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Our Present Financial Position. 

WE desire to call the specie.I o.ttention of our renders to the following 
figures, comparing the financial position of the Mission for the four 

months of the current year, ending the 31st of A.ugust, with that of thf 
corresponding four months of 188 7. 

From this comparison it will be seen that while the gross receipts of the 
Mission exhibit an increase of £1,04:2, the expenditure has increased by 
£1

1
710, showing that the increase of expenditure has been £668 in 

excess of the increase ~ receipts. • 
This fo.ct bec:>mes tho more grave when it is remembered that the expen­

diture of lost yeo.r wos more tho.n £5
1
000 in excess of the ordino.ry income, 

and that, therefore, to establish an equilibrium between expenditure nnd 
receipts for the current year upon tho be.sis of lost yoar's expenditure only, 
en increase in receipts of at least £5,000 per annum is absolutely 

necessary. 

Col!P.\RTSON OF Font MoNTns ENDrno 3 lsT Ai.:susr, 1888, WITH SA)lt•: 

PEBIOD OF 1887. 

Gross Receipts. 

1888 ....... , .. , . £10,310 0 0 i 
9,2G8 0 0 I 188i •Io Io o o o I I •• 

I ncreise, , . , .. 
--, 
.£1,0·L~ 0 0 . - i 

Gr<n Expewiiture. 

1888 , , , ..... , , .. £28,G 11 o o 
188i ....... , .. , , :2G,UOl O 0 

Increa.6(' . , ... , £ l , 7 l O o o 
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The Congo Mission. 

DEATH OF THE REY. MICHA.EL RICHARDS, OF LUKOLELA., 
UPPER CONGO RIVER. 

WITH feE>lings of deepest sorrow we report the receipt of a telegram, 

dated Saint Paul Loanda, August 28th, conveying the sad intelli­

gence of the death of Mr. Michael Richards, of Lukolela, on the Upper 
Congo River. 

In a letter addressed to the Secretary, and dated "Lukolela, May 19th,'' 
Mr. Richards wrote :-

"' My health ha.a always been good, and I much like Africa., fevers being 
unlrnown to me lately; eighteen months having gone by, and I had no fever; 
still it may be unwise to stay in Congo too long for one's first term.' 

"Writing in the same month, Mr. Grenfell reported that, after visiting Luko-, 
lela, he bad arrived at the conviction that Mr. Richards should take his first 
furlough to England at once; end, under date of June 21st from Stanley Pool, 
Mr. Grenfell further writes:-' We can indeed but ill spare Brother Richards 
just now, but in the face of indications I had I could not but make arrange­
ments for his relief. I have arranged with Mr. Silvey to take his place, and 
set free Mr. Richards at once.' On the 26th June, Mr. Grenfell reports the 
arrival of Mr. Richards at Stanley Pool on his way down river for embarkation 
for England; and on a postcard from Mr. Richards himself to Mr. Bailey, a 
friend at Forest Gate, dated Stanley Pool, June 26th, he writes :-' I have 
arrived here from Lukolela en route for home. Expect me about September.'•' 

The information that bas reached us is, as yet, very imperfect, and we 

await further details with anxiety. It is, however, perfectly clear that 

"Mr. Rich~rds reached Underhill Station, on his journey to the coast for 

embarkation to England, in good lwalt!t, for :Miss Silvey, writing from 

Underhill Station, under date of August 12th, says:-

" We left Borne. on the 31st of July, about he.If-pa.st seven o'clock in the 
,morning, and reached Underhill about one o'clock. Mr. Bentley, Mr. Michael 
Richards, and llfr. Pinnock were waiting on the shore to welcome. us. 

"All our friends at Underhill were well, and we heard that the health of all 
our missionaries was good. 

'' For the le.st ten days Mr. Michael Ric:hards has very kindly been giving us 
lessons in the language of the Upper Congo; he has copied out for us quite a 
large number of words which, he thinks, will be useful to us, so we hope to 
make good use of our waiting time here, learning something of the languo.ge 

--of the up-river people before we settle at our new station." 

Soon after this Mr. Richards went down to Banana, at the mouth of tho 

Congo, in company with Mr. R. H. Cd.l'son Graham, ancl Mr. and Mrs. Moole­

naar/; :Mr. Graham, and Mrs. Moolenaar and infant, intending to voya.ge to 

England in company with Mr. Richards. 
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It appears that it was after his arrival at Banana that Mr. Richards was 
attacked with fever. 

Writing from the II Congo Hotel, Banana," under date of" August 16th," 
Mr. Moolenaar says to Mr. Baynes:-

" I am here at Banana for the purpose of seeing my wife and little son off 
to England by the Portuguese mail, which leaves Banana to-morrow. 

* 
" I am very sorry to say that Mr. Michael Richards is now in bed, where hP 

has been for two days past with bad hrematuric fever. He is being constantly 
attended by the doctor connected with the Dutch Trading House. This morn­
ing he is very bad. 

"The doctor does not think it wise to remove him in his present condition, 
so he will have to remain here and go home by the Afrikan (the steamer of tbP 
Dutch House) instead of the Portuguese mail leaving to-morrow." 

The only further tidings are con"l"eyed by the sad telegram announcing 
hie death. 

So, in the mysterious Providence of God, has been taken away from us 
one of the most devoted, trustful, and hopeful of our Congo brethren, just 
as he had reached the ehores of Africa on his homeward journey. 

Beloved and trusted by all his brethren and colleagues on the field, his 
brave self-sacrificing life and labours at Lukolela have le.id abiding founda­
tions in the hearts and affections of the savage peoples and tribes of that far­
distant district, foundations which will render all future work more easy 
and successful, and prepare the way for greatly enlarged and wider efforts. 

We are well assured that all our readers and friends will deeply sympt1-
tbise with the grief-stricken parents and bereaved family. W o most 
affectionately commend them to the tender comfort and grace of the com­
passionnte Saviour, and to the prayers and sympathy of the churches. 

APPEAL FOR IMMEDIATE REINFORCEMENTS. 

Four New Missionaries are immediately needed to 11.11 up present Vacancies 

in the Congo Mission Std. 

At the last meeting of the Mission Committee it was resolved that, in 
view of the great urgency of this need, an immediate appeal for 
reinforcements should be made through the pages of the MrssroNAUY Him.\L11 
for the current month. 

The Rev. George Grenfell, writing by the last Congo mail from Stanky 

Pool, says:-
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" If the Society he.s decided to call the flag back instead of bringing the men 
up to the fla.g, then the sooner you sound the rece.11 and begin to reorganise the 
better. We cannot continue as we are; it is either advance or retreat; but if it 
is retreat, you must not count upon me. Let me speak out clearly; I will be no 
party to it, and you will have to reckon without me. 

"I might plead with the churches at home tha.t, for the sake of our Great 
Head, for the sake of the terribly sin-stricken and sore 'heart of Africa,' that 
out of love for and regard to the memory of our dea.r Comber who died so 
heroically just a year ago, that by the sacred memories of our brethren gone 
home, that for each and all of these reasons, they should keep their pledges. 
But my heart is hot within me, and I feel I cannct plead more. If love and 
duty, hallowed memories, and sacred promises are nothing, nothing that I can 
ever write or say will avail to move." 

In a further letter Mr. Grenfell writes:-

" The news that Mr. Oram is on bis way out is a real relief. I felt better as 
soon as I heard it, for it was proof practical that friends at home did really 
appreciate the urgent need of speedy reinforcement. Our prospects were never 
so bright e.s now ; but, a.las ! our force is so reduced. I pray you, my dear 
Mr. Baynes, appeal to young men at home to come out and take a part in this 
gloriom enterprise. What is needed is a 'CONGO C~PAIGN' amongst the 
churches, to remind them of the vast privileges of their present position, and 
also of the solemn responsibilities that rest upon them for the fulfilment of the 
deliberate pledges given to establish up-river stations at the earliest practicable 
date, so that the glorious Gospel of the blessed God may be preached to the 
dark and degraded millions of the interior of Africa." 

In a recent letter from the late :Mr. Michael Richards, be wrote to Mr. 
Baynes:-

" The Congo Mission is, indeed, a grand enterprise. I feel day by day 
increasingly gre.tefal to my Heavenly Father for permitting me the high 
privilege of working in it. My great surprise is that hundreds of Christian 
young men at home don't long to engage in it. Could they only realise my 
joy in the work for a single day, I am confident there would be no lack of 
volunteers for this Mission. Your only difficulty would be how to get the 
means to send out and support them. 

"What are worldly position, wealth, ambition, compared with the joy of 
taking the le.mp of life into regions of utter darkness and death ? Oh, that 
suitable young men at home would fully realise this!" 

The Committee make this appeal for four brethren for the Congo in the 

confident com·iction that the Master Himself will touch the hearts and lead 

the footsteps of devoted, earnest, well-equipped, and God-sent labourers. 

"The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourera are few. Pray ye, 

therefore, the Lord of the harvest, that He will rnnd forth labourers into His 

harvest." 
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CHEERING TIDINGS. 

The Rev. Thomas Lewis sends the following cheering report from San 
Salvador:-

" M, DEAR MR. BAYNES,-! am happy to be able to send you again by this 
mail a cheering account of our work at this station. The Lord has, indeed, been 
with us, and has filled our hearts with gladness and encouragement. It was our 
privilege last week to baptize five more converts on the profession of their faith 
in the Son of God. Four of them are wives of the King of San Salvador, and 
the other is a young lad (Matata by name) in our school. - There are many more 
eagerly inquiring after the way of salvation, and we are not without hope that 
several of them are really following Jesus; but we make it our rule not to admit 
any into fellowship with us before satisfying ourselves as to their sincerity and 
manner of life. 
-:.·"The little church-now numbering seventeen members-is progressing very 
satisfactorily. Now that the rainy season is over, the male members are 
able to visit the neighbouring towns on Sunday mornings, and to tell their 
fellow-countrymen .,f the love of God o.ncl the way of salvation in Christ Jesus. 
They are very well received, and the people listen gladly to them. I am fully 
convinced that .Africa will never be won for Christ before we can succeed in 
getting her own children to take an activB interest in the work, and do mission 
work 0:1 their own account. 

"You will be glad to know thnt the church bus also chosen one of its members 
to do evangelistic work in the towns. I told you a few months ago that a collec­
tion is taken ai the services on every Lord's-day. When the question arose ns to 
whnt shonld be done with the money, we suggested that they should choose one 
of their number and support him us nn evangelist. To this they unanimously 
agreed, and pledged themseh•es to support him by their freewill offerings. They 
o.fc.erwnrJs elected Kivitidi to this post, nnd he has accepted the appointment. 
He has been trained in our Mission, and well known to mnny friends of the 
Mission as Mr .. Hartlo.nd's personal boy. He is now about nineteen or twenty 
years of age, nntl very well qualifieJ for the work he has undertaken. Last week 
I mad,i a tour with him through the most importnnt towns south and east ot 
San S11lvador, and mnJe arrangements with tha~hiefs for Kivitidi to visit them 
every week, nnd tell the people more about the Good News. We hn,] a very 
hearty welcome everywhere, and they all expressed themselves very pleased with 
our proposah. I was nway from here four days, and returned greatly refreshed 
nnd encouraged. Thii week we hope to meet for specilil prayer, and send him 
away as a 'messenger of the church.' May I llBk you and all the friends of our 
Congo Mission to pray for a special blessing on the work of this our native 
evangelist, and that he may realise much of the Mustcr's presence in his labours P 

"Our health continues to be very good at this station. My health has never 
been better, and my wife aleo has splendid health." 

