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NORTH AFRICA west of Egypt consists of—

Tripoli, Algeria, Tunis, Morocco, and the Sahara. Its native inhabitants arc all Mohammedans. .

Mohammedanism has nothing in its teaching that can save the soul. It teachcs somc truth, but carefully
denies the fundamcatal doctrines of Christ’s divinity, death and resurrection, etc.

No effort has, until recently, been made to evangelise this part of the Moslem World. It was
consldered impossible to gain an cntrance, much morc a hearing amongst these followcers of the Ialse Prophet.

God has withered and is still withering the political power of Mohammedanism in Africa. Its vices
were too glaring for civilisation to endure. Slavery and piracy in Algeria led to its subjugatior by a nominally Christian
power. Tunis and Egypt followed. Morocco and Tripoli enjoy only nominal independence.

Islam’s spiritual deceptions and social degradations cannot be removed by force of arms.  Only the recception of
the truths of the Gospel can rcinedy thesc evils.

MOROCCO can be reached from London by stcamboat in four or five days; it has an extent of about 260,000
squa re miles (equal to five times the size of England), and a population estimated at from 5,000,000 to 8,000,000. It is governed
by a Sultan, whose name is Mulai Hassan. The country is divided into thirty-three districts, each of which is under the super-
intendencc of a Kaid. The scmi-independent hill tribes are ruled by their own chiels, and scarcely acknowledge the authority
of the Sultan.

The North Africa Mission began work in Morocco in a small way in 1884 ; at the close of 1889 it has substantial mission
premises, with hospital, in Tangier, and stations in Tetuan aud Fcz the capital. It has twenty missionaries in the country,
labouring amnongst Moslems, Jews, and Europcans; but half of them arc at present mainly occupied in learning the
languages. As thc bulk of the population are in villages, many workers arc nceded that this great country may be
cvangelised. : i

ALGERIA (fifty-live hours’ journcy from ILondon) is thc most advanced in civilisation of all thc countrics of North
Africa, having been held by the French since 1830, After great expenditure of life and nioney, it is now thoroughly subject
to their rule. Its extent is about thrce times that ot England, and its population about 4,000,000, principally Moslcms, but
with some tens of thousands of Irench, Spaniards, Italians, Jews, etc. The country has a good climate, and much bcautiful
scenery ; there are inany good roads, and more than a thousand miles of railway.

The North Africa Mission has six mission stations and nineteen brethren and sisters working therc. The bulk of the
people live in villages scattered over the country, and only a very few have, as yet, been reached by the Gospel.

TUNIS is under French protection, and practically under French rule. It is hardly so extensive as England, but hasa
population of about 2,000,000, nearly all of whom are Mohammedans. There are, however, a few thousands of ltalians,
Maltese, French, and Jews, etc., on the coast. Nine workers of this Mission are stationcd in the capital, most of them at pre-
scnt engaged in study; the remainder of the Regency, with its cities and villages, remains unevangelised. Who will go to
them? A Medical Mission would be most useful.

TRIPOLI is a province of the Turkish Empire, scveral times as large as England. It has a population of about 1,250,000,
who, with the exception of a few thousands, are followers of the False Prophet. The Moslems here are more intelligent and
better educated than further west, and more opposed to the Gospel. Two brethren, in 1889, began to'labour for Christ among
them, and notwithstanding their bigotry have been encouraged. A Medical Mission has been attempted with cheering results.

THE VAST SAHARA, with its few scattered millicns of Berber and Arab Mohammedans, remains still without a
solitary missionary. We pray God that soon some brethren full of faith and of the Holy Ghost may be able to preach Christ
amidst the inhabitants of its palmy oases.

NORTHERN ARABIA is peopled by the Bedouin descendants of Ishmael; they are not bigotted Moslems, like the
Syrians, but rather indifferent to religion. Omne brother is working among them, and is sorely in nced of fellow-labourers
willing to endurc the trials of desert life.
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THE ARAL CAMEL.

WILLING-HEARTED AND WISE-HEARTED.

FTER Moses had been instructed to build the tabernacle, he informed the Israelites that God had
commanded, “ Take from among you an offering unto the Lord; whosoever is of a willing heart
let him bring it ” (Ex. xxxv. 5). And “ Every wise-hearted let him come and make all that the Lord
hath commanded” (verse 10). So “ They came every one whose heart stirred him up, and everyone
whom his spirit made willing, and they brought the Lord’s offering” (verse 21). And “ All the
women that were wise-hearted did spin " (verse 23). It would thus appear that the donations for

the building of the tabernacle were entirely voluntary ; the need was publicly stated, and those whose hearts werc

stirred brought their gifts. Moses does not seem to have employed collectors.  Those who gave their labour were
in

invited to come, but no special pressure seems to have been put upon them other than the incentive contained
the facts of the case, that their Divine Deliverer, from Egypt and its bondage, desired to live among them and required
a tent.

In the New Testament the same principles seem to have been acted upon as to giving for the Lord's Service.
The facts of the needs were put before people and the duty and privilege of giving enforced, and then cach indi-
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vidual left to do as his heart stirrcd him up and his spirit made him willing, for God loveth a checrful giver
(2 Cor. ix. 7); and “If there be first a willing mind, it is accepted according to that a man hath, and not according
to that he hath not” (2 Cor. viii. 12).

We have endeavoured to carry out these principles in our Norru Arrica Mission, setting forth by pen and
tongue the needs of North Africa and those labouring there ; but we bave aimed to lcave everyone perfeetly free, so
that all gifts might be truly frec-will offerings to the Lord.

