
and shoul<l but ill merit your attention did I delay a. mo­

ment in returning you- and the other gentlemen of your So­
ciety my most grateful acknowledgments for the interest 
yol! and they have ta.ken in my happiness; and giv~ me leave 
to assure you that such a correspondence will not onJy be a 
particular satisfaction, but will, I have no doubr, be of es­
sential service to me in encouraging and strengthening the 
sentiments I have already formed. But I feel concerned you. 
should think there ever was a time that I would have treate1l 
such a subject either with derision or resentment. The early 
impressions, made by the instructions of an affectionate mo­
ther, were too strong ever to be erased; and although warm 
passions and gay company have led me into many follies, be 
assured I never forgot there was an hereafcer, for few days 
ever passed that I did not recom1:,Jend myself to the pro• 
tection of the Almighty. And I hope I am not guilty of pre• 
1iumption in flattering myself that as my heart, GoJ kuow:t, 
was innocent in this unfortunate affair, my punishment will 
not extend beyond this .world; and should it end fatally, I 
am pr.epared to meet death with fortitllde and resignation.­
.0.eath, as a soldier, I have -long been accustomed to ,lo0k 
upon with contempt, and I have often voluntarily faced it 
in the service ofmy country. Such a death, however, as now 
threate1,1s me, would be attended with some very distressing' 
circum,tames, The disgrace it would reflect on my family, and· 
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