Mr. Arthur D. Slade, writing from Wathen (Ngombe) Station, so.ye:-

" I am glad to eay I am enjoying splendid health again, and have felt fit for 
anything the last month. Thi:; is n great blessing, for, from my experience at 
Tunduwa, the question of health was not a reassuring one. But upon this breezy 
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plateau, with a glorious range of vision for nearly twenty miles in every direction, 
a man can breathe, and feel as if there were some vitality in nature as well as in 
himself. If you but take precautions against the keen cold winds that usually 
prevail at the return of each day aud last for a few hours only, I think you may 
be as well here as at home. You would scarcely think it possible, perhaps, that 
in a latitude only 5° south of the Equator, the thermometer would not register 
more than 75° in the shade at any time of the day. Yet such has been the case 
during the whole of the six weeks I have been at this station. There are many 
hopeful signs around us that the influence of the preached Gospel is making itself 
felt in the lives of the people. Nor have the brethren whose untimely deaths we 
mourned last year, and do mourn still, spent their lives for nought. We at 
Wathen are only beginning to realise the great, almost irreparable, loss we sus­
tained by the loss of Thomas Comber. His genial hearty manner with the 
natives, always making himself at home with them in their houses or by their 
camp-fires, gave him a hold upon them which it is not easy for every man to 
acquire. I frequently hear him spoken of with true affection, and it will be a 
long time before his memory dies in ,the hearts of those who loved him but little 
less than we ourselves. That God should call home such men as he, when the 
realisation of their long-cherisbed:hopes and constant prayers were so near, is to 
me incomprehensible. It is for us, however, not to question His decree~, but to 
accept them in the spirit of true resignation, and to say, with a complete sur­
render of our own will, 'God knoweth best.' 

"We are doing what we can to carry on the good work begun here, but are 
much hampered and hindered by station work. I go to Kimbanda every 
Sunday morning, and to Kindinga or elsewhere in the afternoon, Mr. Davies 
taking some other direction, though in the afternoon we frequently go together. 
1\Iy speaking is conducted through Malevo, who iR the best interpreter I h6vc 
met with. I am glad to say my work in this direction is becoming increasingly 
interesting. At Kimbandn I am giving them a' course' of sermone, H you can 
call them such, on the Pentateuch, from the story of the creation onwards, an,1 
they give a very attentive ear to what is said. My plan has been to get Malevo 
to come to my room the previous evening, and in half-an-hour or so to go over 
with him what you wish to say; he thus gets a thorough knowledge of the points 
you wish b lay especial emphasis upon, and next day you have only to remind 
!um of the heads of the discourse, and much time is saved. I have found him to 
enU!r into the theme with far greater zest in consequence of this pr~p11ratio11 ; 
and one Sunday his description of the destruction of Pharaoh's army in the Red 
Sea was evidently so realistic that I could not help smiling to noLice the intense 
interest the speaker commanded, and the uuconscious movem~nt of the hands of 
Home of his hearers as they imitated the reLurn of the overwhelming waters upon 
the struggling host. 

"Yesterday, too, we bad a good service-subject, the Ten Commandments; 
the chief, who is always present, and shows an intelligent appreciation of the 
~ervicee, eaying at the close : ' Your words are good and true, and I will make my 
men hear them when you arc gone.' The last remark was made became he him­
self had gone round the town upon our arrival to get a congregation togetl1cr, and 
only ~ome thirty came. But the interest displayed is exceedingly encouraging to 
me.'' 
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We are thankful to report the 11a[e arrival in England 0£ Mril. Moolenaar 

and infant, and Mr. R. H. C11rson Gr11ham, the former from Underhill 
Station, lloJld the latter from San Salvador. 

Mr. Graham is somewhat improved in health by the voyage home, but by 
medical order he will have to take a season 0£ absolute and entire rest, with 
a view to his complete restoration. 

Mr. F. R. Oram will be associated with Mr. Holman Bentley at Ngombe 
Station. He writes:-

" We (self and the llisses Butcher, Silvey, and Phillips) lande<l at Banana on 
Saturday afternoon, JIJlle 28th, and were excee<lingly delighted to Le met by 
Mr. Graham. 

"The Congo State steamer, Prince Bamloin, started up river at , n.m. next day 
We accordingly joine<l her, and spent our first Sunday on the water of this 
wJnderful Congo River. 

"I was thankful, indeed, to eee my dear friend l\Ir. Bentley at un,lerhill. This 
was a most unexpected pleasure. I start off with him for ·wathen Station on 
Tuesday next, August 7th. I expect the l\Iisees Edith Butcher and Cassie Silvey 
will follow us up country a little later on." 

Mr. Harrison has left X gombe £or Lukolela, and will for the present be 
associated there with Mr. Darby, Mr. Silvey returning to Stanley Pool. 

Mr. Philip D:lvies, B.A., of Ngombe, is probably on his voyage to England. 
He writes (Joly 28th):-

" I nm only waiting for the return of l\Ir. Bentley (who ha'! heen down river tu 
San Snlrndor) to start away for home. I am run down in point of ~trength urn I 
~nergy, otherwiRe well ; but I have eddently got into that stale \\'hen a muu 
ought to gu home fllr a change." 

We are thankful to report the completion ud publication of tho "C,mgo 

Hymn Book," copies having been received by the la.st Congo moil. 

The Last Letter written by Mr. Michael 
Richards from Lukolela. 

"Lukolt-la Station, 
"June 10th, 1888. 

"MY DUR ML BATii'ES, - En­
closed please find 11, photograph of 
Ndombi, a. good friend to 111, who is 
now going through the ceremony of 
being ma.de chief of Mol:a.nda.yeka. 
division. 

"On Sunday, the 3rd, I went into 

the town, hoping to speak to the 
many people who had gathered to­
gether to witneH tho ceremony. But 
I could only sit and watch the pro­
ceedings, it being fca.st day, and tht 
people preparing for the morning'! 
dance. 

"On a mat were three guitars, 
bundles of ne.ti.ve iron (cymbals), anc 
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a drum; near by st.ood e. drum nearly 
10 ft. high ; this was reached by a 
ladder. 

"Ndombi was sitting, clothed in bis 
dress of leaves, and painted in many 
colours ; in one hand an elephant's 
tail, in the other the sceptre - e. 
stick with e. parrot's fee.ther on the 
end. The chief was surrounded with 

fetishes; one special one ia a large pot 
his wife we.a careful I did not upset. 
Several le.de dressed in skins were 
me.nmuvring about, evidently to keep 
off evil spirits. 

" ' W o ! W o I ! W o ! ! ! ' shouts 
Ndombi, and the musicians began, 
the grey-headed chief turning and 
twisting in such a way as, I am sure, 
would put many e. European acrobat 

to she.me. I bad not been in the town 
long when a= man came with a dog 
tied securely. This the chief ge.ve t.o 
his musicians as their portion. From 
behind a house came the sound of not 
a light blow, followed bye. moan, e.nd 
doggy was dead. The Bo-Bangi are 
fond of dog's flesh. 

" N dom bi bas been ~hut up in his 

liri:,~ for ten d11ys, and is now no 
eltl, r, l t,t n, c'..tief. 

"The photograph we.a taken by 
Mr. Darby, and, thinkiIJg you might 
like e. copy for the HERALD, I send 
you this. 

" All well here, and the work pros­
pering. 

"Yours very sincerely, 
"MICilAEL RICHARDS. 



OCTOBER 1, 1888.] TB:B 111881011'.A.BY HBBALD. 279 

Tidings from San Salvador. 

By the kindness of the Rev. W. Brock, of Hempstead, we are able to 
print the following letters, received from San Salvador, in acknow­
ledgment of the gift of a comm.union service from friends at Heath 

Street Chapel for the use of the San Salvador Church:-

"San Salvador, 
"Congo River, 

" July 6th, 1888. 

" Rev. W. Brock, 
" Hampstead, London. 

"MY DEAR BROTHER,-1 am sorry 
that I have been so long before ac­
knowledging the receipt of the very 
valuable and beButilul communion 
service for the use of the newly­
formed church at this place. As you 
know, we are about a hundred miles 
inland from our base station (Under­
hill), and the last rainy season has 
been more severe than usuiil. For 
this reason the box had to remain at 
Underhill for a few weeks. Last Sun­
day week we called the little church 
together to receive the gift, and 
read to them the 'letter of the 
church and congregation at Heath 
Street, Hampstead. ( [t was trans­
lated into Kui Kongo.) I wish 
I could describe to you the intense 
delight of these few diaciples as they 
RBw the gift, and heard your loving 
words of cheer and greeting. One of 
thew (our village blacksmith) made a 
short reply, in his own native way, 
while the others joined in at the close 
of each sentence with a chorus of ap­
probation. I can a111ure you that the 
gift and the m888&ge are highly valued. 
Enclosed, please find a letter written 
by two of ourboys(whoare members) 
on behalf of the church. They have 
written it in Kixi Kongo ; but I give 
you a free translation with it. We 
thought it best to let them write to 
thank you for the gift. The letter is 
entirely their own production. On 

behalf of my colleagues and myself, 
may I ask you, and the church and con­
gregation at Hampstead, to accept 
our sincerest thanks for your service­
able gift and practical sympathy with 
us in our work among the people of 
Ban Salvador P It is a great help to 
us to feel that we have the sympathy 
and prayers of friends and o1-ll'ches 
in the home land, and that we are all 
one in Christ Jesus, 

" The work of the Lord is steadily 
prospering among us, and though we 
have nothing of special interest to 
report, we have many reasons for re­
joicing in the success that has followed 
the labours of our missionaries in this 
place. We devoutly thank God for 
what we have seen among us during 
the pHt months ; and we are full of 
faith and hope, waiting for better 
things to come. 

" Mrs. Lewis desires her very kind 
regards to Mrs. Brook and yourself. 

" With very kind wishes and Chris­
tian regards, 

"I am, 
" Yours very faithfully, 

"TIIOMAS LEWIS." 

[Translation.] 

"Ekongo die. Ngunga, 
"July 5th, 1888. 

" To the Members of the Heath Street 
" Baptist Church, Hampstead. 

" OUR DEAR BRETIIREN, - We 
thank you very much for your kind­
neH to us, end that you have sent us 
a present of good things to eat out of 
at the feast of our Lord. 
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" With very great joy we received 
them-all of us in the church. We 
are also thankful to you for carefully 
helping us in your prayers. If we 
1,lso do not cease praying, the strength 
of our Lord God is following us, and 
the Holy Spirit helping us, that we 
may do His work well, and do all we 
ca.n in this work. 

" Now we want to tell you a little 
news of the work (which is) being. 
done here. Ever since you heard of 
the news of those who were baptized 
in the deep ( water), God is continually 
causing the church here to prosper. 
All of us together we are fourteen ; 
six are king's wives. Now, we have 
sat in conference among ourselves, and. 
we have sent one man to go and 
preach the good news of Jesus Christ 
in the towns that are near us ; from 
the church he goes out. Others also 
go out into the towns on the Lord's­
day ; they go to tell them of this news 
of Jesus, and His great love to us. We 
wish all the people in our country to . 
know our Saviour who came to die for 
us. We have a hope that before this 
year is ended many people will come 
and join· themselves to our church by 
the help of God. 

" Ou~ king gives UB great trouble. 
He is worrying us because we do not· 
go to the services of the Catholic 
padxes, and to pray to their images. 
This is the cause of his troubling us. 

" He wants all of us to leave our 

Saviour Jesus, and go to pray con­
tinue.lly to those images; but we, 
when remembering always the suffer­
ing Jesus came to see for our sake, 
gave our refusal, that we would net 
go to the padres, and we did not want 
to pray to their images. One day the 
king (Ntotela) tried us, thinking that 
we should see fear, turn round, and go 
to the padres. He spoke, saying, • All 
people who wish (love) Christ must 
build another town, and betake them­
selves from this town.' We; when we 
heard it, spoke, saying, • We cannot 
separate ourselves to another town. 
because you are our king. The Lord 
God this He says, Honour the king 
and love one another.' Truly the 
work here is making progress ; there 
are many things, we drink them in 
sorrow, but we know that God listens 
to our prayer, and is very near to U5 

al ways, therefore we cannot se~ fear. 
"Now, our brethren, we pray you 

to remember us in your prayers. We 
also shall not forget you, and shall be 
praying for you. If here on earth we 
shall not see one another, there is no 
matter; we shall see one another in 
another country, where (dwelleth) our 
Lord Jesus Christ, when we shall not 
be separated again. 

"Now we have finished. Our kind 
compliments to you all. 

" In the name of the church, 
" A. KIVITIDI. 

" N. NLEKAI." 

Banana, Congo River. 
(See Frontispiece.) 