This is the human side of the subject, but what is more important is the divine side. We feel that prayer and
faith in God are the great incans for obtaining help for the work, and we shall be glad if our rcaders will assist us by
frequent, fervent, and faithful prayer. Though our faith has becn often sorcly tried during the last cight or nine
years, and somctimes failed, God's faithfulness has never failed, and He has enabled us to go steadily forward, and
we rcalise that to rely on Him is a blessed reality. He does help us so providentially that though all may be
accounted for by natural laws, yet so singularly opportune does the assistance come that it is evident that God is
acting in grace and answering prayer.

Some months ago moncy had been coming in very slowly for a considerable time, and letters from the mission-
field told of much pressure. We went to God again and again in prayer, for in five wecks only £161 had been
received, or an average of about £32 a weck, instead of towards a £100; but God answered our prayers, and during
the next five'weeks £894 came in, being more than five times what we had reccived in the previous five weeks., No
special appeal had been made to bring this in, only the usual meetings held and the usual publications issued;
evidently God had again heard praycer and sent in what we needed.  Not only, however, is this divine care fclt as to
the supply of the general need of the Mission, byt so often missionaries writing home say that the remittances
forwarded to them come just in the hour of nced, and that when some special waut is felt somce special supply comes
to mect it.  On the other hand, somctimes moncy that we think to be most necessary does not come, and we perhaps
wonder why it is, and in some cascs see that it was to hinder our goitg forward in a course that was not wise, though
there scemed every reason to supposc it was so, but He who sees the end graciously barred the way. It is very blessed
thus to be guided and supplied by the Lord, but very humbling to remember how, notwithstanding this we have
often becn self-willed and unbelieving, though perhaps trying to persuade ourselves we werce secking God's will and
trusting only in Him. We do scrve an easy Master ; He does deal leniently and graciously with His Iscrvants who
desire to pleasc and glorify Him ; surely no earthly master would be so kind and gentle with such failing oncs.

It is interesting to notice the different ways in which the Lord’s scrvants are guided to help in His work. One
young man of slender means sends four shillings to us regularly month by month. T wish we could all learn to give
systematically, Four shillings may not seem much, but it means two pounds cight a year, and many a far morc
wealthy person would fecl they had done their part by sending a pound or guinca. Two sisters send ten pounds to
support a lady worker for two months. A lady who thought of going to Algeria as a missionary, but on account of
age did not go, scnds thirty pounds to support a substitute for six months, Thus these devoted servants of Christ,
though not permitted the joy of going out themselves, are able to realisc that in their room some onc else has gonc
forth, while they work in the home ficld.

A carpenter with a young family sends ten shillitigs, and a forcman on a farm sends a similar sum.  ITow precious
to God are these gifts from those who could well spend all they carn on their own families and homes. A domestic
scrvant sends five shillings, and a costermonger gives five shillings, while another servant gives two shillings, and a
farm labourer’s wife the same. A washcrwoman gives two shillings also.  We believe that there must be a true
desirc for God'’s glory when those in humble circumstances freely and cheerfully give to the Lord’s work.

Twenty pounds comes from a missionary, five pounds from another, and two pounds from a third ; a fourth sends
out of the small allowance sent her two pounds to pay for drugs; a fifth sends a thankoffering of thirty shillings,
and a sixth eight shillings, not to speak of othcrs who help one another in times of need. Those who have seen
and realised the need are perhaps the most liberal givers in proportion to their ability. They are stirred both by
love to the Lord and compassion for those who sit in darkness.

Another brother sends three hundred pounds, though he had sent onc hundred only a few weeks before, fecling
that His Lord descrves it all and far more; another sends two hundred pounds, as he has donc for three years



Acrit, 1392 NORTH AFRICA. 1

previously. Many of those who give most liberally scem especially to fecl that it is a privilege more than a duty to
give. Then we receive some jewellery from those who have learned that such ornaments are beneath the dignity of
a child of God. Others, again, give collectively either by a collection once or twice a year among themselves or by
regularly contributing to a treasurer, who remits to us once a quarter or once in six months, Others have collecting
boxes, and at the breakfast-table on the Lord’s Day various members ot the family contribute as they feel led.
Some like to arrange a sale of useful articles and remit us the proceeds, while others send garments for natives and
also for missionaries.

Thus in various ways does the Lord sustain his work through His servants, and so He will continue to do as
we endeavour to walk in His ways. When some brook Cherith dries up and we are wondering what will happen, He
commands some widow woman to sustain us. His resources are not only infinite in measure but infinite in variety,
So we will trust in God and go forward ?

NOTES AND COMMENTS. Applications for native garments for boys, girls, and women

Mr. Mensink and Mr. Edwards paid a brief visit to Casa- | 27¢ constant.ly being received from the various missipn stations.
blanca, a Moorish town on the Atlantic seaboard of Morocco, Friends desirous of helplqg, by the formation of sewing classes,
in the latter part of January. They remained there nearly a etc., “,”u be glad.l){ supplied with paper patterns and fu.ll -
week, exploring the town, and endeavouring without success structions on writing to the Office of the Mission, 21, Linton
to find a house suitable for commencing a small mission work, Road, Barking.

