The Missionary Herald (Dec. 1865).

THE MISSIONARY HERALD.

THE INSURRECTION IN JAMAICA.

TaE startling intelligence of an outbreak of sanguinary violence among the
negroes in Jamaica has taken the country by surprise. But our readers have
for a long time past been aware that the condition of the island was a most
painful one, and that numerous causes of dissatisfaction existed with the
Government and the ruling classes. Although the public papers have con-
tained full details of the transactions of the rioters, and of the methods
adopted to quench the flames of civil strife, and although the despatch of
Governor Eyre has been published, informing the Home Government of his
proceedings, we are still without any authentic account of the origin and
causes of the outbreak. “ Up to the present time,” says Governor Eyre, “no
reasonable or intelligent cause has been assigned as the origin of this most
wicked and wide-spread rebellion.” Our private letters are similarly devoid
of facts on which to rest any opinion. Nevertheless Governor Eyre has no
doubt that it is in a great degree due to Dr. Underhill’s letter, and the
meetings held in connection with that letter, “ when the people were told
they were tyrannised over and ill-treated, were over-taxed, and were denied
political rights, had no just tribunals, were misrepresented to her Majesty’s
Government by the authorities and by the planters, and where in fact
language of the most seditious kind was constantly used, and the people told
plainly to right themselves, to be up and doing, to put their shoulders to
the wheel, to do as the Haytians had done, and other similar advice.”
These inflammatory speeches were chiefly made, the Governor says, by Mr.
G. W. Gordon, a member of the Assembly and a Baptist member; but he
also affirms that a few Baptist missionaries, like some one, whose name is
left blank in the despatch, ¢ endorse at public meetings or otherwise all the
untruthful statements or inuendos propagated in Dr. Underhill’s letter.”

Before proceeding to lay before our readers estracts from the letters we
have received, it will be necessary to say a word or two on these statements
of the Governor of Jamaica. The impression left by his language is, that
Dr. Underhill is one of the guilty parties, if not the most guilty. The
relation of Dr. Underhill's letter to the lamentable riot and bloodshed
at Morant Bay cannot be better given than in his own words, in a letter to
The Times newspaper of November 21st. Dr. Underhill says:—

«8ir,—As Governor Eyre has given his opinion in his despatch published in

your columns to-day that the outbreak in Jamaica ‘is in a great degree due to
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Dr. Underhill's letter, you will in all fairness give a similar publicity to one
or two facts that the Governor has omitted to state.

“On the 5th of January last, not in niy official capacity, as secretary of
the Baptist Missionary Society, but as a private person interested in Jamaica,
I addressed 2 letter to the Right Hon. E. Cardwell on the condition of the
island. On the 27th of January Mr. Cardwell expressed his thanks for this
communication, and stated that he had forwarded it to the Governor of Jamaica,
with instructions to report upon its contents.

“ My letter was published by Governor Eyre in the Island Gazette. At the
same time the Governor issued & circular to the custodes, judges, magistrates,
the Bishop of Kingston, and to the clergy and ministers of all denominations,
requesting them to furnish him with the materials for a reply to the despatch
of the Colonial Secretary. The specches aund resolutions of public meetings,
and the violent articles of the colonial press which followed, arose from the
course taken by Governor Eyre. He it was who ‘propagated’ in Jamaica
‘those untruthful statements and inuendoes,” which he says my letter contains,
but which on a suitable occasion I am prepared to justify. He it was who gave
them the publicity they acquired. My letter was not addressed to the people
of Jamaica, but to the Secretary of State for the Colonies, and for its publication
and the eflects consequent upon it I must disclaim the responsibility which
Governor Eyre wishes to fasten upon me. The responsibility is his, not mine.”

Dr. Underhill’s letter to Mr. Cardwell will be found in a subsequent page,
and our readers will judge for themselves whether it is worthy of the
sweeping condemnation of Governor Eyre. There seems, however, to be a
wish, both on the Governor’s part, and with others in Jamaica and England,
to fasten this sad event on the Baptist missionaries. It will, therefore, be of
importance if we briefly state the facts of the case.

Morant Bay is a small town on the sea-coast, about forty miles eastward
of Kingston. The Baptist Missionary Society has never had either a church
or congregation in this locality, the nearest station being at Yallahs, about
midway between Kingston and Morant Bay. The pastor of Yallahs is
Mr. E. Palmer, who resides in Kingston, where he is the pastor of the
church in Hanover-street. But at Morant Bay and its neighbourhood there
are no Baptists in connection with the missionaries or the Society. There
have existed, however, in this place for some years, anumber of persons who
are known as native Baptists; and it is to these parties, with one exception,
that the statements of Governor Eyre and others refer. They originated in
the labours of Mr. George Lisle, an American negro, thirty years before the
Baptist missionaries appeared in the island. They have never associated
with the ministers and churches of the Society, their superstitious practices
and fanatical proceedings keeping them entirely apart. It is from among
these persons that the so-called Baptists have been arrested and exe-
cuted. The only exception referred to above is Mr. E. Palmer, who was
educated in the early years of the existence of the Calabar Institution. He
has been arrested in Kingston, and at our last advices was held prisoner on
board a man-of-war awaiting his trial. So far as our information goes, he
is charged with having been connected with a society called the Friends of
Africa, but which he appears to have left some time ago, on finding that the
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association was likely to be used for mischievous purposes. With this excep-
tion, we are not aware that any one immediately connected with our mis-
sionaries has taken part in the riot, or suffered the penalties inflicted on the
rioters. Of Mr. Gordon we may briefly say, that, although he appears to
have been baptized some years ago, he was never a member of any of our
churches, and only lately declared in a court of law that he was a member of
the Church of England.

The first letter from our missionaries addressed to Dr. Underhill, from
which we quote, is dated October 21st. We withhold the names of our
brethren, for reasons suggested in one of the paragraphs of the letter. We
are grieved to find that letters passing between the missionaries and the
Mission House have been opened by Governor Eyre, with a purpose easily
understood. We must not, therefore, at present publish the names of the
brethren who may favour us with their communications.