THE Port of :Banana, where our missionaries disembark, presents a very 

striking picture. As we steam southwards along the coast from Cabinda, 

long before we see the broad mouth of the Congo River itself, we notice 11 

change in the colour of the water. The clear blue sea is mixed with the 

mud-brown waters of the Congo, and occasionally we see great tufts of grass, 

looking like small islands, floating away in the broad Atlantic. They 
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have floated a.long the shores of the Congo from the far interior, and ha,e 

travelled hundreds, and perhaps e. thousand, miles. The steamer enters the 
river and casts anchor in the creek-Banana Creek, as it is ce.lled-and here 
we see the long low houses of the traders, of the Portuguese Government, and 
of the Congo Free State. A. number of vessels are in port here, perhaps a 

gunboat or two, English, German, Portuguese, Dutch, and French steamers, 
and quite a fleet of sme.ller craft. The largest establishment here is that of 
the Nieu we A.frikaansche He.ndels Venootschap (the Dutch.Trading Company) . 
.All our goods are transhipped by this company and forwarded in their own 
boats up the Congo River as far e.s Underhill. There is an hotel e.t :Banana 
under the management of this company ; and, e.s we generally ha'\"e to wait 

a day or two before an opportunity occurs for going up to Underhill, we are 
very glad to get into these comfortable quarters. . 

:Banana is e. place of very great importance, occupying a position, as it does, 
at the . mouth of this great Congo waterway; and there is an a.mount of 
business activity at this place which creates much wonderment in the minds 
of those whose happy lot it is to come from the interior to the coast. 

PERCY Co:1.IDER. 

Statistics from Bengal. 

THE Rev. T. H. :Barnett, of Dacca, supplies the following very sugges­
tive facts :-

"MY DEAR MR. BAYNEs,-Some 
time before leaving India I made a 
carefnl stuil.y of the Bengal Ctinsus 
Report for 1881. From an abstract I 
wade at that time I cull the following 
figures relating to • population,' and 
to • popnlation according to religions,' 
whiob may be of interest to the readers 
of the l'dIBSIONA.llY HERALD, 

" TIIE POPULATION OF BENGAL, 

" When the census of 1872 was 
hken, the area of Bengal was esti­
mated to be 248,231 square miles. 
Since then the area of the Lieut.­
Governorship has been reduced by 
61,009 squve mile1, and now stands 
at 187,222 square miles, exclusive of 
the areas of the large rivers, ar.d of 
5,97d square miles included within the 
8underbund1 (the unsurveyed and 

half-submerged forest which fornn 
the surface of e. large part of the delta 
of the Ganges). The population then 
inhabiting tha e.ree. of 187,222 square 
miles, including the No.tive States of 
Cooch Behar and Hill Tipperab, and 
the Feudatory States o.tte.ohed to tho 
Orissa and Chote. No.gpore Divisions, 
we.s 62,705.718, Attheoensus taken 
February 17th, 1881, the numbers wero 
(i!l,536,8(jl. The increase during tho 
nine Jears was 6,831,143, or 10·8!) per 
cent. Excluding the Feudatory States, 
and taking into consideration only 
those territories which e.re under the 
immedie.te control of the Lieut.­
Governor of Denga.l, the population 
of Bengal is now (jG,(illl,456, a.a against 
60,483,775 in 1872. These figures 
yield e.n increase of 6,207,681. Taking 
the lowest figures, we find that the 
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total of inhabitants in the Lieut.­
Governorship . of Bengal .exceed in 
number the population of e.ny Euro­
pean nation, except Russia, and that 
they do not fe.11 short of the total 
population of Fro.nee and the United 
Kingdom added together, 

" TrIE VILLAGE PoruLATION OF 

BENGAL, 

" Few countries with so dense a 
population are so entirely rure.l e.s 
Benge.I, The total village popula­
tion, including the Feudatory States, 
amounts to 65,558,430, or 94·2i of the 
whole popule.tion; e.nd these figures 
yield e.n average density among the 
villages of 352·3i to the square mile. 
In Bengal there are only thirty-three 
towns which have more than 20,000 
inhabitants, and only eleven cities 
which have more than 5J,000, In 
the Dacca and Chittagong Divisions 
there are respEctively 28,003 villages 
to 19 towns, e.nd- 11, lOS villages to 
5 towns. 

" POPULATION .ACCORDING TO 

RELIGIONS, 

" Hindus.-Out of the whole popu­
lation of Bengal (69,536,861), the 
Hindus number 45,452,806, or 65·36 
per cent. Hindus form more than 90 
per cent. of the population of tbe 
Orissa. Division, more than 80 per oent, 
in the Patna, Burdwan, and Bhagul­
pore Divisions, and more than 70 per 
cent. in Chota Nagpore and the Tri­
butary States. Of the tote.I population 
of the town and suburbs of Calcutta 
(684,658), 428,692, or 62 6 per cent. 
are Hindus. Out of the total popula­
tion of the Decca. Division (8,i00,!)39), 
3,122,634, or 3.i 88 per cent., e.re Hin­
dus. In the Chitte.gong Division, 
where Hindus are lee.st numerou~, 
out of the total popule.tion (3,57 4,048;, 

1,017,963, or 28·48 per cent., e.re 
Hindus. 

" It has been so.id, even by those 
whose learning and research entitle 
their opinions to the greatest respect, 
that Hinduism is not e. proselytising 
religion; that its zenith ha! been 
reached ; e.nd that it is incapable of 
further expansion, eave by the slow 
process of human reproduction. In 
t.he sense that Hinduism, 1wlike 
Christianity or Mohammedanism, is 
not a missionary religion, this state­
ment is doubtless true; but the author 
of '.Asia.tic Studies ' he.s long since 
shown that Hmduism is still capable 
of very large accretions, and the :figures 
of the le.et census fully bear out his 
conclusion. The apparent increase in 
the number of Hindus, from 18i2 to. 
1881, was 5,456,231, or 13·64 per cent. 
on the figures of 1872, This incree.se 
cannot be due simply to the excessive 
fecundity of this branch of the popu­
lation, for the number of children 
under ten yea.rs of age, among the 
Hindu~, is not abnormally large. 
Moreover, the incree.se is so extremely 
local, that the theory of nature.I pro­
gress fails to explain it. The Districts 
in which the difference is greatest a.re 
those of Julpigori, the Chittagong 
Hill Tracts, Cooch Behar, Singbhoom, 
the Tributary States of Chota Nag­
pore and OriEee., the Sonthe.l Per­
gunna.hs, and Ma.nbhoom, A glance 
e.t the map will show that these a.ro 
all outlying tracts - the fringe of 
Hinduism, and notoriously either 
containing in themselves a consider­
able aboriginal element, or else a.but­
ting on territories which a.re the home 
of aboriginal and non-Aryan races, 
The figures of the last census show 
that, wherever aboriginal tribes a.re 
brought into friendly contact with 
Hinduism, they a.re gradually Hin­
duised, If the gross native worship 
of thtir sylvan deities is not altogether 
abandoned, the complacent Brahmans 
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find them a plece in the spacious 
heaven of the Hindu pantheon. The 
figures of the last census also show a 
decrease of 2,339,54.1 in the number 
of those who, in the census of 18i2, 
did not proftcss any religion, end were, 
without doubt, aborigines ; and a 
part of the remarkable increase in the 
number of Hindus has, no doubt., been 
caused by the entry of many of these 
aborigines as Hindus. 

" Mohammeda11s.-Out of the whole 
population of Bengal (69,536,861), the 
Mohammedans number 21,704,724, or 
31 ·21 per cent. Of this number, nearly 
18,000,000 are found in BengrJ.proper, 
end 3,250,000, or almost the whole of 
the remainder, in Behar. In Orisse, 
Mohammedans are el.most unrepre­
sented ; and neither in the Feudatory 
States nor in the Chota Negpore Divi­
sion do their number rise much above 
200,000. They ere most numerous in 
the Chittagong, Decca, and Rajshehye 
Divisions, in eaoh of which they are 
more than GO per cent. of the whole 
population, The Patna and Bhagul­
pore Division, together contain only 
one-seventh of the total number of 
Mohammedans. Of the total popula­
tion of the town and suburbs of Cal­
cutta (684,658), :.!:.!l,013, or 3:.!·2 per 
cent., aro MohBDlllledans; of tho total 
population of the Dacca Division 
(8,700,939), 5,.:i31,8G9, or 63·67 per 
cent., are Mohammedans; of the total 
population of the Chittagong Division 
(3,oi-!,0-18), 2,425,610, or 67·30 per 
cent., are Mohammedans, 

"The reasons why in Lower Bengel, 
and especially in the Dacca, Chitta­
gong, and Rejshahye Divisions, Mo­
hammedans constitute so large a pro. 
portion of the population, are briefly 
these :-(1) Islamism, like Hinduism, 
gradually absorbs aboriginal tribes; 
(2) in Bogre., Bajshahye, and Pubna 
there was, at e. time within historical 

memory, a wholesale conversion to 
Mohammedanism of the aboriginal or 
semi-Hinduised inhabitants of the 
country, rnggested by the zeal, and 
supported by the influence, of the 
Mohammedan Court at Gour, in the 
adjoining district of Maldab. :Noak­
hally and Chittagong were long occu­
pied by Mohammedan garrisons, as 
outposts against the ravages of the 
piratical Mughs and .Arakanese. 
Backergunge, and the other districts 
of the Dacca Division, owe their large 
Mohammedan population partly to 
the Mohammedan troops which long 
guarded their southern boundaries 
~gainst the pirates of the Sunder­
bunds, partly to the neighbourhood 
of the Mohammedan Viceroy at Dacca, 
and partly to some suoh wholesale 
conversion of the lower classes as took 
place in Bogra and Pubne. 

" In every 10,000 of the whole pop­
ulation th11re were, in 1881, only two 
more Mohammedans than there were 
in 18i2, Their absolute increase was 
2,14.:i,472, which gives a rate of ad­
vance of 10·96 per cent. in the nine 
years. As the percentage of advance 
of the whole population during the 
same time was 10·89, and the advance 
among the non-Mohammed1m popu­
lation was 10·80, it is evident that 
110 large body of converts can have 
been added to the Church of Islam 
6ince 18i2, The census of 1881 shows 
that this remark ie true of the figures 
of each district of the whole province, 
almost without exception. In tho 
Dacca Division the increase of Moham­
medans between 1872 and 1881 was as 
follows :-Dacca, 200,.:i.:i6 ; Furreed­
pore, 10.:i,8G9; Backergungo, i ,545 ; 
Mymeneing, lil9,095: total iacree.sP, 
833,0G-!. It should be stated that the 
returns from Mymemi..ng are believtd 
to be fallacious. Mr. N. S. Alexander, 
magistrate of Mymensing, at tho time 
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the census of 18i2 was taken, reported 
to Government that it was ' notorious 
tl:iat the census of 1872 was anything 
but correctly taken [in Mymensing], 
especially in the outlying portions of 
the district.' 

'' Buddhists. - The Buddhists in 
Bengal Lumber 155,809. 

" Brahmos.-The .Brahmas in Ben­
gal number 788. Two-thirds of this 
number are to be found in Calcutta. 
In the Dacca Division there are 131, 
thus: in D11.cca., 43·; Furreedpore, 5 ; 

Backergunge, 8'3 : total, 131. In 
thirty-six districts-the Mymensing 
and Tipperah districts included-none 
at all have been returned. 

" Christians.-One of the most in­
teresting facts brought out by the 
census of 1881 was the progress made 
in the spread of Christianity since I 872. 
In 18i2, the number of personH re• 
turned as Christians was 91,063; 
while, by 1881, this number had in­
creased to 128,153, showing an advance 
of 37,072, or 40·71 per cent. Roughly 
estimated, the Christians of Bengal 
may be classified thus :-Church of 
England, 36,000 ; Lutherans, 30,000; 
Church of Rome, 291000 ; Baptists, 
1 i,000; other Proteete.nt Christians, 
16,000. Of the total population of 
the town and suburbs of Calcutta 
(684,658), 30,478, or 4·4 percent., a.re 
Christiane. In the Dacca Division, 
out of the total population (8,700,939), 
there a.re 15,408 Christians. In the 
Chittagong Division, out of tho tot.al 
population (3,5H,048), there are 1,891 
Christians. 

