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FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 

JAMAICA. 
Late arrivals from this island have 

brought ,>.. variety o£ communications 
respecting the progress of our mission 
there. The inte[Jigence from our. 
brethren Burchell and Knibb wiLL c;on­
veniently form diatinct a1:ticles.; the 
principal facts narrated from otheu 
statements we shall present in. a com-
bined view. · 

The health of Mr. Gardner has been 
so much affected as to render it neces­
sary for him to retire from King,ton 
for a season to a cooler residence in 
the interior. Ue has, accordingly, 
paid a visit to l.Vlr- Clarke, at Jericho, 
in the parish of St. Thomas-in-the­
'(ale, and derived benefl.t from the 
chauge. Th1>11gh the chur.ch under 
Mr. Gardner's care has not been, alto­
~ether free from causes of disquietude, 
he gratefully reports that he is not 
without encouragement. "On the 
first Sabbath in August," he writes, 
•• I had the happiness of baptizing 
fifty-three persons, who, by their pre­
vious cond,uct, and the relation of their 
experience, gave me reason to hope 
that they were truly the discipl,es of 
Jesu.s. Do pray for'. me, that wisdom 
t~ direct and grnce to support may be 
g1ve11 me, and that in the last day I 
may rejoice that I have not run in 
vain, nor laboured in vain." 

'With the zealous and persevering 
exertions of Mr. Phillippo in the cause 
of Negro education, our readers have 
loog been acquainted. His schools at 
Spa11ish Town, commenced several 

years ago, and carried forward by his 
generous and self-exhausting efforts, 
when there was little around to en­
courage him, have lately been re­
modelled in a form more adapted to 
the present circumstances of the is­
land, and have been hono11red with 
the patronage of the Governor and the 
Marchion.ess of Sligo. The "school­
rooms," he writes, under date of Octo­
ber 30th, "have been tardily, id vancing 
to completion ; but very Little now 
remains except the fitting up. They 
are noble buildings ; and the institu­
tions connected with them, I have no 
doubt, with the blessing of God, will 
answer in an eminent degr.ee the ob­
ject of their establishment." We learn, 
with satisfaction, that Government have 
made a grant of £500 towards defray­
ing the balance due on these useful 
and much-needed erections. In Mr. 
Shotten, Mr. Phillippo has found an 
assistant well qualified to co-operate 
in his benevolent labours. Soon 
after entering upon his duties, he was 
attacked by fever, so that, for a sea­
son, his life appeared in danger, but 
we rejoice to perceive, by the last 
accounts, that his health has been 
restored. 

The building of the chapel at Pas­
sage Fort is advancing steadily and 
well, aad the proprietors in that neigh­
bourhood manifest very friendly feel­
ings towards the undertaking, several 
having spontaneously offere_d either_to 
supply a part of the matenals gratis, 
to give a fortnight's labour of their 
apprentices, or to contribute a con­
siderable sum in waggonage. We 
shall be happy to hea1· of similar 

t; 
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rroofs of kindness in other quarters, 
as the principal impediment to the 
progress of the gospel, as ministered 
hy our brethren in various parts of 
1hc island, arises fr0m the difficulty in 
prol'iding places of worship for the 
members who are disposed to attend 
them. 

Under date of September 24, Mr. 
Taylor gratefully acknowledges the 
receipt of a libual supply of elemen­
tary books from the Sunday-school 
Union, and adds, "I have recently 
had a baptism at Old Harbour, when 
sixty were added to the church; and 
among the rest, a man of colour, well 
known to our missionaries in that 
quarter, who bas long been engaged, 
with much acceptance, as a preacher 
of the gospel in connexion with ano­
ther body of onr fellow Christians. Of 
the two chapels now building under 
Mr. Taylor's direction, each of which 
measures 50 foet by 60, with provision 
for enlargement, that in Vere is roofed 
in, and has been used for public wor­
ship, though not finished, for several 
months; and that in Clarendon, it 
was expected, would be covered in by 
the end of the year. 

At Jl[oront Bay, Mr. Kingdon la­
ments that the place in which he 
preaches is much too small to receive 
the numbers who wish to attend. The 
church at Jliount Charles has required 
the exercise of faithful discipline; but 
its pastor expected, soon after the 
date of his Jeuer (Sep. 1), to baptize 
a few individuals of whom he hoped 
well. 