“Thus far had I written, when we were startled by intelligence of a most fearful
character from St. Thomas-in-the-East. The people there have been provoked
beyond endurance. They have risen in large numbers against the authorities,
and in their madness have done deeds which must make every friend of the Negro
hang down his head with shame. The papers give fearful accounts of mutilations
after death. T do not believe half that is stated to have taken place has happened ;
but time will show. Let it however be borne in mind that none of the papers
will contradict their first statements, however untrue they may afterwards find
them. Taking the most favourable view, however, terrible things have been done.
You will see the papers, and therefore I will not enter into details. The Guardian
of the 19th does not spare either you or us. To deny anything now, would be
utterly useless. A time however will come when we shall not only be able to
vindicate ourselves, but show where the cause of all the mischief has been.
Although I shall forward this to you in an indirect way, I have no doubt it will
be opened and read. I cannot therefore write as freely as I could wish. Martial
law has been proclaimed throughout the county of Surrey; and let what has
happened there the last few days declare whether we have mis-judged the
authorities. You at a distance will be best able to judge, from the awful loss of
life which has taken place, the kind of feeling entertained towards the black
population. God forbid that I should shield those who have committed the
atrocities that have been perpetrated in St. Thomas-in-the-East ; but I tremble
to think of the large number of innocent persons, loyal subjects, who have been
ruthlessly cut down. Of course I write from the published prints. Read the
Gleaner of the 19th, and an account of the Maroon war-dance, and then blush for
our countrymen. The feeling against somne is most bitter. There was a report
circulated yesterday that Brother and myself were implicated, and would
be arrested. Consciouns that we had done no wrong, we were not troubled ;
though I could mention some things which have happened to others, which would
show you that under certain circumstances our lives would not be worth much;
I need not tell you that in the district in which the riots have taken placc the
Baptist Missionaries have no influence whatever. I do not think we ever had a
European Missionary residing there, except for a short time at Belle Castle, where
Brother Harris now is. The Manual which will reach you with this will show
you our strength in St. Thomas-in-the-East. It is emphatically a Church of
England parish. I could not however have supposed that any of the people
would have been so foolish and so Wicked, G. W. Gordon was arrested in
Kingston, and taken to Port Antonio, to be tried by court-martial on board a
man-of-war. I cannot bring myself to believe that he has done anything wrong,
but the feeling against him is very bitter; I wish he could have been t;led ina
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different way. 1 have not the least fear of anything happening in those parishes
where Misstonaries are looked to for advice, for althougﬁ in common with others
the people living in those parishes have much to complain of] they will only seek
to obtain redress in a constitutional way—at least such is my belief. I do hope
that every means will be used to get an inquiry, both into the cause of the out-
break and the means used to suppress it.”

Our next letter is dated October 19th, and is from a place nearly in the
centre of the island.

Tt was not till Tuesday’s post we were made aware of thc riot and bloodshed
which had been prevailing at the east end of the island. T need not refer to the
details : you will get them from the newspapers. And you will read with probably
calmer feelings than we do with what malignity the Guardian has dared to connect
your name with these atrocities. It does not seem to me that the time to vindicate
you and ourselves has yet come ; but T am disposed to think it will ; and that our
traducers may yet be brought to humiliation and shame. Our cause will not
suffer for the biding of our time and the exercise of patience. There may be a
public willing to hear to whom it may be worth making an appeal.

“ As far as I can at present judge I am inclined to think the outbreak will
prove entirely local, centering in G. W. Gordon and the poor ignorant people who
have been under his influence.”

“You know St. Thomas-in-the-East and the adjoining parishes. I suppose it is
proverbially the lowest, the most debased and ignorant part of the island. Un-
happily it has never been under our influence. We have now a native brother
as a Home Missionary on its borders ; but I am not aware that a European Baptist
Missionary has ever been located in the parish. And the accounts which our
Home Missionary gives represent the people as much sunk in superstition, and
almost in as wild a condition as the inhabitants of the wilds of Africa. Hence
they are the natural prey of demagogues, and seditious and evil-minded men.

“ In these sad events our friends at home will have sad evidence of the need
there is of Christian labour, and how imperatively necessary it is to keep up an
cfiicient staff of European agents in connection with our mission. I sincerely trust
you will already have ratified this view. And I heartily wish it were possible for
you by some means to establish a European missionary at the very seat of our
little rebeldom. And most apropos we have the subject before us in a definite
form from the London Missionary Society. The London Missionary Society’s
premises at Morant Bay are formally offered to us for sale and occupation. I am
sure it will not be possible for us at present either to find the means of purchasing
them, or of sustaining a European brother there. Can you devise any plan at
home? Is there any wealthy Christian gentleman who would at any rate assume
as much of the responsibility as would secure the object ? I know very well the
pressure you have ; but it is possible that the present juncture of events may lay
2 claim upon the conscience of some wealthy brother in Christ. Give the subject
your thought. I should like to see an attack on this fortress of the devil, which
it seems to me we have culpably allowed him to hold undisturbed too long.”

The following letter contains a few details of the commencement of the
rioting, somewhat differing from those in the newspapers :—

“This mail will carry sad and fearful news from Jamaica. A rebellion has
Lroken out in St. Thomas-in-the-East. Many valuable lives have been sacrificed.
Rumour reports some horrible deeds committed, and the county of Surrey has
Leen placed under martial law. This is the saddest calamity that since freedom
has befallen this island, and the consequences I fear will be very, very sad.

*-1t seems that on Saturday, October 8, a man was tried and cony:cted for steal-
ing cocoa-nuts. A mob rescued the man from the police, declaring that he was
innocent.  On Monday following warrants were issued to apprehend the rescuers.
Faul Bogle, the first served with a summons, sounded a whistle, when some 200
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or 300 men armed with sticks assembled, handcuffed the police, and then the riot
began. Wednesday, I think, was vestry day. A formidable body of rebels came,
and a conflict ensued. The police and volunteers were overpowered, and murder
began. Baron von Kettleholdt, the custos, and others were heaten to death.
The Rev. Mr. Herschel was murdered. The rector was beaten most brutally.
The rebels then proceeded to other deeds of bloodshed, and, it is said, declared
that they would kill every white and coloured man in the parish. They have
burned and destroyed considerable property. Troops were sent up, and active
measures resorted to in order to quell the outbreak.

