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This Hiftory was printed in the Baptift Regifter, only
a theet at a time occafionally, as the Editor of that work
found room. This accounts for the appeagance of the firft
fheet of it in 1791, and for the publication of the laft, not
till 1 795—the date which is in the title page. Several Mini-
fters who were alive when the firft {heet came out died beforg
the laft was printed. '



AN

ADDRESS
TO THE READER.

THE Hiftory of the Baptift churches in Wales was publifhed
in Welth in 1778. There was a motion made to the Author to un-
dertake it near 30 years before. He then had very little idea of it.
Notlong after, it occafionally engaged his attention. About 1752,
he began to pick up afew hints, as they fell in his way. In 1754,
he removed to Leominfter, in Herefordfhire. Thus leaving the
Principality he almoft gave up every thought of the fubjett; but
julged it proper to put the few fragments he had obtained into’
fume order, and then fend them into Wales to be circulated and
improved in the beft manner they could. He did fo. Ore looked
over them and faid, he could add nothing : another did the fame.
The Author being at the Aflociation in Wales, in 1770, was
reminded of the Hiftory. He related what he had done, and was
urged to.refume the work. He made 2 kind of a promife to do
fo if no body elfe would underrake it.

About that time Mr. Thompfon of London was colle&ing z
brief account of the Diffenters of the three denominations through
England and Wales. ~ A letter was fent to the Author at Leo-
minfter on the fubjeft, which induced him to fet about this long
fufpended article. His mind bent to it with a degree of refolu-
tion, he thought—he recolleted---wrote letters, and in fhort,
did all that his confined fituation, preaching four or five times a
week,. and teaching a fchool, would admit. In 1776, hetook a
fhort tour through South Wales. He made the Affociation in his
round ; was from home about fix weeks, and collefted materials.
On his return, perufing his papers, deficiencies foon appeared. He
wrote to one place and another for additions and explanations,
clofely purfuing the bufinefs. In the fpring 1777, a few advertife-
ments were printed off, and circulated among the churches, in-
forming them of the ftate of the work, and defiring them to confult
among themfelves whether it fhould be profecuted or dropped;
and to give him their opinion at the Affociation. Accordingly he
found that every church wifhed to have the Hiftory printed. The
number agreed to be taken amounted to about €00, and 1s. 2
book fubfcription money was paid, and 1200 were printed.

In a fhort Epifile to the Reader, the Anthor obferved, that as
the work was the firt effay upon an obfeure fubje&, no body
could well expe it to be perfect: but that if any miftakes were
difcovered he would gratefully receive information. When the
Book was cireulated, ramarks were made, fome right, and fome
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iv ADDRESS TO THE READER.

wrong ; fome in a friendly way, others not quite fo ; but the
Writer availed himfelf all he could of cvery intormation, not re-
garding whether it came from a friend ora foe. In about twenty
months 18 pages of . 4ddenda and Corrigenda were printed off, of
the {ame fize as the book, and circulated gratis, that thofe who
chofc’ it might bind them with the book. Thus far the Writer
wid <oba: be conld.

In 1781, Mr. Backus’s Church Hiftory of New England, fell
into his hands. There he found an aceount of Ilfton church, near
Swanfea, of which he had no hint before, but what appeared in an
.old book of church records in Abergavenny. By the New, Englhnd
Hiftory, it appeared, that a neat church-book had been carried
from Ilfton to America, containing a particular accoun? of the
Baptit churches in Wales, about the year 1650, and that the
Book was {till in being. [t is ealy to conceive, that the Author
.of the Welith Hiftory much withed to fee that book. But the Ame-
vican war, and a number of other hindrances, feemed to render
it impofible. He wrote to Mr. Backns in 1783. Hz very foon,
and very obligingly anfwered, and wrote large Extra&ts out of”
jt, of what he judged moft to the purpofe. Thefe caft confider-
able light upon what was before impenetrably dark. Ia Page 5;
of the Hiftory, thofe Extra&sare referred to. They came in 1784;
and now it was ftrongly concluded, that, on this fubjeét, there was
fill more light to be derived from the liton book, than could be
had any where elfe upon earth. Impelled by hope, feveral queries
more were framed, and a fecond application made in 1785. But
for three years no znfwer came. The Author had mentioned
in the Welfh Hiftory, his defign to draw up a fhort account of
the Welth Affociation, if life and kealth continued. He was not
willing to fet about it till the fecond Extraéls arrived. In 1788,
he wrote again. Age coming on, a Baptift Regiller being likely
10 appear, and other things confpiring, the Writer fet about the
Hiftory of the Affociation, without the advantage of the fecond Ex-
tra@s. He finithed it and feut the Manufcriptto London for the
Pegifler. Bat fiill lamented the difzppointment of further intel-
Jigence, whicl he was confident might be had ia the book. One
fheet was printed in the fecond Number of that work, Aug. 1791.
This happened to be the very part which chiefly wanted the ad-
dizional information. In that year Dr. Rippon writing to Mr.
Backus obligingly mentioned the difappointment. Mr. Backus
was firuck, and replied, that the letters of 1785 and 1788 had
duly come to hznd, and that he had fent large Extradts, and a
iong letterin 1787 ; but fays, lie never could learn whether they
were received or not, till Brother Rippon’s letter came 1n Otto-
ber 17¢91. He took the firft opportunity and made large extrafts
containing fixty-four quarto pages: and his letter fays, “ I got
the bosk, and now fend you a// the light I can get from thence,
about the hiftory of your country.” Yet before it came, a fe-
sond fkect of the Hiftory of the Affociation was printed oi{f, in
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ADDRESS TO THE READER. v

the Regifter, {o that it was impoffible to re&ify miftakes but by
fome fuch addrefs as this. And thefe are the chief reafons for it.

There were two circumftances that oecafioned fome miftakes,
which muft have remained for ever, in all probability, had not
the fecond Extratts arrived to retify them. One happened
thus. About 1752, the Writor found fome old oofe pavers at
Abergavenny, out of which he tranfcribed what appeared to his
purpofe. But there happened a miftake of a fingle letter either
in the original Writer, or the Tranfcriber. The proper word
was [Llanaran, and it was tranfcribed‘Llanavan. The Writer
well knew a place of the latter name near Builth, in Brecknock-
fhire, and that there were Baptilts there about the year 1650, but
had not the leaft idea of a place of the former name in the whole
world ; fo the laft was taken to be right without any. hefitation,
and it was printed thus thro’ the Welfh Hiftory anrd thro’ moft
oi"the Englith Hiftory of the Aflociation. But what was faid of
the Baptifts in Llanavan remains true, yet there are fome little
miftakes in connexions. The fecond Extraéts fhew plainly, that
there was a place called Llanaran, there written Llanbaran. Hence
the Author wrote to a friend in Monmouththire, defiring him
to enquire whether there be a place of the name in that coun-
ty, or in Glamorganfhire. He was informed, that Llankarax,
or properly Llanaran, is about three miles from the town of
Llantrifaint, in the county of Glamorgan. Thus the difficulty
was quite cleared up. -

The fecond miftake was about the town of Llantrifaint, jult
now mentioned. There is a parith of the fame name in Mon-
mouththire. The Writer knew very well that there had been
Baptifts that way ever fince 1640, but never had heard of any
in the former place. Yet the fecond Extralts evidently prove,
that the fame church which was formed at Llararan in 1650,
met {oon after in the town of Llantrifainz. But before that in-
formation came, the place in Glamerganfhire was taken for that
in Monmouthfhire. = All this is no great injury to the real
Hiftory, as what is faid of the Baptifts in Monmouthihire fiiil
1emains true. Yer, as better light came, and as it pleafed
God to continue life and health, the Wnter thinks it a duty he
owes the public and himfei! to give the reafons of the miftakes,
and to confefsand re@ify them with his own hand. He likewife
has written out, in Eugli/b, the hiftory of the churehes concerned,
and affeted in the firft and fecond Extraéts, and tranfcribed the
fubflance of the two Extradls, in their proper places. That hiflory
may not be printed in the Author’sJife time, yet he is glad that
the Extra&s are difiributed to the beft advantage he was cafa-
ble of, that Mr, Backus's labour of love may nort be ia vain.



EXPLANATIONY AND ADDITIONS,
(WITH ERRORS OF THE PRESS RECTIFIED,}

Made from Second Extrads fent by the Rev. MR, Bacxus of
Middleborough, after part of this Hiftory was printed.

Page 4, Iinc 9, &e. from the hottom, for ¢ a petition was fent to the:
Xing fhewing, humbly and traly, by many refpeable perfons to the
King and Parliament,” reas, “ it was humbly and truly prefented in a
petition, by maay refpeétable perfons, to the King and Parliament.”

| S A 17. for Mr. P. r, Mr. Powell.

P. 6, /). 4. d: e very probably,

1bid. /. 7. after 1650, 7. or rather about the middle of the 12th month,
¥049.

—— L 11, jor Llanafan, r. Llanaran, and de/e pronounced Llanavan.

—— . 13, 31, for Llanafan, ». Llanaran. )

P. 6. afrer 1. 11, r. thus, out of Mr. Backus’s extrads, ‘¢ Thefe threer
churches being thus feitled, the Lord’s gooduefs is ftill extended to us,
wfomuch that they ave very much. increafed, both with gifts and
members to the praife of his great name: and being thus fettled
through grace, they bethought themfelves how to carey on the work ia.
Wales; and therefore mutually agreed, that upon the 6th and 7th days
of the oth month, they would have a general meeting at Iliton, of ‘the
members of each chuichs So accordingly it was performed.’” This para-
g1aph will explain page 7, thiree firit lines. Ad:d further, “ A church-
was conftituted at Carmarthen on the 22d of the rith month 1650."*
The fecond extradls give no exa&t date when any church was formed but,
This: yet it is plain enough, that Ilion, Hay, and Llanaran were formed
before Carmarthen-

P. 7, /. 15, for Llanafan, r. Llanaran,

Ibid. /. 22, for three Months, r. four Months.

!/ 40, add, the fecoud Extraéts mention, that at a meeting on-the
t6th of the sth month, 1651, reference was had to a general meeting
at Llanaran as then paft. "But tne Extradts contain no full account of
suy other gencral meetings, though they give hints of a few. It does
not appear that the minutes in 1650 and 1651 were figned by the Affo~
clzfiun.

P. 8, I. 14, for Monmouththire, ». Glamorganthire. And there defe
“ and was,”” with the two lines 15, 16." Then add, “ It feems they found
@ more convenient place at Llantrifaint than at Llanaran, as the latier
uccwr's nonore.”’ ’

P.3,all, from ling 16 to the bettom, but the two laft iines, is the
effz& of the miittake about Llanafan. But the narrative there is true,
underfloud of Llanafanin Brecknockfhire. Now it appears plain enough
by the {econd Extraéts, that Llanafan was not in connexion with the
Affaciation in the time of the Commonwealch ; nor is there any hint ef
that church in the narratives of the London Affemblies of 1689, &c.

And to the Note in that page, add, There are two more of the family
in the miniftry, Mr. Jobm Evans, a General Baptift in London, and Mr.
James Jarman, a Conformi®t in the Eftablithment. .

P. 15, /. 25, by the fecond Extradts, and the lecter fent with them, it
does not appear that any account is recorded in Ifton book of the Hay
Meeting, nor much inferted of any thing afier 1653, except fome letters,
and their own chureh affuirs. N6t a word, it” feems, of the General
Mceting at Aberafon, a branch of theiv own chureh, nor ¢f the meetings
at Llangs daint and Brecknock. .

P.iz,
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P. 19, &c. Names feveral minifters in Wales, The following, unlef
one or two who died before the Rettoration, are fuppofed to have finifhed
their courfe during the perfecutions from 1660 to (688, Metirs. Vavalor
Powell, Jenkin Jones, Henry Williams, Jolin Myles, Hugh Evans, An-
thony Harry, Morgan Jones, Morgan Jones, Thomas Proud, Thomas
Juleph, Thomas Jones, Howel Thiemas, Walter ProfTer, William Tho-
mas, David Davis, Howel Vaughan. Several more are mentioned in
the fecond Extracts, as very ufleful helps; particularly Evan Llewelyn
and David Thomas, Evan-Bowen of Llanafan alfo was a noted mini-
fter. Dr. Walker fays he had 4000 fouls under his care: his large pa-
rith is meant. The following worthies furvived the grievous perfecu-~
tions ; Meflrs. Chriftopher Price, Thomas Watkins, Wiljiam Prichard,
Lewis Thomas, Robert Morgan, Griffith Howells, William Jones, Tho-
.amas Quarrell, 'II'homas Evans, Henry Gregory, Francis Giles, Thomas
David Rees, Thomas Parry, John Edwards, William Milman, Robert
Morgan, &c. It is probable that moft of thefe had begun to preach be-
fore 1660, but they lived till the year 1688, and feveral of them long after.
A confiderable number of excellent men enjeved upon the miniftry before
the perfecation ended at the Revolution, as Mef(rs. Ja-ies James, George
Jones, Samuel fones, Jobn Jenkins, Nathaniel Morgan, Evan David,
Richard Williams, Jofeph Price, &c. Here are above forty min iters of
the Baptift denomination in.the Principality before 1683, moft of them
men of worth and note in their day.

P.18, /. 35, By the fecond extraéts, we learn that Lewis Thomas wa
baptized in 1§50, and was a ftated minifter in 165;.

P. 20, 1. 17, dele all of it aftey Kelligar, and gll line 18 wholly.

Ibid. 2. 30, add Thomas Lvans,

P. 21, /. 31, Francis Gilesis put wrong in the printed narrative of rhe
London Affembly of 1689. He fhould have been inferted there for Llan-
wenarth, and Robert Morgan for Swanfea. The latter then complained
of that error in a letter to London, which was feen by the Writer of
this hiftory. Thus there were feven meilengers from Wales at the Lon-
don Aflembly that year.

Ibid. /. 35, for thirty-eight, r. thirty-feven. -

P. 22,/ g. after met, put a femicolon, Llahtrifaint 1s the name of the
place in Monmouththire. The church there at that time met in thres
different places, Llangwm, Llantrifaint, and Abergavenny,

P. 23, /. 18, for church r. churches.

Ibid. /. 35, &c. The arrangement of the churches here is not quite oc-
curate, it would be better thus; Ilfton, then called Swanfea; Hay, re-
fuming the old name Olchon; Craig-yr-allt inftead of Llantrifaint, and
Llanaran, Glamorganthire; Llanwenarth inftead of the former Aber-
gavenny ; Carmarthen broke up, and the remaining members joined to
the Carmarthen(hire part of Swanfea church ;- Llanfaches in Monmouth-
fhire, was formed in 1639, but was a mixture of Baptifts and Independ-
ents, therefore not in the aflociation of 1651, &c. But fometime aiter
the Baptift part formed a fociety by themfelves, and met to worlhip in
the three places above mamud. The names of the churches in 1690
ftood thus ; Swanfea, Olchon, Craig-yr-allt, Llanwenarth, and Llangwm,
five, asin 1655 : but the names all changed. Carmarthen was diflolved,
and Llangwm brought in; the church weit of Carmarthen met in three
places, that made the number fix. But Blaenau was a branch of L.lan-
wenarth, yet fo diftant that it was called a church, though not thea
properly incorporated. They fent a feparate letter to London in 16g0.
And in a letter of that year, fent by Mr. Robert Morgan to London, he
fays, they were then feven churches in the connexion, which are to be
underftood in the above ofder, not yet reckoning Llanafan and Radnor,

Ibid. £ 43, for 1687, r. 1639, and /, 46, for M. r. Mr.

N.B. The paragraph at the foot of page 23, and at the top of p. 2q4,
is true in fa&, with this exception, that the church never had been
in the Affociation, fo had never left it. Probably it was alfo then a

mix
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mixt fociety, and had been long fo. The feventh church was numbered as
above, and omitting Radnor as in that paragraph.

P. 24, /. 32, The parrative of the London Aflembly, of 1689, mentions
only fix, but cthere thould have been feven minitlers inferted from Wales,
as already noted, and five in 1692.

P. 25, /. 22, for many, r. feveral.

P. 29, /. 9, underfland Llantrifaint here in connexion with Llangwm,
and fo 1n any follewing place where Llantrifaint may occur. Inthis page,
and the preceding, we have the firft proper account of Llanafan and
Radnor joining the connexion.

P. 31, /. 30, for Thomas David, r. Thomas David Rees; of whom fee
P 27.

P. 3¢, /. 30, after country, r. ¢ Mr. David Davis, born in the parith of
Whitchurch, and county of Pembroke, 1708; went to America, 1710,
took the care of Welfh Tradt May 29th, 1748, and continued it till he
died in 1769,

P. 33, /. g, from the bottom, for Landils r. Landilo.

‘ P. 34, /. 30, after forty, r. three. Mr. Rees was paftor at Limehoufé
n 1-~0§.

P.43. 1. 5, afrer Blaenan, r. and Mr. Jothua James of Abergavenny.

Ibid. /. 11, after beginning, r. fince the Revolution in 1688,

P. 48, /. 35, after had been in this praétice, r. and much encouraged it
¥n the Principality.

Ibid. /. 36, afrer little, r. public.

P. 50, /. 12, from the bettam, de/e 2 comma before Richard.

P. 55, /. 2, dele after.

P. 56, 4. 33, for vi. r. iii

P. 57, I. 41, for Devon, r. Somerfet. -

P. 63, /. 29, Rev. Mr. Rowles-of Chard, fays, that Mr. William Wat-
kins died bekore O&ober 1767. '

P. 64, I. 11, from the bottom, obferve, Mr. Watkin Edwards died in
1794, which was after the copy of that theet was written. There are other
inftances in this Traét in which a fimilar remark fhiould be made.

Ihid. /. 10, from the bottom, remart, Mr. Rowles fays, that Mr. Peter
¥vans died in 1772, )

P. 65, /. 1, after church, r. fermed, and for of, 7. in, and the fame after
Dik, in the fame line. - :

fbid. /. 3, put a comma, or femicolon after place ; and 2, before branch,

P. 67, L 12, for Carleon, r. Caerleon.

P. 68, 1. 28, for the church, r. the Meeting-houfe'

P. 73, /- 10, for Gabriel, r. George. R

P. 74, 1. 21, 31, 34, for Chapel-y.fim, r. Qhapel-y-ffm.

P. 75, 1. 6, 8, from the buttom, for Appendix, r, Addrefss
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THAT there were Baptiftsin Englazd, in the days of Henry the,
Eighth and before, needs not be proved now :* but the fury
of perfecution was fo great in thofe times, that had they attempted
to form a regular Gofpel Church, it muft have been done without
any prolpeét of its continuance. Therefore this denominatioz was
generally included among thofe called Puritans and Nonconformifs,
But our prefent concern is chiefly with the Principality of Wales.
. Juis fuppofed from circumftances, that a fmall Baptift Church
‘was formed at O/choy, about 1633. If thers ever were any writ-
ten accounts of its regular conflitution, it feems they are irreco-
verably loft, like many morc valcable papers of thofe times: Mr.,
Hoawell Vanghan, was the minifter therc; it is probable he preach-
ed moftly among his own {mall congregation, .2ad not much
abroad.  After repeated inveftigations of this {ubje, it zpsears
that Mr. Wroth, Rellor of Llanfaches, (pronounced Llenvabes)
in Monmmonthsbire, was.the itk Nonconformift minifter in the Prin-
cipality. It is fuppofed he began to preach the (Gofpel, ina very
different way from the common clergy, about 1620, or fcon after.
While he thus preached, and his fame was {preading round the
country, Mr. Walter Cradeck, a young man of a repurable family
in -that vicinity, then at Oxfrd, and defigned for the miniitry,
coming home to fee his friends, and hearing of this remarkable
preacher, had the curiofity to go himfelf to hear him. The
confequence was, that he was fully convinged that Mr. W5
preaching was right. Not long after, M»r Cradack began to
preach the Gofpel himfelf, with life and concern for the falva-
tion of his hearers,. Mpr. Wood, in his Atk Oxen ; favs, Vol. U,
Col. 175. Ed. 2. Mr. William Erbury, became ftudent at Oxford
in 1619, ** took one degreein arts, retired into }#a/es, taok holy
orders, and was there beneficed.” -But further fays,  that he
preached in conventicles, and refufing to read the King's decla-
ration for paftimes after divine fervice on the Lord’s-day, he was

fummoned divers times to the high commiflion court at Lambers,
where he fuffered for his obftinacy.” He then cites a patlage
out of Land's Annual Account of his Province for the Year 1634,
Az page



. A MNISTORY OF THE

Eage 539, which runs thus, ¢ Landaff Diocefe : The Bifhop of
andaff certifies, that this year (1634) he vifited his Diocefe, and
found that #. Erbury, Vicar of St. Mary'sin Cardiff, and Walter
Cradock his Curate, {xave been very difobedient to his Majefty’s
inftruétions, and have preached very fchifmatically and danger-
oufly to the people. For this he hath given the Vicar a judicial
admonition, and will further proceed if he do not fubmit. As
for his Curate Walter Cradock, being a hold, ignorant, youn
fellow, he hath fufpended him, and taken away his licence, whicE‘
he had to ferve the Cure.” .

Mr. Neale, in his Hiffory of the Puritans, Vol. II. Page 253,
2-5, fays, that Wrath, and Erbury, were cited and fum-
moned to Lordon, and there condemned as the chief renders of
the church in #’ales.  He fays this was done in 1633, and 1635,
Thuos it appears how the Refor, Vicar, and Curate, were perfe-
eated by Loud’s influence and approbation, while they were m
the eftablifhment, and one of the chief crimes Jaid to their charge
was, refufing to read the declaration for the book of fports on
the Lords-day. Being thus harraffed and troubled, it may be
truly faid, that they were compelled to leave the Eftablithment in
order to enjoy the liberty of Fublifhing the Gofpel in its native
fimplicity., So they went through the country and preached
where they could, in the churches or out, as it happened—where
they had hearers there they preached. It does not appear that
Myr- Wroth went far ; he had a gathered church conftituted in the
parith of Llanfackes, in 1639, Some fay that Mr. Erbury was 2
confiderable itinerant in #ales. But the chief of the three was
Mr. Cradock, he was the youngeft, and at that time in his vigor
and ftrength —He preached through South and North Wales with
no finall acceptance and fuccefs. The author of thefe papers
recollefts that when he was young, between the years 1730 and
1740, the aged people among the Diflenters talked much of
Walter Cradock, i‘ot long after Mr. Cradock, Mr. Vavafor Powell,
another young clergyman, began to preach in the fame itinerant
way : being a popular minifter, he was foon perfecuted with ne
fmall feveritv. MHe was a native of Radnorjbire. 'Thefe two were
Univerfity men and able preachers, and were very laborious
through the Principality. ‘The former was in fentimentan In-
dependent, and the latter a Baptift. - .

As yet the people in Wales knew little of fpiritual things. My,
V. Poawell, in his Brief Narrative, prefixed to his Bird in the
Cage, fdys, That about 1641, the profeflors of religion were
very few in Wales, except in the corners of two or three counties;
and that about that time a petition was fent to the King fhewing,
humbly and truly, by many refpe@able perfons, to the Kingand
Parliament, that, upon diligent fearch, there were fcarcely to be
found as many confcientious refident preachers, as there were
counties, in Wales: and that the few who were there, were
either filenced or much perfecuted. Soon after that, the war
Bseke out, and the country was left, not only without relief, bﬁt

the
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the few preachers and profeffors in it, were obliged to flee and
quit their habitations, ‘Their property was taken away by vio-
lence, and their wives and children reduced to grear ftraits.
This was the ftate of the Principality in thofe affliétive years. It
was above fifty years before, that Mr. Fohn Penry, a native of
Wales, and a Baptift, publifhed two Trafls, one to the parlia-
ment, and the other ta the governors and people of #aus, la-
menting the ignorance of the people, and how deftitute they were
of the means of truc knowledge. That very year in which he
publithed thofe trafls, the fisft 7/ Bible that ever was printed,
came out in folio, for the churches. The firft oftavo Bible for
the public, came out in 1630, fo it was no great wonder that the
common people were nearly as ignorant in 1641, as they were in
1588, when Myr. Penry publifhed his books. But through all
the troubles of thofe days, wars and all, Cradock and Poawell, with
a few inferiors, exerted themfelves much, and the knowledge of
the Gofpel greatly increafed. Though Mr. P. was obliged, by
the violence of perfecution, to quit the country for a time, yet he
Teturned as foon as things would admit. He had then a teftimo-
nial certificate from London to Wales, figned by eighteen leading
minifters, moft or all of them Independents or Prefbyterians, dated
the 11th of September 1646, as related in his life. Though
Powell and Cradock differed in the article of Baptifm, yet in
doftrine and difcipline they agreed heartily in the general, and fet
up free open communion in #ales, maintaining the independency
of churches. They both agreed in affection, and exerted them-
felves much in behalf of their countrymen, and their labor was
not in vain in the Lord. Now the light of the Gofpel fhone fo
clearly among the people of the country, that they have never
fince been fo dark as they had been long before. Thus the peo-
le were united together in a mixed commanion confifting of
=dobaptifts and gaptiﬂs. Thoufh many of the later were
fcattered through the country in a few years, yet there were no
proper Baptift Churches, except Olebon was fo, which it is be-
lieved was the cafe. T
The firl Baptift Church in Wales, after the reformation, was
formed at J/fon, near Swanfea in Glamorganfbire,in 1649, which
was lefs than twenty years after the Bible came among the com-
mon people in their own language, But we had no account of the
formation of this Church, "ull it was given in 1777, by the Rev.
Myr. Ifaac Backus, in his Hiftory of New England.  There we find
that My John Myles the Paftor of //fon, left his native country when
perfecution fo raged here, and took the Church Book with him
to New England, where it is to this day. ‘Afrer that hiftory
came out, Mr. Backus, being requefted to procure a copy of cer-
tain parts of Mr. Myles's records, was fo very obliging as to fend
large extra&ts, written carefully with his own hand. ~Thofe ma-
puufcripts have been very ufeful, as will appear below.
Myr. Myles feems to have been the firft Baptift Minifter in #aks,
who defended and mainfained unmixed communion among the
C A3 Baptifts
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Raptifts in the Principality, in a public, open way ; (Okhor mi-
nifter, of the fame {entiment and practice, was a man little known
abroad.) After the I/flon church was conftituted, Mr. Myles was
very ative in other places. Very probably his Church Book'
gives a more particular account of the formation of other churches
foon after. ¥rom the extratts, we may conclude that the Hay
church, including Olchon, was formed in 1650, as feveral were bap-
tized in that year at Llanigon and the Hay ; it is probable that they
all and Olrhon, made one church foimed ancw, under the di-
rection of Mr. Myles. There were allo baptized Brethren, then
at Llanafan, pronounced Llanawan : more of thofe things follow,
The above mentioned extrats thew, ¢ That nembers of the two
churches of the Hay and Llanafar affembled at flfon the fixth and,
feventh days of the ninth month 1650, who were fent thither by’
the {aid churches te the Brethren at llfow, to confult concerning
{uch bufinefs as was then by God’s affiftance determined and ex~
prefled asfollows. . ) T

¢« The Brethren, previoufly weighing the great fcarcity of.
minifters that will foundly hold forth the word of truth in Caer~
martherfbire, and the {eafonable opportunity now afforded by the
Providence of God for the propagation of truth in thofe parts,’
do judge that brother Dawid Dawis thall henceforth endeavoyr
to preach two firft days of every two monthe at Caermarthen
town, or thereabout: and that brother Myles fhall preach that
way one firft day in every two months ;. and that brother Profer
thall preach there one firlt day in every two months; and thefe
Brethren are defired fo confult and agree among themfelves,
when it may.be moft convenient for any one of them to be
there. And - :

Upon the like ferious confideration of the prefent condition of
our g‘r)elha‘cn at Llanufan, it is by the Brethren here judged con-
venient, that a conflant meeting be there kept by the churches
until thie Lord fhall raife up more able men.among themfelves,
and that brother Dawid Dawis be defired to be there prefent as
often as he poffibly can; but thar when he is neceffitated to be ac
Caermarthes, then our Brethren of the Hay are defired to. take
care.to fend, either brother Proffer or brother Themas Watkins, or
fome cther whem they fhall judge convenient.”

At the fame time it.was further agreed, “ T'hat thefe. minifters
fhoold be aiiiited by the churches and contributions made for
that purpofe.  Tor that year it was fettled, that each of thg threq
ckurches fhould colleét ten pounds among tl)emﬁ'l\/cs, in the
whole thisty pounds, and a Brother in each ehurch was there
nated tofrake care of that contribution ; the firlt colle&ion to
be made as {oon as convenient after that agreement, without
hurdening 2ny of the Brethren.” Thus far the bufinefs of
thar meeting. : . _

Now it is fuppofed that this ronvention of the meflengers of
three churchies. at J7en inay -claim the honor of being the origin
fi-Aflociation in #aies.

PR Tha'
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The extradls give no hint, when or by whom this meeting was
appointed, and poffibly the records fay nothing of that. Bat it
is natural to conclude there were fome previous confultations
about it. In thefe few articles we fee the very effence and fpiri:
of the Baptift Affociations in Wales and England ever fince. "The
poble defign was to affit each other, and to propagate the truth.
We have no acéount who figned thefe articles, perhaps none
then figned. Here we find three Baptift churches formed in 16.4¢
and 16¢o, and uniting in this friendly conneGion for mutual
comfort and edification. It is at prefent doubtful whether there
was at that time any Aflociation in England, except the feven
churches in and -about Losdon, who printed the confeflion of
1643. Bethat as it may, it is certain that this was the begin-
ping of general meetings in Wales. The appointment of any
other meeting at this time is not mentioned in the extralls, yet
probably it was done. For they fay, ¢* The four churches of
1ljon, Hay, Llanafan, and Caermarthen met at Caermarthen the
nineteenth of the firft month 1651, and appointed fome meetings
to be at Gelligir.. Queftions concerning ﬁngin% pfalms and lay-
ing on of hands were propofed to be confidered by the churches,”
.. Here s a fecond general meeting, confifting of meflengers from
four churches. There were not much more than three months
between thefe meetings: the ftate of the churches required fre.
quent confultations. Here we find Caermarthen added as a fourth
church, and the:Brethren confulting about future meetings at
Gelligér, this is the name of a parith in Glamorganfhire, but near
the borders of Monmouthfbire. The abftralts mention Mr. Dawid
Dawis of Gelligdr among thofe added to Jiffes church, ¢ Fram
the firft of the eighth month 1649, to the fixteenth of the fame
month 1650.” Dr. Walker on the Sufferings of the Clergy, Part
2. page 228, fays, ¢ That Mr, D. Davis was chofen to be the
minifter of the parith of Kelligar (this fpelling is adopted by fe-
veral, and may well be ufed, as it is more ready in Engli/s) upon
certainconditions, by theparifhioners, about 1645.” Sothatit feems
he was the minifter of that parifh when he gave himfelf up as a
member at JJ#on : probably he was baptized when and where he
fo gave himfelf a member. The extrafts give no information
how the above qucries were anfwered, nor whether figned at that
meeting, nor when the next was to be, nor any thing of that
nature through the remaining part of 1651 and the whole of 16;2.

