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SKETCH OF THE HISTORY OF THE BAPTIST MISSIONARY
SOCIETY.

FroMm 1792 10 1867.

OcToBER 2nd, 1792, was the memorable day on which the Baptist Missionary
Society was formed. It took place at Kettering, Northamptonshire, after
the services of the Association were concluded, in the house of Mrs. Beeby
‘Wallis, the widow of a deacon whose ancestor had been the instrument, in
the hands of God, of establishing the Baptist Church in that town a century
before. The ministers were twelve in number, who on that occasion with-
drew together to discuss the plan which, in obedience to a resolution of the
Association at the Nottingham meeting in the spring, had been prepared.
With perfect unanimity, after prolonged and prayerful deliberation, the
ministers embodied their scheme in seven resolutions, and supplemented it
with an immediate contribution of £13 2s. 6d. Among the names of the
twelve founders of the Mission stand conspicuous those of William Carey,
John Ryland, John Sutcliffe, Samuel Pearce, Reynold Hogg as Treasurer
and Andrew Fuller as Secretary. A Committee of five (to which Mr. Pearce
was subsequently added) was named, and William Carey immediately offered
to embark for any country that the Committee might select.

The subject of a Mission to the heathen was not then broached among the
ministers of the Northamptonshire Association for the first time. Although
the Society was formally founded at this gathering, its origin was of earlier
date. ‘The origin of this Society,” says Mr. Fuller, * will be found in the
workings of our brother Carey’s mind, which, for the last nine or ten years,
has been directed to this object with very little intermission. His heart
appears to have been set upon the conversion of the heathen, beforehe came
to reside at Moulton, an. 1786.” As early as 1784, the Association had
urged upon the churches a monthly meeting specially devoted to prayer for
the revival and spread of religion. Mr. Fountain, writing from Bengal in
1796, refers to its blessed effects :—I, for several years, beheld a pleasing
revival in England, granted in.answer to prayer; and I bless God that before
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T left it, T beheld all denominations stirred up to promote the common cause
of Christ” The Missionary spirit thus evoked was quickened by the pub-
lication of Carey’s “ Inquiry into the Obligation of Christians to use means
for the Conversion of the Heathen,” by the admirable sermons which had
been preached by Fuller, Sutcliffe, and Carey, at the meetings of the Asso-
ciation, and by the manifest inconsistency of prayer without corresponding
action. It was at Nottingham, in the spring of the year 1792, that Carey
preached that “very animating discourse from Isaiah liv. 2, in which he
pressed two things in particular—viz. (1) That we should exzpect great things;
(2) That we should atfempt great things.” Memorable words, which
henceforward became the stirring and appropriate motto of the Society. An
immediate resolution to proceed was taken, and Carey saw his ardent desire
bursting into flower.

The state of the world loudly summoned the Church of Christ to
Missionary work. According to the most authentic statements within his
reach, Mr. Carey showed that of the seven hundred and thirty-one millions
of inhabitants the world contained, forty-four millions only were Protestants.
Four hundred and twenty millions, he said, were in pagan darkness, and a
hundred and thirty millions were the followers of the false prophet,
Mohammed. These millions had no means of knowing the true God,
“ except what are afforded them by the works of nature.” They were utterly
destitute of the knowledge of Christ, or of any means of obtaining it. In
many countries there was no written language, and consequently no Bible.
Childish, not to say barbarous and sanguinary, customs and traditions pre-
vailed in many lands. Even where a literature existed, the Word of God
formed no part of the store. Christendom itself required a new Reformation.
“The face of most Christian countries,” said Carey, ¢ presents a dreadful
scene of ignorance, hypocrisy, and profligacy.”

It may be interesting here to note the objections to the Missionary
enterprise which presented themselves to these men of God, and which called
forth from Mr. Carey an elaborate reply. “The impediments in the way of
carrying the Gospel among the heathen,” said Carey, “ must arise, I think,
from one or other of the following things :—either their distance from us,
their barbarous and savage manner of living, the danger of being killed by
them, the difficulty of procuring the necessaries of life, or the unintelligible-
ness of their language.” All these difficulties, he was assured, could be—as,
indeed, they have been—surmounted. It was not anticipated tl{at. the
greatest trials of the Missionary life would come from nominal Christians,
from men whose lives, in the presence of the heathen, are unworthy of the
Gospel. It was not supposed that governments, conducted professedly by
Christian men, would be anxious to protect the people they governed from
the purifying and elevati:g influences of the Word of God. But “none of
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these things ” moved the resolution of the heroic man, who was not enly the
first to recognize the perils of the task, but was himself ready to encounter
them. Mr. Carey found in Mr. John Thomas a colleague who had already
pioneered the way ; and on the 13th of June, 1793, the first two Missionaries
of the Society sailed in a Danish Indiaman for Bengal.

¢ After their departure,” says Mr. Fuller, ¢ we had time for reflection. In
reviewing the events of a few preceding months we were much impressed.
‘We could scarcely believe that such a number of impediments had, in so
short a time, been removed. The fear and trembling which had possessed
us at the outset, had insensibly given way to hope and joy. TUpborne by
the magnitude of the object, and by the encouraging promises of God, we had
found difficulties subside as we approached them, and ways opened beyond
all our expectations. A new bond of union was furnished between distant
ministers and churches. Some who had backslidden from God were restored,
and others who had long been poring over their unfruitfulness, and question-
ing the reality of their personal religion, having their attention directed to
Christ and His kingdom, lost their fears, and found that peace which in other
pursuits they had sought in vain. Christians of other denominations dis.
covered a common bond of affection ; and instead of always dwelling on things
wherein they differed, found their account in uniting in those wherein they
agreed. In short, our hearts were enlarged ; and if no other good had arisen
from the undertaking than the effect produced on our own minds, and the
minds of Christians in our own country, it were more than equal to the ex-
pense.”

