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BAPTIST MISSION.

HOME PROCEEDINGS.

ANNUAL MEETING.

THE services connected with another
Anviversary of the Society having closed,
we sit. down to commanicate the best account
of them in our power; happy that we can
employ, with reference to this Annoal Meet-
ing, the language of grateful satisfaction,
with quite as much propriety as on any for-
mer cocasion.

Through the kindness of the managers of
Salters’ Hall meeting house, the open meet-
ing of the Comnmittee was held in that com-
modious place of worship, on Tuesday
morning, Jane 17th. More than eighty
friends, chiefly ministers from the country,
were present; when various matters of
business were arranged, and information
given respecting the proceedings of the
Committee. Oun itsbeiogstated that Joseph
Gutteridge, Esq. was confined at Denmark
Hill by indisposition, and would be conse-
qaently unable to preside at the Anunual
Meeting, a resolution, expressive of regret
on this account, and of the earnest hope that
oar respected friend would soon be restored
to his usual Lealth, was proposed, and car-
ried with tbe greatest ananimity.

The trustces of Great Queen-street cha.
pel having found themselves obliged to dis-
continue the practice of lending it for such
occasions, the morning sermon on Wednes-
day was delivered at the ohapel in John-
strect, Gray’s Inn-lane, ocoupied by the
Rev, J. . Evans and friends, which had
been very kindly lent for the purpose. After
singing, the Rov, James Smith, of Iiford,
read the 49th chapter of Isaiab and prayed.
The Rev. William Yates, from Caloutta,
preached from Rom. i.28. * And even as
they did not Like to retain God in their know-
ledge, God gave them over to a reprobate
mind, to do those things which are not conve-
wieat ;" and the service was closed in prayer
by that venerable servaot of Christ, the
Rev. George Burder, for so many years the
much tespected Secretary of the London
Missionary Society. The hymos were read
by the Rev, Messrs. Clarabut of Tring,
Shirley of Seveuoaks, and Woollacott of

Westminster. Mr. Yates's discourse was
eminently perspicaous and simple, affording
a comprehiensive and affecting view of the
character ‘and influence of idolatry in gene«
ral, and of the Hindoo superstition in parti-
cular. In applying the description of the
text to the idolatry of the present day, Mr.
Y. exhibited very forcibly the idestity, in
its more important features, of idol worship
in tbe varions nations and successive ages of
the world. A reprobate mind, and a life of
debasement and impurity, were clearly shewn
to be invariahly attendant on the adoration
of false deities, and necessarily consequent
oo it. That the mind of the heatben is re-
probate, or disapproved, was readeved evi~
dent, First, by a reterence to their sentiments
concerning the Supreme Being, the numerous
inferior deities whom they worship, and the
graven images by which those deities are
represented to the worsbipper. Secondly,
The minds «f idolaters were shewn to be
disapproved in reference to the way of sal-
vation : some, suppusing that their chief
good will consist in absorption into the Su-
preme Being, seclude themselves from the
abodes of men; others practise such rites
as bathing in the Ganges, repeating many
tbousands of times the name of their chosea
deity, &c. Thirdly, ignoranee of the natura
of the means to be employed, involved, it
was agreed, a want of acquaintance with
the end to Le attained, Here the degraded
and absurd conceptions of the Hindoos, re-
lative to the nature and duration of futara
blessedness were stated, and a most explicit
and deligbtful proof was given, that it is
pecaliar to the Gospel to hring to light life
and immortality. The practice of things
not convenient,” wasreferred with furcible
illustrations to tbe vices ef lying, licenti-
ousness, covetousness, and cruelty, to which
the Hindoos are noteriously addicted.

The influence which the ignorance and
immorality of the heathen shoaid exert in
our minds, formed the subject of the latter
part of this adwirable sermon. We were
reminded—First, how dreadful are the evils.
resuiting from forgetfuloess of God. Se-
condly, bow lively should be our gratitude
for the benefits of the Gospel; and tinally,
how tenderly we should pity the heathen,
how fervently we should pray for thew, and
how zealously labour for their couversion to
God.

