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HE paper given below was read by the Rev. J. B. Myers at the
November meeting of the Baptist Board, and appears in these pages
in deference to therequest of that body. Itspublication is not inopportune
at the beginning of the new year. The work which our Society has been
enabled to do in the past, and which it hopes to do more largely in the
future, has been, and will continue to be, done to a very considerable extent
by the sympathetia eo-operation of the pastors of our churches. As we
look back upon the year that has now closed, we feel we have reason very
thankfully to acknowledge the important service rendered by many
ministerial brethren, and, in view of ever widening opportunities, par-
tcularly in India, Africa, and China, more than cver will their invaluable
aid be needed.

The article in this present issue—the first of others—by the Rov. R.
Glover, will deeply impress our readers with the urgency of the claims of
China for missionary effort. We respectfully, but very earnestly, plead
with our pastors to give their most careful comsideration to the remarkable
statements bearing upon the past history and present condition of the Chinese
people. We do not doubt but that a great future, in the Christian sense, is
near ot hand for China, and that God will use our Society in a very marked
wenner for its realisation, if it be only ready to follow the leadings of
Divine Providence. Whether we shall be equal to the call will depend
very much upon those who, by their pastoral position, are the leadexs of the
people. If discerning the times, and knowing what Israel ought to do,
they should feel called to encourage their hearers to put forth larger zcal
for the evangelisation of the heathen, great results will cnsue. Let great
things be attempted, and great things may be expected. To this end we

insert the subjoined paper, rend, as we have already observed, before the
members of the Baptist Board.
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THE PASTORS OF OUR CHURCHES IN RELATION TO
FOREIGN MISSIONS.

DEAR BRETHREN,—When our Secretary invited me to prepare a paper
for this meeting, and assigned, as a reason for my doing so, that the
subject of Toreign Missions had not been submitted to this Board for
consideration, it scemed to me that, in accepting the kind invitation, I
should at the same time accept the topic suggested. And remembering the
members of this Board are ministerial brethrén, it occurred to me that it
would not be inappropriate if I were to turn your thoughts in the direction
indicated by the title of this paper, viz,—* The Pastors of our Churches in
Relation to Foreign Missions.” May our meditation be as profitable as it
seems suitable!

I. Let me remark that & priori—in the very nature of the casé—we
should expect that there would be such a relation existing, and that it would
be very intimate.

‘Who are the pastors of our churches ? They are the under-shepherds of
Him who declared : “The Son of man is come to seek and to save that
which was lost;” who was moved with compassion when He beheld the
multitudes as sheep without a shepherd, and said: “The harvest truly is
plenteous, but the labourers are few. Pray ye, therefore, the Lord of the
harvest that He will thrust forth labourers into His harvest.” They hold
their office under that great Shepherd of the sheep, the glories of whose
everlasting covenant the wrapt imaginations of holy prophets did but dimly
forecast. “The flocks of Kedar shall be gathered unto thee; the rams of
Nebaioth shall minister unto thee.” *I will make all my mountainsa wuy,
and my highways shall be exalted. Behold, these shall come from far, and
lo, these from the north and from the west, and these from the land of
Sinim.” v

If, then, there could be any circumstances in which the interest of a
pastor were to become so contracted as to be limited to the particular
congregation to which be ministers, the pathetic reminder of the Good
Shepherd might, indeed, widen the sphere of his vision, and enlarge the
sympathics of his heart: “ Other sheep I have which are not of this fold;
them also I must bring, and they shall hear My voice, and there shall be
one flock and one Shepherd.”

Or changing the figure, the pastors of our churches are the servants of
-2 King, the principles of whose kingdom do not permit, in their application
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to human need and human life, any geographical restriction—prineiples
which, indeed, are destined universally to prevail. The Christ whom they
themselves love and scrve, and whom they would that their congregations
should love and serve, is no local Christ, if I may so speak, but the Desire
of all nations; the Christ “in whosc name every knee shall bow, and
whom every tongue shall confess to the glory of God the Father.” The
Gospel they proclaim to those who meet within the walls of their respective
sanctuaries awaits a world-wide proclamation, for the Lord Himself has
given command that it should be preached to every creature.

Seeing, then, that the pastors of our churches receive their office from
One whose redeeming purposes no territorial limits determine; and are
engaged in preaching a Gospel not alone meant for their particular country-
men, but every way as much for the people of India and China and Africa
—for all peoples on the face of the earth—surely their interest in, their
sympathy with, an enterprise existing for the very purpose of making
known the Gospel throughout the world, should follow as a necessary, a
logical, consequence.

It werc strange indeed if tkey were to be found indifferent !

II. I remark, in the next place, that by virtue of their position, the
pastors of our churches can largely promote the cause of Foreign
Missions.

The obligations and privileges connected with the missionary enterprise
are not limited to the office of the Christian ministry. The great commission
is not comwitted to a clerical oligarchy. If we speak of responsibility,
responsibility is imposéd upon every member of the Church of Christ; if
we speak of privilege we can say, ** This honour have all the saints.” For
an individual to become a Christian should be for him to become, if not in
actual service, yet'in sympathy of heart—a missionary. If this be correct,
then who can so effectually encourage a missionary spirit in the churches
as the pastors of those churches? As teachers, they are expected to
instruct in all matters of Christian duty; and as they expound and enforce
the teaching of Scripture on this subject, the consciences of their Christian
hearers are likely to approve, and their hearts likely to respond.

The occasional visit of a deputation from a missionary society cannot
possibly influence as the pastor of the church can influence. Let us
suppose he believes—believes with a real, a strong faith—that the Gospel
he is preaching is, according to the Divine will, to be preached to every
creature ; that the kingdom of righteousness, of joy, of peace in the Holy
Ghost, which he is endeavouring week by week to build up, is ultimately
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to triumph over the kingdoms of this world ; and further let us suppose
that he believes the Christian community over which he presides is, with
other Christian communities, to be instrumental in the enlightenment of
heathen peoples, and who shall estimate the influence which such a pastor
may exert? He will look upon his congregation as those who, in their
measure, are to hasten the day when Christ shall “ see of the travail of His
soul and be satisfied;” and perceiving the immense importance of securing
their consecrated co-operation, he will endeavour to win—and in all proba-
bility will succeed in the effort—their loving obedient service,

1I1. And now, in the third place, the inquiry forces itself upon our con-
sideration, whether the pastors of our churches are rendering the help to
Foreign Missions which may naturally, as we have seen, be ezpected from
them ; and which their position enables them to render ?

In dealing with such an inquiry we must be careful how we sit in
judgment upon our brother. If there be the absence of a practical
missionary sympathy, we must not forget that there may be conscientious
convictions or defective knowledge, or peculiar circumstances which, if
they do not justify such shortcoming, do suggest the exercise of that
charity which thinketh no evil. It is certainly a fact—a fact for which
there is reason for thankfulness—that a far larger measure of interest is
taken in the missionary enterprise by the pastors of our churches than was
the case in the earlier years of the Mission. And if I speak from my
personal knowledge, I unquestionably find amongst ministerial brethren
many of the warmest friends of the work. This is not the time to refer to
the devoted labours of those who serve on committees—many indecd are the
hours of anxjous thought that are given and invaluable the service rendered
by those who take part in the management of the Mission ; but, speaking
generally, how encouraging it is to know that in very many of the churches
the pastors arc, what they surely ehould be, first and foremost in missionary
sympathy ! '

But is this the case universally ? Are there not many churches, many
considered in themselves, which have little or no missionary interest, and this
mainly because there is no realisation of the claims of Foreign Missions by
those who preside as pastors over them; churches which never yearn in
compassion over the benighted, degraded heathen, and this chiefly because
no such compassion stirs the hearts of those to whom they naturally look
for an inspiring example ?

