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HINDUISM DESCRIBED BY A HINDU.

IxN no way, perhaps, is the influence of education, and of the spread of true
ideas on matters of religion, on the Hindu population beyond the range of
the Christian Church, more remarkably seen than in the Lectures which,
from time to time, educated natives give to their countrymen in the insti-
tutes and clubs which are springing up in many parts of India. One of
these lectures is now before us, sent by our Missionary, the Rev. H. Heinig,
of Benares. It was read at the Benares Institute, on the 24th of December
last, by the Secretary of his Highness the Maharajah of Vizianagram, before a
goodly number of educated native gentlemen, together with the gentlemen of
the station belonging to the civil service of the Government. The Maharajah
and his son were also present. The Institute usually meets in the spacious
hall of 2 native gentleman’s house, near our Mission House, on a Saturday
evening.

After a perusal of the lecture we are not surprised to learn that the native
gentlemen present were very angry; for it strikes at the root of many
pernicious Hindu customs, and describes most truthfully the character and
effects of the religion in whose chains the people are held captive.

We will briefly analyse the lecture, and submit a few of the more striking
passages. The lecturer commences with a condensed view of the national
literature, which he divides into three periods—the Vedic, Puranic, and the
Classical. He next proceeds to describe the origin of caste, and the relations
established in ancient times between the priest and the soldier, the latter
acquiring regal power and confining the priest to religions duties. From
improper alliances sprang the inferior castes. The early Vedic period was
the most pure; in the Puranic, morals, learning, and government became
debased and anarchical. In the Classical period numerous schools of philo-
sophy sprung up, but learning and education were crushed under the load of
pedantry which attended their revival, The Mohammedan rule which
followed threw everything iuto confusion, especially in religion ;  the
centres of reference, information, and instruction having been all swept
away by foreign conquest, there was not the least coherence and unity in our
religious matters.” But reformers appeared in the bosom of Hindu society,
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some of whom, by their doctrines, relaxed the bonds of caste, and only
immersed their votaries * still more in the depths of sensuality.” There was
neither unity of faith, nor uniformity in modes of government. “One set of
people acted according to the institutes of Manu; another adhered to the
tenets of Parasara; a third adopted the dicta of Yajnavalkya; a fourth
followed the rules of Gautama, and so forth, without any distinetion what-
ever; and to this circumstance 1s to be attributed the diversity of local
customs and manners in India.” ’

The lecturer then proceeds to commend the education given in the G overn-
ment schools, and to urge his hearers to secure it for their children, whom
he represents as growing up the “most despicable wretches and the most
abandoned rakes.” He even thinks it the duty of the Queen’s Government
forcibly to educate the young scions of native royalty, and compares the
peace, order, and prosperity of the districts governed by Europeans, with
those which remain in the effete hands of native rajahs and administrators.
He describes the countries governed by native rulers as “areas overgrown
with rank vegetation and living human skeletons, with scarcely a rag to
cover their nakedness, living in huts, which appear as if built for atemporary
residence. 1f the native rulers,” he adds, “ were as educated as the educated
English officers, the contrast would not exist.” He evidently regrets the
non-annexation policy of the British Government; and thinks that the least
our Government can do is to “take care that none but thoroughly educated
native rulers rule the country, now under native chiefs and princes.”

He nexst treats of the evils of polygamy, the importance of widow
re-marriage, and the necessity for female education. Hé condemns the-
custom of feeding idle Brahmins, the seclusion and vices of the Zenanah, and
urges the importance of not neglecting the education of thelower castes, who.
are led into superstition and vice by their priests.

But his strongest language is reserved for a description of the state of
religion among the people. We must quote his words at length . —

“ We come tothe Augean stables of our religion, the never failing source ofall our-
misery, of our demoralization, ofall our deterioration ; in short of our ruin and fall.
Our faith, as all of you are aware, is of two kinds, one idolatrous and the other mono-
theistic; yet both are so intermixed that it is impossible to treat of the one
without touching the other. We have indeed a trinity to represent the creating,
the preserving, and the destroying powers; and we are charitable enough to give
each of these gods a wife. Then we have the ten incarnations of the preserving
power. We have recognized a heaven and a lhell. Then we have idolized and
deified everything possible, giving at the same tinie, with sedulous care, a wife to
each god. 'This is a puranic account of our popular faith. In the superior system
which is generally called the vedanta philosophy, there is but one self existent
eternal Supreme Being, who is the cause of all, and into whom every thing is
finally absorbed. In both systems man is nota free agent; prompted by the
within-himselt scated power he acts; yet inconsistently he enjoys the fruits of”
his good actions, and suffers pain for the bad ones. In the vedanta system
heaven and lell are not formally recognized. In both our souls pass through
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many bodies, not only human, but also those of all sorts of animals, nay, even
through different parts of inanimate creation. We cannot blame our ancestors
for building such a system of theology for us; but asintelligent and rational beings
it behoves us to examine whether our present religious ideas are consonant with
reason, and whether they are calculated to give us happiness both here and
hereafter. Idolatrv is denounced by our own texts; it is indeed intended for
small intellects. If we attribute to God the creation of this world; if we endow
him with the qualities of omnipotence, omnipresence, and omniscience ; if we call
him the regulator of every mundane thing, how can we, without inconsistency,
represent him as a small idol? Is it not the greatest insult that we can
offer to the Almighty by representing him in any shape? Can we re-
present him? Do we know his form, his features? Are our senses ca-
pable of comprehending them? . . .. ... The shape in which we worship
Mahadeva is most revolting to all who have any sense of decency and personal
respect left in them. Not to say that we regard the numerous idols as monu-
ments of some bygone powers and no more ; this would be something reasonable
at least; on the contrary, we regard every idol we worship as the self existent,
eternal, supreme being, who is the cause of everything and into whom everything is
Jinally absorbed. 'Then again, our ideas of godhead are confined to the rooms in
which we worship these idols: we are saints so long as we are seated near these
idols, and are worshipping them ; but the moment we lose sight of them, we are
the most abandoned profligates and sinners. We lie; we steal; we deceive; we
commit rape; we murder all day long, and all night long; and then early in the
morning we bathe in the Ganges, whose filthy waters wash away our sins,
and then worship our idols who pardon us. Preposterous and absurd! There
cannot be a more conceivable folly than this. Purity of personal character is
nothing to many of us : the Ganga and our idols help us to heaven !”