By loofe papers feen at Abergavenny about 1952, it appears
that in 1631, Ihc\chprches. in Wales fent a letter to the Baprift
church, meeting at the Glafr houfe, Brogd-fireet, in London , giv-
ing an account of their ftate, how they increafed and fpread ; and
réqu'c'ﬂing' adviée as to the forming 9f new churches. The an-
fwer from London then partly tranfcribed is to this effe®. ¢ Re-
garding the diftance of your habitations, we advife, if God hath
endowed you with gifts, whereby you may edify one another,
and keep up’ the order and miniftry of thé church of Chritt, you
may divide into more particular congregations, but wi.th muytual

A g e canfeut;
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confent; and if there be among you thofe, who can in fome
meafure take the overfight of you in the Lord, but not elfe.”
Then it proceeds to fhew and direét them how they might go on
to edification. 1t is figned by William Confet, William Combey,
William Chafly, Samuel Tull, Edward Green, JFofeph Staffurd,
Robert Cherry, Thomas Carter, Jobn Milamay, &c.

A church was formed at £bergavenny, in 1652, very probably
in confequence of the advice from Londes.

The next meeting of which we have any account, was a
«« general meeting of the Elders and others, Meffengers of the
feveral churches of Jifon, Hay, Llantrifaint, Caermarthen, and
Abergavenny, holden ac Abergawenny the fourteenth and fifteenth
of the fifth month, 16¢3. Here Llantrifaint occurs, which we
had np account of betore. This is in Monmouthfhire, and wag
formed very probably in 1651 or 1652, after the letter of advieca
was {ent from Lezdon,

But we have no more account of the church of Llanafar in
thofe general meetings for many years. The reafon of that
filence it is likely may be colle@ted from what follows. Dr,
Walker, in his Attempr on the Sufferings of the Clergy, Part I,

age 160, &c. notes, < That in the time of the civil war, #il-
iam Williams, M. A, who ferved this large parifh, was, for fome
delinquency, ejected by the commiffioners, who ordered Mr.
Eaan Boaven to preach in his place at Llanafan.” This Mr Boaven
was aBaptift. TheDoéor fneers at him fufficiently; yet confefles
that he had been an itinerant, and received a falary on that ac.
count: from this it may be prefumed, that he was an acceptable
minifter. In the fame parith Mr. Thomas Evans was another very
acceptable preacher: he alfo was a Baptift, and a race of very able
minifters defcended from him.  His two fons, Caled and Fobn,
were worthy minifters in that place; the former in great renown:
the late venerable Hugh Ewans, M. A. was his fon, and the prefent
truly reverend Dr. Caleb Ewaas is his grandfon, and of the fourth
generation of very refpectable minifters; the two laft have been
fuccefsful paftors of the reputable Baptift church at Broadmead,
Briff!®*. Mr. 7. Evans had his commiffion to preach, a copy of
which is yet preferved, it is-dated 16th of M.z' 1653.

Haviog now fuch able minifters in the parifh, and being fo far
from the other churches, it {feems they refted at home; we hear na
more of them in any aflociation with the other churches til] the
commencement of this century, They are not mentioned in
any of the printed narratives of the genegal affemblies in London,
b} 68?, &ec. .

Now let vs return to the general mecting at Abergavenny,
confifting of the meflengers of five churches. The firft article in

% Befides the four, and Me, Fobn Ewans, above named, there wereand are
four more of the fame fiock in the miniftry. Mr. Fobn Ewans, the prefent
paftor at Pentre, the fame church ftill, is a grandfon to the above 8Mr. T. Ewvans, .
and is the laft Ewans of the ftock in that country, though there is a numerr.vs.
iffue by females. :

the
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the minutes relates to feteling feveral things in.the new church
where they met. The advice, we may be {ure, was firft defired,
and then readily given.

The fecond article runs thus: ** We confidered the condition
of the church at the Hay, and upon feveral complaints made againft
feveral diforderly perfons, formerly noted who fought to rent
the church, and as is conceived, to fet up themfelves as a
dittin® focicty, whereby the church is much difturbed and
unfettled, which may tend to the difhonour of God and the grief
of brethren, and the hindrance of the work of God in the world ;
it was therefore ordered and concluded,

“ 1. That a letter be fent to the diforderly brethren, exhorting
them to confider from whence they are fallen, and their prefent
practices, and to abftain for the future from uttering rafh or
fcandalous words of the churches, and from receiving inte
or keeping in their fellowfhip, fuch as are, or fhall be, calt out by
the church, or any that fhall irregularly come away from them;
and that they attend on the church miniftry, not praétifing in
their private meetings any fuch ordinances as are proper to the
church of Chrift: and that in cafe they will not hearken to this
our advice, we will at our next meeting, with one confent, declare
againft and difown them: and withal we defire, that they fhould
at our faid meeting give in their reafons unto us, why they charge
the church with diforders, and fay what the diforders are ; where
they fhall be fully heard, and the bufinefs difcufled and judged ia
the fear of the Lord, according to fcripture and right reafon.”

¢ 2. 'That a letter be fent to the church at the Hay to advife
them, if they have any fic members, to chufe more Elders to rule
or teach that church; and to advife them to fubmit in the Lord to
fuch as are or fhall be chofen Elders among them: that alfo, it
they can, they chufe Deacons in the feveral parts of the churchs”

The third and fourth articles are two Queries and Anfwers.

The fifth article is a confultation and agreement how to fup~

ly the Caermarthen church with the means of grace for the next
Ealfyear, and Brother #illiam Thomaswas appointed to bein or about
that town onc week in three, for which fervice he was to receive
10l to defray his expences; and that church to raife 21. 105, of
it; Llantrifaint 21, 1pc. and [[fon 5l and the Hay to affift- Aber-
gavenny to fupport Brother i#illiam Prichard, who was fhortly to
be fent forth.

Then the conclufion runs thus: ¢ It is alfo ordered, that the
next general meeting be held at dberafon in Glamorganybire, upon
the feventh day of the feveuth month next. Laft of all, it is de-
fired that the fourth day come fortnight be fet apart by all the
churches, as a day of holy i1¢joicing and praife unto our tender
Father, for anfwering the prayers of his fervants, in giving peace
to, and preferving it in the poor churches, and for his gracious
appearance with us in this our meeting.”” Then the whole is
figned by * Jobn Myles, Dawid Davis, Walter Proffer, William
Ybomas, Th mas Prwf?d, T homas Fofeph, Howell Thomas, Leyfou Da-

Vis,
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wict, Stephen Brace, Heawell Vaughan, Thomas Watkins, Charles
Garfon, Robert Hopkins, Thomas Edwards, Thomas Fones, Thomas
Parry, Robert Mosgon, Hoawell Watkins, Thomas Leavis, Wilkiam
Prichard, Anthony Harry, Rickard Roffer, Thomas Fames, Francis
—— . The laft name 1s not legible, but fappofed to be Giks,

Here we have twenty-four names. They were now come to a very
regular order, and poflibly they were more fo Before than we have
yet found. The narratives of the two former meetings were take
out of the American Extralls. And perhaps they were not fuﬂ
in the Records from whence thofe were taken. The account of
#his meeting is much abridged in the abftracts returned from Ame-
rica, though moft of the names are inferted, from which it is fup-
rofed that this was the firft time the meffengers figned the Bre-
viates. The perfons above named were not all minifters, though
probably all meflengers. Near half of them were in the miniftry
then, or foon after, and more than half became affiftants in the
miniflry occafionally. Some may fuppofe that' this Affociation

fTumed 100 much authority over the difturbers of the Hay church
%ut the churches were all young, and circumftances altet cafez
much. The narrative of tbis meeting is taken from the Records
of Abergavenny church, where it was held. ’ '

Here it may be noted, that a new Baptift church being formed
at Abergavernsy in 1652, and about fixty added to it the firft year,
or a little more, according to their Records, it rather difpleafed
fome Pedobaptifts that way. 'This refpectable meeting foon made
them more uneafy. At length, both fides agreed to have a public
difpute opon the fubjet in 8¢. Mary’s church in that town, about
feven weeks after the Affociation, ‘The difputants were Fobn
Tombs, B. D. Vicar of Leominfter; Henry Vaughan, M. 4. and
Fobu Cragg, M. 4. The former was for Believer's Baptifm, the
tvo latter for Infant Baptifm. Mr T. and Mr. ¥. difputed firft,
then the former with Mr. Cragg. Afterwards they all publithed
6n the fubje&t. The title of Mr. C’s publication is, “ The Ar-
raignment and Convi&tion of Anabaptifm.” Mr. #’s is not large.
"There is an Epiftle Dedicatory prefixed, wherein we have thefe
words: ¢ My, Tombs for {everal months together, being impor-
tuned by letters and meflengers, came at length to water thag
which My. Myles, 2nd Mr Pryfer, and others had planted.” Pro-
bably this was the firft public oppofition of the king to tlie Bap-
tfts in Wales. .

We faw that by appointment, the next general meeting was to
be held on the feventh day of the feventh month next.  But the
nariutive of that meeting at Aberafon fays, that it was kept on the
firft 2nd {ccond days of the firft month, 1654. Itisin vain for ug
to inquire how that happened. At this meeting, as in former
ones, the common defign was the edification gnd comfort of the
churches. T'o that end feveral queries wete propofed and refolved.
One query was this: ** What are the duties of each of the officers
and members in the church?”? It is then added, ¢ In order to the
aniwering of this quclton it is defired that our Brethren, Fobn

- ' Myles,
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Myles. David Davis, Walter Proffer, and William Prichard, do fe.-
verally confider this thing, and certify in writing what they (hall
judg. concerning it, at our next general meeting.””  Another mi-
nute rans thus: <“It is our defire that the church at /jfor do {pare
Brather Myles as often and as long as they may, to be among the
churches of the Hay and Abergavenny, in otder to the fettling of
them, and helping them to ju(fge of the feveral gifts of the mem-
bers among them.” '

In another article fupplies were agreed upon for the deftitute
church at Caermarthen, one week in every four; and the refpe@tive
times fixed for ten or eleven months to come, in the following
order: Meffis, William Prichard, William Thomas, Thimas Fofeph,
J. Myles, Howell Thomas, D Davis, W. Profer, Thomas Fones,
Morgan Fones, William Thomas, and F. Myles, again. Here are
nine public minifters, befideés Mefrs. T. Prowd, T. Wartkins, &c.
in the four churches.

" In confideration of the inability of the church at Abergavenny
to mainfdin their minifter comfortably, it was defired that thole
of the Hayand Llantrifaint. would affift. ’

The church at- gbergavenny was advifed «“ to take heed of
mixed communion with unbaptized perfons, or any others walk-
ing diforderly.” - " - ‘

Finally, < In confideration of the nfefulnefs of the general meet-
ings of the Elders and Me(lengers of the feveral churches, it was
ordered that on the zoth of the feventh month next, there be a
meeting at the town of Llamtrifzint, and {o every half year after,
provided, that if there be ary extraordinary occafion, then, upon
the defire of any of the churches, all the others are to fend their
meflengers, to hold fuch a meeting, when need tequireth.”” Then
the whole is figned by feventeen names, moft of them the fame
as before, and fome new ones; viz. Hugh Matthews, Grifith
Gryfith, Fames Hugh, and Thomas Evans. _Aberafon was a branch
of Hftoz charch, which lay then very wide.

"The Records fay, that the meeting at Llantrifaint was kept on

the 3oth and ‘31ft of the fixth month, 1654. Some circumftances
occalioned it to be'about three weeks béfore the time appointed,
There a query was’ propofed, concerning laying on of handsa
The anfwer was referred to the next meeting; and the Brethren,
T AMyles, D Dawvis, William Proffer, W. Thomas, and W, Prichara,
appointed ¢ to draw up their judgment from Scfipture therein,
and the church at Caermarthen (which propofed it) was defired,
by admonition, &c. to prevent the broaching among them of any
thing concerning it, until that meeting be paft.’* Provifion alfo
was made to continue the miniftry there as before. -
" A query concerning finging Pfalms, was propofed by the charch
at Adbergaverny. - 'That likewile was referred to the rext meeting;
and the Brethren, 7. Myles, D. Davis, and W, Thamas dcefired to
ftate the point feverally, according to Scripture.

_ Another query was, ** Whether the faft days, as now appointed,
fhould be continued ?* The anfwer was, ** It is judged, that the
tppointed faft days fhall be continued ; for thatitis the agrcemenz_
: : °
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of the churches of England, Scétland, Ireland, and Wales, and oue
promife to God and them to obferve it; and for that, moft of the
things defired are not yet attained.’

At this meeting fevcral articles were confidered and fettled,
refpe@ing the church at Lizntrifasnt ; of which one was, that it
was adviéable they fhould divide into three parts, and a miniftry
foreach part be fup}aortcd for their edification ; and that their long
journies might be fpared, &c. Here the anfwer was given to the
query at the Jaft meeting, refpeting the feveral duties of officers
and private members., The fgllowing is a copy thereof.

¢ Our Lord Jefus Chrift, who is the head of the church, after
he had by himfelf purged our fins, afcended on high, gave gifts
10 his church, that each joint in the body might have its peculiar

ift, and that thereby unity, peace, and order, might be preferved
or the good of the whole. Eph.iv. 8,11, 12, 15, 16, )

1. * He gave Apoftles, who planted the firft churches, and laid
down infaliible rules of do¢trine and difcipline, which we are now
to obferve, in the gathering and building up of churches. Eph.ii,
20, z1I.

2. * Prophets, who, by divine infpiration, foretold things ta
come; as John, &c.

3- *¢ Evangelifts, who were the publifhers of the Gofpel to the
world.” .

4- “ Miracles.”

. ¢ Gifts of healing.” o

6. “ Diverfities of tongues, for the further publithing and con-
firmation of the Gofpel, by thofe primitive and extraordinary
Apoftles, Prophets, and Evangelifts. Now all thofe offices and
gifts were extraordinary, and therefore are now ceafed ; that
being effeted whereto they were given, only the three firft may
be faid to remain in their writings; as Luke xvi. 2g. and may
be faid likewife ordinarily to continue, while there are,

1. * Apoftles or Meflengers fent forth to gather churches out -
of the world. : . L

z ¢ Evangelifts, or Publifhers of the glad tidings, which is
ouly fome men's fpecial gift. .

3. * Prophets, or fuch as f{peak to exhortation, &c. of whom

bereafter.”
Now there are to continue in the church thefe officers:
1. ““ Paltors.
2. *¢ Teachers.
3. ** Helps, or thofe who rule.”
““Thefe three are called Elders, Bithops, Watchmen, &c. whofe
joint office is,
1. * To take care of the church, Aéts xx. 17, 28. 1Pet,v, 2,3.
2. ““ To confult on controverfies, Afts xv. 1,2, 6,123.
. ¢ To order things in the church, Afts xvi. 4.
4 * To advife in matters of doubt, Adls xx1. 18, 19,

5_ ““ TQ
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. ¢ To govern, 1 Tim. v, 17‘. Tit. i. g.
6. ‘¢ To vifit the fick, if fent for, James v. 14.
7. *“'To care for the diftribution of collettions. A&siv. 37,

xi. 29, j0.

.« '?’hcfe were the duties of all the Elders, though the greateft
charge lay on the Paftors, as appears in that, though there were
many Elders in the church at Ephbefus, yet the epiftle in the Re-
velation the fecond chapter, is direfted but to one, viz. the angel
of the church, and the charge given to, and the account required
of him wholly. Now more particularly.

“¢ Firft, the Paftor’s office is to do all that tends to the feeding
of the flock, Jer. iik 15. Matt. xxiv. 45. As to

5. ¢¢ Exhort. Rom. xii. 7, 8. 1 Cor. xii. 8.

2. *“ Reprove with all authority. Tit. ii. r3.

3. ““ Caft out. r Tim.i.z20. 1Cor. v.1, &c.

4 “ Lead the fheep.—He s to be the mouth of the whole,

§. ¢ Watch. 2 Tim.iv. g, Heb. xiii. 17.

6. ¢ Adminifter all ordinances in the church.

7+ ¢¢ Give himfelf wholly to the word and doctrine, Ats vi.y

8. * Rule well, which confifts (1) in the right ordering of
queftions and diforderly fpeakings. 1 Cor.xiv. 33, 40. Col,
il. §, &o. (2) In preferving purity of doftrine and difcipline,
Rev, chap. ii. and i1i. The angels are charged withit.

¢¢Secondly, TheTeacher’s particular office is, to wait on teach-
ing, to expound fcriptures, and confute errors. Tit. ii. 7, 8.
2 Tim. iv. 2, 3. And thisis no lefs the Paftor’s office.

¢ Thirdly, the ruling Elders, or helping office is, to overfee
the lives and manners of men: to whom alfo double honour is
due, 1 Tim. v.'17. 'Rom, xii. 8. He alfo muft take care of
God’s houfe, Helt. xiii. 17. 1 Tim. iii. 3.

“ Fourthly, The next officer is a Deacon, 1 Tim. iii."8. who
is to ferve tables, thatis, the Lord’s table, and the tables of all
others-in the church, that fhall want his fervice. He alfo
is to be dedicated to the churches fervice, as the word Deacor im-
ports, Afts vi. 1, &c.

¢ Fifthly. For the aflitance of the Deacons there are widows,
of whom, fee 1 Tim. v. 16. who are likewife to ferve the
church, Rom. xvi. 1, moft probably in looking to the poor
and fick,

<< Sixthly. There are, for the further edifying of the church,
erdinary prophets, who, though they be not fuch as wait on
the miniftry, or are wholly given up to it as yet, are fuch as
being gifted, may fpeak, as they be permitted, or defired, to
edification, exhortation, and comfort, 1 Tim.iv. 15. 1 Cor.
Xiv. 3, 29, 30/ .

¢ Thus far of church-officers with their offices: Now follow
the duties of private members, as they are related to their officers

and to each other.
"Iﬂ
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«In relation to their Elders, they are to honour thiem,
t Tim. v. 17. Submit to and obey them. Heb. xiii. 17,
To previde for them, efpecially fuch as labour in the word
and doftrine, having dedicated themfolves thereto: 1 Cor, ix. 7.
1 Tim. v. 8, Gal. vi. 6. To pray for them, Heb. xiii. 18,
Col. iv. 3. Eph.vi. 18, 19. Not to grieve them, Heb. xiii. 11.
Nor to fpeak roughly to them, 1 Tim. v. 1. Nor hagtily to
receive anaccufation againft them. 1 Tint. vi 1g,

«« In relation to one another, they are, o

To have and preferve love among themfelves, Eph, iv. 1
2. To frive for the beft. gifts, efpecially that they may
prophecy, 1 Cor. xiv. 1. Taking heed that they prefuinc not
above what is meet, Rom. xii. 3. To admonifh, exhortand
reprove cach other, as in Matt. xvili. 1t Theff. v. 11, 14,
To ftrive to excel in holinefs, Meb. xii. 142 More particularly
~—The rich are not to defpife the poor, James ii, 6. But te com-
municate freely, 1 Tim, vi. 17. Heb. xiii. 16. The poor are
not to be idle, nor charge the church unneceflarily, 2 Thefli
iid. 11, 12. The young are to honour and reverence the aged,
1 Tim. v. 1, 2. The aged are to be examples to the young.
"The ftrong are to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to
offend them in things indifferent, but to refpect them, 1 Cor-
X. 32. and xii, 23, 24. 'lhe wedk are not to take upon them
the place of Chnft in judging their Brethren, who are the fer-
vants of Chrift, Rom. xiv. 1, 2, &e. ‘

¢¢ So in all things, if every one would more carefully follow

ce and holinefs, and at his own part, there would be no
arrings and divifions, nor yet corporal or {piritual wants,
ut each member exercifing his feveral gift, the whole body, as
the apoftle Theweth, being fitly joined together, and compaéted by
that which every joint fupplies, according to. the effectual work:
ing in the meafure of every part, would make increafe to the
edifying of itfelf in love.” After this, :

It was further ordered, ““that the propofals which fhall be
fent, by any particular church, unto any general meeting here-
after, be delivered in writ_ing. And in cafe there be any mat-
ter of controverfy, that their arguments be ftated, and there:
with delivered. , .

4¢QOrdered, that the next general meeting be held (God willing)
at the Hay, the laft fcurth day of the next firft month.” Then
the whole is figned in the manner following,

The Elders and Meflengers of the Church at J/fos.

Fobn Myles Harry Griffith -
Morgan Jones _ Fohn Davis

William Thomas Hugh Martthews.
Morgan Jones

The
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The Elders and Mellergers of the Church at the Hey.

Walter Proffer Thomas Wathins,
Charles Garfin i

The Elders of the Church at Llantrifaint.

David Davis Hoawell Thomas
Thomas Fofeph Thomas Fones.

The Elders and Meflengers at Abergavennye

. William Prichard Richard Roffer
' Anrhony Harry Richard Fones.

Thomas Fames

_ The Meflengers of the Church at Ceermarthen.
Robert Morgan Rbydderch Thomas,

Here are twenty one Eldcrs and Meflengers of the five Charches,
of whom eleven or twelve were minifters then, or foon after, and
{ome of the athers 2 kind of helps.

At this meeting it was agreed to fend a copy to each churck
of the anfwer to the query regarding the feveral duties of ofi.
cers and membets, . -

Here our materials begin to fail. "The dbergavenny records
give no account of any more general meetings than thefe three,
therefore large breviates or minutes of them have been given,
by which we may form an opinion of othes generalmeetings, and
their bufinefs, By thefe it appears that they were improving
cvery time. 'The minutes ofthe Hey meeting, very prabzlly,
are in the J{flon book that wascarried to duerica.

We have an account of only one general meeting more duting
that time of liberty.” Perhaps that was the chief of all their
general meetings from 1650 to 1660. Liberty was not long after
that continued.- This general mecting was held at Breckuacs, on
the twenty-ninth and thirtieth of the fifth month, 1656, Before
this, itis probable they had the meeting at the Hay, and one or two
more. They agreed at this time to publifh a 'l ract, whote title
page runs thus, ¢ An Antidste againtt the Infedtion of the Times;
or a faithful Watch-word fsom Mount Sion to prevent the Ruin
of Souls: whereby fome fpeciat Conliderations are prefented 1o
Sinmers, Admonitions to Saints, and Invitarions to Backfliders.—
Publithed - for the good of All, by the Appointment of the
Elders and Meflengers of the feveral Churches of /{fen, Aberga-
wenny, Tredypog, Caermarthen, Hereford, Bradwardine, Cludack,
and Llangors, mgt at Brecknock, J¢.” the date as above, Four
paffages of fcripture are added as_motros. ¢ Londor: Printed
for 7. Bresuffer, at the three Bibles, at the Welk Eod o
Paul’s, 1656.”

Ths
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This tra contains fifty.five pages fmall quatto, clofe printed:
it is a home, affe@tionate addrefs to the (tlhree charaters men-
tioned above, In that to finners, p. 16. itis noted, ** That
fince the enjoyment of precious liberty, to hold forth the word
of God to poor ftraying fouls, many thoufands are come to the
profeflion of the Gofpel; and particularly the poor country
wherein we live, may for ever blefs the Lord, and remember
with thankfulnefs all fuch as were inftruments for the good of
their fouls, in procuring the much envied, and too fhore liv’d
act for the propagation of the Gofpel in Wales, whereby many
frumbling-blocks were removed out of the way, and the ‘true
and faithful fervants of Jefus Chrift encouraged to preach the
Gofpel with freedom and countenance, and fo in a few years fuch
achange is wrought, even in the darkeft places, that it is won-
derful to behold what abundance of heavenly wifdom and grace
bath through the preaching of the Gofpel, been poured into the
hearts of thoufands of poor ignorant ftraying people.”.

Here it may be noted, that in 1649, there was a complaiat
made to parliament, that the inhabitants of the Principality of
#ales were deftitute of the means of chriftian knowledge, their
language was lirtle underftood, their clergy ignorant -and idle,
fo that the people had hardly a fermon once in a quarter of a
year; and were deftitate both of bibles and catechifms.—The
parliament took thefe things into confideration, and on February
22, 164g-50, an alt pafled for the better propagation and
preaching of the Gofpel in WWales—and to continue for three
years. Commiffioners were then appointed to ejet ignorant and
fcandalous minifters, and to place others in their room. Of
thefe things, fee Neale's Hiftory of the Puritans, vol. 4. page 15,
116, &c. This att for the propagation of the Gofpel was pro-
cured by the influence of Meflrs. Vawafor Poawvel, Fenkin Fones,
&c. Many fpoke and wrote againft it, and many for it. But
the benefit of it continues to this day, fhort as it was in
duration.

As yet we have found no account of any other general meet-
ing in Wales, after this of 1656, till the revolution: it is very
probable there were feveral after that before 1660, but fome
notice fhould be taken of the number and names of the churches
at this meeting; we had but five in the three preceding meetings,
but eight in this, and in the latter but three of the former five.
How can a ftranger account for this? It feems, that publication
entided, An .imtidote, &c. was defigned before-hand, in vindi-
cation of the Baptifts, fo much then fpoken of and written
againt. Myr. Rickard Harrifon was a noted popular Baptift mi.
nifter, at Hereford, probably he was at Brecknock by defire, fo
Hereford is named though not in Wales ; nor in the conneélion,
‘The Hay is not named, but Cludock and Bradwardine, two
braanches of that church are, It feems by this time, that they
were uncomfortable at the Hay, and Mr. Walter Proffer gone
from them and fectled av Tredynock, not far from Llantrijaint, in

Mon«



Alomnoulbﬂ:ire, for he is named by Dr. Calamy as ejefted from
that place a few years after. It feems Mr. Profer was at
Byechnack, therefore that place is named. Llaagrrs was a branch
of Abergavenny, or pethaps Mr. Fokn Edwards, a member of
that church, was then fettied by the commiflioncrs at Liangors
fo he heing at Brecknoct, the place might bz named on that
account. For fome reafon Llantrifaint was not named at
Brecknock : we may be confident this is near the truth, if not
quite. 'The Baptifts in that time of their infancy, as {feparate
churches in Wales, were confiderably under the fcourge of the
tongue. The pen and the prefs were Employcd againf them,
as appears by the preface of the above antidote. Ar. Crags’s
large and virulent book, on the fubjet of Baptifm, came out
this year. And the people called Quakers, particularly Fots
Mocn, and fome of his friends, printed papers about this time
againft the Baptifts in Radnorfbire and Llan:fan, and thofe on:
the border of Mintgemeryfbire. Myr. Baccus in his hitory,
(vol. i. p. 460.) informs us, that the Baptift churcles in
Wales, gathered by Mr. Myles and others, -pablilhed a con-
feflion of their faith, which was publickly oppofed by George
Fox ‘the Quaker. So they had a loud call for the antidose.
A fight of that confeflion of faith would be very gratifying *;
but the Brecknsck traét is a good evidence of the orthodexy
of our brethren in thofe early days. -

This is the laft account we have of the affociation in the
time of the commonwEaLTH. Very probably it continued for
three or four years longer; but the reftoration of Clarles II,
in 1660, foon put an end to the liberty of the Noneonform-
ifts ; and the tyranny which followed hindered their aflociating
for about thirty years, till the cLor10US rREVCLUTION
opened the way, near th: clofe of 1538.

Of the Eiders and Meffengers named zbove (page 14, 15.)
the following were minifters then, or afterward : Fola Ak,
Morgan Fones, William Thomas, Mergan Foncs, Walrer Piajir,
Thomas Watkins, David Davics, Thomas Joferz, Hozvell Tio-
mas, - Thomas Fenes, William Frichard, Autssiy Horry, Rolere
Morgan and Thomas Proude. 'The laft is not there nuied;
it {feems he was abfent from the affociation at Liursrijaint in
1654, but he was a kind of colleague to 7. M/, S=veral of
thefe were fet in parifi churches by the commiffioners, in-
ftead of incapable minifters. The following are named by
Dr. Calamy, in his dbridgement, among the ejetted minifters.
Jo Myles, Thromas Proude, Howell Lhemas, Thoreas Fefeph,
Morgan Fones, Dawid Davies, and Falter Profer. "Thefe
feven belonged to the aflociation, vnlels Dawid Davies might
be another of the name. The following are alfo among the
ejected, who were not in the aflociation: Feulin Fonss, 21
Abbot, Mr. Milmas, 3 atkin Fonzs ([1d by, Do ¥alier to be

* To the Author of this Hilory.
i
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an Anabaptift, but fomne Pxdobaptits fay he was not,) Heury
Willians and Vavafor Fosweil, I'hele wore zealous minifters,
and all Baptifts, unleis we except Mr. I#atiin Fones, who was
an active, ufeful man. Above (lee page 14.) there are two of
the name of Morgan JFours wmentioned at Llantrijiint, as
meflengers from {fox 5 but Dr. Calamy mentions only one.
Yet Dr. #alier, in his Sufferings of the Clergy, part 1Id.
p. 338. mentions a Margan Jobn {uccecding Ticodore Price at
Lalefton, &c. in Glamorganibire. It {feems he was the fecond of
the two; a learned muan, and an anceftor to the Rew. My,
Morgan Fomes, now of Hammerfiith, neav London; Dr. W.
fays he was an Anabaptift. Probably he died before the ejec-
tion, fo could not be in Dr. Calamy’s lit. D #Walker, part 1.
p- 160. fays, that Anths:y Harry was allowed by the commif-
fioners to preach at, anl reccive the proiits of, Llanvibangel ;
from which place Foln Griffith, 4. M. had been ejefted. He
was a member of Afergavenny ; received by letter from Llan-
trifaint.  Probably he died before the Bartholomew ejection.
Mr. Fobn Edwards was mentioned above * as fettled at Llan-
gorse  Mefrs. Thomas Ewans and Ewan Bower, have been
named before . We know not what were the fufferings of
the latter, nor when he died. The former was an ejefted
minifter, though not mentioned in Dr. Calamy’s account. He
lived, preached and {uffered, from the Reftoration to the Re-
volution; was a truly worthy fervant of Chrift, and died in
1688. Mr. Hugh Evans was a truly laborious, acceptable
Baptit minifter in Radnorfbire, from 1646 to about 1646,
when he finithed his courfe. Fobn Moon calléd him < a blind
priett in Wales;” but the decenfed man’s charafter was well
defended in print, in 1658, by Fobn Price and William Bound.
Meffis. Francis Giles and Thorras Parry were alfo named be-
foret. They weathered out ail the perfecution from 1660
to 1688. Dr. Chriftspter Price was 1n the miniftry about
1650, or foon aftcr; of him more below. fleary Gregory
and Lewzs Thomas entered on their miniltry at the beginning of
the perfecution, or perhaps a listle before. o
Thus it appears that there were near thirty Baptift minifters
in ales in the time of the coMMoNwEALTH ; and that moft
of them lived to the reftoration, and felt the bitternefs and
fiercenefs of the perfecution that followed. There were befides
feveral affiftants, and occafional exhorters, not named here.
Of My. :'7, Myles, his removal with feveral of his friends
to America, his forming a church at Relobath, his ufefulnefs
at Boflon, in New Englind, &c. and his death in 1683, ’fce
Rackus’s Hiltory, where an excellent account is given of him.
Dz, Cotton Matber, as quoted by Crofiy, fpeaks very honour-

* Page 17. 4 Page 3. j Page 10,
ably



#6ly of him. Dr. Calamy only fays, that he was an Ana-
baptilt, and went to New England. ‘ )

.IWr. Thomas Proude, i good man, one of the ejeted mi-
nifters, is named properly in the firlt edition of Dr, Calamy’s
Abridgement. It was probably through careleflnefs that his
name was printed Froude in the fecond edition: Crofby and
Myr. Palmer have followed the erroneous copy. Dr. Calamy
ouly fays of him ** an Anabaptift.” ‘ '

Mr. Jenkin Fones was very altive, ufeful, refpetable, and
much of the gentleman. He was called Captain Fones, and
had been in the army. It is faid, that as he was once going
to preach, a perfon way-laid him, with a refolution to kill
him ; but coming up to him, he was fo ftrack with the comz-
linefs and majelty of his perfon, that his {piric failed, and
lie went to hear him; and was much affeted with the fervice.
Dr. Calamy calls him a Catabaptift: though he fays, that he
had beer brought up at Oxford, was a preach:r before the
war, took pains in feveral counties, was imprifoned, &c.
We know not when or where he finithed his courfe.