" Native Christians.-Accord.ing to 
the Census Report of 1881, there were 
in Bengal 86,306 native Christiane, 
appropriated almost entirely by four 
sections of the Christian Church. The 
Lutherans claim 23,199; the Bap­
tists, 15,214; the Anglican Church, 
about the same number; the Roman 

Church, 13,000. According to one 
official estimate, the total number of 
native Christians in 1872 must have 
been 52,063; and, as there were 86,306 
Christiane (' natives of India') in 1881, 
there would be an increase in this class 
of 32,343. According to another 
official estimate, which does not in­
clude Aseam, there has been an in­
crease among the native Christians of 
38,176. 

"To sum up the foregoing:-Out of 
the whole population of Bengal 
(69,536,861), the Hindus number 
45,452,806, or 65·36 per cent.; the 
Mohammedans, 21,704,724, or 31 ·21 
per cent.; the Budd.hists, 155,809, 
or 0·22 per cent.; Christians, 128,153, 
or 0·18 per cent.; while all other 
religions are professed by 2,095,369 
followers, who are, for the most part, 
of aboriginal faiths, and compose the 
rems.ming 3·01 per cent. of the whole 
-i.e., of every.1,000 persons of all 
religions in these provinces, 966 a.re 
either Hindus or Mohammedans, the 
former being in the proportion of 
rather more than two to each one of 
the latter; and among the remain­
ing 34, there a.re 2 Buddhists, 1 
Christian, and 29 of the clliferent 
aboriginal religions, the unit not ac­
counted for being oomposed of the 
followers of other religions, Thue 
are now (1881), in every 100 of the 
whole population, nearly two more 
Hindus the.n there were in 1872; the 
proportion of Mohammedans is greater 
by two in 10,000; of Buddhists, by 
one in 1,000; of Christians, by four 
in 10,000. 

" I have not room to pen the 
thoughts that crowd my mind as I 
review the foregoing figures. I will 
only e.dd-and I aw sure your readers 
will confess to a like feeling-that I 
11m more than ever impressed with the 
lamentably small force employed by 
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the Christian Church in the eva.nge­
lisa.tion of Bengel; tha.t, inBSmuch a.s 
the population of Benge.I is largely a. 
village population, I a.m persuaded 
tha.t there must be more itinerating 
work, a.t whatever cost, and that, in 
view of wha.t hBS been elrea.dy accom-

plished, I can thank God a.nd be of 
good courage. 

"I a.m, 

" Afl'ectiona.tely yours, 
"T. HARRY BaUtYETT. 

"Frome, August 1st, 1888." 

Appeal on Behalf of the Congo. 

MISS E. PEWTRESS, of 41, Penn Road, Holloway, London, reports 
tha.t, in reference to her appeal in the October HERALD, for funds for 
passage and outfit expemes of missionaries to be sent out to the 

Congo Mission, she ha.s received the following, which she acknowledges with 
grateful thanks :-A. C., 2s.; Miss Ch&rlotte Poole, 2s. 6d.; Mrs. A., 
Brechurch Roa.d, 2s. 6d.; from MMe Silvey, £1; A Friend, ls. 6d,; per Miss 
M. B&rlow, Clifton, £2 ls.; Miss M. Fuchs, 5s.; A Friend, Keynsha.m, ls.; 
J. and E. Crisp, Brighton, silver wa.tch and chain; Miss Hadfield, MRDcbester, 
£2; A Tha.nkoft'ering from B., £1; Miss Nellie Rees, Haverford west, £1 5:1.; 
Miss Lonie Cox, Berkshire, ls. 6d.; C. L. K., ls.; A. and E.T., £1 10:1.: 
X. Y. Z., Edinburgh, £2; M. Gregory, Aylesbury, 2s. 6d.; A Friend, Stoke­
on-Trent, 5s.; A Lover of Mission Work, silver bracelet; Collected by Miss 
L. M. N., Hitchin, £2 4s. 15d. ; Dr. Browne, Manchester, per Miss Silvey, £5 ; 
X. X., gold brooch; E. Willia.ms, Newport, £1 ; Galatians vi. 9, £1 ; Miss 
Poole, Homsey Rise, 2s. 6d.; Mr. E. W. Buokingha.m, a. cushion; Quicksilver, 
2s.; From Friends in Stroud, per Mrs. Rioketts, 12s. 6d.; Mrs. Walter 
Burroughs, St. John's College Park, 10s,; Miss Dorothy Stephens, 10:1.; By 
Sale of Jewellery, £5 5s. 

An Appeal for Zenana Missionaries. 

DEAR MR. BAYNES,-Will you enable me through the HERALD to speak 
to Christian women on behalf of India? 

Dear Biaten,-If you could see how sorely India. needs your help you 
would hasten there with me this autumn. La.dies of forty or more, with e. 
private income, a.re wanted for English work among the railway employ(·:1 
and their families. Young ladies a.re wanted to teach the bee.then; for 
Hindus and Mohammedans ha.ve awoke to the fact that we possess something 
they do not, and &re anxious to sh&re it with ns. Every letter from Delhi speaks 
of severe overstrain in the endeavour to respond to the demands ma.de upon 
the little party there. When a monthly visit is pa.id to an outside villa.go, 
,vomen and children gather joyfully to hear, and there are hundreds of villages, 
quite within II day's ride, to which we have never gone. Oh ! dear friends, 
this ought not to be. Hee.then India ought not to stretch out her he.nds to 
Christian England and be refused. Tha.t grea.t country is given us in charge 
to win for our Lord. S~t-:>smen vex thell).selves in va.in and spend blood a.nd 
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money O'l'er a ECientific frontier, The real safety of India depends upon the 
Church of God and her faithful obedience to her Lord's oommand. 

Do not, I beg of you, put this matter aside, until you have in earnest prayer 
sought to know your duty in regard to it. I am sure me.ny oI you would come 
out if you knew He desired it. Will you not read His command again, and ask 
Him if it is intended for you ? I shall be glad to answer any questions about 
the English worlr.-Yours very truly, 

1Iission House, 19, Furnival-street, 
London, EC. 

BERTH-'. THORN, B.Z.M. 

Furreedpore Mission House and Chapel. 

By the kindness of the Rev. Robert Spurgeon, of Madripore, we are 
able to present our readers with the accompanying pictures of the 

Furree'lpore Mission House and Chapel, Eastern Bengal. 

~e;.. -

? - ·-- - _,.._, -
~--.;:,..._- ... ':- --~ 

FUll.BEEDI'ORE CIIAPEL.-(From a I'lwtogropli.) 

Our young friends will doubtless remember thnt the work nt Furreedpore 
is entirely supported by contributions of the South Australian und Tas­
manian churchee, 

During the past year tighteen converts have been baptized, and the 
Furreedpore church now numbers fifty-one members, under the care of a 
most de'l'oted native labourer, Panchanon Biswas Ilabu. 

Mr. Spurgeon, writing of a recent nsit to Furreedpore, says:--:-
c' I found six Zenana missionaries living in the mission-house at Furrecclpore, 
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all full of enth11Siasm and faith, and God is certainly greatly blessing their 
labours. 

11 :Miss Gilbert is the pioneer of this Colonial missioa.; and, by her great 
self-denial and almost ua.pe.ralleled energy, is doing vastly more than others 
have imagined possible. 

"Having a splendid constitution, she is able to endure what would prostrate 
ia. fever many a weaker frame. Women of all classes, at all times of the day, 
are favoured with her visits, and her medical skill has benefited JD1ny. She 
despises none, not even the outcasts, and, by song and word, they learn the 
most precious lessons from her lips. 

" Sundays are busy days at the mission-house. In addition to tho services 
held in the native chapel, there are classes in English for the students of the 
large Government school. Text cards and pictures are given to the smaller 

naun:EDl'OUE 111ssI0:)1 noosE.-( .. Fi·om a Pholo!Jmpli.) 

boys. Verses aDd hymns are learnt by heart by many of them. Bost of all, 
some:of them arc trusting our Saviour, and promise to live a life of service for 
Him. On the Sunday night the largo room was more than crowded with native 
gentlemen to hear English addresses from Mr. Summers and myself. San key's 
hymns were sung, and groat attention was paid. W o trust much good will 
result for many, and earnest were the prayers offered for the audience." 

We hope all our readers will pray that an increasing blessing may rest 

upon this clerply interesting mission of tho Australian churches. 
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"Isu Charitra." 

A FEW weeks sine~ a large mela was held e.t Allahabad. Of this you have 
had accounts before now, and will have again probably from brethren 
who were there on the last occasion. I do not, therefore, intend to say 

anything about the people, the filthy devotees, and the preaching at this place, 
but simply to call attention to "Isu Charitra." What is "Isu Charitre." ? 
It means the life of Jesus. " Isu Che.ritre." is a. tract printed and circulated by 
thousands e.t the last Magh Mela at Alla.he.bad. 

Its author is a Hindu. It consists of fifteen pa.gee. Its object is to counter­
act the efforts of the Christians, The frontispiece is disfignred with a. shocking 
caricature of Christ on the cross, and in the body of the tract there is to be 
found indecency, abuse, gross misrepresentation, grotesque descriptions of 
Christian facts, doctrines, and men, e.nd hideous:miste.kes as to many things of 
our holy religion. 

In the preface to this book the author says : " Who is there that does not 
know that every year myriads (le.khs) upon myriads of helpless and ignor­
ant Hindus are me.de Christians through the pree.chiDg of the missionaries at 
Bene.res, Me.thure., Alla.he.bad, and other places ? These missionaries abuse 
our gods, deceive the people, and confound their minds. It is to censure the 
folly of these fools that we write ; and we sincerely hope that some of tboee 
native gentlemen, who a.re so ready to squander large sums of money in giving 
sumptuous banquets to Europeans, will come forward e.nd sustain us in our 
work of printing and distributing gratuitously our tracts amongst our Hindu 
people." This is the substance of the preface. 

The tract then begins with what is called a. doho-a. kind of poetic metre. 
The doho rune thus:-" How:canJesus be God? The ignorant Christians say 
this, and affirm, also, that He took the sins of all men upon Him and gave 
His life a. ransom." Further on there a.re references to the Gospels. Chapter 
and verse a.re given, and there a.re feeble denials of some of the miracles, and 
attempts to find pe.re.llels to others from the traditions of their gods. 

At the end of the tract there is what is called a. " gaze.I" (a. kind of Persian 
poetic metre), which is a Pe.rthia.n shot at the Christians. In this" gaza.l" the 
Christians a.re accused of being hypocrites. "They go to church to worship 
Jesus ! Rubbish! They go to look e.t the le.dies!" "The Padres a.re 
always changing the Bible." "If you ask them a. question they give you 
no answer." "They eat the flesh and bones of Isu." 

There is much that is sad and shocking in this tract, and some things 
are said that should be taken note of; but the fe.ot of such a. phenomenon 
ought to give us glad encouragement, for-

1. The whole thing is e.n imitation of our own methods. This proves that 
our methods a.re telling. 

2. These, our enemies, declare that thousands upon thousands of the people 
(le.khs of le.khs) have become Christians. Let this statement be put along­
side of the utterances of e. few godless Englishmen, who know more a.bout 
champagne parties and hunting than anything else in India., and who oracularly 
declare that the missionaries are doing nothing. • 

3. The writer of this tract clearly understands and knows (although he 
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he.tes the doctrines) that we decle.re Christ to be the true lncarne.tion, the 
Divine Son of God, the sinner's substitute and sacrifice. 

4. It is equally certain, from this tract, that our Scriptures a.re read in India. 
Now let us sum up the encouragements we may gather from the tract. Our 

methods are so effective that the Bindas a.re adopting them. They understand 
that we preach Christ e.nd Him crucified. So our speech and our books are 
understanded of the people. According to this tract Christ and Him crucified 
are the very pith and marrow of our preaching. Thank God, then, we are on 
the apostolic lines, whether men call them up-grade or down-grade. And 
according to this Hindu writer we are making '' lakhs and lakhs of Christians." 
The oldest and most foolishly sanguine brother amongst us never ventured 
such a statement as that. CIIARLES JORDAN. 

Calcutta. 

Penta da Lenha, Congo River. 