Will any one question that if eack pastor in our cburches were to say to
his own heart ; ¢ This cause of Foreign Missions is, in an ecspecial sense
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the cause of Christ, based upon His own emphatic command; the success of
which means the triumph of the Saviour throughout the world. I must,
therefore, as His servant, be in full sympathy with it. I must, therefore, in
my position, do my utmost for Christ and His kingdom’s sake to promote
it "—will any one question that, if this were done, the funds of missionary
societies would not become greater, and, consequently, evangelistic opera-
tions become much more extended and much more efficient ®

I have no doubt you will have seen a letter which appeared a few weeks
ago from the pen of an able and devoted missionary, connected with the
London Missionary Society. The letter was the outpouring of a sorrowful
heart. I quote one extract: ‘“ My own opinion is that missionary interest
is kept up by a few, while the many are indifferent. Here and there is a
church permeated with missionary zeal, but they are the few among the
many. So also with pastors. Some are en rapport with mission work all
over the world, and they carry their people with them, but they are the
few among the many. I should be sorry to say or write a word that would
savour of either reproach or criticism. I have brought back to my work
of ‘one thing’ a very deep impression—of the anxiety and trouble about
many things which fall to the lot of my brethren at home. I cannot
wounder that their manifold works of ever-present need should crowd out
the distant and remote, nor yet that the exceeding bitter cry which is
always sounding in their ears should stifle the far-away cry from Macedonia.
Am I wrong in thinking that it would be their gain if, by any means, they"
could get into closer sympathy with the world outside and beyond
them? "’

Brethren, it may be that this esteemed missionary wrote in a too
desponding strain. Judging, however, from the effect it and other similar
expressions have produced in the churches more especially concerned, the
wail of sore disappointment wrung from the heart of this missionary was
not superfluous.

But, not to speak of missionaries of other societies, have not those con-
nected with our own had occasion to lament the indifference of some
churches they have visited, and this because the pastors of them were
wanting in sympathy ? And have I not myself, when expressing the hope
that more interest might be shown, had this reply given by way of
explanation—* More, much more, might be done for the mission if only
our minister took greater interest in it. We mnever hear him refer to its
claims, and, if he is indifferent, need you be surprised his people are? "

Again, I remark, many of the best friends of Foreign Missions are to be
found amongst the pastors of our churches. Would that every pastor—to
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use the expression of the missionary from whose letter I have quoted,—
would that every pastor were “en rapport with mission work,” and then—
azain to quote his words—* they would carry their people with them.”
And that such will one day be the case there is good reason to
believe.

IN. And now, in the fourth place, one or tuwo of the ways in which I think
the pastors of our churches may greatly help forward the cause of Foreign
Missions.

And as knowledge of what is being done is of first importance, I would
urge the desirability of an acquaintance with missionary literature, and, of
course, especially with the MissioxaArRY HERALD.

The belief which may be felt in the rightness of the principles of the
enterprise is likely to beeome operative when informed by statements
showing the actual working out of those principles amongst the heathen.
I know, as a matter of fact, that the HEgALD is extensively read, but I am
not so sure that to the pastoi-s of those churches who dolittle ornothing forthe
Mission this observation applies. I may be speaking strongly, but I confessI
cannot understand how any pastor can read the accounts given time after time
of the marvellous opening which bas arisen in Africa for communicating the
Gospel to the people living in the interior of that continent, of the progress
of the Congo Mission, and of the Christian heroism which has been called
forth in connection with it; or the accounts given of the equally-interesting
operations taking place in China, where there is reason to believe millions,
even millions, are waiting to receive the Word of Life ; or the intelligence
‘which comes month after month from India, so full of promise—I cannot
I say, understand how any Christian pastor can acquaint himself with the
work which is proceeding in the mission-field and not be practically in
sympathy with it. Therefore, I would say, as knowledge in this case is
indeed power, and the head must affect the heart—for the sake of the
inspiring force, the stimulus it will create, the fire it will kindle—let the
MrsstoNarY HERALD be regularly read.

And then, I would say, let the pastor communicate what he reads to his
congregation. I have a firm persuasion that if the facts connected with
mission work were placed before the people, interest would be es cited, and,
as a result, more pecuniary help would Le afforded. They would not be
able to listen without a desire being stirred within them to assistin so good,
so Christ-like a scrvice.

Now, I do ot think any church will be likely to rise to the height of its
obligation and its privilege if it be left to such information as may be
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imparted at the annual missionary services. Those churches are the most
missionary whose pastors take care to keep them well informed.

And when can information be given? Certainly at the monthly mis-
sionary prayer-mecting. And where nosuch meeting be held, would it not be
possible for one to be commenced? Upon the prayers of God's people
success largely depends. ‘“ Paul may plant and Apollos water, but God
giveth the increase.” To God, therefore, let earnest supplications for the
increase be constantly directed.

But such are the conditions of human life that possibly only a small
proportion of a congregation may be able to attend a week-night meeting
for prayer. I would, therefore, urge the desirability of imparting missionary
information on the Sunday. Such a method would be by no means sacri-
legious. Itis commended by the highest example; it is sanctioned by
apostolic precedent. And might not the information be given in such a
way as greatly to benefit the servants of God, exciting in their hearts holy
joy and hope, and stimulating to a nobler consecration. And might not, those
who are impenitent and unbelieving be addressed upon such a subject so as
to feel their greater responsibilities—the very serious position in which they
are placed by reason of their superior advantages and privileges? No
pastor surely need say, “I cannot attend to these missionary affairs. I am
required to preach the Gospel. It would be an abuse of my office.” Nay,
not so. One can readily conceive that the subject might Le so treated as
to secure the highest spiritual results.

And let it be said, with respect to the annual missionary services, the
pastor may do much to make them successful. But if he endeavour to
keep the missionary interest fervent throughout the year in some such way
as I have intimated, it will follow that he will need no inducement to lead
him to do his best when the time comes round for the visit of the annual
deputation.

Again, the pastor can do much to encourage the adoption in his congre-
gation of some systematic way of ingathering missionary contributions. The
church which is thoroughly organised with a view to raising such
contributions will, of course, render more help than the church destitute of
organisation. The methods adopted may be various. But the point I wish
here to urge is, that if ¢ke pastor undertakes to see, directly or indirectly,
that organisation of some sort is introduced, the church in all probability
will become organised. It rests very largely with him to give such a
movement the sanction and influence of his good word and sympathetic
co-operation. Let him put the matter thus: * Here are my people. They
have the ability, more or less, to help in sending the Gospel to the heathen.
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The enterprise cannot proceed without means. How shall I obtain from
them the support they can give? They are stewards under the great
Master. How can I best help them to discharge their stewardship ? "

Brethren, there are churches where the pastors have done much to
encourage their people to give systematically on behalf of Foreign Missions,
and that with the most pleasing results.

And now, finally, by fostering the missionary spirit, the pastors will
greatly bencfit their churches.

This proposition needs no argument to support it. It has gone beyond
the region of mere theory—experience in many instances has proved it to
be true, unquestionably trne. I have in the pigeon-holes of my office many
letters from ministerial brethren who acknowledge they have reason to
bless God for the salutary influence of the missionary society. In material
things they bave derived advantage, and certainly in things spiritual. The
genuine missionary spirit is the veryspirit of Christ. And the more of
His spirit in a Christian community, it were a truism to say, the better
every way will it be for that community.

I close with an extract from a paper read before the Congregational
Union at the autumnal meetings in Hanley, by the Rev. Arnold Thomas,
M.A., of Bristol. Let the words be well weighed, for they are as
momentous in their importance as they are beautiful in their diction.

¢ Are not our own churches to be our first care? Are we not bound, in
the first place, to do what we can to promote their well-being and develop
their resources? Iagree to that entirely. But how shall we secure these
great and primary ends? In what does the true life of a church consist ?
Is not any church strong and prosperous in the measure in which it is
carried out of itself ; and in which scope is provided for the free exercise
of its most generous instincts, and its noblest energies ? Is it not fatal to a
church to be encouraged to think only of itself, or that whkich pertains
directly to itself? How dwelleth the love of God in such a church?
Where is the sign and proof of its mystical union with the Redeemer?
‘Where is the evidence that it is alive? Alive! how can it be alive if the
cry of the perishing appeals to it in vain ? It must loose its life if it would
keep it. The fountain.of its love must flow forth into the world if the
-waters are to be kept pure. e are prone to judge according to the
-appearance, and not to “ judge righteous judgment ;™ but we Lknow well
in our hearts that that is not the most prosperous church which meets in
the most elegant structure, or has the largest number of stops in its organ,
or the most eloquent or learned preacher, or the most crowded congregation.
No ' but that church which has most of the mind of Christ. I may not
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neglect my duty to my church, but my first duty it is, as I understand the
matter, to do all that lies in me to deliver it from the curse of selfishness,
and to foster within it that large, that generous, that magnanimous spirit,
which looks far and wide throughout the world, and longs to spend and to
be spent for the redemption of mankind.

Missions to China.
By tHE REV. RicEARD GLOVER, oF BRrisToL.
No. I.

