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OUR FINANCES.

APPROACHING CLOSE OF THE FINANCIAL YEAR,
MARCH 3lst, 1887.

HEN this number of the Heriro reaches tho bands of our readers

the treasurers, seeretaries, and collectors nssociated with our

various miesionary suxiliaries will doubtless be teking meunsures to collect

subseriptions not yet gathered im, and cndeavouring to approach non.
contributors with a view to secure their interest and help.

Few, if any, years tn the past hove shown such n large inerease in the
stafl of workers sent out to India, Ching, ond Africa as the ome now so
rapidly drawing to a close. Not only have the Comimittee supplied
vacancies created by death and sickness, but s large and permanent addition
has been made to the mumber of labources, especially in China and on the
Conga,

SIxTEEN wEw MISsSIONARIES TATE BEEX SENT OTT DURISG IOE PAST NINE
¥oxrms, and o large permanent incrense im our expeaditure bas been
incurred, At the quarterly mecting of the Genmeral Committee, held
on the 19th of last month, the Jeneral Secretary prasented a fuanmeial
statement relative to the receipts and expenditure of the Mission for the
nine months endiag the 31st of December last. From this it appears that
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the general receipts to that date, compared with those of the year befory
to the same date exhibit a decrease of

£2,5686:0:0,
while the expenditure shows an increase of
£750:0:0,
giving an gdverse balance for the nine months of
£3,318:0:0

as compared with the account for the previous year.

We are not by auy means unmindful of the remarkable response, so
generous abd spenfaneous, to our appeal on behali of the Congo Fire Fund;
and we are alse thankful to report that the decreage is not &0 much from a
fnlling off in the contributions from the churches ag in the smaller ameunt
received in the form of domations. Thot we should not, however, be
justified in taking too cheerful a view of our ficancisl condition is certain
trom two facts: first, that we began the year with a debt of £1,800,
which, though considerably reduced, will be repeated unless the income is
correspondingly higher; end, second, that the Liabilities of the Society on
account of the China extension, in comsequenca of hills alresdy accepted,
will be very largely in advance of the charges during the early months of
last year.

From these figures it will be af once seen how urgent and pressing is the
call for further and enlarged contributions between the date of this issue
of the Henarp and the close of March next.

Appeals earnest and repeated for large end immediate extension of
agency in almost every part of the field are mow before the Committee,
and the ery from meny end widely separated countries is—* Send us
more missionaries. The harvest truly is plentecus.” With but a few and
very trifling exceplions, to-day the whole world is open to the Christian
missignary. ‘‘ How shall they believe in Him of whom they have not
heerd, and how saell they hear without s preacher, and how shall they
preach except they be sent 2"

We are devoutly thankful for the deepening and growingly intelligent
interest taker in the work of the Society hy many of the churches
of tbe denomination, mot orly at home, but ir the colonies and distant
dependencies; and we confidently believe that mow, as often in seasons
past, our friends will rally around the work, ard, by their generous gifte
aod earnest believing prayers, sustain the Committee in their onward
policy,
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It onnnot surely be tho will of the churches that & further end large
deficiney at the closo of the finoncial year of the Bociety shall cripple and
gtay this forward work.

Already in maony lends, to the sympathetic listemer, the voice of the
watchmen mey be henrd orying, * The morning bresketh; the day is at
hand.”

Africa, dark, degreded, elave-cursed, and long neglected; China, long
closed, exolusive, aelf.centered, superstitions; India, so full of promise and
so marvellonaly changing—all theae vast eontinents are now open before us,
and by their wrongs, their miseries, and their needs appesl to us.

On behall of the truest interests of our home churches, we plead for an
intenser eympathy end larger liberality.

Tt is often asked, Are not our home churehes to be our first care ? Are we
not hound, in the first place, to premote their well-being end develop their
resources ! 'We reply, Yes, most truly; but how best can we secure this?
It hes been well ssid, ‘*In what does the true life of a church consist?
Is not any church strong Jand prosperous in the measure in which if is
carried out of itself, and in which scope is provided for the free exereise of
its most generous instinets and its noblest energies ¥ Is it not fatal to a
church to be encouraged to think only of itself, or that which pertains
directly to itseli? How. dwelleth the love of Ged in such & church?
Whore is the sign and proof of its mystieal union with the Redeewer ?
‘Whera is the evidence that it is slive ? Alive! how can it be slive if the
ery of the perishing appeals to it in vain? It must loose its life if it would
keep i4. The fountain of its love must flow forth into the warld if the
waters are to ba kept pure. We are prone to judge according to the appear-
ance, and not to ‘judge righteous judgment'; but we know well in our
hearts that that ic not the most prosperous church which meets in the most
elegant structure, or has tho largest number of stops in its orgam, or the
most elogquent or learned preacher, or the most crowded congregotion. No!
but thot chorch which has most of the mind of Christ. I maF not neglect
my duty to my church, but my first duty it is, as 1 understand the matter,
to do all that lies in me to deliver it from the ourse of eelfishpess, and to
foster within it that lorge, that generous, thot magnanimous spirit, which
looks far and wide throughout the world, and longs to spend and to be spent
for the redemption of mankind,”

I this spirit, therefore, we venture to plead for a thoughtful and sympa.
thetic consideration of the present fAnenciul difficulties’ of the Socicty;
and to make an earnest appenl both for special donntious mod increased
Tegular subseriptions,
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ANNIVERSARY SERVICES.

HE arrangements for our annual meetings in the Spring being now
complete, we are able to give full particulars. Ae the work of the
Society becomes year by yesr more extemsive, we feel that these

pnmiversary gatherings increase im their importance. We largely depend
npon the stimulating inepiration of which, through God's presence and
blessing, they have often been the hallowed occazion. And in view of the
preagnt eircumstances of the Mission, at once so encouraging and ec respoen-
sible, we cannot but lock forward with mote then ordinary anficipation fo
the meetings of this year. As is our custom, we begin the series with

A MEETING FOR PRAYER,
which will take ploce on Thursday morning, April the 21st, in the Library
at the Mission House, and will be condueted by the Hev. Evan Edwards,
formerly minister of Upton Vale Church, Torquay.
On the following Sunday MISSIONARY SERVICES will be held in the
various chapels throughont the Metropolis,

THE ANNUAL MEMBERS' MEETING

is fixed for Tuesday morning, the 26th April, in the Mission House, to be
presided over by Richard Watson, Esq., of Rochdale. Tn the evening of
the same day

THE PUBLIC MISSIONARY SOIREE

takes place, to the arrangements for which we beg to call the special atten-
tion of our friends. It will be remembered that hitherto this popular
meeting has been convened at the Cannon Street Hotel, but not being avail~
able this year, the Committee hove fortunately secured the FREEMASON&*
HALL, in Grest Queen Street, and they have every reason to believe with
no disadventage either as to locality or accommodation. Herbert H. C.
Cozens-Hardy, Esq., LL.D., Q.C., and Member of Parliament for the
Northern Division of Norfolk, will be the Chairman. The preeence of

THE REV. GEORGE GRENFELL

will be sure to give to the occasion peculiar attractiveness. Hie return
from the Congo, after his deeply interesting geographical discoveries, and
the important service he has rendered in extending our missionary projects
in Central Afries, in eagerly anticipated, and this, not alone by ourseives,
hut by geographers and philanthrepists generally. We venture to thick
the large Heall will be crowded by s eympathetic sudience, anxious to receive
the fresh information which only euch 2 man as Mr, Grenfell con impart.
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The other speakera will be the Rev, R, F. Horton, M.A., of Harpstead,
who, it will not be forgotten, wes nominated swme time ago 25 2 Dnblic
Examiner for his University (Oxford), which nomination was not approved
because of his Nonconformity ; and the Rev. C. 3. Herdy, B.A., formerly
of Yarmouth, snd now of 5t. Albans.

Ou Wednesday morning, the 27th, at Bloomshury Chapel,

THE ANRUAL MISSIONARY SERMON

will be preached by the Rev. Marcus Dods, LI, LL.D., of Glasgow.
Besides being held in high reputation as 2 minister in the Free Church of
Scotland, Dr. Dods has given spacial consideratien to Foreign Missions,
upon which subject he has written ahle and useful ireatises.