“T am sorry to say that strong suspicions rest on Mr. George W. Gordon having
roused the people to rise. e is arrested, and rumours say convicted; but
nothing will be certainly known till to-morrow’s post. It is to be hoped that,
though very injudicious, and at times intemperate in language, he was not so
wicked as to plan or excite to these bloody deeds. If he did, then, with others, he
must share the responsihility. Paul Bogle is not yet found. 2,000 dollars reward
are offered for his capture. A very large number of gentlemen, and most of the
European and other ladies, who could, have come up to Kingston. Considerable
uneasiness is felt in other parts of the community, and more troops and men-of-
war are sent for, and will soon be here. In St. Mary’s, about two months ago,
threatening letters were sent to some gentlemen, and threats against property
uttered. The anxiety was allayed, but this horrible outbreak has awakened it
afresh. Rumours now and then spring up in some places of intended mischief’;
but I hope things will keep quiet, and the evil spread no further.

* But the question arises, what is the cause of this fearful outbreak ? At
present I am unable to say. Opinions are many. Some say it is the discussion,
&c., &c., arising from your letter to the Colonial Secretary, and the Guardian (the
only paper I have seen) connects or rather tries to connect you and ‘several
Baptist missionaries’ with the affair, as having created the impression that the
people are being sadly oppressed, &c., &c.,&c. Others say ‘it is taxation.” Others
that it is the first manifestation of a spirit against the white and fair coloured
classes—the beginning of the end; and, if it is correct that there was the purpose
to murder every white and coloured man in the parish one cannot but feel that
there is reason for the cause assigned. It would, however I think, be premature
to enter into details.

“But my own observation for a considerable time has convinced me that there
has been a growing sentiment deepening and widening among a certain class of
persons, many of whom are not under Gospel influences, antagonistic to the Saxon
race. I have been deeply grieved to witness it, and expected that it would in
future years bear bitter fruit. Among many of the young, too, there is a lawless-
ness and recklessness which regards licentious liberty only as true freedom, who
are indignant at any check to the indulgence of their spirit, and interpret it as a
great grievance, and who regard any real grievance with sad sentiments. _The
more this class increases the more painful will be the results, and well will it be
if any measures of a loving and healthful character can be adopted to rectify the
evil felt by many and deplored. Thank God there are multitudes of our good,
steady people, who have no sympathy with the spirit manifested or the sentiment
cherished.” Most of our people who have heard of the horrible work in the east
are deeply pained, and seem unable to realise the affair. I only hope the Lord
will enable us all to keep quiet, and walk in His commandments. It ought not to
be omitted that a goodly number of the people in St. Thonias-in-the-East behaved
most nobly in saving and protecting the lives of some gentlemen and tamilies. It
is a real comfort to hear of the noble conduct of many, and it should be regarded
with much satisfaction.

“As your letter and ‘several Baptist Missionaries’ are nanied as somehow
having brought about this state of things, we must expect consmerable 1ll-fe<?lmg:
This, however, we must bear patiently. That at some ‘Underhill meetings
some inflammatory words were used is possible—that some of them were most
orderly and sober is, I know, a truth; but why the Baptists should be held
accountable I do not see.
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“ The state of the people religiously, socially, &c., &c., is to my mind very sad.
Sabbath-breaking and immorality are very general; and the young are not, as a
bﬁdy. presenting a pleasing and promising future. God grant that we may see a
change.

The next letter is from one of our most experienced brethrem, and is
addressed to our Treasurer :—

“1 must beg you to excuse my writing to you, the Treasurer of our Society,
instead of the Secretaries. I do so, as, if I addressed my communication as usual,
I might possibly subject myself to suspicions that might prove inconvenient to
me, if not lead to more serious consequences.

“ The eastern part of the island has been the scene of a most awful rebellion,
accompanied by atrocities of the most revolting character. The newspapers
herewith sent will describe the facts; although, perhaps, like all statements of a
similar kind cmanating from this source, they should be received with some
abatement.

“ Multitudes of the misguided people have been tried by court-martial and
executed, and a very considerable number more are arrested on suspicion of
complicity with the rebels. Among these as the principal is a Mr. G. W. Gordon,
together with Mr. Palmer, one of our ministers in Kingston ; the Rev. Mr. Roach
of the Native Wesleyan Association; a Mr. Vines (Independent), dentist; a
Rev. Mr. Gordon, of Woolmer’s Free School (Episcopalian), Messrs. Kelly,
Smith, Goodson, &c., of the same denomination, and others too numerous to-
detail.

“From what is known in England of the shameful hostility of some of the
editors of the public prints in this country against the Baptists, and as manifested
of late against Dr. Underhill, on account of his letter to the Secretary of State for-
the Colonies, you will not be surprised to find that this awful tragedy, with all its
conseguences, is ascribed to them, notwithstanding the most manifest evidences to-
the contrary.

“ What interest can we missionaries possibly have in exciting riot and blood-
shedding in the Island, or in wishing to exterminate the white population ?

“What renders the daily slanders of that portion of the press to whick I
especially refer so unaccountable, is, that for two years past, more or less, its
pages have been teeming with such abuse of the Governor and the Government,
as could not fail to bring them into contempt and create dissatisfaction in the-
public mind with the administration of the affairs of the country altogether.
The editors of such prints would doubtless feel much scandalized if any ome
should charge them witb having contributed to the present deplorable state of
things, and yet, perhaps, they are as justly chargeable with it as those whom
they accuse.

« Allow me to draw your attention to the fact that the Missionaries of our
Society have no place of worship nor preaching station in the disturbed districts,
not between Yallahs in St. David’s and Manchioneel, which you will see by
reference to our last report and a map of the Island; and that Mr. Harris of
the latter place, with his wife and family, was one of the refugees for the pro-
tection of the commanding officer of the district. Mr. and myself were
appointed a deputation at our last annual meeting to visit the whole of the
east end of the Island on a preaching excursion, and to establish stations along
the coast and in the interior. Our plans as to the time of setting out were
frustrated so successively as to be unaccountable to us: we see all now, and
regard the kind hand of God in the causes of delay. Had we gone we should
not have escaped the imputation of having caused the rebellion, nor, perhaps,
the penalty.”