EAR by year the demand of China for the Gospel of Christ grows

and will grow. All branches of the Church of Christ will feel

their energies fully taxed in the effort to meet this demand. To us as to
others the call comes : to us, happily, in the most persuasive of all forms:
in a splendid service already rendered by brethren on the field ; a wonderful
success already secured ; an open door; ardent hearts pointing us to it
and indicating the supreme necessity for embracing at once the great oppor-
tunity of mercy. In estimating our duty at such a time, we want, above
all things, to know the circumstances of the case, to have not merely a
statistical knowledge of the magnitude of the Chinese Empire and a sur-
face knowledge of its sins and needs, but we want a sympathetic knowledge
of the manhood of the people, of their hearts, their yearnings, their
tendencies. To know is generally to love.—Although on a subject so vast
I cannot pretend to even a general knowledge, I have thought that the
attention of the supporters of our work might, with great advantage, be
directed to some of the leading lines of consideration which either define
or commend our path of duty. One of these lines is Tee HisTory oF
Missrons 1n CAINA IN THE PAsT. This may show us, more clearly than
anything else, what manner of men we are to evangelise, and the pro-
babilities of success which should animate us. I propose in this paper to
deal with the interesting story of the Earlier Efforts to Evangelise China.

When first the Light of the Gospel was zarried to that land no one knows.
That China was known to the Western world many centuries before the
Christian era, and that a large overland trade betwecen India and China and
the West had grown up is abundantly clear from many references in
ancient authors.

The name Sinx appears on the map of Ptolemy one Lundred and sixty
years after Christ ; and a cognate name Thinee on the map of Eratosthenes
(still extant) made upwards of two hundred years before Christ.
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“ Many shall come from far: and lo! these from the north and from the
west: and these from the land of Sinim,” is a prophecy of Isniah, whose
reference to China is, I suppose, as indubitable as its Faith and Hope are
sublime.

The Jewish community in China—now almost extinct—tracos its history'
to the second century before Christ. Kunowledge of, and intercourse with,
the distant East might prompt, and the wide diffusion of the Jewish people
throughout the cities of Asia and in China itself might assist, very early
-efforts to reach the already ancient empire. ‘

There is nothing, therefore, inherently impossible in the tradition pre-
served in many early Christian writers, and in one ancient liturgy, that St.
Thomas the Apostle carried the Gospel to China as well as to India. There
is much that makes it more than probable that he did carry it at least into
Central Asia, whence the traders of these early centuries diffused it south-
ward into India and eastward into China.

Anyhow, one Christian historian, Arnobius, writing before the year 300,
mentions the existence of Christians in this distant land. They had been
gathered by missionaries from the churches subsequently called Nestorians,
from Nestorius, Metropolitan of Constantinople, whose views they adopted
and spread abroad. The Protestant instinct of Nestorius against the undue
reverence of the Virgin Mary, which gave her the title  Mother of God,”
commands our sympathy. The somewhat overstrained distinction and
separation which, in his opposition to Mariolatry, he drew between what
was Human and what Divine in Christ, belongs to a realm of metaphysical
theology which is left, happily, untrodden now. But both the Protestantism
and the metaphysics commended him to these Eastern Christians, and both
inflamed their missionary zeal. There were Chinese converts in sufficient
number in 4.D. 505 to have a metropolitan whose name we know. In 550,
another metropolitan brought from China into Europe eggs of the silk-
worm, and taught in Constantinople and in Rome the whole method of rear-
ing them and preparing silk. From this date, to the time of Marco Polo,
we get glimpses of that community then, and find that, in spite of perse-
cutions, it lasted until Catholic Missions to that land may be said to have
begun.

A little more in detail on this early Nestorian Mission may not be
without interest. Though the Church had her cradle in Western Asia, it
is a striking fact that the oldest stone record of Christianity in Asia is

found on Chinese soil. It is a tablet of marble ten feet by five, surmounted
by a cross, comprising two lengthened inscriptions in Chinese and Syriac
respectively.
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It records the date of its erection, A.p. 781. It was discovered two hundred
and sixty years ago, and within the last thirty-five years has been set up
again by a Chinaman outside the city of Si-ngan-foo in Western China
where it originally stood.

It records the doctrines and the experiences of the Nestorian community
in China, and makes it apparent that they held a form of Christian belief
affected by Gnostic mysticism. They accepted the main elements of the
Gospel, though not as prominently and simply as might be wished. They
taught the creation of all things by God; the fall of man; the incar-
nation and death of the Son of God, and accord to Faith the supreme
position amongst all virtues. The stone records the fact that their sacred
books are twenty-seven in number (the number of New Testament Books),
and had been translated by one of their leaders into Chinese. Associated
with these simpler statements of doctrine are others of a mystical character
touching the relations of grace and cosmogony, not easily appreciated by 2
Western mind.

But the przictices of the community are intelligible, and have that touch
of higher nature which makes the whole Church kin. Amongst other
things recorded by the tablet, it informs us that ¢ They do not keep slaves,
but put noble and mean all on an equality.” ¢ They do not amass wealth,
but put all their property into a common stock.” * They fastin order to
strengthen themselves by silent watchfulness.” ¢ Seven times a-day they
have worship and praise for the benefit of the living and the dead.”
“ Once in seven days they sacrifice, to cleanse the heart and return to
purity.” '

Probably the original Nestorian Church was composed largely of
converted Jews of the dispersion, and hence the Jewish sentiment which
retained, and to this day retains, the practice of sacrifice in connection with
Christian tenets.

‘With this creed and these customs, 1600 years ago the Church of Christ
knocked at the Ctate of China, as we do now, and, knocking, found welcome.

The earliest missionaries were reinforced from Western Asia—a chain of
Christian communities stretching, in fact, over the whole expanse of
Central Asia. Their life was the light of men. The tablet records the
names of six Emperors, who, by their friendliness, edicts, gifts, or by
the erection of churches on their behalf, commended to their people the
worth of “TrE IrrustRious RELicion,” as that of Christ was appro-
priately named by the early rulers of the land.

‘What dimensions the Christian community reached we cannot tell. But
we learn from the tablet that it was large enough to have threc thousand



14 THE MISSTONARY HERALD. [JAncary 1, 1886,

priests, that ‘number being silenced at one time in one of the numerous
perseeutions which alternated with seasons of royal favour, and we connot
avoid the conclusion therefrom, that it must have numbered many scores
of thousands of converts at least.

The questién, what became of this community in after generations, is one
of great intcrest. It throve right down to the beginning of the thirteenth
century, in spite of persecutions. Then, partly owing to the great wars
and wide destructions of Genghiz Khan, who, as a Mohammedan, opposed
them; partly, perhaps, to their strength being absorbed by the new
Catholic Missions, on the one hand, and by au eclectic Buddbism, which
seems to have made room for a good deal of the Gospel creed and story or
its teaching, on the other, this community fades out of history.

Yet we may, with advantage, recur to this first and beautiful piece of
Chinese Christian history, for heartening in our work. The heroism of
these early missions, the noble ardour of those leaders, the gracious
vearning to bring all men to The Light have surely lessons for us in an age
when facilities are so many and helps so numerous. Is there not a
testimony in this story that a great welcome waits the Gospel now ?

None of the three great religions of China could then give the guidance
and strength men desired for iife.

An aching void alone explains the welcome they gave to the Gospel.
Already once before, about thirty years after the Saviour's death, this
sense of need of fuller light had moved a Chinese Emperor to send wise
men Westward enquiring after the true religion ; and when these men fell
in with Buddhist teachers and took them back, this void belped the welcome
which gave Buddhism its greatest conquest.

To me, the welcome given to the imperfect Gospel, its widespread, its
long dominion, all seem to intimate that our hearts are fashioned alike,
that Christ is the desire of all nations, that each soul has the sentiment so
nobly expressed by Augustine—* Thou hast made us for Thyself, and our
soul is not at rest until it rests in Thee.”

They bid us expect to find there not merely the fruitful soil, but the already
whitening harvest, and assure us that many, and these the noblest, of China’s
sons and daughters will respond to the Gospel of the love of God—as
that which satisfies the soul with its beauty, its blessing, and its peace.

If the old Nestorian Mission be thus full of interest, the Catholic
Missions to China are not less so. The Crusades had re-introduced the
East and West to each other. The father and elder brother of Marco Polo
had—by force of emergy, accident of war, impulse of curiosity—made the
journey of almost the whole extent of Asia, to the court of Kublai Khan.
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On their first return, the news they had to give of the wide kingdoms
stretching to the Last and of the welcome which would be given to learned
and godly men, seems to have kindled the enthusiasm of some Christian
hearts. Ior after one embassy from the Pope to the great Khan had
turned back when halfway, a second was sent. We cannot withhold our
admiration for the great-hearted man, who was the first European mission-
ary to China.