On Thursdey evening, the 2Bth,

THE ANNUAL PUBLIC MEETING

 will take place in Exeter Hall, under the presidency of Sir Robert Phayre,
E.C.B., EE.1L, who, during his long residence in India bas had frequent
opportunities of meeting with our missionaries, and, a3 we kmow, can bear
from his personal observations valueble testimony to their work. The
speakers will be the Kev. James Baillie, of Bloomsbury Chapel, the successer
of our deeply lamented friend, the Rev. J. P. Chown; R. Wright Hay,
tormerly of West Africe, and now missionary-elect to India; and T.
Grabam Tarn, of Camhridge.
On Friday mornieg, the 29th, 3 new meeting is arranged, in the form of a

MISSIONARY BREAKFAST CONFERENCE,

ta be held in the lower room of Exeter Hall. The Chairmen will be our
geod friend, W. R. Rickett, Esq., and the subject of the Conferance will be
introduced by the Rev. John Brown Mgers. The Committee attach great
importance to this meeting, trusting comsiderable results of a practicel
nature will iesue from it. It is intended to be an opportunity for pastors,
deacons, Sunday-school teechers, and offcers of missionary suxiliaries,
Whether congregational or juvenile, to meet aud confer together upon the
beet methods for deepening interest in, and procuring support for, the great
missionary enterprise. We would take this early date to ask friends from
the provinees to arrangs, if possible, to remain for this Friday morning's
Conforence, as we would ulso press upon friends in Loadon to endeavour io
ha present.
In the evening, in the large room of Exeter Hall,

THE YOUNG PEOPLE'S MEETING
will be beld. It is three yeara since this experiment was made of holding
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meeting specially for our young friends. It is mow no lopger an experi-
went, its opportuneness and usefulness being fully essured. With J, B.
Mead, Esq., of New Croes, than whom the young people have no warmer
friend, as chairman ; and the Revs. William Brock, of Hampstead ; George
(irenfell, of the Congo ; F. D. Waldock, of Ceylon ; end E, 8. Summers, M. A .,
of Serampore, as speakers, a very happy and profitable mesting may he
rxpected. In addition to the above arrengements, we gladly give publicity
to the following meetings in comnection with Societies suxiliary to our
owa.

The Young Men's Missionary Society have erranged for their annual
meeting to be held in the Library of the Mission House, on Tuesday evening,
the 19th of April, when H. M. Bompas, Esq., Q.C., Recorder of Plymouth,
will fake the chair. Further details will shortly appear.

The Annual Breakfast Meeting of the Zenana Mission will take place in
ihe large hall, Cannon Street Hotel, on Wednesday morning, April 27th:
Dopuld Matheson, Esq., has kindly consented to preside, and other speakers
will be announced in due coursa.

In the evening of the same day, April 27th, the Bible Tranelation Society
will hold its annual meeting in Bloomshury Chapel, when it is expected
Sir Nathaniel Barnaby, K.C.B., will preside, and the Revs. . H. Rouse,
M.4, LL.B,, of India; R. H. Boherts, B.A., of Notting Hill; and Evan
Thomes, of Mare Sireet, Hackney, will deliver addresses.

New Year's Day Prayer Meeting.

I;\* aecordanee with our usual custom, the New Year was commenced with
a gpecial meeting for prayer in the Library of the Migsion House. As
in former years, the principal Missionary Societies end other kindred
organisations were represented. Nobwithstanding the severity of the
weather, o thick fog end sharp frost prevailing, the ettendance was nob
uppreciably less than usual. Dr. Underhill presided, in the greatly regretted
absence of the honotred Trezsurer, still Iaid aside by illness, After singing
Mr. Tritton’s heautiful hymn, *Once more, O @God, before Thy throns,”
Mr, Baynes, the General Secretary, read aumerous letters expressing regret
at unuvoidable absence. He was unanimously requested, in the name of the
meetivg. to send a telegram to Mr. Tritton, expreseive of good wishes for
tle New Year and of earnest prayers for his specdy recovery. The Cheir-
wan took for the key-note of thanksgiving Psalm cxi. Reference was made
to the following brethren, more or less ministerially connected with the
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Society, who had passed away during the year, having rendered important

und faithful service :— Age.
Rev. W. Andersen, of Reading ., o o ve 37
w Hugh Stowell Brown, of Liverponl e .. 62
» 3. B. Burt, of Heaulien ., .. B3

w J. Bucldey, D.D., of Cuttack, Onsaa, who laboured
for forty-five years in the mission fields in eon-
nection with the General Baptist Body .. . 73

, J. P. Chnwn, of Blaomsbury . .. .. Bd
» Chas, Kirtland, of Battersea .o .- w74
,» J.H. Oshorne, of Poole .. e .. .. 16
. 'T. Pottenger, of Bradford .. ‘e e .. 19
,» Ches. 8tanford, D.D., of Cambrrwell . .. 63
,» Francis Tucker, B.A., of Camden Tewn .. ..o T4

With regard to the Mission during the gear past, only two deaths were
recorded, John Maynard, of the Congo Mission, and Goolzar Shah, of Sim!u.
who for many years devoted his time and means to the promotion of Christ's
kingdom in India. No fewer than sixteen new Missionaries had been semt
forth during the year, or were shortly to go, and three others were under-
going special training for China.

Dr. Underhill further stated thst encouraging tidings were vontinually
received from all parts of the mission field, whilst on the Congo there were
large aocessions to Christ’s kingdem. Jamaicu reported aggressive work.
When this islond was separated from the parent Soclety and became inde-
pendent, it was hoped that Celabar College would furnish men, not enly fur
Jamaica, hut for the countries around. Men were now being prepared theru
for that ebandoned Island of Cuba—-professedly Romen Cotholic, but utterly
degraded—also for Camen Brae and other islands of the West Indies.

After reading Acts xiv. 21, 22, sympathetic allusion was made to the
sufferings of other ldndred societies, especiolly te the Church and
Loadon Missionary Bocieties, in losses sustained in Afriea at the
bands of savage tribes, snd also by deaths from mimsmotic ceuses, showing
how these things should not discourage, that the more we bear the marks of
the dying of the Lord Jesus the more shall we triumph in His joy in the
day of His coming.

He then read Ise. xi. 3-5, o5 contnining o promise ob wWhich to rest in
the duys to come,

't' Prayer was offered by the Revs. J. Sharp, M.A., British and Forcien
Bible Hociety ; R. Waordlaw Thompson, London Missionary Society: .
Gray, M.A., Church Missionary Socicty; 5. G. Green, D.D., Religions
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lengthen out, they returned again to
their roost

* MOKREYS,

“Another sight we saw in this
gorden was a large troop of monkeys,
They remained for three dayy hefore
they took their final departure. The
troop numberad altogether about fity,
apd contsined some very large ones,
as large a8 the largest dog you have
ever seen. They had a fine time in the
gerden, eating the twigs, and seeds,
wid fruits of the varicus kinds of trees,

* The Hindus hsve a very great
veneration for monkeys, and even
wyrship them. They hbelieve that
Enm, one of the Hindu incarnations
»f Bishnoo, conguered Ceylon, snd
recoversd his wife Site, meinlythrough
their ensictance. In the war they
were said to jump thousands of miles,
2nd to hurl mountaine at their ene-
mies! Itis on this account that the
superstitions Hindns worship them,
znd will on po aeconnt injure them,
Lut rsather leave them carry eway
{heir fruit and vegetahles. Sometimes
they ere s great trouble. In ome
market, I eaw soveral in B tree over
the heads of the people, and every
now and again they jumped down and
helped themselves to fruit out of the
haskets of the peopls, and leaped
sgain into the tree to enjoy their ill-
aotten gaing st ease. However, this
aheurd venaration for them is fast
relaxing its hold, and some do mot
scruple to ldll them if no other means
will avail to drive them away. But
the orthodox Hiudu looks upon such
ez deed with unaspeakable horror.

‘At mogt of our camping places
dogs and jackela give us great trouble,
Hulf-e-dozen hungry dogs always
wateh closely the cooking operations,
waiting for en opporlunity to spring
upon anything eatable. On one ocea~
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sion we counted no less than eight
dogs congregated together to male
the acquaintance of our kitchen, At
night their boldness increases, ond
they aven creep into the tent and tear
open anything contsining food, nnlesa
detected. It is a mercy we have not
encountered any mad dogs, in which
cate wa might sll be bitten while
askeep,before we conld defond curselves.

‘' The jackals are thick in the jungle
everywhere, and are almost as bold as
dags. They ate generslly supposed
to prowl ebout only in the night, but
I have seen them now many times in
the daylight.

"CaMP INCIDENTS.