Such was the origin of the Society, and such were the feelings which
stirred the hearts of the eminent men who began the work. Let us now
briefly review, in three successive periods of a quarter of a century each, what,
through the blessing of God, has been accomplished.

TeeE First TWENTY-FIVE YEARS.

At the end of the first twenty-five years of the Society’s labours, the
parent station at Serampore, in Bengal, had branched out into numerous
off-shoots. Carey and his companion landed in Calcutta in 1794, and im-
mediately, by preaching and translations, began to unfold their message of
peace. But their first years were passed amidst many trials, and it wag not
till the year 1799 that they found a settled home at Serampore, under the
protection of the Danish crown. Mr. Fountain joined these primary labourers
in 1796, and in 1799 Mr. Ward, Mr. Brunsdon, Mr. Grant, and Dr.
Marshman, were added to their number. Fountain and Brunsdon were
soon called away to their reward on high. Mr. Thomas only just lived to see

the firstlings of the flock gathered into the fold of Christ, and the New Tes-
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tament completed in translation,and then, as in an excess of Jjoy, his epirit fled
to the Saviour he so ardently loved. But year after year others conscerated
themselves to the service of Christ, until, in 1817, not less than twenty-six
brethren had gone from England; and thirteen others, raised up in India,
had given themselves to the service of Christ. Death laid several low; a
few were soon withdrawn from the field ; but in 1817 there remaincd nine-
teen actively pursuing their evangelistic task. Twenty-eight natives and
East Indians had been raised up to assist them, filling important spheres of
usefulness in various parts of the vast continent. The stations in Hindustan
were twenty in number, extending from Orissa to Sirdhana in the North
West. Bombay and Surat, in Southern India, were also occupied ; and the
cities of Rangoon and Ava, in Burmah; with Java and Amboyna, in the
Archipelago, and the Island of Ceylon, received the messengers of Christ.

Shortly after the commencement of the Society’s existence, an attempt
was made to commence a Mission in Sierra Leone. It soon failed, through
the retirement of the two missionaries employed, but not without leaving
behind traces of God’s blessing, which remain to this day. A few years
later the sympathies of the churches in this country were actively drawn to
the Island of Jamaica. For some years correspondence had disclosed the
existence, in the island, of a work of grace among the slaves, which owed
its origin to the feeble instrumentality of some pious freedmen from America,
At length Mr. John Rowe was selected, in answer to the urgent entreaties
of the aged disciple, Moses Baker, for help. He entered on the work
in the year 1813. Mr. Rowe died, however, in 1816, and on Mr.
Coultart’s arrival in the following year, he found himself almost alone.

No records exist sufficiently accurate to inform us of the number of persons
baptized during this quarter of a century. The Serampore brethren roughly
estimate the number of baptized converts in India at upwards of five hun-
dred; while in the West Indies and Africa there had been admitted to the
ordinances of the Gospel, some two hundred more. Over a few of the
churches which had been formed, native pastors were ordained ; but events
were adverse to the establishment of self-supporting and self-governing
communities.

The translation of God’s Word into the languages of the East, began .by
Dr. Carey on board ship, on his way to Bengal, had been carried on with
great success. On the 16th May, 1800, the first sheet of the New Testame.nt,
in the language of Bengal, was pub to press. It was the work of nine
months to bring it to completion. The Old Testament was then taken 1n
hand. On the last Monday of June, 1809, Dr. Carey finished the transla-
tion of the entire Bible, and in the last week of September the ﬁna} sheet
came from the printers’ hands. The devout wish of our first missionary,
Mr. Thomas, uttered thirteen years before, was accomplished, and the
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precious volume of Divine revelation was, for the first time, opened to the
idol-worshippers of Bengal.

‘With assiduous, all-conquering toil, Dr. Carey laboured to supply the
myriads of Hindustan with the Word of God. His colleague, Dr. Marshman,
devoted his energies to the Chinese ; both were assisted by an able staff of
pundits, and others acquainted with Eastern tongues. By the year 1816
the whole of the Scriptures had been published in two of the Indian tongues ;
the New Testament, the Pentateuch, and the historical books, in four; the
New Testament and the Pentateuch in five; the New Testament alone
in six; four of the Gospels in eight, and three of them in twelve. The
Missionaries add, that for twelve other languages the types were prepared,
and the gospel of Matthew in the press. Of these versions, not fewer than
forty-seven thousand copies had left the press by the end of the year 1817.
This great result does not, however, fully show the extent of the labours of
these devoted servants of Christ, in this department of Christian toil.
Several translations were printed for other Christian bodies, as, for example—
the Malay New Testament for the Bible Society of Caleutta; the Hindustani
for the Rev. H. Martyn; also the Singhalese, Tamul, and Javanese New
Testament Scriptures for the Bible Societies of Ceylon and Southern India.

Nor must we omit to mention other works which issued from the Seram-
pore press, such as grammars and dictionaries, in one or the other of the
Bengali, Mahratta, Punjabi, Sikh, Cashmire, and Sanscrit languages; also
translations of the great epic poem of India, the “ Ramayun,” by Dr. Carey ;
the works of Confucius, and a key to the Chinese language, by Dr. Marsh-
man ; and the very valuable account, by Mr. Ward, of the writings, religion,
and manners of the Hindus.