It is just about six hundred years ago (1288 a.p.) since John de Monte
Corvino, with a companion, set out to cross the vast plains of Central Asia.
By 1291 he hadreached India, where he stayed preaching about a year. His
companion dying in India, he thereafter made his way, alone, to the city of
Pekin, wkerc the Tartar Emperor had his court, reaching it, apparently, in
1295, seven years after ke started. The journey is one that seems almost
incredible for one who, I suppose, had to do it on foot. But the illustrious
man had a brave and cheerful heart and for the joy which he set before
kim be endured and succeeded. It might have seemed as if, single-handed,
strange to the tongue and habits of the people, he would have found
little opening for his message. But his noble personality won audience for
his message. His preaching was accepted, and those receiving it baptized.

First one, and then another Church was reared at Pekin, one so near the
palacethat the emperor could hear the psalmody which it appears he enjoyed.
He bought a hundred and fifty boys and trained them up in the Christian
religion, teaching them to chant the Psalms of David. He translated into
Chinese the Gospel and the Psalms. He had reached China when near fifty
years of age. But though incessant labours swiftly aged him, he continued
working the work of God till, at four-score, he fell asleep. He had
baptized first and last thirty thousand persons in China, many of them
of course infants, but still many of them adults. And these were a
foundation for that Catholic Church in China which bhas existed from his
days till now, and which, with all its faults, has yet been an instrument of
much good to that land.

The work Corvino commenced others carried on, whose names, though
doubtless written in heaven, have faded from human history. Three
centuries later, however, 2 new development of Catholic Missions originated.
In 1534, the Order of the Jesuits was formed ; an effort to countervail, by
zeal and consecration, the loss the Church of Rome had sustained through
the Reformation.

_In addition to the three vows common to all Romish orders—of poverty
chastity and obedience—the members of this order took a fourth vow, to
go anywhere they were sent on missionary service. The order enrolled
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many of the noblest as well as many of the ambitious. Devoting themselves
chiefly to Education and to Missions, their influence through both of these
activities became immense. Their missions carried the Gospel—impure,
perhaps, but still not so impure as to be ineffectual —to North and Central
America, to Brazil, to the Congo, to India, to the Philippine Islands, and to
China and Japan. In all these districts traces of their work are still found
and evidences of usefuloess so clear as to clicit the commendation of
statesmen like Sir John Bowring and naturalists like Mr. Wallace.

The leader of their work in China was one who will be had in everlasting
remembrance— Matteo Ricci. Almost exactly three hundred years ago
(1583), after having learnt the Chinese language at Macao, he obtained
permission to enter China, After repeated trials and failures he made his
way to Pekin. By his gracious personality, his wisdom, culture, his scientific
accomplishments, and the kindness of his heart, he commended himself to
the men of learning whom he met with, and ultimately endeared himself to
the emperor, the court, and the common people equally. He gave them
what he most wished to impart—the Gospel. He gave thém also what
they most wished to receive—the science of the West.

Within fifty years of his arrival, he and his colleagues had written no
less than three hundred and fifty treatises on scientific subjects for their
use, had corrected their astronomical data and given them for the first
time a correct notion of geography. Converts gathered round him and his
successors. His first converts, Su—a man high in the emperor’s service—
and his daughter, who took the baptismal name of Candida, were, like most
who lead the way in such movements, remarkable characters. They com-
manded by their goodness a universal reverence. Holiness of life, Christian
devotion in the building of churches, erection of hospitals, the gathering and
saving of outcast children, were the outcome of the grace they had
received. For her goodness, the emperor ennobled the lady in her life-
time ; and, strange to say, this father and daughter, the two first converts
made by Ricci, are to-day worshipped as deities in a temple dedicated to
them near Shanghai! Men came and worshipped their feet because Christ
had loved them. When, five-and-twenty years after entering China, Ricei
died, his death moved gemeral sorrow. Other great men followed him ;
amongst whom Schaal and Verbiest are, perhaps, the noblest names,
Alternately they were favoured by the Court, and found their favour
rousing the deadly hatred of those opposed to the mew religion. They
were employed in high positions, they were imprisoned, were welcomed,
were ordered to quit the country. Many of them were slain, but still the
work went on until the number of their converts and the deference to their
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influence turned them from missionaries into princes. There are those
well qualified to judge—men like Dr. Martin of the Anglo-Chinese College
at Pekin—who think that but for faults which, 'unfortunate]y, marked them,
the whole empire might easily then have been won for Christ. But
though Ricei and some of his suceessors preached an Evangelical doctrine
which made prominent the atoning work of Calvary, grave faults marred
their efforts. There was a sacramentarianism which believed so strongly in
the new rites of religion, that the surreptitious baptism of infants and the
sick was largely practised and duly reported to the faithful at home. There
was 2 lack of candour, as when they permitted worship at pagan altars
on condition that crucifixes or Christian symbols were concealed behind
them. There was rigidity of rule where there might, with advantage, have
been elasticity, as when the Papal Court (against the judgment of Ricei,
however) interdicted that ancestral worship which is the expression of
filial reverence rather than of religious worship ; while in other directions
there was indulgence where faithfulness would impose restraint. There
were conflicts -between the Jesuits and the Franciscans, who had followed
them, on many points, with the usual consequences of wasted strength and
impaired example. There was, above all, the crowning fault—they withheld
the Bible from the people. Yet, with all these defects, grave and lamentable
as they are, the Catholic Church rendered no smail service by these
missions. The missionary ardour cooled, the numbers sent to China fell
off, Catholic Christianity has been often assailed by persecution. And yet,
to-day, in China there are a million people in fellowship with the Church
of Rome, while in Cochin China there are half a million more. And these
Catholic converts have a good deal of Christian character, and exert
-a good deal of wholesome influence on their fellow-countrymen. In these
facts there is surely the basis of a cogent argument.

If a Gospel, in which .the brightness of God’s love is obscured and the
simplicity of saving faith confused, could yet win the acceptance and enrich
the lives of multitudes, what may we not hope for, when, with open Bible
and uncorrupted simplicity, we show them the glory of God streaming
through the face of Jesus Christ ?

These welcomes given to imperfect Gospels, tell how mankind everywhere
are waiting for it, and assure us that, if we but carry the saving message
with the proclamation of which we are charged, we shall find in that dark,
sad land, a people prepared for the Lord—many who will hear the voice of
the Son of Man, and hearing will live.
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Joseph Tritton, Esq,
TREASURER OF THE BAPTIST MISSIONARY SOCIETY.
(See Frontispiece.)

E are confident that all friends interested in Christian Missions, will be

thankful to have a portrait of our respected aud beloved Treasurer,

which, without conference with Mr, Tritton, we venture to insert in this
number of the HErALD.

Hymn for New Year’s Day MisSionary
Prayer Meeting.

““ We are the Lord’s.”

ONCE more, our God, before Thy throne,
Thy loving call, with joy, we own;
Confessing, in our grateful song,
Qur lives, our all, to Thee belong.

Him, more in quickening grace reveal,
‘Who died to save, who rose to heal ;
That, moved the more with pitying aim, .
We msay the Prince of Life proclaim.

Far be reproving look or word

From us, Thy servants, gracious Lord,
Because that, thankless or afraid,
Invoked, we came not to Thine aid.

*Tis by Thy sovereign power alone
The mighty host can be o’erthrown;
Yet Thou, the Helper of the weak,
Our help dost condescend to seek.

In confidence of strength Divine,

Saviour, we come—the Cross our sign!
Through the dark world Thy truth to bear,
And in it's promised triumphs share.

JosepH TRITTON.

The Mission at Simla.
By Rev. G. H. Rousg, M.A.

IMLA, it is well known, is the summer residence of the Governor-
} General, and head-quarters of the Indian Government. ‘When the
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Government first migrated there for the hot season, about twenty years
ngo, Mr. Gulzer Shah, who held a post in one of the Government offices,
had to go there with the rest of the officials. In Calcutta he had been
pastor of one of the Bengali churches, and when he had to remove to Simla
he soon looked out for Mission work there. He began to preach in the
streets in the Hindi language, and he also conducted worship in Bengali
for the Bengali Christians who went up with the Government, many of
them being clerks in Government offices. One time, when he was
preaching in the street, Sir John Lawrence, who was then Governor-
General, happened to appear in the distance, walking in the direction in
which he was. The police who were near immediately endeavoured to
drive away the crowd that was listening, and most of them went off,
though some stayed on. When Sir John came to the spot, he called Mr.
Shah over to him, asked who he was and what he was doing, and after
five minutes’ talk went on his way. It may be imagined that after this the
police were much more respectful than they had been before.

