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BAPTIST MISSION. 

ANNUAL MEETING. 

many o( our readers. The passate 
selected as the foundation of his dis­
course, was Matt. vi. 33. Seek first 
the kingdom of God, and liis righteoiu­
ness, and aU these things shall be added 
unto you; and the object he proposed 
was, by an easy and natural accommo• 
dation of the subject, to delineate the 
principal features of that S]lirit, in the 

AWARE that our friP.nds thwnghout agents employed in promoting the 
tl,e country are desirous of receiving kingdom of God, or the propagation 
the earliest pos1ible account of the of his gospel, which is essential to 
public services, connected with our their success. He argued, that tne 
Annual Meeting, we hasten to present little comparative success attending 
t11em with the best statement that the such efforts, both at home and abroad, 
pressing avocations of the week, and was to be traced, not to the absence of 
the unusually contracted limits of miracles, but to moral causes-and, in 
time, will allow. , a great measure, to the influence of 

The open Meeting of the Committee such feelings and principles in . tne 
was held, as usual, on Tuesday morn- agents themselves, as had a direct 
ing, June 22, at the Missionary ~ouse tendency to render their exertions 
in Fen-court. The number of fnends abortive. He considered the requisite 
present was sixty, and the Meeting spirittolinclude-asenseofour person­
proved as pleasant and agre-eabllfas on al unworthiness to be employed in the 
any former occasion.• work of God-a deep impression of 

On Wednesday morning, the first of ilU¼' collective inability fo accomplish 
the Annual Sermons was prea-ched at any tb.ing whatever-self-abasement, 
Great Queen-street Chapel, by the self-denial, and self-annihitation­
Rev. Christopher Anderson, of Edin- strong personal attachment among the 
burgh, whose long connexion with, respective agent& -and a spirit of 
and ardent attachment to, the cause practical wisdom in llehaviour, busi­
of the Society, are well known to ness, and government. After dwell­

• To prevent disappointment, it is pro­
per to state, that this l\focthig is inte11derl 
lo affor<l an opportunity for the members of 
the Generalaud Corre•pondingCommi 1tees 
from the country to meet their brethren 
in town, n1ake the requisite ar"raagements 
for the public services, &c. All ministers 
are requtsted to attend, but it is obvious 
that subscribers, and friends in general, 
cannot ha admitted, as in that case no 
private house would be sufficient to re­
ceive them. The Secretary deems it ne­
cessary lo give this explanation, as be has 
been informed that several female friends 
had so for misconceived the nature of the 
n1eeting. as to hav~ come from a consi. 
~ernblc distance in the expectation of at­
tending it, 
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ing at length upon these particulars, 
he adverted more briefly to the advan­
tages resulting from the presence and 
operation of this Spirit. Under its in­
fluence, he remarked, we shall be 
scrupulously and systematically watch­
ful against a spirit of vanity and pa­
rade-we shall be guarded against the 
spirit of selfishness and monopoly­
and delivered from undue anxiety 
about pecuniary aid. The sermon was 
enriched throua-hout by a perpetual 
series of most 0 appropriate scriptural 
illustrations, drawn, for the most part, 
from the conduct of our Lord towards 
his disciples and others, while laying 
the foundation of his spiritual king­
dom ; and though extended to a length 
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Mmewhal 111111s11:11, was liRlenrd to, by 
the numerous 11nd r<'speclablc a11-
di"1wr, with profound attention. 

The hymns were gh•en out by tl11 
Re,- .• la mes Payne of Ipswich; the 
scripti11·es were read by -the Rev. 
Moses Fi!!her of Liverpool; and prayer 
was offered by I.he Rev. Thomas Grif­
fin of Prescot-street, and the Rev. l\fr. 
Gaulter, Wesleyan minister. 

In the evening, notwithstanding the 
ve1·y unpropitious state of the weather, 
a la,·ge congregation assembled at 
Surry Chapel. The Rev. Thomas 
Shirley of Sm·enoaks commenced in 
prayer, and a very appropriate and in­
structh·c discourse was delh-e1·ed by 
lhe Rev. Thomas l\forgan !>f Birming­
ham, founded on Isa. xl. 9, 0 Zion, 
that /1ri11gest good tidings, get thee u11 
into th£ high mou11tain; 0 Je,·usaleni, 
that bringest good tidings, lift up thy 
1·oice u•ill• strength; lift it up, be not 
afraid; say unto the cities of Judah, 
Behold your God. From which the 
preacher deduced two general ideas. 
1. That the church of God has glad 
tidings to announce to a perishing 
world. 2. That it Leho,·es her to give 
to these tidings the u lmost degretl of 
publicity. Under the former head he 
expatiated on the superior excellence 
of the gospi>l, especially as adapted to 
meet and remove the miseries of man ; 
and under the latter, he remarked that 
-it was the will of Jesus Christ that 
lhe gospel should be preached among 
all nations-it devolves upon the 
church to execute this high commis­
sion--:it is indescribably r.riminal not 
to use every exertion for this purpos0 
-and finally, that one of the_ most effi­
cient modes of performing this duty 
is in the encouragement and support 
of Missionary Societies.-The Rev. 
Uichard Elliott of Devizes, at present 
supplying Surry Chapel, concluded in 
prayer. 

