The Missionary Herald (Aug. 1867).

THE MISSIONARY HERALD.

OUR STRUGGLE WITH HINDUISM.

THE steps by which the Christian faith overthrew the heathenism of the
Greeks and Romans were marked by incidents of the most varied kind.
At times the old Pagan fanaticism seemed to gather fresh life, and, under
rulers like the Emperor Julian, made desperate efforts to recover the ground
that had been lost. The light sometimes penetrated into the inmost recesses
of the heathen mind, either to stir up the bitterest opposition or to modify
the beliefs of the adherents of the gods. The conflict between light and
darkness often seemed to waver; truth nevertheless slowly and surely
winning the victory.

Similar results appear in our work in India, and we propose to bring
before our readers two or three characteristic incidents illustrative of the
strife in which we are engaged. It is well known that Hinduism sanctions
the shedding of human blood in honour of the gods; but that the Govern-
ment of India counts it murder to destroy life, though it be performed as
an act of worship and homage to the deities the people serve. Yet ever and
anon a sort of idolatrous frenzy breaks out, and in defiance of every penalty
idol worshippers will commit the most atrocious crimes. The Calcutta
papers tell us that, on the 17th January last, two pilgrims passing through
Shahabad, in Behar, found a man named Bishendarry sitting at the mouth
of a cavern, within which is a famous shrine of Mahadeva (the Great God),
with his throat partially cut. He tells them that he had sacrificed his son
tothe god. They pass on and report it to the police of the next village. Late
next morning the police reach the spot, and there was the father still sitting,
unable to speak, but strong enough to try to prevent the police searching
the shrine, and to write a confession of the deed in Hindi. It was to the
effect that he had made a vow, if a son was born to him, he would sacrifice
Ga.nges water and do Poojah. A son was horn, but no wealth came; and
for this reason he sacrificed his son. A full thousand yards within the cave
there lay on a stone, which, jutting out below the idol, formed a rude
natural altar, a little boy only five years old, with his throat eut, and quite
dead. The god had, he said, deceived him, and he returned the gift he had
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received. By the act he threw on his god the responsibility of the Loy’s
death, and would surely win his approval in the life to come.

The next incident illustrates the influence which the light spreading on
cvery hand has upon the most staunch upholders of idolatry. Lately has
died, in Calcutta, Rajal Rhadakant Deb ; Le was very rich, and was regarded
by the Hindus as their leader in the van of opposition to all progress. In
perfect consistency with his whole life, he died amid the filthy idolatries of
the filthiest god of the Hindu Pautheon, Xrishna, at Bindrabun. A few
vears ago he built a handsome temple to Krishna within his own grounds in
Caleutta, and the idol is said to be cast from nine of the most precious
metals. The Unitarian preacher, Mr. Dall, relates that one day he asked
the Rajah, ““ Do you worship that idol ?” “No: men never worship idols,”
was the reply, “they are for our little ones.” With a smile he added,
“You give your children dolls?” “Yes, to play with, not to worship.”
“ We give our children dolls,” he continued, “ until they grow big enough
to worship without such help.” “ Then if you never worship idols, what
do you worship ?” “My worship,” he replied, “my religion is, to be
always in the same place with God; to be drawing nearer and nearer to
God; to Dbe in conscious communion with God; to be lost in God, as a star
in the morning light.”

In this statement the Unitarian minister says he saw his own views on
religion embodied. We see in it the purest pantheism ; but it is evident
that this eminent Hindu was unable to hold on to the bald idolatry of his
country, in the midst of influences which on every hand are destroying it.

The last incident we shall adduce exhibits the Gospel working powerfully
on the Leart of a leader of the people, and bringing him to an open con-
fession of Christ in the presence of the most powerful influences to the
contrary. It is the case of a man named Rati Ram ; he was the chief of
the Hindu sect of Ram Suehs. He had been the chosen disciple, and became
in time the successor, of a priest who had built and acquired property in a
Ram Dwara, or monastery, in Beawr, N. W. Provinces. Ram Rati increased
the property, and was worshipped as God by hundreds of devotees. About
four years ago some missionaries of the United Presbyterian Church
came into the district, and their teaching attracted the attention of the
Guru. He soon showed an inclination to adopt Christianity, but his
position as a priest and a god, as the owner of the temple and the rich
offerings brought to it, held him back. A year ago he became very ill, and
Lis attendants placed him under a tree to die like a dog, according to their
inhuman custom. He recovered, however, and last November resolved to
abandon Hinduism. ¢ Come what may, I musé confess Christ,” he said.
Great excitement followed, and attempts were made by his old followers to
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arrest his purpose by charging lLim with a criminal offence before the
magistrate. This failed, but the hope of depriving him of all his property
is still cherished, and the case awaits the decision of the courts.

Thus the conflicts on our Indian field proceed. Here apparent failure,
there success ; idolatry in some places seems to hold its ground; in others
it is weakened, and its strongest advocates are compelled by divine grace
to bend their necks to the gentle yoke of Christ. The final victory may
be far off; but tokens are abundant that the Lord is with us, breaking
down all obstacles, and preparing the way for the establishment of His
kingdom. ‘

BENGALI CONVERTS.
BY THE W. A. HOBBS, OF JESSORE.