There is a large population of Moors, Jews, and Spaniards,

and a small English community. The Moorish Government Dr. H. Grattan Guinness has again sailed for the United

only permit a certain number of houses to be built, and as | States, where he hopes to put forth fresh efforts on the behalt

Casablanca is a thriving commercial town, every house and | of the Great Soudan. After being comparatively unknown for

hut is crowded to it utmost extent, Our brethren have since | centuries, the dark curtain that has so long hung over this

returned to Tangier. region is being gradually lifted, and its vast territories and
¥oOX R K populous tribes revealed to the civilised world,

Mr, W. Summers, Mr. C, Mensink, and Mr. J. J. Edwards England and America are vying with each other in their
have left Tetuan, where they have been living for the past | efforts to carry the Gospel into these negro kingdoms. The
twelve months, and have been succeeded by Miss Banks and | C.M.S. are pushing forward their stations on the Niger to the
Miss Bolton, who have taken up their residence in the house | borders of the Haussa States, where Mohammedan influence is
formerly occupied by the brethren. They hope shortly to be | almost dominant; and now it is hoped the newly-formed
able to commence a medical work amongst the Moorish | Soudan Mission of the Y.M.C.A.’s of Kansas, America, will see
women of that town, their way to take up work in the Western Soudan, the large

L S district lying between the Niger and the coast of Senegambia,

Mr. and Mrs, Cheeseman have returned to Mascara, their | and which is at present almost free from the blight of Islam,
former field of service. Mr./Cheeseman removed to Oran in | There is need of much prayer for this dark land.
the autumn of 1888, in order to have the advantage of the
Arabic College course, from which we believe he has greatly
benefited. The work in Tunis just now calls, for much praise as well

* ¥ X R as prayer. Mr. Bureau, on page 59, reports most hopefully
of his school work. Mr, Mercadier sends us an account of a
visit to Bizerta, These short expeditions into some of the many
towns lying around Tunis with copies of the Scripture for sale,
bringing him as they do into personal contact with the perishing
Moslems and other nationalities, is a step in the right direction,
and promises to yield fruit. Miss Harris also has a note of praise
regarding her French work, and just as we were going to press a
most interesting and’cheering journal was received from Miss A.
Harding, telling of great blessing amongst the Arab women.
We regret, however, being obliged to hold this back till our

next number.
¥ %X X % * X *  *

Our brethren in Tripoli have lately had the pleasure of Our esteemed brother, Mr. E. Cuendet, writes us that it has
a brief visit from Mr. Flad and his fellow-labourer amongst | been arranged to hold a conference, at some central spot, of all
the Jews in Tunis, and who were on a missionary tour | the missionaries labouring in Kabylia, from the 4th to 6th May.
along the coast. Several of the Jewish synagogues were | We would ask prayer that this may be a tinie of much refresh-
visited, and conversations held with some of the rabbis. The | ment ot soul to these lonely workers.

Jewish missionaries found it a great drawback that they did
not know the language of the people, and few except the rabbis
can speak or understand Hebrew. The visit was the means We notice in the Courier diu Dimanche the appointment of
of awakening some considerable interest both in Tripoli and | Mr. Yandell to the pastorate of the French church at Mascara.
the Jewish village of Amrus, and many portions and Testa- | We hope this will be a source of strength to our brother, as
ments in Hebrew were distributed. Mr. and Mrs. Yandell are both English, and earnest Christians,

* * * *

X * 3 *

A meeting for prayer is held every Friday afternoon at the
Office of the Mission, 21, Linton Road, Barking, at 4.30. The
trains from Fenchurch Street at 3.50, and Dalston at 3.30,
changing at Bow, arrive in time for the meeting. That from
Liverpool Street at 4.11, if more convenient, is but a few
minutes late.

We should be glad if friends of the Mission would join us
occasionally, to remember in prayer this growing work and its
fifty workers. :

Tea is provided at the close of the meeting.

* * * *
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VISIT TO BIZERTA, TUNIS,
By MRr. G. MERCADIER,

Mr. Mercadier, as noticed in our last number, has been visiting some of the towns lying around Tunis, scattering
the Word of God, and telling of Him who is the living Word.

The journey of which we give some particulars was to Bizerta, an ancient coast-town about thirty-six miles from

Tunis in a northerly direction, and built near the shore in the form of a vast triangle.

Two canals cross the town,

uniting the sea with a large and deep salt-lake.. It has a population of possibly five or six thousand, of which only

about two hundred are Europeans.

I sTARTED in the omnibus, taking with me a bag and my box
containing Bibles, New Testaments, and a few other books.

My companions during the journey were a lady and her little
daughter, a brigadier d’artillerie and two other travellers.
Passing through a vast wood of olive trees occupying the space
between the two hills of Djebel Ahmar and Djebel Naali,
we arrived, after a rapid drive, at Sebalat, a sort of Arab café
with gardens.

Everyone was beginning to feel tired, conversation slackened,
and I felt it was a good time to begin to speak of the Gospel
to my fellow-travellers; so I opened my bag and took out
some books, which excited the curiosity of my neighbours.
The lady, asking my permission to look at them, remarked,
“ 1 suppose monsieur is a bookseller ?"

% No, madame,” [ replied, ‘1 preach and spread the

Gospel.”

My reply occasioned some comments, but letting their first
impression alone, we began to talk about my Gospels and my
reasons for spreading them. All sorts of questions were put
to me as to the why and wherefore.

I told them it was to make the world happier and better, and
to give the people eternal life.

The lady at once bought some books from me, saying, ‘ Ah,
monsieur, when one has children one must think of them.”

“Yes,” 1 said, “and above all bring them up in the
knowledge of God.”

The soldier, who was just returning from a wedding in
Tunis, then got imto conversation, telling me he had seen a
large Bible given to the newly-married couple by a Protestant
family. I smiled as I told him I had sold this Bible a few days
before, so knew all about it. After further conversation he
bought some books to read during the hours off duty.  After
we had gone thirty miles, the “ diligence " stopped at a small
wooden hut to change horses. From there we could see the
remains of the city of Utica, which is now only a miserable
village, the still more miserable population alone giving life to
the ruins of this once vast city which overlooks the Kuba, or
tomb of Bou-Chateur, the name by which the village is now
known, The remains give no idea of the ancient splendour of
this celebrated town, founded twelve centuries before Christ.
Carthage alone eclipsed it in magnificence and size, and, like
Carthage, it has been completely destroyed. The plough of
the “fellah” digs furrows on the site of the splendid edifices
and buildings, of which every vestige has disappeared. But
though time brings great changes to all things on earth, “the
word of the Lord endureth for ever.”