At Eagle-street Meeting, on Thurs­
day morning, Messrs. Le Maire of 
Norwich, Hawkins of Weymouth, and 
Saffery of Salisbury, engaged in 
prayer, and an excellent address was 
delivered by the Rev. Joseph King­
horn, from John xv. 4, Abide in me. 

At the usual hour a numerous and 
respectable company assembled at the 
Chapel in Great Queen-street, to hear 
the Annual Report of the Committee, 
and to transact the other business of 
the Society. The 117th Psalm, Dr. 
Watts, ":From all that dwell below 
the skies," was sung, and the Di\'ine 
blessing was implored on the Society, 
aut! it;; protee<lin;;,; in general, au<l 

csprrl111ly on the p1·esent J\1eeling, by 
the llev. J. Hemmln1is of ){imbolton. 
Tho Chaii· was then lnkcn by Benjn­
min Shaw, Esq. the Treasurer. 

The Chalrmau began by remarking 
tJutt the Society had abundant caua: 
for grntitude, in being permitted lo 
hold another annual meeting, and i11 
the events of the past year, in the sup. 
port it had 1·eceived, and the success 
with which its efforts bad been crown. 
ed. " But among the various r.alls for 
thankfulness, there is one (said Mr. 
Shaw,) which appears to me deserving 
of particula1· notice ;-the preserva­
tion of our Missionaries, in their vari­
ous stations, from all oppression, per­
secution, or material opposition. We 
cannot but deeply sympathize witb 
another society in the p'ainful feelings 
occasioned by the tragica.l end of one 
of their Missionaries. Yet, amidst all 
the sorrow excited by that event, we 
must also rejoice in the effects which 
it has produced. Jt bas caused a con­
siderable sensation, not only among 
persona in the middle and lower 
classes in this country, but even 
among the higher orders of tlie -com­
munity, and in the senate of the land.· 
In that assembly, many of the mtm­
bers have expressed their sentiments in 
such a manner as t<1 ensure the future 
establishment and protection ot'Chris­
tian Missionaries, in every_ country 
subject to the power of Britain. One 
of His Majesty's ministers said, in re­
ference to the West India Colonies-, 
that wherever the authority of this 
country was paramount to that of the 
Colonial Legislative Assemblies; the 
public might depend upon it, that.reli­
gion and its ministers should be pro­
tected in those islands. There are 
persons who object to meetings of this' 
kind, and express doubts of their pro­
priety; but their propriety and utili_ty_ 
have been fully es_tablished by a cir­
cumstance which toolc place ata pub­
lic meeting of a society for a kindred 
purpose. · Some time ago a person of 
high rank accidentally entered a Bible 
Meeting. There first the truths of that 
Bible impressed his heart; there first 
he became the subject of genuine reli• 
g·ion. Now, amiclst the allurements of 
pleasure, and the calls of ambition, 
and all the temptations incident to 
worldly eminence, he regards the,ca!)SC 
of Christ as entitled to his principal 
exertions, and nobly stands foi-warli as 
the advocate of the gospel, regardless 
of ridicule or opposition. Cbanges 
like this are not .effected by- human 
power ; men are only histrume-nts "in 
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the J,an,1 or the Holy Spirit, and God 
l,aR promi~ecl l.o give the Holy Spirit 
to them who ask him. Then let us 
implore a similar blessing on our Meet­
iug lo-<lay ," 

The Report was then read by the 
junior Secretary. It gave an account 
'or the present slate of the Society's 
Missions in various parts of the world, 
whkh was heard by the Meeting with 
the attention and interest which these 
Reports have never failed to excite. 

An account of Receipts and Dis­
bursements was next read by the 
Chairman, in his capacity of Treasurer. 
The Subscriptions and Donations for 
the past year were about £12,500, and 
there was a balance of £1 771 in the 
hands of the Treasurer. 