I submit to the English churches for their information and sympathy, a brief
account of each of the last year’s additions to our commurity.

1.—Drupotte.—This woman is a widow. Most Bengalee widows are women of
blemished reputation; indeed, the custom of disallowing marriage to the tens of
thousands of young women who lose their husbands in youth (many even
before living with them), cannot but produce a most depraved state of society.
Drupotte, however, seems to have led a comparatively blameless life, and was well
spokeu of by all her neighbours. From the time the Gospel was first preached in
her hearing, she seemed to be drawn towards it, and after a time made known her
determination to take shelter for her soul in the Lord Jesus Christ. Fearing that
her motive might be an interested one, we gave her distinctly to understand that
she must get her livelihood by her own exertions, and not throw ker burden upon
us. She declared her intention of doing any kind of work that presented itselt:
she has kept her word, has acted consistently for months, and is now a candidate
for baptism, -

2 and 3.—Tola, a widow (with child two years and a half old).—This poor
woman (a mat maker), has for years been forsaken by her husband, and
sometimes reduced to such straits that she has been obliged to beg by day, and
slecp under a tree by night.  The story of a Saviour’s love won her attention, and
she expressed a desire to become a Christian. We gave her a little house to live
in, bought her materials for prosecuting her trade, and invited her to attend
divine service. She has been amongst us now for several months, but is a slow
grower in divine things. I have recently had occasion to reprove her for Ler
mdolence, und to threaten to withdraw our intcrest in her, which has had the
cilect of making her bestir herself alittle. At present we can rejoice over her only
as onc who is regularly brought to attend the means of grace. Of her little
danghter, Kamenee, we can ounly say that she is a very pretty but a very way-
ward child. She will be taught the good things of the kingdom of God. May her
heart be opened to receive and love the instruction given!

4.—Gopal—This young man, who is about twenty-four years of age, is a signal

instance of the power of the Gospel. Two years ago hc might have been num-

bered amongst the chief of sinners. He was an opium cater, an occasional

drunkard, and a slave to lust. Suddenly he was brought up in his course by the
40 *
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power of conscience, and induced to make an effort at reformation. A reflection
on the reality of God’s holiness, and His claims upon men, led him to think
about his soul. He saw that the forms of Hindooism could give no peace of mind,
and to show his contempt for them openly ate with a Mussulinan, which offence
against native society cost hini his situation. He then turned towards Brahminismn,
and vigorously advocated its doctrines, but soon found that it did not contain the
clements of satisfaction and comfort which his lieart longed for. In great distress
of mind he came to me at Magoorah, and after listening for an hour or two to my
exposition of God's way of salvation, he suddenly started up to his feet, clasped
his hands, and whilst his whole frame quivered with emotion, poured out such a
serics of carnest heart-broken petitions that I almost wept for joy. My suspicions,
liowever, were soon aroused, when he requested me to lend him 6 rupees for a
month to purchase books for his school. However,I did it. Several months
passed by, and I heard nothing of him, when one day a stranger came to my
study, handed me a note, and hastily departed. It was from Gopal, informing me
that he had had an awful attack of fever, that at present he could scarcely
walk, but that he hoped to see me soon. About a month afterwards he came, but
so emaciated that I scarce recognized him. He had been standing, he said, on the
bank of the river of death, had seen hell before him, and to escape from destruc-
tion had resolved to become a Christian. I found that he had been reading all
the Christian books I previously gave him, and in his intense desire to become
acquainted with everything connected with Jesus Christ and His religion, sub-
mitted to me such a string of questions, that it took ine several hours to reply to
them. His resolution once taken, nothing moved him; his old father came to see
him, and in touching terms begged him not to destroy the respectability of his
house, and his little remaining happiness, by casting himself into the bosom of
a new and unknown religion. It was affecting to see the father with his arm
round Gopal’s neck begging him to have pity on him, and Gopal at the old man’s
leet entreating him to become a Christian and save his soul. The ordeal was a
trying one, but the grace vouchsafed to the young convert brought him off a
conqueror. He was then tried in another way. A deputation of Khysts from his
own and neighbouring villages (Gopal was a Khyst) came to him with the
tempting offer that if he would only deny that he had eaten with the Christians,
they would collect £60 for a grand feast, and that his integrity as a Hindoo should
he publicly proclaimed. This was rejected without a moment's consideration.
A few days afterwards he was baptized in the river, and from that day onward he
has been to us a source of almost daily comfort. His conduct is so consistent that
no one has a word of censure to bestow upon him. Since his conversion, one by
one, three other members of his family have joined us; his old father has secretly
eaten with them all, and if it were not for the fearful opposition shown by his
wife, he himself would embrace Christianity, and have his children once more
around him in his home. I firmly believe that God will bring this about; let
every reader of this report pray to God that it may be so.