Ever since this time Mr. Shah has made Simla the head-quarters of his
Mission work. For some years he had to come.down with his office to
Calcutta for four months in the cold weather, but for the last few years he
has remained permanently at Simla. As he has retired from Government
.service he is now able to give his whole time to the work of the Mission.
A few years ago he purchased land in Simla and built a Mission-house. In
the Himalaya stations the ground is very steep, and many of the houses are
built on the slope. This is the case with the Mission house, a photograph
of which is seen in the lower left-hand corner of the picture. As we go
down from the road, the house appears to be of one storey, but when we
come to it we find that it has three storeys ; this comes from the ground on
which it is built being so steep. The top-storey, which appears prominently
in the picture, is the chapel, with a baptistery in the verandah. Behind it
is a separate building which is used for a school-house. The lower storeys
are occupied by Mr. Shah and his family. In the photograph he appears
in front, and a number of his school-children and others are also seen.
On the top, at the right hand, we see the school-children, with Mr. Shah
standing in front of them. To the left is a group of Punjabi converts,
Sikhs, who were baptized in August, 1884. They are not resident in
Simla, but villagers from the plains, sixty or seventy miles away. Some
plains-people who had come up to Simla to attend fairs or for some other
business, had heard the Gospel, received it in their hearts, and confessed
their faith by baptism. When they went to their homes they told what
they had heard to their fellow-villagers; the result was that some of them
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came up to Simla for instruction and baptism. When they went home
they persuaded others to do the same thing. And thus the work has been
going on for some time. During the last two years, Mr. Shah has probably
baptized not far short of two huadred of these simple villagers. They
come up, remain a week or two, receive inostruction in the elements of
Christian truth, are baptized, and then go back to their homes. It is not
satisfactory that so little instruction can be given them in so short a time,
and yet we do not see how we could refuse baptism to'them when they
profess their faith in Christ, and when we do not see what wrong motive
could induce them to profess what they do not feel. They receive nothing
except their food during their stay, and they go back to their homes to endure
persecution, as men who have become Christians and thus have lost their
caste. It is a serious problem, what can be now done for their systematic
teaching in Christian truth,and for the maintenance of Christian ordinances
among them. '

The centre picture represents a temple on Jakko, the highest part of
Simla. At this temple a number of monkeys are kept, the monkey being a
sacred animal in India, because Hanuman, the monkey-god, is represented
in their sacred books as having helped Rama, one of the incarnations of
Vishnu. It seems somewhat incongruous to find on the most sacred
peak of Simla, part of the Himalayas, the abode of the gods, a temple
covered with corrugated zinc! In another temple, similarly covered, we
also saw a common English umbrella used to shield the idol. And
Juggernaut’s most famous temple in Orissa is, I am informed, lighted with
American kerosene oil !

The conveyance seen in the picture is called a dandy; it is one of the
most common means of conveyance in the Himalayas, which are too steep
for carriage roads, except the oné road which leads up from the plains.
Hence, in going up and down the hills, people have to walk, ride, or travel
in conveyances carried by men. Of late years the Japanese jinrikska has
become common on the hills. Thisisa sort of miniature hooded gig, drawn
by a man instead of a horse.

The picture at the bottom right hand relates not to Simla, but toa
village in the plains, 1,200 miles away from Simla, a few miles from
Calcutta, named Bishtopore. Jonah Sant is an elderly man, who for many
years was an evangelist of the Society, but has now retired. He is
surrounded by his children and grand-children. He is a good man, who
has sought faithfully to serve his Master.
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The Congo Mission.

HE following extracts from recent letters, from the Rev. Harry George
‘Whitley, of Stanley Pool, have been sent us by the kindness of his
father, Thos. Whitley, Esq., of Enfield.

“ How GoD PRESERVED THE MISSION
STATION AT STANLEY PooL.

“Twice lately our premises here
have been seriously threatened by fire.
The dry season being nearly over, the
grass is very high, ten to eighteen
feet, and numerous fires are breaking
out all over the country, and, knowing
that sooner or later fires must come to
our ground, I commenced clearing
the long grass around our houses.

6 g o 0
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is some distance from mine. Part of
the large Balubs camp nearest to my
fence was in flames, and a high wind
was blowing directly on to my house.
I put my people on various houses,
and, as fast as blazing bunches of
grass fell on the roofs or in the yard,
we stamped them out. Owing to the
combustible nature of the huts and
houses, these fires are as brief as they
are fierce; consequently, at the end
of two hours’ very hard work, we were
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‘‘One night about 11.30, I woke up
with that peculiar feeling that there
was ysomething wrong, I listened
intently, and heard another sound
beside that of the wind and the roar
of the falls. I got up and opened the
windows, and immediately saw and
heard a great fire close to us, marching
like a destroying army. In less time
than it takes to write, I was into my
dressing gown and boots only, and
out of the house, starting my boys off
to callup the,work-people, whose house

hot, begrimed with smoke, and greitly
fatigued, but we had conquered, and
not a single building was lost. Indeed,
if one of my houses had gone, I doubt
if I could have saved any. I stayed
to seo the last smouldering embers
in the camp put out, while the fire
raged on past us, and then returned
with & thankful heart to bed, and so
God preserved the whole Mission
Station. Grenfell was up river, and I
was alone.

¢« August 30th. The Administrator,
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General Sir Francis de Winton, came
up on a very fine riding ox, and
vesterday while sitting with me he
mentioned that Bolobo Station was to
be given up by the State, I imme-
diately asked the refusal of their
building there, as it is one of our
proposed sites, and the white man in
charge has built better houses than
are to be found at any other station
on the Haut Congo. I have hopes
of getting it eventually, although
there is one drawback, the people are
very bad and fierce, have twice burnt
down the State settlement, and, as the
place is to be abandoned, it may be
somewhat dangerous for a missionary
to settle alone. However, missioparies
have been protected among worse
people than those at Bolobo, and
doubtless will be protected there also.”

“TEE Bovys AT THE MISSION
STATION.

““The black boys at the Station are
as anxious to learn English as I am to
learn their language, and my boy,
Nkaku, a fine lad of fifteen speaks
English half the time. We teach
English in school, and often, in the
evening, when I am writing three or
four boys will sit down by me, and
put a reading primer at my elbow
that I may write and hear them read
English at the same time. These lads
are very affectionate; a little while
ago I had a slight one-day fever, and
at night I fell into an unquiet sleep.
About two o’clock in the morning I
awoke and found three boys in the
room—these had all been with me
when I had my last bad fever at
Ngombe, They remembered the
treatment, and specially that a watch
was kept night and day; they had
made a fire in my room, two of them
were huddled in their blankets, one
feeding the fire, one stirring a mess of
arrowroot, the other was inside my
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mosquito net bathing my forehead,
and then handed me a plate of arrow-
root blancmange which he had
made without any orders. In the
morning all the boys flocked to the
door of my house, but kept very quiet
until they saw that I was awake, and
then the first words were. ‘Good
morning, master. Are you better ?’