Mr, Walter Proffer ftands in our lift above *. He continued
a laborious; worthy minifter. We have no account of the
time of his death. Dr; Calamy only juft names him.

Meffrs. Howil Thomas, Thomas Jofeph and Morgan Fones,
of Lunmadack, are mentioned by Dr. Calary, as ejected in
Glamorganfbire. He treats them all with contempt, but does
not {ay that they were Anabaptifts. But Dr. Walier {peaks
out, that . Thomas and T, Fofeph were Anabaptifts. Dr. Ca-
lamy fays, that the latter wus an ingeniaus hufbandman, but
an ighorant preacher ; and yet Dr. Walker calls him a thoe-
maker ] )

Of My. William Thonmias, fometling was faid above+. Ds.
Calamy hath two of the namc ; one in Glamorgau~ire, and the
other in Carmarthenfbire: he ftyles the latter an itinerant
Probably he was our William Thomas, as he preached fo often
about Carmarthen 3 but it feems he diedsin Monzzzushoire, as
an old boolk, in that couaty, contains this manufcript note :
« William Thomas, a preacher of tlie true Word of God, de-
s parted this life the z6th of July, 1671, and was buried at
« Llantrifaint.”” Another manufcript account {ays, thae Mr.
Walter Proffer was eminent in the miniftry, and preached ofien
at Llantrifaint to W. Thomas’s people; by this it feems that
the former furvived the latter.

Of Mr. David Davies's attivity and fervices, foms account
is given above ;. What became of him in the perfecuting
times does not appear ; nor when he died.

My, Abbat is faid, by Dr. Calamy, to have been eje&ted
from Adbergavenny. He was a Baptilt. The relation of the

# Dage 13- + Page 9. t Pazes 6, 7, g--11.
L2 conference
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conference at Abergaverny *, in 1653, favs, page 29. A,
<« dbbots (dbbut) preacher, refident there: one who had
< been dipped, being in the pulpit with Mr. Tombs, ftood
« up and faid, &c.”  Mr. Crofh; names a Mr. Abber, the firft
of five gentlemen of learning, who, he fays, left the efta-

lithment and joined the Bapuls 4.

Mr, Vawafor Powel was exceeding laborious and ufeful jn
Wales, and a great fufferer.  He died a prifoner in the Fleer,
1671, and was buried in Bu;z/:i/l—/;c/d}, Lendon,  His life was
printed not long after.

My. Henry Williams is named by Dr. Calzmy among thole
¢jeted in Mortgomery/hire ; the Dodtor gives him avery good
¢haralter, but hints nothing of his being a Baptitt. ¢« He died
about 1685, aged about 60.”'t His fufferings werc great.

M. Thomas Jones, the gthelder at Llastrijaint §, probably
fettled with a branch of that people, which met at, and
about Kelligar, and regularly formed into a church in 1654,
jn confequence of agreement and advice at that meeting.
There were fome gentlemen of property and influence in
that church. By writings and circumftances, it is conjec-
tured that he died about 1675. Thus we have about twenty
Baptift minifters in #ales, who ended their days before 1689
motit of them, if not all, men ¢ of whom the world was no
worthy.” :

The following minifters, of the fame perfecuted denomina-
tion, bore their teftimony thro® all the hard(hips from 1660
to 1688. Mefrs. Heary Gregory, Thomas Parry, Thomas
Watkins, Chriftop-er Price, William Prichard, Francis Giles,
Themas Quarrel, William Milman, Lewis Thomas, Robert
Morgan, and Jobn Edwvards. ’

Dr. Calamy names Mr. William Fones, as eje&ted in. Car-
marthenfbire. He was wrong informed regarding the name of
the place ; or the name was wrong printed. When My, William
Fones was ejeCted, he was an Independent. Some time after
the ejeétment, he was taken and caft into Carmartien caftle
for preaching.

In that confinement, he, and fome of his fellow-prifoners,
had feveral converfaticns upon baptifm. The confequence
was, that he was lecretly perfuaded, in his own mind, that
believers baptifm was the real Sdripture one. Baut he kept
his conviftion to himfelf while in prifon. After he was li-
berated, he wasdetermined to anfwer a good confcience ; he
took his journey to the valley of Olchon, the church in that
place being reputed both very ancient and regular, and
there he was baptized ; probably by My. Thomas Watiins.
He returned home, informed a few friends what he had done,

¥ Sce page, 1o, 4 Crofby, vol. iv.p.251. 1 Calamy's Account,
p. 12, § Mentioned in page 15th of this Hittery.

and
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and gave his reafons for it. 'This, it is fuppofed, was about
1005 or 1666.

Be it noted here, that hitherto the Baptifts were in the
eaffern fide of South Wales, except a fow about Carmarthen, and
they were in mixed communion with independents, not oaly
in the two charches in the counties of Montgomery and Denbigh,
but in moft, if not «ll, of onr congregations,in #ales.

It was not long till Mr. Fones began to baptize. In 1663
a church was formed on the borders of the coanties of Pembrare
and Carmartben. The conftituents were thirty-thres., Mr.
Thomas Watkins of Olchon, and Myr. Willian Prichard of Aber-
pavenny, aflifted in forming it, Mr. W, Fsae: was foon chofen
the Elder of it, and-other oficers were appointed in proper
time. Of this church cailed Rufpacre more below.

- When liberty of confcience pafled into a law, earlyin 1639,
the bowels of the Londen minilters yearned over their brethren
in the couatry, who had bzcn fo long in the ftorms and tem-
peits-of perfecation, and they withed to learn their conditions.
Hence they fent a circalar lztter through England and Wales,
dated July 23, 1689, inviting the churches to fend Elders and
Meflengers to a general meeting in London, on the 3d of Sgp-
tember enfuing. -The ‘time was rather thl’E; however about
one hundred and fifty met, from about an hundred churches.
The following Meflengers from Wales were prefent: from
Pembrokeibive, Willian Fones, Paftor; and Griffeh Howell,
The names of {everal of the places in the printed narratives
of that-:meeting are wrong. All the places mentioned in #ales
are wrong {pelt, except Swanzey, fo fpelt then, it feems,
angd fo ftill the place in dmerica, where Mr. F. Myles fettled :
Monrsouthfbire, William Prichard, Paltor, Chrijtopher Price,
Minifter ; Savanzey, Lewis Thomas, Paftor, Fraucis Giles.
Here we have fix. minifters from #ales in the general meeting
in Londsn, -The bufinefs of that aflembly was too copious to
be here inferted *. .Among many important things, they
agreed tofet forth a Confefion of Frith ; -and thirty-eight of
the minifters fizned their approbation of it, in behzlf of the
whole affembly, among whom were Chriffopher Price and
VWilliam Prichard from Wales. Let this fuffice for the year
1689. We proceed to,

16go. The general meeting was in London, the gth of Fure,
this year. The .printed -narrative of that meeting does not
give the names of the minifters then prefen:, only of tweaty
who figned the General Epiftle, or Circular Letter to the
churches ; nineteen from the feveral parts of Ert/and, and
William Prichard from Wales. Oue partidular bufinefs of that
meeting was, to divide the churches in the feveral parts of
England and Wales, into proper, convenient affociations, The
churches in South Wales were formed into one aflociation, and

* [t may be feen in the Baptift Regifter, Part the Ift, 1790, EpiTox.
‘ 53 they
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they go under thefe names in the Narrative, Langon, Ber-
pavnny, Liaravanarth, Blaincgavant, Golchon, Craigjrr-a)/,.
Lanvabor, Vnys-vach, Rubacre, and Lanydar. Ilffon was left
out, now calied Sawanfea. A ftranger might fuppofe thefe
to be ten or eleven churches ; but they were no more than fix.
The tarce laft were only fo many places where the fame
chnrch met to worthip for many’ years. Craig-yr-allt and
Lianfabon were two places where Kelligar church’ commonly
met and Llangewm was the former Llantrifart church, and Dy,
Irice became one of their Paftors, and feveral members of
Abergawerny joined them. Llanwenarth is about two miles
welt of Abergavenny, and a church was formed there, branch-
ing to Blaenau, Llangors, &c. Swanfea, as we have faid, was
omitted. o )

Dr. Chriftopher Price was a gentleman of property, near,
Abergavenny.  He was brought up at firft to phyfic and furgery,
{fo went by the title of Docfor. He was a very worthy
charaéter. Two papers yet preferved, in his own hand-writ-
ing, contain an account of the Welb churches this year.
One paper is a rough draft, the other the fair copy fent to
the General Aflembly in London. They are not the fime
warbatim, but boty afford more light than one. He begins
with his own church. In one paper, he fays, it met at Lian-
gwmand Abergawenny ; in the other, at Llantrifaint and Aber:
gavenny, of courfe they met in the three places. 'The church
confifted of about eighty members, fcattered as wide as twen-
ty milcs. Brother Quarre/ was the other Paftor, but he prefided
chiefly at Liantrifaint and Langwm, and Brother Price at Aber:
gavenny; the former had to aflit him, Brother William M:l-
man and Brother ¥ alter Williams ; the latter had Brother Na-
thaniel Morgan. Brother Robert Fomes alfo affifted in the
church. Brother Joba Edwards allo is named as an ancient
faithful difciple. Mr. Nathaniel Morgan was a gentleman of
property and repute, His daughter was mother to the pre-
fent Dr. S. STENNETT. Mr. Quarrel is mentioned by Dr.
Calamy among the “ejefted minifters a5 at Oaweftry ; and Mr.
Falmer adds, that he was the firft paftor of the congrega-
tional church at Shreawfbury, in Oliwer’s time, and afterwards
preached there as often as the violence of the times would
permit. Itis fuppofed the church at Shreavfbury were Baprifts,
with, perhaps, a few Independents among them: Mr.
Luarrel was a North Wales man. He lived to a great age,
about twenty years after the Revolution, His houle at Llua-
gwm is Known fisll, : :

Dr. Price calls Llanavenarth and Blaenau two congrega-
tions, though as yet but one church. The members at the
former place about eighty, at the latter about thirty. Brotker
William Prichard Paflor ; Francis Giles, David Fames, Fobh
Spencer and Morgan William, affiftants, ’

Olchon
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Olchon, about thirty members; Brother Thomas Watkins
Pattor, and Brother ‘[{ama; Parry afifting. This is a great
flecreale fince 1654, when they laid fo wide; but perfecution
and quarrels made fad work. It feems the Do&or dozs not
reckon Llanigon in this account, and fixes the numbers every
where rather by guefs.

Craig-yr-allt, about fifty or fixty members, no Paftor; fome
gifted brethren ; their names not mensioned. Ordinznces
adminiftered by Brother Leavis Thomus, and Brother Robert
Morgan, alternately ; they had a long way to come from
S<vanfea, vihere they were paftors. This cherchin a thriving
condition; Bearers numerous and many members lately added.

Swanfea, Drother Lewis Themas, and Brother Robert Mor-
gan, LElders. '

" Pembroketbire, Brother Willim Fones, and Brother Griffith
Hoavell, Elders. This was the fixth charch.

He mentions two other fmall congregations in one of the
papers, but they werz only braaches of the above church.

This zccount to Londor wus intended to fhow what minifters
were in ftrait circumfances, that they might receive fome
afiftance from the fund. A letter * from Dr. Price to Mr.
Ifaac Marlow, cne of the treaiurers, intimates thdt the latter
had written to the former to defire the account. The Doftor
there fays, that formerly he had procured from Brotier
W oollafton 1, at feveral times, four or five hundred pounds
for poor minifters, bux had then received nothing trom him
for five years paft; yct had obtained fome {m:ll fums from
charitable perions in Loadon, for the purpofe. In another let-
ter he fays, that he had been forty years in the miniftry, but
had received nothing for his labour therein; nay, that he
aflilted others often, which no doubt was the cafe.

From the identical letters 4+ which the churches or con-
gregations at Blaenau, Llanwenarth, Olchon, and Craig-yr-ailr.
fent to the aflembly in Londen 1690 ; it appears they were
five churches fill as in 1654, with this difference, Olchon in-
ftead of Hap; Llunwenarts inttead of Abergawenny ; Llantri-
Jaint, asbefore, bat Langawm and. dbergaveany branches of it;
Sawanfea inftead of Hffon; Craig—yr-allt, a new church, and
Carmartken diflfolved; the remaining members jeined to
Swanfea church, which laid very wide.

The church in Radnorfbire and Llanafan makes the feventh.
They had left the aflociation, as noted above. And probably
the Circular Letter from London in 1687, did not reach them.
As they are not in the Lenden narratives, we may coaclude
they fent no meflengers thither. But they were Rtilla repu-
table people. M. 7. Ewans was lately dead, as obierved be-
fore, but the venerable Myr. Henry Gregory was ftill alive. Here

# In the poffeffion of Mr. Thomas. + Ar. Thomas has them.
"": Who was bvather tFollafon 2 Evitox,
: ¢ s
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it thould be noted, that about 1683, or 1684, fome of the
members of this church emigrated to Pennfplvania, and in
January 16§7-8, with a few more, formed the firlt Baprift
Church in that province, of which one of them, Mr, Samuel
Fenes, in time became the minifter. He was a very benevo-
Jent, aétive, folid, man, and of great ufe to that churchin its
infancy.  From that fmall company fprung two or three Bap.
tit Minifters in dmerica, particularly that great charafter
the lite Rew. Ifaac Eaton, M. 4. whofe name will be preci-
ous for ages. Indeed, many went from Wales to Pennfyl-
@wania* 3 and a confiderable number of the firft conftituents of
the original churches beyond the Atlantic emigrated from the
Principality.

1691. In the Lowdon Narrative of this year, Chriffopher
Price is among the feventcen who figned the epiftle to the
churches. Whether any one elfe from Wales attended at that
general meeting, we cannot fay. There we have the churches
in Wales named pretty nearly the fame as in 16go, but much
better than in 168g; they were now dividedinto two affocia-
tions; thofe in the ez to form one, and the Pembrokefbire
clurch, meeting in three different places, to form the other.
Let us proceed to

169z2. This year the GEneraL AssEmbLy inLownponw,
confidering the diftance, expenfe, and inconvenience of tra-
velling fur, agreed to divide the Lon Do~ Affociation, fo to
have one in London, as before, and one at Brifol, to meetat
different times of the year, and keep up mutual fellowfhip and
correfpondence. = This was to eafe perfons at a diftance. In
the Narrative of 1692, places and minifters are printed, as in
1689, but fome of the blunders in the one are correéted in the
other; yet not thofe which belong to the Principality. One
of the fix former minifters is omitted, the other five as before.
The brethren of the Principality, in future, were to attend at
Brifdol, it being nearer for them. _

1693. The Weftern General Meeting was at Briftol, accord-
ing to appcintinent. * Among the eighteen who figned the
Circular Letter this year are, George Jobn, or jones, and
Fames Fames. Thele were both from the Pembreokeffire church,
The reader may not be difpleafed here with the following
fhort digreflion: Y T

It was obferved above, that this church was conftitvted in
1668, being the midft of the perfecuting time. But through
all they did rot only live, but thrive.” In future years, it
acquired the title of Tue CoLLEGE, as it produced fo many
valuable minifters. On a perafal of thelr records, their flate in
1689, will be found thus: their number of members one hun-
dred and thirteen ; that is, eighty more than at their firft forma-

% Sce Ay, Fduwards's Materials towards a Hiftory of the Baptifts
a Ferwfylvarsia. p. 6, &e. and p. 26, Printed in 1770,

tion?



WELSIH ASSOCIATION, & 1646, 28

tion, being then about thirty-three, fifteen of whom were yet
alive. T'hefe one hundred and thirteen refided in thirty-eight
parifhes, with this exception, that a few of the parifhies were in
two counties, viz. filty-nine in Pembrotefbire, thirty-five in Car-
marthenfbire, and nineteen in Cordiganfbire. Among thele there
were eleven in the miniftry ; fome of whom had laboured long,
and fuffered much; others were juft entcring on the work:
their names were, William Fones, Griffith Uowell, Gewge
Tones, Tames Fames, Thomas David Rees, Thomas Griffiths.
Evan David, Fobr Fenkins, Richard Williams, John Dawid,
and Samuel Tfones ; and, foon after, Morgan Grifiths, if he
had not then begun to preach, Thefc twelve were not occa-
flonal helpers merely, but niinifters of note, who worc well
to the laft, as will appear concerning feveral of them below.

After this, liberty being efltzblithel, the denomination
fpread fill wider, This raifed oppofition from the Padobaprifts,
particulirly the Independents. After loveral debates, both
fides agreed to preach upon baptifny at Per-y-lan, in Pem-
brokefbire. Mr. Yobn Thomas,he Independ-nt minifter, preach-
ed firk on infant baptifim; Mr. Foin Jeuiizs, minifter of
the church at Rujbacre, on a futurc day, preached cn believer’s
baptifm. The confequence was, that many of the Indepen-
dents were foon after baptized. This was in 16g2. This
aftair fo alarmed the Pzdobaptills, that they applied to M.
Samuel Fones, of Glamorganfbire, to defend tie fubjedt; but he
declining it, his former pupil Mr. fames Owen, then at
Ofaweftry, Siropfbire, undertook it. In 1693, his book came
out, entitled, Infunt Baptifin from Heawen, printel in the
language of the country. TThis, it is thougit, was the firft
traét on infant bapti{m that appeared in Belib. It was allo
turned into Exglifs. Mr. B. Kezch publithed an anfier to it,
which was tranflated into Welfb, and alio Nsrcorss Book on the
fubjett ; fo that the Buptifts loft no ground.

1694 and 1695. Here it may bz odferved, that, hitherto
the friends in the Principality had met to worlhip in private
houfes, and fhifted as they could. In 1695, a very conve-
nient meeting-houle was built at Llanwenarth. The land
was given by Dr. Price, in a leafe of two hundred years; at
lie expiration of which, it was to return to the right heir.
This was the firft place erefted by our denominition in the
Principality. About this tiime died the venerable Thomas
Wathkins of Olchon, who had ferved the church with great re-
putation for about fifty years, and left a very honourable
charatter behind him.

1696. At the general meeting at Briffo/ this year, there
was a Query from Wales which ran thus:

“ Whether it be lawful for an orderly gofpel church to
divide by general confent, into two, or more churches, for
the fake of edification, when the members live far afunder,

and
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and ave perhaps nuinerous?”  The anfiver was in the aflirma-
tive, thus:

« That which is adapted to promote the glory of God,
and the good of fouls, thould be done, PAil. 1v. 8. And it
ts cvident that thefe things are fo; as church members hereby
better anfwer the cnd of communion, and kecp the order and
the diicipline of Ch:ilt more to his praife, their mutua] edi-
fication, and the fpreading of the Gofpel. But care thounld
be taken to have minifters in each part, and each part thould
be fulficient to keep up church order.”

In this cafe, the aflembly gave thefe diretions.

1. To write down the names of the members of the whole
church, and the part to which each chufe to join.

2. To keep a day of public falling in each part, where
there thall be a minifter, or where minifters and people are
called and gathered together. Then to inake their confent
public, with fupplications to God for his prefence and blef-
fing. Then to give inftru&tions and exhortations to the par-
tics fuitable to the occafion, that they may behave as the
church of Chrift. This thould be done, in one part, by the
elder of the other part, or rather by one belonging to another
church.

This year the Blaemaux church was conftituted, probably
according to the above advice and diretion. Their firft
Vaftor was Mr. 4bel Morgan, of whom more hereafter.
They had been a branch of Llanwenarth about thirty-five

ears.

Y We fuppofe it was this year likewife, that Glandwr church
was formed, according to the fame -advice and direttion,
Tlis had .been many years a diftant branch of the Pembroke-
fbire church, and wrongly called Llanydwr. The elders of
this new church were 4 bomas David Rees and Fames Fames,
who both lived among them. There were now eight churches
in #ales, and Raduorfbire made the ninth. ‘

1697. ‘This year died the great and worthy Dr. C. Price,
who had, for about fifty years, laid out hlmfelf. zealoufly
and honourably in the caufe of Chrift, and _his afH}é‘tcd peo-
ple. Through the long perfecution he readily relieved the
diftrefled, aud eafed many in their firaits, not only of. his own
dencmination, but other perfecuted and cpprefied Diffenters.

1698. Our brethren from Wales ftill continued to attend
the Weflern annual meeting, which was this year at Taunton;
but by reafon of their diftance from the different parts of -
Somerjet and Devon, where it was fometimes kept, the
expenfe of travelling, and many other inconveniences, they
earneftly withed to have ap Affociation among themfelves:
nor coes it appear that they much attended the aflociations
appeinted in 1690 and 1691. ]

169, This year a new church was conftituted at Trofgoed

(now Maes-y-berllan) four or five miles north caft from Bre:/;-
7Uc. ‘2
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nack. 'The conflituents were fome from Llanwenarth and
Liangors, and fome who had been in communion with Inde-
pendents, &c. Their Erlt Pator, Mr. Richard VWilliams, from
Pembrokefpire, was named above *. Olehon not having been
fettled with a paftor fince the death of Mr. 7' W. the new
and old church defired Mr. R, Williams to take the paftoral
care of both. He complied, and the two churchcs, and alio
Llanigon included, united during his life, A very large and
laborious charge, but iie attended it cheerfully, and filled his
affice with great fatisfaction.

This alfo was the laft year the friends {rom the Principality
travelled over the water, The weftern meeting was at Taunton
again this year. The Blaenau records contain the breviates of
thofe meetings at Briffol, &c. to 1699 ; and then add, ¢ Now
« follow the affairs of the WeLsH assocraTion.” The
Meflengers from Wales had attended in Londen four years,
and at Bfijiol and Taunton feven years ; eleven in all.

1700. The Aflociation was at Llunwenarth, on the fixth of
the third month May. Our denomination then began the
year on the {irft of March. Here were tairteen Queries pro-
pofed and aniwered judicioufly and fcripturally ; but moft of
them refpetted church difcipline. About this time died thefe
three worthies;

1. Mr. William Jones, the father of the weflern churches

in Wales: he fuffered much, and was imprifoned at Carmar-
then and Hawerfordweft, yet was 1n great repute among the
gentlemen ‘of toth counties. He laboured, but not in vain
in the Lord, as will uppear in thefe papers.
" 2. Mr. Thomas David Recs, he lived in Cardiganfoire, and
had very confiderable property ; he was eminent ior his hoi-
pitality 5 .a great fhelter in the Glandwr part of tiie church;
and his inemory-was long precious.

3. The venerable Mr. Henry Gregory, in Radnorjbire. He
likewife had honourably weathered through all the perfecu-
tion from the Reftoration to the Revolurion. He kepra fimall
farm to fupport his family. He was fined, and lis cutde't.xkcn
away, but he lived and died in great repuie.

About 1700, Mr. Morgan Grifers, named before, became
Paftor of the church at Craig-yr-udit, which had been witiiout
a Paftor for about twenty-iive years. They were ferved month-
ly by Mefrs. Lewis Tocmas, and Robert Mergan, alternately;
and other gifted brethren {upplied the reflt of the time.

1701, The meeting was again at Llanwerarth. 'The ac-
count of the bufinefs of the meceting is thus introduced:
¢ Queries propofed and refolved at a general. meeting of the
« minifters, elders, and meflengers of the feveral churches,
« under believers baptifm, and laying on of hands, at Lian-

* See page, 25.
querarth
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< avenarth, the ninth and tenth days of the fourth month call-
“ ed Fuze 1701.7

The Queries are twenty-four in number, all upon difcipline,
feverzl of them pleafing; a few fuited to thofe times; and
fome referred to the difcretion of the refpe&tive churches. It
is probable all the churches had copies of the Queries and
Anfwers. inftead of a Circular Letter. It doesnot appear that -
fermons were yet introduced at the aflociations in Zngland
or Wales. 'The time was fpent in prayer, and confultation,
how to promote the intereft of the churches. 'The anfwers to
the Queries here were figned by Lewis Thomas, William
Prichard, Fobn Yentins, Robert Morgan, Richard Williams, and
Abel Morgan, All worthy names. Prohably more minifters-
attended, thoagh thefe only figned. . The next meeting ap-
pointed to be at Swanfea, on Tuefday in the Whitfun-week
1702.

In this year, 1701, a decent agreeable meeting-houfe was.
built for the Pembrokefbire church. Upon a ftone on the in-
fide of the building, a el infcription was fet; in Englifh
thus: < This houfe was ereted at the charge of Fobn Evans
““ of Llwyndwr, in the year 1701, for the ufe-of- the people
¢ who hold the fix principles in Heb. vi. 1,:2." Mvr. Foba
Ewans was a gentleman of eftate, and confiderable property ;-
remarkably generous and hofpitable. The meeting-houfe
was called Rhydwilim, by which name we fhall now call the
church. This was the fzcond Baptifts meeting-houfe in Wales.

This year was alfo remarkable for the emigration of fix-
teen members, with their families and friends, from the
charches at Glandwr and Rbydavilim to Pennfjlvania. One of
the fixteen was Mr. Thomas Griffiths, a minifter named above.
Myr. Morgan Edwards, in his Materials, calls this, ““a church
emigrant.” This company found out good Myr. §. Fones, and
company, who had failed near twenty years before, and were
fettled at Pemnepeck, now Loaver Dublin. From thence Mr,
Thamas Grifiths and company removed, and having formed
themfelves into a regular church, they fettled at a place
which they cailed Welp Tra. Two more of the fixteen
turned out fucceflive Paftors of that church. 'This was the
Jfecond Baptilt church in Pennfjlvania. ) ]

1702. A letter from one’ of the churches to this aflocia-
tion exprefles their joy, that the general meeting m_H_/a/e:
was again revived znd raifed from the grave of oblivion ;
and mentions the ufefulnefs of fuch meetings,- &c.

The Circular Letter this year begins thus: ¢ The Elders,
¢« Minifters, and Meflengers, met in aflociation at Swanfea
¢ the 26th and 27th og the: third month, 1702. To the
¢ {everal churches to whom we rvelate, viz. Llanwenarth,
< Alerylryth, Olchon, Radnor, Felindre, Newbhoufe, Llanon,
¢ and the brethren in the Moor,—greeting.” u

era
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Here the names are different from thnfe which are given
above ; but the whole may be ealily reconciled thus : Swanfea
is not named in the addrefs ; Llunon and the Moor were two
diftant branches of §wanfea. Thefe formed two churches
many years after, as will appear below. Aberyftryth is the
name of the parith where the Bleanau church met.  Felindre
is the name of another place, where Glandwr church met.
The Neawboufe was Rhydwilin. Radnorfhire, now joined the
affociation. So here were properly but feven churches. Llan-
trifaint and Craig-yr-allt, are not mentioned among them. Pof-
fibly it was an omiffion ; or, perhaps, they fent no Mcllengers
this year. The Letter thanks the focieties for fending their
Meflengers; mentions peace in the churches, the judgments
of God abroad, the wars in Germany, &c. A day of [vlemn
fafting was appointed. The next affociation to be at Llunave-
narth, on Tuefday and Wednefday in the Whitfun-week : the
firtt day to be fpent in fatting and prayer, and a fermon on
that day ; the fecond day to anfwer queries, &c. There were
about zo queries dilcufled at Swanfea, all upon difcipline. We
have no names figning here.

1703. At Llanwenarth, the 18th of May, feveral queries
were propofed, and anfwers given ; and it was agreed, that
no perfons except Mellengers only fhould attend conful-
tations and debates, Indeed, the primitive defign of aflociating
was private confultation.

It was obferved, that, laft year, a fermon was appointed to
be preached this year, but we have no account by whom,
and poflibly no perfou was named ; but, at Llanwenarth, the
next aflociation was appointed to be at S<wanfza, and Brother
Richard Williams to preach. The whole was figned by the
Minifters above named in 1701, and, very probably, they
figned in 1702, though we have no account of it.

1704. The affociation met.at Swanfea in the Whitfun-
week, 26th of May. There were fix or {even queries anfwered
here. 'This year’s letter is not more than twenty lines.

It fays, that ¢ the churches were moftly in peace and uary,
“ enjoying an addition to their number; that the Miniiters
¢ and Meflengers had a happy meeting, being all of one mind
¢ to. follow what maketh for the peace and intereft of the
¢¢ churches; and that they, as one man, defire the churches
¢ to follow what maketh for their own peace, and not to let
¢ in fuch controverfial and difputable matters as may dilturb
¢ their felicity.”