In moving and seconding the vari­
ous resolutions, which were all carried 
unanimously, and which will be given 
in,our next Number, several gentle­
men gratified, and we trust we may 
add, also edified, the Meeting, by their 
highly interesting addresses. · 

The Rev. Christopher Anderson, of 
Edinburgh.-The Report'contains mat­
ter both pleasing and painful, but on­
the whole I am inclined to think it 
more encouraging than on most former 
occasions. The facts detailed in it 
are highly· satisfactory, because they 
show that the grand object in view has 
been promoted. Bibles may 1,e sent 
out, and may arriv'e at the place of 
their destination, or they may be 
translated and printed there; they 
may also be circulated and read by the 
heathen natives; but this is not the 
ultimate point they are designed to 
l'each, that is, the heart: and the Re­
port contains many instances of this 
object being happily attained. Bnt 
there is one circumstance not stated 
in the Report, to which I feel myself 
called upon to advert ;-the interrup­
tion which appears to have taJcen place 
in the progress of the translations. 
Interruptions and persecutions are 
4;1ver-ruled to answer important ends 
111 the Christian church, Heresies 
also must arise in every age ; the gos­
pel must meet with opgosition. 'fhese 
things are calculated to draw forth 
peculiar dispositions on the part of the 
Christian. This our Lord himself 
~oresaw, ancl provided for, by direct­
mg his followers bow to act in such 
circumstances. When I hear a goocl 
m~n praying for himself, for his fa­
~11ly, for his friends, for his connex­
ions, for his country ,-all this appears 
natural : but when I hear him, like 
dying Sl, phcu, praying for his 11crsc 0 

c'.1tors; I.hen I Meo Chrlolianily of lhe 
h1g~est order, and adorned with p~­
cnhar glory. I have expi,rienc,d 
high satisfaction in reading the rnport 
of Mr. Smith'• trial laid before the 
House of Commons. It exhibits so 
much mildness 11.nd propriety of con­
duct that great good may confidently 
be expected to ari1e from it. It dis­
plays so much . excellence of truly 
Christian char::tcter as must give great 
advantage to future Missionaries, and 
furnish better opportunities of doing 
good, especially at Demarara. So the 
interruption to which I have alluded 
may be over-ruled for good. It has 
perhaps been pennitted, in order tha.t 
greater exertions may be made on an 
appeal to Christian generosity. Of 
about twenty translations of the whole 
scriptures begun, five are finished, and 
only foar of the translations of the Olrl 
Testament are now going on-eleven 
translations of the Old Testament are 
standing still,•not for want of ability, 
or of inclination; but wholly for want 
of fnnds. Shall we not feel ourselves 
roused, as the spirits of Nehemiah 
and other good men were of old at the 
interruption of the building of the 
walls of Jertlsalem? Such were their 
exertions, that when the work was re­
sumed, it was finished in fifty and t1eo 
days. At1d, the sacred historian says, 
wh.en all our enemies heard thereof, anrl 
all tlie Tieatlien that u:ere ruund about us 
saw these things, they ,cere much cast 
down in their own eyes: for they pe,·­
ceived that this ,oo,·k was W1'0ught of 
our God, Let us follow their exam­
ple; let us not only do what duty calls 
us to do, but do it quickly. Great 
consequences depend on the mt\nner. 
in which the work may be done, and 
the time spent in doing it. We can­
not expect always to have men of 
equal experience and critical skill 
with the venerable Carey, whose pre­
carious state of health is a loud call to 
activity in this matter, that we may 
have all the benefit of his services 
while God is pleased to spare his life. 

The West Indies exhibit scenes of 
peculiar interest. Some time ago I 
received much information and satis­
faction from conversing with a mem­
ber of one of our churches there. That 
church consists of about three thou­
sand members, who, though poor 
slaves, have been made free by the 
truth: and I was particularly pleased 
to find tliat they so well understan,I 
pecuniary matters as connected with 
the obligations of reli~ion. They build 
their own chapel~, support their owu 
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poor, notn·isb th!!ir O\\'B sick, bury 
their own deRd; and, on more occa­
&ions than one, when one of their 
members has been advertised for sale, 
to prevent his removal to a distauce, 
they have purchased him, at an ex­
pense of ninety, or from that to one 
hundred and twenty pounds. Surely 
many of us might learn a lesson from 
those poor negroes. I am apprehen­
sive that this subject, of property as 
connected with religion, is yet but 
little understood. Every religious 
system that has been promulgated in 
the world, bas laid some claim to the 
properly of its votaries. Hindooism 
does, and so does Popery. Judaism 
did, and so does Christia11ity. The 
two latter indeed very differently from 
all other systems: being of divine· 
origin, they make their claims on right 
principles; but still they did'er from 
each other. Judaism treated its pro­
fessors like children, fixing the exact 
proportion it required; Christianity 
treats its disciples like men, leaving 
the proportion to their consci,nces. 
Judaism was a local institutioll, de­
sigued to keep up some religion ui tlie 
world, that it might not be wholly 
over,run with idolatry ; yet its. de­
mands on property were large. Chris­
tianity is a system for uni versa! pro­
pagation, and calls for our @xertions 
to diffuse it through the world. Tt,e 
richest and the poorest among us l\ave 
alike their property divided in\o two 
parts: the first designed for them­
selves, their families, and their de­
pendants ; the second for the benefit 
ef others. Just as the corn which 
grows out of the earth is partly seed 
fur th~ sotter, partly breo,dfor the eater. 
The second portion of our prQperty, may 
be compared to seed corn, which must 
be sown in order to any increase. 
No,ov., giving property foi a religious 
purpose, appear11 to some people the 
strangest of all ways of disposing of 
it; but not more strange than the act of 
sowing seed would appear to a savage, 
ignorant of its design.. Thero is one 
point, however, in which these two 
thing& materially differ. The temper 
of bim who sows s_eed has no inlluence 
on the crop; but the benefit to be de­
rived from givi,ng to a religious cause, 
depends wholly on tbe state of mi.nd 
from which the gift proceeds. He who 
sows sparingly in this way, in propor­
tion lo hls abjlity, shall reap also 
~paringly; and that, I believe, even 
in this life, Many a rich Christian 
~ow,1; sparin;.ly, a,nd reaps also spa-
1inc&ly, i.n the unhappy ~tatc of hi,; 