‘ Nkaku, my boy, is now summoned
home, on account of his mother's
sickness, and if Mr. T. J. Comber does
not object I intend to take
Kidima, who is supposed to be his lad.
He is an older boy than mine, very
clever, and emphatically a good boy.
He is entrusted with the keys of the
store. A Young Women’s Bible-
Class in Bristol, has written to me
asking to support a boy for me for a
year, and as I, like the rest, have
three boys at my own - charges, I
gladly accepted the offer, they propose
to raise £3 per year. I would
willingly take charge of twelve others
if friends in England would help; two
shillings per week is not a very large
sum per boy. The ice machine,
though not quite successful is a source
of great wonder, while words cannot
describe the effect produced by the
galvanic battery. It not only gives
amusement but does good medical
work. I have restored muscular
action to & man troubled with ele-
phantiasis, and in a few days hope to
complete the cure of John Greenhough,
the boy who accompanied Mr. Dixon
to England, and who has been lame
since his return to Africa. I have
also cured a child of the horrible
sleepsickness, of which I saw so much
in Gaboon ; this is the most useful of
all my instruments.*

“Tt has been hardforusduring these
past months, as one after another has

* Maw, Son, & Thompson, Aldersgate-street ;
£2 128, 6d. with Chemicals, complete.
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been called away. We do not lose
faith, but keenly feel these losses. It
is not so much the courage which is
tried ; but when we hear of reinforce-
ments, it is with the glad thought
that we shall be enabled to press on
and forward in our work; and then
our bright hopes are dashed to the
ground, and we not only mourn those
who have gone, but ask ourselves,

By the last Congo mail, the Rev.
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‘What does God mean us todo? Are
we attempting too much ? Now, when
we hear of fresh men coming out, it is
with a sensation of fear, for you must
see that the majority of those who
have gone on before were new men.
Btill we will hope on as well as pray,
and will do our duty under all circum-
stances,”

T, JsComber reports, “ All well”” :

Mr. Davies was at San Salvador, Mr. Maynard at Underhill, Mr.
Richards at Bayneston, and Messrs. Briggs and Percy Comber at Stanley

Pool.

Notes from North China.
HE Rev. Alfred G. Jones sends the following notes from Tsing Chu

Fu:—

SIMILES.

Some months ago I was at one of
our stations, and, in some way or other
between the services, we all got to
conversing about that much talked-of
matter, persecution ; and, after having
said a good deal, I made some such
remark ag this, addressing myself to
the main speaker :—

‘‘Don’t you think, Wang-Tai-Ping,
that you or anyone else can be a
Christian without persecution? Never?
And particularly in the beginning of
things, the leaders and fathers of a
church must be men chosen amid
trouble, so as to leave a name to all
after them. Moreover, in the very
nature of things, it is impossible that
the world can like you because your
aims and principles are different from
theirs. It is just as Christ said in the
third and fifteenth of John.”

‘“Yes,” he broke in, ‘‘I see that.
They don't want light shed on their
deeds; very much as if a thief was
silently working a hole through the
mud wall of someone’s house by night,

and he saw me coming along with a
lantern that shed light on his deeds—
it is not very likely he would relish
my coming or my light.”

“ Precisely s0,” I said. * They will
dislike you on this ground alone to
the end, and no policy whatever can
do more than mitigate the matter.”

““Yes,” he added, ‘I see; just the
same as if you had a wolf and a sheep
here. You might beat that wolf for
ever to keep him from tearing the
sheep, but just so long as he was a
wolf he would want to go at that sheep
to tear it.”

““You have it now,” I said to him.
* Don’t you expect that they will ever
let you alone.”

A GRoUP oF CHRISTIAN WOMEN.

Last month, coming home on Monday
from the station I had been to on
Sunday, I made a detour of a mile or
two to see a Christian family I had not
visited since I came back.

I knocked, and a child came. Ie
called his mother, and she asked me
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in. The old vouple I had come to see
were out, but were sent for, First
came the wife, 8 woman of over sixty.
¢« Oh, pastor,” she said, ‘I amso glad
to see you! I heard you had come
back. You promised to come to one
of the prayer-meetings, and Mr.
Whitewright came instead of you. He
said you could not come ;" and then
she began the recount of all that was
uppermost in her mind.

“How good the Heavenly Father
has been to you in bringing you safe
back from England. Oh, what a hard-
hearted people we arahere ! How little
the people here realise the pains taken
to send the heavenly doctrine to them !
I exhort the people around me here to
repent and believe the truth, that they
may be saved ; but they sneer at me,
and ask me : ‘ Will your pastor support
us if we become Christians,” ‘No,’ I
say. ‘Who supports the pastors—the
missionaries ° Why, God does, of
course, and God will support you.
God s supporting you (that is, the
people she was exhorting) now, and
much more will God support you then.’
Ab!” she continued, ‘“they don’t
know the Scriptures, the precious
Scriptures, and they won’t believe me.
But,” she said, ‘‘I read these Scrip-
tures morning end night. Icouldnot
get on without them., I am always
exhorting our Christian women to read
the Scriptures. No one can be strong
in the faith that does not read them.
It can’t be.” And so she went on for
about a quarter of an hour, meantime
sending out for this one and that one
to come and see and me.

During this discourse her husband
had come in and sat by, more a man
of action than of words, and so not
seying much.

Then she ran off into a peroration
about the self-denial of the people who
gave their daughters to go off and be
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missionaries’ wives, and how little that
was appreociated ; and here a strain of
sadness came into my heart, for I knew
her words were far truer than she
thought. The fact is the good woman
left me little room to say anything;
and had I not known her, and that
she was speaking from the fulness of
her heart, I should have thought her
a trouble. As it was, such an idea
never entered my head. She was a
real case. She had the New Testament
at her fingers’ end, also very much of
the Old. She had a numerous and
growing flock of followers. When I
went in, utterly unexpectedly, I found
a Testament lying open on the table
well-thumbed, also a hymn-book,
which the child was reading. He, too,
washad upand made to repeat and then
tosinghymns. Itdoes one good to meet
these people, to feel their heartiness,
and to appreciate the reality of the
relationship in the great family of the
saints on earth.

You will, however, hardly expect
to find me ssying what I saw there.
I felt highly amused at it. This good
womsn had got somewhere one page
from either the Lady’s Piclorial or
some other paper, and this was a
fashion sheet drawn in woodcut, with
the newest modes, and among the
pumber & bride. Not content with
this, she had seen best to have it
coloured after her own ideas, and what
was the result? The bride had a
cherry-coloured bonnet on her, &
yellow bodice, and a grey skirt. This
was the one indication that this old
womsn had a connection with Euro-
peans—a leaf of a fashion paper. What
my thoughts were you will imagine.

THE SERPENT IN THE CHURCH AND
IN THE WORLD.

Some time ago one of our men was
gent down to a country village about
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the persecution of the Christians. They
had suffered considerably, and after a
long time tardy justice was procured
for them, the county magistratehaving
issued a proclamation to the effect that
Christianity was to be tolerated.

But the ‘“issuing’’ of a proclama-
tion and its being ‘‘ posted” are very
different things in China, where local
villiany often does its best to defeat the
execution of what good officials in the
cities intend ; so, in this case, after the
official had done his part, a man was
gent to see if the local policeman had
done his.

Arrived at the village be told his
mission to the leading Christians, and
learned from them that, as yet, the
proclamation had not made its appear-
ance in public. They had reason to
believe it had come down from the
city, but they were afraid to ask about
it.

“Well,” he said, ‘I must go and
see about it. Where is the local
policeman ?

““Oh,” said they, ‘“you had better
mind yourself. Heis a rough customer,
and keeps a shop in the village.”

““ All right. Show me the shop at
any rate; "’ and so, accompanied by a
Christian, he went till he came in sight
of the shop, and then, having it
pointed out to him, his guide ske-
daddled to the rear.

Went in]; found only a child in the
shop, but, hearing voices in the back-
yard, asked if the master was there.
The child said * Yes.”

Going through to the back he saw,
not a few, but several men talking;
and not knowing who to address, felt
staggered at the position he had put
himsgelf into.

‘““Where is his worship the local
policeman ?” he said, addressing him-
self generally to all. Ithad its effect.
Flattered beyond endurance at this
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politeness, the policeman, who was
sitting on a millstone, started up, and,
declaring himself unworthy of such a
title to the last degree, askdd what he
was wanted for.

“I have been sent down from the
Prefectural City to see if the procla-
mation about Christianity was issued.”

““Oh, yes ; it’s all right,” he replied.

¢“But, then, how am I to know
that ?” said the other.

‘““Why, his Excellency issued it,”
was the reply.

<“Oh, indeed, but where 75 it

‘It came down here.”

“But then no one kmows of it.”

“Oh, it is here, you need not doubt
that.”

“But what do you mean by here ?”

¢ Well, I mean here—with me.”

“If so, I'd like to see it ?”’

« All right, I will get it for you and
show it to you ; ”” and so saying, the
policeman went into the shop, the
Christian following.

After considerable rooting and
fumbling among his wares on the top
shelves of the shop, he found a roll of
paper, which he handed down as the
proclamation.

‘“Well,” said our man, ¢ is this the
way you treat his Excellency’s procla-
mations P "’

*Oh,” said the policeman, *“I had
no orders wken to post it.”