At six in the evening, a very nwmerons
and respectable congregation assembled at.
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Surrey Chapel, wheu a very lively and ad-
propriate discourse was delivered by the
Rev. Isaiah Birt, late of Birmingham, from
Eph. ii. 21. < In whom all the burlding, fitly
[framed tagether, groweth unto an holy temple
tn the Lord.” Mur. B. introduced the ser-
mon by referring to the important principles
universally recognized in the Gospel mi-
nistry, and to the great objects which it is
designed to promote, namely, the conver-
sion of sinners to God, and their preparation
in his church on earth for his heavenly king-
dom. Tle metaphors employed in Holy
Scriptore to illustrate the nature of the
church of Christ were then hriefly adverted
to, and the figure contained in the text thus
submitted to investigation. Tle preacher
noticed, First, the materials of which the
building is compnsed ; Secondly, its basis,
and the plan of its erection; Thirdly, the
means, instruments, and agency employed in
its construction ; Foarthly, the end for
which the edifice is reared ; and lastly, the
personal application of which the subject is
susceptible. Under the first Lhead, a series
of highly interesting remarks were made on
the component parts of this building., Their
value was estimated ; the comprebension of
angels and redeemed men in one society
alluded to; the diversity that obtains in
respect of nation and rank in life ; external
circnmstances and mental endowments were
mentioned ; and a reference, in passing, was
made to the gradatious in the angelic scale
of being. Tbe pumber of living stones,
their unpromising origin and nataral charac-
ter contribnted to reunder tlLe remarks on the
first division of the subject alike ample and
impressive. TIn referring to the basis and
the plan of the building, the snitableness
and sofficiency of Jesus Christ as the foan-
dation and the chief corner stone, formed
matter of pleasnrable enlargement, while
the reflection of the Saviour’s glories on
the part of his redeemed, conferred the
most delightfol interest on this section of the
discourse. The means, instroments, and
agency were next the sabject of reinark,
and subseqoently, the inbabitation of Ged in
tbe spiritual temple drew forth the animating
stalements and impassijoned appeals in which
thie venerable preacher feels himsell at home.
Io conclusion, the privilege and duty of
coutribuling to the erection of the glorious
edifice were earnestly and affectionately in-
culcated.

The Rev. Thomas Winter of Bristol,
prayed before the Sermon, and tle Rev.
Joseph Ivimey after it. The hymns were
given out by the Rev.Sammuel Nicholson of
Plywmooth, Edwards of Watford, and Har-
ness of Bridlington.

At the prayer meeling on Thursday morn-
ing at Eagle-Street, a traly Missionary ad-
dress was delivered by the Rev. James Hoby
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of Weymouth, founded ou Isa. lili. The
pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in his
hand.  Prayers and interoessions, with
thanksgivings, were offered by the Rey.
James Cuttress, of Ridgmount, I’. J, Saf-
fery of Salisbury, and D, Clarabut of Tring,

At 11 o’clock the Aunual Meeting of this
Society was held at Spa Fields Chapel,
which was filled with a numerous avd re-
spectable auditory before the bnsiness be-
gan. After singing and prayer hy the Rev.
Joseph Kinghorn of Norwich, W.B. Gurg-
NEY, Esa. being called to the chair in con-
sequence of the absence, tbrough indisposi-
tion, of Joseph Gutteridge, Esq. who was
expected to fill it, thus briefly addressed
the meeting :—

Christian Friends.—Called by your vote,
in consequence of the illness of my highly
esteemed friend, to occapy his place, I will
not trespass npon your time by any profes-
sions of incompetency. Busiuess much
more imnportant claims our attention. We
are met to receive the report of the proceed-
ings of the past year, and I trost that will
be fonad to exhibit indications that the.di.
vine blessing has aitended our laboars, and
that we shall be induced to engage in the
exertions to which we are called with in-
creased ardour, We are met also to elect
the officers of the Society for the year ensu-
ing ; and I lay a stress opon this, because I
consider it to be of cousiderable import-
ance, While in every sclf-constituted and
self-perpetuated body, we witness the prin-
ciple of decay, the anunual appeal to the re-
ligious public serves to keep the whole in
health and in vigour. I trust that the dis-
cossions of the day will correspond with the
sacred cause in which we are engaged. That
united as we are in the diffasion of the Gos-
pel of Peace, nothing inconsistent with that
will be introduced. That we shall seek to
animate each other to fresh exertions, and
that individoally and collectively we shall
resolve to do morc for the Redeemer's
cause than we have ever yet effected.

