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THE COVER PICTURE 

T he shrine of the Marabout-the tor 
of a Muslim • Saint• in the centre 
the picture, obscures the palm tn 
behind, the only sign of life. Beyofi 
on the distant horizor, the Oasis 
Just visible, life more abundant at t 
very source of life. 
Jesus said: "Whosoever drinketh 
the water that J shall give him sh 
never thirst ; but the water that I sh 
give him shall be in him a well 
water springing up into everlasting life 
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Picture " Can These Dry Bones Live ? " 
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CHAPTER TWO 

Other Sheep I Have 

0 N catching sight of Algeria once again, when returning from 
Switzerland in Octob r 1896, Lilias rotter wrote, " He iJ 
there, among those mountains, our ood nepherd finding 

His sheep at last." 

The most ancient of the races inhabiti 
tribes-including Kabylcs and M07,abil s 
who lived in the Roman provinces of Af 
tania, when a high degree of civilisatio 
of Roman buildings an still b s n i 
primitive way of life r turn d aft r 
Empire, and th Arab invasions in th 

hristian era. he Arabs dom· • 
time under the Spaniards, rul 
in 1518. Then, followin 
the country came und 
prescn L politic al . itu, • 
neighbours arc Tunisi 
are now indcp nd nl 
protection for some ye 

The Arnbs now form the 1 

pop11lntion ronsi. t~ of. bout c•i 
a million Europe. n., mo. tly 
proplr arl' ronrt•ntrated m,1in 
there an• scvl'ral lnrg town. ; n 
Algrria is much ), 1g r in c. I nt 
populated. 

Arabic is th mo. t wi ok • 
although different 1l'gion h ir 
bcr of pt•oplc who , n re, bi 
Here ancl there wmronr i. h 

la. sica l hooks "rittcn in er; 
B1-rber l.111g11,1gl's an· . till . J in 
i, nO\\' spokl'II h, ,1lmo,t .,II 
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CHAPTER THREE 

Love Thy Neighbour 

IT was in response to the challenge of J sla rotter 
and her companions settled in Algiers, in 
the capital city. By slow d gr s th y 

into Arab houses with the message of Life. 
aries joined them, and in 1907 this small grou 
the ALGIERS MISSI BA Jn the sa 
house was obtained at El Biar, a suburb th 
of Algiers, on the hills overlooking th por 
Naama "-Arabic for " House of ra 
Headquarters of the Mission. It wa h 
Trotter passed into od's Pres nee, aft ·r f 
self for the pcopl of orth Afri a. But 
been ontinued by those who h, vc followt 

For many years the work was , rried on fr 
parts of Alg-iers. This fine city ha bl-c.ll p 
by the French , and now, with it . uburh., h. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

Reaching Forth 

LI LIAS TROT ER'S vision was, however, much , ider. "It 
was only three or four years after our arrival," she wri , 
"that the call of the inland str·tches began to sound in our 

hearts." Other missionaries had by this time begun to l 

some of the coast towns, and in the hilly region of . yli , bu 
mountains and the desert beyond th m secm,.d to appc I to h r 
to no one else. She made several joum YA to th 
the land ancJ its opportunities. ra.dually th • work 
west and south, and missionaries began to ttl in 
towns and villages. 

Jn 1903 Blida b cam the first town oth 
to be occupi d by th A.M.B. It I 
and is 30 miles inland. Lyin • • 
the Atlas mountains, it is on) r 
centre of Chrea, whi h is situat 
the vicinity there arc some fort 

The town was founded in l 535 
who introduced orang' tre s and 
tural produce is the chi f . ourc 
Blida is at the junction of sevcra r 
different types of peopk can be c n 
llw immncul.1te '" hite robes and hi h t 
south. Roman Catholic influence is ,·e, 
population, many of whom nre of Spa, . 
7 .000 childrl'n enjoy French education in 

B 



schools. Amona the_ Iuslim people. _ hool for teaching the Quran 
{their holy boo·). and chools for teachin~ children to read and 
\Tite , ic. are tablished in mam· quarte _ of the town. Blida. 
possesses _ -eraJ lanre modern hospital-. 