‘At any rate, the magistrate didn’t
order you to roll it up in your shop,
did he 2

““Idon't know. Postedin theshop
it would be safer than outside,wouldn’t
it

‘““Well, that's your affair; but I
fancy that if it gets out that you put
it among your goods it won't look well.
The magistrate didn’t give it to you
to sell or make anything out of, did
he?”

< Elderbrother,” said the policeman
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“my duty is to exert myself to the
utmost of my strength in serving your
honourable church. Here is the
proclamation to read.”

“Not to read,” said the man, “but
to post. Now, let me see the date of
it—19th of last month, and to-day is
the 15th of this month—just twenty-
six days you have had it here kicking
about in your shop. That’s & nice way
of treating the KEmperor's decrees.
Come, & truce to this. Post it at
once.”

“ Assuredly. I will have it out
before night. I will get a mat and
paste it on the mat, and put it out by
day, and take it in by night. I will
do everything in my power to oblige
you; and if there is anything farther
needed let me know, and I shall attend
to all your orders most exactly.”

The proclamation appeared the next
dey, but merely stuck by the bare edges
to the wall outside. That is a specimen
of the course of justice in Chinese
villages generally.

THE BELF-SATISFIED AND THE
SOBBOWFUL.

I was visiting a station one Sunday
where the little congregation was one
mostly consisting of women.

In the foremoon, befor- woiship, I
heard them repeat their books; and
particularly noticed two women before
I began, one of whom was extremely
talkative, and, I thought, most high
and mighty in her ways, telling very
loudly of her achievements ; the other
seemed very sad. For some time this
talkative woman, who sat near ‘me,
engaged me in a very considerable
conversation, telling me all her doings
for the cause of God; but at last I
began to hear the books, and com-
menced by asking her to let me hear
her say the Lord’s Prayer. ¢ Our
Father which art in heaven’ was
about all she knew well of it; and
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though I tried her up and down, I
could make nothing out of her exact
attainments in religious knowledge
and literature, adding another to the
long string that increases one’s sus-
picions of the talkative and self-con-
fident.

After catechising them, and holding
service in the interval before afternoon
worship, this sorrowful-looking woman
came over near me, and said :

‘‘ Pastor, I have something to say
to you.”

“Say on,” I answered ; and, with
tears in her eyes, she began to tell me
as follows:—

“Some time ago my daughter—my
young daughter —was married to the
son of well-to-do parents. She was
not long married when her husband
died—at nineteen.” Here she broke
down, but shortly added, ‘ And my
daughter is seventeen;” and then
stopped again.

¢ And what more ?” I said.

‘““Well,” she replied, ‘ her people-
in-law won't give her up.”

‘““ Won’t give her up,” I exclaimed—
““won’t let her back to you?”

“No,” she said; ‘‘they won't let
her back.”

‘“Have you asked them ?”

“Yes; have implored them. We
gave our daughter to them for their
son because they were well-off, and
now—”

““Now what?” I inquired, after
the woman ceased weeping; and the
answer was—

‘““Now they want to see how they
can make money by her ,” using
an expression that meant the intention
of no ordinary degree of villainy.

That, Christian reader, will give
you an idea of some of the evils of
heathenism, and how they bear on the
awakened and quickened feelings of a
mother’s heart in these the first begin-
nings of Christianity here.
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Chittagong Chapel.

N a rccent number of the Mrsstonary Herarnp there was a short
notice of our Mission at Chittagong, on the eastern side of the
Bay of Bengal. The picture now presented shows the chapel there, which

Clvanl vx

oS

CHITTAGONA CHAPEL.—(From « Photograph.)

has been built about four years. It is very neat-looking and comfortable.
It was put up by the aid of money collected by Mr. D’'Cruz, who for five or
six years has been stationed there. It is used both for English and for
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Bengali service.  When Mr. Edwards and I were there in January, 1885,
we got the chapel nearly filled with cducated natives, to whom we spoke in
English, and they listened very attentively. It is getting to be more and
more casy to reach people in India through the medium of English, For
come years open-air preaching in Englisl, addressed to the natives, has
been carried on in Calcutta, Of course, the great bulk of the people
cannot understand English, but the number of those who are sufficiently
educated to do so is growing year by year. G. H. Rovusk.

Decease of the Rev. Charles Kirtland.

ITH feelings of the deepest sorrow, we record the sudden decease
of the Rev. Charles Kirtland, of New Wandsworth, on Thursday,
the 10th ultimo, in the seventy-fourth year of his age.

For many years Mr. Kirtland was a member of the Executive Committee
of the Society, and in April last, by the unanimous vote of the Annual
General Members’ Meeting, he was elected an honorary member of the
Committee, in grateful recognition of long-continued and valuable services
to the Society. Suddenly summoned to his rest and reward, full of
honours and good works, he has left behind him a memory that will not
soon die, and an example of faithful, unobtrusive devotion to Christ’s
service that calls for thankfulness and joy.

Very earnestly would we commend his sorrow-stricken wife and f&mily
to the prayers and sympathy of the Churches.

‘We hope next month to furnish our readers with the resolution of the
Committee, relative to our beloved brother.

The Lord Loveth a Cheerful Giver.

XNCE again, in grateful remembrance of the great goodness of our Heavenly
Father during all the months of another year now past, we have to record
the following gifts of His children :—

Two gold pins, for the Congo Mission, from “T. H. G., Reading.”
£5 from Mr. Wm. Davies, of Toronto, Canada, who feels he ¢ could pray for the
guccess of the Congo Mission if he had some real pecuniary interest in the work.”
A gold ring, for the Conge Mission, from Vernon Square Chapel, per Young
Men’s Missionary Association. One hundred garments, for Miss Thomas, of
Cameroons, and a supply of girls’ fitted work-boxes, from Miss L. E. Starling’s
Bille-class, Sutton, Surrey. A eilver bracelet, for the Congo Mission, from
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“Milly,” of Crouch Hill Mission Baptist Chapel, per Rev. W. H. Bantry. A
parcel of work, for the Congo Mission, from “A Widow,” per Dr.
McLaren, of Manchester. A box of small articles of jewellery, from “A
Governess,” for the China Mission. A gold pin, for the Indian Mission,
from “A Coachman,” who reads the MissioNaARY HERALD with incrensing
delight, and thinks “it is the most deeply-interesting book, next to the Bible, he
has ever seen.” The Junior Missionary Working Party connected with King’s
Road Chapel, Reading, part proceeds of sale of work, £83 for China Mission, per
Mr. 8. J. Collier. A silver spoon from “ A Poor Widow,” and a small silver
chain from “ A Schoolgirl,” for the Congo Mission. Also the following generous
contributions :—A Friend, for Congo, £100 ; Mr. W. Johnson, Cambridge, £100 ;
Miss Harris, Barnstaple, for Congo, £60 ; A Friend, per Rev. E. Medley, B.A.,
for Evangelist in Rome (for five years), £25 ; Mr. E. W, Davies, per Bankers,
£10; A. M. C,, for Congo, £10 ; Mr. J. Thomas, Newcastle Emlyn, £10; Mr
D. J. Thomas, Newcastle Emlyn, £10; J. and J. F., £10

Indian Blacksmith Shoeing a Horse.

CCORDING to Hindu custom, different castes or classes of people
have each their own trade. This goes on from generation to
generation, so that a blacksmith's son is always a _blacksmith. It
extends also to the matter of marriage, so that a blacksmith’s daughter will
always be married to a blacksmith, and so on.

Recent Jndelligence.

The Rev. Ssmuel J. Jomes, of Oswaldtwistle, Lancashire, formerly of
Brighton Grove College, Manchester, has been selected by the Mission Com-
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mittee for the vacant pastorate at Dinapore. On Thursday evening, December
10th, a largely attended farewell meeting was held in New Lane Chapel,
Oswaldtwistle, presided over by Mr. Aldermen James Barlow, J.P.; the Reve.
Charles Williams, 8. J. Jones, and J. Ney, and Mr. A. H. Baynes, the General
Secretary of the Missionary Society, taking part in the proceedings.

Mr. and Mrs. Jones left Liverpool for India, on the !3th ultimo, in the
s.s. City of Venice.