mind nml feeli11ga, Do not think Uri11 
too strong. Let us never forget the 
claims on the second portion of our 
property, nor th~ neueesity or giving 
what we give, from right principles. 
Something will also be thought and 
said of us after we are dead. How 
honourable to the men1ory of Mr. W cs­
ley, who had £40,000 pass through his 
hands in the course of a year, thllt 
he hoarded up nothing for himself, 
but devoted all io the grand cRuee In 
which he was ellgaged, Let us all be 
animated with the same spirit ae one 
who desired H to be engraved on hia 
tomb, that, of all the property he had 
possessed in life, the only part that 
now remained with him was what he 
had given away, 

Mr. Anderson finished, with a heart­
stirring address to pio11s young men, 
to devote themselv·es to this - great 
wor-k, and to fill up some of the va­
cancies that have tak;en place among 
the Missionaries alld candidates of this 
society: - an ad(j.re.ss which came 
with peculi11r fprce from one who !lad 
first entered on the gospel ministry, 
with the design of employh1g himself 
11mon.g the heatheQ in Indi!l ; and wh1> 
had been prevented from executing 
his purpoae 011,ly by the decided OJ:>in­
ion of medical men, th.at h_e could not 
live many mo11ths ill tha.t climate, 

Alexander Uald,u,e, Esq.-Though 
incompetent to addres.s the Meeting in 
a manner worth:)' of th.e occasion, I 
feel myself encouraged by the object 
for which it is held.. That is not fo 
ceiebrate victories of blood, or politi­
cal conquests, not to glory in tlie ex­
altation· ofa sect or party, 'but to, re­
cord and promote the triumphs of Him 
who commanded his disciples to go 
into all the world, :preaching the gos­
pel to every creature, and assured 
them of his presence with them to the 
end of lime. In reviewing the state 
of Christian Missions throughout the 
world, I am struck with a circumstance 
which, I believe, is designed to recal 
the spirit of love that distinguished 
the apostolic age. The Dh'ine bless-

. ing bas desc~l)ded, not exclusively on 
any one sect or•dcnomination, but ge-

. nerally on all who hav.e gone fo~lh to 
spread the knowledge of Christ, ao.d 
him crucified. The Church Missionary 
Society in. Sierra. Leone, the Wesle~an 
Missionary Society in the West Ind1e_s, 
and the London Missionary Sociely ID 

the Islands of the South Sea, have 
su,cceeded in effecting changes more 
spleudid than poetry has descrihed, 
and which> a tcw yearn :!SO, not the 
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sll{'d for several minnles. This, my 
inform,.nt said, evidently appeared to 
be not an empty compliment, but the 
tribute of the heart to departed worth. 
And among those excellent men who 
have bee11 called to their eternal home, 

boldest imagination could have con­
ceived, Nor Is thi~ Society behind the 
rest, To say nothing of its labours in 
the West Indies, when I turn 10 the 
plains of India, and the Asiatic Is­
lands, I behold it waging a difficult 
and glorious w11.rfare with idolatry, 
superstition, and cruelty, in their 
worst forms, and carrying the triumphs 
of the cross where the prince of dark­
ness hllB for many ages held his undivi­
ded sway. Therellgiousandmoral etate 
of India was long disregarded by B,i.. 
tain, and no improvement was to be 
expected from the characters of Eng­
Hshmen who visited and resided in 
that country, (Here Mr. Haldane 
read a description of them by the late 
Mr. Burke.) Now, however, a great 
change has taken place, and a change 
that must be attributed chiefly to the 
exertions of this Society. There is 
still much to agonize the feeling heart; 
but there is also many a proof of the 
advance of civilization, and the pro­
gress of Christianity. Many a monu­
ment of piety has been raised, which 
would perpetuate the British name, 
if our dominion there were subverted, 
and we were expelled from India to­
morrow. Relax not your efforts, 
then, but persevere in the course you 
have begun, assurP.d tha.t, through the 
Di~ine blessing, your labours shall be 
crowned with increasing success. 