This review of the first quarter of a century of labour cannot be closed
without a brief reference to the numerous schools which had been established.
They existed at almost every station, and contained upwards of one thousand
children. “May it not be hoped,” says Dr. Carey, “that in time this
system of education will sap the bulwark of heathenism, and introduce a
change which will be highly important in its consequences to the people of
the East.” This anticipation is in process of rapid fulfilment, and to the
Serampore Missionaries is largely due the inauguration of that era of en-
lightenment and change, which schools are producing in Hindustan.

It was during this period that the great battle with the power of the East
India Company was fought. Through the blessing of God on the sagacious
counsels of Fuller, the parliamentary eloquence of Wilberforce, and the
support of their coadjutors in every section of the Christian Church, an
entrance for the Gospel into India was nobly won. It was the last of the
great services which Andrew Fuller rendered to his generation. In May,
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1815, he entered on his rest, worn out with toil, to rejoin his beloved friends,
Pearce and Suteliffe, with whom he had been so closely united in the
formation of the Society, and the conduct of its affairs.

THE SecoND TWENTY-FIVE YEARS.

The Jubilee of the Mission was celebrated at Kettering, in the month of
October, 1842, by services of the deepest interest. Looking back over the
fifty years of the Society’s existence, the Committee could affirm that if the
Society’s labours had been abundant, so also had been the perils through
which it had passed from adversaries abroad, and from financial embarrass-
ments at home. Nevertheless the obstructions of its early years had been
surmounted, and the extrication of the Society from its embarrassments had
evidently proved that the Lord of Hosts was with His servants, and that the
God of Jacol had been their refuge.

During the second period of twenty-five years new stations were opened
in India and Ceylon, the Mission in Jamaica was largely extended, the Ba-
hamas were drawn within the circle of the Society’s operations, Central
America had received the Missionaries of the Cross, and valuable assistance
was rendered to the struggling cause of Christ in South Africa. To occupy
the numerous spheres of labour one hundred and three missionaries had gone
forth, the larger part of them during the last ten years of the period. But
Death had stricken down many, among them the learned and venerable
Carey, the acute and able Marshman, and the skilful and devoted Ward. A
few had left the Mission from impaired health and other causes, so that of the
hundred and fifty brethren who had been sent out since the formation of the
Society, seventy-three only remained in the field.

It was during this period that the Society’s labours in Jamaica acquired
such breadth and importance, and that the horrible system of Slavery was
destroyed throughout the Empire of Great Britain. Many amongst us
remember, with deep emotion, the terrors and sanguinary executions of the
insurrection of 1832 ; the din and noise of the conflict by which the fetters
of the slave were broken; the noble and eloquent advocacy of the negroes’
freedom by Knibb, Burchell, and their coadjutors ; the hot hatred of the
planters, in which many chapels were consumed, and the perils which beset
the honoured men who defended the cause of the slave. It needs only.the
briefest reference to bring vividly before our minds the scenes of anxiety
through which the Society, its agents and friends, then passed.

The period was also remarkable for the resolution of the Jamaica churc.hes
to sustain their pastors, and to aid, by contributions and person.a,l devotfion,
to carry the Gospel to the land of their fathers. It was the fitting outcome
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of the gratitude they felt for the freedom they had acquired, and for the
possession of the Gospel by which it had been secured.

If less striking to the eye, certainly not less important in its far-reaching
effects was the progress of Missionary labour in India. In 1818 Serampore
College was founded, the first of those great scholastic institutions which
have attained to such powerful development and utility through the able
advocacy and exertions of Dr. Duff. Popular literature received a great
impulse by the publication at Serampore of the first newspaper in the Ben-
gali tongue ; grammars and dictionaries of the Bengali, Sanscrit, and other
languages, proceeded from the prolific pen of Dr. Carey. Chiefly through
the agitation of the question by the Missionaries, sutteeism was abolished,
and the evils flowing from the connection of the government with Jugger-
naut and other idol temples of the land were exposed, and set on the path of
removal. The system of caste had received a deadly wound ; the first native
schools for heathen children in Northern India were organized ; female educa-
tion began to evince its beneficent influence on the domestic life of the
people, through the exertions of the noble band of brethren in Calcutta;
and the Mission press, founded by the amiable Pearce, added its streams of
sacred and secular knowledge to those proceeding from Serampore. Then
came the first books printed in the language of Bengal, and by these ardent
men was laid the foundation of a vernacular library for the people.

The translations which so prominently characterized the first period of the
Society’s history, were continued. Dr. Yates was raised up to tread in the
steps of his eminent predecessor, Dr. Carey. In forty-four languages or
dialects of the East, spoken by at least five hundred millions of people, in-
cluding the Chinese version of Dr. Marshman, had the whole or a part of
the Bible been translated by these eminent servants of Christ, and nearly
half a million of copies had been printed. No record has been preserved of
the myriads of religious tracts which had been prepared and put in circula-
tion, but which largely aided the diffusion of a knowledge of the Gospel.