The _ r ·on how • located on the ou • ·ir . of the town and 
a p nt occupied by _ fr · P. _ L u. ll and ;\ llle. J. Guibc. 

for ,- n and children have been th m in feature of the 
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th hildren f th , wh formerly at-
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are m the hands of Jews, Arabs or yfozabites----men from the 
M'zab region, a group of oases 400 miles to the south. The 
Mozabites leave their wives at home and come as shopkeepers to 
the northern towns. Miliana is noted for its fruit and vegetables 
and has vineyards on the st.cep mountain slopes. Above is the 
cork-oak forest, with its cork industry. 

In the first century A.D. the town was a walled-in fort com­
manding the surrounding plat.cau. In the tenth century it was 
rebuilt by the Mozabites. At the time of the French conquest or 
Algeria the town was burnt to prevent it from falling into French 
hands. In 1840, after some years of siege, the French entered and 
soon rebuilt the town. 

In recent years, French schools for boys and girls, and hi h r 
schools for student,, have given the Arab youth a wi-! ·r o ul k. 
Young people take French certificates tA:> prepar the, 
positions as teachers or in the ivil rvic . M, ny r 
trades. Yet the present trend i~ to ~end mor to 1h •""''<11•nm 

Muslim school. Among the middle-ag d p opl • f ~· 
own language ; this is I ft to the rcliaiou 1 . d 
However, many of the people arc indifTcr nt to . f 
and only conform to its practic s as . pro1~ 1ion 
opinion. 

Tt was in 1909 lhnt n hou, v 
Miss Trotter, and mission work v 
more central. One of those wh 
was Miss M. D. Grnutoff, who h 
until now. She lrns recl'ntly bcl' 
work is mninly cJnily ll'n hing, i1 
Gospel message. ow it i the 
children of the first hoy. , nd 
weekly for Tiiblc ten hing ; nnd of the, ·omen " 
a large number lrnvc bet•n regulnr ntknd1·1. fo 

To thr visitors "ho rom,· for i.implc mrd 
an) other cnusc, the Word of od is iw 
Visits to the hospital, o asional col orl:t"t" t 

,\ffrcvillc, a nrnrby town, help to pr~ad the 
many disappointml'nts in the work, but tlwre 
kno,, leclfie of soml' \\ ho diNI in the F, ith, n 
witnessin~, and s<'Crt't believe-1 \\ ho d, re not . 

"Thi' Lord kno\\cth thl'm th,1t are Hi,." 

Pa;!e FC1mreen 
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Classes are also held several days a week for women and children. 
There are still some in the town who remember missionaries from 
earlier years, and this often helps in gaining entrance to new 
homes. 

One of the great problems of evangelistic work-here as else­
where is the number of difficulties which have almost always 
to be faced by Muslims who honestly attempt to follow Chri.,;t. 
Most families will outlaw any memb r who becomes a Chri tian. 
Profession of faith in Christ means, in most cases, that famil • 
and daily work must be given up. hen the co • 
difficult time. Often there i§ much violent 
means that many who sincerely believe in th 
dare to profess their faith op nly. " p cia 
women, many of whom arc seer t bcli •ve , b 
open declaration of their belief. 

To the north of R lizane 
coast of the Mediterran an, w 
work. Since 1945 th 
it is again being vi o 
Relizanc. They hav 
have madc. If mo o 
could be attempt d, not h 

" Whom shall T ~end, , nd wh will f r u ? " 

These Shall Come From th 
" I T is wonderful t w, k up r 
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Trotter on I st Januar 1. 2r.. 
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rounded by a ,-ooded lan<L'-Cape, Tlemcen combine beauty with 
agricultural prosperity. It • at an altitude of 2,400 feet and ha 
sufficient rainfall to supply i cascading .treruns. 