“] will finish with an incident
of our camp life. By staying in
the same place for a week or more,
we hecome well acquainted with all
the peopls living mesr, end they get
1o regard na a8 neighhours, and come
and sit in our temt and tell us all their
troubles. At one place some Moham-
medans became so friendly to us, that
they invited ue all one evening to
their houss to dinner, and showed ua
the greatest, hospitality, Wa hope
that throogh our visit to them they
will become guests st the marriage
supper of the Lamb. It ia not about
them, bu$ sbout & poor cultivator,
named Bhulnath, that I wish to speak
to you. We had pitched our temt
vpon a plot of land belonging to him,
and he took @ grest lidng to us, and
came regularly every evening, after
his dey’'s work was finished, and sat
down in the tent chatting with ua.
His peme has a dreadful meaning—
the friend of devila; but he was not
so dreadful himself, but was very
harmlers, ignorant, and superstitious.
We told him again snd again of ths
grest wickedness end folly of idol-
worship; but, although without »
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ronson, he could not make up his
mind to become e Christian. Ha told
us he had lost his wife, and was in
great distress, heving no one to cook
his food and look after his children.
We sympathised with him, and told
him where comfort was to be obtained.
But the next day we heard what
ghocked our feelings greatly, and
what, I know, will shock your feel-
ings, It wme this—ihat he had just
married sgain e little girl of ten
years of age. Just imegine an old
man of fifty years marrging a littla
child of only ten years! And how do
you think he got the parenta of the
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little girl to consent 7 It was sololy
because he had paid down £30 for hey,
and promised to pay £20 more when
she would come o live with him in o
couple of years' time. Is not this hor-
rible ¥ Did you ever hear of such u
thing ® It is heartrending to think
of a poor, innocent little creatucs
merried to an old man Uke this.
There are thoussnda and thoussnds
of such casea  Many youug wirls,
mather thau be the wives of such
husbandy, annuslly commit suicide,
I could report several such beart-
rending cases,
T, B. EDWARDS,

The Congo Mission.

ESTABLISHMENT OF LUKOLELA BTATION ON THE UPPER
RIVER.

E ave devoutly thankful to report that all the Congo mews by the
laat Mail waa cheering and bright, telling of progress all along the
line. The following letters tell the story of the

EsTADLISEMENT OF A NEW Ur-BIVER STATION.

Mr. D. Charters writes from Stanley Pool, November, 24th 18396 (—

*MY DRAR MNA, BaYNES,—I am sure it will give you and friends at
home much pleasure to know ihat, after many trials aud dissppomiments in
connsotion with our up-river work, we have been enabled to open a Alisiion
Btation st LUnoLELA. Brethren Biggs and Richerds have been left at th.
place to go on with elearing the ground end building.

% Qonsidering that we lost so much in the recent fire, and that most of the
goods eaved were more or less damaged, I think that the good news of up-river
work being opened end our plenting & mew station will bs & surprise, The
uatives of Lukolels, who are Ba-yansi, are & fine race of pecple physically, and
at this place ere decidedly the moat friendly people to be met with between
Stanley Pool and Stanley Falls.

I am sure that our two brethren, Richards and Biggs, will bs remembere:l
in prayer by the friends at home. We especially need their prayers for the
succsss of the work and the glory of the Redesmer’s kingdom in connection
with this our first up-river station. I understand thet Mr. Whiteley i writing
you all the details.”

Mr. H. G. Whiteley, writas from Kinshasss, under date of November 2ith,
as follows :—

“DEaR MR, BaovNes,—Having returned s few days ago from Lukoleln, I



el TIE MYSSIDNARY RERALD. [Feravanv 1, 1887,

take this opportunity of writing you about the establishment of Liverpool
station.

* We left here on the 1st November, and arrived at Lukolela on Saturday,
tbe 13th. The length of the voyage was owing to the extreme difficulty we
experienced in procuring fuel for the steamer end food for our men, The river
was in full flood, sa that many of our familiar fuel depits were submerged,
and we sontetimes spent nearly half the day procuring wood to enable us to
go shead dunng the other hulf. There scems to have heen some quarrel
between two of the tribes up river, which had nothing ta do with us, but,
nevertheless, affected our food supply in their district, as is usual. In other
parts of the country again we found quite a fawine.

**Before night on the day of our arrival we hed 5 good pateb of ground cleared,
snd on the following Monday Messrs. Richards and Biggs went with me to sea
the chief Mangaba. After keeping us waiting while be discussed our arrival
with & sub-chief, Mangaba appeared and showed himself very frismdly,
promising to sell plenty of food, to allow free intercourse hetwean our people
and the inhabitants of his towns, to hear all we had to aay, and to halp uaes
far as be could. He referred to the promiase made ;0 long ago, that we would
ssttle by his town, and expressed himself as vary satisfied that we had at last
come to live with him. We bought two native huts from him, and arranged
that kis people should bring them to our ground, and help to ercct them.

“ Returning to our stetion we went on clearing and preparing places for
these two hota, which arrived on the following day, and wers both put up
before nightfall. Of course they were very smell, snd not very strong, ag all
the sticka were tied with string instead of being nailed, buf they would afiord
ghelter until proper houses could be constructed. When Messra. Richards and
Biggs had their camp-heds put up in one of these huts, and & small travalling
tahle placed ine corner, there was just ahont room to turn around inside, and
that was all. However, they will be secure sgainst rain, and with that fora
dwelling-place, and the other hut to contain their stores, they will be ahle to
mansge very well for the present. A frame made of sticka tied together
gupported & mat, and & few newspapers over a table, and ihis primitiva sort of
awning was proudly called ¢ the Lukolela dining saloon,’ A couple of garden
heds were laid out in the rear of the house, and s wattle fence put round huts,
saloon, garden, and all. Thus the establithment, though on a minute scale,
was complete in itself, since the sslnon was to sarve as school and meeting
room too, and the whale place was wonderfully compact. I suppose the area
enclosed by the fence could not exceed eighteen or twenty yarda square, if as
moch s that. While the Peace remained there, all our efforta were direoted
towards improving the accommodation, clearing the ground, and caltivating
acquaintance with the people. I am happy to eay that the towmsfolk showed
themaelves frendly, and some of them were induced to assist we in our
clearing operations for a smell wege. Two men snd & boy elected to
accompsny me in the steamer, and undertake work just the eame ‘as the crew.
I have now six Ba-yansi working on the stesmer, and alweys encourage any
who & show disposition to undertake similiar work, sa Thope that ere very long
we may depend on these people for the main part of stesmer labour, and thus
dispense with labourers from the coast.
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“On tho 19th inst., having seen our beotheen well seitled in their new
querters, Mr. Charters and [ waved our adieux, and steamed off down river,
arriving at Nebasha, on Monday, the 22nd,

t Yasterdsy we proceeded to Ntamo to meet Mr, and Mra, Bentley, and Mr,
Darby, who arrived in good heslth and spirits,

" Wa are now anziously awaiting the arrival of carriers with more atores,
&o., for Lukolela, as at present our brethren heve very little with them—
nothing, indeed, but what could be spared from this atation after the fire.
Moat of their toola passed through the fire, and consequently are not of very
mnch use,

“Next time I write I hope to be sble to may how Liverpool station Las
progressed in the interval. 'We held s little prayer-meeting in the cabin of
the Peacs, commending our brethren to (God's care end guidasce, and secking
& blessing on all their laboars there ; and we have no donbt that He will guide
and gunard them, and be always near to atrengthen end encournge.”

