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THE CHURCH OF THE RUSSIAN EXILE

from the Russian experience. It is possible to have a
vigorous Church life under modern conditions, even
when funds are lacking and no assistance is forthcoming,
but in order to survive, the Church needs a close co-opera-
tion between the clergy and the laity, a conception of
Christianity which includes all aspects of human life, and,
above all, a firm faith in the reality of the Incarmation
and Redemption revealed to suffering mankind in the
Person of Jesus Christ.

I Don’t Smoke Now

Among those converted at an evangelistic meeting in Korea
+was an old woman. The visiting missionary who had conducted
the meeting and a Bible-woman taught her as much as they could
-during the short time they were able to stay in that place, and then
passed on. Months afterwards the missionary re-visited the
village and again called on her old friend. The old lady told her
how, after she had left, she sat in her hut in the evenings, puffing
away at her beloved old pipe and thinking of the wonderful Gospel
story and of the love of the Saviour towards her. And as she
thought of Him she felt that she could not sit there with Him (for
:she was sure He was there, the missionary had said He had promised
to be with her) selfishly enjoying her pipe alone, so, she said, ‘ I
held it out to Him, and asked Him to share it.” After some
evenings, it occurred to her that the pipe was very old and dirty
and He was so very pure and holy : it was not fit to offer Him. So
again she smoked alone. This went on for some time, till the
thought came : ¢ If it is too old and dirty to offer to Him, then surely
it is not fit either for me His follower.” She could not put that idea
away from her and so she threw away the pipe, with the explana-
tion, ‘ If it is not fit for Him it is not fit for me either. I don’t
‘smoke now.’

This little incident, told by a missionary recently returned
“from the field, is just another. of those cases in which it can be seen
how safe it is to leave the new-born child of God to the quiet teaching
.of the Holy Spirit. This ignorant old woman ‘ needed not that
-any man should teach ’ her. She was led by the Spirit of God
for she was a child of God.
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