It is not possible to recover the number of converts baptized during this
period ; but at its close we find that the native churches throughout the en-
tire sphere of the Society’s labours had largely increased. In the East
Indies they contained 978 members, with about 300 Europeans in separate
fellowship. The number of members in Jamaica was placed at 3,200, and
in the Bahamas at 1,176. Central America had in fellowship 132. From
among these converts sprang an increasing number of native helpers, who,
s pastors or evangelists, laboured to maintain and extend the Kingdom of
God. The East furnished fifty-three, and other parts seventeen more. In
the West the foundation of an indigenous ministry had yet to be laid. Nor
‘was the instruction of the young neglected. In the East there were 90
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schools, with 2,700 children receiving instruction ; in the West there were
60 schools, with G,700 children in daily attendance.

Glancing over these facts, and remembering that many countries, but a few
years before closed, had been opened to the mcssengers of peace, the Com-
mittee could hopefully say, ¢ Superstitions, which once held so firm a grasp
on the human heart, are now in their dotage. It is unquestionably an
enterprise of greater hope to assail the nations in this their hour of weak-
ness, than fifty years ago, when magnificent and seductive systems of
worship were at the height of their energy and splendour. Many abomin-
atiops have been removed, and though the removal of them may not
necessarily draw in the chariot of the Gospel, it is impossible not to regard
it as the preparation of the way of the Lord.”

Only one of the founders of the Society lived to see its Jubilee. The first.
treasurer, bending beneath the weight ef ninety years, joined in the celebra-
tion. It was a season of hallowed joy, of precious memories, of holy ex-
pectation, and of fervent prayer, when the thousands of the Society’s friends
met in the birth-place of the Mission and the place of residence of Andrew
Fuller, to pour out their thank-offerings before the Liord, and to glorify God
for “ the men who originated a scheme that holds so eminent a place in the
annals of Christianity, and has given so powerful an impulse to the energies
of the Church.”

TaRD PERIOD OF T'WENTY-FIVE YEARS.

The noble contributions at the Jubilee enabled the Society, not only to
remove the heavy debt which burdened it, and provide a suitable house for
the conduct of its business, but more especially to enlarge its operations in
Western Africa, and to commence new Missions in Trinidad and Hayti.
The very valuable Institution at Calabar, Jamaica, for the training of a
native ministry, was opened, to which has since been added a normal
school department for the education of teachers in the numerous day-schools
connected with the Churches of the Island. The College at Seramporer
brought into 2 state of great efficiency by the Rev. W. H. Denham, aided
by the generous liberality of Mr. John Marshman, also came under the
direct management of the Society.

During this interval, the charge of the Mission in Brittany was assumed
at the request of the Welsh Churches, by which it had been established. In
1859 the China Mission, so often in previous years the subject of discussion
and resolution, was entered upon; and the services of an earnest Christian
brother in Norway were accepted. In addition, the Indian Mission was
strengthened, important assistance was rendered, in men and money, to the
Baptist Churches of Canada, both English and French, and the Indians
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received a small portion of the Society’s regard. To the German Mission
oceasional grants were also voted from the Society’s funds. Under the
auspices of the Society, a successful effort was made to establish a
Church of Christ in Madras, among the East Indian population; and a
similar movement, in combination with native work, was begun by the
lamented Cassidy, at Poonah, cn the Western side of the Peninsula. Nor
should we omit to mention that the Committee has been the medium
through which the number of brethren has been increased, who, both in
Australia and at the Cape of Good Hope, have advanced in new regions the
kingdom of our Lord.

Although not under the immediate direction of the Society, the affairs of
the Jamajca Mission necessarily received from the Committee unceasing
attention. In the troublous periods of its history, the Churches of Great
Britain have given large and essential aid; and if, to a great extent, the
Jamaica Mission is now independent of its control, the Society cannot be
unmindful of the claims this child of their faith and prayers has upon their
sympathy. It could not refuse to render prompt support, in those times of
conflict and suffering through which the emancipated people, and their
pastors, have had to pass. The period under review, indeed, closes with a
dark and terrible erisis, scarcely yet at an end, but one which we believe will
issue in brighter times and assured prosperity.

To occupy these various fields of labour, in addition to those who were

previously in the field, one hundred brethren were sent out. But of the
" entire number sent forth from the beginning, two hundred and twenty-nine
in all, fifty-eight only remain in the Missions directly under the charge of
the Society. To these must be added the eleven brethren still at their posts
in Jamaica, several of them worn and- weary with the toil of many years;
and the five or six in different parts of the world, who still cling to their
work though the Society has withdrawn its support. Such are two brethren
in Canada, and others in Honduras and Sumatra. But in Jamaica the
Society has raised up, through the blessing of God on the Calabar Institu-
tion, upwards of twenty native brethren, nearly all of whom continue to be
usefully employed as full pastors of churches. The Society further sustains
in the various fields it occupies the largely increased band of native helpers,
above 300 in number, as evangelists and teachers. The Missions directly
under the charge of the Society, at the present moment, are found in India,
Ceylon, China, Western Africa, Jamaica, Hayti, Trinidad, the Bahama
Islands, Brittany, and Norway.

“We are unable to give the number of persons baptized during this period.
The increase in the Churches has been very considerable ; thus in India the
period began with a membership of 1278 persons, it closes with a membership
of 2,300, after a deduction of the losses which death and other causes have
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brought about. Excluding Jamaica, in the West Indies tlie period began
with 1,580 members, it closes with 3,200, The entire roll of the Mission
Churches gives about 6,500 persons in fellowship, who are surrounded by a
mass of nominal Christians calculated at 18,000, all of whom are under
the direct supervision and instruction of the Missionaries of the Society.