PONTA. DA. LEKHA. is a trading depot on the shores of one of the 
larger islands of the Lower Congo; and, after leaving Banana and 

steaming some thirty miles up the river, it is quite refre~hinl? to ~ee the 

l'UNLI. ll.1. Llc:X:l.l, CO~LU llHLl,.-(Frum (l i'lwlu!Jl'llJJ!t,) 

well-built and tidily-kept stations of the English and Dutch truclers at this 

place. 
N ativea come in their canoes from all the country round about, bringing 

the produce of the land-chiefly palm-kernels, oil, and rubber-for barter. 
l'i:IlCY Col!JIER. 
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Prem Chand. 
BY THE REY. A~GU-3 McKE:s-sA, oF SoonY. 

IN the MISSIONARY HERALD of 
July appeared an interesting 
paper from the pen of our young 

missionary brother, Mr. Denham 
Robinson, of Dinagepore. The paper 
is designated, " Baptisms at Ray­
gunge, Bengal." But the paragraph 
to which attention is now invited is 
that headed "Prem Che.nd," at pe.ge 
272. Mr. Robinson, whilst giving the 
facts respecting Prem Chand so far as 
they were known to him, writes, con­
fessedly and of necessity, at consider­
able disadvante.ge, seeing the.t the cir­
cumstances to which he refers occurred 
rather more than que.rter of a century 
ago. But, as Prem Chand and his 
history, so far as they are known, fall 
within the period of my missionary 
incumbency of Dinagepore ( 1857-
1862), and as the subject is interesting, 
if only from the light which it serves 
to throw on missionary modes and 
methods, it will be pardoned if some 
attempt is made to supplement Mr. 
Robinson's paper. This I shall try to 
do in the form of a continuous, though 
fragmentary and imperfect, narrative 
of my own. But in order to under­
stand what.follows it will be necessary 
to refer to Mr. Robinson's paper, if 
only for the economy of space. 

My acquaintance with Prem Chand 
began in the year 1860, e.t the well­
known N ek Mard mela, held in North 
Dinagepore in the month of April, 
perhaps e. little earlier, He and his 
two young wives were baptized by me 
at Burrs, or Burroho-the village re­
ferred to by Mr. Robinson-shortly 
before I was driven from Dinagepore 
by jungle fever in 1862. Prem Che.nd's 
village was e. considerable distance 
from the station of Dinagepore (of the 
same name e.s the district), it was by 

no means;easy of access, and was taken 
by me on the two occasions of my 
visits to it, at Prem Chand's invita­
tion, on the way back from the mela. 
Perhaps some three weeks in all were 
spent with our good brother. It was 
on the latter of these 'occe.sions that 
Prem Chand and hi; wives were 
baptized. One Christian only was 
present at -the baptism, Kabil, since 
deceased, who accompanied me that 
year to the mela. The heat, always 
intense in April, was, I remember, 
terrific, e.s we had with us only e. 
small pal, or single-roofed inferior 
tent, about seven feet long, usn9.lly 
assigned to the solitary servant., with 
e. small opening at either end. 

It is quite possible that our late ex­
cellent missionary brother, Mr. Hugh 
Smylie, who laboured with e. devoted­
ness rarely equalled in missionary 
history for many yea.rs in Dine.gepore, 
may have known Prem Chand. But 
if so it must have been, I think, at the 
Nek Me.rd male., for I do not believe 
that Prem Chand ever visited the 
station of Dinegepore. But on this 
point information is wanting. I had not 
the plea.sure of Mr. Smylie's personal 
acquaintance, he having entered into 
rest some four yea.rs before I succeeded 
him e.s missionary e.t Dine.gepore. But 
I we.a intimately acquainted with his 
lafe widow-one of the excellent of 
the earth-and from her, or from Paul 
Rutton, the native evangelist contem­
porary both with Mr. Smylie and my­
self, I think that I must have hen.rd 
eomethiDg about Prem Chand, unleee 
indeed I have forgotten all about it. 
Mr. Smylie died in Mr. Tre.fl'ord's 
house e.t Serampore, whilst attending 
the miseione.ry conference there, in 
a.bout 1853. It should also be stated 



OCTOBER I, 1888.J THE MISSIONARY HERALD. 391 

that Mr. Smylie might have been ac­
quainted with Prem Chand without 
the native Christiane of the station 
of Dinagepore being any the wiser. 
Miesionariee, on their preaching tourP, 
often become intimately acquainted 
with numbers of • Hindus and other 
natives, whom native Christians, con­
fined by their vocations to the chief 
or sudder station, never have oppor­
tt10ity of knowing. And as Dinage­
pore, in my time, had only one native 
agent, it is not unlikely that many of 
Mr. Smylie's preaching journeys, like 
some of my own, were made un­
assisted, 

But the fact remains that Prem 
Chand was not baptized till nine 
years after Mr. Smylie's death. Likely 
enough, as eo often happens, his bap­
tism may have been the culmination 
of a series of events and influences 
which cannot now be traced, if indeed 
they enr could be. But the matter 
is of very sme.11 consequ.enoa. The 
great point, however they originated, 
is, that the influences were these. My 
own impreeeion is that Prem Chand'e • 
conversion was immediately owing to a 
tract-"The True Refnge" -given him 
by an old Brahmin at the Nek Mard. 
The Brahmin, whose spiritual circum­
stances were probably very different 
from those of Prem Chand'e, handed 
the tract to him. 0 f this there ie clear 
reoolleotion. But respecting times and 
seasons, whether then or at lilly othPr 
time, memory fails. Anyhow, tho 
traot must have emanated from tho 
Dinagepore Mission. For at that 
period, in the north-east diatricte 
of Bengal, including Dinagepore, 
Purneah, Rungpore, Bogra,and Me.Ida, 
aggregating a population of some 
eight millions, there was but one 
source of Goepel light-feeble and 
wretchedly inadequate in the circum­
stances-at Dinagepore. Thie, of 

course, meant that the merest frac­
tional mincrityof the people ever heard 
the Gospel at all. And I am not sure 
that things are very much better even 
now. For three or four years Rung­
pore was occupied by the Wesleyans. 
But Dinagepore at the present time, 
to the best of my belief, still remains 
in possession of the entire field. When 
it is remembered that the district of 
Dinagepore alone comprises a popula­
tion of two and a half millions, it will 
be readily understood what this means. 
Since then the work in the Dinage­
pore district has very largely extended, 
if not in any very remarkable increase 
of the agency, at lnut in manifest 
tokens of the Divine blessing. But 
this subject, however interesting in 
itself, f11.lls without the immediate 
scope of this paper. 

The story of the objurgntory letter, 
it may be mentioned, was given by me 
many years ago in the l:)t,1r of the 
Eaat. But it appeared long years 
before that in the Oriental BaptiBt, 
from the pen of our esteewed brother, 
Mr. C. B. Lewis, who probably had it 
direot from Mr. Smylie. For aught 
that is known to the contrary it muy 
have had reference to Prem Cbitnd. 
But the aSBooiittion somehow does uot 
exist in my mind, or it mity possibly 
have been forgotten. Papers which 
might he.ve cast some light upon this 
&ubject are not at present avitilable. 
But the matter i9 of little conee­
ci.uence. 

Prem Chand, then about thirty-five 
years of age, when I knew him, was 
a man of line character, inclining to 
the ascetic type, of remarkable self­
denial, and of great zeal and revcronco 
for Christ. I find it difficult to believo 
that he has ever ceased to proach 
Christ, nor is there any tangible proof 
to this effect. Possibly uccretion and 
even uror may have crept into bis 
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religious views ; for his opportunities 
of religious instruction were circum­
scribed. Still he had the New Testa­
ment in his hand, which is all that the 
.. nost differing Christian sects have, 
and, what is better, me.de good use of 
it. In the midst of the apparent haze 
surrounding this good brother the 
following statements and inferences 
may not be out of place. 

1. From the time of Prem Chand's 
baptism, and possibly even before, he 
was a preacher of the crucifiad Christ. 
How much of faith in God, of courage 
and patience on bis part, this de­
manded, only those who knew his 
circumstances and surroundings could 
at all estimate. For twenty-six years 
this man has stood his ground 
entirely alone, depending only upon 
God. Missionary countenance or help 
of any sort he could not have, as no 
missionary succeeded me at Dinage­
pore for twenty years. Had our 
brother become assode.ted with the 
Dinagepore Church, it is not impro­
bable that bis individuality, on which 
the success of his work probably 
hinged, would have been squelched 
out of h:.m. Certainly it would have 
been absorbed in the dependent cir­
cumstances of that church; reared 
amid the difficulties of early days, by 
the godly and generous Fernandez. 
This opens up the seriously important 
question of the future pastorate 
of Indian native churches, which 
after a long and varied experience can 
as a whole, in my humble opinion, be 
fully solved only on the Scottish Bap­
tist, or honorary, system of pastorates. 
Increasing faailities of education ren • 
ders thie far easier now than it used 
to be formerly; whilst it gives to every 
church member bis work to do, and 
gets rid of the almost insuperable 
difficulty of getting in the pastor's 

salary-when he happens to have one. 
Indeed, the salaried system of pasto­
rate is as little adapted to the general 
circumstances of our native churches 
as it is to common native religious idea 
and usage. 

2. In the time referred to and since, 
Prem Chand, his work steadily pro­
gressing the meanwhile, has become 
the recognised spiritual leader of an 
extensive religious community. This 
was only the outcome of his own la­
bour, self-denial, and success when 
he had once achieved it. Supposing 
then that bis communications, if ever 
they existed with the Dinagepore 
Christian community, came to an end, 
what then ? Of what use had that 
church, save through the Society's 
missionary or missionaries, ever been 
to him ? But I doubt exceedingly 
whether there is a single native Chris• 
tifm of Dinagepore who ever saw Prem 
Chand, those, now deceased, excepted, 
one or two only in all, who may have 
aooompanied Mr. Smylie or myself, as 

• the case may be, on our Tieits to the 
Nek Me.rd mela. From the outset 
Prem Che.nd's work has subsisted on 
a foundation of healthy independence. 
He has been sustained by bis own fol­
lowers after their own wont and way. 
Be.ptized converts of his have been 
repeatedly met with in the dietrict of 
Dinagepore ; this shows that he bap­
tizes. And on one ocoesion a large 
community, connected with him, was 
suddenly discovered celebrating the 
Lord's Supper under a tnp or grove of 
mango-trees. But apart from other 
considere.tione, Prem Chand may have 
bad good and sound reasons, known 
only to himself, for keeping his work 
separate from any local Christian com­
munity. 

3, But admitting the pos~ible alloy 
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that may have entered into this good 
brother's work (and very blessed in­
deed the Christian chnrch or com­
munity, if it ever existed, that has 
not had some alloy), the fact remains 
that the work is that of e. native of 
Bengal, single-banded. This surely 
is very significant and suggestive in 
the light of our past missionary ex­
perience in Benge.I. Not a single six­
pence of English money bas ever 
crossed Prem Che.nd's palm. Yet bis 
converts have by all accoun:ts multi­
plied at a rate that bas left all other 
converts in the districts, much e.s they 
also have inc~eased, a long way be­
hind. This does not for a moment 
depreciate excellent and genuine work 
done in other directions. But it makes 
one long, in view of the religious needs 
of the sixty-five millions of Bengal, 
that a little more might be done in 
this direction. 

4. All that is contended for is that 
efforts of this kind demand our deepest 
~ympatby, and should be taken at 
their proper value even if charac­
terised on the supposition by wee.k­
nees and imperfection. Better by far 
that the Gospel ship should steer a 
series of traverse courses, "tack for 
tack," buffeted if needs be by adverse 
winus and waves, in the direotion of 
her required haven, than that she 
should remain respectably and list­
lessly at anchor in tho port from which 
she ought long to have started. But 
this weans independenoe of tho11ght, 
and even aberration and eccentricity 
of action on the part of individuals, 
characteristic of all transition periods; 
in other words, the large modification 
of W eetem sectarianism and ecclesias­
ticism, themselves so serious a hind­
rance to Gospel progress in India, and 

a fresh departure indigenously adapted 
to the very different circumstances and 
requirements of Oriental life and 
Christianity. This in the future is 
sure to come, just in the measure of 
the vitality of the work, whether we 
wish for it or not. There are no Chris­
tians anywhere, so far as I know, 
however they may be designated de­
nominationally, who believe less in 
isms than the Christians of Bengal. 
In face of the serried ranks of heathen­
ism, it could hardly otherwise be 
wished for. But they do most heartily 
believe in the God-Man of the Gos­
pels-in the incarnate, the redeeming, 
the crucified, the risen, 11.Dd the ever­
living Son of God, 

I conclude with the words of an 
eminent divine, recently uttered, ·ancl 
intended to apply to the promotion 
and consolidation of undefiled religion 
in this country, but still wore appli­
cable, in my opinion, to the work of 
Christ abroad :-'\What Christ re­
quired was that men should follow 
Him. He did not require them to 
accept a number of propositions about 
l:l.im, but to prove their belief in Him 
by accepting Him as the true ruler of 
their lives. We have no right to ask 
more. We have no right to put be.rs 
in the door of His fold which He never 
put. Never was His own liberal rule 
more in need of application: 'HEI that 
is not against us is on our part.' Even 
though a man docs not see his we.y to 
follow with us, yet if be shows that to 
him Christ is the highest authority, bis 
one guide in all moral and spiritual 
matters, that man is a Christian ; and 
whatever increase in bis knowledge 
may be desirable, that increase will 
be reached as be follows Christ in his 
life." 