A letter from Mr. Clarke, dated 
Jericho,,.'leptember 12, in addition to 
other very pleasing intelligence, af­
fords another proof of the diligence 
with which our dear missionary breth­
ren are exertini themselves to pro­
mote the cause of Negro education. 
He writes as follows:-

1 have made some progress in chapel 
building; and, though loaded with care, 
that I am reconciled to only because it is 
necessary for the glory of God ; yet hav­
ing the presence of my Divine Mast~r., I 
am happy, and see all things relating to 
my building business p1·ogressing as plea­
santly and speedily as I have a right to 
expect. The foundations of both chapels 
!,ave been levelled (both wi1h stone); and 
the materials for completing the buildings 
are in a state of forwardness, such a, to 

give ~he hope that, if we have fnvourabla 
weather, in si" months from this, if my 
unworthy life be spared, I may be preach­
ing in them the word of life, The other 
two chapels I shall proccecl with as soon 
after these now in hand arc completed as 
I possibly can, 

At the different stations I occupy, the 
work of God still appears to prosper 
greatly. Soon after my last baptism, I 
received the names of ninety•i:rnven new 
inquil'Crs on one evening., most of whom 
came from the St. John's mountains, 
which lie about five miles behind ·my 
dwelling, and are nearer to this station 
than to the one in St. John's, Since, a 
number more have joined as inquirers at 
all my four regular stations; and almost 
every week some come to he examined 
preparatory to baptism, 

In June last I commenced an evening 
school in my house here, and am happy 
to say that it succeeds beyond my e:g:­
pectations, and continues to increase. 
There are now 103 males, and 60 fe­
males, of all ages, from six to sixty; and 

.often more than 100 attend together on 
the same evening. They are kept at their 
lessons for about an hour, on the moni­
torial plan, and after that I teach them 
hymns, portions of Scripture, &c., asking 
questions, and giving explanations, as 
appears suitable ; a hymn or two is then 
sung, and we conclude, about 9 o'clock, 
with prayer. Many can already read 
easy lcesons; and a few, who knew their 
letters before, are reading in the Testa­
ment, I a!tend to this school three even­
ings each week; and the day-school, kept 
by Miss Merrick, is attended to six daye 
in the week, and some of the scholars 
attend also at both evening and Sabbath 
schools, I have lately had a grant of 
£10 for my schools from the Ladies' So­
ciety, and am applying the money to give 
instruction to some orphan and other 
poor children. l am in great need of 
school requisites, and have written for. 
some to Mr. Duun, of the Borough Road 
School, and shall thank you to pay for 
what is seut, should payment be required, 
and include all sums paid for me in a 
letter, that I may draw for so much the 
less in some of my bills. 

Our young friend, Mr John Clark, 
who embarked for St. Ann's in July, 
arrived safely at that port in the be­
ginning of September, after a very 
favourabk passage of seven weeks 
and two days. He was permitted to 
hold divine worship during the voyage, 
and was induced to hope, from the 
deep attention and evident concern 
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occasionally visible among his audi­
tors, that his efforts to promote their 
spiritual welfare were not wholly in 
vain. On his landing at the Bay, he 
was welcomed iu a most friendly 
manner by the members of the church 
there, and also by Messrs. Whitehouse 
and Bird, Wesleyan missionaries, the 
former of whom very kindly conveyed 
him in his own clw.ise to Tydenham, 
the residence of Mr. Coultart. Mr. 
Clark has begun his labours in a spirit 
of humility, affoction, and diligence, 
which we trust may be regarde<l as an 
earnc~t of the divine blessing; and 
our highly esteemed brother Coultart 
is greatly refreshed and encouraged 
by the aid thus furnished him in the 
cultivation of his wide and important 
sphere of exertion. 

A severe attack of bilious fever, for 
a

0

season, laid aside Mr. Hutchins, of 
Savanna la Mar, from his public en­
gagements; but he was soon, through 
the mercy of God, permitted to re­
sume them, and states, in a letter, 
written August 25, "We had delight­
ful days on the first and second of 
this month, when many flocked to the 
house of God to thank him for his 
goodness. I baptized twenty-one on 
the morning of the Sabbath, which, 
with the eleven baptized four weeks 
before, have made a considPrable ad­
dition to our small church. We had 
from a thousand to eleven hundred 
present at the services; and never was 
such a day known before in this town. 
Persecution and tyranny prevail to a 
great extent; but, thanks be to Geel, 
it turns out for the furtherance of the 
gospel. Let me entreat you to pray 
for me, ,that I may be blessed and 
made a blessing, that my life may be 
spared, and that the glory of God may 
continue in our midst.'' 