At this place we changed horses, and were able to get a
hurried meal ; then the omnibus started off, to stop no more
until we reached Bizerta, after a six hours’ journey.

On arriving I immediately opened my box, and each of my
travelling companions bought Bibles ; it was a good beginning
for me, and I thanked God in silence for thus blessing the com-
mencement of my work, Having secured an Arab room in
which to sleep and to put my books, I went ‘round the town.
Burrounding the quays are numbers of small houses and shons,

and, unfortunately, numerous cafés for the sale of absinthe,
which are frequented by many Europeans and natives.

The next morning, feeling rested from the fatigue of the
journey, 1 began my work with good courage. 1 first en-
countered two young sailors in a café. They seemed quite
astonished to be spoken to, and still mofe so when they saw
the two New Testaments which I put into their hands, saying
as I did so, ““If 1 give you the Gospel will you promise me to
read it? One has need to think of one’s soul, and seek salva-
tion through Christ.”

From there I went to an Arab café, but to my great regret
found the people in it, though numerous, quite illiterate. Not
being able to sell, I read the Gospel to them, translating it into
Tuuisian Arabic. The parable of the ‘ Lost Sheep ” especially
interested them, as probably some among them were shepherds.
1 took advantage of their attention and preached to them.

They told me they had Jesus Christ and His teaching in
their books.

“ But you have not Him in your hearts,” I replied.

This was quite enough to cause discussion on the need ot
pardon, which I told them could only be given by believing in
the death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ, who was
the expiatory sacrifice for our sins,

To the Mussulmen such a doctrine is not welcome, but some
are usually found interested, and in my improvised congrega-
tion were some who showed signs of assent and interest in
what [ said. I visited several cafés, but disposed of no Gospels
on account of the ignorance of the people.

I was more successful in the barbers’ shops, where, after a
little friendly talk, I sold a few copies.

After visiting several shops, | came before the gate where
many strangers were coming and going. There my books
were more appreciated, and [ was able to sell some New
Testaments, also two Bibles, and some Gospels and tracts,

A camel leader with an intelligent face could not help turning
aside and, with longing eyes, touched and opened my books.
I1e could read very well, and although in a hurry, he stayed a
little to ask me ““ Why a ‘roumi’ Christian sold such books,
written in Arabic, and so pretty.”

1 told him it was because I loved the Mussulmen, and
because I desired that they should understand the teaching
of Jesus Christ,and so be cleansed from their sins and become
the children of God. The bronze face brightened ; he smiled,
and, unable to buy a Bible, he bought a New Testament, and
went running after his camels.

One of the gate-keepers followed this good example; he
wanted a Bible, and bought one after much bargaining, I
showed him several passages to be read. By this time the
sun was setting, so | decided to go through the narrow and
muddy streets of the Arab quarters before night fell. On my
way I met an intelligent-looking Arab, seated at his desk
reading a paper. I went into his shop, and after the usual
salutations, showed him a Bible before he offered me a seat
and a cup of coffee. He looked at my volume and at mé fot
4 minute ; then sajd—
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“But I know the Holy Bible long since,” at the same time
taking from amongst other books a magnificent large-type
Bible which he had had for years.

This led to a long conversation on our Christian principles ;
also about the desire we have that the Arabs should become
Christians. He himself seemed very accessible to Gospel
truth. To my great surprise he told me he was engaged in
the sale of pigs.

“ A Mussulman does not often do that business,” ] said.

“No,” he replied, “ but it brings in a hundred per cent.”

After more talk with my agreeable companion I left,
promising to go and see him again before I went away.

My work next day began early, visiting the Jews and
ltalian workmen. I sold my books in their eafés and shops;
the bootmakers particularly seemed eager to get the Bible.

In a café frequented by Europeans I put my books on a
table, and many came round to read and buy them, and
thus I was able to have a few words with one and another,
One of the customers, a drunkard, asked me for an almanack.
At once I offered him a temperance one, adding—

“ This is what you want, mon ami.”

He took it and paid for it, and then quietly sat down to read
it whilst enjoying his absinthe.

“T hope you will make a good use of my book, my friend ; I
am sure you need it,” I said.

“ Monsieur le pasteur,” he replied, *“ keep quiet a minute ;”’
and soon after he came up and bought other books, also a
Bible, and quietly left, after shaking hands in a friendly manner.

Among the Jews I also sold a few books, and could have sold
others had I a better stock. People came to see me up to ten
o’clock at night.

The next day, my stock of books being completely exhausted,
and having visited all the Arab and European quarters, I
returned to Tunis. We pray that God may bless His own
Word thus distributed, that it may not return unto Him void,
and I trust He will enable me to go again into different places
to spread the tidings of the Saviour’s kingdom till He come,

B I

GATHERING OF YOUNG CONVERTS IN
TUNIS.

By Miss M. F. Harris.