A. MCKENNA, 
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Two Months in the Himalayas beyond 
Simla. 

[BY TIIE REY, JAS. G. Po'TTER, OF AGRA, N.W.P. 

IT being necesse.ry, on account of my 
late illness, that I should escape 
the intense heat of the plains 

during May and June, I decided to 
visit Simla, and go on from there to 
the interior. I had often hee.rd of 
the Church Missionary Society and 
American Presbyterian Mission sta­
tions, but until this year had found 
no opportunity of visiting them. 

E, ANGELICAL ALLilNCE. 

I ascertained that the Church Mis­
sionary Society's missionary would be 
pas6ing through Simla to his station 
at the end of April, so I decided to 
accept his kind invitation to join him 
there, and afterwards go on tour with 
him in the interior. Together we spent 
a very happy three weeks. In five 
days we had reached his station, 
travelling on foot along a beautiful 
road, cut in the mountain side at an 
elevation of about 6,000 feet, The 
scenery was very fine, much grander 
than I bad previously seen, My health 
soon began to • improve, as the result 
of daily exercise and change of air and 
scene. My friend had with him a 
magic l=tern, which he exhibited at 
the staging bungalows where we 
stopped to spend the night and change 
carriers. At one place, though the 
villages were few and far between, 
we had at least a hundred people 
assemble. They stayed till midnight, 
without tiring either of the pictures 
or the Gospel story which was given 
by way of explanation. The Scripture 
!ICenes were very appropriate. They 
began with the sacrifice of Abel, and 
led on to that of Christ on the cross. 
Among the hill people sacrifices are 

frequently offered, so that they are 
well able to underste.ud the doctrines 
of the sacrifice of the innocent for the 
guilty, and that "without shedding of 
blood is no remission of sins." My 
friend we.s glad of my help in showing 
and explaining the pictures. I soon 
found also, to my delight, that the 
hill people could understand me very 
well when I spoke in Hindu, 

MY FRIEND'S HOME, 

.Arrived at my friend's station, I was 
introduced to a cosy house covered 
with vines and honeysuckle, and 
6ituated in a pleasant, well-stocked 
garden on the hill-side. The arrange­
ments within told of the touch of a 
woman's hand. Yet its very neatness 
brought up sad memories, for it was 
the house of mourning; the light of 
the home was gone, and, without a 
mother's care, the little ones bad been 
removed, some to Simla and others to 
England, My friend was there 'alone; 
fifty miles from Christian friends at 
Simla. He felt his position 'keenly, 
and I felt for him as perhaps only 
those can who have passed through 
the like sorrow before. 

My friend found relief from his 
sorrow in active Christian work. After 
a night's rest we walked twenty-two 
miles, to a large town on the River 
Butlej, whera a mela was being held. 
Though we started early in the day it 
was dark long before we reached our 
destination. Tired and weary, I was 
stumbling along over the rocky road, 
when I felt a strong h!lild grasp my 
arm, and soon realised that a hill-man, 
who knew the road well, had seen my 
difficulty, and had volunteered to help 
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me over the rough places. I felt 
deeply grateful for his help, which 
was rendered freely. I also thought 
that in spiritual matters I could see 
in his action a parable. Was I not 
there to do for the poor hill people 
what this hill-man was doing for me, 
as they stumbled on in their darkness 
of sin and ignore.nee ? 

RAMPOB.E. 

At Re.mpore we had good work. 
The ·next morning after our arrive.I 
(Sunday morning) we entered the 
market-place, where business was in 
full swing. People from a great dis­
tance were there buying and selling 
on the Lord's-day, for, of course, they 
knew not of the Fourth Command­
ment. Many of the people there did 
not seem to possess money, or value it. 
They had wool, however, and with 
this bvtered for flour, turmeric, and 
other necessaries of life. See.lea of the 

oat primitive kind were used, and 
the artiolea exchanged were weighed 
one age.inst the other. Te.king our 
stand in a shady spot, we were soon 
surrounded by a crowd of people, who 
listened with gTe&t attention to the 
parables of the Prodigal Son and the 
I.oat Sheep. The latter parable seemed 
to me to be especially appropriate, as 
moat of our hearers were keepers of 
sheep, who lived II wandering lifo upon 
the mountains, and knew well what 
it meant to go a.fter a. lost sheep from 
their flock. They knew also what it 
meant to face the bear and the leopard 
in defence of their sheep. 

The magic lantern was exhibited 
each evening we were there, and e.t­
tra.cted good audiences. On one occa­
sion I e_stime.ted that 500 people were 
present to see the pictures and bear 
them explained. Many of the people 
could never have bee.rd tho Gospel be­
fore, as they came from distant places, 
some even from far-off Thibet. Thus 

we trust that the good news will 
penetrate in places where as yet the 
missionary cannot go, After leaving 
the mela we crossed the River Sutlej 
on infhted butf,\lo'e skins, each~ of 
which was capable of carrying three 
men. On the other side we found a 
flight of steps lee.ding to the top of 
the hill, which was very old, yet in a 
fair state of repair. I wondered why 
so much had been spent on e. be.re hill­
side till I rea.ched the top, where I saw 
some fine temples, one of which is s!l,jd 
to be very wealthy e.nd to have been 
built 2,000 yea.rs a.go. In 1his con­
servative land I: suppose that the 
e.ppee.re.nce of things was muoh the 
same as it must have been when our 
Saviour was walking the streets of 
J eruselem. The residents were nearly 
all bigoted priests; still we had some 
good preaching in the place. 

THE KULU VALLEY, 

After spending in all three weeks 
with my friend of the Church Mission 
I joined a missionary of the American 
Presbyterian Mission on a month's 
tour in the Kulu Valley. Everywhere 
we went the people came out to see 
us and ask.for medicine. I soon fou1 d 
out that, ae a medical missionary, my 
friend had:obte.ined a wide reputation. 
He was also known tLB 11,n old friend, 
having travelled tbr,:mgb the valley, 
as a boy, twenty years before, with bis 
father. All the people who ca.me­
men, women, and children-were 
ready to converse with u9, I had, 
therefore, at every place opportunities 
of speaking for Jesus. The spirit of 
bearing was often marked, and I often 
wished that I could stay and talk with 
them day by day till they should 
understand fully the plan of salvatiou. 
We mot with several plauters, who 
were gaining a livelihood by growing 
tee. and fruit, yet there was not ono ol 
them to speak a word for Christ. 
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Most of them were living unchristian, 
if not anti-Christian, lives. With a. 
splendid climate, fresh mountain-air to 
breath, e.nd beautiful scenery every­
where, it does seem strange the.t men 
and women, with a little capital, do 
not start farming in India among the 
hills, where, whilst supporting them­
selves, they could do an immense deal 
of good mi~sionary work. I found 
among the travellers in the valley a. 
young me.n, who he.d left bis wife and 
children e.t home, and he.d voluntarily 
come to India for five years to collect 
beetles e.nd butterflies. Surely, for 
Christ's se.ke and the Gospel's, we 
might be prepared to endure hard­
ship in the matter of isolation, which 
residence in the hills would imply. 
Yet, though I was gle.d to me.rk the 
ea.meat attention to the, Gospel mes­
sage, lE>t it not be supposed that the 
heathen of the valley could be de­
scribed either as poor or virtuOLlB, 
They lived in sin and loved sin. PolJ­
g&my and polyandry were both found 
among them. Drunkenness and liceu­
tioll8ness were almost everywhere 
seen. 

The villages, though sma.11, had in 
them Li.rge idol temples, and the 
people were fa.it bound in the fetters 
of caste. I never met with people in 
India more dirty or degraded, though 
they lived amongst the finest scenery, 
where God's handiwork is so manifest. 
Yet, if the greatest need should have 
the strOIJgest claim, surely this very 
degradation should prove a strong call 
to us for help. As I gazed upon this 
people I thought of the regions be­
yond, where, as yet, the messengers of 
peace have never i;tone. 

THE ROTA UY P A&S, 

At the head of the:valley stands the 

Rotary Pe.as, 13,000 feet high; I crossed 
this pass into Le.houl, where at night 
I found myself in a. snowstorm, al­
though it was the middle of the 
hottest month in India.. In this in­
hospitable country, shut • off from all 
civilised society for six months in the 
yee.r, the Moravian brethren a.re at 
work. All honour to the men who 
for thirty-one. 'Years have waited knock­
ing a.t the still closed door of Thibet. 

Returning from Le.houl I met my 
friend age.in, and we travelled to­
gether to a famous place of Hindu 

. pilgrimage, where there are several 
hot springs,. whose waters are ea.id to 
cure the sickness of both body and 
soul. At one place I saw the curious 
sight of a group of native women, 
sitting by a pool of the hot water, in 
which they had placed their rice to 
cook. in every place we found people 
to talk to who could understand our 
language. I felt so glad, whilst a.way 
for wy health's sake in the hills, to be 
al,le still to continue my work. 

In the glorious Hi.mo.le.ye. moun­
tains there is no reason why good 

• mission work should not be done in a. 
climate which might compare favour­
ably with the.t of England, After 
two months spent in the interior, I 
returned to Simla. at the beginning of 
July, feeling strong e.nd well. After 
a few de.ya spent there with our 
veteran missionary, Mr. James Swith, 
I was ile.d to have a telegram an­
nouncing that re.in had fallen in Agre., 
and thus to be able to return and 
resume my ac,-cnstomed work in the 
pie.ins, after my jouTney of aOO miles 
in the hi.Ue. 

JAMES &. POTTER. 

.A. H. Baynes, Esq. 
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Santo Domingo Mission. 

PUERTO PLATA. CHAPEL. 

THE accompanying engraving will convey to the readers some idea of 
our Puerto Plata Chapel. It is 69 by 45 feet, and has two 

small vestries at the '.back, one of which has been used, until now, for 
our day school, Mr. Donaldson, of Cnlabar, being the teacher. The chapel 
will accommodate about four hundred persons, and has a baptistery under 
the platform; also near to it a nice American organ, the gift of H. J. 
Manecke, Esq. 

The Island of Santo D_omingo is one of the largest of the West Indie~. 
being only second in size to C•1ba. It boasts, too, of hnving the highest 

' I 

l!J.NTO DOlllNCiO 111ss10:-r-l'1.a:1no l'LATA CII.\l'I-:1 .. -(Fru111 a Plwlograp!t.) 

mountain in the A.ntilles--viz., "Monte Tina" (10,302 it.). The famous 
Humboldt gave Mount "Pico Turquino," on the South Coast of Cuba, es 
the highest, whereas Dr. Meriiio points out that it is 2,316 ft. less than 
Monte Tina. The three mountain ranges, with their volleys, combine to 
make Santo Domingo one of the most prominent of the West Indies in 
picturesque beauty, fertility, and variety of temperature. 

Puerto Plata, on the North Coast, is situated at tho foot of one of the 
smaller mountains (Isabela) and hllB a population of about G,000. This 
town has been the centre of our Mission in the Republic since February, 
1877, during the latter part of which year the above chapel was erected, 
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and it was opened for public worship in January, 18i8. Although numerical 

progress has been slow, still every year ( except one, I belie,e) has witnessed 

some additions to our church membership in the town. Thus, notwith­

standing many difficulties and vicissitudes, there have also been many tokens 
of the Master's presence and blessing. 