The lecturer then proceeds to expose the folly of the excuse that these
terrible results of idolatry are excusable, since those who fall into them are
not free agents, that what is done is prompted by the divine essence
implanted in man! It is said, “ we do nothing of our own accord ; not even
the act of worshipping our favourite idols! All this nonsense,” he adds, “is
the fruit of endless and superstitious priesteraft under which we groan.”

To meet this sad state of demoralization the lecturer recommends the
Vedanta system, which he affirms to be true monotheism, and a regard for
which would correct many of the evils of the land. .

“Let us always carry with us the idea that God is continually present with us,
not only when we worship the ugly idol in the puja rcom, but everywhere, whether
we may be at home or abroad, whether alone or in company, whether we
are on land or in water, whether we are debauching or helping our poor and helpless
neighbours: and this idea will restrain us from many an iniquitous act. Let us
fear God in His omnipotence, for to fear Him is the beginning of wisdom ; let us
love Him in his omnipresence and omniscience.”

Before leaving the subject of religion, our author gives the following
character to the fakirs, sunyasis, and others of the same class, who pretend
extraordinary holiness, and receive, on that account, the worship and reverence
of the people :—

“T wish to allude to our foolishness in believing in the supernatural powers of
some men whose worldly character is all that is revolting, and who with long
_beards, gross painted marks, dishevelled hair and un}_)ared n_allS, suceessfully
impose upon many of us, even those, whose experience, if nothing else, ought to

shew them that such men are professional impostors, actuated by various motives
which it does not always require much penetration to find out. Some of such im-
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postorsaffect such a deep acquaintance with the mysteries of nature, that they
lead away pcople by the idea that they can convert baser metals into gold,
Beliefs in these things have existed all over the world, and do still exist in several
parts. From all civilized countries these heliefs scem to be driven out; for their
cxistence is not only inconsistent with reason, but highly detrimental to the
progress of a mation and to its happiness. . . .. . . Then again we Dbelieve in
sorcery. We say that there is a number of devils who are in the service of some
impostor, and that they ean do all that man cannot do. Sir, this also is opposed to
reason, for if we believe in the omnipotence of our Almighty, we believe in His
power being superior to any other imaginable being.”

He ends the lecture by praising the British rule, which, nevertheless, he
thinks ought to interfere more with the foolish customs of the people. He
wonld have the Government to put down polygamy, to enforce the re-marriage
of widows; and, above all, he desires the Government to compel the native
chiefs to educate their sons. Till this is done they should “ be left as little
political independence as possible.” He complains, however, that the
European gentlemen do not treat the Hindu gentry and princes as their
equals. He hopes these differences will soon cease, and that ¢ they shall be
more happy in our social intercourse with our rulers.”

Another society, somewhat similar to the above, exists in Benares, and 1t is
evident that the resuscitation of thought, the quickening of mind and con-
science, which the introduction of the Gospel into India has occasioned, dre
rapidly spreading, even beyond the immediate range of Missionary instruction.
We look on this both as a testimony of the efficiency of our work, and as a
most hopeful sign of the future. It may be that it is only a litzle leaven
that Missionaries have cast into the heathen mass around them; but it is
nevertheless working, and in due time will leaven the whole lamp.

RELIGIOUS MOVEMENT AMONG THE SANTHALS.

We desire to call the attention of our readers to the following papers from our
self-denying and indefatigable missionary, the Rev. E. Johnson. The facts he
details are deeply interesting, and we cannot doubt that our readers will, with
one consent, offer prayer to God for His blessing on the efforts being made to
bring the Santhals to Christ :—

“T am just coming to the close of a most interesting tour, and I hasten to give
some of the particulars whilst they are fresh in my mind.”

HOPES AND PROSPECTS.

“Do you ask, ‘Brother, what hopes have you of the Sonthals becoming
Christians ?* then hear! So deeply impressed with the truth did I notice the
people of five villages which I visited—that I persuaded them allin a body to fall
down on their faces before God and worship Him with me through Jesus Christ.
This they readily, and gladly complied with, in some instances repeating with
much earnestness the words of prayer with me. Readily and gladly did they
receive the name of Jesus Messiah, repeating it with a solemnity and earnest-
ness, which T have never beard in any Iindoo or Bengali mouth. And not only
these five villages, but everywhere we preached, did I find a general readiness to
receive the word of God. In two instances, two whole villages headed by their
chief. even came down to our camp in a body, to hear the word of God. In
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another, on a Sunday, they all came in a body, and were so struck with the
excellency of the Christian doctrine, that they said they would come again in the
evening. Evening came but not my friends. Thinking they would not come I
conducted our usual worship. But lo: and behold ! worship was scarcely over,
when down came my friends, lead by their Manjhi. ... ¢ Why, [ am tired ' I cannot,’
‘Oh! but you must; did we not say we would come ? Are we not all ready to
hear the word? tell us again the story from the beginning;’ and so sitting
down by the light of the moon, I again told the story of God’s love to man. They
listened on ; singing and prayer over, they said, * No more ? let us hear more.
And had I had strength and time they would have remained till 12 o’clock at
night. *And now,’ said the head man, ‘ this is the second time we have heard the
warning to leave the boughas,’ (or demons of worship ) whatare we to do? ¢ Well,
friends,’ said I, ¢ judge amongst yourselves; only remember this one thing, that the
village which consents to give up its demon worship, to that village, by some
means or another, I will give a Christian teacher.” ¢Well, tell us your rules;
What does your Jesus eat?” ‘Friends, he eats nothing; he only requires the
heart. He asks not your hens, or your goats; he asks your hearts”” ¢Teach us
then how to pray,’ say the people of another village. *Stay but one more day and
then we shall have learnt properly.’ Everywhere there is a general thirst to hear
the word of God. In one instance a Santhal seeing a Sabib coming, and thinking
that something of his would be violently taken away, or perhaps that he would be
made to carry a burden, hid himself; but meeting with one of my young men, he
asked who I was. When told that I was a teacher, he said, *Oh! how I wish I
had known that, I would have gone and heard him; but you are one of his
disciples, tell me some of the teaching;’ and so he heard, and thus in many
instances did I find that among the Santhals there was a great desire to hear the
word. ‘How shall we serve Him? What shall we do?’ Everywhere we went
this was the enquiry.”