H. Geo, WHITELRY.

Mr. T. E. Biggs, writing from Lukolels, reports :—

“On Friday, the 29th Octaber, the Pezes left agein for Lukolela, Messra,
Whiteley and Charters in charga. Our trip up the river hea been much lopger
than usnal, 'We connt Lukolals about eight days run from Nshaghs, and we
bave been altogether fiflean days' deing it, At starting thers was no food for
the men, and not much fuel on board, Native food could scarcely be obtained
at Nebasha, We hoped to get a good supply st Kwangs, at M'poko, at the
station established by Bishop Taylor, but we were disappointed. Mr. Bhove-
land, one of the missionaries there, wasdoill on our arrival that we readily
consented, at the request of hia colleagues, to take him down to N'Tambo, and
80 the Peace was turned round and we found ourwslves again at MNshasha to
meet Percy Comber, who had come up from Ngombe. Wa also found that
Mr. Davis was sick again, We got away from Mshasha once mora sbout noon
Mrnday; spent more than a day st M’poko, but could only got one day's foods
There are no towns on the banks of the Congo after leaving the Pool antil &
littla before Kwamouth, We found a town, however, up the hills, the day
after leaving M'poko, whare we were fortunalely able to lay in a good supply
of food, for this was the last and only place whare we found food plentiful.
At Kwamouth there are two missions, both Catholic—one sonth of the Kwa
and the other on the north side. Wa called out of compliment, nnd then pro-
coeded on our trip. Past Ewamouth towns begin to get numerous, and we
had no frouble to find dry wood, but could get only a very little food- Six
days after leaving M'poko we sighted Bolobo, en immense town skirting the
banks. Wa have s plot of land there next to the vecated site of the State
station. Itisa good site. We put in at the besch at Bolobo im sepite of the
people motioning na to go on; aud when we came ulomgside the netives
%athared on the shors, many of the men bringing their spears with thew, aa if
1o protest against our landing, They would bring nothing to eell, saying th2y
bad nothing. There are two large tribes at Bolobo, one on the right and the
other on the left of our proposed etation. The Moyo people, on the left, were
perhaps even loss friendly disposed to ns than our meighbours on the other
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tide. W stopped for the night at a small town some miles further on, but it
wae nnder protest. For s long Lime after leaving Bolobo there is & long line
of emall towns at frequent intervals along the south bank ; but tha people, un-
live many of thoss at the towns below Kwamouth, where they generally
beckoned us to the heach, iuvited us to go on, oven whils we showed no aigns
of stopping. Before reaching Lukolala we have to leave the south bank of the
Congo, on senount of the wide, marshy ground, and %o passed no towns, and
do not know whether nny exist.

“ Lukolele towns are not very conspiouous, I heliove, but sufficiently
large to warrant our settling here, I have not been into the town yet;
we ooly reached hers yesterday. The npatives, however, have been aboutl
us sll the time, and are very friendly —too much so sometimes. They
express themselves glad that we have come. One cannot help suspecting that
their joy ia only occasioned becanse they think we shall bring them cloth and
trade; still, we are thankful to find & people whe are glad to welcoms us, and
pray that we mey have wisdom to use the opportunity given to us, At present
we have experienced only thet which should encourega us here, but no doubt
we shall have our share of discouragement. Btill, we Imow where to £nd all
the help and strength we need, and eo should have nothing to fenr. The work
will ba hard at first —I mean more particularly now—the work of estahlishing
and building s station. To start with, we are trying to Doy native houses.
The forest is very dense, many of the frees being from eighty to one hundred
faet high. These ware fortunstely cleatred for ua about u year or eo sgo, but
the place has all overgrown since with small but very denee bush. Our tools
have all been through the fire, and are of little usa; but Mr. Charters hea promised
1o temper them hefore the Pence leaves. The Peace leave son Thureday, ao that
we ghell soon be slone. When first we landed on our ground we found it
occupied by 8 troop of monkeys; they did not, however, object to our taking
possession, but made off at once, and have not eince returned. ‘We hear thare
are mapy wild animals in ihe hush.™

In o P.B. deted 16th November, 1886, written in pencil, he adda: * Perce
goiug early to-morrow morning. Richards and I comfortably housed in &
native but, rather czowded, but happy, i epite of the hardship. Wo are botb
in excellent henlth, and are working hard with sbovél, axe, and saw."”

Mr. Richards reports :—
** We find the Lukolels people very frendly and sesmingly very joyous at
ourarrival, The outlook is very hright, and we are full of hope for the future.’

Mr. Philip Davies write# from Ngimbe :—

I had hoped that my next letter would be gent to you from Lukolela, hut
you will have heard of my sickness from soma of the others, and understand
from what you bave that it was impossible for me Lo proceed. Howaver,
I am plad 1o cay that I am as weil as ever again, I am half afraid
that you will be scarcely sble to recomcile the accounts of my frequent
sickness aud my own statementa of splendid health, DBut the facts aro thess:
with the last fever us an exception, they have always oceurred soon after the
despatch of our mails, and hefore next mail day I have completely recovered,
aod I have had to refer to my notes to ses when the last fever occurred. I
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havn certainly had considernbla sickness; bnt the tharoughness of my recovery
in ench cese, and the enjoyment so much more conrcipns than in England of good
heolth in the intervals, together with the fact that [ am hy mo mesns dieposed
to complain of the climats and mode of life—far otherwise, on the whole they
are mofe congenisl to me than ordinary English life rod climate. I am
willing to have jiggers in place of chaps and chilblaing, and, but for the loss of
time, favers instead of colds and neurslgia; apd above all the love I have for
the people end the work make me feel savguine that in future I shall be n
more effective member of our steff, and T trust that God will be pleased to give
me 6 grester menaure of health and strength in the futare, not so much that I
mnay be spared myself, as thot I may be able to do more for those whom we
bave come to teach in the name of our Baviour. I expect to be here for some
months at lesst, snd you can quite believe that I could not be more happily
circumatanced than I am in being with the two Combers. As there is abundant
opportunity for every branch of mission work here, I do not think I should do
1ight in being disappointed in having to give np Lukolela.”

ARRIVAL OF ME. AND MRS, HOLMAN BENTLEY AT
STANLEY FPOOL.

The Rev. W. Holman Bentley, writing from Btanley Pool, November 2ith,
BBYS —

“We arrived here yesterday. MMy wife Liss borne the journey splendidly,
and feels in no way fatigued or out of sorts,

*Many of our friends at home will be waiting with some anxiety to hear
how my wife has fared atter a journey of 230 miles in & bammock. All is well
indeed, In about a week I go up to Lukolels in the Pexce. Mr. Datby, who
i3 with us, i in firstrate health.

“We bave indeed much {o be thenkful for, and our ever-gracious Father
bes cared for us most tenderly,

* I am delighted to find al! my valuable books are saved from tha terrible
fBre; they were preserved in Mr, Whiteley's bonse. This 18 a real blessing.”

FURTHER PROGRESS.

By tha last Mail the Committee received the firat proof-sheets of portbiens of
the Seriptures in the Congo languege, printed by Mr. Horivener at the Miasion
Press at Underbill Station, who reports:—' My health bas been capital, and
our various departmants of Mission wnrk ere all malking good progress.”

Mr. B, C. Darling, under date of December 18th, says:—

1 am thankful to say that all our recent up-river news is very favourable,
end our gutlook is much brighter on all sides.

" We have just complated our new printing-office and store-house, so that we
ere now tauch bettor off in the matter of scoommodation and storsge room,

'* A few woeks ago Miss Beed had her first fover, The fever was & mild,
remittent one, but thers were troublesoms complications, which made us all
very thankful when she had safely pessed through the fever.

“Behaol, office, medical, snd printing work go steadily on, Almost every
night we have little talks to the boys, in which the Goapel is pressed homs to
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them, Most of the boya please us very much, and leand ue 81l {o think that
they are sincerely trying to follow the Baviour,

* (ne of the patients who was here when T arrived from Ngomhe—his feet
in a horrible stete—is mow slmoat restored (he will never fully recover, they
frequently breek out now with emall uleers) ; he is, however, hoping shortly to
retorn to his town, of which he is chiei. He told us, the other day, Lhat he
would bring all his charms that we wight burn tbem, Me has heard much
of the way of life from my head boy and myself, and I believe is really desiroua
to welk in it. We hope, end pray, and trust.”

From Ben Salvador Mr, Silvey reporta under date of Decomber Sth:—

" You will be glad to hear that Graham, Pbillips snd I arrived here in good
health two dsys ago. We were nine days oo the road, and the journey, owing
to tbe rains, was the most trying and unpleasant one I kave made. The
streams and rivers were very much ewollen and very difficult to cross. Tha
ronds, t00, in some places were almost liquid mud. The last two days we got
wet through so often that by the time we reached 8an Salvador we had hardly
a dry erticle of clothing. Tbe nativea in the towns on the road wers very
friendly, lending us houses, and meking us preeents of fowls, goats, sheep, and
vegetables. The king received us in stata yesterdsy in & very friendly way.
Our boya and the peopls here were very glad to see us, and geve us a hearty
welcome.  Mr, Cameron, I am glad to say, ia quite well.”

Sketches in India.
By Rezr. Joseer J. Dokr, or CHUDLEIGE.
No. VIL—ALLAHABAD.