It is figned by Robert Morgan, Fehn Fenkins, Fobn Grif-
Siths, Fofbua Fumes, Richard Williams, Abel Morgan, Morgan
Grifiths, Morgan Fones, Thomas Price, William Phillips, 1 a-
than Dawis, and Caleb Fovans. There are nine more, {everal
of them in the miniltry, and fome Meffengers. Here they
defire every church to take care to keep up in pratice the fix
principles mentioned in Hebrsws vi. 1, 2. T

e
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The heroic and very venervable Leaiis Thomas did not i
nt this meeting. At hts own place, in former years, his name
was always the ficlt; buty in the Mareh preceding this meett
ing, he wont to veft.  He was the fucceflor of the jultly ccle-
hrated ‘Fohn Mples who fled from perfecution to America,
where he met with many trying exercifes, but ferved the caufe
of Chrift and his people very honourably. Mr. Leavis Thomas
fucceeded at flflun, Sewanfea, &c. and ftood his ground, wad
meck as a lamb, laborious as the ox, and bold as a lion. He
not only ferved his own church through the perfecution, but
vifited, comforted, and animated the other churches far and
near.  Aged people, about 40 vears ago, {pake very cordially
in his praife.  An clegy upon his death notes that many fouls
had been converted under his minutry; that, though he was
plundered and imprifaned, he would not forfake his profeffion,
and fin againt God. His aged collcague, Mr. R. Morgan,
was now fecble, fo the proper fucceflfor to Mr. L. Thomas was
Mr. Morgan Fonesy his grandfon, of the fdme name, lives
now at Hammerfmith, near London. :

At the above meeting, it was defired, that the churches
would take care to {end one or two of the moft fit and judi-
cious brethren to the aflociation as Meflengers; and one or
two of the moft likely young brethren, that they alfo might
learn for futurity.

They appointed the next meeting to bé at Llanwenarth, and
Brother Philip Fames to preach the aflociation fermon. This
centleman was a native of the parith where Mr. Robert Morgan
Tived, and was educated for the eftablilhment ; but his embrac-
ing religion among the perfecuted Raptifts, procured him the
frowns of his wealthy parents, fo that he could not live com-
fortably in that country. He was pattor of the Baptift church
at Warawick for a number of years, and from thence removed
to the church at Hampflead, Herts, of which he was paitor
many vears. He had fuch knowledge and fkill in _phyfic that
lis common title was Dr. Fames. He died there in 1748, far
advanced in years. The late worthy Rev, Mr. Samuel Fames, of
fFitekin, In the fame county, was his fon. .

This year, another  branch of Rbhydwilim church, which
met at Kileam, and Kilvowyr; formed into a churchy and, for
their paftor, they chofe Mr. Samuel Fones, who was one of
their number, and had long laboured among them with great
acceptance. This made the zenth church: .

1;05. The aflociation met at Llanwenarth, May 29. Here
nine churches are named in tolerable order. The new church
at Kileam is called Whitckurch, the name of the parith; and
Glondwr is called Velindre, the place, perhaps; 'wherc thc-y
then moftly met.  Trofgoed is not named, but included in
Olihom, 2s they had but one paftor. Llantrifaint was declining,
and it feems fent no Mefferrger. The Letter this year was not

much, if any, more than Lalf as long as laft year. Here thr_ce
queries



fueries upon difcipline are judicioufly anfwered, Thirteen
perlons figned; William Prichard the firk. They had all
figned the laft time but he and Thomas Parry. Here it is faid ;
“ Let every church take care to provide money according to
¢ their ability, to bear the expenfes of their Miniiters and
¢ Meflengers to and from the affociation, and likewifc to con-
¢ tribute, if there be occafion, to other neceffities.”’

Next affociation to be at Swanfea, to begin Tuefday in the
Whitlun-week, Brother Abel Morgan to preach, or, otherwile,
Brother Morgan Griffiths. ‘This is the firll time we notice any
ane named in cale of failure.

About this time two worthy men died, who ought to be
had in everlafting remembrance, efpecially among our eno-
mination.

aft. Mr. Grifpth Howell, who is fuppofed to have been the
firlt baptized by Mr. W. Fones in Pembrokefbire. He was a
gentleman of property, and lived at Rufbacre, his own eftate.
His houfe was the firft and chief place of worfhip among our
friends for many years. He alfo was in the miniftry; a remark-
ably hofpitable man; generous in various ways. He wore well
through all the perfecution, and, after it, travelled far and
near.

2d. Mr. Fohn Evans, of Llwyndwr, near Ynys-vach. He
was defigned for the miniftry in the eftablifhment, and fent to
grammar {chool with that view : but, when fit for Oxford, n.
ttead of going to the Univerfity, he joined the Baptifls, aund
was baptized in 1673, when B/r. Grifith Howell was in prifon
for religion, according to the information of his worthy and
aged daughter. .

Thefe three, G. Howell, ¥. Evans, and Thomas Dawid
were pillars to bear up this poor church in troublefome times‘:
one lived near Glandwr, the other near Znys-vach, and the
third at Rufbacre. Mrs. Griffiths, late of Glanrbyd, was
Mr. 7. Evans's daunghter, and furnifhed out many p;rti’cular:
refpeting her father. She was a worthy member at R/
ailim for many years. Shedied in 1776, 2ged 86. J

'y years. Her {on
E. Griffiths, Efg. is in the commiffion of the peace, a centle.
man of reputation, a judicious, active magiitrate, attt‘%ds at

. meeting, 1s very ufeful to the church, friendlv, hofpitable, and
ready to affift. ) ’
1706.  Swanfea, Whitfun-week. The Meflengers met ac.
cording to appointment, but underftood that ther: was a prefs-
gang 1n the town, and, at that time, they were very eager
to prefs young men, efpecially from among the Baptits. The
minifters conjulted and agreed, that it would be prudent :c:
drop the public meeting, and difappoint holtile de;, nsL ;
fo they did, and went all home. But they appointedgthé
next meeting to be at Llanwenarth, and Ly, Morgan Grij-
Jfiths to preach. This affair is recorded in the Blacnay Book
und then it is there added, That but few thiags happened at

the
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the aflociation worthy to be rccorded from that time te
1711,

1767, At Llanavenarth, fourth of the fourth month. Three
queries were anfwered. The letter = fhort, as before. It
obferves, that the churches were in peace, fome much en-
larged.  The next mcering to be at “"Rhydwoilling in the
Whfun-accel, Brother Nathan Dawis, or Brother Calch Evans
to preach.

No namcs to our copy of this year. A faft to be kept in
every church before the next affociation, .

Mr. Morgen Edwards's materials, page 22, fay, that
Mr. Owen Thomas was a native of Kilmaenliayd parifh, went
to Admerica this yeav, 1707, and in 1740 became paltor of
the church at /#c//h Trac?, mentioned above. Mr. Thomas
Grifiths was the firt paftor there, as already obferved. He
was fucceeded by Eliba Thomas, who is fuppofed to have
been a fon of the very ufeful Thomas David Rees. The next
fuccefor there was Mr. Enoch Morgan, a younger brother to
My, Abel Morgan, mentioned above. The former had a
fon named ##e/, after the uncle. But nephew and fon out-
fhone the uncle and father in America, for many years. My,
Abel Morgan, jun. is lately dead, but though dead, he will fpeak
in that country for a long time to come. Kilmaenllwyd is
not far from Rbyd=wilia; many of the members hate lived in
that parith 5 wheiher Mi. Owen Thomas was a fon of any of
them may now be uncertain.  But it is remarkable, that three
of the paftors of that church fhould fail on the fame bottom;
then fucceed each other, and that the next fucceflor thould be
from Kilmacnilzypd. And [ll, that the next paftor allo of

*that charch fhouid be from the fame country. He ferved with
great repute to his death in 176g.

1708. Riydwilim, 25 May. 'This is the firit aflociation
wweft of Carmarthen. Hitherto we fee, it had been kept in
the coff, alternately at Llaricenarth and Swanfea ; and ‘it is
fuppofed that afiairs belonging to it were debated chiefly in
Euglih, as the writings refative to it are fo. But after this
year, their tronfadiions were in Welfb ; thoagh fome of the
charches continued to write their letters in Exglib. Hence-
forward the aflociation met at difierent places. The letter of
this year is longer than two or three former ones. It com:
Plains of lukewarmnefs, want of iove and zeal. 'There had
b:en confultations for fome ye:rs at the aflociations, about
afiling poor members: they did not approve of their going
from one church to znother, bat thought it be(l for the churches
to muke colletions among themfzlves, that particularly diftreii-
¢d cafes might be relieved. This year, thanks were returned
to the churches for their readinefs to contribute, Three
members, in each church, werc appointed to take care of
thofe coileétions and diftribaticns.  T'he next aflociation to
be at Trgzoed, Lrother [Jobu Yenkins to preach, or Brother

ey Samuel
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Samuel Fones. Mr. Nathaniel Fenkins was among thofe wio
figned this year. He was a promifing young man. Mr. Mor-
gan Edwards, in a letter, dated sth of November 1784, at
Newark, Pennfplvania, fays, ¢ That Mr. Nathaniel Jenkins wis
a native of Cardiganfhire, born 25th of March 1678, came to
America an ordained minifter in 1710, fettled paltor of a new
church at Cape-may, Ferfey, in 1712, where he continued to
1730, then removed to Cobanfy, where he continued to his
deathin 1754.” During the 44 years he lived in that country,
be acquitted himfelf witﬁ no fmall honour, While in his native
country, he was in great repute. Aged paople have been heard ®
to fpeak of him very refpeétfully. It feems he was originally
a member of the Glandwr church,

1709. - Trofgoed +, Whitfun-week. Of this meeting we have
not been able to find any account; nor do we yet know where
the next was. About this time were removed three other wor-
thies, in fome refpefts, though not in all, of more worth than
the three mentioned in 1705, Meflrs. Thomas Ruarrel, Ro-
bert Morgan and Thomas Parry. We have faid, that the
former was paftor at Shreawfbury, in the time of the Common-
“wealth, about 1653, and he is named among the cjefted mini-
flers aboug 1660, before he fettled at Langwm. He wore well
to old age.

Mr. Robert Morgar figned at the three General Meetings in
1653 and 54, as 2 meflenger from Carmarthen. It is not cer-
tain whether he was then in the minifiry. When the Carmartben
church broke up in the troublefome times, he, with others;
very probably, joined Ilfon church, and was a colleague with
Mr. Lewis Thomas, ferving that church and Craig-yr-allt, as
obferved before. He kept a fchool great part of his days, and
reared a large family through the many hardthips of thofe times.
He had a {fon whofe name was Jobs, a very promifing young
man for the miniftry, of confiderable literature. He was chofen
by the church at Warawick; and accepted the invitation. He
took leave of his friends cheerfully, but died in about a week,.
and was buried in the meeting-houfe in Warawict, with this in-
fcription on his ftone; ¢ To the memory of Mr. Fobn Moergan,
of Landils, in Glamorganfbire, Minifter of the Gofpel. He de-
parted this life the 12th of May 1703, in the 24th jyear of his
age.

l Siff’ advena Mors tibi etiam propinqua ¢’

He was the immediate predeceffor of Dr. Fames, above nam-
ed, who probably compofed the infcription; they were both of
the fame parifh. It is rather extraordinary, that Mr. Reece,
the prefent pattor at Warwick, fhould be a native of the fame
parith. It is conjeftured that Mr. Robert Morgan’s eldeft fon,

* By the Author of this Hiftory. ‘
4+ The Rev. Author of this Hiftory was a member of the church at
Trolgeed eight years. EpitTor. ¢
[
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of,is own name, was the firft fchoolmafter of the charity-
1fool, fet up by the Diflenters on Horfley-Doswn, Soutbawark,
I ondon s being then a member, and an occafional teacher in
M. Srivron’s church, afterwards Dr. Gill's, now Mr. Rippon's.
He bchaved wecll 1n that place «ill his death in 1723, Mr. R,
Morgan, fen. it fcems, was not a popular preacher, but an intel-
ligent man. He correfponded with Mr. Keach ; oneor two of
his Ictters are vet in being. -

Mr. Thomas Parry figned at the meeting in Abergavenny, in
16533 he became ferious about 1646 ; he was a plain country
man, occupied & little farm, and fometimes followed a trade;
weat not much from home, kept the meeting at his own houfe,
was truly ufcful, and bore a very good chara&er. Some of his
great grandchildren, and their children, are now members
among the baptiits in Londer, one at Lesmiyfler, and others in
Wales. .

1710. We have not found where the aflociation was held this
year. An article or two may be.inferted here.

1. From the beginning to this time Craig-yr-allt church met
to worfhip at different friends houfes, as it fuited; but the
paftor Mr. M. Griffurks oblerved, that when the Lord’s fupper was
2dminiftered, nonc but thz members would ftop te fee it.  This
vear they erefted a very good and decent mceting-hoafe. It is
1r the parith of Kelligar, and cilled Cefn-Hengoed, pronounced
Kewen Hengoed, but, for brevity, commonly called Fengoed ;
and fo we {hall eall 1t. A few years before this, Mr. David
Rees was raifed up ia this ehurch, and became a worthy’ gofpcl
minifter. At length he was chofen paftor of the baptift church
at Iimechoufe, Loadom. He difcharged the duties of his ftation
with great repute, about forty ycars. He died in 1748. His
fuaneral fermon was preached by the late Dr. Fofeph Stennett, who
had been long intimate with him. The fermon is printed, and
contains a good character of the deceafed. In 1t, the Dottor,
fpeaking of his ordimation, favs, ‘ The public work of that
day fell chiefly on my hbnored Father, and the late Rev. Mr 7.
Piggotr.” .

2. Emigration. Mr. Morgan Edwards’s Materials namc three
who arrived in America in 1710, Meflts. Fenkin Fones, Benja-
min Griffiths, and David Dawis. Though neither ‘of them ap-
peats to have beena church meniber then, yet the three becamz
minifters of no fmall repute in Aumerica, asiswell known there.
The former went from Pembrotefire, and was the firft palter of
the baptift church at * Philadeptia. He died in 1761. The fecond
was a half brother to Meflrs. 4bel and Enoch Msrgan, by the
fame mother. He became intimate and connelted with feveral
baptilts from the borders of the counties of Radnor and Mont,
gomery, in Wales, according to which names they called parts of

* See a pleafing account of him in Edwards’s Materialy towardsa
Liftory of the Bapt:is in Penafylvania, p. 41---46. .
their
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their new plantations. He was the firft paftor of the church at
Montgomery, in Pennfylvania. He had a colleague from Radnar-
Shire, Mr, Fofeph Eaton. Mr. Benjamin Griffiths was a long while
paftor of that church, even to his death in 1768, aged 83. His
fon Abel is in the minittry now in that country, or was latcly.
Mr. Edwards’s Materials inform us, that for the original of this
church, ¢ we muft look back to 1710, when Folr Evars and
wife, niemhers of a baptift church in #ales, whereof Yares
James was paftor; and next year Fsbn Fames and wife, mem-
bets at Rbydawvilim, arrived,” &e. Very likely M. B. Grifiths
went over with Mr. Jobn Evans, being ncighbours in their
native country ~———DMr, D. Dawss was the fifth pattor at ¥/
Trac?, as hinted above, and died in 1769. Thefe three wor-
thies emigrated the fame year, protably in the fame veflel.

1711, The affociation was this year, it is fuppofed, at Hon-
geed, as they had now a convenient meeting-houfe, which they
had not before. We have no account of the tranfatlions here but
what is hinted in the Blaerau book in 1706, recited above, that
nothing material occurred in thofe meetings till 1711, this year
perhaps included.

We have two emigrations this year. 1. Mr. 4l Morgan,
the belaved p:lﬁor at Rlaenau, in Mowmouthfbire. His brother
Enoch, and many of his acquaintance, were gone ten years
before. He alfo was a native of Cardigar/bire, and other friends
had failed the preceding year, as juft now obferved. A parti-
cular account is preferved of the very affeltionate manner in
which he parted-from his friends, and of the rough weather,
and great trials he had on the fea: his wife and child, a fon,
died in the vovage: hec was twenty-two weeks from the time le
went aboard to the time he landed. He fent back an affeéiion-
ate moving letter, in Welfh, to his friends, giving a mourntul,
vet thankful detail of his voyage, and added, that e wasfocn
to be at the ordination and fettling of his dear brother N. Jea-
kins, with the new church in the Ferev. He foon took the
leading care of the church at Peinepec and Philadelphia, thovgh
Mr. Semiel Fones was there, and had been above twenry vears.
They bath lived in harmony, and died the fame year; the latter
in February 1722, 2nd the forimer in December enfuing.

2. Mr. Hugh Davis. Mr. Edwards’s Materials fay that he
was a native of Cardiganbire, baptized and ordained at R'yi-
avilim, and arrived in America the 26th of April 1711, In the
Swvanfiy records is the following account, which, very proba-
bly, Mr. Edwards had not feen. As there were fo many emi-
grations from the Principality to Awerica, potlibly the Reader
may not be difpleafed with a copy of a recommendatory letter,

t:ken from the Swanfea church book.

C 2 Seuth
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South Wales in Great Britain,
The church of Jefus Chrift meeting at Swanta in Glamorgans
pire, owning believers baptifm, laving on of hands, the
do@rine of perfonal election, and final perfeverance:

To any church of Jefus Chrift, in the province of Pennflvania,
in America, of the fame faith and order, whom this may con.
cern.——Sendeth chriftian falutation: grace, mercy, and
peace be multiplied unto you, froin God the Father, through
out Lord Jefus Chrift. Amen.

Dearly beloved brethren in our Lord Jefus Chritt,

Whereas our dearly beloved brethren and fifters, by name,
Hugh Dawid (an ordained minifier), and his awife Margaret,
Anthony Martthew, Simen Matthew, Morgan Thomas, Samues
Hugh, Simon Butler, Arthur Melckior, and Hannab his wife, de-
ﬁg}n, by God’s permiffion, to come with Brother Sorency to the
atorefaid provinge of Pennfylvania ; this is to teftify unto you, that
all the abovementioned are in full communion with us, and we
commit all of them, to your chriftian care, befeeching you there-
fore to receive them in the Lord, watching over them, and per-
forming all chriftian duties towards them as becometh faints
to their fellow members. So we commit you, and them, to the
Lord, and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you
dpd them up on the moft holy faith. :

That the peace of God may fanétify you whally, and that
your and their fpirits, fouls, and bodies, may be preferved
blamelefs unto the coming of our Lord Jefus Chriff, fhall be the
earneft prayer of

Your brethren in the faith and

Dated the 3d of the 7th Fellowfhip of the gofpel,
month 1710; figned at Morgan Fones,
our meeting by a part Fobn Dawvid;
for the vhole. William Mattheavs,

_ ) and 11 more,
Thefe nine, itis probable, were ftom fome parts of Swanfea
<hurch, except the minifter and his wife, who alfo wete now in
full communion with them, having been difmiffed from Rhydawilim.
Of Mr. Simom Butler much might be faid; fuffice it here to
cbferve, that he turned out a great and worthy man ;" his com-
mon title, leng before he died, was Efguive Butler. He died
in 1764, aged 77. Hannah Melchior was a daughtet of Mr.
Robert Morgan abovementioned.
The Materials {o ofien referred to, inform us, that the church
- of Great Valley, in Pennfylvania, origmated from feveral perfons,
with their families, that arrived from #ales in 1701 and 1703,
of which one was Fames Davis, a member from Rbydavilim, and
another was Richard Myles, who had been a hearer of Mr. Henry
Gregorfi in Radnorfbire, but who was baptized in America. By
the religiops induftry of thefe two famiﬁes, who obtained mi-
nifters to preach at their boufes, fome were baptized. The lo;_
0
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of Mr. Hugh Dawvis (called Dawvid in the above letter), and fome
others, happened to fall near them, which increafed their num-
ber to fixteen. They formed themlfelves into a church in
1711, and chofe Mr. Hugh Davis their paftor. He ferved
them till he died in 1753. This was the third Baptift church
fn Pennfylvania.

1712, Llanawenarth, June, We have not the letter of this
year, nor any information who preached. But this query was

ropofed, Whether there were to be ruling elders in the church ?

he anfwer was given in the afirmative. The Materials in-
form us, that Mr. W. Thomas, born in Llanwenarth, arrived in
America 14th of February 1712; was many years an afliftant in
the miniftry to Mr. B. Griffiths, at Montgomery, died in 1757,
and that his fon, Mr. Fobn Thomas, was his affiftant and fucceeded
in thé paftoral care of thatchurch. Mr. William Thomas was a
member at Blaenau, lived at a place called Rbafau, where a
branch of the church met. It is thought, that he emigrated
along with the paftor, though the Materials mention a year to a
day between their arrivals. Mr. 4bel Mergan went aboard the
veflel at Briffol, on Sept. 11, and'was twenty-two weeks before he
quitted the fhip; fo he arrived in Feb. 1711-12, according to
the way of dating before the ftyle was altered in 1752, Mr.
A. Morgan might date, in the way of the laft century, when the

éar ended with February. The letter, giving an account of
the voyage, is dated April 1712. In it he defires the Blaenau
shurch to take care of the meeting at Rbafax. :
s 1713. Rbydayilim, 26th and 277th of May. The Circular
Letter fills two pages folio, clafely written, It is a folid,
-{enfible epiftle. Itlaments declining religion in fome places;
the removal, by death, of o many of the moft eminent ones in
¢ .grace and holinefs;”” and the numbers gone to America. Na
account who preached. The methad then was only to name who
was appointed for the following year. Nextaflociation to be at
Sawanfea, in the Whitfun-week, Brother Nathan Davisto preach.
A day of fatting and prayer to be obferved the firft of July, and
another to be in the wegk befare the next affogiation, The lead-
ing minifters now were Meflrs. 7obn 72?1&1'11:, Rickard Williams,
Nathan Dawis and Margan Griffiths: others who figned: here,
were Caleb Evans, Fobn Harris, Timothy Lewis, Samuel Fones,
Thomas Matthias and Fames Willtams.

Mr. Edwardy ohferves, thatin 1713, Mr. Fobn Dazis, from
Pembrokefbire, arrived in dmerica ; was called to the miniftry
in 1722, and ordained in 1732 ; took part of the miniftry with
H. Dawvis at Great Valley, {ucceeded him there, and was alive
in 1770, when the Materials were printed. e died in 1778,
His funeral fermon was preached by Mr, (naw Dr.) §. Fozes of
Lower Dublin, Pennflvania. The famous Mr. Exoch Francis
had now been a few years in the miniftry ; he beganat 19, and
was a very promifing acceptable young man. Scveral of his
yery dear frignds, who had lagly crofled the Atlantic, wwui w0

> 3 B
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him. and warmly invited him to follow them ; but he fluck clofe
10 his native country, and was eminently ufeful in it.

1714 Swanfza, Whitfun-week. For want of the letter of
this vear, ali we know is, that two %eries were anfwered here.
It was now a very gloomy time in Fngland ; the Pretender was
hke to come in, and - Nonconformifls wercin great danger of.
another perfecution ; bit on the 11t of Augult, enfuing this
affociation, :eer .fnze dicd, and was fuccceded by George the
Firft. This remarkable providence difpelled the gloom, and
public thank(givings, manyv vears, were annually given by the
Baprifts in Wales for the deliverance of the 1t of Auguft 1714.

1715.  The Blie au records fay, that in 1715 no query was-
propofed.  The affociation this year was at Heagoes ; but not
having the letter, we cannot fav who preached. 'T'kis year the
mesting-houle at Blaenau was built.  Mr. Abel Mergan was fuc-
ceeded there by Mr. William Philips and Mix. Fobn Harris, both
of whom were raifed up in that church; the former was the
fenior man, but the latter the moft able minifter; he was very
attive at home and in affifting neighbouring churches. He col-
lefted the early account of the affociatigns before and after
1700. - . .
=16. Llaravenarth, May 2ad and 23d. ‘The letter of this
year contains this paragraph, ¢ We befeech you, that you con-
tinue and perfevere in ti-e way of truth, and never forget the late
miraculous deliverance w hich the Lord wrought for us in this
nzticn; when our-enemies thought to make a prey of us, then
did the Lord wonderfally deliver.”” This refers to the Re-
Leilior in 17135, when feveral meeting-houfes were pulled down
in England, and two at H'rexham. 'The death of the Queen,
or the 1ft of Auguft 1714, wasconfidered as the beginning of the
deliverance ; therefore, at the clofe of the letter, they fay,
“ We defire that yeu obferve the 1ft of Auguft, and the firft
Wedrefday of every month throughout the year, in remem-
Lerance of our late deliverance.”” ‘T'wo queries were anfwered.
Wext affociation to be at Blaenau, in the Whitfun-week. Bro-
ther Fokn Fenkins to preach ;-in cafc of failure, Brother Nathan:
Dais. . .

1717.  Blaenan, June 1z. The letter of this year is not
Iong, but takes affetionate notice of the late deliverance, and
the new favourable King; remirds the churches to obfer\{e .thc
1ft of Auguft, and the Wednefday as before. Noxe affociation
10 be at Llanelli, Brother Mirgan Griffiths to preich, in cafe of
failure, Brother §obn Harris. The letter was figned by Natkan
Dawis, Richard Williams, Morgan Griffiths, Fobn Harris, Somuel
Jones, Timothy Lewis, David Fames, Enoch Francis, and 7 homas
David. .

Rudnorfrire and Llanafan have been mentioned before more
than ouce; thcy had now been long the fame chqrch, but had
two minifters. lcrmerly Mr. Thomas Evars was in Breckneck-
fire, and the meeting was kept at his houfe, called Pentre. ‘Hls

on,
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fon, Mr. Caleb Ewans, fucceeded in the Pentre part in Breckiior-
Sbire. In Raduorthire, formerly Mr. Henry Gregory was minilter,
but now Mr. Nathan Dawvis; their meeting place was called
Cawm, commonly written in Englith Cooméb. I hey had another
meeting place in Montgemeryfbire, called Garth, all one chrrth.
This year a mere trifle raifed a fad contention among them,
{o that the Peutre part {eparated and adminiftered ordinances
among themfelves, This affair was laid Lefore the affociation,
and grieved them much ; they were forry the Pentre part had
gone fo far; they confidered the fubje@, difapproved the
feparation, gave their fentiments, and defired all the churches
1o keep the z5th of the fame month to falt and pray on account
of that church, that peace mi'ght be reftored, and fatan rebuked,
&c. - This letter was figned by Rickard Williams, Piilip Fores,
Morgan Griffiths, Jobu Harris, Morgan Fones, David Fame:,
Samuel Fones, Fames Williams, and Nicholas Edwwards,

January preceding this aflociation, died the excellent Mr.
" Timoehy Chomas, of Perfbore, in Worceflerfbire, who had been a
noted preacher in the counties of Montgomery, Denbigt, and
Flint, before he removed to Pefbore in 1696, though he was
then only about twenty years of age.—A worthy man !

1718.  Llanclli, Whitfun-week. Llanelli was a branch of
Sawanfea church, but in Carmarthenfbive. This letter takes par-
ticular notice of the indulgence of providence in placing fach a
King upan the throne.

171g. Rbydwilim, Whitfunweek. The letter this vear con-
filted of warnings and cauations to the churghes. They were re-
mindel of the above-mentionel days of praver, and were ex-
horted to beware of fin, coatention, &e. The reconciliation
wis not yet made between Coomb and Pemiie. Queries were
anfwered. The next affociation to be at Trofzoed ; Brother Foln
-Jentins to preach, if he fails, Brother Fobn Harrés. Several
fizned this leteer.

On the 22d of February, preceding this meeting, the author
of this Hiftory was born. About this time his father, and
fome neighbours, were ftrongly inclined to go to America: Jay-
ing hold of the infant hand of his new-born child, he faid,
« This little hand, probably, will hereafter be ridding and
clearing tand in -Peunfplvania” But 1t was prevented, and
Providence faid, No.

1720. Trefioed, Whitfun-week. This letter notes, that, in
general, the ‘churches were in peace, and great additions were
made to fone. Direftion was given how to behave towards
young men beoinning to preach. particularly not to encourage
the bold and forward; nor to difcourage the low and difident
in their own eyes. About that time, there were two young
men, in different churches, of whom My, Daxid Rees’s father
faid, *“ The people cannot keep R. W. out of the pulpit, nor
put E. E. in.”  The former cauled great trouble, and turne! out
erroneous in do&trine, and profane in pradtice. 'Lhe other wore

Cs very
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verv well to old age, but never would be ordained ; yet was an
excellent affiftant in the miniftry during life and ftrength. Here
it was ordered that the circular letter fhould be read twice in
the year, and days of thank{giving were agreed upon, as be-
fore. 'The next aflociation to be at Coomb, Radnorfbire, in the
‘Whitfun-week, Brother Jobn Harris to preach, or Brother Enoch
Francis.  Signed by Fol'm fenkini, Fofbua Fames, Morgan
Grifiths, Jobn Harris, William Plilips, Thomas Price, Richard
Hilliams, and feven more, who probably were not minifters.

" Mr. Philip Fones died about this time. He was among thofe
who figned the refult of the confultation upon the affair at
Coomb and Fentre in 1717. He was an affiting minifter at Rbyd-
«wilim. From feveral circumftances it is conjetured, that his
brother removed to live in Gloucefler/bire, and was father to the
late venerable Mr. Philip Fones, palor of the church at Upten
upon Sewern; which he ferved with deferved repute about forty
years; and his fon, Mr. Edmund Fones, was a very refpetable
miniiter and paftor of the baptift church at Exon, Devon, where
he died 15th of April 1765, aged 43.

1721. Coomb, 3joth, and 31ft of May. This letter notes in
the general, the peace and profperity of the churches; and
mingles various complaints of negligence and lukewarmnefs, with
{uitable exhortations and motives. Two queries were anfwered
well. Days of thank(giving ftill continned. The next affocia-
tion to be at Hengocd, Brother Enoch Francis to preach, or
Brother William Meredith, who was a worthy helper at Llan-
avenarth for many years. Sigred by Fobn Harris, Enoch Francis,
Natbhan Dawis, William Dawis, M. Griffiths, David [fames,
Richard Williams, Morgan Fones, William Meredith, Timothy
Leavis, &c.

Though the letter fays nothing of the reftoration of peace
between Coomb and Pentre, yet this meeting promoted it, ‘a.nd
foon after it was brooght about. The terms of the reconcilia-
. tion are inferred in the Blaenax church book by Mr. Fobn Harris,
who was a valuable recorder. This year the Baptift Confeffion
of Faith, fet forth in London 1689, was publithed in #e/b. Some
churches had, before this, wrote Confeflions themfelves, but
agreeable to that form of found words. .