The Freeman, referring to this appointment, says :—

“We understend that Mr. Jones, of Oswaldtwistle, near Accrington, has
accepted an invitation, through the Baptist Missionary Society, to the pastorate
of the English church in Dinapore, British India. It is difficult to estimate
the value of a Christian church in & heathen land. As a light shining in a
dark place, as a cenire of varied and manifold evangelistic efforts, as & witness
to the truth of the Gospel, and an embodiment of its power, such a society is
an invaluable missionary agency. In the present instence, the church has a
waorthy record, and is in full sympathy with aggressive work. The Baptists of
Dinapore did wisely in asking the Missionary Society to select a minister for
them, and the choice could not have fallen on a better man than the Rev. 8. J.
Jones. Mr. Jones was a student in the Brighton Grove College, Manchester,
and stands high in the good opinion of his tutors. For many reasons we
regret the brevity of the term of Mr. Jones's ministry at Oswaldtwistle. He
held the office for some three months only. During the time the congregation
considerably increased, and the pulpit ministrations of Mr. Jones met with
exceptional, and the most cordial, appreciation. Few pastors have begun their
labours with brighter prospects or greater promise of usefulness. But, un-
happily, the nmeighbourhood proved unfavourable to his health, and he was
advised to remove. TUnder these circumstances, he carried out a long-cherished
desire to serve the Saviour in India, and accepted the call to Dinapore. Mr.
Jones set sail last Tuesday. He goes out with the resolve to do a good worl,
and, knowing something of his ability and consecration, we are confident that
he will render efficient service to the Dinapore Church, and not less, when he
has mastered the language ‘understanded of the people,” to the teeming
thousands of heathen by whom he will be surrounded. We wish the Dinapore
friends end Mr. Jones much enjoyment in their Christian fellowship, and no
less success in their united endeavours to extend the Redeemer's Kingdom.”

With a view to secure thoroughly efficient medical and surgical treatment for
the brethren of the Congo Mission, the Committee of the Socicty have resolved
to appoint and send out, at the eailiest practicable date, two or three fully
qualified and well-equiped medical men, for a limited term of service, under
certain special and well-defined conditions; such professional men being of
course Christians, in full sympathy with Christian missions, and ready, to the
full extent of their opportunity, to engage in mission work. Further details
can be gecured on application to Mr. A. H. Baynes, at the Mission House.

The Committee have recently decided to eppoint an additional missionary for
work in Ceylon. They will be glad to hear of some suitable brother for this
deeply interesting ficld of labour, where the proepects are just now so encourag-
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ing, and the fields so white to harvest. The Committee feel that—in the words
of an old resident in Ceylon—what is wanted is ‘“a God-sent man, full of
sympathy, and with a passion for Mission work ; one who lives and preaches
the old Gospel a8 the only mmessage that can meet the need of sin-stricken souls;
and who is genial in temper and hopeful in spirit.”

It may be added also, that his age should not exceed twenty-six, he should be
unmarried, and of good comstitution. A little previous experience in the Home
Ministry would also be a good additional advantage.

‘We record with feelings of the deepest ‘sorrow, the death of Mrs. Thomas
Lewis (late Miss Phillips, of Haverfordwest), at Bethel Station, Cameroons,
West Africa, on Tuesday, October 20th, from a violent attack of coast fever,
after only three weeks of wedded life.

‘We commend most earnestly to the sympathy and prayers of our readers
* the sorrow-stricken husband and bereaved relatives.

In view of the broken stete of Mr. Lewis’s health, and the urgent need for
rest and change, the Committee have requested the Rev. J. J. and Mrs. Fuller
to arrange for an jmmediate return to Cameroons, in order to relieve Mr. Lewis
of the management of the work there, and set him free for speedy return home.

In accordence with this request, Mr. and Mrs. Fuller will, all being well, leave
Liverpool for the West Coast by the African mail s.s. Gaboon, on Wednesday, the
13th of the month current.

On Tuesday evening, the 12th inst, a farewell service will be held in Man-
chester to take leave of the Rev. J. J. and Mrs. Fuller, returning to Cameroons,
and of Messrs. Weeks, Silvey, and Serivener, proceeding to the Congn. The Rev.
Alexander McLaren, D.D., will address the departing brethren, and Mr. A. H.
Baynes and others will take part in the service.

The missionaries will leave Liverpool on the following day for Africa..

The Rev. Thomas Evans, late of Monghyr, having been forbidden by his
medical advisers from continuing his evangelistic labours in the plains in con-
sequence of the broken state of his health, has accepted the invitation of the
Baptist church at Ootacamund, South India, to become joint pastor with onr
veteran brother, the Rev. George Pearce.

We are glad to report the safe arrival at Ootacamnnd of Mr. and Mrs. Evans
and their family, and to learn that he has commenced work with very cheumcf
prospects of blessing and success.

Youxe MEN'S MISSIONARY AssocIatioN.—A very successful conference was
held in the Mission House Library, on December 15th, under the presidency of the
Rev. J. R. Wood, of Holloway, when the Rev. G. H. Rouse, M.A, LL.B, of
Calcutta, gave an address on “India,” which was full of interest, mforma.non,
and encouragement. The secretary of the association hopes that all delegates will
attend the next meeting, on January 19th.
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We are glad to know that the new lectures on the “ Congo ” and * Indis,” by
Mr. Holliday, are being delivered in various parts of London with much success.
As the scason is fast advancing, early application should be made for vacant dates.

VERNON-SQUARE CHAPEL, Loxpox.—The annual missionary meeting of the
young men connected with this chapel was held on December 12th, when the Rev.
C. B. Sawday presided, and the Rev. W. A. Wills, of China, who was dressed in
his Chinese costume, gave an interesting account of mission work in that country
An encouraging report was read by Mr. Tizard, and a gold ring for the Congo
Mission, and a cheque for six months’ subscriptions, amounting to £20, for the
parent Society, were then handed to Mr. Holliday, who warmly thanked the sub-
scribers for their increased interest in, and support of, the Baptist Missionary
Society.

DEVONSHIRE-SQUARE CHAPEL, STOKE NEWINGTON.—A crowded audience,
largely composed of young men, met here on December 4th to hear the new mis-
sionary lecture on “ India” by Mr. Holliday. The views, which were exceptionally
good, gave the greatest satisfaction, and the meeting was one of the most successful
ever held.

Mrs, Wall, of Rome, desires to express her best thanks to friends in England
and Scotland who have so kindly provided her with garments for her poor people
at their Christmas treat ; also, for useful and fancy articles for her annual sale.

‘We are thankful to announce the safe arrival in Agra, in good health, of the
Rev. Daniel and Mrs. Jones, after a very speedy and comfortahle voyage.

The s.s. Navarino has safely reached Calcutta, Mr. and Mrs. Spurgeon
are now settled at Burisal ; Mr. Martin, at Allahabad ; Mr. Stephen Thomas, at
Delhi ; Mr. Tregellus, at Barisal ; and the Rev. W. H. James, at Serampore.

The Rev. W. A. and Mrs. Wills will leave London for China on the 13th instant,
and Mr. and Mrs. Crudgington for India on the same date.

Mr. Wills will at first be stationed at Chefoo, and subsequently at Tsing Chu
Fu ; and Mr. Crudgington at Delhi, N.W.P.

Contributions
From 16th November to 15th December, 1885,

When contributions are given for special objects, they are denoted as follows :—The letter T'is
placed before the sum when it is intended for Translations; 8, for Sckools; N P, for Native
Preachers; W & O, for Widows and Orphans.

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS. [0 - R 2 2 Mumﬂﬁ' Mrs, Devizes 1 0 0
T

0
. Davies, Mr E. W, ...... 10 0 0| Pease, Mrs M. H., Dar-
Barnett, Mr T,............ 010 0 Goodridge, Mr R, ...... 014 0 lington 0
Bemnett, MrE... . .... 1 1 0| Bickman, Mrs ........... 8§ 0 0| Poole, Mr Sydney F....
Blackwell, Mr, J. Jun, 1 1 0 ‘ Holroyd, Mrs,for Italy 6 0 0| Room, Mrs.................. 210
Do., for Congo......... 1 0 0 Keynes, MrJ.N.,/M.A. 1 1 O!Tritton,MrJ.(monthly) 1210 0
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TO SUBSCRIBERS.

It s requestsd that all remitfances of contributions be sent to ALFRED
HENRY BAYNES, Secretary, Mission House, 19, Furnival Street, E.C:, and

payable to his order;

also that if any portion of the gifts are designed

for a specific oly'e:d, Jull particulars of the place and purpose may be given,

Cheques should be crossed Messrs, BARCLAY, BEvAN, TRITTON, & Co., and Post-
office Orders made payable at the General Post O ffice. '

Londcn : ALEXANDER & SHEPHFARD, Printers, 27, Chancery Lane, W.C.