AN APPEAL.

“T am thankful to say that now my tongue is loosed, and I am able to speak
freely to them the things of heaven: I have got three Santhal youths with me, who
are under instruction. They have been of great service to me during my journey,
and I hope they will make good preachers of the word, and that they will soon
offer themselves for baptism. But now isa very anxious time. The Santhals are
as it were on the turning point. If the movement once begins with one of their
head men their whole nation (for indeed they may be called such, for none except
those who have seen this vast country can form any idea of their numbers) will
come over to the truth. And now, dear brethren, success amongst these people
rests with you.  Your faith and your prayers will bring down the blessing.
Can you prevail with God at this time? All Santhalistan is yours; it is not
money now that is wanted, but it is power of a very peculiar kind; it is the prayer
of Gossner, the prayer of fasting and faith, that brought 20,000 Coalies to the Lord,
that is required. Can you but hold up my hand now, and Israel shall prevail.
Itis out of my power to offer that prayer which shall be answered in the bring-
ing of all these people, with one consent to serve the Lord. Do, I beseech, you,
then turn your hearts to this field—these ¢ last’ do indeed seem as if they would be
‘first” My soul yearns over them, for I feel as if the Lord had kept them thus
long for Himself, in not allowing them to intermix with their Hindoo neighbours.
But this state of things cannot last long. The gospel has now gone forth to them.
It will either be to their elevation in this world and salvation In the next, or else
to their utter extinction and damnation. If the gospel prevails they will leave
their Hindoo neighbours behind, and be a witness for God in this spiritually
dead country. But if through our indifference, worldliness, coldness and unspin
tuality, no more effect is produced on them than that which has shown itselfin
the Hindoos for the last 50 years, then, then, Santhalistan is lost. The deadly
shade of a half-civilized Hindooism will spread itself over thent. The abominable
influence of a nominal European Christianity will overshadow them (though not
draw them) and these simple mountaineers will become tenfold more the children of
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hell than they were before. Then, brethren, the work is yours. Oh! lift up
your hands and your hearts in fasting and prayer, that this, as yet simple nation,
may be brought to the bosom of Jesus.”

CHARACTER OF THE SANTHALS.

¢TI will just conclude with a few remarks on the natural character of the Santhals
—their great hospitality. Wherever I met with Santhal villages I had not to buy
any milk; it was cheerfully and willingly given me. 1In one instance my
wooden axle broke, another one was supplied; but on no account would the
Santhal take anything for it. 'We were often pressed to partake of something in
the villages we preaclied in before we left. An openness, willingness, frankness,
and kindness, showed itself amongst them everywhere. What a contrast to the
Bengali villages amongst them! where my servants could not obtain anything
cven for nioney.

“ Their great simplicity. With cloths thrown back, and open honest simple
faces, did their women come out to listen, and frequently to welcome us with
their smiling countenances. They have a good deal of rustic beauty, and their
countenances bear much of the English caste about them. I can see the hand of
God 1u making their country so unhealthy to the European. Blest be His name for
it, for were it not so, doubtless the steps of the vile and debased nominal European
Christian would find their way to the polluting of these simple daughters of the
vale.”

THE BENGALI BIBLE WOMAN'S DIARY.

BY MRS. HOBBS OF JESSORE.

Apmir 13th—Visited a Boonooa Parah, in Doree Magoorah; twenty women
were present. At first we entered into conversation about sin, and how it entered
the world ; after which one woman said, “ We have never heard these things
before, so how can we dispute your words? But I will fetch some one who can
dispute it.” TUpon this an old man made his appearance, to which I, at first,
objected, saying, “I only came to converse with the women, and did not feel com-
petent to dispute with men oun these matters.” ‘‘ Never mind,” said they, *he is
only an old man ; you may talk to him.” So, seeing he was afflicted with leprosy,
I began to read the 9th chapter of John, our Lord’s miracle on the man who was
born blind. Then another conversation ensued, about faith and our duty to
obey God's commandments. I then said to the diseased old man, “Ifa {riend said
to you do not eat fish, or do not eat fruit, it will make you worse, 'ought you to
receive their word, or ought you to go on eating those things that increase your
sickness ? " He admitted that he ought uot to act in_opposition to those w.h(?
advised him for his good. Then said I, ‘God says “ If you sin you sh.a.ll die.
You are a father. Suppose you told your child if she did a certain 'thu‘l,g you
would punish her, would you be pleased when you heard she ha:d done it ? All
of them said they should be very angry. “And so is God angry,” said I, *“when we
disobey him.” They then took refuge in being the worshippers of Shiva; but I
told them Shiva could never save them from the wrath to come, and finished by
directing them to the Saviour, and begged them to believe in the only begotten
Son of God. . )