I reen [ must send you a few lines. Our hearts are over-
flowing with thankfulness. This time last year we were only
a band of Missionaries met in the Saviour’s name, buf yester-
day we had with us seven out of twelve whom the Lord
has brought out of darkness into His marvellous light during
the past two monthe. The other five were prevented by different
reasons from being with us, but none the less are they sharers in
our joy and praise. Mr. Flad (the English Missionary to the
Jews) and his wife came to 1meet the converts, and he kindly
presided over the meeting, which was, of course, very informal.
After tea and hymn singing, he gave a short address, and then
one after arother repeated a verse of Scripture and gave his
testimony, How I should like you to have heard the

BRIGHT, DECIDED WORDS

of glad confession. The first came from a Roman Catholic, who
has been at the meetings regularly some six weeks or more,
but up till last Sunday had always so much to dispute and
argue about, though evidently really seeking the truth. That
night he went home with John iii. to read and think and pray
over, and the Tuesday following came up here to say his
doubts had all gone, and he already felt a different man. At the
little meeting on Christmas morning he gave thanks in prayer
for the pardon and peace God had granted bim, and in the |
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cvening was, oh! so happy in Christ. Another was a young
Jew, who said, “ I have known the Old Testament for years, but
always thought there was something wanting—it was not com-
plete ; now 1 have found in the New Testanient the fulfilment
of the Old, and I thank God for sending Jesus to die for me
and for making me a new creature in Christ.” This is his one
idea when speaking of what God has done for him. “I am a
new creature,” and when he sees others, unconverted, coming
to speak with us in the meetings, he comes up and says: “I
hope these gentlemen will accept the Saviour and become new
creatures, like we are !”

One day he came up, looking very unhappy, to tell us his
mother had

TORN UP HIS EIBLE,
and he had been miserable to be without it all day, We gave
him another, which he will try and keep securely, and then he
knelt and asked God to forgive his mother and bring her to
the light.

The other evening, when three ot them had testified for the
first time, a Frenchman sprang to his feet in a furious passion,
denouncing them as hypocrites: “Only Jesus” (with intense
scorn) “ would make such a false profession,” etc.,, etc. The
three sat quite still without replying one word, and when the
offender had gone they prayed for him so earnestly, and one
bright, determined little fellow poured out his heart to God,
saying: “O Lord, I cannot say anything to Thee, unless I
say that I asm altogether Thine. Thou dost read my heart, and
it is Thine.”

Sad to say the dislike and mistrust of the Jews is almost
universal here as everywhere, but we are doubly thankful that
God by His Spirit is stirring up such

A REAL SPIRIT OF ENQUIRY
among them in Tunis, and seven out of the twelve whom we
trust are now ‘‘in Christ” are those who are “ beloved for
the Father’s sake,” and as Jacob puts it,  we are Jews, but we
are Christians, and we only want baptism to settle the matter
outwardly.” Several are desiring this, but we must wait
patiently till the Lord shall make the way clear.

Another testimony was from a dear old man with grey hair,
who, as simply as a child, has come to the Saviour the last
fortnight, and is sure He has been accepted on the authority
of John vi. 37. He with his wife and two sons (the eldest
twenty-one) read, sing, and pray together every evening.

Two others with us were Mr. F— (the ex-infidel) and
“ Tahar,” the young Arab who has been turned out of his
home, He says, ¢ The others are very happy, but I think I am
the

HAPPIEST OF ALL,

because I have had to give up more for Jesus.” One of the
greatest proofs of his reality is the cheerful, even glad way in
which he does his daily work, though so inferior to what he
had before. God has graciously sent us, from a friend at home,
some much needed money to buy him clothes, and by Sunday
next he will be comfortably rigged out in a new suit.

I have not time to tell of all the others, but among them was
E. F., whose conversion, as related by Miss Grissel, was printed
in the February number of Nortu Arrica. At each meeting
since his conversion he has bravely stood up for his Lord.
Semetimes he is assailed by shouts of derision before he can
get out many sentences, but his very patience and calmness
speak volumes. Will you pray that he may be kept very
humble and very true, and be made a blessing to many of his
old friends? We are now seeking for guidance as to his future ;
his one desire is to be a Missionary, but he has no means of’
support, ‘but with God all things are possible.” His growth
in grace the past fortnight has been very rapid, and to hear
him speak and explain the truths of the Bible, one weuld think
he had known the Holy Spirit's teaching for months;
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EXTRACTS FROM WORKERS’ LETTERS.

Fromt Mr. BUREAU (Tunis).

The work is going on with steady progress. Some of the
dear Arabs seem so anxious to know more and more that it is
areal delight to have Bible readings with them. One fact
will prove to you how delighted some Mohammedans are to
read God’s Word. The other day I had two visitors in my
room, one of whom I was sure was a staunch Mohammedan,
and the other a man who accepts Christ’s Sonship and
divinity. This last began to read a chapter of the Bible, when
suddenly the former stopped him, saying that it was a sin for
a Moslem to read such a book. He still continued reading,
however, remarking to me that he did not care a bit what
people said about his reading God’s Word in my house. He
also added that this man who had told him that it was a sin to
read the Gospel was a man that drank wine, cognac, and
everything strong. ¢ So,” said he, ““think of the ignorance
and the fanaticism of these people who do not consider as a
sin the fact that they get drunk every day, while they say that
the reading of the Gospel is a great sin.” This is a fact regard-
ing Mohammedans in Tunis: they are immoral, drunkards,
liars, and robbers (in spite of Canon Taylor’s assertion), and
yet these same people would not read the Bible, fearing to lose
their privilege as Mohammedans. But, thank God, there are
here some chosen ones that give the missionaries joy, and it is
such as these who will by-and-bye be members of the first
native Church in Tunis.

From My. VAN TASSEL (North Arabia).