Before closing this notice of the painfal scenes that poor Jamuaica has had
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to witness, it is due to Governor Eyre and to our brethren that we should
quote the following paragraph from the Governor's despatch :—

“ Whilst it is my duty to point out how mischievons has been the influence of
a few of the Baptist ministers, and of various members of that persuasion, it is
equally my duty, and a pleasure to me to state that I believe that a large majority
of the Baptist ministers haye been most anxious to support the authorities, to
teach their people to be loyal and industrious, and to endorse the advice given to
the peasantry by her most gracious Majesty.”

JAMAICA SPECIAL FUND.

During the past month our friends throughout the country have been
made aware of the painful circumstances in which the Jamaica pastors have
been placed, owing to the failure of their resources. This has gone so far in
some instances as to lead them to contemplate their removal from the island.
For although the drought of the last three years has been remedied by
fertilising rains during the last few months, the effects of the period of
sterility cannot be so soon overcome. The letters informing the Committee
of this state of things were read at the quarterly meeting at Bradford, on
the 10th October, when the following resolution was unanimously adopted :—

“That the Committee lose no time in calling attention to the accompanying
letters from brethren in Jamaica, whose character and labours entitle them to the
prompt assistance of the Baptist Churches of this country, and that having no funds
at their disposal to provide for present necessities, they appeal to their brethren
for a fund, of which £1,000 should be forwarded to the Island forthwith.”

In accordance with this resolution, a communication, containing the letters
of the brethren in full, was addressed to every Baptist church in the king-
dom. The response has been most cordial; and up to the present time
(Nov, 22nd) the Treasurer has received £891. This does not, indeed, reach
to the sum required ; but many churches are only waiting a suitable day on
which to offer to their brethren in Jamaica this token of fraternal sympathy
and love. Of the sum received, it is greatly to the henour of the Bristol
churches and of the Metropolitan Tabernacle that they have contributed
more than one-half. From Bristol £360 have reached the Treasurer; from
the Metropolitan Tabernacle, £156. Without waiting for the receipt of
these sums, the Committee have already sent to Jamaica £520, including in
their gifts both the European and native brethren.

Recent events render this appeal more pressing. Labouring under the
most unfounded suspicions, our brethren need to have, as they deserve, the
hearty support of the churches. Let our gifts testify to them that the
cause of Christ in Jamaica is as dear to us as ever, and that, as in years gone
by, we are ready to hold up their hands, and to stand by their side in the
midst of reproach and persecution.
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LETTER OF DR. UNDERHILL TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE
E. CARDWELL.

33, Moorgate Street, E.C,,
January 5, 1865.

Dear Sir,—I venture to ask your kind consideration to a few observations on the
present condition of the island of Jamaica.

For several months past every mail has brought letters informing me of the
continually-increasing distress of the coloured population. As a sufficient illus-
tration, 1 quote the following brief passage from one of them :—

¢ Crime has fearfully increased. The number of prisoners in the penitentiary
and gaols is considerably more than double the average, and nearly all for one
crime—larceny. Summonses for petty debts disclose an amount of pecuniary
difficulty which has never before been experienced ; and applications for parochial
and private relief prove that multitudes are suffering from want little removed
from starvation.”

The immediate cause of this distress would seem to be the drought of the last
two years; but, in fact, this has only given intensity to suffering previously
existing. All accounts, both public and private, concur in affirming the alarming
increase of crime, chiefly of larceny and petty theft. This arises from the extreme
poverty of the people. That this is its true origin is made evident by the ragged
and even naked condition of vast numbers of them, so contrary to the taste for
dress they usually exhibit. They cannot purchase clothing, partly from its greatly
increased cost, which is unduly enhanced by the duty (said to be thirty-eight per
cent. by the Hon. Mr. Whitelocke) which it now pays, and partly from the want
of employment, and the consequent absence of wages.

The people, then, are starving, and the causes of this are not far to seek. No
doubt the taxation of the island is too heavy for its present resources, and must
necessarily render the cost of producing the staples higher than they can bear, to
meet competition in the markets of the world. No doubt much of the sugar land
in the island is worn out, or can only be made productive by an outlay which
would destroy all hope of profitable return. No doubt too large a part of the
island is uncultivated, and might be made to support a greater population than is
now existing upon it.

But the simple fact is, there is not sufficient emplayment for the people ; there
is neither work for them nor capital to employ them.

The labouring class is too numerous for thie work to be done. Sugar cultivation
on the estates does not absorb more than 30,000 of the people, and every other
species of cultivation (apart from provision growing) cannot give employment to
more than another 30,000. But the agricultural population of the island is
over 400,000, so that there are at least 340,000 whose livelihood depends on em-
ployment other than that devoted to- the staple cultivation of the island. Of these
340,000 certainly not less than 130,000 are adults, and capable of labour. For
subsistence they must be entirely dependent on the provisions grown on their little
freeholds, a portion of which is sold to those who find employment on the estates,
or perhaps, in a slight degree, on such produce as they are able to raise for
exportation. But those who grow produce for exportation are very few, and they
meet with every kind of discouragement to prosecute the means of support which
is as advantageous to the island as to themselves. If their provisions fail, as has
been the case, from drought, they must steal or starve. And this is their present
condition. The same result follows in this country when employment ceases or
wages fail. The great decrease of coin in circulation in Jamaica 1s a further proof
that less money 1s spent in wages through the decline of employment. Were
Jamaica prospeérous, silver would flow into it, or its equivalent in English manu-
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facture, instead of the exportation of silver, which now regularly takes place.
And if, as stated in the Governor's speech, the Customs’ revenue in the year gone
by has been equal to former years, this has arisen, not from an increase in the
quantities imported, but from the increased value of the imports, the duty being
levied at an ad wvalorom charge of 124 per cent. on articles such as cotton” goods,
which have within the last year or two greatly risen in price.

