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Talks on Tambaram

By a WorLD DominiON Representative.

GROUP of over twenty delegates of the Tambaram

Conference found themselves together on a- liner.
They arranged to meet every day to discuss the topics of
that Conference. Central and West Africa, Egypt, India,
Asia and South America were represented. It was
interesting to note the reaction of different fields to the
dominant problems of the Conference and to realize that
no general ‘ findings ’ can solve all questions. That one
area can learn from the experience of other areas became
apparent. It was also clear that particular fields tend to
become stereotyped in the use of methods of work and
in their outlook. There is not sufficient adaptation of
means to ends, and a thorough examination of everything
being attempted needs to be conducted periodically to
avoid blind alleys or unfruitful results.

Another thought that came to some of us on hearing
national leaders speak of their problems was that, when
it comes to the application of Christianity to ways of
living, we of the West have not so much to contribute to
them as we fondly imagine.
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The group had often occasion to discuss the position
of the missionary in this new day. It was interesting to
note that the indigenous Church leaders were all emphatic
on the need for more missionaries. They insisted that the
task of the Church was merely begun, it was very, very
- far from being within reach of completion. It was so
~ great, in fact, as to be beyond the resources of any indi-
genous Church they knew. This found equal emphasis
whether it was South America, Africa, Egypt and Moslem'
lands generally, or India, and, in short, any other part
of the field. ‘ There are more non-Christians in the world
to-day than there were ten years ago.” That, it was said,
described most situations confronting the Churches repre-
sented. It is in fact as serious as this : that the Christian
Church lives and works to-day in an environment which
is growing steadily more non-Christian.

The Indians complained that the missionary tended to
‘ stay put,” whatever happened to the Church, especially in
the case of the smaller missions who also had a weak idea
of the place of the Church. Missionaries were needed, badly
needed, but so often to-day they were appointed to a particu-
lar station or to an empty bungalow rather than to a new
outpost of a growing work. One-half, at least, of the
areas of India, called for the opening of new work, yet the
missionary force had been more or less stationary for the
last ten years. Mission and Church, it was said, tended
to operate in the same area, and there was often an un-
defined relationship between them. The Church of India
and the Methodist Episcopal Church had planned a closer
relationship between Church and Mission, but there were
still many problems unsolved. The London Missionary
Society in South India had placed its six districts in
Travancore under Indian Superintendents. Many changes
were taking place indicating attempts to meet the chang-.
ing situation, but still the need of more missionaries and
a new strategy of evangelization was felt by all.

Our group never got away from the problem of the
unfinished task and the best approach to it. As dis-
cussion developed, the claims of altogether unoccupied
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regions were set over against those of areas, better known,
bordering on, or interspersed between, the present Mission
and Church fields. It was felt that the first should not
be neglected, but there were often peculiar difficulties of
climate, language and politics which made it impossible
for these areas to be approached by pioneer groups and
inexperienced missionaries. Great loss had been incurred
and little progress made through such efforts. The
Churches and their workers in co-operation with older
experienced missionaries are best fitted to attempt these
“more difficult tasks. It was realized that the problem
of the second, or ‘occupied’ fields, yet wunreached,
or inadequately worked, needed a fresh approach. (1)
Missions who laid claim to them should define the
regions which they could reasonably hope to occupy.
(2) Other missions, preferably of similar views, should
be directed to these areas. (3) The Church should be
encouraged to take over more of these areas as its
evangelistic field. (4) The Church and Mission should
set up joint evangelistic councils for further evangelism.
(5) While a thinly spread evangelism might cover a
large district by an annual visit or so, this could not be
called occupation, and while as large an area as possible
‘should always be covered, the work should be thoroughly
done.

One member of the group pointed out that many
missionaries had no intelligent idea of their surroundings.
She said that the possession of good maps and all avail-
able information of the area was a sine qua non for effective
work : that all that concerned the area, its peoples, their
work, their thoughts difficulties, ambitions, should be
known to the missionary.

Ever and again the contrast between urban and rural
work came up in the discussion. Our African friends
felt that the townships of Africa for the most part were
new creations and the people more active there. Re-
vivals had taken place in these towns which had influenced
~ the whole country51de The African town was still rurally
conscious. '

221



- WORLD DOMINION

 This was different in India, japan and China, where
the ‘old established life of the village is the key to
the missionary situation. In China recent experience
shows that the village is the real unit, from which other
villages can be reached. The market town of a group of
villages is a good starting point. In India there is antag-
onism between the interests of the town and the village, and
the rural evangelist needs to live in the country if he is to
have any influence upon it. The fact that most mission-
“aries are urban-minded and trained, militates against
adequate attention being given to rural areas, which are
still largely untouched, and where a great forward move-
ment is urgently needed. In Moslem lands, where there
is no marked response, it was felt that there should be
widespread witness, and wherever intensive work was
possible it should be centred round the dispensary and
school. It was thought vitally important that men’s
and women’s work should be closely co-ordinated.

This latter proviso, it was considered, did not only
apply to Moslem lands ; it was urgently needed everywhere.
The practice of dividing up interest at the home base
into men’s committees and women’s committees, while
it may once have had reason, was felt to-day to be anoma-
lous. All the resources of the whole Church ought to be.
available for a wisely-planned work centering in the
emergence and growth of indigenous Churches, and the
approach from the outside should be a single one. Many
quite anomalous situations were pointed out in the field
to-day and a great deal of lack of co-ordination and waste
was traced to this separation of men’s and women’s work.
Some missions had abolished this separation on the field
and retained it at the home base. It was felt that this
anomaly should be abolished altogether, if the work
is to be properly co-ordinated.

As the discussion proceeded from day to day, it became
clear that all felt that much extension, now possible, was
being held up by lack of workers and by the want of a
strategy of evangelism. To meet the need of rural areas
a fuller and more intelligent preparation of theological and
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Bible school students was needed. Such workers must
be rurally minded. Those with an urban outlook could
never be happy in such work. In Japan it was asserted
that a Church of fifty to a hundred could, in the course of a
few years, be founded in every village centre, if there were
sufficient workers of the right kind. Present experience
fully justified such a statement.

These problems, viewed from the African, Indian,
South American and Moslem point of view, became
illuminated in unexpected ways. Before we separated it
became clear that any general findings and principles
enunciated by the Conference have necessarily to be
applied to local situations in the various countries. This
is the task which now confronts the various national
Councils and other bodies in the immediate future.

Siam : A Call for Readjustment

As a result of the work of the various missions, the
Church of Christ in Siam has been established. This is an
important event in the evangelical history of the country.
It consists of fifty-three Churches whose members are
Siamese, and twelve whose members are Chinese. Of
these only six of the former and one of the latter are self-
supporting. Most of these Churches are in urban centres
and the organized Church is weak in the rural areas.

The total membership is 10,000, of which 1,070 are
Chinese Christians and the remainder mainly Siamese.
The total Christian community is estimated as 14,000 out
of fourteen-and-a-half million people, which is less than
one in a thousand.

There seems to be a call for a revaluation of the
various types of work. If this should result in freeing
resources for a programme of widespread, and per31stent
evangelism, the result, we believe, would be seen in an
expanding Church, instead of in decreasing membership as
at present.
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