Mr. S, Van Tassel, writing from the Syrian Desert, under
datc of February 1st, says :—I have now been out here over
threc weeks, and everything is going on favourably. We have
had rather sevcre weather—snow, wind, and ice—but on the
whole I have been very comfortable, and find that I can easily
live out here among the Arabs during the winter. Praise God,
the Gospel is being preached in a small way to some of the
many thousands of Bedouins. May He raise up others
quickly to spread the good work !

| expect to be here at least two months longer before
returning to Homs., I am well and happy. God is very good
to me, both in body and soul. I know that you are all praying
for the work here, and will continue to do so. The sheik with
whom [ am, seems favourably inclined towards the Gospel ;
when others oppose it with the Koran he rebukes them, and
tells them that the ‘Towrat” (Bible} is the truth, and that
they and the Koran are all wrong. Others seem to be turn-
ing with him, and listen to the Word and the Truth. Let us
praise as well as pray for the beginning, even though itis
small,

From Mr. CHEESEMAN (Oran),

During the month of January a young Arab woman took
refuge with us, whosec history, so far as I could gather, was as
follows. Married to a man who had ill-used her, she was
ultimately divorced. After a while her parents wished to
marry her to a man very much like the first; on her refusal
she was turned out of house and home, and for more than two
months was an outcast, spending her -time at various houses
not always the best. Then some one told her of us, and she
came very early one morning begging of us to receive her,
which we did there and then. She worked heartily and well,
and in a few days, at her request, we clothed her in European
clothes. Immediately her friends knew of her welfare they
visited me, professing to be very pleased, telling me to take
care of her ; but finding in the course of a few days that in our

hands she was likely to become a Christian, they c!id _every-
thing they could to persuade her to leave us. Finding her
determined to remain, her parents offered to receive her back,
and reinstate her in her family, and it was just at this pomt
that she fell ill with influenza. Our doctor prescribefl for her
as for ourselves, but her friends persuaded her that it was a
pestilence sent by God as a punishment, with the res.ult t}.1at
she went home., She, however, gained this—that whl!e with
us she had the truth prescnted to her faithfully, which we
trust may bring forth fruit. The fact also was clearly
demonstrated that so long as she was adrift on the world,
becoming lower and lower, her friends took no notice of her;
indeed, one of her uncles told me that her father would not
look at her if he saw her being murdered in the street, so

bitterly did he feel towards her, his family being a noble one ;

but as soon as she fell into our hands they left no stone un-
turned to remove her from our influence. The girl still visits
us from time to time, and says that if they begin again to
persccute her she will return to us.

From Mr. H. G. HARDING (Tvipoii).

Yesterday I had many patients, although the medical
mission is not yet in proper working order in our new quarters.
1 saw and attended to one after the other till it was past mid-
day, and then told them we must go and get dinner, for of
course we arc too busy at present to cook in the house, and
the native cookshops, which are our only resource, are closed
soon after the mid-day prayers. Wec told the people they
must come again in the afternoon, and they scemed quite con-
tented ; time is of no consequence to an Arab, an hour’s wait-
ing is nothing to him, and unfortunately he thinks it is nothing
to any one elsc, which is sometimes awkward. We went as
quickly as we could to get the twopennyworth of stew which
constituted our dinner, and on our return we found the
patients still sitting placidly in the street. One man, however,
for whom I had threatensd to open an abscess, had seized the
opportunity to escape. 1 expected he would do so, for an
Arab dreads the knife more than fire ; he will allow a doctor
to operate with a red-hot iron, but not with a lancet. He seems
to dread losing any blood. To-day we had our little English
service for the first time since we moved into this house.
There were four others besides ourselves present, and we had
quite a nice little service. We hope that now we have a
proper sitting-room in which we can hold services we shall be
able to have them continually.

From Mr. G. B, MICHELL.

Our brethren in Tripoli have amongst their constant visitors
two young men who, like the Scribes and Pharisees of old,
are very zealous for the traditions of their religion, and, more-
over, exceedingly earnest in their endeavours to convert the two
missionaries to Mohammedanism, Mr. Michell says, “ One is
a great controversialist, and is always discussing the law and
the prophets, and going into the philosophy of their religion;
while the other is great at prayers and all kinds of religious
observances. ;Sometimes he stops his friend and asks him
what is the good of discussing all that, seeing we are blind,
because we won'f see. Then he turns to me and says, ‘Oh,
Michell ! what a fearful thing it will be for you when you will
be in the fire, and you will remember your friend, and wish
you had listened to his words and believed in the prophcts!’
etc. Then he urges me, when it comes to my last moment,
just to say, ¢ There is no God but God, and Mohammed is the
prophet of God,’ and if it is with my last breath the prophet
will accept it. Then hc tells me that if I will not accept it
myself, at least to tell the Tabib Effendi (Mr. Harding) what
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he says, so as to give /im a chance! It is quite a lesson to
myself to see how earnestly and faithfully they preach their
own religion, though unhappily it is such a false one.””

From: MISS GRANGER (Conslaniine).

Thinking, perhaps, a little change would do us both good, as
the weather was so bad here, we took a supply of gospels,
tracts, etc,, and went to Biskra, a semi-Arab town, built on an
oasis within the desert. The weather was lovely there, quite
warin, and we were able to get about and visit all the villages
near. At the end of three days our supply of books was
finished, and Miss Colville, feeling very poorly, we came
home ; it proved to be a bad attack of influenza, from which she
has been ill ever since. But we did so enjoy our visit ; it was
indeed a treat to go into Arab villages where there are no
French. One village, fifteen kilometres from Biskra in the
desert, interested us very much, with its soo houses, and
80,000 palm trees. One French woman has opened a drink-
ing shop in the middle of the village—is it not dreadful ?—
demoralising the poor Arabs. We stuck some texts on her
wall, gave her a Testamnent, and spoke a few words to her.
We feel quite sorry to come away and leave all the dear
Arabs, they gave us such a hearty welcome, it made us long
more than ever to live quite ainongst them. We visited some
of the Nomadic Arabs, where we had another welcome, the
women bringing out of the dirty tents most beautiful carpets,
which they spread outside for us to sit upon, also dates, and
goats’ milk in pretly bowls, which they begged us to partake
of. Although there such a short time, we saw a good deal of
the people.

