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Can We Win The War ?

HE bird’s-eye view of Africa given in the article

which immediately follows this Editorial sounds a
challenge which provokes the question : ~can we win the
war ? Can the evangelical forces evangelize Africa ?
Africa is a microcosm, the world the macrocosm. The
problems which confront the Christian Church in the world
are, mutatis mutandis, similar to those which Africa presents
and hence the question becomes: can we win the world
war ? In other words, can we evangelize the world in our
generation ? This is a question which each generation
must ask itself. '

A quarter of a century ago the great World Mlssmnary
Conference was held in Edinburgh. It was a unique
occasion when a unique opportunity was missed. A wise
step was taken in forming a Continuation Committee
which later became the International Missionary Council ;
but the omission to create an efficient Intelligence Depart-
ment was a mistake in statesmanship, and the founders
of the World Dominion Movement, with only limited
resources, have attempted to supply this deficiency.

The creation of an Intelligence Department is the first
duty in the conduct of any campaign, and, when a survey
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has been made, the second step is to 1mplement its ﬁndlngs
But: ]ust here we are confronted with a very difficult task in
the “world missionary enterprise, because of the lack of
central direction. Here Rome has a great advantage.
If the International Missionary Council could efficiently
undertake this task, much would be done to ensure a wiser
distribution of mlssmnary forces. But even the Inter-
national Council is not completely representatlve because
so many of the undenominational missions are not repre-
sented on it. The International Council would welcome,
we are sure, such representation, but many of the ¢ Faith

Missions > withhold it on the ground that their doctrinal
position would be compromised. But is this a sufficient
reason for their abstinence ? The assumptlon is that some
of the Denominational Missions are ‘unsound.’ If this
is so it might be urged that there is, therefore, all the more
reason why missions which claim to be ¢ sound ’ should be
represented on it and make their presence felt.

- The position would be remedied largely if the ‘ Faith
or Independent Missions and missionaries had an efficient
Council of their own ; but in this respect they have much to
learn from the Denominational Missions. The ‘ Faith’
Missions would be in a strong position if they were to unite
in a Council of their own. It would be comparatively easy
for them to adopt a common basis, and efficiency would be
increased if, while not identified with the International
Missionary Council, they could maintain communication
with it on matters of common interest.

The task which Africa presents (and the factors are
common to the world task) cannot be more than very
briefly indicated within the compass of an article such as
that which follows this Editorial. It is more adequately -
dealt with in the World Dominion Surveys. But one of.
the first features is the proper distribution of forces. A
gradual readjustment should take place. In the interests
of needier regions economies should be effected where there
are, comparatively speaking, too many missionaries.

Missionaries are comparatively few in North Africa, but
here two questions may be asked. If there has been so
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little success with the present staff, would additional
missionaries alter the situation ? An instructed Christian
Church would focus universal prayer upon North Africa.
Again, if there had been central direction for North Africa,
would the missionaries have been distributed as they are ?
‘Would the undue proportion of women missionaries in these
Moslem lands have been allowed ? The World Dominion
Survey of North Africa recommended : ¢ common direction,
one field, one force.” . :

As Mr. McLeish points out, South Africa should not now
be reckoned as a mission field. As a matter of fact it should
do very much more than it does for the evangelization of
the rest of Africa. In Basutoland, Swaziland and South-
West Africa, the proportion of Christians to the population
is about one in five. If one Christian cannot evangelize
four non-Christians, then mission work has not been as
successful as it ought to have been. Surely the greater part
of the tens of thousands of pounds spent there should be
transferred to stem the tide of Islam farther north, or to
evangelize millions of unreached peoples in other parts
of the world ?

The application of information provided by an effective

" Intelligence Department, and the adoption of the mission-,
ary principles advocated by the World Dominion Move-
ment, would result in a wiser and more effective
expenditure of millions of pounds which are being
sacrificially given. '

It is with the most profound sorrow that we have to record
the death of our beloved friend, William Kendall Gale, who has
contributed so frequently to WorLp DoMinioN. The last articles.

he penned are now being printed in our pages. They will appear
later in book form and will be added to our Indigenous Church
Series. In Kendall Gale the London Missionary Society has the §
honour of adding to its heroic roll one of the greatest missionaries
_.of modern times. He founded over two hundred Christian Churches.
If every missionary could have the success which Kendall Gale
achieved the world’s mission fields would soon have enough-
indigenous Churches to inaugurate the post-missionary era.
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