5.— A damoonie.—This woman is the wife of Gopal. She did not know that her
husband had become a Christian till she arrived at Magoorah some little time
before his baptism. When she discovered that such was the case, her rage knew
no bounds : she beat her head violently against the boat, vowed that she would
drown herself, or starve to death, but that she would never become a Christian.
For three days she ate no food, and her husband getting alarmed proposed to take
her back to her father's house, and leave her there. But this was not what she
wanted, for she was tenderly attached to Gopal, and could not bear the thought
of being separated from him. Prayers for the removal of her obstinacy were
offered, and prevailed. She ate with the Christians, and a few weeks afterwards,
on the oceasion of a visit to her father’s house, the family refused to allow her to
step into the court yard, she became so incensed with Ilindooism that she heartily
venounced it, learved to read, attended public worship, and so rapidly acquired
Christian knowledge, that when a few months subsequently she applied for
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baptism and was examined, the answers she gave surprised and delighted us all.
She is now a good, consistent Christian woman.

6.—Ramcharan—This youth, (about 14 years of age), is Gopal's youngest
brother. He is naturally of an amiable disposition, and has always been much
under his brother’s influence. When Gopal paid his first visit to his home, after
his conversion, he renewed the conversation about Christianity ; his mother raved
at him like a maniac, his father requested him to go back to the boat, hut the
heart of young Ramcharan clave to his brother; and a short time afterwards,
leaving his home, he came to Magoorah, refused to return with his relations who
came to take him back, and in due time, after satisfying the church of his fitness
for membership, he was baptized in the river, in the presence of a crowd of
witnesses. He is a young man of good parts, and will eventually, I Lope, be
profitable to the Mission as an efficient school teacher.

7.—Oomesh.—This young man is about 21 years of age, and another brother of
Gopal’s. His mother regarded him as tlic stay of the family after the first-born
and youngest had renounced Ilindooism, and so prejudiced was the young man
himself against Christianity, that he endeavoured by various mecans to expose his
brother’s folly. Cherishing hope of regaining them, even after his parents had
lost all hope, he came again and again to Magoorah, and arguing sometimes with
Gopal, at other times with me, with great vehemence endeavoured to show the
inconsistencies of Christianity, and the moral guilt of those who for its unworthy
sakke destroyed the peace of loving families. Constant intercourse with the
Christians, however, gradually lessened his enmity, and the inquiries which he
made showed that he was honestly examining the evidences of our holy faith. In
July last, his mother proposed a pilgrimage to Saugar, as the only expcdient
calculated to recompose her troubled mind. It was the duty of her only remaining
son (for she had cursed and disowned the others), to accompany her. He went,
beheld the superstitions of the holy place, put his mother in charge of a neighbour
who was returning via the Sunderbunds (a journey of ten days), himself took train
to Kooshtee, next day arrived at Magoorah, and at once announced himself a
Christian. This act has caused his wife to desert him, and brought down upon
him the malediction of all his former friends; but he remains faithful, and has
hitherto given us much pleasure. I had the pleasure of baptizing him in the river
two months since.

The father's heart is said to yearn much towards his children’s faith, and is
anxious to join them in acknowledging Jesus Christ as Lord of the soul, but at
present the obstinacy of his wife is an insuperable barrier.

8.—Makhendro—This young msn was a Brahmin, and is well acquainted
with English. His family are all highly respectable, and even wealthy. About
a year ago he was clerk on board a river steamer, and in the receipt of a good
salary. Hearing of the Christian religion, and being of a very thoughtful turn of
mind, he began to pay great heed to its doctrines and evidences. The more
he examined it the better he was pleased with it, and at length, that he
might devote his whole time to an examination of it, with a view to
embracing it, he gave up his employment, and for two months (during which he
subsisted upon his savings), he resided near our brother Gogon, daily listening
to his instructions, and becoming wise unto salvation. At this juncture, Gogon
being removed to Koolneah, and finding it inconvenient to take him with
him, recommended him to go to Magoorah.

This advice he adopted, fully embraced the Christian faith, and in _due time,
having given undoubted evidence of his sincere discipleship, was baptized. He
has since married the most intellizent of our young women (notwithstanding
her former low caste), and is now expending his regenerated energies in con-
ducting a newly-established Anglo-Vernacular school. His influence has, and
is, telling powerfully for good. May the Lord raise up many more like him.
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9.—~Jacheemuddeen.—This young man (24 years of age), is a Mahommedan
convert. His parents arvc very respectable, and, in addition to the usual Bengali
education, have given him four years’ instruction in Iinglish. e has been a
somewhat abandoned character, but the subject, occasionally, of very penitent
feelings.  About two vears ago he walked from Chamgacha to Churamonkatte (a
distance of twelve miles), that he might converse with Brother Anderson about
Christianity. The fear of losing his social position, however, kept him a long
time hesitating as to the course of conduct e should pursue. About six months
ago. onc of his friends (to be mentioned hereafter) suddenly resolved to renounce
the false Prophet, and repair to Magoorah to embrace Christianity. Ie invited
Jachecemuddeen to accompany him.  With the few shillings there were in their
purse they started on their journey, and on the third day. with sore feet and half
frinting with hunger, they arrived at our bungalow. Our Christians for a few
davs supported them till their sincerity and resolution could be a little tested.
Jacheemuddeen has now been with us three months, daring which time he has
given us all entire satisfaction. His relatives have been here to induce him to
return ; they made him the most tempting offers, and an Englishman even offered
to give him a writership in his office if he would leave Magoorah. His reply has
been consistent: “I do not wish to leave my family, but I must not lose my
soul’s everlasting happiness; if I were to return now, I am weak in faith, and
only half informed about this excellent religion, and I might be tempted to
renounce it; but when I am better instructed I will return with pleasure, and if
vou will receive me I will be glad. Soon after, he suddenly expressed a wish to
2o to see his friends. I did not object; he was greatly tried, but stood the test,
and when he returned brought with him a woman with whom he had formerly
lived in a dishonourable way, and requested that she might be instructed and then
honourably united to him in marriage. Ile was married a few weeks ago, and is
now a candidate for baptism.