I shall say nothing of the course taken by the Jamaica Legislature; of their
abortive Immigration Bills; of their unjust taxation of the coloured population ;
of their refusal of just tribunals; of their denial of political rights to the emanci-
pated negroes. Could the people find remunerative employment, these evils
would in time be remedied, from their growing strength and intelligence. The
worst evil consequent on the proceedings of the Legislature is the distrust
awakened in the minds of capitalists, and the avoidance of Jamaica, with its
manifold advantages, by all who possess the means to benefit it by their ex-
penditure.

Unless means can be found to enconrage the outlay of capital in Jamaica in
the growth of those numerous products which can be profitably exported, so that
employment can be given to its starving people, [ see no other result than the
entire failure of the island and the destruction of the hopes that the Legislature
and the people of Great Britain have cherished with regard to the well-being of
its emancipated population.

With your kind permission, I will venture to make two or three suggestions
which, if carried out, may assist to avert so painful a result.

1. A searching inquiry into the legislation of the island since emancipation, its
taxation, its economical and material condition, would go far to bring to light the
causes of the existing evils, and, by convincing the ruling class of the mistakes of
the past, lead to their removal. Such an inquiry seems also due to this country,
that it may be seen whether the emancipated peasantry have gained those
advantages which were sought to be secured to them by their enfranchisement.

2. The Governor might be instructed to encourage, by his personal approval
and urgent recommendation, the growth of exportable produce by the people on
the very numerous freeholds they possess. This might be done by the formation
of associations for shipping their produce in considerable quantities, by equalizing
duties on the produce of the people and that of the planting interests; by
instructing the native growers of produce in the best methods of cultivation, and
pointing out the articles which would find a ready sale in the markets of the
world ; by opening channels for direct transmission of produce, without the inter-
vention of agents, by whose extortions and frauds the people now frequently sutfer
and are greatly discouraged. The cultivation of sugar by the peasantry should,
in my judgment, be discouraged. At the best, with all the scientific appliances
the planters can bring to it, both capital and machinery, sugar manufacturing is
a hazardous thing. Much more must it become so in the hands of the people, with
their rude mills and imperfect method. But the minor products of -the island,
such as spices, tobacco, farinaceous food, coffee, and cotton, are quite within their
reach, and always fetch a fair and remunerative price when not burdened by
extravagant charges and local taxation.

8. With just laws and light taxation, capitalists would be encouraged to settle in
Jamaica, and employ themselves in the production of the more important staples,
such as sugar, coffee, and cotton. Thus the people would be employed, and the
present starvation rate of wages be improved. . . oo

In conclusion I have to apologize for troubling you with this communication ;
but since my visit to the island in 1859-60 I have felt the greatest interest in its
prosperity, and deeply grieve over the sufferings of its coloured population. It is
more than tine that the unwisdom (to use the gentlest term) that has ggverqed
Jamaica since emancipation should be brought to an end; a course of action
which, while it incalculably aggravates the misery arising from natural, and
therefore unavoidable causes, renders certain the ultimate ruin of every class—
planter and peasant, European and Creole. . .

Should you, dear Sir, desire such information as it may be in my power to
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furnish, or see me on the matter, I shall be most happy cither to forward whatever
facts I may possess, or wait upon you at any time that you may appoint.
have, &ec.,
Epwp. B. UnpERAILL.

P.S.—I append an extract from the speech of the Hon. H. A. Whitelocke in
the House of Assembly with respect to the condition of the people :—

‘ He (Mr. Whitelocke) would make an assertion which could not be gainsaid
by his successor—that taxation could not be extended, nor one farthing more
could be imposed upon the people, who were suffering peculiar bardship from the
increased value of wearing apparel, which was now taxed beyond all bounds.
Actually they were paying 38 per cent. now, when 12} per cent. was before con-
sidered an outrageous ad wvalorem duty. Cotton goods, including Osnaburgh
and all the wearing apparel of the labouring classes, had increased 200 per cent. in
value. What was bought at 4d. per yard before was selling at 1Is. per yard.
Therefore, the people are now paying 1}d. duty on every yard of cloth, instead of
4d., which has been justly described as a heavy impost. The consequence is that
a disgusting state of nudity exhibited itself in some parts of the country. Hardly
a boy under ten years of age wore a frock, and adults, from the ragged state of
their garments, exhibited those parts of the body where covering was especially
wanted. The lower classes hitherto exhibited a proneness for dress, and he could
not believe such a change would have come over them, but for his belief in their
destitution, arising out of a reduction in their wages, at a time when every article
of apparel had risen in value. This year's decrease in imports foreshadowed what
was coming. Sugar was down again at £11 per hogshead ; coffee was falling;
pimento was valueless ; logwood was scarcely worth cutting ; and, moreover, a sad
diminution was effected in our chief staple exports from a deficiency of rain.”

HOME PROCEEDINGS.

Tre Committee, as our friends will naturally suppose, have been seriously eugaged
in the consideration of the communications they have received from their brethren
in Jamaica, as well as the various statements which have appeared in the news-
papers from day to day. They met in goodly numbers on the 21st, and the first
hour was spent in prayer for Divine gnidance in this crisis, and for the pastors and
members of our Churches in Jamaica. Rev. J. H. Hinton, A.M., now in London,
supplying the pulpit of the Rev. C. Stanford, laid aside by prolonged and severe
illness, presided; and the devotions were led by Dr. Hoby, Revds. W. Brock,
Russell, and the Chairman.

After numerous letters from Jamaica, and communications from Mr. Recorder
Hill, S. Morley, Esq., M.P., C. Buxton, Esq., M.P., and the Secretary of the Anti-
Slavery Society, had been read and considered, Dr. Underhill gave a statement
as to his correspondence with the Secretary of State for the Colonies, and his
interview with the Under Secretary, on which the Committee offered to him
a cordial expression of their sympathy and confidence.

Our friends will see in another page of the Herald a brief statement which they
will read with interest.