ITHIN the precincts of 1be fort at Allahabad a holy shrine of great
repute is shown. King Akbar, wishing to build this fort on the
banks of the Jumne, end not willing to destroy the sbrine already

occupying the ground, because its peculiar sarctity would be = source of
revenne to him, surrounded and built over the place, so that we found the
celebrated house of pilgrimage in total darkness at the bottom of a flight of
steps.

Thé entrance passage, was, as usual, decorated with stone images of the
gods—Gunashe, es always, bolding the prominent place, We were ushered
into the darkmess by a boy guide, bearing sn apology for a torch—namely, o
lighted bit of yern lying over the edge of a saucer filled with oil. 'The
darkness was demp and cold, hanging shout one uncomfortably, while the
singular lamp served to Teveal drops of water clinging to the pillars, with
the wsual sccompaniment of decaying flowers and mud on the Hoor.

We groped along efter the light in silence, broken now and them by
explanations from the guide. Attention was called now and then to objects
dimly seen, such as curious stones, images, and boles, but notably to the
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over-living bsnysn tree. The singular object of snperstition, of which
I enclose a rough sketch, possesses no root or branches, never sees the
daylight, is never watered from heaven, and yet it lives; yes, and will live
when Allshabad and the whole world are overwhelmed in the coming
delnge. Bo runs the legend.

Trath to tell, this thick-forked and decorated trunk, girded with a red
cloth, and blest with the gilded head of Vishnn, while her feet cut out on
stone lie at the bottom, was sending forth white sprouts—genuine fruits of
darlmese.  The rumour is that at mela times, o when a religious festival
bringe the pilgrims to Allahabed, these aprouts burst forth into leaf. At
guch timee a charge is made for admitlance, and peeple are wicked encugh
to hint that an ensy fraud is perpetrated by the priests to satisfy both the
curiosity of the people and the wants of the treasury.

The relief was great when we emerged from the darkness and proceeded
to visit a nimh tree, sbout which cluster even more sacred associationa.
Right in the heart, of the city we found it a3 the shadows were growing long
and the multitudes passing on various errands throngh the bazaar. The
contrast struck me as beautiful. Berpeath the spreading branches, full of
lite and greenness, & large crowd had gathered around two of Mr. Bate's
native preachers, and here the seeds of truth were being sown.

17T {ove the nimh tree,” Mr. Bate had scid, when urged by a friend to go
to the hills apd recruit his strength, “1I love the wimh tree, and cannot
leave the work.”

That hanyan tree was rootless, hranchless, dwelling in darkness, dead to
all intents and purposes, emblem of the religion in whose legends it is set
forward ns sacred. Here was the nimb tree flooded with sunshine,
consecrated, not by any Hindu superstition, but by the simple preaching of
the Gospel. A shade from the heat, instinct of life—emblem of the religion
taught within its shedow. Burely, when the useless banyon sholl hove
crumbled awey in its darkness out of the mewory, the remembrance of this
living nimb tree, us the birthplace of esouls, ehall cause gratitude and joy.

Graaff Reinet, South Africa. Joserm J. Doxe,

Mr. and Mrs. Couling, of North China.

OUR Frontispiece is taken from a recent photograph, and represents

Mr. and Mrp. Couling in Chinese dress. These friends, 93 many of
tur readers know, are stationed at Tsing Chu Fu, in the province of
Shantung in North China. AMr. Couling is devoting himself mainly to
school and educational work.
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Mission Work in North China.
A CHINESE TFAIR.
HE following letter from the Rev. Evon Morgan, of Tai Yuen Fu, will

be read with interest:—

" Last month, in company with Mr,
Chao, the evangelist, I took my first
missionary journey in Ching Scon
after I came up here, in the beginning
of Tast month, I heard that a large fair
was beld at Wu t'ai Shan. As there
would be many people gathered there,
we thought thie wounld be a good
opportunity of zelling Scriptures sad
other books which explain the Gospel.
Mr. Turmer, did hia engagement &t
Hsin Chon permit him, would have
accompanied me.

UWo vl SHAN.

“A few words on the place iiself
will enshle you to picture Lhe spot.
Wo t'al Shan lies eighty miles north-east
of Hein Chow.  Fifty miles of the road
can be done only on mules and donkeys.
Being only s mountain path, no cart can
traverse Lhe distaoce. The village lies
in a narrow stony golly, shut in on all
sides hy lofty miountaing, The remown
of the place, however, is not ailached
to the village, hut to the three hundred
odd Buddbist templea that are acattered
over the surrounding hills. The head-
quarters of these temples lie near the
village, and on s elight eminence. The
pile of buildings, with a handsome
white top in the centre, rising high
above Lhe otiier bnildings, presents an
imposing appearance, All the year
round ahout five hundred * lamas,” and
over a hundred priests, reside here.

“ Thia deseription of Wu t'ai must
suffice, as it is not my intention to give
a minute deseription of the road and
its diffeulties or the obstinacy of mules,
who will; in spite of ell precautions,
stumhlée in rivers and follow their own

sweet will heedless of all remonstrences,
However much one might like to write
pbout lofty mountains capped with
clouds, and neble temples with priests
thet inbabit them, one must forego this
pleazure, and relate what will surely be
of more iuterest to those who love
missions—i.2, the men ome meets in
8 journey, what they say and deaire,

it Roap EXPERIENCES,

“Some distance from Wu t'ai wa met
a man returning from the fair We
were- resting for our mid-day refresh-
ment, and entered into convemation
with him. He told us he bad been up
to the temples, and had iutended, if he
found the proapects satisfactory, to have
bhis bead shaved and enter the priest-
hood. “For years,' he said, ‘I have
read books and tried many metheods to
satisfy the restless craving in my soul;
but all te no purpese. I thought of
Buddhism, and have travellcd three
hundred miles to see what they have to
offer me, I went up, telked with the
priests, hut before I had been long with
them I found that moest of them
emoked opium. And no an in my
opinion,’ he anid, ‘who takes opium
tan heve found the true rest. I have
to return home without having my
desire fulfilled.! We asked him if he
had read any of our Lonks, and were
told that he had, the Gospel of Mark.
He did not seem to have been much
token with it. He probably did not
understand it deeper meaning. After
promising to call on us at Tai Yuen
we puarted frian this seeker for the
light,
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“At the fair we anticipated a large
aale for our books, and on the evening
of our arrival had good reasons for our
expectations ; for no edomer had we
renched the temple, where we had
hired & room, than a kindly-faced
Chioaman wanted Lo know all about
our books. *‘These books,’ you say,
vspeak to moen of a revelation from
God : of being able to impart to the
beart of tan peace. Have you got
this peace in your heart ¥ Do you find
in these books the knowledge of the
true way ?' We told him that in
Christ we had *the way, the teuth, and
the life! *¢Let me hove & set’ he
gaid, ¢ I sholl read them at home.

“BoogE SALES.

“Early in the following Jay we went
ont with our books, but did not
find onr exrpectations fulfilled of a
ready disposal. We socn found the
cause, OF Chinese who could read
and felt any interest in books there
were very few. The bulk of the
pecple were from the plains of Mon-
golia, and these of conrse would not
teke our books as they could net
rend Chinese. Thers was gathered
together a strange mixture of peopie,
Here one could meet with religious
devotees from distant Koko Nor and
Tibet ; sturdy wemen from the
Inshau mountsins, and the Ordos had
left their homes for the sacred hills of
Wat'ai Manya weather-beaten Mongol
had left bis camp fires and faithful
watch-doge in & far-distant desert, and
had travelled far to exchange his horsea
for silver.

“Here there were also priests from
every provinee io China ; some elad
in rich silks, while their less fortunate
brethren bod to content themselves
with a few ornamental rags.

“To these we offered books in vain,
atd we had uo better success with the
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fortupe-tellers, who talked speciously of
our good intentions, but would not huy
antrd read,

% Others again would buay if they
could read. There i3 a large class of
thin kind in China. These are the
simple village folk. One of this clasa
was 80 Interested in us that he
followed us a good part of the morning,
occasionally giving ws a handful of
welon seeds for ‘good cheer’ He was
rejoiced if we managed to persuale a
tman te buy, and would himself gladly
have bought a eopy, ‘if,' as he enid,
“he bad undemstanding.’;

¥ Y13170RS,

“We were plad to find some ready
and eager to buy. Let us pray that they
may read and nnderatand. During my
slay here I had a visit from one of the
lamas. He was dressed in his priestly
garments, all of the finest yellow ailk.
He waa precaded by two servants who
carried hie presents  These were a leg
of mutton,a large bowl of rice, one
ditto of flour, and o plate of sweet-
meats

*Here, nnd at other places, some poot
npiumn amokers wanted to know if
opium eating could Le cured. One
especially told me o sad tale. 'The
opinm had wasted his strength, had
consumed his money. There was
nothing but poverty and wretchedness
staring him in the face, ‘Could I do
enything for him,’ be said. Yes. *Take
me with you, I will follow you any-
where.! The rovages of this poison are
frightful

“ We made for Tai Choun, a town Jue
west of Wu 'tai and about fifty miles
distant. From Tai Chou our rond lay
lue south, We pnssed through several
towns, but 1 will only relate our
experiences at ome,
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“ Kpoa HSIEN.