10.— Nilmoonie.—This woman is the person previously mentioned in connection
with No. 9. For two years she lived with Jacheemuddeen, in an unmarried state,
as his wife. Owing, however, to the loose ideas prevalent amongst Mahommedans
in relation to the sanctity of marriage, this act was scarcely regarded by them
with disfavour. She appears to have been truly attached to Jacheemuddeen, and
when he boldly returned to his father's house to ask for his clothes and books,
she heard of his arrival, threw herself at his feet, and asked that she might
go with him wherever he went. He gladly conseuted. She came with him to
Magoorah, withstood all the efforts of her {riends and relatives to induce her to
return ;—C(her sister travelled all the way to Magoorah to persuade her to go
back again)—after a week, was lawfully married, and now leads a reputable life,
and seems anxious to be instructed. Her father was once a professing Christian,
but subsequently relapsed into Mahommedanism; her reclamation, therefore, is
specially encouraging.

These ten persons I regard as the result of the preaching of the life-giving
Word. They have been gathered in from almost all parts of the district ; and
this fact will, I trust, show the Committee the necessity of being as liberal as
their means will allow in the matter of travelling expenses. The Word of God
must not be bound if we wish to see it achieve the salvation of numbers of the
heathen.
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VISIT TO HURDWAR FAIR.
DY THE REV. JOHN PARSONS, OF MONGHYR.

My last was addressed to you on the 13th February, and as I have since been
on a somewhat extraordinary tour, performing a distance of about 1,600 miles in
going and returning, in order to visit a mela, I will endeavour to give you a
sketch of the labours that were carried on there. The mela, or fair, I refer to,
is the Hurdwar mela, which this year was larger than usual. The fair occurs
annually, and there is always a large concourse of people ; but every twelfth year
there is some particular astronomical conjunction, on account of which attendance
is considered particularly meritorious, and the fair is then called a ‘“Koombh”
mela, and the rush of pilgrims to it is enormous. The intermediate sixth year's
mela is also large ; it is called the ‘¢ Half-Koombh.”

The Government on this occasion took extraordinary and very praiseworthy pre-
cautions to prevent casualties. To obviate overcrowding, ten or eleven bridges of
boats were built across one stream of the (ianges, to enable pilgrims to spread
their encampments upon an island formed by two branches of the river; strict
sanitary regulations were enforced, and hospitals were erected in several parts of
the fair, and litters kept in readiness at the police stations to convey to them
promptly any persons that were taken ill. A very large police force was col-
lected from many districts, under the efficient leadership of Major Watson, to
regulate the movements of the people, so that there might be no crowd meeting
crowd, and no crush or choking in any of the narrow passages or bazaars, or on
the bridges.

Major Watson supposed that not less than 1,500,000 persons were in the fair,
occupying all parts of Hurdwar and the island opposite, with the two villages of
Kunkhul and Juwalapore, and the land around them, and between them and
Hurdwar. Crowds upon crowds were eagerly moving through every road and
passage ; there seemed to be no end to the multitudes.

THE MISSIONARIES WORK.

We found four missionaries of the American Presbyterian Mission there, and
a considerable number of native brethren, some preachers, some colporteurs.
The missionaries welcomed us very kindly, and even told us that had we written
to them, we need not have been at the trouble and expense of bringing a tent,
because they would have arranged for our accommodation. e in a measure co-
operated with them during our stay in the fair, which extended to fifteen days.

In the general out-door preaching in the mela, Brother McCumby, Soodeen, and
myself were generally together. Our daily routine was to take a stand in some
part of the fair in the morning and preach till nine or half-past nine o'clock, by
which time the sun became very warm. About three p.m. we went to the
awning, and commenced conversing with the people, and preaching to the crowds
that readily gathered, so that by the time the other missionaries came to commence
the devotional exercises we had alarge assembly, whom we invited to remain for the
service, and our invitation was usually accepted by the majority. Then after the
devotional exercises, unless it was Brother McCumby’s or my turn to conduct
them, we went abroad in the fair and preached till evening. For many daysafter
our arrival, fakeers formed a large proportion of our hearers; they generally
come to-fairs earlier than the mass of the people. As long as they prevailed in
our audiences we had much discussion. Most of those who argued with us were
Vedantists, .., Hindoo Pantheists. This form of Hindoo religious opinion was
very prevalent throughout the fair. ¢ Who isin you?” “Who is speaking by
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you®" are questions with which these persons frequently open a discussion,
intended to prove that “Bruhm,” the Supreme Being, pervades all things, and
especially all sentient beings.