Jo$ep1, Butterworth, Esq. M.P,-The 
Resolution which I am about to move 
is of a melancholy kind; but it is good 
sometimes to go to the house of mourn­
ing. While we remember and mourn 
over those excellent men who have 
laboured for the cause of God, we 
should endeavour to imitate their faith 
and zeal. Wben I recollect Mr. Ward, 
and think of his excellent sermons, 
his Christian spirit, his exemplary de­
portment; then I feel tha.t it is indeed 
good to go to the house of mourning. 
Oh that many may be eJ;cited to fol­
low him in his works of faith and la­
bours of love. I was lately much in­
terested in conversing with a gentle­
man from Persia. There he had met 
with some of thP- opponents of Henry 
Martyn; some of the Muftis who had 
conb'overted his arguments for the 
truth of Christianity, and endeavoured 
to defend the system of Mahomet. 
'fbey now acknowledged, " Truth was 
on his side, but sophistry on oJJrs." 
One of them said, " If the spirits of 
good men go to a happy abodo in a 
better world, he is certainly gone 
there ; let us innse on his charac­
ter in si!cnco." Aud ~ilcoce en-

I cannot forbear mentioning the late 
Charles Grant; a man to whom India 
is perhaps more indebted thaa to any 
other man of his time. He did good 
without talking about it; he never 
suffered his seed eorn to grow musty, 
but was always sowing, by night an,l 
by day. He contributed to the great 
change which bas taken place in Eu­
ropean character in India. How dif­
ferent is it now from what it was in 
Burke's lime! The efforts of Europeans 
are now very much directed to improve 
both the civil and moral condition of 
the natives. And it i• no doubt for 
this purpose that God has committed 
to us the dominion over that empire; 
that we may impart to them the bless­
ings of Christianity which we enjoy. 
Let us consider our high privileges, 
and the correspondent du.ties which 
devolve upon us. Among departed 
worthies also, I cannot forbear ad­
verting to Mr. Smith, late Missionary 
at Demerara. The discussion which 
has taken place on that business will 
be much to the advantage of the Mis­
sionary cause, After a careful exa­
mination of all the evidence on the 
case, I feel myself bound to declare 
my firm belief, that Mr. Smith, in all 
his conduct, was not only completely 
innocent, but highly meritorious. The 
total absence of all proof of impro­
priety in word or action, during a re­
sidence of six years, notwithstanding; 
.his private papers were so shamefully 
seized and ransacked, puts this beyond 
all doubt. The result must be favourable 
tu Missions in general. We are labour­
ing in different spheres according to our 
different denominations; but holding, 
as we all do, the essential doctrines of 
Christi1'oity, we cannot consider our 
minor differences as injurious; they 
are rather beneficial; exciting us to 
stimulate each other to greater acti­
vity in the work of the Lord. The 
Committee of this Society have eer­
tainly done their duty in sending uut 
so many Missionaries during the past 
year; but we find from the Ueport 
that they have only one Missionary 
candidate now remaining. The sub­
scriptions also arc stated to have been 
less than in the year preceding. It is 
in consequence of this, perhaps, that 
God has not stirred up the heuts 01 
so n1auy young wcu to uffcr the111sche;, 
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for the ~enire now a~ heretofore. · I 
hopr this will rouse all the friends of 
et,., Mission to increased ex<,rlions, 
that they will be larger than they have 
e,·er )'et been, and tl,at under a fresh 
ontpo,u·ing of the Spirit many more 
Ja.honrcrs will go forth to occupy the 
places of those who are removed to ll 

hrttN world, and to set up the stand­
arrl of the gospel where it has not yet 
hePn rlisplaycrl. Mr. Butterworth 
<'onduded by expressing the great ac­
knowlcdgments that were due to many 
distinguished individuals in places of 
eminence in India, and particularly 
to the Marquis W dlesley and the 
Marquis of Hasting3, for their pro-· 
t('ction and liberal encouragement of 
Christian Missionai-ies, and the cause 
of Christianity. 