“This, Kua Hsien, where we met
with & gentleman who seemed very
much interested in our lLooks. He
is & *men shang’ in a yamen, or,
practically, he is the master in
the yamen, a3 no one c¢an see the
mandarin except through the ‘men
shang! THe came to see ns on two
successive days, each time asking us
questions.  * What ia prayer? Where,
and when do you pray? What
position should the body be in when
vne is praying 1’ The evangelist
explained to him the great truths of
the Gospel, but he did not seem to
crasp the awful truth of the presence
of God among men.

“ Another very different inguirer
visited ns at this place. He was also
from the yamen.=a clerk there. Thia
man wanted to know why it was
that, with their inventions and their
wenlth, the Westerns had a grealer
share than Chinamep. *Whkyis it 1
want to kmaw, that Father Heaven has
given you so much, and us ao little !
You worship Him, and se will I pay
Him all the worship He desires,
provided He gives me gquick returne of
wealth apd learning* Poor man, he
Loows litlle of trme spiritusl life.
He was of the world, and worldly.

“ 4 GaMpLER's DEN.

% Of our experiences bere I will only
relate onemore.  One efternosn, eelling
booke n the street, a man came
running after us, and asked us to go to
a certain inn where there was & scholar
who woald be tertain to buy books
When we reached the place we found
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ourselves in a gambling den. Squatting
on a k'ang were about ten gunmblers,
who, flushed and excited, wore so
occupied with their game that they for
some Lime took no notice of even the
foreigner. After a time we menpged
to get a share of their attention.
* What books have you'! We replied
that they were good books—bocks for
renewing the heartand imparting ko men
knowledge of God. The oldest of the
gomblers, & man of about fifty yeara of
age, wos curious to see oue. ‘A book,’
he asked, “for renewing the heart, is
it} Astrange book.! The merry twinkle
in hiz eye, and curions expression on
hig face, seemed to imply that he
regarded the statement oa a good joke,
aend that no hook, however good,
conld move the rusty ¢bains that bound
his heart.

* Most of the gamblers bought copies
of the Word of God, some because the
print was good, some because it wae
cheap, and others because they were
curious to read euch & strange
book,

# Theae are only a few incidents, and
we could write many more  Hut I
bave given enough to show the kind of
people met in travelling.

¥ Yery many people seemed to have
heard the name of Jesus, and some,
indeed, had an intelligent view of
Chriat's purpose in coming into the
world, Thia they had either gathered
from hooks or had heard from scme
missionary.

#1 enjoyed my fortnight's journey
very much,

“Evan MoRoaH.

“ A, H. Bayues, Esq.”
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News from Eastern Bengal.

T]IE following lctter from the Rev. Rubert Spurgeon, of Barisal, relatice
to the establishment of the new mission station at Madaripore, in the
Dockergunge distriet, will be read with intcrest :—

“‘ Barisal, Bengal,
‘* November 13th, 1886,
“My peir Ma. Bavnes,—Your
welcome letter of October 14th was
awaiting me hers, when Mr. Tregillus
end I arrived from Maderipore yester-
day afterncon,

*0Our DIFFICULTIES.

** Most of my time now Lps to be
gpent at the new station, to push on
operstions preparatory to our living
there. Tt is so diffienlt to hurry thease
lethargic natives, even when they begin
to stir at all. Indeed, the difficuliies
and delays T bave had to encounter
ara beyond description, or even bere
enumeration, Tha question of the
land, as you elready know, took
meny months end much parleying
befora & gettlement oould be efected.
People caanet imegine what we want
toreside at Madaripore for if we are not
Government servants, jute merchauta,
indigo plantors, or zemindars., And
the air is still ladem with strange,
vague slories that seemed at one tima
litely to close evary door of hope
aguinst ue. But we are geining the
confidence of the pecple who live
dearest to our compound, and are
quite confident that s fesling in our
favour is fost spreading,

“Makmwo FRIENDS,

“The Manchealer was anchored for
fome time in front of the site of our
house this visit ; and, as the innumer-
Bble native hoate passed and repaesed
U6 on market-days, svery eye naturally
turned to the red flags flying at the
top of bamboos that mark out the

spots our buildinge will oceupy. Mr.
Tregillus and I paid many visits to
the houses near, and alweys received
s hearty welcome. One mean, named
Ebrahim, was building » haf, but
when we came near and greeted him,
the work stopped, two caua seals were
brought, hookaha were offered us, sad
8 number of men and boys sat and
stood around listening to our message.
* Ebrabim,’ I ssid, * you are building
a housa apd sc em I, Let ua see
which will be ready ficat, We shall
be neighbours, you kmow; and I shall
gometimes come to your bouse, and
sometimag you will come to mine.’
Among these poor peopls a great
deal deperds upon one’s manner of
nddreds ; for they have thair rules of
sitquette thet ars ng important to them
as ours sre to ns, 'How can Isit
down whils you stand * I said when
the tiny seat was offered me, and in
moment & largs number of them
squalted on the bare ground.

“Oor MADARIPORE NEIGHBOURS,

* All our immediate neighbours are
Mohammedsns; but thay do not seem
a0 bardeued as most we have hed to
deal with. I trust that GQod is pre-
poring them for the full receplion of
the Gospsl inatead of the srratic
teaching of the Korsn, Fourof them,
with a number of boys, listened to the
putline of tha story of redempticn otie
morning, sad acknowledged that, as
far as they could sea, there was no
hope for them elsewhere, All Moham-
wmodans feel how impossibla salvation
by works is when it isfully put befora
them. ! According to your own show.
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ing the tenching of the Koran gives
you no hope,' is a statement hardly
ever denied, Very few of the people
near us can read, though some of them
are diligent in the ritual of their
religion. The wan from whom I ob-
tained the mission site is one of them,
I regret T cannot forward his portrait.
He is one of the most unprepossessing
men outr eyes bave ever lighted upon ;
and Jooks capable of aluost anything
by which he might gain. We were
corapelled to pay him s visit, for he
so craved ths honour. Bo, afler two
or three days’ delay, we followed him
across the fields to bis bome. He is
well-to-do snd owns & considerable
amount of land. A son of his, just
sixteen years old, is soon going to be
warried to & girl six pears of age. He
is determined I shall be at the
wedding, he says, and will wait till it
is convenient for me to go. He paye
300 rupees for the girl, and thinks he
is doing well o get her at that, seeing
Lker family is & step higher in the
world than his. A large number of
women of the village eollected at his
lLouse, and fillad the verandsh and
stood round corners, where they pre-
tended to be invisible to the eyes of
their two English visitors. The {uture
father-in-law of his son was also
present, and 8 few other villagers
collected too. The hookah was freely
offered ns here a3 at other homes ; hut
e do not #moke, and are glad {o be able
to say so0, and escape confact with the
sily blackened thing thal has eerved the
purpose for tmany years, und been
handled by all sorts of wunsavoury
charasters.

UMM EDICAL WoORK.

** At this season of the year the air is
charged with malaria, and fever pros-
trates its thousands, Numbera of our
poor ueighbours ere down with it,
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and were very grateful for the help
weo were able to render. I was glad
that I had my medicine chest with ms,
for among our very pearest villagers
I was able to do good; and this
though it was ststed by one of the
people that some around had beeu
*killed by medicines ' administered by
native doctors.

“In the middle of the day, just
before their ficst meal, nud et evening,
just before sunset, s numher of the
people oollected near our boat. After
our return from preaching in the
bazasr we chatted with these, and
gave awey tracia to peasers-by who
could read. The roed from the mis-
sion station to the bazasr iz partly
aloog by the river and partly between
villages embedded in trees and bam-
boon, presenting often very picturesqus
picces of scemery. The rains being
very heavy this year, sowme parts of
the road bave been broken away and
the rough wooden bridges broken
down., I hava written about the re-
pairing of these to the Cheirman of
the Municipality however, snd expect
the demege dons will soon be remedied.

