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FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE.

CALCUTTA.

From a journal kept by Mr. De
Monte, who labours diligently in
connexion with our European bre-
thren in this city, we select a passage
illustrative of

T'he objections raised by Hindoos and
Musulmauns against the Gospel.

Most of my time having been spent at
the villages, I have had but few opportn-
nities, comparatively speaking, of labour-
ing in the city of Calcutta.. However,
when not engaged in the southern parts, I
often preached at the Jin Bizir chapel,
and occasionally at Hiurd chapel, and at
Sibpur, at the Rev. G. Pearce’s house.
At the Jin Bazir chapel the number of
hearers varied from twenty to fifty on each
occasion ; and, in general, the word of
God was listened to with attention. Nay,
at times, some of them were so much in-
terested with the things they heard, that
they strongly reproved those who inter-

. rupted me with frivolous questions. Some-
times, howcver, I was obliged to contend
with my hearers, who inaintained their
own dogmas in opposition to what I ad-
vanced ; but I crdeavoured to show my
opponents how inconsistent their ideas of
religion were. I will here relate some of
the eonversations I had with different per-
sons on various subjects, at which times I
seldom permitted such persons to leave
me without exhibiting to them the absur-
dity and sin of many of their religious
practices, and particularly of deifying any
creature whatever, aud adoring it as the

creator. A Brahmin once observed,
¢« Though Christiznity be a true religion,
sir, [ would not change my own creed, for
my shasters provide me with the means
of salvation.’” Preacher. * And pray,
what are those means by which you ex-
pect to be saved?” B. “ Why, among
many atonementsthat might be mentioned
for the expiation of my guilt, if I but once
only bathe in the Ganges, I shall be pu-
rified from every sin, and be saved.” P.
“ How can this be true, since your inward
part, your immaterial soul, is contaminated
by sin; and the water of the Ganges, in
which you bathe, cacnot touch that, it can
only remove the filth of your body, but it
cannot efface the stains of iniquity from
your soul, which you bave contracted by
sinning against God? If vour supposed
holy water have the power of cleansing
what it was applied to, still it cannot
touch your heart, how then shall it purify
it, and cxpcl the evil propensities that
harbour therein? For instance, suppose
this box (pointing to a de:zk that lay be-
fore me in the chapel) to contain some
clothes that nceded washing, and suppose
it was water-tight, and you were to take
it to some river acd immerse it, and af-
terwards scrub the outside with sand and
water, do you think, by so doing, the
clothes within would be rendered clean?””
B. ¢ True, they would not be cleansed by
thus washing them, but stiil Ganggd is
verv c¢fficacious in purifying the heart.”
P. * But, my friend, your mere assertion
will not do, you must give wme some proo's
of its power to cleanse the heart.”” B.
““Our shasters tell us that a bath in the
water of the Ganges will remove everv
sin from the heart, and save tbe sinoer
from his deserved punishment. Nay, in
some of our shistyas it is written, that if
L