FOR THE YOUNG.

ARre there any young people, I wonder, who see NorTH
Argrica lying on the table, and think :— Oh, that is the mis-
sion paper that mother and father take in. I don’t suppose I
should care to read it.” T used to think books were * dry ”
if they were about girls or boys over twelve when I was under

that age, and I used to look out for the *“ Pages for the Young ” !
in the Sunday at Home, etc. ; so perhaps you would like some- |

times to have a little piecc of Nortu Arrica all to yourselves;
of course, the older people can look if they like. I wonder if
you to whom I am writing this paper are little Christians, and
mean to work for Jesus, or whether you are trying not to
think too much about your souls. Some people try to

FRIGHTEN AWAY

all serious thoughts, like little boys scare away birds from the
seeds. But although you may have hushed your thoughts
often, yet they come again, don’t they ? How much happier
to have ‘“a mind at perfect peace with God!” And we may
all have this,
don’t know what happiness you are losing.

But I am sure some of you are among Christ’s lambs, and
want to please Him and serve Him.

There are so many /i#tle ways in which we can scrve llim
at home. Some one says, home is the hardest place to bear
witness for Christ. Well, if it is <o, let us be Christ’s heroes,
and be just like our Captain af fosme.,

I wonder if

ANY OF YOU

who love the Lord take an interest in the little children in
heathen lands. How dark their lives must be without know-
ing anything of Jesus’ love, and often without any home love
at all!

If you have not begun to serve Christ yet, you !

Perhaps you think you cannot do anything for these children
but let us see if you cannot. They do not have many nice toys,
but the missionaries sometimes have parcels of pretty things
sent to them tfrom England to give to them, and they are so
pleased. Now, could not some of you make little scrap-books,
or pin-cushions, etc., to send them ? or, if you can work nicely,
make some pretty coloured shirts for them?—these give very
much pleasure,

I read such a nice story a little while ago which was in the
New Year’s letter of the Scripture Union.

Those of you who belong to the Children’s Scripture Union
will probably know it. I will tell it you, as it shows that
children can help very much.

A lifeboat which was returning on its errand of mercy from

A WRECKED VESSEL

was just a dozen yards from the beach when she grounded.
Several fishermen who were anxiously watching instantly
ran into the surf, caught the rope flung from the boat, and
pulled with all their might and main. But not an inch would
she move.

Then the women came to give their help, and they, too,
pulled ; but still all seemed of no avail.

At last the children on the beach got leave to give their
help, and all who could caught hold of the rope end, and the
rest held their comrades round the waist. Then came a long
pull, and a strong pull, and a pull altogether, and

THE THING WAS DONE ;
the poor shipwrecked sailors were saved.

You see, the children’s weight did make a difference in the
pull. And so your weight can make a difference ; and would
you not like to make a difference in drawing the people of North
Africa out of darkness ?

I know something else that you can do now-—pray for the
missionaries.

I think it is so nice to have one special missionary to pray
for regularly every day, and to let that one be your own repre-
sentative. Who knows what help you may be giving, and in
God’s sight be doing real mission-work ?

Butif in the future you want to be real live missionaries,

YOU MUST BEGIN

by being missionaries at home, and practise self-denial in
little things.

A little boy of about seven whom I once knew said he was
going to be a brave soldier when he grew up, and so he used
to practise being brave by banging his head against the wall
without crying,

Now, this was not very wise, but can you not in somne way, by
God’s help, prepare yourselves for the future ?

Don't forget to pick out one special missionary, and pray
earnestly for that one.

FRESH WORKERS.

Miss R. J. FLercuer and Miss Edith Gill, students from
Doric Lodge, the female branch of the East London Training
Institute, have been accepted for work in North Africa, and
will go out as soon as the necessary funds are in hand for
their outfits and passages.

OUTFIT AND PASSAGE FUND.,

Frienos desirous that any portion of their gifts should be

. devoted to the outfits and passages of fresh workers, will

please state this when s2=nding, as these gifts are kept distinct
.rom the generzl funds of the Mission.
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THE NORTH AFRICA MISSION.

This Mission was formed in 1881 from a deep sense of the pressing spiritual needs of the Kabyles of Algeria, who
with the rest of the Moslems of North Africa, were quite unevangelised, and was then called the Kabyle Mission. In 1883 it
was reorganised, and widened its sphere to the other Berber races. Since then, under the name of the North Africa Mission, it
has step by step extended its work, establishing stations in various towns of Morocco, Algeria, Tunis, and Tripoli, and a branch
mission in Northern Arabia.

It aims by the help of God to spread through the whole of North Africa and North Arabia, amongst the Moslems, Jews,
and Europeans, the glad tidings of His love in giving His only Son to be the Saviour of the world by sending forth consecrated,
self-denying brethren and sisters. :

Its Character is like the Young Men’s and Young Women’s Christian Associations, evangelical, embracing those of all
denominations who love the Lord Jesus in sincerity and truth, and who are sound in their views on foundation truths.