The Report was then read by the Secre-
tary, in which were many deeply iuteresting
details of the Soeciety’s operations, and the
snccess that has attended them ; after which
an abstract of the cash account for the past
year was read by the Chairman, when

The Rev. Isaiah Birt, late of Birmiog-
ham, now of Hackney, rose to move the
first resolution and spoke as follows ;—Sir,
Though I am an old man, and an old minis-
ter {oo, having heen engaged for 50 years
in the labours of the Christian ministry, I
may be considered as young in the situation
in which I now stand, having never bat
once before heen on a Baptist platform. [
Jaboured and preached for this Society for
many years before platforms were ere,eted,
at least for the meetings of this Society;
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and, when at length I did altend on such
an occasion, the manifestations of feeling
were 80 violent, that I almost resolved I
would not uppear ngain at a similar meeting.
But it may be asked, Why then are you
here to-duy? I would réply, Because the
Baptist Missionary Society is in trouble.
This Socicty has my most unqualified ap-
probation, and influenced by feelings of
attachment to it, I endeavoared, though old
and feeble, to plead its cause on the past
evening, and urged by the same feelings,
1 appear hefore you to-day. Much has
been said about originating funds for the
support of this and other kindred institu-
tivns ; I could almost wish we counld dis-
pense with money altogether ; and 1 bless
God tbat some of as will soon be where we
shall want no funds, at feast no golden fands.
But this Society bas originated missionaries.
I would not say anything unkind or disre-
spectful concerning any that have been en-
gaged in this good work, but every thing
has originated with the Baptist Missionary
Society, every thing in India bas commenced
with it ; Carey would not have been there,
por a single missionary, bad it not heen,
humanly speaking, for this Society; not a
single sermon had been preached for that
cause, but for the labours of this society. It
has also originated other missions ; the for-
mation of the London Missionary Society,
throughb the efforts of the venerable Dr.
Bogue and other ministers, was suggested,
by the example and operations of this insti-
tution. After all, I fear that we have looked
too much to, and Jdepended too much upon

Lhuman means, and not looked enough to

that God, who has strengthened ns for the
work, and crowned it with all its success.
But, Sir, I not only admire the Baptist
Missionary Society in its progress and ope-
rations ; I admire also the spirit by which
it has been actwated, especially in the late
unhiappy differences with some of its highly
esteemed friends in India; it has heen a
truly forbearing spirit, a spirit not willing
to believe anything bat what was perfectly
consistent with christian principle in any
of its friends. I remember, some years
agn, brother Hall and myself were convers-
ing at Birmingham about the affairs of the
mission, when he nrged me to ask how the
property at Serampore was settled: I did
ask the question, when a good man, who is
since dead, stopped me and said, ‘¢ Sit
down, brother Birt, can you doubt thiat our
worthy friends at Serampore, who have
made snch sacrifices for the cause, will do
every thing that is honoarable and kind to
the Society wt home?” I remember also
attending a meeting in London some years
after, when after convérsing on the state in
which the Society stood on these accounnts,
I advised to make our situation public. I
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could find no ope to second me in that pro-
posal ; it was then most strenuously arged
that we should not take sach a step, in the
hope, that areconciliation may yet bhe brought
about. I mention these things, Sir, not to
say anything of myself, bat to show the
spirit of the Baptist Missionary Society’s
committee. I would rather, that twenty
censares should fall on me, than one on the
Committee.  Any person might as well try
to persuade me that two and three make
four, as that the Coammittee have uot made
every effort towards conciliation, I myself
said to Dr. Marshman, I am an old man,
and my life not worth much, hut I wouold
willingly lay down that life, if by so doing
I couald restore you to that honourable sta-
tion you once enjoyed in this society.” And
when at last the state of things in these
respects ‘was made public, was it not said
that the Committee was under the painful
necessity of doing it? and now agam it is
declared in the Report just read that it is
the determinpation of that Committee not to
depart from the spirit of christian love. Tt
has, as it were said, *“ We will not go to
the world to learn its resentments, hut we
will go to our Lord Jesas Christ to imhibe
bis spirit of forgiveness.” When I consi-
der all these things, I feel that if I should
die this year, I shoold bave cause for regret,
if I had wot jutrodoced this subject, which
I bave done without the concurrence of a
single individual besides ; and on the con-
trary, J shall have to rejoice if my mention-
ing it shall lead fo a reconciliation which
we all have so mach at beart.