Last December se,en candidates were accepted, and I bi.ptized them; in 

March one more, and in May :five other~, making a total of twelve within a 

few months. R. E. GAMMON. 

The late Rev. 'William Hamilton Gamble, 
of Port of Spain, Trinidad. 

BY E. B. UNDERHILL, ESQ., LL.D. 

MR. GAMBLE was of European parentage, though born in Trinidad. He 
received his early education in London. He was about eighteen years 
of age when he returned to Trinidad and entered into business. Ere 

long he married, and was baptized with his wife by the Rev. John Law. 
Having personal means of support, he again camt1 to England, and attended 
the classes at the Stepney Academical Institution, in preparation for the 
ministry of the Gospel. On the completion of his studies, he off,red himself 
for mission work in his native home, and, under the auspices of the Baptist 
Missionary Society, he entered on his labours in the month of October, 18.5G, 
arriving in Trinidad on the 18th of that month, after a pleasant and quiet 
voyage of thirty-six days. He at once proceeded to the field, left destitute by 
the decease of tli.e lamented Cowen. The locality was known 'as" The Mission," 
and owed its origin to the Jesuits, who many years before had pl1mted a settle­
ment there for the benefit of the aboriginal Indian inhabitants, who are now 
entirely extinct. Mr. Ge.m ble 's la hours were, however, directed to the Christian 
culture of a large number of American negroes who lived in several villages 
around "The Mission," and who occupied grants of land from the British 
Government. A large proportion of them were professed Christians, but their 
he.bits and modes of worship were rude, and in many oases marked by a wild 
enthusiasm uneustained by a true spiritual life. The labours of Mr. Cowen and 
subsequently of Mr. Gamble were most succeaeful in reducing their little 
churches into order, and now for me.ny years they have sustaineri with praise­
worthy liberality the ordinances of the Goepel in their midst. The sparseness 
of the popule.tion around "The Mission" induced the Committee, in 18Gl, to 
remove Mr. Gamble to the large and flourishing town of San Fernando, 
situated on the gulf, and within ee.sy reach of the stations that had been 
formed in the interior. The wood-built wission-house was removed to a good 
position in San Fernando, and on the 20th September, 18G3, a well-built 
chapel was also opened for divine worship. Mr. Gamble's knowledge of 
carpentry contributed both to its good construction and chee.pness. Here Mr, 
Gamble continued diligently to labour, till, on the decease of the Rev. John 
Law, in March, 18i0, he removed, at the request of the Committee, to Port of 
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Spa.in, the capital of the island. The churches under his superintendence in 
and around San Fernando then numbered upwards of 300 persons. On reach­
ing Port of Spain, for some time the supervision of the entire Mission fell into 
the hands of Mr. Gamble, during which period his labours were widespread 
and indefatigable; severe.I new stations were formed, and a large number of 
converts were added to the churches. Of this severe labour he was in some 
measure relieved by the arrival of the Rev. W. Willie.ms in November, 18,4, 
as missionary at San Fernando; and in June, 18i5, he found a welcome and 
well-earned rest in a visit to his friends in England. His stay here was brief. 
He returned to his beloved labour in November of the same year, glad to find 
that the work had not stayed during his absence, but continued to present the 
most encouraging aspects. Another short visit was paid to this country in the 
summer months of 1881, which greatly improved his health. In 1882 the 
increase of his congregations in Port of Spa.in constrained an enlargement of 
the chapel, to the cost of which they liberally contributed, while the work, both 
in town and ·country, exhibited many gratifying tokens of the Divine blessing 
on the ministry of the Word. The chapel was reopened on the 24th September, 
and on the following week he had the pleasure of baptizing twenty-four 
persons. The varied character of his congregation may be understood from the 
fa.ct that while the majority of the oe.ndidates were Creoles, there were among 
them two Germans, two Portuguese, and two Spaniards. Towards the end of 
1886 his health gave way to ench an extent as seriously to alum his friends, 
and he songht its improvement by another and, as it has proved, a final visit 
to England. He returned to Trinidad in November, 1887. The result, on the 
whole, was beneficial, but not permanent. Severe dysentery set in, which 
baffled the best medical skill that Trinidad could give; and on the 8th July, 
1888, his ministry of thirty-two years was closed in dee.th. His le.st words. as 
he heard the congregation siDging in the chapel he.rd by, "Proach -tne 
Go,pel," were the guiding-star of his useful life. Amidst very unusuo.l mani­
festations of love and respeot, his remains were le.id to rest, all classes of the 
community, from the Governor downwards, uniting in their expression of grief 
and esteem. It was felt that Trinidad had lost a faithful minister of Christ, e. 
true patriot, and an energetic and disinterested labourer in every good work 
ce.loule.ted to raise the people among whom he toiled. "His name," says a 
local newspaper, " for years to come will live in the hearts and recollections of 
hundreds who found in him a loving and generous helper, the unflinching 
support of the weak and the oppreesed, a guidE', counsellor, and friend." He 
died at the comparatively early agi, of fifty-seven ; "but the memory of the 
j uat is ble81ed." 
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THE Committee gratefully acknowledge the following welcome and useful 
gifts, received up to September 15th :-Pa.reels of books for Rev. A. 
West, Barieal, and Rev. F. Harriaon, Congo, from Mrs. C. Stanford, Den­

mark Hill; a parcel, oonte.ining presents for Congo boys under Rev. T. Lewis, 
from the Ba.ptiat Bunda.y-echool, Wood Green, per Mr. A. Hutt; a parcel 
containing rug, &c., for Rev. 0. C&meron,",from :Mrs. Hunt, Southampton; a 
parcel containing dress, &c.,~from Mildred, Louise., and Alice. 
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The Lord Loveth a Cheerful Giver. 

THE cordial thanks of the Committee are given to "T. and R. W.," for two 
small gold rings for the Congo Mission; A Friend, per Mr. W. Olney, for 
a gold chain; A Widow, Leeds, for a small parcel of jewellery, per Mr. 

W. R. Bilbrough; A Servant of Jesus, Aberdeen, for jewellery, who writes: 
"ThPse articles are from one who was deeply stirred by the addres~es of 
Drs. Gordon and Pierson, and who feels that she cannot keep these whilst the 
claims of the heathen are so urgent. One of the rings was the gift of my dear 
mother, now in Glory, on my nineteenth birthday, but it gives me great joy to 
part ">ith it for the dear Saviour's sake, and I feel sure that were she still upon 
earth she would approve my action. That the Lord may richly bless the 
Society, and strengthen His missionary servants, is the earnest prayer of the 
sender"; Mr. John Rees, of Carnarvon, for a gold brooch and pair of earrings 
for the Congo Mission, " in memory of my dear wife who greatly loved the 
Congo enterprise" ; A Widow, for a small silver pencil ca.se for the Congo 
Mission; A Blind Girl, for a pair of silver earrings for mission work in China; 
and A Sailor, for a small knife for the Congo work. 

The very grateful thanks of the Committee are also given to the under­
mentioned donors for most welcome e.nd timely help-viz., to "Mercy," for 
Congo, £100; "Matt. vi 1-4," for Congo, £60; Mr. R. H. Radcliffe, for 
Congo, £20; "1, 2, 3," £20; A Grateful Bon, £10; "E. R.," for Congo, £10, 

Illustrated Lectures for Winter Evenings. 

W E desire to call special attention to the new " Missionary Lectures" 
of our Young Men's Association in aid of the Baptist Missionary 
Society, on "'India," "Chine.," and "The Congo." While being 

thoroughly entertaining to a general audience, we value them chiefly from an 
educational point of view, because of their great helpfulness to our Society in 
giving correct and particular information, in a popular style, of the work of 
our own missionaries in various parts of the world. In the London district 
the lectures a.re delivered, as far as possible, by the Secretary of the Yormg 
Men's Missionary Association, and the views, about sixty finely painted slides 
to each subject, are exhibited with the limelight by a. skilled operator, the 
charges being £1 lls. 6d. and £2 2s. 

For our COUNTRY churches and schools, who can provide their own lanterns, 
the full manuscript of either of the lectures, with e. complete set of views, wil 
be sent for 10s. 6d. per eTening, or less when three or more consecutive even­
ings can be arranged. 

Applications should, however, be me.de early in the season, and a choice of 
dates should be sent. All communications to be addressed-

The Secretary, Y. M. M.A., 

19, Furnival Street,._London. 
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~.ettnt Jnt.ellig.ttU.t. 

TIDINGS have been received by a recent mail of the death of Mrs. Williams, 
wife of the Rev. W. Williams, of San Fernando, Trinidad, from a severe 
attack of dysentery, on Saturday, August the 4th. Mr. Williams 

writes:-
" My dea.r wife was taken from me after an illness of fourteen days, and it 

was when she was recovering and was pronounced out of danger that, to the 
surprise of the doctors and my own consternation and bitter grief, the call came 
for her. 

"In m&rked contrast to myself, while watching the struggle, she was most 
c&l.m and passed most peacefully a.way. 

"The disease was the same as that which caused the death of my colleague 
Brother Gamble. May the Lord_ sustain me! Do, I beseeoh you, dear Mr. 
Baynes, pray for me." 

Very ea.meetly we commend our grief-stricken brother to the prayers BIid 
sympathy of our readers. 

At the Jut meeting of the Committee cordial thanks were presented to 
William Walker, Esq., of Glasgow and Ceylon, for the gift of ~50 copies 
of his pa.per, read before the recent General Missionary Conference, entitled 
"Christianised Commerce and Consecrated Wealth." 

We very cordially oommend this paper to the perusal of all our readers, 
especially to men of business. It is written by one who for many years 
past has devoted himself with ra.re e11.niestness to almost every forw of good 
work, and who has put into actual and constant practice iu a. large way of 
business the principles he pleads for so powerfully in his pamphlet. 

Mr. Walker 1188umes Christianised commerce and consecrated wealth to be 
convertible terms, because the Christia.nisation of commerce implies that the 
business engaged in is right, th.at it can be so conduoted as to bring uo dis­
honour to the Ohristia.n profession, and that the product of it is to be held as tl 

trtlst from God, not for personal aggrandisement, but for the advancement of 
His kingdom in the world. These several conditions are e:uwined a.ud 
diaouued. 

The pamphlet is published by Messrs. Harris & Co., of Dishop~gate Street, 
London, and Aird & Coghill, Glasgow. 

We desire to call the special attention of our friends to the forthcoming 
Report of the recent General Missionary Conference, to be published iu two 
large volumes of a.bout 600 pages ea.oh for the small sum of five shillings, 
provided ordea a.re sent in to the Secretary of the Conference, the Rev. James 
Johnston, Exeter Hall, on or before the close of the current month. 

We trust many of our reade s will s.vail themeelves of the tempting olTer. 
No expense or ls.hour have beon spa.red in the accurate repo)IW!g and ediaing of 
the papers and speeche!. Ths.t the whole should be offered to the churches for 
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so sme.ll e. sum is e. ree.l benefit conferred on the ca.use of Missions, and it is e. 
marvel of cheapness. 

We he.ve much plea.sure in informing our readers the.t the Camden Roe.d 
Sunday-school Mis:li.onary Association have arranged to hold their Annual 
Congo Mission Se.le on W ednesde.y and Thursday, the 28th and 29th November 
next. In this work they are largely assisted by tbe le.dies of the congregation, 
but will, e.s on previous occe.sions, be very glad of any help from friends e.t a 
distance. Contributions of work, &c., will be gladly received by Mrs. Jonas 
Smith, of 26, Carleton Road, N.; the Secretary of the Ladies' Working Party, 
Mrs. C. Tidmarsh, of Mayfield, Anson Roe.d, N. ; or by Miss E. Be.11, of 122, 
Elthorne Road, Hornsey Rise, on behalf of the Sunday-school, 

The Rev. Isaac Allen, M.A., formerly of Dacca., accompanied by Mrs. Allen, 
proposes to return to India during the current month, with a view to resume 
such mission work as his health may permit. 

We a.re confident that both Mr, and Mrs. Allen have the cordial sympathy 
and best wishes of all our readers. 