On the suggestion of the Treasurer a Sub-Committee was appointed to assist
the Secretaries in dealing, day by day, with the various questions arising out of
the deplorable events which have occurred in Jamaica. ‘They were also directed
to make inquiries of the Secretary of State for the Colonies regarding Mr. Palmer,
pastor of the church in Hanover-street, Kingston, who had been arrested for
alleged complicity in these transactions, and placed on board H.M.S. Aboukir,
in the harbour of Port Royal. It is hoped that he has not been ordered to be
tried by the Court-Martial at Morant Bay; as Kingston is exempted from
martial Jaw.
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. The letters from our Jamaica brethren do not contain any very specific informa-
tion as to the cause or nature of these sad events. This is accounted for by the
fact that none of them are near the scene of the outbreak. They are dependent
mainly on the Island newspapers for their information; and in the alarm and
panic occasioned by the riot, the statements of these papers are greatly exaggerated.
Indeed, no satisfactory proof has yet come to hand that the inhuman atrocities
said to be committed by the rioters at Morant Bay were committed at all. The
facts, doubtless, will be sad enough when known. But it is desirable for our
friends to wait for exact intelligence before they receive the representations of the
enemies of the Negro race as faithful and true. Tt is satisfactory to observe the
tone in which the better portion of the Press, all over the country, is speaking of
the violent and, as they think, most excessive measures of punishment and
repression adopted by the authorities in Jamaica.

The meetings held during the past month have been numerous and important.
Mr. Robinson has visited some places in Northamptonshire which eculd not be
taken by the deputationin June; also Reading and Wantage, Baxter-road, London,
with Dr. Underhill ; Langham, Bures, Braintree, Halstead, and other places in
Essex, and Sheffield and Chesterfield in Yorkshire. Mr. Gregson has been
busily occupied in the earlier part of the month in Lancashire, and during the
latter part in Oxfordshire. Mr. Gamble has gone into Glamorgaunshire with
Mr. Bate, recently accepted for service in India. Mr. Bate has also taken Isleham
and the neighbourhood, in Cambridgeshire; and Mr. Gamble has also attended
meetings at Sevenoaks, Bessels Green, and other churches in that vicinity. Mr.
Sampson has again visited Wolverhampton, and delivered two lectures on India.

‘We regret to state that Mr. Bion was unable to finish some engagements owing
to a fall, which severely injured his arm and wrist, requiring rest for recovery.
We hope he will be able to render his accustomed good and acceptable service
during the present month.

Several of our friends have written expressing their regret that the circular
respecting the difficulties and straits of our Jamaica brethren was not published in
the Herald. In fact, there was not room for so lengthenéd a document, and as it
was sent to all the pastors of our churches, to be read to their congregatious, it
did not seem to us necessary. We may have been mistaken in this opinion, but
the explanation now given will account for its omission.

A letter having been recently received from the Rev. A. Leslie, informing the
Committee of his resignation of the pastorate of the Circular-road Church, they
passed the following resolution, which has heen forwarded to him by the Secre-
taries : —

*That this Committee, in receiving from Rev. A. Leslie, of Calcutta, the
announcement of his resignation of the pastorate of the Circular-road Church, in
Calcutta, and his retirement from the active duties of the ministry, in consequence
of the infirmities of advancing years and impaired health, desire to express their
cordial and affectionate sympathy with him, and to record their high appreciation
of his long and faithful labours in the service of the Lord Jesus Christ.

“For forty years has Mr. Leslie been an earnest and success{ul preacher of the
everlasting Gospel : first at Monghir, among the heathen, where a native church
was planted, which continues to this day; and second in Calcutts, as pastor of
the Church meeting in Circular-road. In both these spheres‘of labour he was
greatly blessed of God; while many, both living and dead, will remewmber with
gratitude the fidelity of his teaching, the earnestness of his zeal, and the force
with which he presented the truth to their minds. ] .

¢ Nor can the Committec be unmindfal of the generosity and self-sacrifice which
have ever marked Mr. Leslie’s relations, both with the Society and the Church he
has so long and honourably served; and they accompany this record of his with-
drawment from aetive life with their earnest prayers that in his present retire-
ment he may enjoy the continued presence of his Lord, and be sustained to the
end by a calm and assured hope of a blessed immortality, through the merits of
the Redeemer, whose grace and love it has been ever his delight to preach to his

fellow-men,”
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CONTRIBUTIONS

Received on account of the Baptist Missionary Society, from October 21st to

November 20th, 1865.

T & O denotes that the Contribution is for Widows and Orphans; N P for Native Preachers;

ANNUAL SUBRSORIPTIONB,

8.
Adey, Mr. W., Regent's

Park College 010
Alexander, J. W.,

per Lvnngehcnl Alh-

BNCE .. oooiennnniaiinee 0
Cannings, Mrs. Yinch

Dean .....ccocovniiinennnnns 110
Foot, Mr. H. M., Regent’s-

Puark College .. .. 010 6
Orwine, Mr,, do... . 010 6
Peppemorn Mr. W do. 010 &
Stephens, Mr. J. M., Re-

gent’s I'ark Cnllege .. 010 6
Sully, Mr. Jas., do. 0lo0 6
Tuck, Mr. W., Bath ...... vlo 0

DoNATTONS.
A Friend to Missions,

Derby coivcveicreiiiinninen 1 00
A Frierd at West Dray-

1 90
Y

Rev. W.H. McMechan 1 0 0
Arthur, Rev. B. Coate,

for Rev. J. Kingdon,

Jamaica ......cceuen...... 5 0 0
Angus. Miss, Plymonth,

for Dilto. ......cocccurnnee. 5 00
Giles, E. Esq., Dover ... 50 0 0
Gover, W, E~q 500
Govcr,Mrs W. 100
Parry, J. C., Esq., fo

Rev. J.szth, Delhi ... 10 0 0
Marshall, Mr. c-

crinmon, for Rer. J.

Kingdon, Jamaica...... 2 20
Reynolds, Mr. J., for

additional Missionaries 2 0 0
‘Wilshere, Rev. T. . 220

Under 10s. ..... 0 6 0

CoLLECTED BY REV. W. SaMPSON
FOR Johnnugger Chapel, Seram-
pore.

Middleton—
Bambridge, Mr..
Under 10s. ... .

Newcastle-on-Tyne—
Angus, Mr. H.

Sunderland—
A Friend
Candlish, Mr.
Cothay, Mr...
Haleron, Mr.

cooe Ooee © OO

LEGACIES,
Coxhead, the late Mr.
Jas., of Frederick-pl.,
Mason - street, West-
minster Bridge - road,
by Jas.Keighley, Esqg..
42 vols. of Baptist
Magnzines.

|

7. for Translations.