SH4

a very poer and sick man remembers only
the holy river with faith, it will make himn
vich as well as kealthy,” P. *Can you
believe this, when you see thousands of
indigent, sick, and wicked Hindus bathe
in your sacred river, and still they remain
as stckly, and poor, and wicked as they
were before their bathing in it?” B,
** Their want of faith is the reason of their
not obtaining the desired object.” P,
‘* But how can you say so, since you see
persons comc from a distance of three and
four miles in the cold season, or in the
month of December, and that before the
dawn of the day, to bathe in the river?
Now, can you think that if these men did
not firmly Lelieve on the virtue of washing
in it, they wounld suhject themselves to so
much incenvenicnce ”’  B. ¢ There must
be some defect in their faith that they get
not the things which they need, because
our shastras plainly and repeatedly teach
us that bathing in the Ganges is productive
of much fruit.” P. *“For a moment lay
your shisirds aside, and exercise your
reason, and then you will know what is
true ; but if you be deaf to its dictates,
you must be bewildered, and lost in a la-
byrinth of endless errors; and be assured,
my friend, that you will have to give an
account of the use you make of this si-
lent monitor: however, as you so often
have recourse to your shastris, and blindly
give credit to the declarations contained
therein, I will show you thence, that ba-
thing in Gangga will be of no avail to a
sinner ; and if you consult them you will
find among many passages that might be
cited to the purpose, the following, in your
sbéstra, called Shudditotto —¢ Gangga-
toeno Kritsneno mridbhéroischonogapo-
moi, Amritd matokaschoibo bhabodusto no
shusdoti,” And the meaning of this sen-
tence perhaps you know is this——* Should
a man, whose heart is impure, rub his
body until he had expended a mountain of
the mud of the Ganges, and bathe in its
water down to the very last period of bis
existence, still his heart would not be
cleansed.”” Hearing this passage, the man
waved giving me an answer ; and, in the
meanwhile, I implored him to take refuge
in Christ, telling him that his blood only
cleanseth from all sin. I also urged him
to consider the many palpable contradic-
tions contained in his shistris, such asare
seldom to be found in compositions pro-
fessedly human, After this the man
heard all that I addressed to him in si-
lence, and at length promising to follow
my advice, bade me adieu. At another
time, two Mussulmins interrupted me
while T was speaking to a large concourse
of people, on the cfiicacy of the death of
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Christ. One of them observed, that it
was very wrong in me to persuade men to
forsake the religion of their forefathers,
and to profess another. I replicd, ** then
Mabidmed also acted wrong, in that he
not only ecalled on men to forsake their
religion, but compelled them, by dint of
the sword, to rcceive- the precepts and
doctrines of his Koran?” M. “ When
did he do so?” P, *“Consult your Ko-
rdn, and you will find that he not only
did so, but also commanded all his follow-
ers to do the same, telling them that, if
in doing this they were to lose their lives,
they would immediately enter the heavenly
mansion, and be happy for ever!” « True
sir,” says the other Mussulmin, ¢ it is the
will of God that we bring unbelievers to a
knowledge of him.” P. ‘* Then you see
I am acting conformably to the- will
of God in exhorting sinners to turn to
Christ.” M. ‘It is good to preach to
the Hindus, but not to us, who have the
instructions of the true prophet.” P.
“But if the instruetions of your prophet
are not calculated to fit you for heaven, it
is desirable, nay, indispensably necessary,
that you should look out for some other
guide who is able to reconcile you to God,
and to lead you to heaven.” M. * Sir,
you hlaspheme ! for the Koran is the word
of God ; and what can be more effectual
in leading the heart to him than his
word 2’ P. *“ My friend, to be plain with
you, I do not believe that vour Koran is
the word of God, and that Mohamed is
his prophet, I am aware, indeed, that he
has inserted in his book some passages of
the Old-and New Testaments, and thcse,
I own, ave instructive, and are the true
word of God, if they are inserted as they
are recorded in the Bible; butin most, if
not all cages, Mohamed has so artfully
transcribed such passages, and perverted
their meaning, that their primary signifi-
cation is lost, and they are rendered sus-
ceptible of many ambiguous explanations ;
and if you, for a few minutes, lay aside
your prejudice, and impartially examine
the verses alluded to, and compare them
with the original, you will soon perceive
the truth of my remarks. I can also tell
you from whom your prophet got the
Scriptures, and. who assisted him in se-
lecting and inserting those passages in his
Koran.” M. * You Christians have cor-
rupted the word of God yourselves, and it
is a great sin to hear you ;" and'so saying,
with hasty strides, they left the chapel.
Alas! how blinded are the votaries of the
impostor ; and how strong the chain that
holds them fast in their fatal delusion!
but, as the Lord can and will break off
these shackles of ignoronce, and emancis
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pate them from the thraldom of theo
wicked one, we ought not to desist from
preaching Christ to them, seeing ‘‘ there
is no other name given under hcaven
among men whereby they can be saved.”

Mr. De Monte gives the following
account respecting the

Progress of the cause at Luckyan-
tipore.

