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The Imponderables

HE volume of Christian progress in the world is difficult to

estimate, because the imponderables cannot be statistically
stated. Collateral forces which work quiet change, and, by indirect
action, lay low obstacles of mountainous difficulty to Christianity,
come creepingly, act silently, and admit of no appeal. A crisis, as -
grave perhaps as that of the abolition of the Caliphate, has stolen
upon the Azhar University at Cairo, and its implications are being
but slowly perceived by the Moslem peoples. For the University
is crumbling, the worm of modern change has burrowed into its very
foundations, and the grave wearers of the big turbans are shaking -
their heads. Fifteen thousand students have dwindled to little more
than one half the number, indeed, the official figure, given during
the recent student revolt against the Rector Sheikh Moustafa el
Maraghi, was only about 5,000.

Here, for a seventh of mankind, was the egg of wisdom, the
primal deposit of knowledge which comprehended all that might be
known of the three worlds of earth, heaven and hell. In Asia and
Africa there was no speech nor language where the voice.of the
Azhar was not heard and heeded. In any enumeration of missionary
impossibilities the Azhar might well head the list. There has been
something so unanswerably massive, a dictum so quite definitely
final in the extreme contempt of Christianity cultivated within the
Azhar, that reason, argument, suggestions for research and a revised
judgment have been demonstrably futile. The lectures of its pro-
fessors, in the marble porticos after the manner of ancient Greece,
have continued with such solid regularity since Jowhar founded the
University when he captured Egypt for Mo’izz the Fatimite Caliph
at the end of the tenth century, that they appeared intangible to
the touch of time and the twists of change.

The empty classes and silent halls have now brought to the rescue
the progressive Sheikh Ahmed el Zawahry, who hopes by a modern
curriculum to fit the students to earn their bread and butter. For
the essential reason for the failure of the Azhar is that its finished
product cannot earn a living. Egypt has been swung into the orbit
of the modern world which hasno use but for a very limited number of
Moslem professors of the old types. There are some arguments
which admit of no answer ; even the Koran cannot gainsay modern
economic facts.

‘Work is not religion, but there can be no true religion without
‘work.”—Rev. G. W. Ripovur.
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