In 1723, Mr. JFofeph Price died, aged 6o. He was a natwe
of the Hay parith, in Brecknockfbire, and preached at Llanigon,
Pentre, &c. before 1689. He undertook the paftoral care at
Tewkfoury, in Glouceflerfbire, 1695, where l'fe was very accep-
table and ufeful, as well asin the neighbouring ch_urch‘es, till he
finithed his courfe. .

1722. Hengoed, 15th and 16th of May. Caufes of joy and
forrow are mentioned in this letter, and emphatical qb‘fcrvanons
made on the great deliverance by the acceflion of_ _Klng G?”’.Ef;
with a charge given to mind the days of thankfgiving. By this
Yetter, it appears, that contention had begun in a chu_rch not
named ; healing meafures were propofed. ch.t'-aﬂ'oglauonl:o
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be at Llanwenarth, Brother Dawid fames to preach, or Brother
Nathan Dawvis, This year the indefatigable Abel Morgan refted
from his Iabours in Pennfylvania, having ferved his generation
in that country near ten years. He had a particular hand in
raifing the church at Montgomery, in that province, with fpiri-
tual materials from the Ancient Britons. He helped to form
them into a church in 1719; and the very year he died, this
young church, very probably by his diretion, called to the
miniftry Meflrs. Benjamin Griffiths and Fofeph Eaton, both from
Wales, as noted above, and foon after they were Loth ordained,
as appears from Mr. M. Edwards’s materials. Mr. 4. Morgan
was but about 49 when he died. Montgomery was the fifth baptift
church in Pemuflvania, of which four originated from the
Principality.

The worthy affiftant to Dr. Price, about 1689, Mr. Nathanie!
Morgan, named above, died z1ft of November 1722, aged 71.
He lived the latter part of histime at U# Caftle, Monmouthibire.
Befides the prefent Dr. §. Srennets’s mother, he had feveral ami-
able daughters, married into religious and refpectable families in
England ; it is faid, onec to Mr. Roberts of Abingdon, another to
Mr. Noble of Bridgewater, &c.

1723. Llanwenarth, Whitfun-week. Theletter of this year
mentions additions to moft of the churches. Mr. Fobr Harris
was now tranflating into Wel/b, a book, intitled, ¢ New Hea-
vens and a new Earth;” and he was here encouraged to pro-
ceed. A query wasanfwered. Thank{giving days ftill recommend-
ed. IHint of the contention mentioned lalt year, but no church
named. The next affociation to be at Blaenau, Brother Nathan
Dawis to preach, in cafe of failure Brother Samuel Foncs,
Signed by Richard Williams, Fobn Fenkins, Fofbua Fames, Fobn
Harris, Morgan Griffiths, William Meredith, Fobin Evans, Roger
Walker, Philip Morgan, Fobn Philips, &c. Mr. Fohn Ewvans
was 2 brother and aflitant to Mr. Cal-b Evans, at Pentre; Mr.
Roger Walker, a fon-in-law and affiftant to Mr. N. Dawis at
Coomb; Mr. Philip Morgan, a young affitant at Trejgced, and
Mr. Yobn Philips, a young candidate at Rhydacilim,

1724 Blaenan, Whitfun-week. Many added to fome of the
churches. But this was a moft afflitive meeting ; the contention
mentioned the two preceding years was by this time grown to an
awful height, from a mere trifle, and it was in the fumous
and exellent church at Rlydwilim. They were now [(plit into
two parties, each adminiftering ordinances, receiving members,
&c. one party confiiling of about eighty members, and the other
of about one hundred and forty. Mr. Fobn Fenkins with one part,
and Mr. Dawid Fames with the other. The minifters here were
grieved much on account of it; Mr. Fobua Fames, the paftor at
Llanaenarth, did all he could to reconcile matters, and others
aflited, but all failed then. _

" In the letter, there are affeionate exhortations and motives
to love, peace, and felf-denial. The firt Wedne{day of en-ih
monisn,

-
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month, for half a year, was appointed for fafling and prayer, on
account of this diftrefling affair, Next affogiation to be at the
mew mecting-houfe near Llanelli, a branch of Swenjea church,
Brother Samuc! Fones to preach, or Brother William Meredith,
The churcheswererequelted to pray earneftly that the next meet.
ing might be more comfortable. The letter was figned by twenty
mimitters and meflengers. The aged and refpedtable Mr. Richard
H'élliams was not among them ; he died this year, perhaps before
the mceting. He had faithfully ferved Trofgoed, Olchon, and
Lianigon, for many years; he was a remarkable peace-meker.
They had a plenty of tro.ble after he was gone to reft.

1725, Llanrelli, 13th and 19th of May. ~ A mournful letter.
The appearance of the churches not as in years palt: from the
beginning they commenly commended the churches for their
readinefs to fend their meflingers to their affociation; but now
they complain that meflengers were not fent, who'mightbe very
wfeful in thz meeting. Indecd, minifters and meflengers were
murch grieved the preceding year: yet, after all, this' meeting
ended comfortably : the two minifters at the head of the parties
at Rhydawilim were prefent, aud each acknowledged his fault, and
z foundation was laid for a happy reconciliation. This was in
anfwer to many fervent prayers in public and in private, At this
meeting there was a query received from Llantrifaint; that
church was rather in a dying fiate. The churches were defired to
ohferve davs of thank{giving for what was done towards peace,
n proportion to their days ot prayer laft year. * The next meet-
ing to be at Cilfswyr, (pronounced Hilvewyr) formerly Celeam.
Brother Caleb Ewans to preach, or Brother #'illiam Philips; the
latter was the femior minifter at Blaenan, Signed by Nothan
Dawis, Morgan Fones, Samuel Fones, William Pbhilliss, Fames
Hilliams, Caleb Evans, Abel Francis, Grifith Fones, Evan Ed-
revard, Miles Harris, and {fix more.

1726.  Cilfowyr, Whitfun-week. The meeting-houfe here
was built ten years before. It is rather a wonder the aflociation
baud not met tn it fooner. This letter oblerves, that the churches
were moftly at peace, but laments much the bad effeéts of con-
tention and firife.  The Riysawilim affair was here fintthed,
and dire@ions were given to cultivate and eftablith peace. Mer.
Dacid Fames died before this meeting, but he was at the laft,
and fo at the beginning of the pzace. There were valuable
men on each fide in this unhappy contention. But through the
zoolirefs of God it ended well; it is recorded here as a caution
to future ages. 'There were two queries from Llantrifaint. The
bretlizzn about Pontypeol, in Monmouthfbire, withed to builda meet-
mz-houle, and 10 be aflifted. The next aflociation to be at Swan-
iea ; Biother Nathan Dawis 10 preach, or Brother Morgan Grif-
firks. Signed by N. Dawvis,Morgan Griffiths, Jobn Harris, Samuel
Fenes, Hilliam Meredith, Caleb Evans, Enoch Fl'anc_i.r, Jobn
Jenting, Thimas Matthias, Miles Harris, Gnﬁtb Fones, &c.
Soon after this meeting Nathan Dawis finithed his courfe, fo(ri'hi

le
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died the Bth of June 1725, aged 63. It is rather fingular
that three fucceflive paftors fhould each die at the age of 63, yet
fo it hippened here to Meflts. Heury Gregory, N. Davis, and
Roger Walker ; likewife Mr. Caleb Ewans, a colleague with Mr.
N. Davis, and Mr. Fohn Harris of Blaenax, died at the fame
age. Itis eafy to learn how acceptable Mr. N, Dawis was,
in his miniftry, from his being fo often appointed to preach at
the affociation. He was warm and manly in his natural temper.

quick and ready in his minifterial talents.

Here it -may be noted, that Llantrijamt has been mentioned
in the number of churches from the beginning ; though it was
very low after the death of Mr. Quarrel: it was called alfo
Llangwm, Uk, &c. It bore the laft name, efpecially while
Mr. N. Morgan lived there, and preached at the Caftle, or near
it.  After his death there was a kind of a new formation ef it
at Lantrifaint again ; but ftill it was weak.

Till this time we hive had no account of zny new church
fince 1704, but this year Pen-y-vai was conftituted ; the conftitu-
ents were mefnbers of Swanfea and Hengoed. They chofe Mr.
Griffith Fones, abovenamed more than once, for their paftor. He
was fon of Mr. Morgan Fones, the paftor of Sawvanfea. Now
the churches were 12 in namber.

1727. Swwanfea, 23d and z4th of May. Here the brethren ex-
prefs their joy that the meeting was more comfortable than in
years paft, and that peace was reftored ; and that in fome places
a wide door was opened to preach the gofpel. Here was fome
debate about the eternal filiation or generation of the Son of God:
but it was advifed, that minifters fhould preach the plain, clear
gofpel, and not puzzle the people with inexplicable myfteries.
Here was {ome debate alfo about preaching to finners; and
feveral reafons were given for it. The next meeting to be at
Rhydswilim, Brother Morgan Fones 10 preach, or Brother Eioch
Francis. ‘

The perfons who hzgan the above debates were confidered as
fwerving from the truth, therefore the churches were defired tn
keep a day of fafting and prayer on their account, the laft week
in June; and they were advifed to be peculiarly cautious in the
calling of young men to the miniftrv. Signed by Morgan
Grifiths, Morgan Fones, :fabn Harris, Enoch Francis, Caleb
Ewans, Yobu Davis, Roger David, Samuel Fones, &c.

There were terms in the rcconciliation between Peatrs and
Coomb, that were to continue during the lives of the two mini-
fters, in their alternate way of preaching, &c. When Mr. &,
Dawis died, thefe terms were no longer binding, and the two
focieties feparated. Then Pen¢refent a letter to the affociation,
and has been ever fince a feparate church.  This made the num-
ber 13.

1728. Rlbydwilim, 11th and 12th of June. This is a very good

 and affe€tionate letter. It contains comfortable accounts from the
““urches, all in peace, and moft of them profperous. Ore
church
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church withed to have fixed days for preaching on church order,
difcipline, duties of members, &¢. It does not appear whether
this was agreed to. But it is obferved, that the miniters who
agitated the debates of laft year, agreed with the affociation for
preaching to finners. 'There: were three young minifters about
that time who joined in foific fingularities, But it is fuppofed
that it was the man menuoned dbove, awho could not be tept out
of the pulpit #, that led the other two. He was filenced long
beture he died. 'The other two refigned the miniftry. The
writer of thele pages long knew the three, and hopes well of
two of them; one of them was, he believes, very orthodox;-
the other had his peculitrities about the perfon of Chrift, but
was a ferious man, and inoffenfive in his morals.

The churches are dire€ed to read the letter of 1720. The
icn affociation Yo be at Llangloffan Brother Enoch: Francis ta
preach, or in cafe of failure, Brother Fobn Philips. Mr., :fofl.’lf“
James, pattor at Llawsvesarth, died in 1728; a worthy minifterd

1729. Llangloffan, Whitflun-weck. This place was adiﬁ'a“ntx

but fruitful branch of Riydwilim. Complaints were now made
ofiJome churches who only fent their Ietters, but no meflengers,
to the affociation. The catechifm, perhaps that by Mr. Keach,
and Cole on God’s Sovereignty, 10 be both reprinted in Welth,
Armirian doftrines now gave uneafinefs to the Baptifts. They
had made difturbances among the Independentsand Prefbyterians,
for near twenty years before, foon after the difputes in London
about Dr. Crifp’s works, and Dr. Daniel Williams’s writings «
Th: latter was a native of Wrexham.
. The fermon preached here by Mr. E. Francis, upon Cant. viii.
1z. was printed. It does not appear that any_of the aﬂ_’ocmtion
fermons had been printed before, or for a long while after,
'The next affociation to be at Hengoed, brother Fobn Jenkins 1o
preach, or Brother Caleb Evans. Many figned as ufual; Dawid
Ozwen from Lianelli, and Thomas Tfones of Penyvai, for the firt
time.

The meeting-houfe near Pontypool, mentioned in 1727, was
this vear finithed, and a new charch was formed. The confti-
tuents were members from Blaenau, Llanwenarth, and Hengoed,
who were fituated conventently. Their firft paftor -was Mr.
HMiles Harris, then a very popular preacher, and of great ac-
ceptance. Now they were 14 churchqs,

1730. Hengoed. As the letter of this year never came to eur
hands, we can give no epitome of it; but the meeting was
unccmfortable. There were very warm debates upon general
redemption, and other articles coanefted with it. Mr., E.
Francie, it has been faid, had work ‘enough to moderate fome
rempers. His own difpofition was excellent, and he was a man
of no {fmall influence. Mr. Charles Winter, a member at Hens
gied, was promifing for the miniltry, and was encouraged to,

* # See page 39, of this Hiftory.
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po to Briffol for further improvement under Mr. Fofkert’s care,
bat he c¢hofe to go to Carmarthen, under Mr. Perrot, whote
fcholars and pupils were of the Remonttrants fide, at leaft feveral
of them. Mr. Winter, and one or two more of the Heugoel
members, at this meeting, pleaded for thofe doctrines againft
the minifters. Therc were about thirty of that church who
fided with Mr. Wiuter, and there was a talk then of a fepara-
tion. Mr. David Reet, from London, coming into the country
to fge his friends, he interpofed, and things were quieted. By
the intereft he had in the affeftions of both parties, they agreed
to continue in communion; fo the debate ended then, but dif-
ferent opinions were ftill held. Mr. #inter continued te preach,
but not openly, his peculiar tenects. He was of a quiet and
peaceable temper. Mr. Morgain™ Fones, the worthy paftor of
Savanfea, died in'1730. He was a valuable minifter, and had
ferved in the church 40 years, or more.

" 1731, Llanwenarth, 8th and gth of the 4th month. The
"do&rine of the Trinity, and other articles called Calviniftic,
are fet in the preamblc of this letter, which we never faw be:
fore in-thofe lecters. The churches are faid to be in peace;
feveral added to many of them; difcipline obferved, and the
anfound in doétrine excluded. It is noted further, how happy

- the ancient Britons were till the errors of Pelagius and Arminius
came in like a flood. Minifters and people are exhorted to
take heed to the truth. It is a good dottrinal and praétical let-
ter. It was a peaceable meeting. Not having the laft years letter,
we know not who was appointed to preach here. As yet they
did not mention in the letter who had preachcd at the affociation.
Next meeting to be at Blaerau, Brother Grifiith Fones to preach,
or Brother Jobn Fenkins. Several figned here, among them
Roger David, the fucceeding paltor at Llanmenarth, and David
Oaven belonging to the Llanelli part of Savanjea.

In 1731, a new charch was formed at Aloleflon, in Pembroke-
Jhire. 1t had been anothér diftant branch of Rbydwilim. This
was the third daughter of that mother church. The churches
were now 1§ in all.

1732. Blaenaz, joth and 31t of May. The Confeflion of
Faith was prefixed to this letter, like the laft. Joy was ex-
prcﬂ'ed becaufe the churches did flrive together againft errors,
excluding thofe who extended redemption bevond eleftion, &ec.
There was a query, “ Whether it were neceflary and ‘profitable
to preach the reign of Chrift upon the earth 1000 years?”’ Re-
ply. ¢ That the Affociation in general looked upon that to be
-a truth, and under ableffing, it might be profitable, when done
with good light and underftanding, with much caution.”

About 1726 or 1727, many had been added to Blaznau and
dcngoed. This occafioned many debates about Baptifm.  There
were two young minifters then very zealous in the debate, Mr.
Miles Harrisifor Believey's Baptifm, and Mr. Edmund Fones for

Infant
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Infant Baptifm. It had atlength {o difturbed the country, that
both fides appointed a meeting upon the fubje€t; not fo much to
debate it, as to take more sarc of tempers, ccnfures, &c.
There were feveral minifters prefent; fome conceflions made,
and onc forgave the other, and agreed in future to aim at the
gloryof God, the credit of the Gofpel, and the preferving of each
other’s reputation.  The agreement was written, figned, at-
tefted, and_pginted, on half a theet.  The Baptilts who figned
were, WG i firhs, of Hengoed, and Mr. Fobn Harvis, and Mr.
Majes Harris, of SNvfaau; the Pedopaptifts, Meflrs. Daved Wil-
liams, Daniel Rogers, and Edmund Fones, of Pennymain ; Fames
Davis, Evan Joon, and Jenkin Lewis, of Merthyr-tydfil ; thete
were all paftors, preachers, or candidares. Five attefted the
agrecment; the firlt of whom was Mr. Feawler Walker, the In-
dependent minilter at Abergavenny. 'This agreement was at-
tended to for fome years. Lt was dated in 1728. Bur early in
1732, a piece upon lnfaut Baptiim was publifhed in Englith by
Mr. Walker, the firft witnefs above. It was {foon publithed alo
in Welth. For this reafon our brethren agreed, at the Blaenax
aflociation, to publifth, in Welth, Mr. Charles Doe’s fmall tra&t of
40 texts of feripture, on Believers Baptifm ; and aletter was fent
to Mr. Waller, by Mr. Dawid Rees, of London, turned into
Welfh, and printed the fame yecar, with a promife therein, that
his beok would be further confidered at leifure.

The next aflociation to be at Pen-y-far. Brother Fobn Fenkins
to preach, or Brother 2Miles Harris. )

1733. Pen-y-fai, 15th and 16th of May. Here the churches
are all named in the preamble, thus, Pen-y-fai, fengeed, Pen-y-
garn, Llanwenarth, Blaenau, Llaatrijaint, Llanigon, Swanfea,
Cilfouyr, Rbydavilim, Pentre, Rock, Moleflon, and Newcafile.
Thefe muft be a little explained, to make out the fifreen. Here
are but fourteen names. Olcbon and Trofpoed were twao before
Mr. Richard Williams came to them ; during his time thzy were
as one ; after his death, they were for years uncomfortable, and
unfettled ; but, in 1729, they f{eparated again, and Llanigon
then joined Trofpeed. In 1731, Mr. Philip Morgan was {cttled
and ordained ar the place lalt mentioned, and Mr. #. Williams,
a young man from Cilforgyr, fettled at Olchon, the lame year.
It feems, there was no meflenger from this place at Pes—y-fai,
unlefs it is omitted in our copy. Co:mb was now removed to
Rock, and Glandwr to Newcaftie. By thefe new names they went
for many years. So explained, the churches appear to be is.

The letter complains of faife doétrines publicly heard in the
miniftry : with thele two of the churches were affeted for yearss
Hengeed is already mentioned ; to which muft be added, New-
caftie, which was Mr. E. Francis’s own church, He publifhed
a book on the fubje&, in his mild and affetionate "way, under
this title, “ A Word in Seafon.” But his coufin Mr. Abed Fm’m}:

100,
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wook the other fide, and preached his fentiments more openly
than ‘Mr. Winter, and about 1736, went gradually off to thofe
Padobaptilts, who were with him for general redemption.

Here it fhould be mentioned, that the venerable, worthy,
and unwearied Mr. Jobn Feniins died 3d of July 1733, aged 77.
'This was foon after his long journey to P’en-y-fai that year, where
he was appointed to preach,: he wis fuccecded by Mr. Thomas
Matthias, who had Jong been his afliftant and colleague.

The next meeting to be at Pen-y-garn; Brother E. Francir ta
preach, or Brother Roger David. 'L here were feventeen names
to'this letter, few of the old ones, Mr. Jfobn Fenkins is the firlt,
and this was his laft time of figning. The yonng ones were
Roger Dawvid; Thomas Williams, David Owen, Fobn Mergzan,
Morgan Hairis, Jobn Dawis, Thomas FFones, Wm. Davis, %c.
molt of whom are named above.

1734, -Pen-y-garn, §th June. -This was the new church and
new lioufe .near Pontypool; and THIS 1s A KIND OF a x:w
#RA TO.THE AssocriaTion. Inimitation of the Weftern Con-
‘7ention, ours agreed to have an Aflociation book, to write in it
the circuolar letter annually, aud for that purpofe it was to be
carried to the yearly mecting. "In the frontof their letter ther
were defired 10 mention to the aflociation, their agreement with
the articles fet forth by the Elders and Brethren in London, iu
the year 1689. The churches were defired to confider things.
and give their opinion next year. The letter, in future, was to
mention who preached at the meeting, as well as who were ap-
pointed for the next meeting. It fays this year, That Brother £.
Francis preached in Wellh, from Matt. xxiv. 45, and as an
additional new favour, Brother Folberr of Briftol, preached in
Englifh, from 2 Tim. iv. 7. The letter exprefles joy that dif-
agreeable debates were ina good meafure cealed. The churches
were informed that Mr. D. Rees’s ‘L'reatife on Baptifm, in anlwer
to Mr. Walker, wasout. Itisalarge and learned piece. The
new church at Mo/effon had loft all their three officers in one
year; their paltor Mr. Griffth Williams, a ruling Elder, and a
Deacon; breaches indeed! The next meeting to be at Llanelli,
Brother Roger Dawid to preach, or -Brother Miles Harris.—
‘Fourteen figned.

In 1734, died the very aged paitor of Glamitzer, then Nezu-
caftle church, Mr. Fames Fauwes.- He liad been in a confiderable
part of the perfecution. 1t is fuppofed he was fome years above
eighty. Mr. Frarcis had now bgen a confiderable time the afting
pattor of: the church,

1785, Llanelli, Whidun-week. An affeCtionate letter this
year ; the churches moitly in peace, and ail of them named right
an the front of-the leiter, except Llanigon put for Trofgoed. . The
agreement’ with the confeflion of 1689 is mentioned, and it con-
tinued to be fo,. in the letters to and from the Aflociation, ge-
nerally, if not configntly, till of late years. Here 1t \vas_dc‘:l

NN ) fir.
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fired that the letters from the churches might not be too long 3
and after confultation, it was agreed, that Llarelli fhould Ec
formed into a church, and be no longer a branch of Swanfa, It
lay far on the Weit, and in Carmarthenfbire. Mt Dawid Oaven,
one of themfelves, was ordained, and had been in the miniftry
about ten years. He was chofen to he their paftor, but a4
Swanfea was yet unfcttled, he was to affit there at times, by
agreement. Now there were 16 churches.

A fuitable and acceptable fermon was preached by Brother
Roger David, from 1 'Tim, iv. 16. This letter was figned by
the former names, with the addition of Evan Thomas, the young
and worthy paftor at Moleffon.

t756. Riydwilim, 15th and 16th of June. Brother Miles
Harris preached, from Rom. x. 15, and in the evening Brother
fugh Ewans, of Briftl, from Ephefians iii. 8. He was fon of
Mr. Caleb Evans, of Pentre, and was then affiffant to Mr. Fol
dett, at Broadmead, Briftel. There was here a query from
Trofgoed, «« Whether perfons of different fentiments [about laying
onof hands] might be admitted to, and continued in, communion?’’
The anfwer in the afirmative, provided they did not held any
do&rincs contrary to the word. The venerable, laborious, and
acceptable Mr. Samuel Fones, the firtt paftor at Cilfowyr, finithed
bis courfe this year, aged 8o. He was remarkable for his witti-
cifms, but ufed them to good purpofe. His fayings were long
remembered in the charches in South IWales, ‘which he now and
then vifited.

1737. Newcaflle, Whitfun-week. This church was now of
full 40 ycars ftanding, yet never had the Aflociation before,—
Probably it was for want of a convenient place. The. letter
mentions peace in the churches, and an addition to all, except
one ortwo. M@ans of grace plenty, and hearers numerous. Bro-
ther Morgan Griffiths preached, from Afts xxvi. 28. :

Hithereo the churches in Wales had been very itriét for laying
on of hands on the baptized, ever fince 1689, or foon after.
Me(rs. B. Keach and Wm. Rider had been in this praétice; but
there had been little debate about it till now. At Trofgoeed, a
young man propofed for communion. Queftions being afked,
about laying on of hands, he acknowledged that he was not
clear in it.  This caufed the fubjeét to be inveftigated. The
confequence was, that Mr. Philip Morgan, the paftor, an_d Mr.
W, Herbert, his colleague, were fully perfuaded that it was
not properly a gofpel ordinance. So upon this article there was
no fmall debate and warmth at Newcafle. But the two mial-
fters continued in their perfuafion during life, and it has been
feldom ufed in that church fince that time. .

This year Mr. T/omas Fomes of Pen-y-fai, and family, and
Mr. Wm. Dawvis, formerly at Llantrifaint, failed to America.
The former fettled in 178, with a new churchat Tulpebokon, in
Pennfylvania, and was ordained there in 1740. Moft, orall the
conilituents of this church, as well as their Pa&or, were from the

R Principality
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Pqincipa_]ity. Mr, JYones continued in that place many years;
tnd maintained an honoumble charaler to the Jaft; but ad-
vancing in age, refigned the miniitry there, and predched occi-
%onally. Ile died comfortably in 1788, in the g7th year of L5
uge. A pleafing account of the circumflances of his death I had
from his {on, the prefent juftly refpe@ed Dr. Samnel Fomes, paf-
tor of the church at Lower Dublin, near Phsladelzhia, who was
about three years of age when he failed with his father from Pea-
¥:fai; the letter is dated March 31, 1788, and runs thus, ¢ The
other day I attended the funeral of my honoured father. I paid
him two or three vifits during his laft illnefs, and found him re-
Jnarlc;bly comfortable in his mind; his faith being ftrong, his
hope firm, his evidences clear, his views of glory tranfporting,
and his defires ardent; yect calm and refigned. Some of his laft
words, when indeed he was fcarce able to {peak, were, Joy! joy!
joy!—The following is what appeared in our public prints on
the occafion. ¢ On Monday the z4th of March, departed this lif 4
in' Chefer county, the Rev. Thomas Fones, in the 87ch year of
hisage. The Thur{day following his remains were interred in tha
Baptift burial ground at Zredyfryz, attended by a large and
Tefpe&able concourfe of people; on which accafion a pathstic
difcourfe-was delivered from Natt. xxiv. 44. by Rev. Fobz Boggs,
of Newcaftle county.—This truly vencrable man, and father 1n
‘theé gofpel miniftry, having difcharged with fidelity and reput-
tion the feveral duties both of public and private life, through
fuch a long feries of years, and fuftaining with chritian pa-
tience, and nncommon refignation, the afliCtion of a very tediovs
ilinefs, finally refzed from his labours in confident afTurance of a
blefled immortality, difcovering to the lait, that he partook of
thofe divine confolations, which are but feldom experiens2d even
by thofe who fleep in Jefus.” . ‘

Mr.-William Dawis fettled firlt at Fircent; he tlience removed
t6 New Britain, and had the joint care of that church with Mr.
Fofeph Earon till 1749, when Mr. Eaten died. Mr. Dswis was the
fucceflor there till his death on O&. 3, 1768. The three firlt pal-
tors of this church, and many, if not mok of the confiituents, were
likewife from the Principality *.

This vear died the lively and excellent Mr. 722u Harris, paf-
tor of thc church at B[tlli.’ﬂu. HlS collcague, N.{l ;Vzﬂmm Pb:[—
lips, died feven years before. Mr. Harris wus one of the firft
conftituents of the church in 16g6. He had the honour to hap-
tize his own father, and was very happy in his children. His
eldeft fon Harry, was baptized at {ixteen years of age,’in 1718,
His daughter Lydia, was baptized at fiftcen, in 1716. And his
youngelt fon Morgan, at fourteen, in 1720. who .fu.c.ceeded his
father in the paftoral care. Mr. Fobn Harris, asis intimated be-

% Sae Mr. Edwards’s Materials towards 2 Riftery 6f the Baptifts 1n
Peanlylvauia, p. 48—g2. D forey
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fore, was, in his day, the beft writer of church records that has
been found in the Principality, at lealt among the Baptiits.

15 38. Hengoed, 23d and 24th of May. The affociation letter
complains of Arminianifm up and down the country. The
churches were moftly profperous, yet not without forrow. 'There
was now a difagrecable contention at Cilfowyr about a fucceffor
to the late Paftor. Mr. Fames Hilliams had long been an ac-
ceptable help in the miniftry, and part of the fociety thought it
but right for him to fucceed in the paftoral care. Tl other
part thought that Mr. David Themas, who had exercifed his gifts
with acceptance for ten or twelve years, though younger, being
popular and acceptable, might be more beneficial to the church
than an aged perfon. Tempers on both fides were too warm
cn the occafion. The affociation advifed in the beft manner
they could, and a day of fafting and prayer was appointed
through the churches on their account, with a due remembrance
of others. Mr. Thomas Matthias, the paftor of Rbydwilim, preach--
ed from Jer. iii. 15. a text very fuitable to thofe times, when
paftors were removed every year.

On the 11thof June, this year, died the truly Rev. Mr. Morgan
Griffiths, paftor at Hengoed, aged 6g. He was highly refpetted
of men, and much owned of God. '

1739. Llamwenarth, 12th and 13th of June. The letter this
yeer exprefles joy and gladnefs, becaufe prayers had been an-
{wered, advice received, contention had ceafed, and reconcilia-
tion was made. Cilfoweyr church had agreed to ordain the two
minifters mentioned under laft year, that they might adminifter
the ordinances alternately. The two minifters agreed very well,
the fenior foon failed by age, and the work fell upon the
junior. This letter, as feveral before had done, cautions the
churches againft fuffering young men to go out in a diforderly
way to preach. Brother Griffith Jones preached from 1 Cor. iv.
1, 2. and Brother Hugh Ewans from Phil. iv 8. the latter part.
This is the firft time that we notice a MODERATOR men-
tiored in the letters; it has been the conftant method fince, and
pofibly it was before, for the minifter who preached to be mo-
derator. The perfons, who figned here, were Griffith Fones,
MODERATOR, Thomas Matthias, Roger David, David, Richard,
Roger Walker, David Owen, Evan 7 homas, David Eewis, Enoch
Francis, Morgan Harris, David Thomas, Thomas David, Facoh
Rees, Griffith Davis, Miles Harrys, Phillip Morgan, William
Herbert, and feveral who were not minifters; Thefe are new
names compared with the former.

The truly venerable Mr. Caleb Evans, of Pentre, died in April
preceding this meeting, and was fugceeded by his Brother, Mr.
Foln Evans.

17:0. Cilfowyr. Whitfun-week. 'The circumBances of the
ehurches appeared hopeful, meeting houfes bad been built; mi-
silterial gifts were increafing, This was a mercy, as o many paft

tors
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tors had beert lately removed. Brother Margan Harris preached
from Job. xxxiii. 23. and, Brother Huph Lwans from z Kinrs
ii. 14. Mr. Hugh Evans always preached in Englifh and repeat-
ed a little in Welfh.