Since the date of my last journal, it is
pleasing to observe that we have lost no
adult brother or sister at this station by
death ; and, though the additions that
have been made from the heathen to the
Christian population are small, yet I have
every reason to thank God for his mercy
in blessing my humble labours in these
villages. Four Hindus, with their families,
(who heard the word of God for alength
of time), have been brought to give up
their caste, hoping to be saved through
Christ alone, The names of these persons
are as follow :—Akur Buddi and his mo-
ther, and wife of Dhinkata; Bhim Man-
dol and his wife Adoni, of Choukitold ;
Kasinath Bar and his wife, of Ladésipur,
and Bindd Moudol, of Mardpii. Akur
Buddi and his family, and Kasinith and
his family particularly, heard the word of
God from me,both at the Dhink4ti chapel
and at their houses during the last two
years ; and, as the attendance of these
persons on the means of grace is regular,
I hope they will be made meet to be par-
takers of the inhcritance of the saints in
light ; and, if angels rejoice at the con-
version of one sinner only, how ought we
also to rejoice at the conversion of sinful
men, and be excited t> abound more in
the work of the Lord, since we see that
our labour is not vain in the Lord. As
some of these converts can read, 1 hope
in'time they will become useful members
of the church. In regard to the different
villages mentioned in the first paragraph
of my journal, and which arc situate
around Lakhyantipur, I have not ceased
‘to visit them as often as T could save time
from my stated engagements, and hun-
dreds of people have been addressed at
Ladasibpur, EAmn4, and Banspalla; and
it is encouraging to report that most of
them heard attcntively the word of God.
At Magrahat, or market, where I preached
almost every Thursday when I lived at
Lakhyintipur I had vast numbers of hear-
ers. My auditors in gencral approved
the word of exhortation, and such as
could read gladly received tracts, Atone
tine, however, to my great Sorrow, soinc
of my hearers said, * What is the benetit,
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Sir, of professing Christianity,when thesa
who do so are no better than they wera
before ; nay, sonc of them often act very
outrageously and proudly.” I rveplicd,
“ My friends, snch is not the effiuct of
Christianity ; it is rather calculated to in-
spire men with the contrary virtucs, such
as humility and probity, and also to pro-
duce in them fervent piety towards God,
and benevolence towards all their fellow-
creatures.” H. ¢ We would believe this
if we did not know the facts we mention.”
He mentioned afterwards some improper
things which he said had been commiited
by Christians, but of which I knew ns-
thing. I then added, “ I am not aware
how far your statement is correct; how-
ever, [ can assure you this, that those
persons whom you charge with such evil
actions do not belong to us; and, whether
what you say is true or not, 1 can only
eay this, that such a line of conduct is
quite unbecoming a Christian, But now
permit me to observe, that impropriety of
conduct is not a good reason to reject the
Saviour, whose blood (only) cleanseth
from all sin.”” As none answercd again, I
enforced on them the necessity of repent-
ance, and of faith in Christ, as the oniy
and sure mcans of salvation.

He closes his journal by detailing
a visit paid to several villages south
and south-west of Luckyantipore,
scarcely ever visited by Christian
Missionaries before.