After making up the personal accounts of the late Miss Spee.ring, of Stanley 
Pool, it was found that there we.a a sum of £41 7s. 8d. to the credit of the 
estate. This sum Mrs. Spee.ring desires should be devoted to the funds of the 
Oongo Mission, feeling well assured "that her daughter, now in the presence 
of the Master, would wish to have it eo." . 

The Committee deeply appreciate this generous expression of practical 
sympathy with the work Miss Spee.ring loved so well, and served so faithfully 
e.nd sFlf-sacrificingly. 

Me.ny of our readers will be glad to know that Mr George Dunnett, of 
Coseley, Bilston, Staffordshire, has recently taken some excellent photographs 
of Mr. Romonath Re.y CbowdhPry. Mr. Dunnett writes:-

" During the visit of our friend Mr. Chowdhery, as our deputation, as he 
bad not bad bis portrait ta.ken in England and had been asked for it, I 
have taken rnme for friends in our churches here. But it occurred to me that 
some in other parts might like one ; if so, they can have the cabinets at ls, and 
the carte de visites at 6d. each, and ell the profit shall go to the Missiona1y 
Society." 

The Committee have receivfd intelli((ence of the death et Oya, on 
Saturday, June 23rd, of the venerable Mr. Oreiff, the immediate cause of death 
being heat apoplexy. 

Mr. Greif£ was a most devoted and faithful missionary, greatly beloved by 
all with whom he came into contact, and specially endeared to the natives by his 
sweet unobtrusive disposition end his deep personal interest in their welfare 
and progress. Mr. Greif£ hes left an aged wife and sevore.l children to mourn 
his loss. We specially commend them to the sympathy and pray,rs of our 
readers. 
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We are gle.d to report the se.fe return to N11.sse.u, Be.he.mas, of the Rev. 
David Wilshire. He writes :-

11 My recent e.nd brief visit to Eogle.nd he.s been e. great refreshment to me, 
a.nd l,feel sore~good results to the work out here will follow." 

On the 18th of la.st month, by the P. e.nd 0. steamship Ravenna, Miss Mary 
Kirby, of Ox:endon, left England for Chine., to be married to Mr. Nicka.I.ls, of 
Tsing Chu Fu. Miss Thome, of the Zene.ne. Mission, left also in the same ship 
on her.return to Delhi. 

The Rev. Leone.rd Tucker, M.A., formerly of India., ha.s safely reached 
Kingston, Jame.ice.. 

Mr. Tucker hPs very kindly undertaken the cle.ssice.l work of Ce.le.bar College 
during the absence of the Rev. J. Balfour, M.A., in England, on sick leave. 
Under date of August 12th Mr. Eiist, the Principal of the College, writes:-

" Nothing could be more opportune the.n tht1 e.rrive.l of Mr. Tucker. To­
morrow the students will he.ve the pleasure of meeting Mr. Tucker, e.nd I e.m 
quite sure they will most highly e.pprecie.te him." 

Just e.s we go to preea we receive the following se.d news :-1
' At Allahe.be.d, 

:S-orth-West Provinces, died, after much sufl'eriog, on August 31st, George W a.llis, 
the beloved child of Rev. G. J. De.nn, of the Baptist Missionary Sooiety, e.ged 
10 months 13 de.ya." The Rev, George Grenfell, under de.te of Stanley Pool, 
July 26th, writes: 11 The little daughter, born to us six. weeks e.go, we.s buried 
yesterday ; ehe we.s & fine bee.I thy child, and died quite suddenly." 

Contributions 
From .August 13th to September 12th, 1888. 

Wbml -trtbutlOIUI an giTG far 11pea1a1 objeata, they an denoted aa followa ,-The Jett.er 2' Ill 
plaoed before the nm when 1, la Intended for 2'rGMl1dlotM/ N P, for Na"'1• Pr,aokr•; 
IV ~ O. for JVidotN aad OrplMlu, 

AIIIIU.&.L SUBSCJUPrIOIIS. 

Ashbrldge, Mr 8. P. ... 1 l 0 
llaooltter, Miu B.. .. .. .. l 1 O 
Brook, Mr .... .. .. .. ...... .. o 10 0 
llaUonl, llr J. ...... .... .. 1 l 0 
IIILl'Ohl, Mr J ......... ... O 10 0 
llunt, llr 0. T,............ l l 0 
lrtsh, Mr~•. l l 0 
l.lttlo, llr ~·- ............... O 10 O 
Jackson, Mr J., Edin-

burgh ..................... 6 0 0 
)lilh1r, Major-Goo....... l l O 
Miloo, Mr J. F. ......... 0 10 0 
)l•ttbow vi. 1-~. for 

,upport of c,mgo Mill-
si,mary .................. 60 0 0 

l'oolo, Ylaa ............... 1 l 0 
~tautoo, Yiu M. B....... O 12 O 
8toooa, Mita M. F. 0 10 6 

::~:it~::t::::~~:~ ~ lg g 

DOIIATIOIIS, 

"A Warm Friend to the 
Mlulon, who heartily 
coodom0.1 tho rapa­
city of tho Govern­
moot lo abstracting 
a tenth froo1 logaclo1 
to Mltslooarv :iocl•­
tlea, &c., and who at 
tho aamo time Rreatly 
lamoots that ho can­
not with greater fer­
vour aod dovotlon 
give hlm""lf and all 
he ha• to that Saviour 
who for our a11kc• be­
came poor, that wo 
through Hu poverty 
might become rich" 1000 o 

A. C. ll., for Ca11go .. ... o 10 
A l'rlond .... .. .. .... ...... . .. o 10 
Aoooymous ......... . ... 1 12 
A Widow's lllto, for 

C,mgo ..................... 1 O 
1, 2, 3 ........................ 21 U 

E. R., for Con"o . .. .. .. .. 10 O o 
Ellwood, Mrs, forCon"o 9 o o 
Gurney, Mrs, for Jfrs 

Wali!lon'H dispen,,ary 
Wl)rk, Chilla ........... , 6 O o 

Huwkoa, Mr J............. l 7 o 
1 II ope .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. 0 10 0 
1 Hinton, Miss, for Dr 

Ca,rey'11 grav1i ........... . 
"Is Jesus King?" for 

0 O 

Congo .................... . 

L~,;i!~•-~.t•_ ~-1~'.-~or 

I 0 

0 " Macklnnou, )Ir C , for 
Dr Carey'• yrnve . O 10 0 

lluotz, llr a. ~·. ......... o 10 o 
Radclllfo, Mr U. II., for 

Congo .................... 20 O O 
St. Paul'■ MIBBlonary 

0 i Society.................... 0 19 u 
0 Scrivener, ll!r J, C., 
o ' Thnnkofforlng, for 
0 

I s~i'u.:\ii~.--,~i-c~;:.u~ 
O Thomaa,llrW.,Llnuolly 
o I Un<iel' 10a ................. .. 

1 6 0 
0 10 0 
1 1 0 
0 15 3 
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LoNDOli AND MIDDLESEX. DoBSBTSHIB.11, STil'FORDSHilllC. 

Acton ........................ 1 10 
Amhurst Park, Bible-

Weymouth.................. 0 0· 0 Bilston, Salem............ 6 13 o 
Brierley Hill .... . .. .. .. .. .. 4 12 o 

class ........................ 3 13 8 
Batte:niea, York-road 

Sunday-school, for 
Essxx. 

Congo ...... · · · · · · .. ·.. 6 0 O Horn church, 'SUn.-sch. l 10 O 
Do., do., for Mr Shor-

rock, China . .. ..... . 5 0 0 
Bloomsbnry ............... 41 17 6 
Child's Hill... . ..... .. ...... 1 2 9 
Gunoersbury ............... 3 0 0 
Highgate-road .......... • .. 4' 8 8 

Do .. for China ......... l 12 6 
Do., for Congo ........ 9 1 6 
Do .. do.. for ,uppo, t 

of J. Showers . . . .. . . . 19 0 0 
~letropolitan Taber-

nacle Sunday-school, 
for Jfr Weeks, Congo '"6 5 0 

X otting Hill, Ladbroke-

H.ulPsHIRE. 

Portsmouth, District 
Aux ......................... 213 15 10 

Southampton, East-st. 
Sunday- school, for 
NP, JJinapore......... 1 O o 

HIIBTFORDSHIRR. 

grove Snnday-school 19 11 
Peckham Rye, Barry- O Ronnoor ..................... 22 10 3 

road Sunday .school... 1 0 
Stockwell, Sunday-sch. 9 9 
Teddington . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 10 

Do., Y.M.B.C., for 

0 Hitchin .. .. .... .. .. .. .. ... .. 8 13 6 
0 
0 

Con.go .............. .. 1 0 0 

SURREY. 

Cheam ....................... . 
Lordship-lane Son. -sch. 
Wallington............ . ... 
West Croydon Ladies 

Asaociation, per Mrs. 
Henson ................ .. 

W ARWICllSHlRE. 

Birmingham,Y.M.M.S, 
for education of 

13 11 2 
10 0 0 
8 1 4 

4 8 3 

Delhi youths ......... 38 0 o 
Do .. do., for education 

of Congo youths .. . 5 O o 

WILTSB.IRE. 

Upton Ch 1pel, for do .. 
Vauxhsll, Sunday-sch. 

0 7 6 Birchin~too, for Congo 
5 8 3 Ctlllterbury ................. . 

Devizes ..................... 2 7 
~ 1~ ~ Westbury, West End... o 13 4 

Walworth-road ........... . 4 2 3 Plumstead, Park-road 1 4 0 
Walworth, Ebenezer 

Sunday-school ...... ... 3 13 0 
Wealdstone, Sun.-sch. 1 17 6 

BKllllSRIRIII. 

Rea.ding, King's-road ... 17 3 3 
Do., Groveland&... 4 9 0 

BCCliINGIIAllSEIIRE. 

Speeo ....................... 1 8 0 

LANOASHIRIII. 

Barrow-in-Furness .... .. 
Briercli.lfe, Hill-lane .. . 
Oswaldtwistle .......... .. 
W aterfoot, Bethel .... .. 

NORFOLK. 

2 10 6 
4 0 0 
2 11 2 
l 11 11 

Yarmouth, Park Ch, ... 44 9 1 

NORTlUMPTONSHIRIC. 

YORB:SHIIIE. 

Bradford, Trinity Ch.... o 2 o 
Leeds, South Parade ... lU 8 8 
Mlddleaboro', Newport-

road Sunday-school... S G (; 
lfilnsbridge .. ............. o 9 o 
l:lbellield ..................... 19 8 ~ 

SOt:TH W .ALES. 

CA.RIURTBBNBHIRE. 

St. !Jlears, Slon ............ 12 12 u 

0 LAMO ROAllllHIIIB. CIIESB.IBE. 

Birkenhead, Grange-
Long Buck by .............. • 14 17 4 Cardiff, Trodegarvllle... 1 11 r, 

Jane ..................... 20 0 0 
OXFORDBHIRK Do., Snnday-school.. 6 10 0 

Cbester,GrosvenorPark 4 0 0 
Egremont, for NP...... o 12 3 Oxford, Friends' Mia· 

slon Hall .............. . 

DE\'OliSIIJnE, SOllEllllETSll lnE, 

O 6 0 

Plymouth, George-st .... 10 O O Wells ........ -.............. 1 O O 

SCOTLAND. 
Edinburgh, Rrloto•plnco 24 JO 8 
Elgin, for Co11go .... ..... U 11 o 
Glasgow,Adelalde-plooe 20 o u 
Hawick . .................... l 17 10 
Klrkcal<ly ................. , 2 O II 
K.1rklntllloch.. ............. 6 1 8 
Lochee .................... _. 2 6 O 

TO SUBSCRIBERS. 
II u re~ UaaC all remiffancea of ~ion, be ,en, Co ALnm> 

HDBY BAYNES, Btcretary, Mission Houae, 19, Fumival BwNit, E.a., cad 
payable Co 1,,(,8 order; alao Cha.t 4/ any portion of lhe gift, " "-'f1Md 
for a ,pe,cific objf-d, full pa,rlicular• of lhe pm cmd pu,po,e may bl! g4wn. 
Oiequu ahould be oro,,ed llleBBra. B..&..BCUr, Bff.ur, TBIT.ro:s, & Oo., and JW,­
of/1,oa Order, made J>G¥ab1A a, &u a...,.,. Pod Ofb. 