The Rev. Robert }Vinter, D.D.­
The present resolution, as the honour­
able mover has remarked, arises out 
of painful circumstanees. ,v e cannot 
contemplate the ravages of death 
among labourers in the gospel without 
pain. But such events are somo, of 
the means of disciplining the heart, 
and ultimately advancing the cause. 
The death of Ministers and Mission­
aries furnishes a striking lecture on 
the inefficacy of human power, and the 
necessity of the Divine blessing to. 
effect any real good. It sends us·to a 
throne of grace, to supplicate the great 
Head of the Church, to raise up and 
send forth other labourers. The Re­
port that has been read, states most 
important facts ; facts that completely 
falsify all that has been alleged ·of the 
impossibility of converting the natives 
of India, and especially of ·affecting 
the heart of a Bramin. The conver-· 
sion of a Bramin is not to be regarded 
as an insulated fact. He has a circle 
of influence, and his Christianity re­
sembles leaven, which cannot but dif­
fuse itself.-1 have always regarded 
with veneration and delight, the si­
lent and majestic progress of the Bap­
tist Missionary Society, and the great 
change which has been produced in 
India by the labours of their Mission­
aries, especially of Carey, Marshman, 
and Ward. A few years ago I attended 
a Meeting of an Auxiliary Society 
connected with another Institution, in 
the town of Penzance.. An aged and 
respectable officer was in the Chair; 
and when he heard a person, just re­
turned from Bengal, Rtate what was 
doing by Missionaries from various 
:;odPties, anrl all In harmonious con-
, rrt, he exclaimed, with team in his 
~yes, ' Ah' that remind:; me of the 

days that are past. I was in India 
fifty years ago, There WI\R litlle or 
no Christianity there then. ll is cer. 
tainly tru<>, though it may now appear 
scarcely credible, that on one occasion 
when we wante<l to administer an oath'. 
and wished todoit in the mnnncrused in 
England, not a Bible was to be found 
for the purpose!' How different aro 
things there now! I conclude wilh 
my most ardent desires and prayers, 
that still greater success may yet at. 
tend this Society, and all others en­
gaged in the same grand cause. . 

The Rev. Joseph Kinghorn, of Nor­
wich.-The impression made by the 
present Report, I think must he very 
strong. But there is one thing which 
has struck me as worthy of particular 
notice;-the evidence it affords of the. 
general correctness of the Serampore 
translations of the scriptures. We are 
aware of the attempts made in this 
country to disparage them; and espe­
cially oflate by the Abbe Dubois, a 
Roman Catholic priest, who, after go­
ing out to India, and residing there as 
a Missionary between twenty and 
thirty years, has returned to Europe, 
and tells 1,1s that he has done nothing, 
and therefore takes it ·upon hhn to tell 
all other Missionalies, that they can do 
nothing. In matters of testimony, it 
is always important to know the cha­
racter of the witness. Now this gen­
tleman is a Roman Catholic, who is 
sure, on one pbint, at least, to. agree, 
with an infidel ;-not to promote, but 
to oppose, the circulation of the scrip­
tures. Can he then be considered as, 
entitled to credit respecting the trans­
lations circulating in India? We can­
not· here go into a detailed diacussion 
of alle<red inaccuracies in these ver­
sions; "but let him recollect the cir­
cumstances of the boasted version au­
thorized by his own church, the Vul­
gate Latin. That was often touched 
and retouched by different learned 
men in successive ages: ancl we 
would ask, why may not other trans­
lators have the liberty of doing the 
same? I have also been delighted 
with the circumstance of the aged 
llramin, who experiencing the power 
of the gospel, had vigour of mind, and 
intenseness of feeling enough to make 
a public profession of his God and Sa­
viour. Is not this a lesson to many 
among us? Is this the case wi~h all 
aged people here? My young friends, 
what have you <lone? Have Y?U made , 
a profession of failh in Christ? i~nd 
uuitrd your,;ehes with some Christrnn 
so~iely ! Or, arc you not follow1og, 
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Chrint al nll; ur, liko Pelrr., follow­
ing him ufar off/ Look 11! this Ilramin, 
nnd lr11rn your own duty. Let ua all 
examine ourselves. God accepts not 
011 r works, if he accepts not ns. Our 
J,usiness here is to promote the king­
,lom of God, Every thing should tend 
to this; but noU1ing can be effected 
without Divine aid. Pray for the 
Committee, who direct the proceedings 
of this Society, The more pure and 
Rimple, the more holy and ardent their 
efforts are, the more successful they 
will be. We have reason to indulge 
the most pleasing hopes. Tlie beauti­
ful vision in the Apocalypse seems now 
to be realizing, of an angel flying in 
the midst of lteaven, high enough to be 
beyond the reach ofhuman opposition, 
yet low enough to be di~ti!'ctly visible, 
and with a large comm1ss1on, even to 
preach tlte everlasting gospel to every 
nation, and kindred, and tongue, and 
people. 