In Jamaica, the number of Church members is somewhat less than at
the beginning of the period under review, when the Churches were reckoned
to contain from 25,000 to 80,600 communicants. Past ecvents sufficiently
account for the diminution; years must elapse before this once slave popu-
lation can be entirely leavened with the pure and elevating influence of the

Gospel of peace. Nevertheless, the Churches still embrace from 20,000
to 25,000 members.

On the whole there is progress everywhere, not indeed of so rapid a kind
as to satisfy Christian desire and hope; but sufficient to assure us of the
final fulfilment of the Divine promise, “In due season we shall reap if we
faint not.”

The labours of the brethren engaged in the work of translating and print-
ing the Holy Seriptures, have gone on with unflagging assiduity and zeal.
To the Indian translations have been added others in Fernandian, Dualla
and Isubu, West African tongues; also the New Testament, and parts of
the Old, in Singhalese. Grammars and aids to the acquisition of these
languages have been completed, besides many other works of a religious,
educational, and instructive character. Especial attention has of late years
been paid to the distribution of the Seriptures in the villages of Bengal, in
addition to the usual circulation at melas and other crowded assemblies
of the people. Schools have been multiplied, and have contributed their
full share to the general enlightenment, and to the acquaintance of the people
with the truths of the Bible. The scholars in the day-schools, both in the
East and West, not including Jamaica, number about 3,000 children of
both sexes. The excellent Government schools of the Bahamas, render
Mission day schools unnecessary there; but the Sunday-schools contain
upwards of 2,200 children, which number, added to those connected with
the Mission schools throughout the entire field of the Society’s operations
make a total of about 2,700 Sunday scholars. In Jamaica the day scholars
are 2,451, and the Sunday scholars over 10,000.

Our space will allow us only the briefest mention of the important visits
paid to the Indian Mission in 1850-51, by the Revs. J. Russell and Dr.
Leechman ; and again in 1854-57, by Dr. Underhill, one of the Society’s
secretaries. Dr. Underhill also visited the West Indies in 1859-60. On this
occasion he was accompanied to Jamaijca by the Rev. J.T. Brown, of North-
ampton. These visits of fraternal sympathy and devout conference have
proved of essential service in the subsequent conduct of the Society’s affairs.
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PeEoUNIARY RESOURCES.

A few words relative to the pecuniary resources which this great work has
called forth, may fitly close this necessarily brief and imperfect review of
three quarters of a century of earnest and prayerful endeavour to propagate
the Gospel of Christ.

The first collection for the Society’s object, made by the founders them-
selves, amounted to the sum of £13 2s. 6d. The first addition to the store
was the sum of £70, sent by the first Auxiliary formed at Birmingham, by
the Rev. Samuel Pearce, and collected in the interval of four weeks which
elapsed before the second meeting of the Committee. At this meeting a f:w
personal subscriptions were also announced, and the entire sum was com-
mitted to a banker’s care.

The resolution of thanks to the Birmingham Churches, expressed the hope
that the Auxiliary plan would meet with the general and increasing appro-
bation of the Baptist Churches, and that a number of corresponding societies
would be formed in different parts of the kingdom. The Mission, however,
met with very scanty support among the churches. The response made
to the earnest appeals of the first secretary, Mr. Fuller, came chiefly from
other sources—from individual gifts, and from sympathizing friends of other
communions. In 1817, we find collections for the Mission were made
in many Independent and Presbyterian chapels, as well as in a few instances
in churches of the Establishment. At the close of the first quarter of a
century, contributions were acknowledged from only 95 Baptist Churches,
and 45 Auxiliaries. As these Auxiliaries were sometimes formed of several
Churches, it is probable that the entire roll of contributing Churches
may have numbered, but did not exceed, one hundred and eighty.

During the second period, the spread of the Missionary spirit among the
Churches was very satisfactory. There was a large increase in the num-
ber of Baptist Churches in the land, through the expansion of the denomi-
nation—particularly in Wales. The report of 1842 states that contributions
had come from 848 places ; but only 450, systematically, year by year, col-
lected for the object. There is reason to think that the number of con-
tributing Churches was about 750.

In the present year, the report gives 1,217 Churches in Great Britain, as
having collected for the Society, besides 77 places in which either a Baptist
Church does not exist, or the gifts come from friends not in communion with
one.

Till the year 1820, the annual services were held in the country. The
last was held at Cambridge in 1819, when it was resolved to carry on the
operations of the Society from the metropolis. In 1837 it became the
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practice for the Metropolitan Chiurches to collect simultaneously on the Lord’s:
day preceding the annual meeting. Forty-five Churches, in the first year,
jolned in this act of liberality ; but in 1842, forty-one only consented o do-
so. The number has since very considerably increased ; in 1866, eighty-four-
churches had sermons and collections ; in 1867, owing to the change of day,
the number was somewhat less, being seventy-four.

From all sources that have contributed to the income of the Society,.
among which the Mission Press of Calcutta and the Bible Translation Society
hold a very honourable place, the entire sum received and expended is as
follows, divided into periods of 25 years each :—

Per Annum.
1792 to 1817 £98,549 : 6: 2 Average £3,941 : 19 : 6
1818 to 1842 372,585 : 14 : 10 » 14903 : 8:7
1843 to 1867 632,410 : 11 : 3 ” 25296 : 8:5

Jubilee Fund (1842) 33,704 : 0 : 7

Total...£1,187,249 : 12 : 10

It may give a still clearer idea of the growth of the Society’s income, if
we present a table containing a statement of the gross income of every tenth.
year :—

1792 £13: 2: 6 1842 £22517 : 12: 5
1802 2,479 : 16 : 10 1852 19,116 : 11 : 9
1812 4,856 : 14 : 9 1862 33,151 : 4:10
1822 12,291 : 11 : 4 1867 30,105 : 8: 1

1832 12,740 : 7 : 8

This instructive table exhibits a very fluctuating series of figures..
Between 1832 and 1842 the annual income rapidly, increased, partly owing-
to the accession of the entire staff of the Serampore Mission, on its reunicfn
with the Society in 1838. The abolition of Slavery, and the share taken m
its accomplishment by the Society’s missionaries, also greatly increased the:
interest of the Churches. .