Returning home we were accosted by three women in another Parah, who said
they heard we had good news to tell them, and wished to hear.- As it was getting
dark I promised to see them on the morrow. * We wish to hear something now,
said they, so we sat down under a tree and read to them part of 14th chapter of
John. After a little while a young man joined them. I have heard something
about these things before,” he said ; and turning to his companions, he said, « Their
words are good ; we cannot dispute them. I3ut how can we become Chrlstla_nsl
We are too much afraid of our relatives to do so.’ Alas! how many shield
themselves under this excuse ?
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May 24th.—Went to a Musulman Parah in Magoorah; five women were
present. Read to them 19th chapter of John's Gospel, and talked about two
particular verses, especially on the judgment of Pilate, that he could find no fault
in Jesus. Then asked the women it Mahomet was faultless ? to which they
answered “ No.” Tlen asked, “ How is it that you put your trust in one that
committed sin, when you will not believe in one who was faultless #’ To this they
made no reply, and I told them how He who did no sin was crucified for us
sinners. They listened with some attention, and then said, < 'This is all new to
us; we have never heard these things before, so what can we do?” Just at this
time an old man came in sight, and one woman said, “ Be silent ; let us hear what
the old man will say.” On seeing me the following conversation ensued :—* Who
are you?” ‘I am one of the native Christians from the Padre Sahib's house.”
“Why have you'come here? ” * To talk to your women, and tell them some things
they do not know. You have the Koran and we have the New Testament, so let
us talk about them.” ¢ Very well. But I say prayers every day; what more do
I want to know ? But I am willing to hear, so goon.” “ Well, then,” I said, “you
are an old man, you cannot live very much longer, have you thought about what
will become of you ?” . *“ What need have I to think about it? I have my land to
cultivate, and all these (pointing to his family) to care for ; if I do not attend to
that, what will become of them ?” ¢ Quite right,” I replied, ** you ought to cultivate
your land, and care for those belonging to you ; but I see you have a good many
things belonging to you, do you know that when you die you cannot take these
riches with you?” '"Then read to him latter part of 16th chapter of Luke (Rich
man and Lazarus). I told them to mark the difference between those two per-
sons after death, and how they went to different places. **Yes,” said the old man,
“they would not let the poor man go to the same place with the great man.” DBut
when I showed him that the poor man went to the best place he was much
-astonished. And T urged him as the head of the family to attend to instruction,
and see that his family were taaght before it was too late, as no one was permitted
to go to the rich man’s family after his death, their time being past, neither was
Lazarus allowed to give him a drop of water to cool his parched tongue.

Next day, went to another house in the same Parah, where two women, mother
-and daughter, were widows. Several other persons came to see and talk with us ;
bat very soon some began to go away. I said, “ Do not go away, I have a good
word for you all.” To which an old woman replied, ¢ Yes, yvour words are good,
I will hear them.” Another said, “I must go ; if I listen I shall be a Christian.”
Upon hearing this, I told them I wished them all to understand that it was quite
impossible for me to make them Christians. If words would make you Christians
you would all have been so long ago; for, of course, we wish you to be Christians,
or we should never come to tell you about Christ, and it is only by faith in him
that you can become such. I then read part of the 15th chapter of John's
Gospel. At this time one of the widows began to weep very much, and to talk
ahout her late husband. She had only been a widow a few weeks, and she said
that she could find no comfort. Another then began to sing one of the Bengali
hymns, in which comfort in affliction is the principal theme; and as the poor
woman was soothed by it, I also repeated another hymn, composed by my late
husband, and told her how well I could sympathize with her, for L too, was a
widow. My husband had only been dead two years, but God had given me
-comfort, and if she would fix her mind on God, and ask Him to bear ler trouble
for her, she would also find comfort, as I had done. She promised to try; and
begging me to come again soon, I left her ; but she followed me, and accompanied
me almost houre, saying, * Do come again soon.”

June 25th.—Went to the house of a woman of the Dae Caste (midwife) ; four
women present, and read part of 6th chapter of John, viz, ** He that believeth on
me shall have everlasting life.” One woman among then asked, * What is ever-
lasting life?”" T tried to explain to her how Jesus Christ came into the world and
gave his life to save sinners, that wliosoever believeth on him should besaved from
punishment after death. I then pointed out the hindrances peculiar to her caste
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which is considered unclean by all others, so that no one will eat with them.
Nevertheless, they think that 1f they wash their bodies, cleanse their house, and
put on clean garments after they have done their work, that they can then take
the name of Allah (God). I told her that in the Saviour’s day there werc a class
of people called Pharisees, who believed in outward washing and purification ;.
but that could never take away sin, or save our souls. Upon hearing this the
poor woman held her breath, beat her breast violently, and throwing up her:
hands exclaimed, “ Then, if I am like that, what shall I do? If cleansing myself
is of nouse, how shall I take the name of Allah ?"" *Listen,” I said, “ I will read
what Jesus spoke: * He that believeth on me hath everlasting life, and I will raise
him up at the last day.'”

OPENING OF A NEW CHAPEL AT MAKKAWITTE.

BY THE REV. H. R. PIGOTT, OF COLOMBO.

Tue Makkawitte New Chapel was opened for public worship, on Tuesday, the-
28th of August. This was one of Mr. Allen’s stations; he commenced the
preacher’s house in 1863, and was obliged to leave for Epgland shortly after;
last year he commenced the chapel, and it was almost finished when he died, when,.
again, a work commenced by him in this station, was left to me to finish. Little
did T think, when I asked him to open the Hanwelle Chapel, that he would not
be alive to open his own chapel, at Makkawitte.— All, all on earth is shadow.”

The receipts and expenditure, on account of the preacher’s house, the ground,
and the chapel at Makkawitte, are as follows, viz, :—

EXPENDITTURE. i{‘ECEIPTS.

To cash paid for ground . . £ 24 0 0 | Bysubscriptionsfrom Natives. £ 58 9 11
To cost of house. . . . . 101 0 O | Bysubscriptionsfrom Colombo 31 7 6
To cost of chapel . . . . 118 18 10 | By Collection by Mr. Carterin
England . . . . Sor 517 o
By Collection at Opening Ser-
Y e o PR 310m
Paid by B. M. Society to )
31st Dec., 1865.£96 13 9 144 13 6
Paid by B. M. Society
in 1866 . L£47199
Total . . . . . . £243 18 10 Total . . £243 18 10

There were about 500 people present at the opening service, about 200 had to sitr
in the open air and verandah of house. 'We had representatives from almost all
our stations. James Silva, and five bullock-bandy loads of people from Grand
Pass; J. J. Gooneskere, and thirty-five of his flock from Gonawelle; J. Melder,
and many of the Byamville people; Nadap, with some of the Kotigahawatte
people; * P. Perera, T. D. Hendrick, D. 'Botaju, M. Gooneskere, Wesleyan
minister of Sedoon, and many Wesleyan Christians; one brother, who walked
from Morotto (about 29 miles) ; six members of the Pettah Church, and one
soldier of the 25th Regiment of Foot. Whytoo Nadan preached the sermon ;
addresses were given by Jas. Silva, H. R. Pigott, V. Vangezzel (a Pettah member),
and Mr. Gooneskere (Wesleyan missiopary) ; Messrs. M. H. Perera, J. J.
Gooneskere, Peter Perera, and Jno. Melder, also took part io the meeting. The
collection was £3 10s. 11d. There was one 10s. note, and about 30s, in silver, the
remainder consisted of copper coins valued 1d., 3d., +d., 3d., 3d., 3d. &d.