At both the stations under the care 
of Mr. Dendy, Salter's Hill and En­
deavour, the work of the Lord appears 
to be advancing in a very pleasing 
manner. The new chapel at the 
former, measuring 80 feet by 50, is 
nearly covered in, so as to admit of 
worship being conducted within its 
walls. The members of the church, 
?n the 13Lh of August, were 660, of 
1nquners 490, and the usual attend­
anc~ 1500, which is expected greatly 
to increase when the chapel is C'om-

pleted. In the months of September 
and October, two baptisms took place, 
at which fifty-six persons were ad­
mitted to church fellowsh1p, and 
several others had been exarpined and 
approved at the date of Mr. Dendy's 
last letter. At Endeavour, the num­
ber of members has been increased, 
by a recent addition, to 221; the in­
quirers are 240; and the congrega­
tion includes about as many more, 
belonging to neither class; and yet at 
present the only accommodation for 
these 900 individuals is a small house, 
for which we are compelled to pay a 
high rent, and which will accommo­
date only about fifty pnsons ! "All 
above this number," says Mr. Dendy, 
"being exposed to the scorching rays 
of the sun, or having merely s·me 
branches of trees thrown over a slight 
bamboo erection as a sh:1de-or, in 
case of a shower, to the rain from 
above, or the wet ground under feet, 
all of which are much more dang·er­
ous to health here than in a northem 
climate." 

We are truly happy to learn, that 
Mr. Abbott has recovered, in a great 
degree, from his late illness, so Lhat 
he is expected to be able to resume 
his public services by the end of the 
year. His place, both at Lucea and 
Green Island, has been supplied, 
principally, by Mr. T. E. Ward, for­
merly of the Wesleyan con!lexion, but 
lately united to the church at Fal­
mouth, under the care of brother 
Knibb. But Mr. Abbott also is 
greatly at a loss for means to build 
chapels at each of his stations, the 
present means of accommodation be­
ing altogether inadequate. 

While the proof. afforded, in the 
simple statements of fact now given, 
of the continued blessing of the Lord 
on the labours of our c1·ear brethren, 
will be grateful to many a Christian 
neart; it is earnestly hoped, that the 
great and pressing need of pecuniary 
help for the erection of places of wor~ 
ship, will be seriously taken into con­
sideration. It is belie"ed, that the 
sum~ provided for that purpose in 
1834, has been more than expended; 
thou~h, as payments have hee11 made 
from that fund. both in Jamaica and 
at home, it is impossible to ascertain, 
at present, precisely how it stands. 
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Hence t.J1e care of providing plain and 
1mbstantial buildings, in which the 
negroes, attached to our mission, may 
hear the word of God, devolves upon 
their Christian friends in this counh·y. 
\Vheu this wo1-k is once accom­
plished, there is every reason to be­
lie,·e, that the congregations thus 
formed would, in a very little while, 
understand the duty, and claim the 
privile~e, of providing for the minis­
try atnong themselves, and thus, re­
leasing the funds now employed for 
their benefit, t<> accomplish ~imilar 
good elsewhere. Ten thousand pounds 
would, probably, he adequate for this 
purpose, and ought there to be any 
difficulty in finding such a sum to meet 
the exigenC) ? 

It is not improbable that this 
paper will find its way to the hands 
of some, by whom the amount we 
have mentioned could be devoted at 
once, without suffering the slightest in­
com•enience themselves, or encroach­
ing in the least on the just expectations 
of others. Nor can we conceive, that 
it would occasion any remorse, either 
in the hour of death, or when the ac­
count of every talent is given up to 
the Supreme Proprietor of all, that 
such a portion of one of the meanest 
of those talents should have 'been so 
employed. The wise, to who·m we 
speak, will judge what we say. 