The first village we visited is cailed
Binchibra, and it has a pretey large popu-
lation, peopled by respectable and well-
informed persons. We spent a day here
in preachinz ; in the course of which not
less than two or three hundred people vi-
sited us, Many heard thc word atten-
tively; hut a few Brihmdns contended
awhile that the Hindu incarnations were
able to save them, and that they necded
no other foreign Saviour. However, when
the characters of Ram, Krisno, &ec., were
examined, these supposed gods appearcd
to be but sinful men, and great monsters
of iniquity ; and, thcrefore, I obscrved,
that to depead upon them far salvation is
great folly. DMy opponents soon held
their peace, and I believe some of them
felt the truth of what was said. In the
meanwhile the majority of my heavers
seemed to approve the word of God, and
heard of the love of Christ with attention.
In the afternoon the daroga (chicf pelice
officer), and the muushi, his assistant, of
this village, came to sce Mr. Pearce in
our tent. The darogi appeared in the
habiliment of a Hindu, and the munshi
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in that of a Mussulmar. ; and no doubt
they pass as such among their neighbours,
However, when T commenced speaking
with the munshi, and Mre, P, with the
daroga, we perceived them to be loose
believers in their vespective creeds, In
short, discoursing to them on the neces-
sity of an Almighty Saviour to make an
atonecment for sin, they observed that
they did not sec any need of him j they
thought that a little repentance of their
past sins, honesty in dealing with men,
and piety towards God, are sufficient to
make them the favourites of that merciful
Being, who, they said, is limself willing
to save all mankind. Tndead their pre-
possessions were so great, that though Mr.,
P. endcavoured his utmost to convince
them of their mistakes, yet they held fast
their errors with firmness, and therefore,
after advising them to reflect on what they
heard, we left them, The next village we
came to is called Biddddharpur. Here
about fifty persons heard the word of
(God; and, what is pleasing to observe,
almost all gave heedto the word addressed
to them. None contradicted me. Some
of them repeatedly acknowledged the
truth of the arguments made use of to
show the utter inability of idols and of
the Hindu gods to save sinners from their
deserved punishment.  They listened to
me with seriousness and docility and a
boisnob or the worshipper of Krisno, parti-
cularly appeared to be affected at what he
hcard, and uoffered toforsake idolatry ; but
as now and then he took occasion to in-
timate his extreme poverty to us, and as
he had heard the word of God for a short
time only, there is reason to think he
was actuated rather from sordid principles
in his professions, than by any just regard
for the religion of Christ. On my asking,
therefore, the reason of his taking so
hasty a step in an affair of the highest
importance, he replied, that, on a certain
occasion, he reccived a Bangili tract from
me at Mitri market, entitled, ¢ The True
Refuge,” by reading which, he perceived
that none but Christ could save him, and
that the Hindu shastrds were but a col.
Jection of fables. Hearing these, I fur-
ther instructed him in the saving truths of
the Bible, and advised him to come to the
Dhénkéia chapel, where, he was told, he
would obtair means of grace calculated to
lecad him in the way of salvation. He
promised to do so, but he has not since
madce lis appearance,  Leaving this
place, we entered another village, called
Dovérampur, where we preached to many
Hindus the word of life. Some of these
people assented to what we declared, and
secmed to Jisten to 1ae with great attention ;
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however others contended awhile that they
did every thing, whether good or evil, ac-
cording to fate ; and onc of them, if pos-
sible, more silly and ignorant than the
rest, observed that he expected to he saved
by worshipping bis Gdru (teacher), who,
he said, would not fail to take him to
heaven, On hearing our replics, however,
these men perceived their mistakes, and
approved the word of Christ. While Mr.
Pearce remained at this village 1 went as
far as Culpi, distant about six miles to the
west from our tent. Here was a village
market, where I preached to about two
hundred Hindus and Mussulméns, who
heard me with attention on the conde-
scension and love of the Lamb of God
that taketh away the sin of the world,
Sceing a temple situate at the southern
extremity of this market, I went to it,
and took my stand at the door. Here
were exposed to the view of the populace
three large idols—XKali being placed in
the centre, on her right hand side was a
new idol, invented in these parts, called
Foujdirthikur, or the great police officer,
and at herleft side stood Panchdnondo. Five
Bramons sat near these images, receiving
presents and homage from the people,
who gathered around me from every part
of the market, in such great numbers,
that I was almost suffocated by them. I
cxpatiated on the great sin of worshipping
these dumb idols, and, I hope, showed to
the conviction of some of my auditory,
that idolatry was opposed both to the word
of God and to the dictates of sound reasou.
Afterwards, perceiving that one of the
Brimons whe attended on the idols was
drunk, and consequently was indulging in
many frivolous questions, I exposed the
inconsistency of his conduct to the popu-
lace, and endeavoured to show them the
various ways by which these false guides
deccive them, and keep them in utter
darkness, in order that they may live upon
them. The people with one accord boldly
declared that I said nothing but the truth,
and seemed to look on them with disap-
probation. After this the Brimons ob-
served silence, and this enabled me to
discourse, without interruption, on tho de-
pravity and blindness of the human heart,
and on the mnecessity of its thorongh
change, and also on the provision that is
made in the Gospel for sinners. The
people, who perhaps never heard the
Gospel before, were now made acquainted
with the power, love, and works of
Christ. Many of these écemed to feel
a concern at what 1 had stated, aund
Leord me ont, until I was spent with
fatigue, Some of them who rould vead ac-
cepted tracts with eagerness, and promiscd
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to read them with attention and to
come to us for further instructions on
these subjects, when their circumstances
would allow them. May the Holy Spirit
enable them to do it without delay. The
next day we journeyed to Gabbere, but
the people of this place appeared very
indifferent to the concerns of their souls:
a few persons only came near us, and
this, I fancy, was rather from curiosity
than a desire of knowing the will of hea-
ven. They were, however, addressed on
the necessity of repentance and of faith
in Christ, but they soon withdrew from
us, not caring for what we said, In this
village we met with more Brimons than
usual, which accounts in some measure
for the indifference of the people. The
last village where we preached is called
A’krabere. The inhabitants of this place
seemed by far the most civil, considerate,
and hospitable that we had seen. At first
indeed the people here, both men and
women, were much afraid of us, not being
aware of the purport of our errand ; per-
haps they thought, that our stopping there
would be attcnded with some injury to
thcm, However, when they understood
ithat our object in visiting them was
simply to do good to their souls, their
fears were removed. Some of them ran
to furnish us with fire-wood, while others
did every thing they could to supply our
wants. This was at night; for it was
quite dark when we got here: on the
morrow we spoke to them the word of
God, and they heard it with seriousness,
Whilc I was speaking on the danger and
sin of idolatry, one of my hearers accosted
another in the assembly thus: * Durga-
parsad, see now, how foolish and wrong
it is to worship idols,” To which his
companion seemed (o assent. In the
course of the day the report of our arrival
being spread over all the neighbouring
villages, three Brimons, with a number
of Hindus, came to hear us. These peo-
ple listened well, and appeared to raccive
what we said. Some of them promised
to visit our chapel, and Dhinkata on the
Sunday. During the night we where
here we had a severe thunder storm, and
a heavy shower of rain for half an hour,
but we were well sccured in the tent.
The people who carried our baggage were
all glad to take shelter in the tent too. In
the afternoon we left this village, and on
our return to Dhankata visited inour way
Hiuri, a largo maerket, where Mr. P.
spoke a considerable time to n large con-
gregation.,