*DMr. Alwis, and representatives from Matakooly ; seventeen school children from our
aouse, these latter were up almost the whole of the night belore, dressxlng, ete., for :}}e
journey ; they started at 3 o’clock, a.um., in two bullock-Landies, and arrived home again
at 11 p.m. Mrs. Pigott was quite proud of the appearance of her girls.
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The Makkawitte chapel being finished, we have chapels in all our stations, and
preachers’ houses in the following, Grand Pass, Byamville, Kotigahawatte,
Weilgama, and Makkawitte. I wish we had houses in the other stations, for it is
very difficult as well as expensive, to hire suitable houses.

A MISSIONERY JOURNEY IN HAITI

BY THE REV. W. BAUMANN.

I speNT about a fortnight at St. Raphael, where the services were well attended
by the members, and also by a good number of favourably-disposed persons, wbo,
most probably will, one after another, join, sooner or later, the congregation.
With pleasure did I find amongst them about half-a-dozen of young men actively
and zealously engaged in spreading the Gospel amongst the large country and
mountain population of the neighbourhood. In fact, it is obvious that here there
is a number of christiang really desirous of living a life faithful to their calling.
Besides, the fact of their having bought a piece of land, and erected a little chapel
amidst many hindrances and difficulties, and all this by their own means, is ample
proofofthis. Ihad, whilst there, to baptize two men, one from Dondon and one from
the vicinity of St. Raphael. The congregation has more than doubled since the
visit of 1863, notwithstanding the disruption that took place in consequence of the
deacon, who had been the commanding officer of the locality, being transferred to
Dondon, a more important place, about six or eight miles from St. Raphael,
when, of course, his family followed him, and several other members attached to
the military service. This, however, far from arresting the spread of the Gospel,
proved, on the contrary, a means of reviving the cause of our Redeemer at
Dondon ; our friends, when arriving there, continuing to meet together, which
reminded me in some way of the fact related in Acts viii. 1. as compared with
Acts xi. 19 to 21. There had been formerly -a good number of Baptists at
that place, but they had almost all returned to the world. Soon, however, with
these godly people in their midst, and the very commanding officer of the place,
our worthy deacon, setting them a good example, the cause began to prosper
again. They asked Brother Métellus to come over from time to time, which he
did, and now there is another prospering congregation there too. Of course I
went to see them. I spent a Sunday in their midst, when we had a very large
gathering of people, to whom I preached the glorious Gospel of our Saviour, and
after that distributed the Communion. What a contirast to what we experienced
there three years before! Then, we were unable to draw together more thar
half-a-dozen of people, and those even were only the members of the family where
we had Deen received ; now, about fifty or sixty persons, amongst whom eighteen
communicants were eagerly listening to the Gospel message. Really (excuse my
using this expression) if the material part of my journey has been somewhat
annoying and troublesome, the spiritual part of it was comforting and cheering to
the heart, amply repaid the pains and labour, and has been abuundantly blessed
for the salvation of souls ; thanks be to the Lord!

SPREAD OF THE GOSPEL.

.But I have yct to speak about that part of my journey which is the most im-
portant one, as far as my future labour in this country is concerned. When at
St. Raphael, Brother Métellus insisted very much upon my not returning to Port
au Prince without having visited at least “ Grande Riviére,” since, as had been
my intention, I had been prevented from making a stay of about a week there,‘
owing to the delay occasioned as related above. I had not occasion to repent of
my doing so, although it was week-day. As related, I had spent a Sunday at
Dondon, and from there, in company of Brother Métellus and several young meu,
we went on Monday to Grande Riviére. Often had the inhabitants of this locality
sent word to Brother Métellus to come over to preach amongst them, but owing
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to his numerous occupations he is prevented from going there. Ie had often
written to me before about the prospects that are open there to us. Well, at last
the opportunity of going there presented itself. We went through the town, called
at several familics, and were agreeably surprised to find amongst a certain
number of well-disposed persons, a lady who, although not belonging to any
communion, we must consider as a Christian. She had openly broken with
Romanism through reading a Bible which her dying husband, a schoolmaster,
had bequeathed to her. This Bible had been almost his sole study in the evening
after the fatigue of the day. However, he did not leave the Church of Rome.
Then she did not care about her salvation, and rather ridiculed him ; but, after
his death, her Leart was touched, and by carefully meditating the Scriptures was
truly converted unto God, having to snffer opposition, not only from the priests,
but also from ber own relations. We had quite a good meeting, many people
having come, although the place where I preached (a friend’s house) was rather
inconveniently situated at one extremity of the town. This is the place I have
fixed upon, after careful consideration with Brother Métellus, who is well ac-
quainted with tbe locality, for the establishing of a central station. Although it
is not a seaport, it is still a place of some importance, having from 4,000 to 5,000
inhabitants, and corresponding to what in England is called the county town.

As far as 1 now can see, the Lord seems really to open a door before us at
Grande Riviére and numberless other localities of its vicinity, where, constantly,
people are asking for the Gospel.

HOME PROCEEDINGS.

THE demands on our Missionaries at home have been very numerous during the
past month, and great difficulty has been experienced in meeting them.,

The deputation to Scotland, the Revs. J. Gregson and J. H. Millard, B.A,, will
start at the latter end of the month. Dr. Leechman, who for the present is re-
siding in Edinburgh, has kindly consented to give his services for a few days in
Irvine, Greenock, Paisley, and Kilmarnock.