MONTEGO BAY. 
In a letter dated 22nd of Septem­

ber, Mr. Burchell gives the following 
account of the manner in which his 
people observed the 

Anniversary of Negro Emancipation. 
On Sunday, the ·2nd of Angust, we 

had the largest congregation that wae ever 
known in Montego Bay. We had full 
four thousand persons present at our 
pr·yer-mceting·, at 6 o'clock; and Ill the 
lowest estimate we had seven thousand at 
our morning service. The house we occu. 
py as our chapel ; the shed in the chapel­
yard, measuring 70 feet by 35; indeed, 
every part of tbe chapel-yal'd, ·which is 
large, were all crowded ; the streets also, 
the yard opposite the chapeJshnuse, the 
new chapel, and the yard in whl~h it 
stands, which is al10 large, were thiokly 
-0tcupied. Mr. Ward preached in the 
chapel-house, and I preached in the 
new chapel, standing upon one of the 
large joistr, After tho service, tho church 

a,~embled to tntnmcmoratc thn denth of 
Christ, when 1 had the pleasure bi gi-ving 
the right hand of fellowship to nbout n 
ln1n<lrcd and seventy new mPmberA, mo!lt 
of whom h•d been bapli•ed in the river 
adjoining the town on the preceding morn­
ing, Aug. 1st. Tho scene wns impressive 
and delightful ; every Jlart of the chapel­
house was crowded With communicants, 
and hundreds also were obliged to be in 
the yard : there were present not less than 
nftecn or sixteen hundred members. We 
had no public collection, but 1 recommend­
ed all who were sensible of God's mer­
cies in their cmancipatit>n, and who were 
of a willing mind, to come with a thauk­
offering, however small, and present it 
as a token of their gratitude to God ; and 
they came in crowds-11oung and old came. 
Mothers bringing their one, two, and three 
children, who were unfer six yea1·s of age 
when the Bill came · into operation, and 
their'Jittle infants in arms, to present their 
mite ; and marry a tear· of joy was shed as 
they cast it into the treasury of the Lord. 
It was interesting and deeply affecting to 
witness the scene ; and it is with much 
pleasure and with sincere gratitude to God 
I am enabled to inform you, that this 
chnroh came forward with its former Ji. 
berality, and has taken the lead of all the 
churches in the amount nised, although 
no public collection was made, 

Communications of a later' date 
give various particulars respecting his 

Subordinate Stations. 
1. GURNEY's MoUN'I'. The people in 

connexion with this church have,been neg-­
Jected most of all, and have enjoyed 
fewer means of grace than the people of 
any other of our churches. They have 
attended principally at Fletcher's Grove, 
and frequently at Montego Bay. Their 
·anxiety to enjoy the public means of grace 
has been very great, and their entreaties 
frequent and affecting. At Billington, I 
have built out-offices, which I am fitting up 
to serve as a 1esidence for the Missionary, 
till the chapel building expenses are met. 
I have made a road up to the premises; 
have cleared off ahout fifteen acres of 
land ; and am now building a ·tank for 
water, as sometimes we have to send four 
or five miles for water ; so that I have not 
bern inactive for the station. I expect to 
commence preaching in our old chapel­
house in a fortnight. 

JI. FLETCHER'S GROVll,'fourteen miles 
from Montego Bay, and oeven from Gur­
ney'• Mount. A large and commodious 
house was offered at this place a little 
after my return to the Island. We took 
a part of it for six months, agreeing to 
hire the whole for one or two year• 11ftor-
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wardo, If the p,011peeta became sufficiently 
encou,aging, We commenced in Feb,uary. 
I ha\fe praacl1ed there "" often ns was in 
my power on the Sabbath, aad on Friday 
cvenir,ge; indeed, ,here has been public 
oef\fice at least once a m<1t1th on the Sab­
bath, and once a fortnight in the week. 
Our Sabbath congregation hae va,ied 
from five hundred to a thou,and persom, 
nnd on the week evening it has avenged 
about a hundred and twenty, sometime• 
more, sometime• le1s. I have purrhased 
an acre and ,a half af land, delightfully 
aituate, with ·a •mall reeidence upon it, 
which I am repairing and fitting up for 
the missionary who supplies the Btation, 
and have hired the whole of the chapel­
house for one or two years as may be re­
quired. -This I &>all flt up ·f<1r the accom­
modation of the people; hundreds of 
wl1om now sit in -the yard, without any 
shelter from 'the-sun. -I hope to build a 
chapel on· the-premises during the period 
we occupy the hired house. At this sta­
tion, Mr. Andrews has commeneed-a Sab­
bath,sehool, and we have already above 
one •hundred children. 