THE CONGREGATIONS.

On the Tth April, I remarked that the laity (in distinction from the falkeers) had
flocked into the fair in such numbers as to displace these in a great measure from
our congregations. Then we had larger congregations, and a larger proportion of
quict listencrs, and a somewhat different order of objections.” Two things I
noticed to be in a great measure absent here—advocacy of Ram, and grumbling
against the British Government; the latter may have been wanting because of
people’s being in good humour with the excellent arrangements of the fair; the
former. it would seem, on account of the Ramayun, by Toolsce Das, being less
studicd in the north-west than in Behar and Tirhoot. The most frequent argu-
ment or illustration urged by the common people in favour of their gods was that
as ;here are many inferior officers of Government whom it is necessary to pro-
pitiate, that by their means one’s request may reach the ears of the Governor-
General, so the devtas (gods) must be propitiated and entreated, in order to ob-
taining blessings from God. ~Easy as it is to show that this illustration is not
pertinent to the subject, it was very frequently brought forward. It was
cvident from the style of remark of a large proportion of our hearers, or
from their silent wonder at the nature of our discourse, that they were
from districts where missionaries had seldom been, or from villages remote
from the influence of missionary stations. It was interesting to hear the
questions of some; and one man, especially, interested us by the readiness with
which he received Brother McCumby's answers to several queries, and when they
told against the Brahmans, the boldness with which he turned to the Brahmans
near him, and impressed the sentiments on them. We had the privilege to meet
and converse with several such deeply-interested and apparently docile characters,
and it cannot but awaken regret that we cannot renew our intercourse with them.
We may never again meet them on earth; but may God, who ever seeth them,
send His Holy Spirit to guide them into saving truth!

INTERESTING CONVERSATIONS.

Others there were who knew more of the New Testament, and who put us on
the defensive by raising objections through false views of the facts recorded there.
One respectable Hindoo from Saharunpore conversed for a considerable time on
two succeeding days, adducing such arguments as these: that it is unjust for one
person to bear another’s punishment ; that it is inconsistent with God's character
that He should have shown merey to one in leading him to Christ, and not to
another; and that Christ should not be addressed as Lord, seeing He prayed in
Gethsemane for the cup to pass from Him. I need not detail the replies given to
these objections and otbers that I have mentioned. R

Two persons, young men, Brahmans from Hatras, came to our tent professing to
wish to embrace Christianity ; but their manner and the tenor of their conversation
did not encourage a good opinion of their sincerity. When leaving Hurdwar to
return, we embarked on a passenger hoat with upwards of sixty persons, intending
to proceed in it to Roorkee. While we were waiting for the boat to put off, a
pundit, who was also going in it, and was sitting on the shore, called Soodeen, and
asked him if he was a Christian ; Soodeen replied that he was. The pundit told
him he had done perfectly right to embrace Christianity, for it was beyond a
doubt the true religion; and added that he would gladly embrace it too, were
there not some obstacles, which he did not explain, that prevented him. We did
not proceed far in the boat before, through unskilfulness or inattention on the
part of the boatmen, it was carried by the rapid current of the canal against a
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pier of a bridge, and we were for a time in great apparent danger of going down.
By the Lord’s goodness, however, hoat and passengers were all kept safe; but we,
in common with most of our fellow-passengers, had to walk to Roorkee. In doing
60, we met again with the pundit, a man whose whole bearing conveyed a most
favourable impression of his character. He saluted us very cordially, and said that
now he had seen, and knew that ours was the true faith, and more to be valued
than tens of thousands of earthly wealth, for it had kept us calm in the midst
of danger that threatened life.

The Lord has graciously brought us all three back to our respective homes in
safety and health. May He enable us to follow our lahours with earnest prayers !
And T would beg of you, and our friends in England, to join your prayers with
ours. -

HOUSE TO HOUSE VISITATION IN DACCA.
BY THE REV. J. SUPPER.

Continued from puye 482,

THE BOOKSELLER'S SHOP.

A few weeks ago I went into a bookshop, thinking that I would find educated
people to converse with. T asked for “ Marshman’s History of India,” which,
with a few other histories of India, was shown me. Expressing much pleasure
in seeing such good books in this shop, I said that it was still very deficient, not
having the Word of God amongst its volumes. This gave rise to a long discus-
sion, whilst the shop filled fast with people. The Trinity of God was chiefly the
subject, which I handled according to Howe, only, of course, in a plain way.
All went on in questions and answers. A Bramho was my dissenter, and the cul-
minating point at last was that the Bramho asserted God existed as one Spirit,
whilst I stated that He existed as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—three Spirits so
thoroughly united together that, as we can say of the distinct body and spirit of
man, they are but one man, so with still greater justice we can say of the three
Spirits, it is but one God. In this conversation there was a Baboo at my side,
who listened till he had heard the Bramho’s as well as my arguments. At last he
took the word, asking me kindly to let him put a few questions to the Bramho.
He quickly repeated my argument, saying that it seemed to him no one could per-
ceive the slightest discrepancy; all was complete, and all was possible. “But now,
Baboo, will you have the goodness, and in the same way, first tell me from where
you know that God is only onc¢ Spirit ; and, secondly, how you then account for
the immense and unlimited variety of God’s attributes? According to you, does
it not seem as if God is less than man ? According to the Sahib’s explanation we
see not that difficulty.” Night fell in, which was a relief for the Bramho, who
was glad to be able to say that there was not sufficient time to give his opinion.
I asked the Baboo, who had taken him up, for his whereabouts. He then walked
with me to my house, and since then he has been several times to see me. He
says that only his old mother keeps him from becoming a Christian now: when
she has died he would not wait any longer.