The Rev. C. B. Lewis has visited Windsor and places adjacent, Saffron Walden:
and Walworth Road ; Rev. D. J. East, Leighton Buzzard, Dunstable, and Wal-
worth Road ; J. Gregson, Bilston, Wednesbury, and Hanley ; Rev. J. G. Gregson
Battle and Hastings ; Dr. Underhill, Princes Risborough, Haddenham and Long
Crendon ; Rev. F. Trestrail, High Wycombe, being joined by the Rev. Thomas
Martin. Rev. George Kerry has had an extended tour in Herefordshire, Radnor,
taking Leominster, Knighton, Tenbury, Presteign, Kington, Fvenjob, Stansbach,
Hereford, and several other places.

ANNUAL SERVICES.

Ovr friends will not forget the notice given in the last Herarp as to the time
of holding the Annual Services this year being postponed, for the reason then
assigned, to tbe third weck in May, commencing on Monday, the 13th, on which day
the Introductory Prayer-meeting will be held at John Street Chapel, at 11 a.m.,
the Rev. J. Webb, of Ipswich,to preside. The Members’ Meeting will be held at
the same place, at 10 a.m., on Tuesday morning, the 14th, and the Annual Sermons
will be preached on Wednesday, the 15th, morning and evening, at Bloomsbury
and Walworth Road chapels. The Rev. Newman Hall, L.L.B., of Surrey
Chapel, has kindly consented to take one of these scrvices; and the Rev. Richard
Glover, of Glasgow, the other.

For two or three years past, the Committee have been strongly urged to
hold the Annual Public Meeting in the evening instead of the morning;
and this year, partly owing to the change of time, and partly in the hope that the
proposed change may prove advantageous, and secure a larger attendance, they
have resolved to hold the meeting in Exeter Hall on the evening of Thursday,
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May 16th; and we have great pleasure in announcing that J. Candlish, Esq., M.P.
for Sunderland, has kindly consented to preside, and that the Revs. D. J. East, of
Jamaica, H. Dowson, president of the new college at Bury, Samuel Martin, of
Westminster, and Hugh Stowell Brown, of Liverpool, are engaged to advocate
the Society’s interests on that occasion.

The Rev. R. A. Jones, of Swansea, will preach the Annual Sermon to the Welsh
resident in London on Friday evening, May 17th, and on the same evening, the
Public Meeting of the Young Men’s Missionary Meeting will be held at Walworth
Road Chapel.

At the request of the Rev. W. W. Evans, secretary of the Bible Translation

Society, we have to announce that its Annual Mceting will be held at Kingsgate
Chapel on Monday evening, May 13th.
+ The usual sermons in the Metropolitan chapels, except in cases where arrange-
ments have been already made for an earlier day, will be on Lord’s-day, May
19th. The arrangements for these services will be duly announced in the
Herarp for that month.

JAMAICA.

At a meeting of the Committee held on February 6th, to consider the present
state of the churches in Jamaica, specially convened, the Rev. D. J. East pre-
sented an able, full, and frank statement, first offering the thanks of the church
in Hanover Street, Kingston, for the kindness shown to their pastor, the Rev. E.
Palmer, in his late trial; and second those of the brethren, both European and
Native, for the warm sympathy and timely aid which had been rendered to them
in the period of their anxiety and distress.

Resolutions were passed in reference to the whole question before the Committee,
which will be submitted to the General Meecting of Members, as they require its
sanction before being acted upon.

It was further resolved “that the warm and affectionate thanks of this Committee
be given to the Rev. D. J. East for his interesting and frank statement of the con-
dition of the Missionin the island of Jamaica ; and the Committee desire to express
their sense of the deep obligations under which both the Society and the churches
in Jamaica owe to Mr. East for his untiring and abundant labours for the elevation
and spiritual improvement of the people, and especially for his persistent and
falithful efforts to train a native ministry to meet the wants of the churches in that
island.”

DBAHAMAS,

We are glad to find that the provisions and clothing ordered through Messrs.
Colgate, of New York, have reached Nassau in safety. Messrs. Cunard and Co.
did not charge anything for freight, and we sincerely thank them for this act of
kindness; but we are astonished to learn from Mr. Davey that the authorities
demanded £8 12s. duty on what was sent for the relief of the distressed and im-
poverished people! Surely, on a proper representation to thewmn, this sum will be
refunded. Mr. Davey at once procecded to distribute relief to some of the pastors
and teachers, and weekly distributions are made to tlie poor. For this timely help
in their distress, we learn that our suffering people are deeply grateful. Those
who have sent contributions to the “ Bahamas Distress Fund,”—and we shall be
glad to reccive more, for they do not at all cover the outlay,—will read these few
lines with pleasure.

CALCUTTA.

The Benevolent Institution in Calcutta, established by Drs. Carey and Marsh-
man, and Mr. Ward, for the education of indigent Christian children in 1ndia, is
in want of a master and mistress to conduct their education: they are sonie two
hundred in number. The Secretaries will be happy to communicate with any
suitable partics on the subject. It is requisite that they should be well
acquainted with the modern system of education, as carried on in the schools ot

the British and Foreign School Society.
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Post-0rFicE QRDERS.

Several of our friends, in their desire to save trouble, get their orders made payable
to tbe office ncarest John Street. This occasions great inconvenience in collect-
ing. 1If all orders are made payable at the General Post Office, this inconvenience

will be obviated. We shall be much obliged if our friends will kindly remember
this.

NoMiINATION OoF COMMITTEE.

As our anniversaries are approaching, we beg to call particular attention to
the nomination of gentlemen eligible to serve on the Committee. It is very im-
portant that no one should be nominated who is not znoun to be willing to serve,
if elected. A member of the Society may nominate any number of gentlemen.
The balloting list is made up of the names sent in, and they must be in the

hands of the Secretaries, on or before the 31st of March. No name can be placed
on the list after that day.

Foxps.

We again most respectfully, but earnestly, request the officers of the various
auxiliaries to remit, without delay, whatever funds they may have in hand. We
are sorry to appear unduly pressing in this matter, but necessity compels us. All
contributions which our friends desire to appear in the Report must be in the
hands of the Secretaries on or before April 3rd. The financial year terminates, as

usual, March 31st, but these extra days are allowed for the convenience of those
residing at a great distance from London.