As a postscripl to this article we
subjoin the following particulars

iven by Mr. Thomas, dated Sulkea,
%’Iarch 28, 1836 :—

I "have considerable hopes of shortly
receiving into our little church several,
who appear to be the subjects of a work
of grace. Two are proposed, and two or
three more will be proposed very soon.
The widow of the man of whom I gave
some account in the 15th Report, will
soon be baptized, should her health per-
mit, and probably her mother, both of
whom afford reason to hope they have ex-
perienced a change of heart. The wife
of one of my native members has, T hope,
passed through the same change. A
young wman, formerly in my school, and
now engaged to instruct my children, ap-
pears to love the Lord, and prays in a
pleasing manner ; he has thrice-engaged
in our prayer-meeting for native Chris-
tians. A respectable Brahman appears
determined to cast in his lot with us, and
has for some time been very regular in
his attendagce. A Maghal has repeat-
edly visited me, and I really think he is
the subject of a begun work of grace. He
comes from a distant part of the country,
and never had an opportunity of becom-
ing acquainted with the religion of Jesus
until he came to me. I have been ex-
ceedingly pleased with him, and from
many things which appear in him, T can-
not help hoping and believing that he is
a vessel of mercy. He makes no secret
of his change of religion, and appears
concerned to bring others to Christ. He
has asked for baptism ; and should he con-
tinue to make the advances he has
hitherto made, I shall not long hesitate
about receiving him. The heart is de-
ceitful I know, and hence I rcjoice with
trembling, but I know the grace of God is
all-sufficient, and we are assurcd that its
sufficiency shall be tested and abundantly
proved in the conversion and salvation of
countless multitudes ; all the ends of the
earth are to see the salvation of God—all
nations shall praise the Lord.