A MOTHER'S INFLUENCE.

Mothers are often great obstacles in their sons’ way. Poorna Chundra’s mother
(Poorna Chundra is the young man whom Brother Bion lately baptized) is said
to be so ill from grief that she is not expected to live. Another young man
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of good caste also wanted to be baptized, but his mother told him it would
inevitably lead to her death, and the young man has made some postponement.
I could go on to write volumes about my house visitations. Yesterday I had such
a singularly good reception in a rich Zemindar's house that at last, in going with
me to the door, the Baboo said three times, * Sahib, your visits indeed give me
great pleasure. Come sooner the next time ; please, come sooner.” The Baboo
knew English well, but for R. Charun’s sake we spoke Bengali, I have only one
difficulty : it is, that this kind of work requires so much the whole mind ; and
constant endeavour how it could be done better puts me often out of sleep, and
;le]epless nights, as I have them, are more or less injurious. May the Lord
elp ns.

BAPTISTS IN FRANCE,

BY THE REV. V. E, BOUHON, OF GUINGAMP.

I returned to my work here on the 17th May, after a fortnight's absence,
having gone to attend the aunual meetings of our Protestant societies in Paris.
but more particularly to spend myself on behalf of our Baptist Union in France.
As T was about to start, Brother Robineau, of Angers, invited me, in the name
of his church, to come over and preach on my way among them; so I first went
to strengthen these our brethren. They gave me a cordial reception; I found
the schools prospering under a faithful and much loved teacher; the asylum for
the aged only contained five persons, but from various parts of France, and happy
to have been brought to this refuge. All were Romanists years ago. The Sunday
school is frequented quite as much by the adults as by the children of the
cougregation ; several classes are formed under teachers who are members of the
church, and the pastor himself is the superintendent.

The elegant chapel on the Lord's day morning, 5th instant, was attended by
120 or 130 people, chiefly church members and their families.

The service of song was very good, and we felt that the Lord was in our midst
of a truth. How could it be otherwise, since, on the previous Friday evening, at
the prayer-meeting, fifteen sisters and brethren had poured out their hearts hefore
the Lord’s mercy-seat for the prosperity of this little Zion ?

Brother Robineau lately gave a series of discourses on baptism ; four young
men and women have since asked to be buried with Christ, and to be conformed
unto His death ; and next week they are (D. V.) to be baptized, since already
they walked after the Lamb of God. Pastor Robineau and myselt reached Faris
at 4 a.v. on the 6th instant. I much desired to know how Brother Lenoir was;
since be had come down to Brittany last summer, to visit our little flock here, and
chiefly for the sea-bathing (his health failing him), we had prayed for him, as he
was also publicly prayed for in Paris. My surprise was great on learning that
the previous day, 5th May, he had been gathered to his rest, and that I was
invited to attend his funeral.

Among the ministers who led the devations or offered short exhortations, during
this solemn service, was Brother Lepoids, pastor of the Baptist church meeting
now near the Bank cf France (in rue des Bons Enfants 19, Paris). After writing
his short but learned book against * The Baptism of Children,” Brother Lenoir has
caused his church to adopt immersion as the Biblical mode of putting on Christ
publicly, whilst at the same time he continued to love as Christian brethren those
who had not yet so confessed their Saviour.
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The unfeigned tears of his flock, and the cordial sympathy of all the Fvangelical
Protestants present, will be remembered as the true measure of his worth as a
minister of the Gospel in France, as well as in Paris. Not only did he watch for
souls, but he was mindful also of the people’s physical health; so that often he
led a suffering one to the Great Physician whilst administering to the bodily
wants, to restore health. He was only forty-two years of age.

It was after his funeral that was held the meeting of Baptist ministers (and
other members of our churches) for which I had specially gone to Paris. We met
on Wednesday, 8th instant, at 2 p.a., in the new Baptist meeting rooms. There
were present : Brethren Crétin, of Denain (Nord), President ; A. Dez, Secretary ;
Victor Lepoids, of Paris; Cadot, of Chauny ; Boileau, of Lafére ; Marc Robineau,
of Angers, and myself. Besides Brethren Vignal and Vorgnieres, as Evangelists.
The absence of Brother Jenkins from our midst was much regretted. As he had
written to several members of the conference stating the causes of his unavoidable
absence, I was charged in the name of all to inform him of our proceedings, and
to express to him our disappointment at not meeting him again.