Notice was taken above of the debate at Hencord about 1770,
and how it then iffued. On the decsafe of the pultor, poflibly
Mr. Winter’s fricnds wifhed and expeéted that he might fucceed
him, but there was a great majority againic it. In order to
keep together it was neceffary 1o find a pafisr that would fuit
both parties. They could fix upon no fuch perion buc Mr.
Grifith Jones, the paftor at Pen-y-fai. It was thosght an un-
kind a to feparate a paftor and people,” who had mutually lov-
ed each other fo many years. But the cafe at Hergoed being fo
fingular, the paftor was pcrfuaded to remove, and the church
fuffered it to be fo. They had however much trouble, before
they were comfortably fettled again. Mr. Fones and Mr. Win-
ter were both of 2 peaceable tempér, and agreed as well as counld
have been expeéted. ) o

Year after year we have noticed the removal of fevéral worthy
paftors, who died in a good old age, after they had long arnd
honourably ferved their generations. Alas! now a greater ftroke
was felt than any of late. Mr. Enoch Francis was removed in
February preceding this meeting—A firong man, of a good con-
ftitation, about fifty years of age. This gave a fhock to the
whole aflociation, and to all the country. He ufed to vifit the
churches once or twice a year, as ke could make it convenient,
and crouds flocked to hear him, profeflors and profene. Moit
of the perfons whofe names appear in the letter of laft yezr
figned here; and alfo Jobn Rickard and Yohn Morgan; thele
two were helpers at Cilfowwyr. Fobn David Nickolas, and Rees
Fones, were ;r’om Mr. Francis’s church. As upon his deceafe
they had no ordained minifter, though feveral helpers; they a-
greed to ordain thefe two, and Mr. Thomas David, in May en-
fuing. Mr. Fones was then a promifing young man. The othes
two were aged, and had been long in the miniftry.

"1741. Bl#enau, 19th and zoth of May, This vear’s letter
was long and good, contaiming reafons of joy and forrow ; que-
ries from feveral churches anfwered, and complaint of young
men goinfg out to preach irregularly. Brother David Oxen
preached from 1 Cor. xvi. 10. and latter pare, Brother Fofets, of
Briftol, from 1 Thef. i. 5. This letter is figned by one or two
and twenty minifters, all dead now. Thomas Edwards, Willian
Pbil/ip.r, Charles Winter, and Morgan David, were among them;
alfo Griffith Davis, who was originally a membet of, ard then
became Paftor at Swansea, where he had preached for fometims
with acceptance; before he was fettled in the paftoral care.

There was an auempt of lute years to fetup a SEMINARY *

* There was fome kind of inftruétion given to young men at Ponty-
pool as early as 1734, though I think, no proper Tuter till about 1736
er 173 X
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at Ps rvpas? for the benefit of candidates for the miniﬂry. This’
¥ the following fludents MNleflvs. Thomas Llewelyn from
Hengoeid, Morgan Udreards fvom en-y-garn, Edmund Watkins of
Flrevan, Javarban Francis and Timothy Thomas of Newcaple, weére
ail promifing for the minifivy. Uhe profpet of a Welfb feminary,
it is thought, was as flattering and aninating then as ever it hay
been fince; but it mever could be brought praperly to bear,
though many young men have reccived confiderable afiiftance at
Fonityrac!.

174z, Lhang’sfun. Whiifun-week. A long comprehenfive let-
ter at Uds time, which judicioully remarks many things in the’
courfe of Mrovidence. The churches in peace,.additions to mofty:
and the mecans of grace plenty.  Brother Griffith Dawis and
Brother [fugh Evvans preached ¥,  Several queries from different
churches, upon difcipline, anfvered. About this time Liantrifaint
charch was quite difiotved. Mr. Thomas Williams, who had been
originally a member at Hengocd, miniftered here for fome years;.
but absat this time he turned to the peopie called Quakers, and.
the few meinbers belonging to U joined Pen-y-garn.

This year AZerdsar church was conftituted ; it had ‘been a
large and extenfive branch® of Neweaflle church. Two of the!
three minifiers Jately ordained, refiding near the young church,
were ameng the fisit conftituents of it. Meflrs. Ewan Saunders,
Foba Tiomas, and Temetly Thomas, alfo had begun to exercife’
their miniiterial talents about 1740., They likewi{e were in the’
young church, and Fobn David Nicholas, an ordained minifter,
was ot Newcaftle, the old place. Thus the churches were fiill-
fixteen 1n number.

1715 Cilfowyr. Whitfun-week. A particular circumnitance’
cccafiznzed the Affociation to be here again fo foon. It was no-
contenation, bat love +. The preceding letters mentioned the re--
moval of many members by death; but this {peaks of the de--
ceafe of five minifters; Mr. Fobn Davis, an aged, worthy affif-
tant, at Swarfea; Meflrs. Roger David and William Meredith, at:
Llzawenzrib; the firlt the paftor, the latter 2 very worthy and-
aged afiftant; M. William Herbert, the colleague at T ro[g’in’«(,
a very acceptable preacher, who had come from the Indepen-
danis, and Mr. -Ewvan Saunders. )

Brother Miles Harrys preached from Jer. xv. 19. and brother’
Ezan Fenlins in Englih and Welh from 2 Timt: ii. 19. . He
was fon to the late excellent Mr."¥obn Fenkins, and father o the.
prefent worthy Dr. Foferh Fenkins, of Wrexbham. We meet with
no account of the numbers added to the churches till this year.
Now ir is rioted that 12¢ were added, and near 50 loft by death:
But this {tate of the numbers was inferted by‘an'findividual with-
out zny public confultation and general agreement. Near 20 years
after the fubje@ was debated and agreed to. About 23 figned -

% *['he texts of 1742 are not in the copy from which this account i

taken. . ) .
+ This was the firft afeciation that ever the wuriter of this butory

Aueuded.

here
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here, among whom are Grifith Thomas, Daniel Garnen, ¥ibu
ames, and Timothy Thomas.

About this time Mr. Rees Fones removed from Aberduar to the
defltitute church at Pen-y-fai; there was then at the former place
only Mr. Thomas David an aged minifter. Me(lis. Fobn Thomas
and Timothy Thomas were now young in years, and in the mini-
ftry, but very acceptable at home and abroad; it was agrz:d 1o
ordain them both this year.

1744. Peny-garn. Whitfun-week. The letter complains of
Arianifm and Aiminiani{m. Mentions a mixture of comfort and
{orrow, minifterial gifts increafing, and feveral queries which
were anfwered. Brother Dawvid 1 bomas, of Cilfowyr, preached
from 1 Chron. xxix. 1. and Brother Hugh Ewvans from Ifaiah Ixii.
6, 7. Mr. Edmund Watkins and Mr. Joba Thomas were'among
thofe who figned here.

Mr. Miles Haryys had now been a member of Blaenau above
twenty years, and a preacher about eighteen.  For ten years, or
more, he had exerted himfelf much to promote the intereft of reli-

ion in general, and particularly among his own denomination.
%—Ie was of 2 very friendly and focial turn; and correfponded with
moft of our Baptiit minifters and others in #ales; with many |5
England, and fome in 4merica. He ufed tofend to the FunpEeEs
in London, a very-pasticular and friendly account of the Baprift
minifters in Wales, their fituatien, who moft ufeful, &c. and thig
he did annually, {oon after each aflociation, with thort hints of the
general ftate of the churches. For{ome years Swanfea, Pen-y-fa,
Blaenau, &c. fent a letter to the Weltern Affaciation, but none
{o often and fo long as Per-y-garn.

1745. Pentre. Whitfun-week. The churches were all in peace,
and {ome addition to each. Brother Thomas Edivards, origimally
a member of Blaenan, bat now pattor of Llagzvenaith, preached
from 2z Tim.ii. 15, and Brother E. Fentins from Heb. xii. 15.
This year died Mr. James Iilliams, the fenior paftor at Cilfoyyr,
and Mr. Thomas Matthias, the pattor at Rbydw:iim, both aged
and honourable. This year Llazglofan formed into a regular
church. Jt was a diftant branch of Rhydwciliin, and for many
reafons it would have formed fooner, but out of regard to the
aged paftor, it was deferred during his life. Mr. Fobn Fanmes
prefided at Rhydwiliz, and Mr. David Riclard at Liangleffan.

1746. Swanfea. Met atthe ufual time of the year. The ftate
of the churches nearly as laft ycar. Now 17 churches. Rrpther
Griffith fones preached from 2 Chrou. xv. 7. and Brother E. Feui-
#ins from Jude z1.  The great deliverance from ths Rebeltion

in the North 1s grntefully_acknowledg?d, ard a day of thankf(-
giving appointed. But this did not make {o deep an impreflion
on the minds of many as the deliverance in 1714 and 1715 did.
The firft' of Auguft, and the firlt Wednelday in every monii,
feldom ever failed to be mentioned in the letter for 20 'years*.

* The paper frcm which this year’s account is taken, does not men -
gion the names of the perfons who figned at this meeting,
[ . -

5 This



e A NISTORY OF TIiX

"This year Mr. Thomas Edwards died, at 34 years of age. He
had been a few years paftor at Llaswenarth, a very acceptable mis
nifter. Many lamented his death. He was fuccceded by Mr.
Caleh Harris, who died in the Lord, May 27, 1792, in the 77th
year of his age. . . , - .
. 1747. Brechfa, belonging to Trefgoed, the fame time as be-
fore.  Nothing very material in the ftate of the chuiches this
year. Brother Ewan Thomas, the paftor of Molefiom, preached
from John xxi. 17. and Brother E. Fenkins from v Thef. ii. 12.
This year Bethe/ida formed, they were diftant-members of Hen-
geed, Peny-garn, &c. This made the number of the-churches
eighteen, and fo they continued to 1768. Indeed one or two
more formed before 1968, but were not till then received into
the Affociation. - . : e

This year Mr. Mergan Harris, the paftor of Blaenau finifhed
his race. He adorned the miniftry, but died about the age of
az. He left two fons, Fobn and Morgan. | The latter called to’
the miniflry at Llanwenarth, was ordained in 1779, to affift Mri
Caleb Harris. He fulfilled his miniftry with honour, acceptance,
and foccefs, till he died in t790. This 'year Mr. Fobn-Evans,
pafior at Pentre, died, aged 6; and was fucceeded by an affiftant
aof the fame. name, though not related -after the flefh Alfo. Mr.
Henry Morgan, of Llangloffanr, a very promifing young man. The-
people expeéted that he would-have been their paftor for many
years,- but he finithed Lis work at the age of 27. - This was the
firlt year that Josnva THomAs (now of Leominfier) appeared
among thofe who figned the letter. The church at Trofpoed
hitherto had no meeting-houfe; but a place was built in 1746,
and called Maefy-berllan, and henceforward we fhall give it
th2t name. - - = :

1748. Gorth, belonging to Rock. Whitfun-week. Nothing ma-
terially different in the ftate of the churches. Brother Grifith
Foves preached from 1 Cor. ii. 2. and Brother Hugh Evans from
2 Cor. v. zo. ‘The churches in peace, moft of them:enjoyed
plenty of means. . The firft time the author of this Hiftory had
the hanour to write the circular letter was this year. .After that
it fell to his Jot to write thofe of 1751, 1754, ¥757, and i770.
It was then never mentioned in the letters who wrote them:
The new names among thofe ‘who figned this letter were, Rees
Eaans, Thomas Davis, Evan David, Fames Ladwick and W tlliays
Morgan. The laft-named went that year to Shreawfbury, -and
ferved that church till he died in 1753. P

Mr. Roger Waiker, the paftor of Rerk, finifhed his race a few
weeks before this Affociation, though he earneftly withed to
fee it. : : - S

1749. Llonelli. The ufual time. Brother Griffith Thomas
preached from 2 Cor. v. 11. ‘The fecond: fermon was preached
bv Brother Dawid Thomas, of Cilfowyr, and on the fecond day
Brother Griffith Fones preached his farewell fermon from 2 Cor.
¥#i. 2. Soon after he failed for Peanfplvania with his famill_ly.,

. e.
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He fettled in F¥elfp Tra2 church, but not as paftor, and there he
died in 1754, His fon Morgan retarned to England, and after
heing called to the miniftry, was many years paftor of the Bap-
tift church at Hemyftead, Herts. He now refides at Hammer/mits,
near London, as Principal of a refpeftable academy for the educa-
tion of youth, and was diftinguithed by the college at Providence,
Rbode jland, at their Commencement in September 1793, with
the honours of L. 1.. D. .

The Aflcciation Letter remarks that fome of the churches in
their letters did not mention their agreement with the Confeflion
of 16%9. But it was wifhed that they would not forget it in
future. -

There had been, a few years back, an expofition of the
Church Catechifm, publithed in Welb, °© By a minifter of the
< Chuarch of England,” in which he advanced twenty argu-
ments for Infant Baptifm. It was agreed at this meeting, that
fome of the minifters fhould think of an anfwer. Four or five
of them were named, but not any individual fixed upon. Seve-
ral entered on the fubjeét, and among them Brother Fofbua Tho-
mas drew up a few hints, and was encouraged to go on, but the
others did not proceed. This year Mr. Dawid Richard, the
paltor at Llangloffan, died. Many figned this letter, among them
were David Lwvan, Fonathan Francis, David Lewis, and Joba
Evans. '

1750. Molefton. Same time. This letter mentions the Mar.
rain among the cattle, which had been for years in England, and
the two Earthquakes in Londou, &c. as a loud warning to Wales.
A query from Llanwenarth was propofed, concerning the Tri-
nity, fome of whofe members gave trouble upon that head, but
it ceafed in a few years.” It was now agreed that what Brother
Fofoua Thomas had written on Baptifm, in anfwer to the twenty
arguments, fhould be printed, and that the churches fhould rake
the impreflion. The twenty arguments had been turned into
Englifp, and Dr. Gill alfo had written a fhort reply, and it was
agreed to take part of the impreflion of :his piece likewife. As
Molefton was an Englifb place in Pembrokefbire, the firft fermon
here was in that language, by Brother E. JFenkizs, from Matr.
xvi. 18. and the fecond by Brother Jehn Thomas, in Welfh, from
2 Tim. iv. 5. Here no lefs than eight of the churches requefted
the next aflociation to be with them. »

The departure of Mr. G. Jones (the paftor at Hengoed) for
America, naturally revived the old debate in that church. The
confequence of which was an entire feparation. Mr. Winter, and
his friends, were about twenty-three. They agreed to form them-
felves into a church, and Mr. Winser to be their paltor. They
built a meeting-houfe about four miles from Hengoed, and called
it Craigfargod. Mr. Winter died 1n 1773. The church meerts
there ftill, but it is not in the aflociation, being a general Bap-
tift church, and it is the only one in all the Principality. Mr,
Dy T e
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Facol Ijizac of Mereton, in Dewonfbire, was oniginally one of Craig-
JSargod Society, and there he began his miniitry.

1751, Hengoed. Whitfun-week. It was now become a kind
of an eflabiihed cuflom to have an Euglih fermon after the
Welfh one. Mr. Evan Fenlins, pattor at Wrexhar:, did not be-
long to the Aflociation, but he moftly attended, and preached at
Juin Englis, and gave a fhort repetition in #elfb, cvery year
but three, from 1743 to 1751, both inclufive, and his aflitance
was acceptable. Here Brother Griffith Dawis preached, and Bro-
ther E. Fenkine.  This was the laft time Brother E. Fenkins
preached at thefe meetings. He died in March 1752.” Our
materizls do not furnifh us with the texts at this Aflociation.

Early this year was publithed the Wel/b anfwer to the twenty
argements for Infant Baptifm, and in the fummer, Dr. Gill’s
Anfiwer to them came out, to which he added, « 'The Diflenters
«« Reafons for feparating from the Charch of England #.> 'The
reafons for fcperatipg were then tranflated into #%//3, and bound
up with the #¢//b anfwer, written by Brother ¥o/bua Thomas.

1752. Aberduar. The fame time. It had been appointed af
Rdoleficn that the churches thould not fend lefs than two, nor more
thar three, meflengers to the Affociation, and they were defired
go fend judicious perions who might be ufeful. They were here
reminded of that appoinanent. Brother Edmund Watkins preached
from Mark xvi. 15. and Brother Caled Harris from Col. iv. 3, 4.
both ip Welb. It was common ever fince two {ermons were
preached at the Affociation t6 have one of them in Englifb, but
this year, and 1749, are exceptions. i }

1753. Maefdergliyyd, but belonging to Olchon. Whitfun-week.
Tt was ufual to have the meetings on Tuefday and Wednefday,
but here it was on Wedne(day and Thurfday, that thofe who
were at a difiance might have more time to come. Brother Da-
wid Thomas, of Cilfeaiyr, preached from 1 Tim. iv. 16. and Bro-
ther Grifsth Davis, in Engli/h, from Eph. vi. 8. 'The churches
in peace, the means plenty, minifterial gifts ingreafing, yet
great complaints of declenfion in various refpets. -
" 17:4. Rbydwilim. The ufual time. Brother Caleb Harris
preachied from 2 Tim. ii. 25. and brother Miles Harrys from
¥ Cor. xV. 34. Thefe {fermons were moftly in #%fb. The ftate
of the churches fimilar to the preceding year, Complaint of
npot fending meflengers to the Affociation. .

1755. Bethefda. 21t and 22d of May. - Here the eighteen
churches zre named in the front of the Jetter. Brother Richard
Feues preached from z Tim. iv. 2. and brother Hugh. Ewans, in

* Thz whole Title of Dr. Gill's picce is as follows. ¢ The Argument
¢ from Apoftelic Traditicn, in favour of Infant Baptifm, with others,
£t 2dvznced in'a late Pamphlet, called, the Baptifm of Infants, a reafon,
¢ able fervice, &c. confidered. And alfo an Anfwer to a Welth Clergy-
# man’s Twenty Arguments for infant Baptifm ; to which are added,
# the Diflenters’ Reafons for feparating from the Church of England ;
# ocgafioned by thg faid Writer.”” o
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Buglifp, from 2 Tim. ii. 1. For feveral years back it had been
u,opofed by fome to keep the Aflociation ftatedly on the fecond
Wednefday and Thurfday in June, as the Whitfun-week happened
fometimes too early, bck)o’rc fome had finifhed fowing barley, and
before the horfes were got ftrong to travel, and the grafs grown
fufficient for them. Others pleaded that the Whitfun-week was
commonly a more leifure time, particularly for fchoolmatters, &e¢.
But here it was agreed, that in future the church where the
Affociation was to meet fhould fix the time.

1756. Pgn-pont-Landyfyl, belonging to Newcaftle, gth and 1oth
of June. Brother Miles Harrys preached from Rev. xiv. 6, 7.
and Brother Grifith Davis from Aéts v. 1z. MNotice taken of
the earthquake at Lifbon and other places.—War with France.—
It was agreed to print in Welp Mr. Wilfen’s Scripiure Manual
on Baptifm. When Mr. Walker, the paftor at Ruck, died in
1748, his afliftant, Mr. Thomas Dawis, fucceeded him in the
miniftry for fome time. But the body of the church chofe to
look out for a fucceffor in the paftoral office. Soon after they
fixed upon Mr. Richard Fones, who had been among the Inde-
pendents in the neighbourheod, but was convinced of Believers’
Baptifm, and foon after he fubmitted to it was ondained over
them. He preached at Betbefda in 1755. This year, 1756,
Mr. Thomas Davis died. He was a truly worthy man, though
not a very popular preacher.

‘1757. Llanwenarth, Whitfun-week. Brother Timothy The-
mas preached from 1 Cor ix. 16. Brother Hugh Ewans alfo
preached, but not having the letter of this year his text cannot
be given; the paffage Mr. Timothy Thomas preached on is in-
ferted from the memoty of the Auther of thefe fheets, who hap-
pened to be at that meeting from Leominfler. Now it was re-
commended to the members of the feveral churches to read the
Confeflion of 1689 once or twice in the year. As that confeffion
was referred to fo often in the letters to and from the Affoci-
ation, it was neceffary to know what it contained. That year
I had tranflated a fmall Traét, entitled, ¢¢ The Believers’ Evi-
¢« dences for Heaven,” and gave the copy to my Brother Ii-
sothy to print in Welb, and with it he printed a fermon, which
he had preached feveral years before, and had often talked of
putting to prefs. It was upon 2 Pet.i. 10. He gave this tide
to it, * T'he White Stone;” alluding to Rev. ii. 17. This year
died Mr. Ewvan Thomas, paftor at Bridgeaater, Deven. e was
originally a member at Llanelli; begun to preachthere about
17136 ; was at Briffo/ in 1740, under Meflrs. Foferr and Evans ;
at Warawichand at Birm#ghamin 17425 and was at Troacbridge
in 1744. Soon after he went there fifteen were baptized, _and,
more expeted to follow ; he was much carefled for fome time
by the people of that church, but in 1746, he removed to Bridge-
avater, was there ordained in 1749, and died in 1757. .

1758. Llangleffan. The firft Wednefday and Thurfday in

June. Brother Dawid Oaven preached from Col. iv. 17. and B}rlo-
R ther
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thee Hugh Foan from 1 Cor. 1. 23, 24.  The firft piece of ad-
vica in the lotter runs thus: ¢ As vou have publickly {ubmitted
** to the Go'pel Baptifin, and profefled to believe the dottrine of
* Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, take care that this dotrine is
* held in its true {cripture light. Though your reafon cannot
¢ comprehend it in all its branches, yet faith hath her reafon.”

“There are in this letter, nine very good, plain, thort articles of -
hartatory advice relative to do&rine and pra&tice. The New- -

car?l church appeared too remifs in maintaining the do&rines of
grace againft Arminianifin.  That church had been about thirty
vears vexed with the gencral do&trines, by fome ncighbours who
eipenly profefied them. This year Mr. Foin Thomas, one of the
pattors of Aberdar, removed, and took the paftoral care of the
church at Alacey-borllan, the paftor there refigning becaule of
2ge and infirmities.

1759. Blaenan. The fecond Wedne{day and' Tharfday in
Jone.  Brother Ewan Thomas preaclred from Luke xii. 42, and
Brother Hugh Ewvans from Alls xx. 24. It was agreed to print
the Catechiim, for the eftablifhment of our youth in gofpel prin<
ciples. The general method of the Affociation to this ume was,
ofter the two fermons, to take fome refrefhment, then to read
the preliminaries in #Welf, which are nearly the fame as thofe
of the Weftern Affociation in England, and then to read the
letters from the churches. When that was dorie, one of the
minifters was fixed ‘upon to draw up the circular letter, After

traveliing, perhaps a lcng way, with but broken reft, the per- -

foa fixed upon was under a neceffity of fitting up mott of, or all
the night, that bis letter might be prepared hy about nine next
morning, when it was to be read and corre&ted. As foon as 1t
was ready each church was to find a perfon to write out a copy.
The perfons employed weat to fome retired place, one to read,
and the others to write ; fome were very flow, and if there was
kot ore fo, all the reft were forced to wait. This was indeed
very trying, and many of the copies were fo imperfeét as not
1> be eafiiy read.  Thus it was for many years. But the prinw
ing of the Jetter was a happy alteration. o

This vear died Mr. William Themas, a worthy afiftan at
Blzevon, ’ - -

1-60. Cilfozuyr. 11th and 12th of June. This year, for the
firt time, the Aflociation Letter was printed. Now tbe care
chiefiy feli upon the paftor of the church, where the meeting was
held, to prepare the body of the letter before hand. The pre-
zmble of this letter doth not mention the Confeffion of 1689
Lut * Baptifm; laying on of hands; eternal and perfonal
< ele@inn; that all the natural pofterity of Adam are finners
« through him; particular redemption; effeCtual calling ; ar}d
« perfeverance in grace to the end.”” This is the firft letter in
which ! have fezn it thus exprefled. The eighteen churches are
Fere named, and the henefit of the affociation of churches is
mentionzd. Brother Edwund Watkias preached from Luke xiv.

23,
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23. and Brother }?e;g’/'amin Francis from Tit. ii. 14.; the latter
is paltor of the Baptift church at Horfley, Gloucefler/bire, fon to
‘Yhe late celebiated Mr. Enoch Framcis, and was originally a
member of Swanfea. The churches in peace; additions to
moft, many to fome. Mr. Fobn Fames, the paftor at Rbydwilim,
dead. All the gueries from the churches were not now infert-
ed in the printed letters, as fome of them related to the inter-
nal affairs of the focieties, and woald have been uninterefling to
the public eye. '

This year died Mr. Foln Morgan, an aged afliftant at Cil-
Sowyr,
"} 1761. Pen-y-garn. 1oth and 11th of June. Here the Con-

feflion of 1639 is reafflumed. Brother David Ttomas, member of
a branch of Newcaffle church called Ffymmon Henry, ordained ia
‘1747, to affift in the whole church, preached from Matt. xxii. g42.
and Brother Hugh Ewans fsom Rom. i. 16. The churches mofily
enjoying comfortable circumftances, fome having large additions,
and young men of promifing abilities for the miniltry. Riyd-
awilim had chofen a paftor from Llangloffan church, which had
feveral, and could well {pare one. Three were ordained at Ci/-
fouyr tohelp occafionally, and indeed feveral were now znd then
ordained at once in thelarge charches, where perhaps one or two
might have ferved for the prefent, but this {eems to have been
done to prevent contention. Before the aflociations in England
and Wales began to print their letters, we had ufually the names
of a confiderable tumber of perfons who figned them, but I
HAVE OFTEN LAMENTED that we have now only the modera-
tor’s nain=, wio, in the Principality, is always the minifter that
preaches firlt.- The former way will be really helpful to our
hiftorians.  And I VERY MUCH WISH IT MAY AGAIN EE

RESTORED IN ALL THE ASSOCIATIONS.

- This year Morgan Edwards, M. A. failed to Philadelphia.
He was originally a member at Pex-y-garn, and had now been in
the miniftry about twenty years. Of his publications and labors
in America, {ee his Materials fo often referred to abave.

- 1562 Pentre gth and 10th of June. Brother Fobn Williams,
one of the Co-paftors at Llanglofan, preached from Col. i. 28.
and Brother Benjamin Francis from 1 Pet. ii.-2. There had been
fome talk before this of mentioning in the Letter the number
added 10 each church, but the-fenior minifters oppofed it, and
pleaded that it looked like Dawvid’s numbering the people. But
this was eafily refuted by inftances from the Old and New Tefta-
ment ; fo that at this meeting it was carried in‘the affirmative,
without-much offence to the few who oppofed it. The numbers
ftand thus in the letter.-

Churches 18, added 169, dead 30, excluded g. Total in-

creafe 130. They could not eafily guefs at the number of hear-
ers, as they preached in fo many places fatedly and occa-

fionally. -
Y T his
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This year died Mr. ¥ames Lodwick, one of the three ordained
at Cilfowyr latt year. He had been in the miniftry there about
z0 vears, and was an acceptable preacher.

Pentre and Rock had been without proper meeting-houfes
from the beginning, till about 1760. 'The two places were
opened this year, the onc called aftcr the old name Penrre, and
fometimes New Pentre, the other is called Dolax, from the
houfe near it where a meeting had been kept for many years.

1763. Swanfea, 8th and gth of June. Brother Dawid Thomas,
the paftor at Rbydwilim preached from Pf. Ii.. 13. and Brother
Hugh Ewans from Eph. iv. 12, 13. and in the evening, Bro-
ther Caled Ewans (the late Dr. Ewans) from Phil. ii. 1. All
the churches in peace, and the means plenty, except at Newafile,
which had this year loft by death their co-paftors, Meflrs.
Fobn Dawid Nicholas and Grifieh Thowmas: and two others who
afiiited were removed, one by death, and another to Aberduar
church. This was an uncommon ftroke in ore year; yet it
was their mercy that two more were left in the church.

Added 94, dead 50, excluded 11, increafe 33. .

It is rather remarkable that from 1749 to 1763, not one of
the psilors in this connexion died, but Mr. Fobn Fames, of
.Rf}_ydwilim.

1764. Maes-y-kerllan, 6th and 7th of June. The Confeflion of
1689, 1s mentioned in the three laft letters, but not in this, nor
are the particular doftrines fpecified, yet a kind of a general
fum of the whole is given. Brother Lewis Fames, the paftor at
Hengoed, preached from 2z Tim. ii. 15. and Brother Hugh
Ezans from Hof. xiv. 5. The numbers are not in this letter, as
in the two laft, but this informs us that there had been an addi-
tion to all the churches buc one, and it was thought the addi-
1ion was double to that of laft year.

Under 1737, fome notice was taken of the debate that year
concerning Laving on of hands. There happened to be another
on the fame fubjeé in the church at Aberduar in 1743, though
it was not of long continuance. The churches all held it ex-
tept Mazs-p-berllan, but fome were very zealous for it, and others
more moderate. Cilfawwyr church was among the zealous ones,
vet there were fome members in that church, who were in doubt
zbout the fubjedt, and thought the others were rigidly zealous.
The debate gradually extendeditfelf. Brother Timothy Thomas the
paftor at Aberduar, was zealous for the article. As the controverfy
{pread, he drew up a few thoughts on it, and at a quarterly meet-
ing in thofe ffarts, read it to the minifters prefent. And by
fome of them he was urged to print it. He put it to prefs thig
vear, and alfo a Sele@ion of hymns, which were of his own
compofing.  Near the clofe of this year, Glyx church, in Den-
bighfbire, was formed. It was a branch of Wrexbham church, but
fituated at too great a diflance comfortably to attend there,

1765. Dolax, Radnosfbire, the firft Tuefday and Wednelday
i Juaz. ‘The Confvfion is here mentioned. DBrother George Rees

preached
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preached from 1 P'et. v. 2. and Brother Panjrrin Francis from
Mic. it. 7. T'he churches all in peace, except one.

Added 121, dead 28, excluded 15, reltore 7, insreale 8:.

_Early this year came oot wn anonymeous reply to Drother
Yimothy {homas's tract on Laying on of hauds,  The parties ir
this difpute difagreed abour the addeels in the circular [scter,
which generally began thus, < The elders, 4z, holding Baptilm,
wpon faith and repentance, Laying bands en the baptized, & c.”
Thofe againft Laying on of hands were by this addrefs either
excluded, or led to fay an untrath. The debate grew warm
here; but was conduéted in tolerable good temper, of which f
was a witnefs. My Brother Zimotby was earneft for, and Bro-
ther Yobn Thomas *, fteady againft the praltice, They had
been long fellow-labourers in the fame church, but now the lat-
ter was at Maes-y-berllan, and they were both very worthy valu-
able men, and able minifters; though in this they could not a-
gree. At this time the affair was left undecided. Gl church
had brought a letter, but as they were not under impofition of
hands, the aflociation would not then receive them into the
conne&tion. ) v

This year died Mr. Dawvid Qwen, the firft and a worthy pafier
of Lianelli church. He had been in that charge about thirty
years, and in the miniftry about forty years. ‘The fame year died
Mr. Samuel Griffitbs; a very promifing young man, who was likely
to fettle at Carleon, in Monmouth/bire, originally a member of
Molefton, Pombrokefbive. -

1766. Llaxelli, 11th and 12th of June. Brother Timothy Thor:as
preached from Ifa. xxvii. 13. and Brother Hugh Ewar; from
Zech. xiv. zo. The churches tolerably in peace, though there

" were troubles in certain places, Anaddition to all of them bus
one.