The income of the year 1862 was the largest ever received, the Jubilee:
year excepted. But it contained the exceptional payment of £1,5‘00 Ify the-
Spanish Government, for the premises at Fernando Po, from v‘f]nch 1sland.
the Spaniards had driven the missionaries away ; and two donations, one .of
£1,000, and the other of £2,000 from a friend now deceased. The legacies
of that year were also unusually productive. Still, in the face of these
fluctuations, neither to be avoided nor foreseen, the course of years has seen
the Society’s income enlarged, its means of usefulness increased, and ifs.
agencies multiplied in many parts of the globe.

Tt is our hope that the 75th anniversary of the Society’s existence will be



THE MISSIONARY HERALD. 693

:another starting point, from which may be dated, in the years to come, a
greatly increased appreciation of the work to be accomplished, a large
-addition to the means of usefulness it now enjoys, and, above all, in answer
to fervent prayer, a mighty outpouring of the Spirit of God, quickening the
:seed so plentifully sown, and hastening the day of man’s redemption from
idolatry, superstition, and sin.

‘We cannot better close our brief review than with the striking, yet ever
true words of Dr. Carey, written in 1791 :—* The Scriptures teach us that
the enjoyments of the life to come bedr a near relation to that which now is,
a relation similar to that of the harvest and the seed. Itis true all the
reward is of mere grace, but it is nevertheless encouraging. What a treasure,
what a harvest must await such characters as Paul, and Elliot, and Brainerd,
and others [Carey, Marshman, Ward, Knibb, Burchell, Pearce, and others 1]
who have given themselves to the work of the Lord. What a heaven it will
e to see the many myriads of the poor heathens, of Britons among the rest,
who by their labours have been brought to God. Surely a crown of rejoicing
like this is worth aspiring to. Surely it is worth while to lay ourselves out
with all our might, in promoting the cause and kingdom of Christ.”

DECLINE OF JUGGERNATH.
(From The Friend of India.)

Second in sanctity and popularity only to the Juggernath festival at Pooree, in
Orissa, is the same idol’s worship at Serampore. The Pogjak was likely to close
last Thursday without the moving of one of the two great cars—an omen of
.evil import in the eyes of the people, and still more to the pockets of the priests.
Tt was pitiable, and sometimes ludicrous, to see the vain attempts of the latter to
incite the crowds to drag the ponderous erection. At last, desperate, the chief
priest addressed this petition to the magistrate :—* On account of the heavy rain
and the small gathering of the people on the first day of the Ruth Festival, the
«car could not be moved. To-morrow will be Sunday, and there will be a large
.concourse of people. Unless your honour looks with favour, it will be difficult to
move the car. So I pray that the cost may be received from me, and that orders
may be given by beat of drum, and the police may be deputed to the spot to have
the car moved.” This is a striking illustration of the extent to which the popular
superstitions are losing their hold on the people. The crowds at the festival,
«often rendering some two miles of the broad trunk road impassable, are much
less than they used to be. The number of men is especially small. The idol
competes with the booths, merry-go-rounds, and peep-shows which give the fair
an almost English aspect,
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HOME INTELLIGENCE.

The Missionary meetings during the past month have been very numerous, and
from the letters before us seem generally to have been well attended and’very
interesting. The following is as correct a list as we are able to give ; ’but sorhe
meetings have been held of which no account has yet reached us. In all cases
besides the deputations, the local brethren have given most efficient aid, and in
some instances, they have themselves been the sole representatives of the ’Sociéty.
We are greatly indebted to them for their ready help and zealous labours.

Places. Deputation.
North Riding, Yorkshire - Rev. D. J. East.
East Riding - - - Revs, D.J. East and W. Allen,
Isle of Wight and Portsmouth Revs. R. Smith and J. Teall.
Somerset and Wilts - - Rev. J. Trestrail.

Bedford - - - - - Rev. G. Kerry.

Northern Auxiliary (Newcastle) - Revs.J. T.Brown and G. M‘Cree.
Leicestershire - - - = Revs. D.J. East and R. Williams,
Hampshire - - - - Rev. G.Kerry.

Bedfordshire - - - - Rev. R. Smith.

Huntingdonshire - - - - Rev. W. Sampson.
Nottinghamshire - - - - Dr. Underhill and Rev. R. Williams,
Ipswich - - - - - Revs. C. Bailhache and J. Bigwood.
Yorkshire, Bradford District - Various local brethren,
Carmarthenshire - - - - Revs. Dr. Price and W. Roberts.

The series of services in the following districts are, we believe, to commence on
the 29th of September. We 'go to press too early to hear of their actual com-
mencement :—

Places. Deputation.
Plymouth - Rev.D. J. East.
North Devon Rev. W. Sampson.
South Devon Rev. T. Hands.
Carmarthen Revs. R. D. Roberts and E. Thomas.
Norfolk - Dr. Underbill.