The Rev. Dr. Cox said, his friend who
had just sat down complained that on more
than one cccasion he could find no one to
second him; be would however, cheerfully
second his present motion, becaose it pro-
posed the adoption of a report, which he
hesitated not 1o say was most deserving of a
cordial approbation and an attentive perusal.
It ought to be generally read by the Chris-
tian world, for it was adapted to promote
the most sacred feelings, and to fornish a
fresh stimnlus to missionary zeal and exer-
tlon. I (said Dr. Cox) am well acquainted
with the early operations of the Baptist
Missiouary Society ; I have intermingled
with its councils, and have watched its pro-
gress, und hope I have canght something at
times of its primitive and hallowed spirit.
I once had the happiness of living in the
very place where its first measares were
taken, and often found reflection excited in
the very ronm, where the consultations were
originally beld after discourses by those
sainted men and blessed immortals, (if I
may speak in honour of the dead,) Fuller
and Sutcliffe. We are now, however, i a
orisis, when, if ever, we need to keep our
eyes steadily fixed upon an overruling Pro-
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vidence. T trnst we shall do s0, and be
animated in our course by the thought of &
divine and all.ruling superintendence. 1t
has been stated that we are in trouble, bot
we fowetimes misinterpret the designs of
God, and imagine bccanse we cannot dis.
cern the whole distinetly, there is, there-
fore, confusion und disorder in the divine
administration.

*« One part, one litile part we dimly scan,
Through the dark medium of life’s fever-
ish dream,
Yet dare arraign the whole stupendous
lan,
If but that little part incongruous seem.”

However incongruous or inharmonious any
circumstances may appear at the present
janoture, when I take a survey of the gene-
val events attending the progress of Clris-
tianity in our world from the very earliest
nges, and of the particular events, many of
them apparently calamitous, which bhave
bappened to this Society from the period of
its commencement, I cannot bring myself to
anything like feelings of despair. We may
fail, our health may fail, our lives may fail,
pay, oor principles individually may be con-
ceived to fail, yet God will not fail in his
resoorces ; nor will his power and provi-
dence fail in educing good from apparent or
apprebended evil.

Of late years, we bave heard much about
the march of intellect: but 1 feel a mnch
higler gratification in tracing the march of
hofy love, in thie progress of missions. I
canoot help, indeed, heing delighted with
the march of intellect, with the progress of
knowledge and general improvement, but
this is nothing to the advancement of Lene-
volent and pious exercises, the progress of
Loly love. We have bren frequently re-
miceded, too, of the progress and power of
pullic opinion, aud it bas accomplished
mach ; but I am far wore delighted 1o hear
of the progress w.nd power of public prayer:
and I trust a spirit of fervent prayer has
gove forth among our churches. Did we
not feel its influence and realize its results?
Within a few years what had it not accom-
plished 2 Was it not prayer that led to the
formation of all our missionary societies?
Whkhat has assembled us to-day, what bas
united and stimnlated us bat prayer? The
apirit of supplication has been poured ost
on the Chris.dan charch in Brifain, and this
has caused our various combinations for
usefuluess.

We are addressed by many end powerful
eppeals. There isa voice from the lauds
of barbarisin and idolatry, saying  Come
over aud help us.” There is a voice from
the regions of death, saying * Persevers,
for the time of action is short, and life is
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fleeting :" and there is & voion from the

excellent glory, saying ¢ Go ye forth intg
all the world, aud preach my gospel 1o
every creature.””  Surely you will regurd
their appeals and be awakened (o more
vigorous action under their influence. I
fully coneur in the wish that has becn ex-
pressed, that the breach which las bheen
made might be, (if it were indaed possible)
that this breach might he healed : butif jt
cannot or may not be, if we must proceed
separately, let us look again to Providence
as the star to guide our course and shed g
benign influence ; and I say, let that influ-
ence be on all, whoever they be and where-
ever they lubour, who truly aim at the glory
of God. I wish on behull of all societies
and individuals who entertain this same high
end and purpose, an abuudant dispensation
of the Sacred Spirit; and with this desire,
second the motion,

The Rev. Mr. Murch, of Stepney, pro-
posed the second resolution, and said—I
rise on the present occasion onder consider-
able disadvantages, being totally unprac-
tised in the art of addressing assemblies of
this description, and must therefore entreat
the candid indulgence of this respectable
audience. I think, Sir, my worthy and
excellent friend who presented the first reso-
lution for your adoption, among the many
good things whicb he said, uttered some-
thing like the language of despair. But
despair in a Christian cause, and especially
in that of a Christiau mission, is a word that
should never for a moment be uttered, a
feeling to which we should never give place.
What would an infidel say ? He would talk
loadly of the march of intelicct and the
progress of scieuce ; and I rejoice, Sir, that
it is spoken of, and spoken of in the first
assemubly of the nation, and that knowledge
is advancing with rapid strides among the
mass of the people; but [ would with far
more joy cougratulate you on the progress
of divine and Christian knowledge. De-
spair must not be admitted ; no, Sir, though
all human means should fail, though every
society that hss Leen formed for this great
object should be extinguished, and its la-
bours forgotten, still I would not yield to
despair. I look forward to the time when
the events that may have contributed to
excite such a feeling shall become matters
of history, memorials of impressions long
passed away. Thc motion in my band is
one of congratulation, and the Report that
we have heard this day contains abundant
matter for congratulation. I would not,
however, call your attention now to its very
intergsting details; I would wish you for a
moment to forget these, I would wish you
to go forth into the whojo world, and ask,
Where is it that missions o the heathen
untjons bave mot sucoeeded ? There bave