SPANISH TOWN.

We gladly comply with the re-
quest of a much esteemed friend to
insert in our Number for this month
the following remarks, extracted from
a letter wrtten by Me. Phillippo to
himself, under date of 13th July last.
1t will be perceived that Mr. Phil-
lippo’s obsecvations were clicited by
the inquiries of his friendly corre-
spondent, who had made him ac-
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quainted with the sceret insinna-
tions, and private statements, circu-
lated, with much assiduity, some
months since, to the disparagement
of our Jamaica brethren. We trust
that after the present article, taken
in connexton with several others
cqually satisfactory, which have al-
ready appeared In our pages, wc
shall have no farther occasion to re-
cur to this subject.  As for the indi-
viduals who have condescended to
engage in this petty and dishonour-
able warfare, we sincerely wish they
may become imitators, both in la-
bours and success, of the men whom
they have fruitlessly endeavoured to
degrade in public estimation.

‘Whben individual churches comprise
such members as are comprised in most
of our churches in Jamaica, and when
it is taken into the account that most of
our converts have suddenly emerged from
a state of semi-heathenism, it is scarcely
to be expected that they should endure a
critic’s cye, or that there should not be
found amongst them occasional incon-
sistzncics and sins; this the more espe-
cially, as from the influences of unjust and
oppressive laws, we, as ministers, have
been precluded access to the dwellings of
our flocks, and have been unable to sece
the influence of religion on them in their
families. Any instance of dcreliction
among them, each missionary deplores as
deeply as the pastor of any other church,
and | feel confident that none could more
diligently labour, both in the pulpit and
out of it, to prevent them.

In the admission of members, it is im-
possible for us to be more cautious. I
hesitate not to say, indeced, that we carry
matters in this respect to an extreme.
Seldom is it the ease, that we admit any
one to communion under a two years’ pro-
bation, whilst it is the common case that
they have been three, four, five, and even
seven ycars. As an evidence that we are
not less particular in the admission of
members than our brethren in England,
permit me to mention two or three cases,
out of many that I could select. On
Mrs. Phillippo’s return to England some
years ago for the benelit of her healil,
she was accompanied by a young woman,
a native, who had been connected as an
inquirer with the church at Spanish Town,
for a period of five years. A minister in
the country having had some close rcli-
gious conversation with her, was sur-
prised that she was without the pale of
the chiweh, and proposed her heing bap-
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tized without delay. Mr., and Mrs,
Burchell were accompanied home by a
similar individual, under similar circum-
stances ; and very soon after their settle-
ment (pro tem.) in London, the church
under the care of Mr. Upton, sen., were
so satished with her piety that their
venerable pastor baptized her.

When in England myself, a year or
two ago, I was sought out by a young
black man who had made his escape from
slavery. Ho had been attached to the
church at Spanish Town, and subse-
quently to the church at Old Harbour,
as an inquirer for years. After private
couversation with the minister and Chris-
tian friends, and after an application to
me by the vencrable and zealous pastor of
the church at Eagle-street, he appeared
before the church, was unanimously ac-
cepted as a proper subject for Christian
fellowship, and was accordingly baptized
by the Rev. Mr. Overbury.

At this very time I am engaged with
the church in examining candidates for
baptism. Among the number are some
very intelligent and respectable young
people, who have been inquirers, I may
say, probationcrs, for a period of upwards
of twelve months, their conduct during
that period having been perfectly con-
sistent, and their piety, so far as we can
judge, undoubted : but because they are
young, and have afforded such inade-
quate opportunities in point of time for
judging of their sincerity, they have been
recommended to postpone their applica-
tion a little longer. They received the
advice with tears, and from that moment
to the present, I am informed; their
uneasiness has scarcely had a respite.

