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HADRAMAUT——ITS CHALLENGE

government, and only a few foreigners have been permitted
to gain access, but one of the chief reasons is that the
Christian Church has never really faced the problem of
the Islamic world. It is a hard problem, it is difficult, it
requires great patience, and the results forthcoming are
few. The attitude of the Church towards Islam might be
likened very much to that of the small boy who leaves the
hardest part of a task until the last. :

- Knowledge of the need is sufficient challenge. Now
that the needs of this great province of Arabia are known,
there is no longer the excuse of ignorance. It will be a
difficult task, of course, but difficulty is the very essence of
challenge. Does not the fact that it was only in 1935 that
the first missionary tour into this part of Arabia was made
bring to the lips the cry : ‘ How long, oh Lord ! how long ?’
Here is a country that once knew Christian influence, but
where now there is not a single living Christian. The

- Master’s words clearly ring down through the ages: ‘ Go
ye into all the world !’ and Hadramaut is a part of this
world. As in other parts of Arabia the doors are not wide
open, but they stand slightly ajar. They can only be opened
through prayer and by men and women of really pioneer
stuff who use Christian tact and common sense in their
approach. The only type of missionary work possible at
the moment, and the method that will have to be adopted
for a long time, is patient, itinerating medical missionary
work, ‘'done in close, sincere co-operation with the political
authorities, both local and foreign.

Experience of Christ as Lord

A number of cur readers have written to ask whether the article under
the above title, by the Rev. J. Douglas Adam, D.D., which appeared in
our last issue, might be reprinted. They will be glad to know that it is
now in the press, and will be issued in pamphlet form, price twopence.

Missions and Governments

The series of articles under this title, by the Rev. M. Leenhardt, which
has been appearing in WorLp DominioN, has now been issued as a
reprint in pamphlet form, price sixpence.
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