III. SnoRTWOOD, seventeen miles from 
Montego Bay, and eighteen from Gurneys 
Mount. I have rerommenced my laoours 
at this ·station since the 1st of May, and 
now supply it one Sabbath -per month ; 
the attendance is delightful, from six to 
twelve hundred. I preached standing at 
the window of a house belonging to one 
of our members. The house is fully occu­
pied, but the mass of the people is in the 
yard, sitting upon benches made of a pole 
fastened on others -which are driven into 
the ground. It is d~lightful to witness 
this assembly, in the midst of an amphi­
theatre of mountaine, worshipping their 
Maker 11nder ·the canopy of heaven ; 
rudely provided for, but neatly clad, and 
conducting themselves with the greatest 
propriety. And it is gratifying to witness 
so many of them with the New Testaments 
,which.they received from the Bible Society 
under their arms carefully folded up in 
their handkerchiefs. The pleasure, how­
ever, of this scene is often interrupted, as 
I witness the poor people endeavouring to 
-protect their heads from the piercing rays 
of the sun, by placing a book or a large 
leaf upon their heads, and putting their 
handkerchiefs loosely on them ; and by 
seeing them sometimes looking up to this 
great luminary travelling in the full splen­
dour and strength of his m,jesty, as 
though they besought his compassi, n. I 
Mr. Andrews has·commenced a Sabbath- j 
school at this station also, and there are ' 
already nearly a-hundred children under 
instruction. I have succeeded in pur­
chasing a few_ acres of land, m~st plea-

1antly and healthfully 1ituated, and am 
now making prepai-ations to build a small 
house as a ternpotary residP,ncc for n 
missiotlary, and am about to t~kP- up the 
tent for the aceommo<latio11 of the p,,ople 
till we can build a chapel. 

IV. BETHEL H1u.-Eighteen miles 
·from Montego Bay; nine from Mount 
Carey; nine from Shortwood; and tw<:l·rc 
or more from Gumey's Mount. It is i;itu­
ated on the great interior road from Mon­
tego Bay to St. Elizabeth ; is about twenty 
three miles ftom Savanna la Mar, and 
thirty-two from Black River. At this 
place I ha'Ve rented a large house for three 
years, where I have service on wPek 
evenings, and where I am about to es­
tablish a BChool. My pro•pects here are 

-very en<'ouraging, but as I have not had 
posseseion many weeks, I will defer any 
farlhcr statements, as my time is so fully 
occupied with work that I have no time to 
write in anticipation. I have pu«hased a 
few acres of land adjoining the place I 
have rented, and hope to get a chapel 
built by the time the lease expires.• 

Perhaps you will ask what induces me 
to undertake so many new stations, and 
at such distances which necessarily occa­
sion so much travelling, &c. I will tell 
you. The motto of our Society is, 
'' Attempt great things for God-expect 
great things from God." In the spirit of 
this motto I hope to live, labour, and <lie. 

E_tfo.-t, JM the lnstroction of tl,e Young. 
During my stay in England, and espe­

cially during the latter few months, all 
parties were inquiring why we did not 
direct ,more of our efforts to the instruction 
of the young. I replied by stating our 
numerous difficulties during the reign of 
slavery, and our determination to act as 
soon as it was in our power; this was my 
own dete-rmination, and I believed it !o 
be that of my brethren. Immediately, 
therefore, on my return, I began to direct 
my attention to this important part of 
missionary operations, more especially 
important at the present crisis. Early in 
this year I heard that Mr. J. R. Andrews, 
a member of the church in Spanish Town, 
who, has been eng3ged for s.ome years in 
this department, was anxious to obtain a 
situation as master of a Lancasterian 
school in ccmnexion with SC\me one of our 
stations ; and being strongly recom­
mended to me by several of my brethren 
who knew him·well, I engaged him. He, 
with his wife and family, came to Mou­
tego B3yin 1 March, and commenced the 
school on the ht of April. Though we have 
hitherto been in want of a suitable school-

