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SOVIET RUSSIA AND THE WORD OF GOD 

to be over eighteen years of age, were working in factories 
and were never all free on the same day. The candidates 
had, therefore, to be instructed separately in houses after 
working hours. That was what this Young Men's Society 
had been doing, and now they had to appear before the 
court for their ' crime.' They were asked to recant, but 
they refused, although they· knew that this meant exile. 
They held fast to their faith and were banished to the far­
north, where they wil1 have to do forced labour for many 
years. As far. as is known, not one of them has yielded. 
What a blessed witness ! 

God keep us all, especially our young folks, from denying 
Him ! When the hour of temptation comes, even when He 
lets ·us suffer, He can strengthen us to a faith which He will 
-crown with blessedness, for He Himself is the 'Amen, the 
faithful and true witness.' 

The New Paganism 

A Florence professor, who has spent some time in Berlin, 
-computes that there are no fewer than thirty-two different Germanic 
religious movements in the Reich. The Prussian Confessional 
Synod drew up a manifesto setting forth the Church's conception 
-of the limits of State authority and protesting against attempts to 
use State machinery to subvert their faith; 700 pastors were. 
imprisoned. In comparison with this savage treatment how 
tenderly the Nazi State deals with the New Pagans! They are 
.allowed as much space in the newspapers as they like ; they may 
.advertise their meetings as it pleases them; the authorities will 
.even concede to them those hours normally reserved for Govern­
ment propaganda in which to broadcast their nonsense. All 
-Germany stands by when a deputation-covered with medals and 
,decorations-goes out to congratulate · General Ludendorff on his 
-seventieth birthday and listens while he tells them that he said 
good-bye to Christianity long ago and counsels the nation to follow 
his example. 

This is the most serious aspect of the German situation. More 
~erious than increased air forces or conscription; more serious 
·for Germany herself. What a glorious part a great Germany, 
1ruled by the Christian ethic, could play in the world to-day ! 

T 