As ministers of Christ—as men who
can judge of the piety or otherwise of
our fellow-creatures, by external appear-
ances only, what are we to do under such
circumstances?  Bvidently, to baptize
them, every church in Britain would
respond, and leave all consequences to
God. Bclieve me, my dear friend, that,
great as the nymbers arc that we annually
admit to our communion, we could admit
hundreds more if we were influenced hy
no higher motives than a mere incrzase
of numbers. Among those even selected
from the mass as giving evidence of su-
perior qualifications, many are turned
back ; and our principal concern on such
occasions is lest we have rejected many
whom Christ has not rejected, rather
than lest we should have received those
whom Churist lLias not received. .Of the
former, as an error of jundgment, I, as an
individual, have often had painful cvi-
dences, as well as of the latter.  This was
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the case a shert time ago, one instance of
which [ will adduce. On the morning
imnmediately following the day on which
I had administered the ordinance of
baptism, I was thus accosted by my bro-
ther missionary, the Rev. J. Edmondson,
the Wesleyan minister in this town :
“ My servant is in great trouble, crying
from morning till night, because you did
not baptize her yesterday. She tells me
she was objected to because she did not
express herself clearly on some essential
points, but I can assure you, from the
testimony of my predecessor, and from
my own opportunities of judging, that I
believe her to be a truly sincere and
pious Christian, Such indeed is my
opinion of her that I should be glad to
icceive her into the church under my
care.”

* So much for tbe admission of members
—now for discipline. Most of us have a
church.meeting every week; and having
one or two deacons (or those who act as
such, by assisting -us in the discharge of
our, pastoral duties) on 'almost every
estate, numerous as our churches are,
searcely a single act of serious discrepancy

can arise without our knowledge. Things:

indeed of the ;most trivial nature, and
others less trivial, but which are connived
at: at home, are brought for adjustment
before our churches here. As soon as
any one is convicted of being in the indul-
gence of actual sin, the preliminary steps
of course being taken, he is instantly ex-
-cluded, and the cause of that exclusion is
publicly proclaimed. To show to the
world our intolerance to sin, in whomso-
ever it is found, we have been apt to ex-
ceed the apostolic command ; hence  sus-
pensions’ are very little known amongst
us, and of those who are the subjects of
oxcision, scarcely one in ten turns back
again into the world. So far as my
own church is concerned, and I have a
right to presume that others of the same
standing are equally uncorrupt, I am
persuaded that a purer church, under the
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same circunstances, docs not exist in any
missionary station in the world. [ might
have gone [urther, and put it on a footing
with the churches with which I am ec-
quainted in England and America. But
if the chiurches in Jamaica are inferior to
them in piety and sound scriptural know-
ledge, what has becn the cause, and who
are to blame? Not the missionaries and
their flocks, but British Christians, in so
scantily supplying the field with labourers.
I, for instance, havc a church amounting
to nearly 1500 members, with perhaps an
equal ora greaternumber of inquirers. This,
together with preaching at threc subordi-
nate stations, exclusively of regular week-
day services at Spanish Town, with mar-
riages and funerals, and chapel and
school-house building, &c., &c. I can,
therefore, scarcely be supposed to perform
s0 many pastoral visits, or to possess so
many opportunities for communicating
private instruction, as a pastor at home,
who has less than onc-third of such
duties to perform,

Our incessant and carnest cry to
Britain, as missionaries, has ever been,
¢ Come over and help us; for the barvest
is great, and the labourers are few.” One
thing is certain, that there is neither
might nor counsel against the Lord, and
those of us who have been long. labouring
in this vineyard, feel persuaded that He
is on our side whom no stratagems can
baffle, and against whom no combinations
can succeed. I have frequently heard,
within these few months past, that many
very uncharitable things have been said re-
specting us, but as some of the parties
were young, all of them inexperienced,
and most of them disappointed iu their
prospects, it has been thought the wisest
coursc by those implicated, to abstain
from all notice of them whatsoever, leav-
ing them to the control of that benignant-
and Almighty Providence, which worketh
all things after the counsel of his own
will.

LIST OF LETTERS LATELY RECEIVED.