Added 115, dead 48, excluded 27, reftored 5, increafe 43.
The debate about tite addrefs was reaflumed, and decided here.
Thiefe words werg inferted, after Laying on of hinds, < wirh
sthers of the fame fentiments, except Laying om of hands,” and thus
it continues to this day, but a little abridged. This recon-
¢iled the affociation, but the debate ftill continued at Cilfonsyr,
and Brother Timothy publithed a defence of his tract upon the
fubje@. This year a young man propofed for communion at
Cilforvyr; but was rejected, becau{"e h? cgulc} not acknowledge
that Laying on of hands was a pofitive inftitution of fefus Chrilt,
though he was willing to fubmit to itas an ufage in that church.
This revived the difpute, and created uneafinels; the parties in
she church propofed various terms oa both fides, and thus they
continued another year. )

" Before-the affociation this year Mr. Fobn Duckfeld died.
He was an affifting colleague to Mr. D. Oayen, at Lianell, and

* Timothy Thomas and Foln Thomas were not relatives they were both
ordained together in 1743, and were golleagues till 1753, when the latiep

removed 1o Macip-berllan.
4 Mg
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a man of good underftanding. Thus they lamented the lof
of twao minifters here fince the laft annpual meeting. 'This
year alfo died Mr. Thomas Dawvid, the fenior minifter a: _4ber-
orar. He was far advanced in years. The fame year likewife
died his fon Mofes, who was a baptift minifter and refided at
Tarling, in Effex, but was never paftor of any church. .

1767. Molgffon, 3d and 4th of June. Brother Griffith Dawis
preached from Col. i. 28. and Brother (the late Do&or) Calely
Ewans from Col. ii1. 2. Churches in about the fame ftate as
laft year. Yet feveral complants. .

Added g7, dead 50, excluded 18, reftored g5, inmcreafe 34..

The claufe in the addrefs this year runs thus: «« With others,
“ who all of us agree with the articles contained in the Con-
“¢ fcflion of faith {et forth in London in 1689.” As the members
at Cilfpwyr could not agree cordially about Laying on of hands,
thofe who were for it propofed, as the moft likely way for peace,
that thofe who were againft it fhould depart in a friendly way,
and form a church themfelves, efpecially as there were among
them an ordained minifter and a deacon. So they did; hence
the feparation was in peace, and for the fake of peace. Both
fides kept their temper remarkably well through the whole
bufinefs, though it was long in agitation. Thofe who went off
were about twenty-five, of whom Mr. Fobn Richard, an aged
ordained colleague, was one. They formed into a church this
year, 2nd chofe him for their paftor. He had for his afiftants Mefirs.
William Williams and Thomas Henry, both included in the above
number. Thus peace was reftored to this church, as well as to
the affociation. And fince that time this article has givenm
no great trouble.

This year died Mr. Rees Fones, formerly an accep table paftor
ot Aberduar ; and Mr. Samuel George, at Wantage, Berks, ori-
ginally a member at Newcafile.

1768. Hengoed. The 2d Wednefday and Tharfday in June.
Brother Dawvid Thomas, of Newcaflle, preached from zd Cor.
iv. 5. and Dr. Samwuel Stennert from Matt. xviii. zo. The
churches in peace, with an addition to all of them but one.
A branch of Newcafflé church that was at a diftance, in and near
Cacrmarthen, peaceably formed into a church, and with the ap-.
probation of the mother church. Their paftor was Mr. David
Evane, one of themfelves, who had been long in the miniftry
in that branch to which they belonged. Gln church, in' Dex-
bighfbire, was here received into the connettion. Mr. William Wil-
liams, one of the young church that feparated from Cilfowyr
l2ft year, wasa gentlemen of property; he built a2 meeting-houfe,
upen his patrimonial eftate, whichwas finifhed in March this year,
and called it Edenezer. This church was alfo received into the
connetion at the fame time ; which made the namber 21.

‘This year, which afforded joy on the above accounts, was
alfo a timic of forrow. My dear and worthy Brother, Témothy,
new fnithed his aétive, though' affliCted courfe. He was from

infancy
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infancy of an unhealthy conflitution, but unwearied, acceptable,
and fuccefsful in his minilterial {ervices. He had been exercifing
his gifts before he was nineteen, I was informed, by a member
of the church, that he began to preach the very day Mr. £roch
Francis died ; and fome were pleafed to fay that the unfpcakable
lofs in the death of the latter was wonderfully made up in the
former. Befides what is mentioned above, he publithed a fhort
fyftem of divinity. Juftification was the leading article in i,
therefore he gave it this title, ¢ The White Robe.” Mr. L.
Griffiths, paftor at Monlgomer}, sz/ﬁ'/-‘uania, faw it, and in a
letter to Mr. Miles Harsys, he fays, *< Pleafe to give my chril-
*¢ tian refpe€ts to Mr. Timothy Thomas. 1 value his B2/’ book
** very much, and with I could obtain one of them.” He was
Secretary to the affociation, and took the care of printing and
diftributing the circular letter. He died in the 48th yezr of his
age, and was fucceeded in the fervice of the Aflociation by
his younger Brother, Zechariab Thomas, who, with two more,
Mr. David Davis, and Mr. Dawid Saunders, were fometime
after ardained in the church. Two of my Brother Zimorhy's
fons are now in the miniftry. The eldeft fon, of the fame
name, lives where his father did ; he has been ordained for fom=
years: the other is Mr. ¥ bomas Thomas, minifter of the firft-day
church, which meets at Mili-yard, in Rofemaiy-lane, Londsx.
About five weeks before the death of Mr. Timorby Themas, died
Mr. B. Griffiiks, juft now named. And the fame year Mr. R
Ewans, who had been paftor at Shrewybury, died at Terdfarr,
Gloucefer/bire; he was originally a member at Pesrrz. My,
Jobn Richard, the aged paftor of the young church at Eéerezrr,
finithed his courfe; and fo did Mr. William Watkins, at Cre -
combe, Somerfet, a member from Blaenax, After fo many deatis
this year the worft is yet to come; the Dolawn paitor was ex-
cluded for immorality. This was a heavy ftroke. He went ts
the people fram whom he came. The numbers this year were,

Baptized g6, dead 57, excluded 12, reftored 4, iucreafe, 31.

1769. Aberduar. 14th and 15th of June. Brother David 7%:-
mas, of Rbydwilim, preached from z Cor. v. 14, and Brothey
Benjamin Francis from Rev. iii. 19. ** Be zealous.”” The clurckes
all 1n peace.

Baptized g9, dead 37, excluded 15, reftored 3, ino-
creafe, 5o. I have no account of the death of any of cur miaj-
fters in the Principality this year. Mr. Fofua Thomasi, of Ly
mington, Hampfbire, @ very promifing young minilter, who was
formerly a member of Rbycacilim, and Mr. Danie! Theras, of
Henley, Warwickfbire, originally a member of Peu-y-garn, both
ended their days in 1769. Rbydwilim lott their pattor by i
own fin. He was fucceeded by Mr. George Recs, their pref_sc
aged and worthy paftor. )

1770:  Chagel-y-ffin, belonging 20 Qlbn.  13th and 14}:110{

une
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Tunc.  Brother Yobn Hilliams preached from Aéts xxvi. 22, 244
and Brother Hugh Evans from Mal. ii. 15.

Baptized 111, dead 45, cxcluded 20, reflored 10, in-
creafe, §6. :

In the letter is this paragraph; < Wales hath been noted in
< time ‘paft, not only for a defirable plenty of minifters among
< themielves, but alfo for {paring many worthy ores to fuppl;
<¢ deftitate churches in Englgrd, Ireland, and America ; but if
<« God were to withhold minifterial gifts from the Ancient Bri-
 tons, what nation under Heaven could help them?” Many
who have laboured in England and America have been already
meationed in this Mftory, and feveral have been minifters in
Ireland alfo; as Mr. Morgas Edwards, now in America; Mr.
Sames Edwards, his brother, for many years back at Waterford;
ihe former from Pen-v-garn, the latter from Lanwenarth; alla
Mr. Henry Phillips, ftom Pen-y-garn, who was ordained at Water-
ford, and ferved the church in the Back.-lane, Dublin, two yearsy
and died in 1789, at Sarzm. It was defired, at this meeting,
that the Jetters from the churches fhould not be fo long in future;
as they took up much time to read them. No minifter in the
connexion died this year but Mr. Dawid Jones, a promifinig young
man, at Llanwcenarth, who had been convinced of Believers’ Bap-
tifm, while in the Independent Academy “at Abergavenny, and
Joined the Bapiifts, for which he was expelled the Seminary.
Mr. Fames Drewert, originally a member of Pen-y-garn, died at
Honiton, Devan. _ .

1771. Pen-y-fai. 12th, &c. June. Brother William Williams
preached from z Cor. v. 11, and Brother Benjamin Francis from "
Pl cxxvi. 6. The churches all in peace.

Baptized 102, dead 54, excluded 12, reftored, 11, ins
creafe, 47. A revival in {everal churches, others complaining.
Nozed in this letter, and that of laft year,. the great plenty ef
Bibles provided for Wales, more than ever before; a large im-
prefion in Londer in 1769, and another in Caermarthen in
3755; an ineftimable blefiing. Queries regarding difcipline were
propofed at moft of the Affociations. o

This year died Mr. William Williams, who had been paftor at
Oi:.on, but had refigned his office, and for many years aflifted
at Maes-y-berllan; and Mr. Ewvan Edwards, an aged and very
worthy afliftant at Hengoed. His fon, Mr. Watkin Edwards, is
there now, colleague with Mr. Leavis fames. Mr. Peter Ewazs,
criginally 2 member at Pentre, but afterwards paftor at Yeovil,
Somerfet, died this year; a very worthy man, coufin to the late
D:. Ewans,of Briffol. . . :

1772.  Rbydwilim. 10th and 11th of June. Brother Grifith
Dawis peached from 3 Cor. v. 20, and Brother #. Williams,
of Ebenezer, from Heb. xii. 2. The churches all in peace, means
plenty, additions to {everal, &c.

Baptized 105, dead 34, excluded 27, reftored 11, in-

weafod 56. It was agreed to reprias the Catechilm for youth.
= A new
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B new church at Carleon of 1771, and another at UR of 1772,
both in Moumonthybire, joined the Affociation this year. The
latter was partly at Llangwm, the ancient placc and branch was
at Llantrifaint in former years, Now the churches were 23.

I do not recolleft that any minifter belonging to the Affocia-
tion died this year but Mr. Facob Kees; he fucceeded Mr. .
Williams at Olchen, but had rcfigned his office many years, and
was very aged. This year alfo Mr. Caleh Evans, a native of
Pentre died, near Charleffown, South Carolina; he was another
coufin of the late Dr. Ewvans of Briftol.

1773. Bethe/da. oth and 10th of Fune. Brother Yokn Wil-
liams preached from Matt, xxii. 4. and brother Hugh Evans from
Zech. i. 5. Mr. Dawid Thomas, of Cilfowyyr, was appointed to
preach at this meeting, buat he died before the time.  Mr. Huzh
Ewans's fermon was very fuitable to the providence, and at re-
queft it was printed in Englith and Welfh. Mr. Dawid Thomas was
a worthy minifter of deferved repate. There is no account of the
additions, &c. in this letter. It was filled up with other matter,
particularly with fome refolutions agreed upon refpelting an ap-
plication to parliament forthe further relief of Protéftant Diffen-
ters. It was here agreed, That in futare the circular letter thould
be prepared by the minifter where the Aflociation might meet.
The churches notall quite peaceable. A new church was formed at
Salem, in Carmarthenfbire ; the conftituents were members from
Rhbydwilim, Cilfowyr, and Carmarthen churches, but being con-
veniently fituated to form one fociety, they had proper difmif-
fions cheerfully granted them.

. 1774. Ebenszer. 8th and gth of Fune. Brother Edmand
Watkins preached from Alts xx. 26, 27. and Brother Bezjamin
Francis from 1 Cor. xv. 58.

Baptized 333, dead 57, excluded 16, reftored 8, increafe 268.

Many were baptized in fome of the churches, but the peace
of one pr two of them was difturbed, as will foon appear. ~The
letter this year was a very good one, intended to caution, di-
ret, &c. The additions this year exceeded any one before.
No minifter in the connexion died this year, if I recolleét rightly,
but Mr. Themas Lewis, originally a member at Pes—y-garn, who
fettled fome years at Tiverron, was afterwards paftor of the
church at Exerer, and departed this life on December the 4th,
after this aflociation, aged 44. He was an affectionate ufeful
minifter, peculiarly attentive to young chriftians, and could not
be known w1thout bemgroved

1775. UR. 14th "and 15th of Fuze. Brother William
Williams preached from Hofea vii. ¢. and Brother Hugh Evans
from Heb. xii. 22, 23. Brother Thomas Hiller, of Tewkfbury,
providentially there, preachedin the evening from Luke viii. 35.
Many of the additions, this year and lat, were to the young
church in and near Carmarther, and to the mother church at

nucaﬁle, about that time and fince, called Pans-tég, from a new
meeting-houfe of that name. EMany of thofe who had been bap&
tize
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tized were young, and the old members looked upon them as in-
cxperienced and flathy; in return, they looked on the old as
formal and lifelefs. Thus they made cach other uncomfortable,
and probably there was fome truth, and {fome error on cach fide.
The uneafinefs refpeted neither dectrines nor moralsin general;
but was about the methed of finging. The confequence of it
was, the young people, at both places, feparated in March and
April, preceding this Afleciation, znd formed two churches ; but
the minifters and meflengers who met at U#Z difapproved of the
caufe and manner of the divifion, and therefore would not re-
ceive them into the connexicn ; they were advifed to return to
their churches, and be reconciled. So it was then left.

This year baptized 278, dead 65, excluded 17, reftored 19,
received by letters 6, difmifled 3, increafe z17.

This year died Mr. Fobn Ewans, the paltor at Pemre, a judi-
cious man; and Mr. Charles Harris, at Bridgwater, Samerfet,
originaily a member at Pei-y-garn.

1776. Panr-tig. 12th and 13th of Fune. Brother Fofbua
Goomas, of Leoriinfer, preached the preceding evening from
Pfal. xlii. 5. On the morrow, Brother Foln Thomas preached
from Deut. xxxiii. 3. and Brother Benjamin Francis from Phil. 1.
27. Baptized 2f0, dead 55, excluded 27, reftored 16, dif-
miffed 1.—Increafs 193. Four-and-twenty churches fent mef-
fengers to this affembly, of whom three were without paftors,
but all had preachers and helps. At this time, and often before,
the churches were advifed to be prudent and orderly in fending
voung men into the miniftry, and in receiving thofe who were
beginning to prcach. It was agreed to print the preliminaries
of the Affociation, and to fend a few copies to each church for
information. This year, after the Affociation, the four follow-
ing minifters died, Mr. Pbilip Morgan, formerly paftor at Maes-
y-berllan, agedabout 83. He had been long afflited:  Mr. Grift
fith Davis, paftor at Swanfea, aged 77 ; a worthy man. Mr.
Miles Harrys, paftor at Pen-y-garn,aged 76. He had been for-
merly 2 very public man, ufeful and acceptable. Fe generally
fent a letter from his church to the Weftern Aflociation till near
the laft. At times letters were fent to this body from Swanfea,
Pen-y-fai, and Blaenau,as a remembrance of the fqrmer connexion
in the laft century. The fourth was Mr. Jfaac Fones, {on of Mr.
Rees Fones.. Mr. Rees Jones was one of the three who having
been a long time affiftants, were ordained this year at Pentre, to
fucceed the late paftor. The other two were Mefirs. Fobn Evans
(2 kinfman of Dr. Caleb Ewans), and Mergan Ewans. Mr.
Ifaac Yones was a very promifing young man. Towards the
clofe of life, he fupplied in a proliationary way at Lynn, Norfolk;
but his health being impaired, he returned to Wales, and the
affliftion ended in death. L .

This year, by the friendly interpofition of the late Dr. Lie-
avelyn, the Gentlemen Managers of the Particular Baptift Fund in
London were pleafed to allot a fum of money to encouragﬂt_: a

miffion
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miflion into Noreh Wales, particularly the counties of Merionet)s,

Carnarvon and Anglefea; in thofe counties, and part of Denbigh-

fhire, the Baptifts were comparatively unknown. Mr. David
Ewans, the paftor at Dolau, made the firlt attémpt this year, gnd
was encouraged to repeat his vifit. After that the minifters \ﬁn‘
from the South commonly two at a time. At this Affociation

Dr. Llewelyn lodged part of the money in the hands of Mr. Wil-

liams of Ebenexer, and 2 fum in my hands, and withed us to do

what we could in the affair; but as my refidence was fo far out

of the way, the whole bufinefs at length devolved on Mr. #il-

liams, and he exerted himfelf much to promote the defign.

1777. Carleon:  11th and 12th June. Brother Giorge Rees
preached from 2z Cor. v. 18. and Brother Hugh Ewans from Luke
xil. 43. This was the laft time Mr. Ewvans honoured this Affo-
ciation ; and the firt tifhe was in 1736, fo that he rendered his
kind fervice to this Aflociation above forty years. This year the
numbers ftood thus: Baptized 216, dead 67, excluded 41,
reftored 11, Increafe 119. Bruther Besjamin Francis preached
in the evening from 1 Cor. ii. z. Glyn, Salem and Szanfea without
paftors. Mr. Daniel Garnon died this year, an aged ordained
minifter at Llangloffan, but had lately removed his communion
to Ebenezer.

The churches had been previoufly defired to give their opinion
at this meeting whether it would be expedient for Brother Fofbua
Thomas to print the hiflory of the Wellh Baptifts in their native
language; that the work might be laid afide, or fec forward, as
he could not think of printing it without their approbation. The
refult was, that every church not only gave aflent to the eligibi-
lity of the defign, but contributed more or lefs to help it on.

The new church formed in 1776, at Wern, now Zrofnan:, near
Pouffpool, was received into the connexion, My, Miles Edwards
pattor, fon of the late Mr. 7. Edwards, paftor at Llarwenarth.
‘Thofe who feparated from Newcaftle and Catmarsher were not
admitted into the connexion, but were advifed to re-unite. The
miflion to the North continued ; fometimes one minifter went,
commonly two.

1778, Salém. Third Wednefday and Thurfday in Fune.
Brothet Thomas Phillips, paftot at Carleon, preached from Afts
xv. 16, and Brother Benjamin Francis from Luke x. z. Baptiz-
ed 1¢9; dead 54, excluded g5, reftored 11, Increafe 61. The
two Tleparated focieties continued fo yet, and wifhed to be re-
ceived into the Affociation ds two churches. The fubjeét was
then confidered afrefh; and it appeared, that after {o many
years trial, the beft way to promote peace and love was, to con-
tinue feparate; and both churches were received. ‘That, near
Newcaftle, was called Graig, from a new meeting-houfe they had
ere&ted: That in Carmarthen, Priory-fireet, their place of wor-
fhip being in the ftreet of that name. Anether young church
iormed in 1777, called now St. Nicholas, after the name of the

' ‘ E 2 parifh
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parith, was received into the connexion. This made the num-
ber 28.

This year died Mr. Fobr Price, a young candidate at Llan-
avenarth. TheTuelday evening Brother David Davis preached
from Rev.1. 13. The conftitucnts of the church at St. Nicholas
were 24, all baptized fince the lalt Affociation. This vear, and
two years before, the names of all the minifters who engaged in
prayer are inferted.

1779. Glyn, Denbighfbire. gth and 10th of Fawe. This was
in the North, though the church originated from Wiexbam. In
April preceding the Affociation, Mr, Dawid Ewvans, the firft who
went on this miffion, publicly baptized two in a riverin Anglefea,
and a few days before this meeting ten more were baptized in
that ifland. Hence, a number from that, and other counties in
the North, came to Glyn to fee what an Aflociation was, and
they were defirous to have as many fermons as pofiible. Brother
Sobn Williams, the paftor at Llangloffan, preached from John i.
1—3. and Brother Semuel Medley, of Liverpool, in Englifh, from
Zech. ix. 16, 17. repeated in Welth by Brother T. Phillips; af-
ter a little refrethment, Brother Srepber Dawis, paltor of the new
church at Carmartten, preached from Mat. xvi. z4. and Brother
George Rees from Aftsxi. z1.  This year baptized 161, dead 40,
excluded 3z, reftored 16, Increafe 105. From this meeting
Meflrs. Stephen Dawis, of Carmarthen, and Dawvid Fones and paftor
of Pen-y-garn, went to Anglefea, where, on the 20th of Fune,
three more were baptized ; and on that day they formed the
fifteen into a church, and adminiftred the Lord’s fupper to them.
The church is called Eéenezer. : .

Previous to the Glyz meeting, a book had .been -printed in
Welth, containing fome things regarding the Trinity, which
many fuppofed heterodox. In this letter, the Affociation tefti-
fied their difapprobation of them, as a Baptilt was fuppofed to
be the author of the book. From that time there have been im-
prudent exprefiions introduced upon an article not underftood.
After this Affociation died Mr. Dawvid Fones, formerly the paftor
at #Wrexham, by whofe miniftry the Glyn church had been raifed.
He was originally a member of Moleffon. In 1779, died alfo Mr.
Fokn Hophins, of Sawanfea, and Mr. Fobn Griffith, of Rbydwilim,
bath aged ufeful helps.

1780. Llanwenarth. 13th, 14th, and 15th of Fuze, Laft
year they began to read the letters from the churches on the
Tuefday afternoon, that Wednefday might be moftly employed
in praying and preaching. Here the churches are all named in
the addrels; the Anglefea church formed laft year being now
admitted, made the number 29, All the focieties in peace, Bro-
ther Zechariah Thomas preached from Gal. vi, 14. and Brother
Caleb Evans, of Briffl, from 1 Tim. 1. 15. After proper re-
frethment, Brother Benjamin Francis preached from 1 Thefl. ii.
13. and Brother Dzvid Ewans from Epb. i. 23. DBaptized 166,

dead 94, eéxcluded 31, reftored 19, Increafe 6o. Th
is
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'This year died Mr. Dawvid Owen, of Llanelliy fon to the late
paftor therc, of the fame name; and Mr. Francis Lewis, paltor
at Newbury, Berks, originally a member of Llanwenarth.

1781,  Llangloffan. 13th and 14th of Fune. Tuelday even-.
ing, Brother William Williams, of Ebenexer, preached from
Heb. iii. 7, 8; and on Wednefday, Brother Jfobn Thomas from
Jer. iii. 23, and Brother Benjamin Francis from Matt. xxv. 21.
Baptized zo2, dead 77, excluded 51, reftored 3z, received by
letters 4, Increafe 110. A wilh was exprefled to have the Con-
feflion of Faith reprinted. Some churches very profperous. A
meeting-houfée was wanted in 4nglefea; the churches were de-
fired to contribute towards it, and {end their calle@ions to Bro-
ther William Williams, of Ebenexer ; Brother Dawid Ewans, of
Dolau; or Brother David Jones, of Pen-y-garn, in or before
Ottober next. ‘This year died Meflrs. Richard Watkins, of Peny-
fai, and Daniel Thomas of Rbydwilim, two acceptable affitants.

1782. Blaenan. 1z2th and 13th of Fure. Brother Fames T homas,
the paltor at Pant-tég, formerly Newcaftle, preached Tuefday
evening ; his text is not mentioned in the letter ; and Wednef-
day, Brother George Rees from Zech, iii. 4. and Brother Benja-
min Francis from Luke xiv. 23. Here the zg churches zre named
and numbered. Diforders in {fome churches were complained of.
Baptized 195, dead 63, excluded 29, refbored 22, Increafe 1z1.

1783. Cilfowyr. 4th and gth of Fune. Morgan Rees, the
paftor at Llanelli, preached Tuelday evening from 1 Pet. ii. 4.
and Wednefday, Brother Miles Edwards, paltor at Trofnant, from
Pfal. xciii. 5. and Brother Zhomas Thomas, then of Perfbore,
Worceffer/bire, but now at Mill-yard, London, from Rom. v. 11,
Churches in peace. Additions to moft. Baptized 180, dead 3g,
excluded 36, reftored 22, Increafe 77. This year, both Norsh
and South Wales fuftained a great lofs in the death of the
defervedly refpetted Tuomas Lreweryn, L. L. D. He was
a cordfal friend to his native country, both in a civil and religi-
ous fenfe. The letter of this year records the death of Mr.
William Hughes, a worthy colleague in the miniftry at Llarell: ;
and alfo the deceafe of Mr. Evan Thomas, the faithful and aged

aftor at Moleffon, of whom it is noted, that he had attended
the Affociation near fifty years, and it was believed had been
abfent but once in all that length of time.

1784. Pen-y-garn. The 2d Wednefday and Thurf{day in Fare.
The letters were read here upon Tuefday afternoan. Peace in
the churches. The death of ufeful members is lamented, parti-
cularly of Mr. Dawvid Thomas, the refpetable paftor at Pant-tég,
for many years. He came from the Independents about forty
years before. He had been exercifed with many trials, and bore
fruit in old age. e was a judicious man. By appointment he
preached at a quarterly meeting in Pemébrokefbire, May 1779,
from Gal. ii. 16. The minifters then prefent requefted him to
favour them with the difcourfe; he complied; the fubject is
Jultification. It was preached, and is printed in Wellh. This

' yens



AN A {dISTORY OF THFE

year alfo died Mr. Thomas Dawis, the paflor at Fairford, in
Gloucefterfbire 5 he ferved that church with great acceptance above
forty years. He was originally a member' of Pentre. The
fame year died Mr. Thomas Dawvid of Cilfowyr, an acceptable
affiftant there. At this meeting Brother David Evans, of Graig,
preached from Zech. ix. 9, and Brother Caleb Evans, of Briftel,
from Pfal. exix. 129. Inthe afiernoon, Brother Fobr Richard,
a colleague at Graig, from Lukeii. 10, and Brother Henry Dawid,
a collcague at Llangloffan, from John i. 14. and after him Bro-
ther Benjamin Morgan, now paftor at Bridgewater, Somerfet, from
Zech. iv. 2. Baptized 295, dead 86, excluded g3, ditmifled 3,
reftored 26, Increafe 179. The churches were advifed not to
reccive [trangers into communion without a letter from the church- .
es to which they belonged, or fome certainty of their being
orderly members. 4
By this time the Baptifts were increafing in North Fales. A
tolerably large meeting-houfe was erefted chiefly in 1731, near’
the centre of Arglefea. A confiderable part of the money to de-
fray the expence was procured in South Wales, by the influence
of Mr. Williams of Eéenezer, Dr. Llewelyn of London, and Mr.
David Ewvans of Delau. Mr. Williams exerted himfelf honor-
ably in this affair, and, difficulties being furmounted, the houfe
was named as his own place of worthip is, viz. Ebenezer. /-
1785. Graig, near Newcaftle. 2d. Wednefday and Thurf-
vay in Fuae. Tuelday evening,Brother Zechariah Thomas preached
frem Cant. il. 9. Wednefday, Brother David Jones, of Pen-y-
garn, izem 2 Tim. i, 10. and Brother Zhomas Thomas from John
viii. 32. Feace Increziing in the focieties. Three young churches
received into fcllowfhip: Beaumaris in Anglefea; Roe on the
borders of the counties of Caraarwon and Denbigh ; and 7wyn-~
gueen in Mommouthibire. The churches now 32, all named inthe
Jetter. D~tized 332, dead 71, excluded 56, difmiffed 1, re-
ftored 21, ancreule 2.5 The letter mentions the death of Mr,
Timotpy Thonas, one of the colleagues at Graig, who died in
1784, but afier the Aflociation at Pen-y-garn. This year alfo
died Mr. I¥:lliam Hariis, the paflor at Ghn, a very promifing
young man, originally a2 member of Prioryfirect, Carmarthen.
" 156 Penire. 14th and 15th of Yure. Tuefday evening,
Brother Miles Edwards preached from Pfal. xxxvi. 7. Wednefl
day, Brother Henry David, of Llangloffan, from .Jer. xv. 1g.
Then Brother Caleb Evans, of Briflol, in Englith, from 1 Johniv,
10, whofe difcourfe was briefly repeated in Welth by Fofug
Thomas of Leominfler. After that Drother George Rees preached
from 2 Cor. v. 4. The churches at Molefton, Glyn, and others,
complained that they wereas fheep without {hepherds. Bap-
tized 410, inclading the new churches, dead 93, cxcluded 59,
reftored 29, difmifled s, received by letter §, Ingreafe 287. New
churches this year, 1ffrad-dafodog, in Glamorganfsire, raifed up
rovidentially without much connexion with any church. Newvin,
wn Carnarwonftire; they foon built two goad mceting-ho}::fes_
' ‘ ) ' there
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there, one in the town, and the other at a proper diftance in the
coantry, which they called $4/e.  Another new church in the
fame county near Creckith ; they likewife ercéted a meeiing-houfe
and called it Horeb. And a fourth church in Merisneihjbire;
their new place of worlhip was called Ramath, a few miles north-
welt of Harleigh, Mr. David Morris, who afterwards died at
Carmarthen, was of great fervice in the miniftry, and in ere&ting
meeting houfes at Newviw and Salem, then but one church: and
Mr. Dawid Hughes was aétive and fuccefsful in the two churches
Horeb and Ramoth. Yfirad, Newvin, Horeb, and Ramorh, lent let-
ters to this convention, and were all admitted into the connexion.
And after the Affociation, the fame fummer, another church was
formed at Newbridge, in Denbighpbire, between Wrexham and
Ofaveffry. The conftituents of it were members from the two
churches at Wrexbam and Glyz, both of whom gave their confent
and approbatiop to this incorporation. Mr. Fenkin Dawvis, who
had been for fome time at Beawmaris, in Anglefea, removed to
the paftoral care of this new church. This year died Mr. Serk
Morris, who had been lately fettled paftor at Ebenexer, in Anple-
Jta; and, before the end of the year, Mr. jfobn Thomas, pafior at
Maes-y-berllan, and Mr. William Williams, his colleague. Breach
upon breach. This year alfo died Mr. David Evans, av Biggle-
Jwade, Bedfordfbire, origirally a member at Molzten, Pembrote.
Jhire. Churches now 36 in namber.