• \Vant of room compels us to d~fcr the ac­
count of a lifth !tation, JJ'lount Carey, till ne.st 
month. 
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room, •till our cuccess hM much exceeded 
our txpectations. We have nearly 150 
scholars on the list, anrl the daily at­
tendance is fully equal to our present ac­
commodations. About three months ago, 
I purchased a large l1ouse and yard for 
the school : the house is now undergoing 
the necessary alterations and repairs to 
recei \'C the children, and we have every 
pro~pect of increasing rncouragemcnt. 
The expense of the school is very great; 
having a schoolmaster and family to sup. 
port. Still, as this is the first Lancas­
terian school in the county of Cornwall, 
and as it is intended to train up teachers 
to s11perintend other schools, I have not 
hesitated to incur the expense, believing 
that yoa will cheerfully present its claims 
hefore the Christian public,~from whom I 
confidently anticipate some assistance. 
Air< ady I have two young men under 
instruction, for schoolmaste~; one of 
whom is sent by brother Knibb, for a 
school he contemplates at Falmouth. 
Other persons are making application for 
instruction and situations; but it is ut­
terly impossible for me as an individual 
to undertake more than I have done. I 
have now above one thousand children un­
der instruction at M ontego Bay, and at part 
of my out-stations. At the rest of my 
stations I am about to commence schools ; 
and I could enlarge at all, had I the 
means. I have stations situated in the 
most important districts of the country 
for the establishment of Lancasterian day­
schools; and I would most cheerfully un­
dertake them, could I but procure some 
pecuniary assistance. I feel intensely 
anxious for the rising generation, now 
growing up to he a free people ; and I 
feel deeply interested in their prosperity 
and welfare. At present I have strength, 
and I think I have a disposition equal to 
my strength, to work: all I need is help 
-pecuniary help. 

I have undertaken the Lancasterian 
and Sabbath-schools, encouraged by the 
assistance rendered by a few kind ladies 
connected with some of our churches in 
England. To Mrs. Wilcocks and the 
ladies associated with her, at Devenport, 
I am under the greatest obligations-the 
flourishing church at Ga,rney's Mount (for 
it is still flourishing in the midst of all its 
difficulties) was commenced in conse­
quence of an unexpected but liberal pre­
sent of fancy articles sent by them pre­
vious to the disturbances. And their 
present of fancy articles, with others from 
Ladies' Associations at Stonehouse and 
Kingsbridge, and from Mrs. Hawkins 
and friends at Derby, and a few of less 
value from other friends, induced me to 

undertake the Laucnsterian 1chool · at 
Montego Boy, and other school• in tho 
country, which afford us so much encou• 
ragement. I do hope that these friends 
will continue to render u~ their ai<l, n1ore 
especially at present, while we have to 
direct our most strenuous efforts to liqui­
date our chapel debt, and whilst, at the 
same time, so many additional schools aro 
needed. 1'he aid afforded by their pre­
sents, on my leaviug England, has been 
of most essential service. Indeed, the 
Lancastcrian school, which is likely to 
prove of vast importance to the next and 
future generations, is chiefly indebted to 
them. And I do most earnestly invite the 
ladies of other congregations to imitate 
the generous and praiseworthy example 
of the aforementioned disinterested 
friends, by which they can most effec­
tually assist us, and the rising free Negro 
people, without diverting their means 
from the general funds of the Society. 
And I will pledge myself to establish 
schools, and to have 1000 children of 
apprentices under daily instmction, as 
soon as they will give me the necessary 
pecuniary aid. 

We feel it altogether superfluous to 
subjoin a word by way of enforcing 
these appeais, or of recommending 
the laborious missionary who makes 
them to the sympathy and affectionate 
co-operation of our Christian friends. 
His statements speak for themselves, 
and demand our thankful acknow­
ledgments to that God who has 
opened before him such extensive 
scenes of labour, and given him faith 
to enter upon them. 

It must be evident to all, that fur. 
ther assistance is indispensably neces­
sary ; and under that conviction, the 
Committee have resolved to send him 
out a coadjutor by the first oppor­
tunity, notwithstanding the funds of 
the Society are unequal to its present 
expenditure. They wish, also, to ex­
emplify the Society's motto : "At­
tempt great things, and expect great 
things." 

FALMOUTH. 
Our readers will learn from the 

following extract, that Mr. Knibb 
emulates his brother Burchell in zeal­
ous efforts to promote the caus~ of 
Negro education. His letter is dated 
Falmouth, October 1, 1835: 



Missionary Hemlri. A') 
'1•-> 

l inclose 7ou an aeaount of the laying 
of tho corner-stone of the Lancaoterian 
school room in this town ; and beg leave 
to direct your attention to the subject, I 
am very desirous to obtain help to enable 
me to complete the building, and earneotly 
hope, that you will assist me in obtaining 
this, by any mean• you may possess. It 
is the first school-room in the parish, com­
menced on this plan. I am building it 
capable of holding from 200 to 250 chil­
dren, with a sliding partition to separate 
the girls from . the boys. There will be 
two play-grounds, totally distinct from 
each other. I expect the whole purchase, 
school erection, with out-offices and fences., 
will cost about .£900 currency. 