The Rev. Stephen Sutton, Missionary, 
just returned from Calcutta, after 
having spent some years · among the 
heathen, felt great pleasure in being 
pl'ivileged to attend this meeting. He 
gave some accounts ?f the ';lliserable 
condition of the bemghted idolaters, 
of the falsehood and absurdity of their 
shasters, of the tyranny of their Bra­
mins, and of the folly and cruelty of 
their ceremonies. He also adverted to 
the chlinges which are gradually taking 
place in the diffusion of general know­
ledge, and the establishm~nt of pri_nt­
ing presses among the na~ves, o~mg 
to European influence and 1nstrucllon ; 
and in the conversion of many of them · 
to the faith of the gospel. The Mis­
sionary means now in operation, he 
said, were very considerable, and jus­
tified the expectation, under the Di­
vine blessing, of great good being ac­
complished. 

The Rev. Ira Chase, professor in the 
Columbian College, North America, 
would have preferred enjoying the 
luxury of this l\leeting in silence, but 
could not refuse to express in a few 
words the approbation and applause 
with which the efforts of this Society 
are regarded on the other side of the 
Atlantic; and recommended that the 
same spirit which animated its found­
ers, should' animate their successors; 
that sympathizing with the spiritual 
wants of mankind, and zealous to re­
lieve them, they should pursue the 
<:ourse they had begun, not disl'Ou­
raged by diHiculty or by death. 

I. E. Gordon, Esq.-1 come forward 
with some reluctance; not from indift'er-

ence or insensibility to the oanse, h11 t 
from an apprehension of being less a hie 
to servo it than many others who am 
here : I cannot, however, refuse the 
reqnest to hear my testimony on il!J 
behalf. I am not of your denomina­
tion, but I consider the Baptists ag 

holding nearly, if not quite, the high­
est place among Missionary Societies. 
The cond11ct, the consistency, the per­
severance, the various excellendes, 
displayed by your Missionaries iu In­
dia, formed some years ago, in Par­
liament, a ground of appeal in favour 
of Missions, that was unanswerable 
and trillmpha1t, The progress of 
things in that country towards a bet­
ter coni:lition has been o;reat, and 
chiefly owing to this Society. The 
inflllence of this Society also, reacting 
from the compacted front of heathen­
ism, on the Ellropean population ia 
India, has produced a most beneficial 
change. Compare the present state of 
Europeans in India with what it was 
in Mr. Burke's days, and the revolit­
tion will appear to be really extraor­
dinary. I can speak from my own 
knowledge of thirty-eight gentlemen, 
high in civil and military stations in 
the Company's service, at one place, 
who meet for reading the scriptures 
and 'prayer. This must be ascribed to 
the direct influence of the prayers and 
examples of Missionaries. This in­
fluence, by sending back to this 
country so many officers and others 
truly christianized, has more than 
repaid all the fiertions that have 
been made for the benefit oflndia, It 
has promoted Christianity at home. 
T.his is the charity that is twice blessed, 
both in giving and in receiving ; and 
has brought down many blessings on 
our native land. It is a cause truly 
honourable, and worthy of all our 
energies. 

The Rev. F. A. Cox, A. M. would 
have contented himself with merely 
moving the resolution he proposed, 
but could not forbear particularly to 
express the obligations of the society 
to the An gas faD1ily, for their givin~ 
the Missionaries a free passage in their 
vessels, and for their services to the 
Society on all occasions. One of the111 
is now on the Continent sf Europe, 
seeking out Christians in obscure cor­
ners who never heard of us, and of 
who:n we never heard, and bringing us 
into de!io-htful intercourse with each 
other. , Ktr. Cox brielly alluded to the 
pre-eminence of Britain, n~t only in 
arms and temporal power, Ill art aud 
science, but in diffusing Christianity 
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oYl't the earth; and ooncluded with the 
wieh that our counll·y might not long 
be so di9tinp;uished, but that every 
oounll'y 1rnd every island in the world 
might be as highly favoured with the 
blessings of the gospel a~ oursehf'M. 

The Rrr. John Hfrt, of l\fanchester, 
01l the motion fur appointing the next 
Annual Meeting;, said, he felt tl1e in­
quiry involuntarily arise in his mind, 
who will then be here? tlutt he could 
not but recollect the sudden decease 

of one of the early friends of the Mis. 
sion, Mr. Hinton of Oxford, jnst nfter 
the last annual meeting; nnd tha~ the 
removal of the fathers ,~as a loud call 
on their children and snccessor8 to oc. 
cnpy their place~, with fresh activity 
in the Missionary cause. 