The tm en ·- predomin and i a mu eum of Bcrb r 
customs and remains of r1 It i renowned for it. people 
of high b" • • • am. clcbrntcd for 

hat 
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cover of dark, help those with enqumng minds and sometimes 
hungry hearts. The paralysing fear of their fellow :Muslims makes 
the Arab men hesitate to embrace the Gospel, which carries as much 
conviction and persuasion to their hearts, as to any other sinner, 
when presented in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

What fruit there is in souls saved is precious-though exceed­
ingly sparse in comparison with the years of missionary labour 
in the town. Arab men and women have been baptised in the 
underground chapel, some of whom have faced bitter opposition for 
their faith in Christ. thers have failed to stand finn, C arin 
perhaps the consequences which still threaten those who deny 
Muhammad. 

Behind the word " lemcen " is th 
entreat for." Before there can b fountains of "livin 
at the source there must b intercession. ho will pr 
needy souls? " .. , praying always wi h , II p . y ·r 
tion in the Spirit." 

Mr. and Mrs. A. Port ous, 
station from I 949 to l 95 7, ar 
Britain, for health rca on.. u h pr, y r 
called of the Lord might I found t 
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Tell Ye and Bring Them - ar 

LJLJAS TR TER on cw 
light in which the r, b , 
a twilight settling into n 

wander away, only the b. ncl ' . 1c 
in scores of millions. Let lli v 
till we roll away lhc . tone of unb 
these poor souls into their p1ison-h 

Fifty thousand of these Ar. b. Ii\' 
the eastern part of Al~eria, 190 milt• 
elrvntcd plain, about 3,600 ft>ct .1bo\'C 
and health •, "hich make~ it an impor . 

In I 93·1 St<t if "as o cupied for tlw • 
of 1hr ,\ .?\LB., and then in 1937 a 
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missionaries withdrawn. in 1941 and 1943. But in 1950, with the 
opening of a mission tation at • -. mat, a \·illaQ'e even miles 
, ·est of 'tif, i became pos.siolc to regain touch with man • of the 
families in the o, -n who had been ,-isited, or who·e children had 
attended clasres a o e or other of the two mi. ion hou e . 
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CHAPTER I E 

In The Wilderness Shall Waters 
Break Out 

IT was in 1900 that Miss Trotter paid her first visit to ol a. 
a Muslim centre 250 miles south-cast of l~e with only 
ten European families. From then onwards it was h r pra r 

that a mission station might be established th re. 

Tolga is the most important of a group of thirty 
surrounding region is rocky and barren, h ving only 
inches of rain yearly, Yet an abundant upply of w. t r 
had by means of the twenty wells in th oa.1is. h p. Im 
are the beauty and wealth of th r gion, . nd th fi 
dales form Lhc basic food, 

The growing populalion num 
who were converted Lo slam aft 
villages. The nomad Arabs wa 
Lo place, spending th summ r m 
higher areas to the north, 
and camels. Ther ai also 
of slaves set free by the rcn 

The home-made bri k h 
give good protection from th 
and Llwre is much sickness. 
Even girls from the ngc of tt•n or twl'I\' 
and nrc obliged to \'t>il when they le, ,c t 

,lll imprn I.till event taking place on 
wlH'n the nonind, frnm t lw hills conw tl 
, i,ions. }.fany of tlw }.fu,lims arc vcr • 
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CHAPTER TE .• 

Come Ye, Buy, and Eat 

'· T OU GGO RT was reached at last, and uch a sunset ov r 
the desert ! " It was in March 1894, that Lilias rotter sel 

foot in this large town, 400 miles south of lgi ·r . \ 'h n 
the journey was made by camel it took several day , but now it i 
quickly reached by train or air. 