A AN OBRrEAN.

* Among ths groups who gathered
daily was B boy, about fourtsen years
old, who seemed very intelligent,
though it waa evident that he was neg-
lecting his person. His heir seemed
unwashed, and so &id his clothes, He
always carried s little grass mat in his
hand. We soon learnt that be lived
in the nearest Hindu bome to omr
compound, and began to form quito
mn mcqueintance with him. ' What is
that in your hand ?’ I said one day,
pointing to the mat. *My father ia
dead’ was the reply, and he turned
awsy, ea though undesirous of saying
more. On inguiry I lesrnt that hia
family were strict Hindus; and he
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would have to it on nothing but that
mat wherever he might be—at school
or at home—for a whole month from
the date of his father's death; mean-
time no oil must be put on his head,
and rios and salt must form his whols
pnourishment. I pitied the poor little
jellow exceedingly, end longel for
him to be freed from such absurd
rules end customs by belisving in
Jesus, He can read, and we gave him
gome tracts and pictures, snd hope
they will be blessed to hia selvation.
Hias is a very hopeful case.

¢ BUNDAY AT MADARIPOBE.

“ Lpat Bunday wea the Grst Lord's-
day wa had speat at Madaripore. In
the morning Mr. Tregillus and I had
a short walk slong hy the river, re-
turning to the boat for a gervice with
our men befora breskfmst, and were
planning afterwards a visit to some
Mohammedan home in the afterncon,
Bet soon a mative was seen st the
landing-place bearing 2 letter. It
was in English, snd from the native
sub-divisional officer: ¢ We ahall ba
happy to attend e divine service, snd
hear & sermon from you this evening,’
it read, *in & tant which I propose to
pitch up for the purpose. If you
agrea, let me know the time, so that
I may make arrangements.' Of coursa
I agreed, mnd promised to be at the
spot about 4.30. That morning I had
sent the magee of the boat laden
with English tracts, to give some to
every Haboo who could read them,
It being Bunday, T thought they
would have leisure from office work,
end probably look them over. He
relurned, saying he had met s num-
ber of the Baboos on the ghat steps
in front of the courts, and they had
raceived the tracts with salaama. At
430 Mr. Tregillus aud I arrived at
the tent and found the officer cuper-
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intending the fnishing
our racaption.

touches for

""H2 SHALL REIGN.

“We hed a fow winutes alone with
him before any one’ else arrived,
end he assared un that our principles
were conquering, and,must conquer.
If we had gone there fifteen years
ago, he rematked, we should wnot
have found the people so ready to
listen to us as they¥are now, JMost
thinking people, he said, are ceasing
to think of Hinduism as built on fects.
People now-a-days allegorise the
stories of the gods At leat our
hearers came in till I had an audience
of gevanteen ranged round the cloth
walls of the tent. The Lord'as Frayer
wad probably known to some, and so
I began with that. After resding
from Luke xv., Mr. Tregillus prayed,
and I then preached on the words,
' The Son of Man te come,” &c. Twelve
yeats ago I preached my first sermon
in Bepzuli from that text, and now
to Bengali Baboos I was uttering
gome of the same thoughts in English.
Aa the addrass ended s large number
blocked the doorway of the tent, but
it was too dark for us to extsnd the
mesting, 90, ahaking hands all round,
wo bade good might to our [riends.
Baveral sooras of atndenta necompanied
us towards the hoat, a bevy of them
swarming arpund Mr. Tregillns, end
g amaller crowd clinging to me.

A Graxdp Banoo.

“ On Monday morning, while I was
busy negotiating for another amall
piece of land, a Babou came upon the
econe, and introduced himaeslf in most
smusing English, Referring to the
tracts he had received the previous
day, he said: ‘I got {rom you some
acolosiastical rules thet 1 like very
much.” In the boat he conversed as
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freely as his imperfect Epglish would
allow, mnd told us that he uged to
read the Bible when a student, Lut
since then he hed given it up. I
hope you wili begin to read it again
now, Brboo," I said ; but ke was not
desirous of purchasing one, saying he
could borrow the one used in court if
be liked. Tis estimate of Christ was
convered to us in the words: * Jesus
was the most best favourite of Al-
mighty Father, Hetanght most best
things.' He would, in the first sen-
tence, bheve used three superlatives
hed he spoken in his mother tongus,
and onr hearts would bave been
vheered ; but somebhow his endeavour
to reproduce the ideas in English
robbed the peptiment of ell its charma,
How foolish we are! The Almighty
Father 'searches the heart,' while we
only listen to soands-

 Muwicrear, (HOVERRMENT,

“In Madaripore there are only
some thirty men altogether who can
converse in English, and all of them
are very friendly, One of them made
me promise to take him a compleate
Bihle, hacause T happened to have
only New Testaments with me, and
he wanted a wholc one. In most of
their lodgings a Bible is kept if not
read. Only two of the Baboos have
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their families living in the town, the
others being content with paying
visits to their homes during vacations.
Wo have local selt government at
Madaripors, because that distriot
happened to be ome of the number
chosen for tha experiment, This
privilege has not been extended to
Backergunge. There is & municipelity
alwo; but I fear neither of these
bodiea very fully wunderatand what
their duties are,

“The last morniog we were thers
we spent & coupla of hourz in the
bazaar selling Scriptures, and we dis-
posed of & goodly number. Mr. Tre-
gillua aod I went. into shops, and sat
down & few minutos on seats offered
us ; stood oo the road and spoke, or
geve to the people around ns; moved
& little further on, followed closely by
e crowd, to do tho same again; and
thue sowed seed hroadcast by the way.
In one shop the ehophseper, or book-
keeper, sitting cross-legged on a rush
mat, cried out: ‘Jesua Christ is my
Holy Lord.” *Yes; and you will
love Him morae if you read that account
of Him," responded Mr. Teegillus, as
he pointed to the Gospel of John that
the man bhad just hought from us.

' RODERT SPURAEQN,

#To A, H. Bayoes, Eaq.”

The Colonial Churches andlthe Parent
Society. '

TR readers will be gtad to hear . f tho safe return to Culontta of the Rev.
George and Mrs. Ker1y, after a missionary tour of some months in the
Australian colonies. Writing 10 the Committes, Mr. Karry says:—

# Everywhere I found & warm welcome and a very genuine and hearty
interest in the work of the Mission, This ie evidently growing and deepening,
The Colonial cburches are in fullest sympathy with ua and our work."”

After hearing the report of Mr. Kerry's visit, the Comuwities, in quarterly
meeting assemhled, unsnimouely adopted the following resolution, viz.:—

+ The Committee of the Baptist Missionary Society feel davoutly thankful fo
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the increasingly missionary epirit pervading the Colonis! Churches, and are
rojoiced to find that the sympathies and affections of the churches are sn
menifesily cordial towards the parent Sociaty iu England.

 They confidently anticipate the happiest results in incressingly intelligent
interost and greatly emlarged contributions from the visit of their friends
Mr. and Mre, Karry, and are glad to know thet they have everywhere met
with such a warm and hearty welcome,

*# The Commiltes earnestly prey that grece and blessing, pesce and
prosparity, may ever reat upon all their beloved brethren and sisters associated
with the Australian churches and throughout the cplonies generally.”

At the seme mesiing the Commitive alau recorded their warm apptreciation of
the epecial services rendered to the Bociety, during the absence of Mr. Kerry in
Australia, by thke Rev. J. W, Thomeas, of Calcutta, who has conducted the
imporfant duties of the Indian gecretariat for the past nine mentha.

The Lord Loveth a Cheerful Giver.

B Commities thankfully ecknowledge the repeipt of two silver bracelets

and £6 3s. 8d. from 'R, T.,” Chapel Cottage, Brockenhurst. A silver

chain and gold ring from "' E. M. G.," Jesmond, Neweastle, A silver
bracelet from ** Anon.,” Morecambe. A pearl necklet, brooch and earrings, and
5s, from “Two Girls who are trying to do ell they can for the Extension of
Christ's Eingdom in Indis.” Five ebillings from * Anon., London,” who
writes : **T often feel quite lifted up by reading the Mrissroxary HERArD ; it
does me resl good. Next to my Bible it is my great comfort, it i3 ag stimulating
and iovigorsting.” A little gold brooch, for the Comgo Mission, from a
“ Ministar's Daughter,’"” who writes :—

** During this year my dear father has recovered from a very serious illness,
and God has greatly prospared me in my achool. I desire, therefore, to make
aoms sacrifice in return for His great goodness to me.”