The quarterly meeting of the Committee will, p.v., be held at Cardiff, on Tues-
day, the 8th of October, at half-past ten a.m. Such local brethren as are entitled
to attend the sittings of the Committee will be heartily welcomed.

We are happy to record the formation of a County Auxiliary in Cornwall, by th,e;
County Association. Its rules express ‘the cordial approbation of the Auxiliary
with the fundamental principles and objects of the Society, and all _the’Chux.-ches
of the county are requested to co-operate in the promotion of the Society’s objects.
J. D. Freeman, Esq., is appointed Treasurer, and the Rev. Joseph Wilshere, Hon.

Secretary.

ARRIVAL OF MISSIONARIES.

We have the pleasure to announce the safe arrival of the Rev. John Trafford,
M.A., of Serampore, with his two sons, and the Rev. E. T. and Mrs. Kingdon, from
China. The voyage, in the case of Mr, Trafford a very prolonged one, has, we
are happy to say, considerably improved the health of our brethren.

THE SOCIETY'S SEVENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY.

We continue to receive intimations that the 13th October will be devoted by many
of the Churches to celebrate the formation of the Society, and by collections to
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augment its income, and to discharge the debt which burdens it.
have already been contributed to the removal of the debt;

required to extinguish it,

695

About £2,000
& similar sum is

In the present number of the Herarp we, give our readers a sketch of the

Society’s history since its formation.

occupies several pages.
story of *all that

“ He has opened the door of faith to the Gentiles.”

CONTRIBUTIONS

It is, of necessity, very brief, though it
It was not possible to “ rehearse,” in shorter space, the
od has done ” by the instrumentality of the Society, and how

From August 19th, 1867, to September 18th, 1867.
W & 0 denotes that the Contribution is for Widows and Orphans; N P for Natige Preachers;

£ s d.
ANNDAL SUBSCRIPTIONS.
B. B.... 0 6
Bll]SOD, T. 10
Morley, stsF Tuxford 1 0 O
Pewtress, T., Esq w 2 20
Shoobridge, Rev. S. 2 20
DONATIONS.
Bacon, J. P., Esq., for
Rev. J. Davey, Nassau,
Jor Painting Mission
Premises .20 0 0
Hastings & St. Leon rd’s
Ladies’ Auxiliary, by
Miss Boyes, for Rev. B.
Millard, St. Ann’s Bay,
e 1 00
Morley, Miss F., ’luxford 1 00
By Rev. S. Green—
Kershaw, Mrs.James 1 1 0
Williams, G., Esq.... 2 0 ©
Under 10s. ......... 0 3 ©

SPECIAL FoR DEBT.

Angas,Miss, Plymouth... 20 0 0
Banbury, by Mr. Cubitt 110 0
Brown & Lake, Messrs,,
Exors. of Saml. Porter,
Esq., Bridge Hall,
Brainiree, Essex, by
Treasurer ...iecieens 50 0 ©
Gilmore, Rev. J., Far-
ringdon, by Mr. J.
Reynolds...ceieernenen
Griffiths, John, Esg.,
Kingswood, near Wot-
ton-under-Edge.........

015 ©

30 6 0

Newtown, Montgomery,
North Wales—

Davies, Mr. E. ......
Morgan, E., Esq.
Under 10s.

0
b
Paul,T.D.,Esq., Leicester 50 0
8
0

Reading, by H. Clayton,

o o © oo

Esi
Stavensun, Mrs,, DBlack~
heath .25

T for Translations; 8 for Schools.

£ s d.

Tring, byJ. Burgess, Esq. 7 5 0
Walworth-road, by Mrs.

Watson..cveerercrrarnneenne 10317 6

Wrexham, Chester-st.—

Jones, Mrs.Elizabeth O 10 0
Jones, Mr. S 0

LoNDON AND MIDDLESEX.

Alfred Place, Old Kent Road—
Contribs. Sunday-schl.
by Y. M. M. A, weeoo. 220 0
Bloomsbury—
Contribs. on acconnt... 35 15 2
Camberwell, Denmark Place—

Contribs. Sun.-school,
for Rev.J, Sales’ N P,
Calcutta,byY. M.M.A. 20 Q0 0
Do. do., for Chiid in
MissionSchool Ceylon,
by do.

John Street—
Contribs. on account... 30 0 0
Upton Chapel—

Contribs. for N P,
Cameroons, by Y. M.
M A . 12 0 ©

Vernon Square—

Contribs. Sun.-school,
for support of David
Meetom, under Rev.
Q. W. Thomson,
Cameroons ............ 10 0 0

Devox,

Devonport, Morice Square and
Pembroke Street—

Contribs. on account... 3 7 2
Plymouth, George Street—

Contribs. for Afncan
Orphans ......cceviinee 3 5

£ s d
Durmax.
Hartlepool—
Contributions............ 5 7 4
‘West Hartlepool—
Contribntions ......cecne 713 8
GLOUCESTERSEIRE.
Cheltenham, Salem Chureh—
Contribution .. 010 0
Eastcombe—
Contributions
Hayrpsaine.
Portsea Auxiliary—