£ s d.

. | Fage, the late Mr, David,
of Halton, Hastings,
by Messrs. J, W. Bin-
nington and E. B.
Fage, executors .........
Spurgeon, the Jate Miss
G. A., of Derby, by
Rev. C. Stovel and B.
‘W, Spurgeon, Bsq. ... 20

00

LONDOX AND MIDDLESEX,
Bloomsbury—
Contribs,, Sun. Sch.,
for Rev. F. D, Wal-
dock, Kandy, Ceylon. 5 0
Camden Streez Sun, Sch,—
Contributions ....
Hawley Road—
Contributions...
Islington, Salter’s
Contributions ............
Do., Sun School, tor

10
.10 10

Delhi......... [N
Shonldham Street—
Contribs., Sun. School.
Walworth Road—
Contribs., Sun. School,
for Gahalayha School,
Ceylon .15 0 0

BEDFORDSHIRE.
Bigrleswade —
Contributions ...

BERKSHIRE.
Ashampstcad—
Contribntions
Do., Compton
Do., lisley
Do., Streatle;
Wantage—
Contribations

CORNWALL.
Hayle—
Contributions.............
Lannceston—
Collection ...... S
South Petherwin—
Collection

DERBYSHIRE,

Swanwick—
Collection....cvveeuerereres

DEVONSEIRE,

Ashburton—
Contributions............
Buckland Monachorum—
Contribntions
Devonport, Morice Square
and Pembroke Street—
Contribs. on account... 9 14
Hooe—
Contributions.......
Lifion—
Collection ...

25

116

£ s d
Milbrook—
Contributions.......c... 313 8
Newton  Abbot, East
Street—
Contribs. for N P,
Delhi caveneiosrnarvanns 612 1o
Plymonth, George Street—
Contributions ......c..... 7 410
Do. Lower bueet . 015 0
10716 7
Less Expenses...... w 719 8
109 18 11
DORSETSHIRE.
A Friend .....ccccoveenennnne 10 10 0
Poole—
Contributions ............ 13 19 9
DonEAM.
Darlington—
Collections ....cccocveeeee 4 6 0
Hartlepool—
Contributions ....... v T 0
Middleton-in-Teesdala—
Contributions............. 110 3
West Hartlepool—
Contributions .. 6
EssEx.
Earls Colne—
Contributions .. «..cc.... 1 0 0
GLOUCESTERSHIRE.
Cheltenham, Salem Chapel—
Contnbuhous 1 80
East Gloucestershi
Contribs. on account... 25 0 0
Maiseyhampton—
Contribs. for Rev. F.
Pinnock, Cameroons,
Sor support of female
released from bon-
dage ...... vereraeerenaen .5 00
HAMPSHIBE.
Beaunlien—
Contributions ..c.ccecees 4 2 3
Sway—
Collection.....cccesvereneee 013 0
HEREFORDSHIRE.
Whitestone—
Collection .. . 4 00
HERTFORDSHIRE.
Hitchin—
Contribution .......... . 5 00
New Mill—
Contributions ............ 8 50
Watford—
Contribntions .. .45 0 0
Do. for Messrs. 0
and Bates outfit ... 10 0 0
KENT.
Lewisham Road—
Contribs. on account... 10 0 0
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LANCABHIRE,
5. d,
Astley Bridgo, near Bolton—
Collections . 416 0
Chowbent—
Collections ..o.ceueeesin .8 20
Lancaster—
Contribntions............ 300
North Laucashiro Auxi-
llary—
Contribs. on sccount...149 19 6
Oldham, King Btreet—
Contributions........... 19 5§ 1
Do., Manchester Street—
Collections ....ivveenverne 3
Ogden—
Collectlons ......ces0reco. 3 0 0
‘Preston, Pole Street—
Contributions .. “ 349
Rochdale—
Contributions............244 5 ©
LRICESTERBRIEE,
Leicester, Belvoir Street—
Contribntien ........cse 1| 0 0
Oadby—
Contribntions ....eeeeees 314 2
NoORFOLE.
Swaffham-—
Collection .....coveemeenn 10 0 0
NoORTAAMPTONSHIRE,!
Cookmore—
Contributions ,, 2 00
Denton—
Contributions............ 2 3 0
Ecton—
Contribntions ............ 3no
Northampton, Prince’'s
Street—
Earls Barton—'
Contributions 5 4 0
Contribution 1113 6
2411 6
Less Expenses......... 016 6
2315 ¢
NOTTINGHAMSHIRE,
Carlton le Moorland—
Contributions ........ e 011 O
Collingham-—
Contributions ....... veere 911 8
STAFFORDSHIRE.

Cradley, Second Baptist Chnpel—
Contributions . 1

‘WARWICKSBIRE.
Birmiogham—
Contribs. on account.., 19 0 ¢

WESTMORELAND.
£ s d.
Brough—
Contributions 112 0
Crosby Garrett
Contributions ............ 310 o
Grent Asby—
Contribntions............. 617 2
Winton—
Contributlons............ 2 911
‘WILTBAIRE-
Downton, Sonth Lane—
Contribntions............ 2214 5
‘WORCESTERSHIRE,
Astwood Bank—
Contributions ........... 24 3 0
YORKSHIRE,
Barnsley—
Contributions ........ e 7100
Bramley—
Contribs., Ladies Asso-
[ T:10T0) WO 15 0
Bedale—
Contributions. 6 0
Bradford-—
Public Meeting, St.
George's Hall ......... 48 0 o
Bradford, Westgate—
Collection........euuvverene 2910 o0
Do., Trinity Chapel—
Collection ...uveeeneeenne 8 5 6
Bingley—
Collection.. 0
Chapel Fold—
Collection........... . 5 3 6
Farsley—
Contribntions...... vasure 3811 5
Horsforth—
Contribntions ............ 5 8 0
Huddersfleld—
Contribution ..... 0
Hull—
Collec. Pnb. Meeting 17 14 8
Do., George Street—
Collection.......ccooveueeee 710 6
Marsham—
Contributions .....c.ecsee 1113 0
Millwood—
Contribntions............ 2 33
Ossett—
Collections ........ceeeet 2 00
Salendine Nook:
Contributions ... 410 0
Slack Lane—
Collection.......coveveeeene 58 8
25214 O
Less Expenses........ 1 2 0
25112 6
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NORTH WALES,
Drewniansurxe.