A gilke dregs from “ B. N, T.," Wolverhampton., A small work case, fitted,
for the Congo Mission, from ** Anon,,” Trowhridge. Another small case from ' A
Servant " at Houghton, Carlisle. Four brooches, knife, and earrings trom =
*'Bister in tha Lord at Barneley,” and & paper knife from ** A DBlind Widow,"
for the Congo Misaion.

The Committee are also most thankiul for the following generous end
timely contributions : — Frederick Illingworth, Esq., of Bradford, firat instal-
ment of £500 promised for China Mission, £100; ** R. W." (dopation), £100;
the lete Mr. Jawes Edwards, of 19, Bt. Dominge Grove, Everton, Liverpocl,
iormerly of Haverfordwest, £100; J. Tritton, Bsq., New Year's Offering, £30;
“N. N.” {donation), £100; **L. T. W.” {donation}, £1,000; Edwin Prycr,
Esq., Livarpocl, £10; J. P, Bacon, Esg. {annual subseription), £20; Rev.
G. H. Rouse, M. A., LL.B, {donation), £10; Johe Marnham, Esq,, J.P,, quorterly
subscription for emtirs support of Rev. Michael Richards, on Upper Cougn
River, £75; Joseph Wates, Esq., £20; “ A Friend,”* per Josoph Wates, Bsq.,
£1y 10s,; Rov. A. J. Harvey, M.A., £20; Mre. Ness, £10; *‘ A Friend,” per
Mr. Joshua Sing (annual subscription), £100; George Sturge, Esq., bulf-yesr's
instalment of subscription, £100; Saywin Luess, Esq., Kidderminster, £10;
“J.and J, ¥,,” £10 108, ; Mrs, M. Manning, of Perth, Congo Fira Fund, £10.
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Acknowledgments.

HE Committer gratefully acknowledge the receipt of the following
welcome and useful gifts:—A parcel of trects and books for Mrs
Gammen, Bt, Domingo, from Miss Georgo, Romsey; & parcel of copies

of the " Leisure Hour " and the “ Sunday st Home,” from Mr. (Geo. Osborn,
Hastings ; & case of fancy goods for MMrs. Wilson, Ages, from Girls' Working
Class, Maze Pond Chapel, Old Kent Boad, 8.E.; a case of seeds for the Congo
Miesion, from Measrs. Sutton & Somns, Reading; a parcel of calico for Mrs.
Wall, Bome, from Mrs, Johnson, Canterbury ; 8 New Year present of a writing
case to Manik, Netive Preacher, Backergunge, from the teachers and scholars
of Clarence Parade Sundsy-school, Cheltenham ; parcels of clothing from Miss
Starling (Button) and Miss Hartland for Mra, Thos, Lewis, of the Congo; a
* eyclostyle' and stationery from Young Men's Class, Lancaster, for Rev,
Thomas Lewis, of the Congo Mission,

Becent Jutellrgence,

are thankful to report the safe arrival in Ceylon of the Rev, George

and Mrs. Gray, under date of November 26th. Mr, Oray, wriling

from Colombo, says :—* Both my wife and mysalf look forward, by
the blessing of God, to doing good work for the Maeter in this beautiful
island.” Mr. Gray will be atationed st Ratnapura, Sabragamma

Mr, aud Mrs, Moolennar Bafely reached Madeira on their voyage to the
Congo on the 8th of January. Mr. Moolenaar writes:—* We are longing to
get to our real work on the Congo, sand hope soon to reach the land we 8o much
love.,” '

Mr. Weeks accompanies Mr. and Mre, Moolenaar from Madeira to the
Banena, He writes from Madeira :—* My stay here has done me great good,
and it is with much joy that I now look forward to resuming my loved work
at Ban Salvador. It will be moet plessant to voyege back to the Congo with
Mr. and Mrs. Moolenaar,”

Oun the 27th of last month the Rov. Frank Durbin, of Cheam and the Peatora'
College, left London for Colombe in the P, & O. meil-steamer Chusan. Mr.
Durhin goes out to minister to the Cinnamon Gardens Baptist Church in
Colambo, in succession to the Rev. H. A. Lapham, who resumes purely ver-
nscular work es e missionery of the Society. Wa earnestly trust Mr. Durbin
will have & safe voyage, 8 happy settlement in Colombo, and a very prospercus
course as pagtor of the Cinnamon Gardens Church,

The Rev. Thos. and Mre. Lewis will, we anticipate, leave Liverpool for the
Copgo Mission on the 9th of next montb, calling on their voyage at the
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Oamervons, their former fisld of labour. For the evening of Thursday, the
3rd of March, the psator and friends sf Camden Road Chapel are armoging a
farewell mesting, when we hope a large number will be present.

The Rev, Charles Jordan, of Calcutts, in complisoce with the earnest request
of the church and congregation of the Circular Road Church in that city, bas
consented to withdraw his resignstion and continue the pastorats, We heartily
congratulate the Circular Road Church on this, and truat Mr. Jordan may
enjoy health and strength to continue his devoted labours in this important
cemtre of Christian work,

In consequenca of the lamented decange of the Rev. Goolzar Shah, Dr. Carey,
on reaching Calcutta, in compliance with the desire of the Committee, pro-
coeded to Simla instead of Patps, with a view to temporarily maintain the
work of {he Fimla Mission until well-matured plans for tha future shall have
heen ganebioned. Ag soon ss this can be done, Dr. Carsy will remove to Patna,
to which city he bas been designated by the Committee.

At tha quarterly meeting of the Committee on Wednesday, the 19th of last
month, Bir 8 Morton Peto, Bart., hrought forward the following resolction,
which wea onanimously and cordiaily adopted, viz.:— '*That, in view of
the lonsly position occupied by so many of our missiopary brethren in distaut
fields of lshour, end their practical exile from home, friends, and aasociations,
the Committes feel it moat desirmble thet efforta should be made to secure for
each missionary in {he field some friend, or friends, in this country who will
undertake to keep up personal sympathetic communication by periodical
dispatch of Christian literature—say, of papers, msgnrines, pamphlets, and
hooks, and occasional correspondence, it being the judgment of the Commitiee
that sach sympathetic thought and consideration will fend greatly to the
happiness and encouragement of their missionary hrethren, who are now hear-
ing the heat and burden of the day."” We desire very earnestly to commend
thesa suggestions to the thoughtful atlention and practical eympathy of all our
renders, We shsll most thankfully receive responses to this appesl, and be
rejoiced to corvespond with friends who may feel drawn to render personal sid
in the manner suggested by this most timely and welcome proposal, To our
brethren on the field such expressions of thought mod sywpethy are more
cheering and refreshing than worda can tell.

By the lamented decesse of the Rev. David Jones, B.A., of Brixton, the
Hociety has suffored a further loss. For meuy yesrs Mr. Jones was an active
member of the Bxacutive Committee, and ever cherished a warm interest in the
work of the Mission. Binos his retirement from the aotive duties of the
winistry, Mr. Jones hay often rendered valuable service te the Society both in
the pulpit and on the platform. At their last maeeting the Committes paseed u
sympathetic resolution of condolence with the sorrow-stricken widow.,

The Rev. H, B. Crudgington, writing recently from Delhi, saya:—"I am
thankful to inform you my wife has had capital heslth, really better than moyeelf,
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for L have bad oceasional attachs of fever, reminders, I think, of the germe gathered
on the Congo, Iem beginning now to understand the langusge, and I long very
ginosrely for the time when I ghall be able to speak to the people in their own
tongue of the good news of the (ospel, I certainly begin to feel a deep
interest in the people hera,”

The Rev. W. K. Landels, of Naples, who has been recently laid on one sids
by an attack of scarlet fever, is, wa are thankful to report, somewhat better,
and in & fair way, we trust, towards recovery.

Mr. and Mrs. Bowen James and family, of Dinagepore, hava safoly reached
Malta. We are glad to report that Mr, James is in gomewhat better health.
In pursuance of definits medical instructions, he will remain in Malts over the
spproaching spring, coming to England for the summer.

Mr, Herbert Anderson, late of Rewdon College, ia now settled inBarral,
and has commenced the study of the Banscrit tonpgue, with & view to fitting
himself for specisl linguistic work, in pursuance of the directions of the
Commitiee. ) '

Congo Fire Fund.
Donations received from December 16th, 1888, o January 15k, 18687,
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