Contribs. on account,
by Mr.T.C. Haydon,
. 80

Treasurer 0
Wellow, Isle of Wxght—
Contributions............ 270
Herrts.
Boxmoor—
Contribs. on account... {0 0 0
Kex~T.
-andhurst—
Contributions N O § B §
‘Woolwich, Parsons Hill—
Contribs. ¢ Mission
Bangd” 0
Do. for R
NP India (half-yr) 900
LANCASHIBE.
Liverpool, Myrtle Street—
Contribs. Juv. Society,
for Schools, Turk's
Islands... . 0
Do. do., Sa .
Jamaica
Hutching 0
Do. du,,
Ceylon ....ovruennecn 0
0. do., for Rev. J.
Smith’s N P, Dethi... 1210 0
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£ s d. £ s.d £ & d,
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE. 'WORCESTERSHIRE, Middlesbro’, Welsh Church—
Kingsthorpe— Astwood Bank— Contribations......soses 2 0 0
Contributions........... . 4 8 0| Contributions .. 22 4 10| York — ’
— | Stourbridge— Contributions..veveeeees 8 0 0
SOMERYETSHIRE. Collection ........... e 6 9 0 em——
Bath Auxiliaries— ‘Worcester— NORTH WALES

Contribs. on acconnt... 25 0 0| Contributions....cvvee 45 1 2

e MONTGOMERYSHIRE.
SUFFOLE. YORKSHIRE, Newtown—
Horham— Burlington— Contribution ... e 2.0 0
Contributions ......eee 5 0 0| Contridutions.... 9 2 -
Do. for China , 012 0 SOUTH WALES.
W ARWICK SHIRE. Dishforth— GLAMORGANSHIRE
. . Collections w...ceriseneacs s )
Keénl‘:r{;thé Albion Chm-ch-—0 Driffeld. m $16 5 Cardiff, Bethel Church—
ontribntions ...c.ereee. 1 3 = Contributi
——— ] Collections ....cueceruenee 6 12 PHEO erereeene 10 0 0

CALABAR COLLEGE REMOVAL FUND.
Contribntions by Rev. D, J. East veeaas £134 19 8

FOREIGN LETTERS RECEIVED.,

ATRICA—CAMEROONS, Fuller, J. J., June 10, July HaMBURGH, Oncken, J. G., July 9.
10; Saker, A., June 28; Thomson, Q. W., WEST InDIES—BamaMAS, NAssav, Davey, J., June

June 26.
AMERICA—CHATAMO0GA, Merrick, Mra., July 9.
NEw Yoek, Littlewood, W., July 17.
AsIA—IND1A, BENaRES, Heinig, H., July 3.
Bousay, Edwards, May 31.

CALcUTTA, Wenger, J.,June 1, 3, 19,23,

July 3, 8.

Dacca, Allen, Isaac, June 29.

DEeLEI, Smith, J., June 16.

Gt4, Greiff, J. E., June 20.

KHOOLNEAH, Dutt, G. C., June 16.

MorTRs, Williams, J., May 21, June 14.

Pooxa, Gillett, A. C., June 22.

SeRAmMPoRrE, Dakin, E., June 13.

SEwRY, Johnson, E. C., Jubne 6.

ATt SEa, Lewis, C. B., Aug. 13.
CoronBo—Pigott, H. R., June 28.

29, July, 17, 20, 22,
Geanp Tosg, Kerr, D. L., June 17, 18, July 17,
HayTi, Webley, W. H., July 25,
TRINIDAD, PoRT OF SPAIN, Law, J., June 4.
San FERNANDO, Gamble, W. H., July 8.

JAMAICA—ANNOTTA BaY, Jones, S.

Browx’s Town, Clark, J., July §, 23.

Brack River, Holt, 8. W., July 23.

KEeTTERING, Fray, Ellis, June i4, July 2.

Lucea, Lea, J., July 22,

MoxTEGo Bay, Dendy, W., May 21, July 8,23;
Henderson, J. E., July 19.

Mount CaarLes, The Church at, June 25.

MouxTt HarNoN, Clarke, J., July 8,

MORANT Bay, Teall, W,, July 8,23,

PorT MAR1a, Sibley, C., July 23.

R1o BueNo, Roberts, J. S., July 23.

Seaxrs Towx, Phitlippo, J. M., July 22.
STEwART TowN, O'Meally, P., June 9.
S1. ANN’s BaY, Millard, B., Juue 26, July 6.

Kaxpy, Waldock, F. D., June 28.
Euvnore—MorLarx, Jenkins, J.,Jaly 25.
KraGERCE, Hilbert, G., July 28.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS.

The thanks of the Committee are presented to the following Friends—

'Ladies of Camden Road Chapel working party, per Mra. Risdon, Pershore, for a Parcel for Rev. J.
Mrs. Bidgood, for & Box of Work for Mrs. Robin- Kingdon, Jamaica. 5
son's School, Calcutta, Hastings and St. Leonard’s Ladies’ Missionary
Rev. J. P. Lewis, Diss, for & Box for Reo. J. M. Working Auxiliary, per Mies S. S. Boyes, for a
Phillippo, Spanish Town, Jamaica, Box of Clothing for Rev. B, Millard, St. Ann’s
Bay, Jamaica.

Subscriptions end Donations in aid of the Baptist Missionary Society will be thankfally
received by Joseph Tritton, Esq., Treasurer; by the Rev. Frederick Trestrail, and
Edward Bean Underhill, LL.D., Secretaries, at the Mission House, 2, John Street, Bedford
Row, Loxpox; in EpINBURGH, by the Rev. Jorathan Watson, and John MacAndrew, Esq.;
in GLASGOW, by Jobn Jackson, Esq.; in CALCUTTA, by the Rev. J. Wenger, Baptist
Mission Press. Contributions can also be paid in at Messrs, Barclay, Bevan, Tritton,
“T'wells, and Co.’s. 54, Lombard Street, to the account of the Lreasurer.