1. The union among the various churches was our first subject of consideration.
It was recognized that this union existed and had grown since the meeting in
1865, although perhaps not so visibly as some could have wished. On account of
the infancy of the churches (which have sprung from missionary efforts), and of
their general poverty, it was agreed that, until a proper representation of the
churches could institute a yearly conference, at least tbe pasters and such as
could come to Paris should meet for mutual edification, the exchange of local
information, discussion of important and actual questions, and also to hear special

reports or essays read by those brethren who had proposed particular subjects of
real interest.

2. Visits to the churches by the pastors exchanging pulpits, as often as prac-
ticable, were strenuously recommended and approved.

To realize this resolution, already carried out by my visit to the church at
Angers, Brethren Crétin and Boileau desired me to devote a week or two among
their flocks in the Aisne and Nord. Glad as I was to see this show of confidence,
and whilst, personally, I much desired to accede to their requests, I could only
promise to visit Lafere on the 12th inst. This enabled Pastor Boileau to go to
Lyons and St. Etienae, to visit the two little flocks meeting in those cities.

3. After a general communication of local information, showing the progress
that had been made by the various churches, the conference encouraged Brother
Robineau to publish his discotirses on Baptism.

4, Among the questions proposed for special study, and to be reported on next
year (D.V.), the following were adopted unanimously :—
1. “ Religious Liberty, and how to enjoy
it in France actually.” e
2. ¢“ The Lord’s Day, and its practical
observance.” e e e e A. Dsz, Reporter.
8. “ On Worship in the Assembly.” . . M. Ropixeau, Reporter.

The conference was closed by a prayer offered by Brother Boilean. It had
lasted three hoursand a half.

Whilst in Paris I attended the English meeting at the Baptist chapel, on the
Tuesday, 7th instant. It was the first week-night scrvice, and but few, say 20
at most, were present. I was happy to meet there a memb_er of our Commljctee,
Mr. W. G. Lewis, of Bayswater. He presided. The meeting, which was chiefly
devotional, but in which we both made remarks, he on the subject of the Great
Exhibition, and I concerning the work of the Gospel in Brittany.

Victor Bounow, Reporter.
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According to the arrangement made in the conference, X visited the church at
Lafére on the 11th, and received hospitality in the absent pastor’s house. On the
Lord's day, 12th instant, the simple meeting-house of the Baptist church was well
filled twice for Divine service, at 10 and 2 o’clock, by earnest and homely peasant
people, among whom were to be noticed a few townsfolk and several artillerymen
from the Imperial barracks. One of the hearers I had near the pulpit was busy,
on both occasions, taking down, in shorthand, the discourse. These brethren
generally belp the minister by closing the meeting with several prayers of thanks-
giving, wbich three or more church members offer in turn. The singing, if not
so artistic as in Angers, was quite as hearty and general, truly expressing the
praises of the worshipping assembly. The Sunday school was held between the ser-
vices, and under the direction of my note-taking hearer, a very suitable one, I should
say, to be superintendent. In order to remain together during the Lord’s day,
these brethren and their families bring their meals with them in baskets, and sit
in the chapel or walk in the pastor’s garden adjoining. This enabled several who
reside at a distance to stay for an evening prayer-niceting, and thus passed away
another day of rest on earth.

If fatigued in body and in mind, owing to much activity in Paris, I was quite
refreshed in spirit, and felt thankful for having scen this church. Ties of Chris-
tian love now unite the centre, the north, and the west of France. Let us only
persevere, instant in season and out of season, expecting and attempting great
things for our Lord, and we shall break forth on the right and on the left till we
fill the land with His praises.

REPLY OF SIR JOHN PETER GRANT.

WE have great pleasure, at the request of our esteemed Missionary, the Rev. Ww.
Dendy, to insert the following reply of the Governor of Jamaica to the address of
the churches over which he presides :—

“ Reply of Sir J. P. Grant, Governor, to the Salters' Hill and Maldon Address.

«T am sincerely obliged to you for your congratulations on my appointment as
Governor of this Island by Her Most Gracious Majesty the Queen.

“Tt is my one object to promote the good of all classes, and the general pros-
perity of the colony. Wholly unconnected as I am with past events in Jamaica,
it ought not to be beyond my power to keep myself free from the influences of
party spirit, if any such spirit still lingers here after the state of things in which
it was engendered has passed away.

« T have full confidence in your assurance of your grateful and loyal feelings to
our Queen. It would indeed be unaccountable were such feelings wanting in
emancipated Jamaica. .

«Tn that submission to the law which you have been taught as a duty you will
find your own happiness and security ; and if to that duty you add the doing of
justice to yourselves by industry and good conduct, your prosperity 18 not

doubtful. « J. P. GRANT.”
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HOME PROCEEDINGS.

Misstonary meetings have been held during the last month at Stockwell, and in
various towns of Cornwall, attended by the Rev. F. Trestrail, the Rev. S. Newman
being his companion in Cornwall. At St. Alban’s, the Annnal Services were
attended by the Rev. R. Smith and Dr. Underhill. Mr. Smith has also addressed
the young people at Mazepond and Lewisham Road. The Missionary meeting at
Lyons Hall was addressed by the Rev. D. J. East, the Treasurer taking the chair
on the occasion.

