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religious teaching in the ‘ compulsory ’ schools. It is the
laudable aim of the Egyptian Government to make
education universal within a limited period. It is the more
' regrettable, therefore, that the form of education provided
in these schools is so essentially Islamic. Though Christian
parents may nominally claim exemption for their children
from these periods of religious instruction, in practice it is
not easy for them to do so. The Government has at last
promised to appoint teachers who will go round from one
school to another, giving instruction in the Christian reli-
gion to the Christian pupils. Negotiations are also proceed-
ing for a reduction in the number of hours allotted to
Islamic instruction, and for the appointment of some Chris-
tian teachers in schools where a certain proportion. of the
‘pupils are Christian.

The vehement antl-mlssmnary campaign, organlzed by
the Arabic newspapers in 1933, partly for political and
partly for commercial reasons, died down the same year,
having much less effect on missionary institutions than was
at one time expected. Itled the missions to a closer scrutiny
of their methods and their motives, and it drew them
together for co-operation in their negotiations with the
Government. To this extent, it proved a real blessing.
Though there is no indication at present of any active
feeling against missions, the need is still felt for a new
conception of the meaning of religious liberty amongst
Egyptians. Perhaps the surest sign that the leaven of
liberalism is at work is the continuance of the struggle
within the Moslem camp between the conservatives and the
‘modernists. Much depends on which of these two parties
wins the day.

Islam Cannot Stop ?

Sheikh Mohammed Moustafa el Maraghi, head of the Azhar University,
‘marks the increasing respect for Mohammed and the religion of Islam
-among foreign nations, and concludes, ‘ If it be true that the Prophet
is the final guide and leader, and his religion the most perfect in divine
inspiration, then Islam cannot stop where it is now, but its light is bound
to outshine every other light, just as the light of the sun outshines that
«of all the stars.’
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