The Management of the affairs of the Mission at home and abroad is undertaken by a Council whose direction all
who join the Mission are required to recognise. The Council appoints two of its members as Honorary Treasurer and
Honorary Secretary,

Its Methods of Working are by itinerant and localised work to sell or distribute the Scriptures far and wide, and by
public preaching, conversations in the houses, streets, shops, and markets in town and country, to make known those funda-
mental truths of the Gospel, a knowledge of which is essential to salvation. When souls are saved they -are encouraged to
confess their faith by baptism, and then, according to the Lord’s instructions, taught to observe all things whatsoever He
commanded. Educational work is not a prominent feature in this Mission, but a subordinate handmaid to evangelistic work,
Medical aid, given where possible, has been found most useful in removing prejudice, and disposing people to listen to the
Gospel message, :

For Support the Mission is entirely dependent on the free will offerings of the Lord’s people. It asks from God in
prayer the supply of all its needs, and circulates among His people information as to the work, with a view of eliciting Christian
sympathy and co-opcration, but it does not personally solicit money.

Gifts in Money or in kind should be sent to the Hon. Secretary, Epwarp H. GLENNY, 21, Linton Road, Barking,
London, and will be acknowledged by numbered receipts, The names of donors are not published.

Collecting Boxes can be had on application to the Hon. Secretary, by giving full names and addresses.

iil

FORM OF A BEQUEST.

I give and bequeath unto the Treasurer for the time being of “ Tut Norta Arrica Mission,” the sum
Pounds sterling, to be paid with all convenient speed after my decease, exclusively out of such part of my
personal estate nol hereby specifically disposed of as I may by law bequeath to charitable purposes; and I hereby lawfully
charge such part of my estate with the said sum upon Trust to be applied towards the general purposes of
the said Mission, and a receipt of such Treasurer for the time being of the said Mission shall be a sufficient
discharge for the said Legacy.
If a Testator wish the Legacy to be paid free of duty he will add the following words to the above form:—And I
direct that the Legacy Duty upon the said Legacy be paid by my executors out of the same fund.

* Devises of Land, or of money charged on land, or secured on mortgage of lands or tenements, or to be laid out in Iands or tenements, or to arise from the
sale of Jands and tenements, are void ; but money or stock may be given by Will, if not directed to be faid out in land,

of

LIST OF DONATIONS FROM FEBRUARY 1st TO 28th, 18go.

No.of  General, i No.of General. ! No, of General, | No.of  General, No.ot  General,
18go.  Receipt. £ 8. d. 1890, Receipt, £ 8. d. 1890, Receipt. £ s. d. | 1890, Receipt. £ 8. d. . 18¢o. Receipt. £ 8. d.
Feb. 1.. 3885 1 0 O | Brought forward 20 0 4  Broughtforward 69 O [0 : Broughtforward 99 4 10 | Brought forward 181 16 4
1..3886 1 010 ‘leb. 7..3904 2 1 ¥ | Feb, 13... 3022 0 8 o |Feb, 18.. 3940 010 0  Teb. 21... 3958 o 3 o
1... 3887 o10 6 l 743995 0 § © l 13... 3923 I0 0 © 18... 3941 418 6 | 22.. 3959 25 0 ©
3... 388 o 4 o | 7.+ 3906 1 0 O 1 13..3924 2 0 O 19... 3942 O 1§ O | 22... 3960 § 0 ©
3. 3889 1 0 of 8..3907 217 o | 13.- 3925 I 4 10 19 - 3943 O §5 O 22... 3961 I 0 O
3.. 390 0 4 o | 8...3908 2 o 0o 14... 3926 o § © 19... 3944 O 1o o | 24.. 3962 110 O
3..3%1 1 0 O 10... 3929 1 0 O I4.. 3927 O 3 © 19.. 3945 © 5 © 25.. 3963 10 0 ©
4.. 3892 2 2 o 1f... 3910 0 § O 15... 3928 §5 0 © 19... 3946 3 © © 25... 3954 0 5 ©
4... 3893 2 0 © 1I... 391t o 8 o 17... 3929 0 5 O 2)..3947 v 2 O 27..3905 2 4 O
4...3894 2 0 O 12... 3912 0 7 © 17...3930 1 3 © 20.. 3988 I 5 0o 27.. 3956 o 6 o
4.. 3895 o 5 O 12... 3913 O I2 4 17. 3931 2 2 © 20... 3949 7 1§ O ! 27.. 3957 3 o o
4... 3806 017 6 12... 3914 © 4 © 17... 3932 O I1 0% 20.. 395052 0 O ! 27.. 3968 o010 o
4... 3897 o10 © | 12.. 3915 39 0 O 17... 3933 o 3 8 20. 395110 0 O | 27.. 3960 0 5 O
4... 3898 10 0 O 12... 391b 0 I0 O 17...393¢ 2 1 7 20.. 3952 010 O 27... 3970 2 0 o©
5... 3899 o I0 O 12... 3917 o010 O 17... 3935 0 6 2 20.. 353 0 2 O 28... 3971 3 O o©
b..3900 o 2 6 12... 3918 0 3 o 17... 3936 0 5 5% 23. 3954 1 1 © 28.. 3972 0 5 ©
6...3901 0 7 6 12... 3919 o I o ! 17... 3937 O I0 © 23..39535 1 o o —
7.. 3902 O 4 6 12.. 3920 O II 6 \ 17... 3938 o110 © 21... 3956 0 3 O | Total «.£236 4 4
7. 3903 2 2 © 13... 3921 0 5 o | 17... 3939 3 5 3 2[... 3957 O Io o©

[ pebmunay

Carried forward 426 0O 4 ! Carried forward £69 o 10 \Carriedforwnrd,{ 99 4 10 ! Carried forward 4181 16 4

* For Moorish prisoners. t New premises, Kabylia.

Gifts in kind:—Feb. 1st (173), box of old linen and bottles ; Feb. 5th (174), two native garments; Feb. 7th (175), twelv: ‘native garments;
Feb, 12th (176), parcel of material for garments, etc.
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