CONTRIBUTIONS

From January 21st, 1867, to February 18th, 18G7.
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Collection for W & 0... 0 10 o Contributions ............ 16 16 11| ~ Collection for W& 0... 5 9 0
Contribs. for ¥ P ...... 0 18 11 | Brearley, Luddenden Foot— Contribs., Balance...... 9 18 4
WisoeD Collection for W& 0... 0 15 0| Dowlais, Bealah—
Contributton .......... 1 0 ¢ | Brierciifte, Ebenezer Chapel— Contribs. for ¥V P ...... 09 3
Do, for ¥ P... .o0lo o Contribs., Sun.-school, Pentyrch—
for NP..oooorrrirananne 1 69 Contribs, for ¥ P ...... 03 9
Cowling Hill— Swansea, Mount Zion—
SURBEY. Contribs. for ¥ P ...... 012 0 Collection for W& 0... 1 2 0

Guildford— L o for W&:0... 3 0 0 -

ontribs. for ¥ P ...... 0 2 6 éction for

U)g)er rNorwood— Long Preston — . MONMOUTHBHIRE,
Collection for W& 0... 11 0 3 R Coélectlon for W& O0... 1 0 0 . Co}r;tnbet on aEconn:, by 2 o
Contribs. for N P ...... 4 0 5|Rawdon— ev. Lewis Evans...... 0

ontribs. for ¥ P Collection for W& O0... 1 5 0 Abergavenny, Lion Street—
Rotherham— Collectionfor W& 0 1 5 8
WARWICKSHIRE. Contributions ... 019 9 Do., Frogmore Street—

Attleborough, Nuneaton— Do. for ¥ P, 210 3 Collection for W&0 2 0 0
Collection for W &:0... 0 2 11 | Shipley— Norton Skenfreth—

Birmingham— Collectionfor W& 0... 3 0 0 Contributions ............ 0 9 4

Contribs. on account 83 8 6 Contributions.. .39 14 6 | Tirzah—
Do., Heneage Street— Do, for China . 5100 Contribs. for ¥ P ...... 4 7 4
Collection for W& 0 3 1 0| York—

Coventry, Cow Lane— Collection for W& 0... 017 4 PEMBROKESHIRE,
Contribs. for ¥ P ...... 3 6 11| Contribs. for ¥ P ...... 0 3 0. mel—

Harbury— | Contribs.for VP.... 3 6 0
Colr;mlf?m%jlp--- g g g NORTH WALES. Letterston —

Henle;.-izngrde;l— ANGLESEA. PeCo;Lrli(hs.ngrkNP ..... 127
Collection for W& 0.. 010 0| Cemaes— ot tions . 05 o

Stratford-on-Avon— Contributions .. . 1 610
Collection for W& 0... 1 5 6 Do. for ¥ P... . 017 7

—_— PG(IJISS?_—b tor ¥ P 140 SCOTLAND,
dor NP ... -
WESTMORELAND. ontribs. fo Elgin—
Collection for W& O... 010 0

Crosby Garrett— DENBIGHSHIRE. Contributions ... 13 2

Contributions .. 3 2 % Giynceiriog— Do. for N P 112 1
. 3 - Contribs, for ¥ P ...... 1 0 o |Eyemouth—
Wrexham, Chester Street— Contributions ............ 1 20
WILTSHIRE. Contributions.. 2 11 o | Fortrose—
Aldbourne— Do. for NP . 114 8 Contribs. for ¥ P ...... 19 2
A — | Irvine—

B Contribs. for ¥ P ...... 018 2 Contribs. for ¥ P. 110 o

ratton— FLINTSHIRE. - - oA
- - . Kilmarnock—
Qoltection for W& 0... 1 & 8 Treyddyn— Contribs. for ¥ P..... 010 6

Bromham——l Teeesenneee Contributions............ 0 6 0| Kirkcaldy, White’s Canseway —
Contribs. for ¥ P 07 0 — Contribs., Sun.-schoal,

Calne— ¢ AMONTGOMERYSHIRE. L f(_)r NP.... d ......... 41 2
Collection for W & O, Newtown — eémck_, Snetlands—

. ontribs. for ¥ P ...... 1 40
(Moiety) . 00 Collection for W& O0... 1 9 0| 514 Town-by-Insch—
Contributions . 17 11 —_— Contribs. for N P 010 0
Do. fo 6 8 : AR e .

Cmpp;’,,m;,{ 2k SOUTH WALES. Paisley—

Collection for 17 & 0... 110 0 BRECNOCKSHIRE. Conm‘bun;)!n, f;rteSup- 0 0 0
Contribs. for ¥ P . 1 0 9| Beaufort— Tob 1;_‘:; gf__ 7. DAt

Corton — Contribs. for N P ...... 018 8| Collctiomfor W& O.. 016 0
Contribs. for NP ... 012 7| Brecon— [

Devizes— Contribs, for ¥ P ...... 300
Collection for W& 0... 3 0 0| Erwood— IRELAND.

Ogbourr_lc—- Collection for WL 0... 0 7 3
Contribs, for N P ..... .01 6 Contribs, for ¥ P ....., 012 3| Tandragee—

Swindon— Langorse — Contribs. for ¥ P oeeoe 1 0 7
gollection forwWd&o0.. 113 8 Collection... weeviiiieenees 0 60 -

ontributions .. 212 8 Contribs, for ¥ P ...... 040
Do. for ¥ P... 118 6 - FOREIGN.
CARNMARTHENSHIBE. AMERICA,
‘WORORSTERSOIRE. Drefach— Dr. Cramp, Acadia Col-

Redditch— Collection...uvueveeeeirreas 010 0| lege, by Rev. Dr. An-
Collection for W 0... 0 5 0 | Llanfynydd— gos,  Regent’s  Park

Stourbridge— Contribs, for ¥ ... 0 2 0| College........ TP Lo
Collection for W & 0 1 1 © -—_— —T
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Alnwick, by Mr. Jno. Davison .. . 0 6 0
E, West, Isq., Amersham Hall.. .10 0 0

For GoroON CHATEL, MORANT BaT.
Alfred Crowther, Esg., Lockwood..
Rev. 5. H. Booth, Birkenherd ..
John Houghton, Bsq., Liverpool
Liverpool, by Jacob G. Brown, Esq. —
Jacob G. Brown, Esq
John Cropper, Esq. ....
Messrs. Cearns & Brown
Robert Jones, Esq.

ot
=]

oo [=R=F-

oo Coe

THE MISSIONARY

HERALD.