For about three months I have had a 
school about ten miles in the country ; 
one of the deacons, Mr. Lovemore, keeps 
it. He has about thirty day scholars, 
about one hundred Sabbath scholars, and 
he conducts worship on Lord's-day in a 
house built for the purpose by the poor 
people themselves. The expense of this 
establishment is about forty pounds ster­
ling per year. I hope to visit it once a 
month, to see all is right. Will any kind 
friend take it under his fostering care 1 

I have a very interesting young man 
now training at Monte go Bay, for another 
school, at the Refuge, which I hope to 
commence by Christmas ; and others I 
have, whom I could employ, if I had but 
the means. Think, my dear Sir, 120;8' 
children present, their parents all belong­
ing to my church, :at the laying of the 
corner-stone ! full 700 of them quite 
free ! no school, no kind instructor ! when 
I saw them my heart leaped for joy ! But 
sad is the reflection, for want of a few 
pounds, they must perish in ignorance ! 

In the procession were about one hun­
dred mothers with infants in their arms, 
all born free, but yet the slaves of Satan. 
Many of the parents had brought '.their 
children fourteen or fifteen miles to be 
present. We made a thousand cakes, 
.that each might have one ; and sadly wa.s 
I disappointed, that I had not enough. 
Well, my heavenly Father knows that I 
would instruct them if I could: may He, 
in infinite mercy, provide that knowledge 
they arc anxious to obtain ! 

The account in the Falmouth Post, 
to which Mr. Knibb refers in the be­
ginning of his letter, is substantially 
as follows: 

The foundation stone of the first Lan­
casterian school in this parish was laid in 
this town on Saturday last (26th Sept.). 
The number of persons assembled, both 
patrons of the institution, and! those for 

whom the in1cllution was dec1gncd 1o 
prove a blessing, was imm.en9c ; the chil­
dren alone being about 1200. Previou• 
to the time at which the ceremony wa!i to 
begin, the children proceeded to the spot 
in procession, with banners bearing tho 
clauses of the abolil ion law which had 
emancipated them from slavery. The 
service was commencced by the Rev. l'vfr. 
Vine, Independent minister of Arcadia 
assisted by the Rev. Mr. Woolridge, of 
Clarendon, who read the portions of 
Scripture selected for the ceremony. The 
verse• of Deuteronomy, in which the chil­
dren of Israel delivered from bondage, 
were called upon to remember the mercy of 
God, in the fidelity with which they should 
serve him, and the zeal with which they 
should bring up their children in the re­
membrance of Him, their deliverer, were 
strikingly appropriate for the occasion. 
The foundation stone was laid by J uhn 
Kelly and T. R. Vermont, Esqrs., magis­
trates of the parish, and bore the follow­
ing inscription : 

"Falmuuth, Trelav:ny-Jamaica, ss. 
'' This comer-stone of a builJing in­

tended for the purpose of Education on 
the liberal and comprehensive plan 
adopted by the British and Foreign School 
Society, was laid by JOHN KELLY and 
THOMAS R. VERMO'.'<T, Esquires, on the 
;i,,enty-sixth day ·of September, in the 

year of our Lord one thousand eight hun­
dred and thirty-five, being the second 
year of African Freedom, and the sixth 
year of the reign of William the Fourth, 
HoWE PETER, Marquis of SLIGO, being 
the Governor gf this Colony, and the 
Honourable WILLIAM FRATER the Custos. 
of this Parish, • 

" The Building to be erecteu under the 
superintendence of the Re,•erend WIL­
LIAM KNIBB, Baptist Missionary, and 
the• advantages of the institution to be 
available to all Children, irrespective of 
the , Religion• denomination of their 
Parents." 

Mr. Kelly, in a persuasive address, re­
minded the people of the great purposes 
of instruction, that it was the means of 
increasing their utility to themselves and 
to their country; that while the duties of 
order and of industry remaineu as para­
mount in a state of freedom as of bon­
dage, liberty had but imperfectly conferred 
its blessing on them, if they did not pro­
vide for their children that degree of in­
struction requisite to render them in all 
respects fitted for th~ better condition of 
freemen, whith was now theil" inheritance ; 
for it had been truly said, that the first 
country in the world could not be ma-
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nagcd by savages, anrl that it required 
but a very slight effort indeed of reason 
to discover that the produce of the land, 
and sccnrity of -property, depended ptin­
cipally upon the human animal ; for, if 
he be irile, vicious, and dishonest, the 
soil would be barren, and the products 
would be plundered. 