Missionary Herald.

been wmisdions to India and to Afrios, to
frozen Greenland and to the sunny isles of
the Pacific, and where liave it these lahours
of Jove been crowned with success ? I re-
Joice in the labours of every missionary
society, and if I were called to give a de-
cided mark of its having received the divine
blessing, I would point to the success which
bas aftended its efforts. We yesterday
listened to a fost able statement of the
system of Elindoo philosophy, its evil ten-
dency and its destractive effects; bhat I
would ask that brother who gave us the
aw(lully interesting statement, Are there
any inissionary societies but those which
are originated by Christians, any efforts of
genl to improve mankind and to advance
knowledyge, but those which Christians pa-
tronize and support? Bat I perceive the
luteness of the hour, and knowing who is
to second the motion, I content myself with
laying it on the table withbout any further
remarks.

The Rev. Eustace Carey came forward
amidst the warmest applaoses, and spoke to
the following effect:—In reviewing, my
Christian friends, the laboars of this So-
ciety, we have indeed much cause for
thankfulness on account of the past, and
of encouragement for the future, We are
thankfal for the saccess which has crowned
our efforts, but we have reason to hope for
maoch more. Difliculties, it is true, bhave
arisen, great difficulties still exist; but we
shonld remember that the cross of ‘our
blessed Lord, all the sufferings he under-
went, were but the way to his trinmph, the
path to his glory. Muacb money bas heen
expended, as well as hardships endured, but
all this money will bear an abundant interest,
and 1f we wait patiently, we shall ere long
reap a large barvest. When our friends
began their labours in India, there was not
a single school, tbroughout that immeuse
couutry, where Christian priociples were
tagght ; there were pot at that time six
female children receiving any iustraction ;
but now there are hundreds of schbonls
where the doctrines of the Gospel are incul-
cated, and thousands of scholars of both
sexes are instructed, and many of them,
we have reason to hope, are trained up to
eternal life, Much has been expended and
endured in accomplishing what has béen
tlready done ; but the lever is now planted
on ity falcram, which in its mighty energy
will move the world; it is now in actian,
and it only remains for us all to pat our
hands and” hearts to the work. There has
been much expenditure of life in this mis-
8ion ; it i3 no ancommon thing to bear of
the widows of missionaries, and of their
orphan children returning to this country
bereft of the guides of their youth; but a
great work requires great sacrifices, The
Barvest traly is great; there is a teeming
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population, miliions on millions of immortai
souls perishing, and these comparatively
without the means of salvation. What
shonld we think if there were bat twn or
three Chiristian winisters amidst the crowded
population of London? Yet this is the
state of destitation in which India now lies;
80 that bow much soever may have been
done, it must require accumaulated labour
and hardship and suffering, before we can
realize the prospects we are tanght to anti-
cipate. Those that are immediately engaged
in this work have great need of your sym-
patbies and of your cordial co-operations ;
we cast ourselves, heloved friends, on your
Christian consideration, and pray that you
will remember us, and that more especially
when yon are happily engaged at a trone of
grace, seeing we are called both to ‘¢ Jahour
and to soffer reproach.”

The Rev. W. Yates, of Calcutta, in moving
the appointment ofofficers and committee for
the ensuing year, expressed bis earnest bope
that the individnals, referred to in this re~
solution, may be enabled to condact the npe-
rations of this society with the same wis-
dom and christian spirit, with which it has
been bitherto conducted. When we began
our work in the east, said be, all was one
vast moral desert; now we have to contem-
plate, in what has been effected, some ap-
pearance of the garden of God. Bat still
how many millions are in awful ignorance of
the things that helong to their eternal salva.
tion ; how widely is a wretched and degrad-
ing idolatry extending its banefal icfluence.
And shall we not feel desirous of enlightene
ing this ignorance, and alleviating this
wretchedness? Have we not reason to
feel the importanoe of this work? Let
us rememher, that it was this work which
employed the counsels of God from all
eternity, for the accomplishment of which

the world is continued in existence,
and when this work is finished, the
beavens shall be rolled op as a scroll.