SPECIAL FUND.

Messrs, W, & G. Medle, .10 0 0
E. Mounsey, Esq. .5 00
Messrs. H. D, & S, 2 20
T. 8. Liddal, Esq. 2 00
A Friend ... 2 00
Mr. Finlay . 100

Annual Subseription for Support of Pub-
lic Worship at Qordon Chapel for five
years—

. G Brown, L8uvsiniieicssensseeersansaes 10 0 0

£187 2 0

BAHAMAS DISTRESS FUND.

Metropolitan Tabernacle, by T. Olney, Esq. 25 0 0
Mr. Geo. Adam, Oild Town-by-Insch,

Aberdecnshire, N.B 010 0
Salisbury, by Mr. Martin James T10
Rev. G. H. Rouse, M.A,, LL.B..... w 0 9 6

Regent's Park Chapel, by J.Thompson,Esq. 15 9 2
Rev. I. M. Soule, Battersea . 100
Paul Anstie, Esq., Devizes ... 2 20

Bugbrook, by Rev. H. Capern

CONTRIBUTIONS TOWARDS EXPENSES OF MISSIONARY DEPARTMENT,

PARIS EXHIBITION.
Jas. Harvey, Esq., Hampstead 2 20 A. Benham, Esq., London ....
G. E. Foster, Esq., Cambr}dge 5 0 0 J. Benham, Esq., London .
W. L. Smith. Esq., St. Aloans 1010 ¢ W. H. Millar, Ilsq., Brixton .
H. Kelsall, Esq., Rochdale ... 5 0 0 Mrs. Stevenson, Blackheath ...
G. T. Kemp, Esq., Rochdale 2 00

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS.
The thanks of the Committee are presented to the following—

Ladies® Missionary Working Party, Graham Street
Chapel, Birmingham. for Box of Articles, for
Mrs, Sale, Calcutta. Value £21 12s. 1id.

Friends at Wellington Square Chapel, Hastings, per
Mr. N. Jacobs, for Parcel of Clothing, for Baka-
mas.

W. Brewin, Esq., Cirencester, for 18 Parcels of
Books and Tracts, for Ministers ir Jamaica.

Dorcas Sociery, King Street Chapel, Bristol, for
Parcel of Clotling, for Bakamas.

Rev. H. Capern, Bagbrook, fos Parcel of Clothing
for Bahamas.

Missionary Working Meeting, Metropolitan Taber-
nacle, per Mrs. Evans, for Box of Dresses, value
£10 10s., for Rev. J. Davey, Nassau.

Missionary Dorcas Society, Hope Chapel, Devonport,
for Parcel, value £12 13s, for Ars. Saker, W,
Africa.

Mrs. Stevenson, Blackheath, for a Parcel of Maga-
zines.

FOREIGN LETTERS RECEIVED.

Asta—CHINA, YENTAI, Cueeroo, Laughton, R. F.,
Nov. 27, Dec. 21.

Inp1a—BeNares, Edwards, E., Heinig, H., Jan, 4.
PooNa. BonBay, Tabar, T. C.; Smith, C. M.
Caicurra, Evans, T.; ALLAHABAD, Jan. 1.3

Wenger, J., Dec. 23. 25, Jac. 2,9.

CoroMso, Pigctt. H. R., Dec. 29, Jan. 8.
Kanpy, Waldock, F. D., Jan. 7.

Dacca, Jan, 4.
Jessorg, Johnson, E. C.
EuroPE—FaaNcE, MoRLAIX, Jenkins, J., Feb. 8,

GuiNcaMP, Lestrade, C. P.; Boubon, VY. E., Feb.
1, 5.

No;m'mz, CugisTIANA, Hubert, G., Jan, 17,

WesT INDIES— Bauaamas, Nassau, Davey, J., Jan,
1

2,
TgInipaD, Webb, E.; Gamble, W. 1L, Jan. 7.5
Law, d., Jan. 9.

Turk's Istanp, Kerr, S., Jan. 3; Kerr, D. 5.,
Jan. 7.

HayTi:—
JacuEL, Webley, W, H., Jan. 4.

Ponr-au-Prince, Baumann, Jan. 8.

Jamarca—Brack RIver, Barrett, J,, Jaa, 7.

ANNoOTT BaY, Jones, S., Jan. 7.

Brown’s Town, Clark, J., Jan. 23.

KeTTERING, Fray, E., Dec. 22.

MOERANT Bay, Teall, W., Jan. 5, 7.

St. ANN's Bay, Millard, B, Jan. 7.

SaLTeRr's Hioy, Dendy, W., Jan. 9.

SpanisH Town, Phillippo, J. M., Dee. 7, Jan.
Jap. 23,

Tue AvLps, O'Meally, P., Dec. 11,

Sav-La-Mar, Burke, J., Jan. 21.

Subscriptions and Donations in aid of the Baptist Missionary Saciety will be thankfully

reccived by Sir Samuel Morton Peto, Bart.,
Trestrail, and Edward Bean Underhill, LL.D,,
Street. Bedford Row, LoxDoX ; in EDINBURGH, by the
MacAndrew, Esq.; in GLascow, by John Jackson, KEsq.; ¢ )
Contributions can also be paid in ab Messr‘s. Barclay,
54, Lombard Street, to the account of the 'L'reasurer.

Wenger, Baptist Mission Press.
Bevan, Tritton, Twells. and Co.’s,

M.P., Treasurer ; by the Rev. Frederick
Secretaries, at the Mission House, 2, John
by the Rev. Jonathan Watson, and John
in CALCUTTA, by the Rev. J.