The various speeches were heard 
with attention and satisfaction, The 
Chail'man briefly acknowledged the 
vote of thanks, and the meeting closed, 
as usual, with a song of praise. 

••• 
Co71t,•ib11tfot1s reccit-ei by th, Treanrerofthe Baptist Missionary Society,fro1,­

Mt1!J 20 to J"1,.; 201 1824, not including Individual Subsc1·iptiuns, 
FOR THE l\llSSION. 

W<'st J\Jid.dlesf':w:. Missionary Union, by l\fr. Han!on • 
\Vest.Pm Di,trict. AuxiliKry Society, by Rev. R. Honey • 
Pf'rthsh-i.r-e, Missi@nary Society, by Rev, \Vm. Orme • • • 
Little Ailie~treet, Aux.ilia'rj and Sunday School, by Rev. \V. Shemton 
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101 

8~ 
31'> 
22 

1 Missionary Box, at Mra. Key's, Wardrobe-place • • • " 
.Ditto. by Mr. E. S. Meyer • • • • • • • • 

Voluatary CootributiollS rom the Children of the Baptist Free School, Fetter, 
0 

laue. by Mr. Keoclrick • • , • • • , • • , 8 
57 
40 
31 
22 
30· 
Ill 

llarnbur1h and Altona. Mennonite Church, by II. Roosen, Esq. 
Hacknr.y Auxiliary Society, by Mr. Wm. Fox • • 
Cambcrwcll, Fr-male Auxiliary Society, by Niss Gutteridge 
Haddenham, Cbeoi•s, &c. by Rov. Peier Tyler , • 
New Mill, Aston Abbott.s, &c. by Mr. Arnsde.a 
CheshB.m, by Rev. W. Tomlin 
En-ter Female Aoxiliary Society, by Mr. Moxt:y • 
Lh•erpool, Auxiliary_ SociN:y, by W. R.u1btoo,. Esq·. 
J\1auchelter, SubscriptioDS, &c. by Mr. Leese • • 
Bedford,;hire, Baptist Association, by Mr. R. Saunders 1 • • 

Wallingford. Collection and Subscriptions, by Rev. Joseph Tyso 
Sheffield -1Wd Wincobank, Collection, &c. by Mr. Wheatley • 
J..oaghborougb., Association and Subscriptions, by Rev. Gf'orge Capel 
Trowbridge, Female and Jm•enile ~ociety, ~y Mr. Wearing • • 
Gloucestershire Auxiliary Society, by Mr. R. WinWr~otham. 
Norwich, St. Mary's, Auxiliary Society, &-c. by Mr. Cozens 

Sundries, by Mr. Kinghom • • . , 
Newca!tle, New Court Chapel Auxiliary; by Mr. Fenwick 
Church-street, Auxiliary Society, by Mr. Pontifex • • 
Woolwich, Auxiliary Sc.ciety, by Mr. Gardner • • • 
Wotton-under-Edge, Suud.r1es, by Rev. T. Thomas 
Essex Auxiliary SocietJ, by Rev. J. Wilkinson • 
.Eagle•stred Auxiliary Society, by George Bagstcr, Esq, • 
Wautage, Collection and Subscriptions, by Rev. J. Jat:kson. 
Blaby, (Leicestershire) Peuny Society, by-Rev. B. Evans • 
Tunstall, Baptist Church, by Re,·. I. Wilson • 
Bow, Auxiliary Society, by Rev. Dr. Newman 
Prescot-street Ditto, by Geor~e Morris, Esq. • , • 
Carter-lane, collected hy Mrs~ Parber, Mrs. l\farte11,.and-Miss Burl.1 
Dover, Female Associatioii, by )irs. PethebriJ~e • • 
Nottingham, Collection, Subscriptions, &c. by Mr. Bardsley • 
Lion-street, Walworth, Female Auxiliary Society, by Mrs, Kitson 
Edinburgh, Sundrie~, by Rev. C. Anderson 
Jloyston, Sulncriptioos, &c. by Mr. Pendered 
Rochdale. Collection and Subscriptions • • 
Burtou-strut, Auxiliary Socif'ly, by Mr, Poole· • • 
East•lane, Walworth, Female Auxiliary, by Rev. R. Davis 

TRANSLATIONS. 

Edinbnrgh Bible Society, by Rev. C. Anderson 

SCHOOLS, 

Hackney, Society for a Native School, by·Mr, Hobson 

FEIIIALE EDUCATION, 

Ncwca'5tle a.ad Pottery Frmale Scl1ool, by .l\Jias Thompson and Miss Wilson 
Mrs. Arnold aorl Fri~nds, Bankside • • • • • • 
.Birmingham, boy&' Sunday Schr,ol at Caunon-street, by llcv. I. Birt 

( Farther Contributions in r,ur next.) 
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