The Rev. Mr. Knibb, after mentioning 
the sources from which the first funds, 
,£300 sterling, were obtained towards 
the institution, that they wero contribu­
tions placed in his hands when in En­
gland he pleaded their cause, and the 
cause of moral -and reli~ious instruction., 
that it should be appropriated to build a 
school on the spot tin which Providence 
should assign him the duties of a Chris­
tian minister,-proceeded to enforce the 
duties of the parents and the children, in 
relation to one another-in r~lation to 
society-in relation to their country-and 
in relation to the Being, whose deliver­
ance of them from slavery they had been 
called upon to remember in a faithful and 
zealous discharge. of all their duties. 
God, ,,ho was nO respecter of persons, 
...-hile he disregarded the colour of the 
~kin, yet looked to the complexion of the 
heart. The impressions which it received 
in the period of life when instruction 
stamped its character, and knowledge 
gave it its befitting excellence, were the 
source of all that respect among men, 
which made some qualified to govern, 
others to administer the law. There were 
others, whose duty it was, to be obedient 
and serve ; but all were alike to be es­
teemed for public and private usefulness, 
and to be respected for their public and 
private conduct. It was the peculiar dis­
tinction of the king upon the th,one, that 
he reigned a king of freemen; other 
kings, his predecessors, great and gl~rious 
as their reigns may have been, reigned· 
and died kings of slaves ; but William the 
Fourth, though he ascended the throne 
like them, having slaves for his subjects, 
would close his life with the glory of being 
served only by a free people. The admi­
mstration Qf justice, the protection of pro­
per! y, and the defence of every member 
of the community from violence and out­
rage ; for which, under the wise ordi­
nances of Providence, all governments 
were institut~d, ga"VC to the magistrate 
power and authority, that he might be a 
terror to evil doers, but it was precisely 

so. that tho good migh\ enjoy in security 
all the blessings that were their own by 
their acquisit!On 01· their inbcrilancc. No 
man was raised above another for the 
sake of oppression; no man was exalted 
that others might be debased ; one of tho 
most impo1·tant lessons they would acquirQ 
by incercased knowledge, would be, duly 
to estimate their relations in this state of 
social order, and by a proper zeal for the 
govcmment that watched over them, pro­
tected them, and upheld them in the ex­
ercise of their rights, to maintain· that 
governmcnl in peace, strength, and se­
curity. His influence, if he could boast 
any among them, apart from the faithful­
ness with wbich he ministered to them as 
a Christian teacher, would be to keep 
them steadfast in the path of duty, not 
merely for the sake of that duty in its 
general sense, but for the particular re­
spect they owed· to the magistrates of the 
parish, who so conscientiously discharged 
the functions of their office, that the poor 
felt that_ in them they ha.d· sure friends 
and protectors. This was not the language 
of adulation. They were around him on 
the present occasion, some aiding in the 
ceremonies of the day, others count•• 
nancing theit· labours by their presence 
and· approbation, and testifying by that 
presence and approbation the liberality 
which animated at! their actions, and in­
·Jluenced all their sentiments. The Rev. 

, gentleman finally dosed his eloquent ad­
dress, by a fervent hope, that the corner­
stone of the temph, which they had now 
laid, would be the means of enabling 
them abundantly to convince the world, 
that knowledge and virtue were not foreign 
to the African; that ignorance too gross to 
be eradicated, and dispositions too d·e­
praved to be corrected, l.ad not justified 

1 the harsh dispensation that had for cen­
turies degraded them as slaves. 

We were much gratified to notice among 
the company present, the Rev. Messrs. 
Griffith and Panton, of the established 
church, who had that morning arrived i11 
the parish on a missionary excursion, and 
who, consistent with the pious zeal by 
which they have been ever animated, were 
present on this occ.asion of public useful­
ness and benevolence. 

The school is to be called Suffield School, 
i11 honou:r of the late excellent Lord Suf­
field. 

(The liu of wntribution1, lfc., iu1.navoi.dably po5tponed to our neit nu111be1·.) 

J. HADDON, PRI.NTEll,. CASTLE S'rtlll,ET, FINSBURY. 