It was to effect this great work, that the
Soun of God bled opon earth, and is now in-
terceding in heaven; and does it become as
to grudge oar labour, or to shrivk from any
sacrifice to promote it? This isthe work, that
the saints of God, iu all ages, have highly
valued, and for the accomplishment of which
they have most ardently prayed. When
David penned his interesting psalms, be had
this full in bis view, and when he had ex-
pressed his stropgest desire for the diftusion
of divine trath and the prosperity of Zion, it
is added, as if this was the summit of his
wishes, ¢ The prayers of David the son of
Jesse are ended.”” This is that work which
has excited the attention of angels, into
which they are represented as looking, and
on its completion they will rejoice and sbout
<« Hallelajah ; for the Lord God Omnipatent
reigneth.” Aud there ix no great and glori-
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ous work, that is not attended with great
difliculties and great expenditure ; so this,
the greatest of all works, must have its
peculiar difficulties ; bat let us remember
the strong arm of the Lord, and the zeal of
the Lord of Hosts, that is eugaged to ac-
complish all these things. In the prosecution
of our work there are two tbings, which
impede in a particular maoner our lahonrs;
I may say, indeed, three things ; the burn-
ing of Hindoo widows on the faneral pile of
their husbands, the disabilities uuder which
the native converts lie in consequence of
their profession of christiauity, and the pil-
grim tax. It is calculated that not less
than 700 widows wure miserably sacri-
ficed every year, to the genius of their
degrading superstition, and shall we not put
forth all our strength, and stir up all our zeal
for the abolition of so detestable a system ?
Our brother, a little while since, asked if
there were any missiouaries sent to propa-
gate the abominations of idolatry ; —yes,
there are missionaries, who are employed
for the very purpose of prowoting the ob-
servance of the idolatrous ceremonies of the
beathens, who are sent tbrough the country
to extol the virtues of Juggernaat, and to urge
them o undertake those pilgrimages in which
so many hundreds die every year. These are
some of the obligations to impel us enwards,
if we would wish to see the glorious events
of prophecy, respecting the latter day, ful-
filled. But with what spirit shall we go
forward? Troly we most proceed in a
spirit of dependence on God alone; no arm
but that of God can rescue an idolatrous
heathen from the wrelched captivity in
which he is entbralled ; no power but that
which is divine, ean produce a change iu his
benighted and superstitions mind ; we must
depend on an Almighty arm. . At the same
time, the difficulties we are called to en-
counter, require us to be steadfast, to .be
zealous in doiog onr daty, ready to sacri-
fice our feelings, and even to lay down our
lives in this good cause.

The Rev. Dr. Henderson, theological tutor
of the Missionary College at Hoxton, on ris-
ing to second the motion, said, Whenl en-
tered this place, Sir, I wished to be merely
a spectator and a hearer of the iuteresting
things that might be said ; but called upon
by vour worthy secretary to take a part in
the proceedings of this meeting, I could
not refuse. I am under peculiar obligations
10 this society, and to the Baptist denomi-
nation, since, under tbe blessing of God, I
owe much of the comfort, which I have ex-
perienced, to the simple views of the gos-
pel that I learned from the writings of
those able men of God, M‘Clean, Fuller,
and Booth. To the labours of Mr. Fuller
in his visits to Scotland, on the hehalf of
this dustitotion, and to his powerfal appeals
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an the subject, [ have to attribute that jy,.
pulse which urged me to. offer myself ay 5
missionary to fIndia, In company with Dy,
Paterson I was proceeding to our desting.
tion, furnished, through the kindness ol youy
society, with letters of introduetion to thejr
brethren at Serampore, when unforseen eir-
cumstances detained us in the North of
Eovope, and entively altered our plans,
Having my attention geverally inuch con-
fined to the duties of my own station, I
cannot say much about the affairs of this
sooiety ; but T may be allowed to express
1y confidence in the men that have bitherto
couducted it, and wy hope that God will
appear for it, and cause light to arisc out
of the present darkvess. It is impossible
for us to reflect on the interesting things we
have just heard in the rcport, and not to
thank God for the blessings he has bestowed
on the lahours of your missionaries. X have
been lately a great deal struck in reading
the promise made to ancient Israel, in the
eighth chapter of Zechariah, and thirteenth
verse. It is tbere sard, that as they bave
been a curse among the heathen, (thatis oor
state by natare) so they shall be saved and
made a blessing. Have we been regene-
rated by the power of the Holy Spirit?
then this latter character belongs to us, and
such will he the infloence we shall have ou
the nations : we shall be blessed oarselves
and made a blessing to others. And what a
scene is before us for the exertion of this
hlessed influence, for the manifestation of
this spirit! How many millions, like those
of old, are still lying under the corse!
Have we found salvation ourselves, and
shall we not hasten to their relief? Shall
we not hasten to tell them of a saviour, ju-
finite and omnipotent to deliver them ?  Let
us then, both by our prayers and our contri-
butions, aid this good work, and show our
sympathy with those excellent men who are
engaged in it.