An unusually interesting service was held, on the 11th July, at Regent’s Park,
when the Rev. C. B. Lewis gave an able lecture on the religious condition of
India, and on the origin and progress of our Missions in that great country. The
Hon. Sir R. A. Lush took the chair, and at the close tendered a vote of thanks to
Mr. Lewis amidst the warmest expressions of approval on the part of the audience.
We hope that this admirable lecture will shortly issue from the press.

During the past month cireulars will have reached our friends throughout the
country, appealing to them for aid to extinguish the debt and to augment the funds
of the Society by adding at least one-third to their present contributions. We
trust that this appeal will meet with a cordial response. It will not be found
difficult to add one-third to the amount usually raised ; and we respectfully urge
upon our friends steadily to keep this point in view. If any additional motives
are required to excite the liberality of the friends of the Society, it may be found
in the earnest plea embodied in the letter addressed to the Committee by the Reyv.
C. B. Lewis, aud inserted in the pages of the Baptist Magazine.

THE SEVENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE SOCIETY'S EXISTENCE.

In the circular referred to above, it is stated that on Lord’s day, October 13th,
the Society wili complete the 75th year of its existence; and it is suggested to
commemorate the day by a simultaneous collection throughout the churches. We
are lappy to add the following remarks of the Treasurer, in a note with which
lre has favoured us:—

“ London, July, 1867.

« Dear BreTEREN,—On undertaking the Treasurership of our Missionary
Society, I am anxious to sce every obstacle to its efficient working removed, and
the extension of its influence as far as possible promoted. In order to the fulfl-
ment of my desires in these respects it is necessary that the debt referred to in the
accompanying circular should be liquidated, and a considerable increase of annual
contributions secured. May I therefore commend the subject to your kind and
prayerful attention ?

“Yn QOctober next the Society will, as stated, have been founded three-quarters
of a century; and it scems therefore a peculiarly appropriate time for making
such arrangements as will enable us then to have a service of thanksgiving.

T trust that, by the blessing of God upon our united efforts, one element of
our gratitude upon that occasion will be found in the greatly improved state of the
Society's finances.

“T am, dear Brethren,
“Yours affectionately in Christ Jesus,
“Josern TrITTON."

DECEASE OF THE REV. T. PHILLIPS.

It is with much regret that we have to announce the _decease of the Rev T.
Phillips, formerly a Missionary of the Society at Muttra, in Northern India. He
died at Darjeeling, on the 16th May. About a year ago he returned to India,
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after a long residence in this country, with the hope of resmming his old labours as
a herald of the cross to the l}eathen. These_ expectations are now at an end. When
extremely weak, he still insisted on preaching ; a few days afterwards he expired.

ARRIVAL OF MR. GILLOTT.

We are happy to announce the safe arrival in Bombay of Mr. Gillott, on the
Sth of May. The death of Mr. Cassidy has, of course, deranged all his plans; but
he was about to proceed to IPoonah to see what arrangements could be made for
the continuance of the work in which Mr. Cassidy had been engaged.

VALEDICTORY SERVICE.

A valedictory service will be held on the evening of the 7th August, in Salters’
Hall Chapel, Baxter Road, Ball's Pond Road, to commend to the blessing and care
of God our Missionary brethren, the Revs. C. B. Lewis, Jno. Gregson, and Thos
Martin, with their families, who will sail for India on the 10th inst. A tea-
mecting will precede the service, in which the congregations of Salters' Hall and
Cross Street chapels will unite with other friends.

A similar service will be held in Bristol on the 1st August, to take leave of the
Rev. W. Thomas, just accepted by the Committee for Missionary service in Bengal.
Qur {riends will be interested to know that Mr. Thomas is a son of our %ate
highly-valued Missionary, the Rev. J. Thomas, of ‘Calcutta, and will rejoice that
the son has resolved to tread in the steps of a father who was so eminent a servant
of Christ.

CONTRIBUTIONS

From 1st June, 1867, to 18th July, 1867,
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JAMAICA SPECIAL FUND,
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SAvANNa-LA-MAg, Hutchins, Mra.,

SmonTwoop, Maswell, J., April 8, Junc 9.

Spanyst TowN, Osbourne, R, Mar. 21; Phil-
lippo, J. M., Feb. 23, Mar. 7, April 9, 22
May 8, 20, 21, Jane 5.

St. ANN's Bav, Millard, B., Feb, 23, Mar. 7
April 5, 23.

Tre ALps, O'Mealley, P., April 8.

WALDENSIA, Claydon, W., Mur. 4, 9, Kingdon, J.,
May 7.

Subscriptions and Donations in aid of the

Baptist Missionary Society will be thankfully

reccived by Josepl Tritton, Fisq, Treasurer; by the Rev. Frederick Trestrail, and

Edward Bean Underhill, LL.D., Secretaries,

at the Mission House, 2, John Street, Bedford

Row, LONDON; in EDINBURGH, by the Rev. Jonathan Watcon, and John MacAndrew, Esg';
in GLascow, by John Jackson, Esq.; in CALCOTTA, by the Rev, J. Wenger, Baptist

Mission Press. Contributions can also he

paid in at Messrs. Barclay, Bevan, Tritton

Twells, and Co.’s. 54, Lombard Street, to the account of the L'reasurer.