Touggourt is now becoming an important 
with the recently discover d oilfi Ids in th • ahara. 
first period in the transit of petrol LO the M dit ·rr 
here that the change is mad from pip •-lin r ii,, 

The town is cnt red by a long 
a wide street with white-wa. hed 
two arc European. Behind , 
shops- an important part o 
labyrinth of narrow dark 
one from another. Th h 
In heavy rain they oft n 
their possessions with mud , n 

Friday, the Muslim h 
On Thursday evening 1 

place. The next morn· 
drccls corning from mil 
whole squart• is covered 
kinds an• displawcl iron 
clolhl's oftl'n of the mo 
town is the Roman ,ath 
building-. 011 a hill o\'l'rl 
run by the White ist rs, to 
clail). Behind an• till' convl'll 
only reading and writing. b 
and lace-\\ork. Thell , n fou 
ea h of the ,urrounding \'illages ha. it. m n. 

Tlwn· i, , mi. tun• of people, in ou urt: Jt'\ , 

{ozabitt's and l'groes. The lattt•r, "ho form the L Ip 
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CHAPTER ELEVE .• 

Regions Beyond 

LILIAS TROTTER always had a keen interest in the places 
still unrcachcd. especially the great 
Algeria. She made s veral journeys in 

follower-; have attempted to visit some of th 
tunity has occurred. At som places rcsid<mc 
a while. Bou-Saada, I 55 mile~ sou th of Alg" 
dese rt, was occupied by missionaries from I 
then has been the sct ne of only occasional v 
are dozens of magnificent oases, som with 
scarcely a Christian witness among th<•m. 

Ghardaia , 400 miles from Algier , 
on the road leading across the Sahara, 
some years up to 194 0. During thl• 
visit~ have been made, which it i I 
withstanding the fact that an ind 
couple ::ire now in n •. idencc ther . 
miles south of Algiers, was brgun in 1 , 
tlw r<'sponsibility of anotlwr mis. ion, 

Tlw country of Tunisia was , I • 
v1s1on. Slw journeyed aero. s it.' pl. 
land very much lik,• Algt•ria, but i c 
mi,,io11:11 it•s w<'n' n·,idl'nl in South Tt 
hut si11 rv 1 CJ-10 it hns not bel'n po,. ibll' 

Ncl\\, i11 J().'ill , l'1ght centn·, 111 Al•eii .. n• 
A.1\f.H. Tilt' n •op,·11111~ of tho,,· th.11 h. n• Ix n 
opt ning of fn ·,h 011,·, dt •pt•1Hh 011 till' lmthi:omin 



•• 1 bn••~ _vu 

6 od c,dm_s •• 

nu ,ion h,\\'l' ht·t·n dl'p' ·tnl ,lur 
that 1ht·n· ,\rt· fr\\t't nwmh, ,, 11, l.1, th.1n 

h I 

thn • ,Ht' lt" th,rn l\\l'lll\ un tin· 
1t·11. Othn l\ll"H>th .111· ,II ,, Pt k Ill 

d >thn l,\r 't' II>\\ 11 , hut th, 1111,tl 

111 \ l•·n,\i 11nh .1hout lll l l f 
th' \ 1,1h p11pttl.1tiP11, 

11 • on 1>1 thodP, I ,l.1111, 

t in tht· 10111111\, .ind 
p11l.1t1t>l\\ ,lit' l'lltltt'\\ 

I t\,111•di tit jlllllll\\\ 

·,111 lllll t1111l'h ., \ l'l \ 

1 1hil11 10 111,1k1• 

that tlat' t,, k 1 

11111• d11• 

,I,· h,l\ I' 
I:, p1•l 

11, ,, ith 
I' \\ Ito 

"l.tt 11 •I) 11)1 



ALGIER:-- Ml. ."I BA ~o 
Dar Naama, El Biar, :\lgi r , orth 1\frica. 

iG Marylebone Hi h • tr t, J. ,ntlon, \\'.J, Engla11<1. 

(11) nlifornia I I ·d., Toi do, J __ C hi . 