The Rev. J. Blackburn, Secretnr’y of the
Christian Instruction Society. The motion
which I have to propose, is oue of thauks to
those ministers who have travelled for the
benefit of this society. I fear, there are
some persons who think that ministers
travel for societies from motives of self-
gratification, that it is a very agreeable
thing to make the tour of the country, and
receive liberal entertainment wherever they
go. I know a little by experience, Sir,
of what it is to travel on such an errand,
and though I rejoice greatly in the maniles-
tations of christian hospitality that we of-
ten receive, yet I must say that it requires
alinost an iron constitution, to go throngh
the fatigue that must be encountered. Not
all tho wear and tear of a winister's engage-
wments in this great city, amidst n]l'the in-
stitations which claim hix attention, If
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equal to the labour of those who are en-
guged in travelling by night, and preaching
and speaking by day, the constant and daily
exertion whioh they are obliged to employ,
in order o excite and keep up that interest
in the public mind so necessary to the pro-
motion of our societies. We owe much,
Sir, to those who will undertake this labour.
To the ladies likewise, this and all other so-
cieties ought to feel great obligation, for
the very zealous efforts and sacrifices they
are disposed to make in every good canse.
Allasion has been made to the difficulties at-
tendant on this work ; they are great, and I
believe that until the Holy Spirit has bap-
tised the church with a large measure of
the spirit of prayer, we shall he able to do
comparatively little in the work of God. I
remember the words of an eminent clergy-
man abroad, who said, “ We shoald suc-
ceed much better in the cosversion of the
heathen, were it not for nominal christians.”
But, Sir, the want of funds is, I think, the
only gloomy sabject in the report we have
heard this day; as to the little difference
that bas urisen between the brethren here
and some of those in India, it will be, I
trost, only like that of Paul and Barnabas,
and, like their -disputes, it will be over-
roled, for ‘the wider extension of the know-
ledge of -Christ. 1Vhen I consider tbat
500,0000. are said to be spent in India, at
one of the festivals of Juggernant, a2 sum
exceeding all that is expended in the dif-
ferent schemes of Clristian benevolence, I
am ashamed of the little sacrifices we make,
after all, in the Lest of all causes. I have
ofteu, in looking over the subscription lists
of onr various societies, been struck with
the melancholy uniformity that prevails, the
almost constant recarrence of @ pound and
a shilling. The poor country pastor, whose
income, at most perhaps, does not exceed
100/. a year, snbscribes his pound and his
shilling, and the wealthy London merchant
subscribes just the same sum. When we
are ocalled to our last account, and we know
not how soou this may be, shall we be able
to say, * We have done what we counld ?”
The Rev. Thomas Morgan, in rising to
second the motion, said, I am thankful to he
associated with the excellent individual
who has just addressed you, with whom I
have had the pleasure of coiresponding
nn the sobject of that society, in which he
is purticularly interested. 1 earnestly wish
success to that institution, and should re-
jnice if there were a simijlar one in every
great town throoghoat the kingdom. Iimust
say, Sir, that I do not like the terin, our
sociely, which has been so ofteu used among
ug, on this and similar oocasions, [ am a
member of the London Missionary Society ;
I luve to hear of the progress and success
of the Methodist Society, and the Moravian
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Society, and any society that is engaged in
this good work, I esteem it a privilege to
bave been associated with the fonnders of
this institation, and I am bappy to say, that
our friends in Birmingham and its neigh-
boarhood, feel deeply interested in its pro-
gress; so mach so, that during the last
year they contribnted more that 800/ to-
wards its funds. I do most cordially
second the motion, and have no doubt that
as there are many country friends here, they
will go home determined to do much more
for this good cause, than they have ever yet
done.