East Inpies.—Rev. W. H. Pearce, Culcutta, April 9 and 13, and June 5; J. D.
Ellis, Chitpore, April 23 ; George Pearce, Seebpore, April 15; Andrew Leslie, Mon-
ghyr, Apnl 4; Henry Beddy, Patna, May 4; Ebenezer Daniel, Colombo, May -,
und June 27 ; G. Bruckner, Samarang, June 24.

Wist Inpirs.—Rev. W. Knibb, Falmouth, July 18 ; John Clarke, Jericho, July

21; T. I'. Abbott, Lucea, August 2 ;

T. Burchell, Montego Bay, July 26, and Auy.

22 and 30 ; J. Clark, Brown’s Town, July 19, and August 22; Mrs. Coultart, July
18; W. Dendy, Bethtephil, August 29; Samuel Oughton, Montego Bay, August 23
T. E. Ward, August 22 ; A. Henderson, Belize, July 17, and August 31.

Rev. J. Burton, Nassau, September 17 ; Joseph Doum, August 10; Ebenezer
Quant, Turk’s Islands, August 8, and September 12.
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PROCEEDINGS.

OXFORDSHIRE AUXILIARY
SOCIETY.

The Twenty-first Anniversary of
this Society was held at Chipping
Norton, on Tuesday, October 4th,
1836. Rev. D. Wassell, of Fairford,
preached in the morning, and Rev.
J. P. Mursell, of Leieester, in the
evening.

Herald.

At the public-meeting tn the
afternoon, Il. ¥, Wilkins, Fsq,, was
called to the chair. The Scerctary
read the Report, and the addresses
delivered on the oceasion produced
a deep impression on the assembly,
Dboth in regard to the increasing
tokens of the Divine Llessing on
Cliristian missions, and as to the vast
and urgent importance of all Chris-
tians combining their energics to put
an end to slavery, in all its forms and
degrees, throughout the world.

Contributions received on account
[from Oclober 20, to November
subscriptions.

Aston Clinton, collection, &c., by

of the Baptist Missionary Society,
20, 1836, not including individucl

Paisley, Rev. Mr. Smart’s congre-

Mr. Amsden.. . oniieiii i, 3500 gation, by Mr, Hardie. .......... 10 2 ¢
Chenies, part of collection, by Rer. . Bristol, Auxiliary Society, on ac-
John Goodrich. ................ 00 connt, by R. Leonard, Esq...... 30 0 o
Cambridge, Awuxiliary Society, by Oxfordshire Auxiliary Society, viz. :
Ldward Randall, Esq.. .......... 63 18 1 Abingdon, by Rev. John
Olney, suabscriptione, by William Kershaw, subscriptions R
Andrews, Esq........... ....... iz 6 0 and collection... ...... 21 7 3
Rugby, Ladies’ Association, by Rev. Donations for Mr. Knibb’s
E. Fall. ......... S 5 00 Waldensia chapel.... 21 0 ¢
—_—2 7 3
DONATIONS.
Friends, by Miss Danicl, for Byamuville Cbapel.... .... vess 80 1 6
omas Gurney, Esq................ ...l 25 0 0
Thomas Farmer, Esq., Gunnersbury. 10 0 0
William Key, Esq., by the Secretary. 1 0-0
Mr. John Anderson, Spiltal.. 1 00
B L e eeree e, 010 0
LEGACY.
Mrs, Taylor, late of Greenock, by Rev, George Barclay... ... 413 1

The Committee of the Baptist Missionary Society discharge a pleasing obligation

in publicly acknowledging the great kindness and liberality shown to their brethren,
the Rev. Edward Steane and C. E. Birt, who have just concluded a tour through
Scotland on behalf of the Society. Tle ministers and Christian friends who have
received and assisted their brethren in their journey, will accept the cordial thanks
of the Committee. An account of the collections, &c., will appear in our next
number.

TO CORRESPONDENTS,

A box of sundry articles of clothing, &c., kindly forwarded by Mrs. Horsey,
and other Ladies ot Taunton, for tho Rev. Thomas Burchell, of Moutego Bay, has
been duly received ; as also, a parcel from DMr. Francis, of Nailsworth, for the same
destination,