Llanrhaidr—
Contribution

SOUTH WALES.
CARMARTHBNSHIRE.
Carmarthen Tabernacle—
Contributions 21 4 6
Rhydwilym—
Contributions

GLAMORGANSHINE.
Cardiff, Bethany—
Contribs. on account,..
Do., Tredegurville —
Contribs. on account...

20 0 0
33 0090

MoNMOUTHSDIRE.
Alergavenny, Frogmore
Street -
Collection tor 7. & 0.
Contributions ............
Do., Lion Street—
Contributions
Abersychan—
Contribntions ............
Pontrhydyryn—
ContribatioAs...........e
Pontypool, Crane Street-—
Contributions
Raglan—
Contribntions ............
Rhymney Jerusalem —
Contributions

1513

PEMB2OKESDIRE.
Bethabara—
Contribntiors ..
Pembroke—
Contributions
Pembroke Dock, Bush
Street—
Contributions ..

SCOTLAND.

Old Hinder—
Contributions

FOREIGN.
CANADaA.
Montreal—
Joseph Wenham, Esq.
TASMANIA.
Lannceston —
Contributions Sunday
School, by Rev. H.
Dowlmg, for Delhi

5

JAMAICA SPECIAL FUND.
The following sums have been received on account of this Fund, from October 21st lo

Kettering, by Rev. Jas. Mursell
Metropolitan Tabernacle, by T.
) 1. DRI
Do. for Rev. C. y
Heywood, by Rev Jas. Dunckley

6
A Friend, by Rev. T. Foston, Chelwnhnm 5
1]

J. P. Bncon Esq., Edmonton.

Esq. . e
Hnmpsteﬂ by Re .
Chipping Norton, by Rev R. Bmwn

Abbey Rond, St. John’s Wood, by Rev Ww.

SOt eeeernnninnnes

Rochdale, West Street, by G. T. Kemp,

et e

November 20th, 1865.

2 6 Bringley, by Rev, J. C, Forth.. 217 ¢
Milford, by Rev. D. George 018 0
2 0 W.R. ... 160 0 o
¢ 0 Arnsby, by Rev. 111 0
1 6 Accrington, by L. Whlt&l\El jan, Esq. ... 11 2 0
00 Nottingham, Derby Rond, by Rcv J.
........ 00 Martin, BLA. cooevreeciinesinrneensninnienene 16020
T. French, Esq., Mecopham, by .
810 Bowser, ESqQ. .co.cooviviaiaiiinanie 1 00
510 Newbury, by Rev. T. M. Roberes, B 3130
3 0 | Camberwell, on account, by
Esq. 50 0
o0 Gover, W., Esq. 5 0
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£ s d
Gover, Mrs. W. i .1 0 9
Reccles, by Rev. G. \\'nght 110 0
Qadby, by Rev. T. Lomas ...... 018 0
Neutune, Rye Hill, by Mr Thomas
Sharp 334
‘Windsor, by Tev. S, L|llycrop 270
Fnends at Dorchester, by Rev. E. M
[ ORI . 200
Penznnce, by Rev. T. Wilshire 215 6
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£ s d.
Winchester, City Road Chapel, by Mr. J,
Greenfleld ... .5 00
Wellington, by W. D. Horsey, Ei L1312 8
Kingstanley, by Rev. J. C, Buttel
M.A.. 512 0
AFﬂend Norwic 100
Bristol, byG H. Leo 65 0 0
Do, for Rev. T Lea .. 5 00
‘Wallingford, by Rev. 1012 ¢

FOREIGN
Arrica—Cameroons, Fuller, J. J., Sept. 26; Smith,
R., Sept. 30; Thomson, Q. W., Sept. 26,
SIcREA LEoNE, Dibnli, Mrs., Oct. 19; Hoseley,
J.C., Oct 17; Weeks, G. S., Oct, 19,
AsnO—AGnA, Bernard, J., Sept. 30; Williams, J.,
ct. 2.
BERBAMPORE, Bailey, W., Sept. 15.
CALCUTTA, Lewis, C. B., Sept. 22, Oct. 7.
CHITTAGONG, McKenna, A., Sept. 19.
Coromso, Pigott, H. R., Sept. 30,
DeLm, Parsons, J., Nov. 14,
IntaLLY, Kerry, Mrs., Scpt. 21,

SEwEY, Williamson, J., Oct. 2; Kylas Chunder
Mither.

EuroPE—FRaNCE, GuUINGAMP, Bounhon, V. E.,
Nov. 2.

Pari1s, Coto. W, M., Oct. 30.
GERMANY, HaMBURG, Oncken, J. C., Nov. 18.

LETTERS RECEIVED.

Norway, CERISTIANA, Bubert, G,, Nov, 10,
‘West Inp1ES, BABAMAS, TORKS IsLANDS, Gardner,
A. W, Oct. 17,
Granp TUrk, Low, A, C., Sept. 18; Kerr, D. S.
Sept. 15.
Nassau, Davey, J., Oct. 23.
Havrr, PorT AU PRINCE, Baumarn, W,, Oct. 23.
JA(B)(AICA. Browns Town, Clarke, J.. Sept. 7,
ct. 23
Faunourn, Kingdon, J,, Oct, 23.
Four Pu‘ns. Claydon, ‘N., Sept. 7.
JErIcmo, Clarke, J., Qct. 20.
Kixesron, Oughton, S., Oct. 23.
MontEGO BaY, Henderson, J, E., Oct. 7. .
Rr1o Bueno, East, D. J,, Oct. 6, 19.
St. AwN'S Bay, Millard, B., Oct. 5, 23.
Seantse Town, Phillippo, J. M., Oct. 19, 23.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS.
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Mrs Shoveller, Portsea, for Parcel of Magazines.

Friends at Metropolitan Tabernacle for Clothing for
Jamaica.
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