The Rev. Isauc Mann presented the fifih
resolntion with the following short address.
1t is not my intention ta trouble this meeting
witb any lengthened address, bot simply to
present the motion which bas been put into
my hands, which expresses our thanks for
the chapels which have been lent us at this
anniversary. These places of worship have
been lent for a good work, and these excel-
lent friends will, I am sure, rejoice in hav-
ing lent them for so good a purpose. Though
I do not mean to say any thing more, I
may be allowed to declare that I am second
to none in affectionate attachment to this
Society, and I do most beartily wish it in-
creasing success.

The motion was seconded by

The Rev. J. Stephenson, Wesleyan Mis-
sionary, just arrived from Barbadoes, who
said—I come, as yon have lLeard, from
Barbadoees, and therefore am in some de-
gree acquainted with the genios and capacity
of the pegro population., Much has been
said abont the degraded and ignoraut state
of tbe negroes in the West Indies, and they
bave been represented as sunk so low, that
it is impossible to raise them ; bat the mis.
sionaries have not found it so: they have
found them very ready toreceive instruction,
and very competent to understand it. They
have not contemplated their state without
making some exertion for their good, and
we see the blessing that has attended their
labours. I know not, Sir, yoor missionaries
in the West Indies, bat I know their soc-
cess; many have been converted to God by
their means, have learued to read the Holy
Scriptures, and died rejoicing in the faith.
From my own observation I can say, that
the poor negroes have wanifested singular
aptitude in learning to read the word of
God, and I bave frequently heard them pray
for the spread of the Gospe! and for those
good friends in England, who bad sent ruis-
sionaries to teach them the knowledge of
salvation, and never did I witness more ar-
dent and sincere feeling than on sucl occa-
sions. I have listened with great pleasuic
to the Report that has been read, and rejoice
in the success of the missionaries; but stili
how much remains to be dove ! how many
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willious still most loudly call for onr exer-;great work will depend greatly ou our coa.
tions ! But my feelings were not altogether | versation heing in heaven, and our reliance
withont & mixture of something unpleasant.:being placed on the alinighty power of God,
1 will, Mr. Chairman, make you my confes. This should be our state of nind, as we are
sor on this oocasion. When 1 heard so engaged in preaching the Gospel to our fol.

much said of the Bast Indies, and the suc-!low-men;

cess of your missionaries there, 1 began to
be rather afraid that the West Tudia missions
would siuk in your estimation, and I felt as
if I maust rise and say something in bebalf
of that qoarter, -and plead the cause of the
poor negroes. For my own part, I owe a
debt of gratitude to this Society; for two
of your missionaries, one of whom was Mr.
Tinson, paid us a visit at Barbadoes, on
their passage to Jawmaica, and preached for
us, and the sermons are much spoken of to
this day. In this great work it is little that
onr united exertions can do; but let us do
what we can, and we trost that God will
bless our efforts, and that our friends at
bome will aid us by their prayers and con-
tributions. We are willing to laboar with
all our might, but we must have some bread
and cheese to suppert us. We do not go
abroad, I assure you,ogo be gentlemen; we
only want to bave sowmething to live apou,
while we are engaged in the work of the
Lord. . .

The Rev. 8. Nicholson of Plymouth, . on
moving the resolution fixing the day of the
vext meeting of the Society, remarked—
The character of that meeting will depend
much apon the events that have recently
occurred, and the improvement we are en-

;ever difliculties mny intervene.

if we would preaoh faitbfully and
success{ully, we must have our conversation
in heaven, Much depends upon this as to
the spirit we should manifest: ¢ let (the
same mind be io us that was &lso in Christ
Jesus ;" it is the spirit of confident expec-
tation, and of calm and patient wailing, in
the assurance that all the promises of Qod
regarding his oause shall be fulfilled, what-
Animated
by this spirit, then, let us go forvard. And
let us also remember that it is the spirit of
love ; that this is the test of our disciple-
ship. * By this,” says oar blessed Saviour,
< shall all men know that ye are my dis-
ciples, if ye have love one towards another."”
It is necessary also for our own individual
enjoyment ; for the Holy Spirit, the Com-
forter, flies from the realins of discord and
strife. Possessed by this.spirit, we may *
go on, assuring ourselves of final syccess.

The motion was secouded by the Rev.
D. Clarabut of Tring. ,

After whioh, a motion of thanks to the
Cheirman was proposed by J. B. Wilson,
Esq. Treasarer to the Society, and second-
ed by the Rev. John Dyer, the Secretary.

Mpr. Gurney replied in a few words; the
117th Psalm was sung; and the Meeting
separated, evidently much, gratified. by the

abled to make of them. Qur saccess in this | proceedings of the day.

#.* Ceatribations are ungvoidably postponed till next month,
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