1787.  Priovy-fireet, Carmarthen. Second Wednefday and
Thurfday in June. Ilere the letters were read Tuefday evening,
in order to have more time for preaching ncxt day. The fate
of the churches various. Some very peaceable and profperous,
but others not fo. Minifterial gifts increafing in feverai places,
which alfo is mentioned in the letters moft years. Wednefdav,
Brother Dawid Fones preached from Mal. i. 11, and Brother T4o-
mas Thomas, then of Perfbore, from 1 John ii. 3; and in tie after-
noon Brother Fob David, of Frome, originally 2 member of Pen-y-
Jfai, from 2z Cor. iv. y7. and Brother Timothy Thomas, of dber-
dnar, from Ifaiah liii. 10. Baptized 402, dead 71, exciuded
72, reltored 28, received by letters 3, Increafe zgo. New
churches received here were, Lianfachreth, near Holyhead, in A.:gle-
JSea; Newbridge above mentioned; Newadd, in Brecknockisive,
which had been a diftant branch of Maes-y-derllan, now peaceably
formed for conveniency ; and the Engine, Glamorganfire, orga-
nized fome time before, though not 1 the connexion. This made
the number of churches 40.

Agreed, that, if contention fhould arife inany church likely to
make a breachin it, none of our minifters thould either prexch to
them, or in any way encouragea feparation among them, tili che
matter be firlt confidered at the Affociation, or at a quarterly
meeting, or ata meeting of minifters called for the purpofe. Ke-
pbrled that 2 new impreflion of a Pocxer Biarg, ip Weil,
with references, like Cann's, was in the prefs. Faithful mini.
ﬁgrg were requefted to go znd aflit where the harvelt was
' 4 groat
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great, but the labourers few. Thanks were voted to Mr. Benja-
min Fraycis for his WersH Hymns vror Pubic Worsurr,
This year died Mr. Rees Fones, the fenior paftor at Pertre; and
Mr. Foln Morgan, an aged, ufeful affiftant at Maes-y-berllan ; and
Mr. Dawid Ewans, the pattor at Thorn, Bedfordfhire, originally
amcmber of Aberduar, avaluable young wan, aged 131.

1788, Llamerchmédd, in Anglefea, belonging to Llanfachreth,
2d Wednefday and Thurfday in Juze. In this country, they
were eager to have as much preaching as poffible. Several of
the mimfters came about 12 on the Tuefday. Brother Morgan
Rees, paftor at Pen-y-garn, (Mr. David Jones was removed to
Graig), preached from Hab. iii. . and Brother -Dawid Powel,
from Matt. xvii. 26. The fame evening, Brother Gabrie/ Rees
prezched from Luke xxiv, 26, and Brother Benjamin Phillips,
paftor at Salem, in Carmarthenfbire, from Exod. il1. 3. Wednef-
day, Brother Dawid Ewans, of Delau, preached from Rev.i. 20.
znd Brother Benjamin Dawies, in Englifh and Welfh, from John
ill. 19. and Brother Henry David from Eph. iii. 8. This letter
takes an affe@ionate and refpe@ful notice of the death of Mr.
Ewan David, the worthy pafter of Bethefda, where he ferved
fait:: ully near forty years; he was firft a member of RhAydwilim
thea <7 Llanglsffan. To whom muft be added, Mr. Fames Thomas
an accep:zhle fucceflor to the late paftor at Pant-tég, who died in
the prime of life; and Mr. Samfor Davis, an affiftant at Llanelli.
H<c came from the Indcpendents, and had been in the miniftry
many vears. Baptized 513, dead go, excluded 80, reftored 44,
difmificd 15. Increafe 368. After the letters were read, Brother.
Dawid Ewans, paftor at Cilfowyr, preached from Phl. exlix. 2.
and Brother Timothy Thomas from Ifa. xiv. 3z, The circular
letter was drawn ep by Mr. Themas Morris, the paftor.

New charches this year. Llandyfaen, near Llandilo, in Car-
marthenfbire, a church confifting of forty-fix members the firft
year. The New Houfe, in Back-lane, Swanfea: This was rather
an unhappy feparation from the old church'in that town. M{.
Lewis Thomas, the fenior paftor at Cilfowyr, was removed;to his -
long home aftér this Affociation. Mr. Rees David, paftor of a
Bapift church at Norwich, originally a member of Penyfai, died
this year. He was a fenfible and popular young man.

As the churches were now become {o numerous and fo dif-
tantly fituzted, the letter propofed to their confideration, w_heghexj
it wouid not be advantageous to have more than one Affociation.

178g. Maes-y-berllar. gth and 10th of June. The addrefs in
the circular letter, ever fince 1735, exprefled an approbation of
the Confeflion of Faith republifhedin 1689, except twice qrthree
times, when, neverthelefs, the general contents of it were exprefl-
ed without mentioning the Confeffion. But, ever fince 1779, there
had been fome whifperings about the commonly received doltrine
of the Trinity ; and fome objeions to figning any formularies
compofed by fallible men. But ftill the addrefs was in fubftance
the fame, and the Confeffion fully referred to. At this meem]-ng

the
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the fubje®t was debated. Part of the affembly were for the anci-
ent method, and part for altering it. The form of words was
confiderably changed. Some were pleafed, and others bore with
it.

Tuefday cvening, the letters were read; the churches moftly
in peace ; additions to all but two. Baptized 603, dead 87, ex-
cluded 101, reftored 5o, Increafe 465. Wednefday, Brother
Willian Williams, of Ebenexzer, near Cardigan, preached from
Neh. viii. z; and Brother Caleb Ewans, of Briffol, from A3s xv.
29. In the afternoon, Brother Gabriel Rees preached from 1 T'im.
vi. 6. and Brother Benjamin Francis from Rom. vi. 15. Three new
churches were received ; Aberyffwyth, in the north of Cardigan-
Jbire; Nottage, formerly a remote branch of Pen-y-fai ; and Bryn-
Salem, whofe conftituents had long been diftant members of Psz-
y-fai and Swanfea, and fupplied from both places.

About the clofe of 1788, came out in Welfh, a tra& upon
Infant Baptifm, by Mr. Benjamin Evans, a minifter near Cardigan ;
and in 1780, an Anfwer to it by Mr. William Richards, of Lynn,
Norfolk, originally a member of Salem, in Carmarthenfbire, well
acquainted with his native language, and with the Baptifmal con-
troverfy. Mr. Bewjamin Evans publifhed a Rejoinder; and Mr.
Richards replied again. It was agreed that next year the Affocia-
tion fhould be divided into three, and the churches were defired
to cornfider to which they would refpeétively join. This feparation
was to be made in love, with a view to enlarge and eftablith the
intereft of Chrift.

1790.  Dolau, in Radnorjfbire. gth and 10thof June. Tuefday
cvening, the letters were read ; moft of the churches in peace;
greatadditions to fome. Baptized 544, dead 84, excluded 101,
reftored 42, received by letter 7, difmifled 1, Increafe 407.
Wednefday, Brother Edmund Watkins preached from Luke xiv.
22, 23; and Brother Benfamin Francis from Phil. iii. 16. In
the afternoon, Brother Fobn Evans, of Ree, preached from 2z Cor.
iv. 7; and Brother Dawid Jones from Ifaiah Ix. 7; and, lafily,
Brother Fofbua Thomas, of Leominfler, from Jofhua xxi. 43.

" The Thurfday is always employed in reading the circular letter,
and in attention to other bufinefs; fo that,in fa&, the aflociation
continues three days. Being prefent, I was admitted into the con-
vention on Thur{day. There was nothirg faid about the manner of
the addrefs fo much debated the year before; yet, in the printed
Jetter, it is confiderably altered from that of laft year. The Con-
feflion of 1689 is referred to better than it was the year before, yet
not quite in the former manner. 1 took the liberty to move the
reprinting of that Confeflion in Welfh, and the revifing the firlt
edition which is very fcarce and incorre&. The moderator rea~
dily feconded the motion ; and I do not recolle& to have heard
one negative voice. Hence it was inferted in the letter, that the
members of each quarterly meeting in the connexion fhould
conftder among themfelves whether it would be right to Print itas
it is, only revifing the language, or to make any alierations, ind'
' o : then
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then fead their thoughts to Brother Yofbua Thomas, of Leominficr
who is appointed to correit it. And now I remark, upon the
whole, there has of late years been fome difference in the expref-
fions of certain perfons upon the confeffedly deep and myfterious
dottrine of the adorable Trinity. Minifters ufed words, perhaps
without caution, then onc acculed the other, probably beyond
the real guilt, and therc has been fome improper warmth on each
fide. Several attacks have been made upon the peace and ortho-
doxy of our brethren in the Principality through the courfe of
this century ; but they have hitherto been mercifully preferved
from many errors that prevail in other places ; may they ftill be
kept found in do&trine, and circum{pet in conduét.

The new chuarch at Nearh, Glamorganfhire, was admitted this
year, making the number forty-fix; and the whole were formed
into THREE Associ1aTIONS, ths, o

The Norrbhern, canfifing of the churches at Ghn, Newbridge,

Denbighfbive 5 Ramoth, Merionethfbire ; Horch, Salem, ayd Roe,
Carnarvonfbire; Beaumaris, Ebenexer; and Lianfachreth, Anglefea :
nine in all.
" The Eaffern, in South Wales. Dolax and Pentre, Radnorfbire ;
Builikh, Maes-y-berllan, and Chapel-y-ffm, Brecknockfpire; Llanwe-
narth, Blaengu, Peny-garn, Trofnant Twwyngwyn, Uk, Caerleon,
and Betbe/da, in Monmout bfbire ; f[engoed, Yfrad-dafodeg, St.
Nicholas, ~Nottage, Pen-y-fai, and Neath, in Glamorganidire :
nineteen in all.

The Weffernin SouthWales. Bryn-Salem, Engine, Swanfea, Back
Lane in Swanfea, Glamsrganfbire ; Llanelli, Priory Street, Porth-
tyuypll, Salem, Rbydwilim, Graig, Pant-1ég, Aberduar, and Llan-
dyfaen, Carmarthenfbive ;' Moleffon Liangloffan, Ebenexer, and €Cil
Sowyr, Pembrokefbire ; and Aberyflavyth, Cardiganfbire ; thele are
eighteen in all.

N.B. The new church at Nevadd is now called Builth, and
Olchen is called Chapel-y-ffm 5 Olchon is in Herefordfbire, Chapel-
y-ffn in Brecknockjbire, yet butabout two miles diftant from each
other. The latter have a meeting-houfe, the former never had a
proper one. ' :

In the letter, it is obferved, that this divifion of the churehes
into three aflociations was effetted inlove and harmony ; and that,
fhould circumftznces require it in future, they will all meet by de-
paties in a General Aflembly, as well to advife and afift each
other, as to brighten the golden chain of fellowthip; and, fhould
minifters or members of one Affociation go to another, they fhall
for that time enjoy equal privileges with thofe who are real
members. It was agreed that each Aflociation fhould have liberty
1o chufe whom they pleafed to preach, out of all the three con-
ventions. 'The firft Affociation to be at Hengeed, the firft Wed-
nefday and Thurfday in June 17913 Brother David Evans, of
Dilau, to preach’s in cafe of failure, Brother Morgan Lwans, of
Pentre. The fecond at Swwanfea, the fecond Wednefday and
Thurfday in June; Brother William Williams, of Ebenever, “l)-.
S preac
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preach, or Brother G, Rees. The third to be at Salem (Roe), the
firlt Wednelday and Thurfday in July, Brother Zechariah Thomas
to preach, or Brother Morris JFones.

Some of the minifters having advifed Brother Zechariah Thomar
to draw up a fketch on chyrch difcipline, and propofe it for a cir-
cular letter; he did fo, and read it at the Afsciation. After a
very little amendment, it was agreed to by the whole body.
This was a very prudent ftep to afift the young churches, and
to promote order, and fome degree of uniformity through the
whole, though now in three bodies, or diftricts. A large im-
preflion was foon {ubfcribed for.

This year died Mr. Morgan Harris, the acceptable affifting col-
league' at Llanwenarth; his father and grandfather had been
worthy paftors at Blaenau. After the Affociation died Mr. David
Ewans, the truly valuable paftor at Dolax, who was appointed to
preach at the very next Aflociation. He had exerted himfelf
much to promote the infant caufe in North Wales, and indeed
planned the miflion for that part of the Principality.

The former and prefent names of the BApT1sT CHURCHES
in WaLEs; the years they were refpectively formed or
received into the connexion, and the page in the preced-
ing fheets where fome account is given of moft of them.

No. Names. Years. Page. No. Names. Years.Page.
1 Olchon ~ 1633 3 1z Cilfowyr 1704 30
2 Ilfton 1649 § 13 Pen-y-fai 1726 43

& Hay, including ' 14 Pentre 1727 ib.
Olchon, revivedin 1650 6 15 Pen-y garn 1729 44
3 Llanharan § ib. ib. 16 Molefton I731 4%

. 4 Carmarthen b, 9 17 Llanelli 1735 48
5 Abergavenny 1652 38 18  Aberduar 1742 352
6 Ruthacre I§68 21 91 Llangloffan 1745 53
7 Llingwm "% 13 20 Bethefda 1747 54
8 Rlaenau 2t Glyn 1764 6o
g Glandwr } 1696 26 22 Ebenezer 1767 62

10 Trofgocd ‘1699 ib. 23 Dark-gate 1768 5.

’.!, RaanF + 28 24 Caerleon 1771 }63

§ The miftake of Llanafan which has been put for Llanharan is recti-
cdl beripning of the Appendix fo this hiftory.
ﬁcﬂ l(r;ftlflasgwm ‘zn'd Llantrifaint in Monmnmh[hu_-e fe_.-e P- 23, and
Ap-l!,el-rzf.‘\:lxn.or then inoluding what. is now called Dolau and _Pentre.
This church'\\':\s formed probably before 16,49, but perhaps mixt, and
in the connexion before 1700. fee p. 29. )
noi‘?;ull joincd the connexion in 1772. The.fol_lowmg dates moftly fhew
Lh; year when the churches Jm_ncd the affociation, :

w

25 Uk
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No. Names. Years Page. No. Names. Year.Page,
s Utk 'zyz 15 3; l;amolh l 1986 o1
26 Salem 1773 16, 33 Ytrad )
27 Trofnant 1777 67 39 Llanfachreth
8 Graig 40 Newbridge 78y b,
=9 Priory-freet % 1778 ib. 41 Neuadd,now Builth(
30 St Nicholas 42 Engine
31 Ebenezer,Anglefearyyg 68 43 Liand-y-faen
32 Beaumaris 44 2dChurchSwanfea %‘ 1738 72
33 Roe, now Salem 1785 7o 45 Aberyftwyth
3¢ Twyngwyn 46 Nottage 1789 53
35 Nevin } 47 Bryn Salem

1786 71
36 Horeb 48 Neath 1790 74

The number of churches here is 48, but the old church at Caermarthen
was diffolved in the tronblefome times (See page 23). From Lladharan
they removed to Llantrifaint in Glamorganfhire ; in the perfecutions
they exifted at Kelligér and Craig-yr-allt, but at Hengoed fince 1710
(See p. 34, and Appendix). Llangwm and Llantrifaint in Monmouth-
fhire diffolved about 174z (Sec p. 32). So in 1790, thg number was
46, but the following names are changed, Ifton is now called Swanfea ;
Abergavenny, Llanwenarth ; Ruthacre, Rhydwilim ; Glandwr, Pant-tég,
Trofgoed, Mazes-y-berllan; Radnor, pow Dolau, While the churches
worfhipped in dwelling houfes they were obliged to fhift from one place
to another, and as times changed, the names often changed. Scveral of
the chyrches now meet in two counties, as Aberduar, Pant-tég, Graig,
Cilfowyr, Ebenezer, &c. Thefe five are on the eaft or fouth of the river
Teivy which divides Cardiganfhire from thofe of Pembroke and Car-
marthen; yet all thefe five churches have many members, and a number of
meeting-houfes and preaching places, in Cardiganfhire, where there have
been Baptifts, and nat a few, ever fince the Commonwealth, though no
church is named there now but Aberyftwyth lately formed. Glandwr
was in Cardiganfhire.

A LisT of the BAPTIST AssocraTions in the Prince-
PALITY of WALES, &c. and of the Minifters who preach
ed at thofe Meetings, as near as they could be collected,
with a reference to the pages in this hiftory where moft o{
them are mentioned.

Year. Month. Place. Page.
1650 9th manth Iifton 6.
1651 1t Carmarthen 7
1653 sth Abergavenny 8
1654 ift Aberafon 10
1654 (29} 4 Jlantrifaint 1}
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Year. Month, Place, Page.
1655 1ft Hay 14
1656 sth Brécknock 15
1689 September London 21
1690 June Ditto ib.
1691 June Ditto 24
1692 May Ditte ibe
1693 April Briftol ibe
1694 April Ditto 25
1693 March Ditto 1b.
1696 November Ditto ib.
1697 Ditto 26
1698 June Taunton ib.
1699 Whitfun-week  Ditto ibe

The two laft of thefe affociations were at Taunton, Somerfet; where
Mr. Thomas Whinnel was then paftor. He was one of thofe who figned
the Confeflion of Faith in the General Affembly at London in 168y.
Here we have 18 affociations in the laft century; feven of them were
held in Wales. Four of the above met in London, and the reprefenta.
tives of feveral churches in Wales with them. The other feven were
properly the Weftern affociation, to which lettars, or meflengers, from
the Principality were fent; a praétice which continued for above half
this century. And Pen-y-garn, one of the Welfh churches, appears in
the Weftern Affociation letter fo late as 1770,

In the prefent Century it will be needlefs to infert the month
of each meeting, if the following remarks are remembered.
From 1500 to 1707, the time of meeting was in May or June;
from thence until 1753 in the Whitfun-week ; and from r7;
to 17g0'it hath {eldom failed to be on the fecond Wednefday
and Thurfday of June. The two days are commonly named ;
but for many years the Brethren have met Tuefday afiernoon,
and feparatéd Thurfday. afternoon. Ilave no account of any
fermon preached at the affociation in the laft century, either
in Wales, London, or Briftol; but meflengers met chiefly to
confult for the benefit of the churches. The firft information
[ have of a fermon at an affociation, in the Principality, is in
the letter of 1703, which appoints one to be preached the fol-
lowing year. The letters make no mention of the perfon wha
preached at the meeting, they only fay who was appointed for
next time, and thusit continued to 1734. Crofby ¥ fays, that a
{ermon was preached at the Aflociation in London in 1704.
Probably it begun in London and Wales the fame year. Thefe
hints premifed, I proceed to the lift.

* In his hiftory of the Baptifts, vol. iv. 9. 4.
1700



"
Year.
1700
1701
1702
¥703
1704
170§
1706
1707
1708
1709
1710
171X
1712
1713
1714
3715
1716
1717
1716
X719
1720
1721
1722
31723
1724
17235
1726
1727
1728
1529
1730
31731
1732
1733

A HISTORY OF THE

Place. Page. Perfons appoinfed to preach the enfuing year,

Llanwenarth 27

Ditto ik

Swanfea a8

Llanwenarth 29 Rich. Williams to preacly next year

Swanfea ib,  Philip James.

Llanwenarth 30 Abel Morgan.

Swanfea 3t Morgan Griffiths.

Llanwenarth 32 Nathan Davis, or Caleb Evans.

Rhydwilim ib,  John Jenkins, or Samuel Jones.

Trofgoed 33 I have not the letter of this year,
34 Nor this, fo know mnot tire place.

Hengoed, probably,35 I could never find the leltel;qf 1711,

Llanwenarth 37 Nor of 1712,

Rhydwilim ib. Nathan Davis to preach next year.
Swanfea 38

Blacnau ibﬁ{ _

Llanwenarth ib." John Jenkins, or Nathan Davis.
Blaenau ib.  Morgan Griffiths, or John Harris.
Llanelli 39

Rhydwilim ié. John Jenkins, or John Harris.
Trofgoed ibs  John Harris, or Enoch Francis.
Coomb 40 Enoch Francis, or Wm. Meredith.
Hengoed ib. David James, or Nathan Davis.
Llanwenarth 41 Nathan Davis, or Samue! Jones.
Blaenau 7. Samuel Jores, or Wm. Meredith.
Llanelli 42 Caleb Evans, or William Phillips.
Cilfowyr /6. Nathan Davis, or Morgan Griffiths,
Swanlea 43 Morgan Jones, or Enoch Francis.
Rhydwilim 6. Enoch Francis, or John Phillips..
Llangloffan 44 Joha Jenkins, or Caleb Evans.
Hengoed ib.

Llanwenarth 45 Griffith Jones, or John Jénkins.
Blaenau b, John Jenkins, or Myles Harrys.
Pen-y-fai 46 Enoch Francis, or Roger.David.

Thus far there was only one fermon preached' at the affocia~
tion. From this year forward, two in general, and fometimes
«more; particularly of late years. And from henceforth, the
letters commonly inform us who preached, and on what

text.

Pen-y-garn 47 Enoch Francis, Matt. xxiv, 45.
Bernard Fofkett, 2 Tim. iv, 7,

Llanelli ib. Roger David only, 1 Tim. iv .16,

1732
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Year, Place. Page. Perfons who preached,
1736 Rhydwilim 48 Miles Harrys, Rom. x. 13.
Hugh Evans, Eph. iii. 8.
1737 Newcaltlo ib. Morgan Griffiths, Aé&s xxvi. 2%,
1738 Hengoed 50 Thomas Matthias, Jer. iii. 135
1739 Llanwenarth b, Griffith Jones, 1 Cor. iv. 1, 2.
Hugh Evans, Phil. iv. 8.
31740 Cilfowyr ib. Morgan Harris, Job xxxiii, 23
Hugh %vans, 2 Kings ii. 14.
1741  Blaenau s§1  David uwen, 1 Cor. xvi. T0.
Bernard Fofkett, 1 Thefl. i. 5.
174> Llangloffan 52 Griffith Davis, and Hugh Evans
1743 Cilfowyr ib.  Miles Harrys, Jer. xv. 1g.
- Evan Jenkins, 2 Tim. ii. 19.
1744 Pen-y-garn 53 Dav.Thomas, Cilfowyr, 1 Chro.Xxix. 1.
Hugh Evans, Ifa. Ixii. 6, 7.
1745 Pentre ib. Thomas Edwards, 2 Tim. ii. 15.
Evan Jenkins, Heb. xii. 3.
1746 Swanfea 16, Griffith Jones, 2 Chron. xv, 4.
Evan Jenkins, Jude 21.
1747 Brechfa 54 Evan Thomas, John xxi. 17. .
Evan Jenkins, i Thefl. ii. 1z.
1748 Garth ib.  Griffith Jones, 1 Cor, ii. z.
. Hugh Evans, 2 Cor. v. z0.
31749 Llanelli ‘ ib. Griffith Thomas, 2 Cor. v. 11.

Dav. Thomas, Cilfowyr, Matt, xxii. 4.
Griffith Jones, 2 Cor. xiii. 2.

1750 Molefton §5 Evan Jenkins, Matt. xvi. 18.
John Thomas, 2 Tim, iv. §.

1751 Hengoed 56 Griffith Davis and Evan Jenkins.

3752 Aberddar 76. Edmund Watkins, Mark xvi. 15.

Caleb Harris, Col. iv. 3, 4.
17§3 Maefdorglwyd ib. Dav. Thomas, Cilfowyr, 1 Tim. iv. 16.
Griffith Davis, Eph. iii. §.

1754 Rhydwilim ib. Caleb Harris, 2 Tim. ii. 25.
Miles Harrys, 1 Cor. XV. 34.

1755 Bethefda ib. Rich. Jones, 2 Tim. iv. 2.
Hugh Evans, 2z Tim.ii. 1.

1756 Llandyfyl s7 Miles Harrys, Rev. xiv, 6, 7.

Griffith Davis, Acts v. 42.
J757 Llanwenarth ib. Timothy Thomas, t Cor. ix. 16,
"Hugh Evans.
1758 Llangloffan, ib, David Owen, Col.iv. 17.
Hugh Evans, 1 Cor. i, 23, 34.
1759
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Year. Place. Page. Perfons who preached.
1759 Blaenau s8 Lvan Thomas, Luke xii. 42.
Hugh LEvans, Adts xx. 24.
LEdmund Watkins, Luke xiv. 23.
Renjamin Francis, Titus ii. 14.
5761 Pen-y-garn 59 Dav.Thomas, Newcaftle, Mat. xxi. 4.
Hugh Evans, Rom. i. 16.
Jobn Williams, Col. i. 28.
Benjamin Francis, 1 Pet. ii. 2.
1793 Swanfea 60 Dav.Thomas, Rhydwilim. Pfa.li. 13
’ . Hugh Evans, Eph. iv. 12, 13.
Caleb Evaus, Phil, it. 1.
Lewis James, 2 Tim. ii. 18,
Hugg_Evans,- Hof. xiv. 5.

<o

1760 Cillowyr ib.

o

x762 Pentre ib.

o

r764 Maes-y-berllan b,

1265 Dolau ib. George Rees; 1 Pet. v. 2.
Benjamin Francis, Micah ii. 7.
1766 Llanelli 91 Timothy Thomas, Ifa.xxvii. 13.
Hugh Evans; Zech. xiv. z0.
1767 Molefton 62 Griffith Davis, Col.i. 28.
Caleb Evans, Briftol, Col. iii. 1z,
1768 Hengoed ib, Dav. Thomas, Newcaftie, 2 Cor.iv. .
Samuel Stennett, Matt. xxviii. 20.
1769 Aberduar 63 Dav. Thomas, Rhydwilim, 2 Car. v. 14,

) Benjamin Francis, Rev. iii. rg.
1770 Chapel-y-ffim ib.  John Williams, Aéts xxvi. 2'2_;, 23
Hugh Evans, Mal ii. 135.

x771  Pen-y-fai 64 Wm. Williams, 2 Cor. v. 11.
Benjamin Francis, P{alm cxxvi, 6

1772 Rhydwilim ib. Griffith Davis, 2 Cor: v. 20.
Wm. Williams, Heb. xii. 2.

1773 Bethefda 65 John Wiliams, Matt. xxii. 4«
Hugh Evans, Zech. i. s.

774 Ebenezer ib. Edmund Watkins, Aéts xx. 26,27.
Benjamin Franeis, 1 Cor.xv. 58.

1775 Uik ib. 'W. Williams, Hof; vii. 9.

Bugh Evans, Heb. xii. 22, 23.
Thomas Hiller, Luke viii. 35.
1376 Pant-ég 66 John Thomas, Deut. xkxiii. 8.
Benjamin Francis, Phil.i.27.
Jofhua Thomas, Pfalm xlii. 8. preceding
evening.
r777 Cezerleon 67 George Rees, 1 Cor. v. 18,
Hugh Evans, Luke xii. 43.

& 1778
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1748

‘1779

1780

1781

1782

1783

1784

3785

1786

1787

1788

wiL
Place,
Salem

Glyn

Llzanwenarth

Llangloffan

Blaenan

Cilfowyr

Pen-yigarn

-Graig -

Pentre

Priory-ftreet

N

Liannegehmédd

S H
Page.
67.

68.

ib.

6.

ib,

ib.

ib.

71.

ASSOCIATION I

Perfons who preached.
Thomas Phillips, Aéts xv. 16,
Benjamin Francis, Luke x. 2.

John Williams, John i. 1—3.
Samuel Med!ley, Zech, ix. 16, 14.
Stephen Davis, Matt, xvi. 24.
George Rees, xi. 2r1.

Zecharias Thomas, Gal. vi. 14.
Caleb Evans, of Briftol, 1 Tim. i: 15,
i%enjamih Francis, 1 Thefl. ii. 13.
David Evans, Eph. 1. 23.

Wm. Williams, Heb. iii. 7, 8.

John Thomas, Jer. iii, 23.
Benjamin Francis, Matt. xxv. a1,
James Thomas, Tuefday evening.
George Ree, Zech. iii. 4.
Benjamin Francis, Zech. xiv. 3.
Morgan Rees, 1 Pet. ii. 4.

Miles Edwards, Pf. xciii. s.
‘Thomas Thomas, .Rom. v. r1.
David Evans, of Graig, Zech.ix. g.
Caleb Evans, of Briftol, Pf. cxix. 129,
John Richard, Lukeii. 1o.
Henry David, John i. 14.
Benjamin Morgan, Zech. iv, 3.

Z. Thomas, Cant. ii. g.

David Jones, 1 Tim. i. 1c.

Thomas Thomas, John viii. 3z.
Miles Edwards, Pfalm xxxvi. 7.
Henry David, Jer. xv. 1g.

Caleb Evans, of Briftol, 1 John iv. re. .
George Rees, 2 Cor. v. 4.

David Jones, Mal. i. .

Thomas Thomas, 1 John ii. 3.

Job David, z Cor. iv. 7.

Timothy Thomas, 1fa. liii. 10
Morgan Rees, Hab. i, 9.

D. Powell, Matt. xvii. 2 6.
Gabriel Rees, Luke xxiv. 26.
Benjamin Phillips, Exod. iii. 3.
David Evans, Rev. i. 20.

Benjamin Davis, John iii. 1g.
Henry David, Eph. iii: 8.

David Evans, Pfalm cxlix. 2.
Timothy Thomas, Ifx. xiv. 32.

E 1789
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Year. Place. Page. Perfons who preached.
1789 Macs-y-berllan /6. William Williams, Neh. viii, 2.
Caleh Evans, of Briftol, A&s xv. gi.
George Rees, 1 Tim, vi. 6.
Benjamin Francis, Rom. vi. 135.
1790 Dolau 73- Edmund Watkins, Luke xiv. 22y 23, '
Benjamin Francis, Phil. iii. 16
F- Evaus, 2 Cor. iv. 3.
David Jones, Ifa. kx. 7.
Jofhua Thomas, Jof. xxi. 4s.

EXPLANATORY HINTS.

The attentive Reader is referred to page 76, above, regarding the’
change of names of {everal places. Page 75, 76,.give the dates when’
moft of the churches were formed. But in-the lit of the Affociations,.
Llanelli and Llangloffan-appear before the dates when churches were:
incorporated in thefe places. There are alfo other inftauces where the
annual meeting was kept in {ome aapital branch of the church; hence
it is, that there are names in‘the latter lift, which appear not in that.
of the churches, fuch as thefe ; Brechfz, the place of meeting in 1747, be-
longed to Maes-y-herilun, and was thought convenient ; and before that,.
Coomb, where the Affociation metin 1721, is called Radhor in the lift
of churches, Garth, mentioned in 1748, was a place belonging to-
Dolau. Maefdorglwyd under 1753, and Chapel-y-ffin 1770, belonged to
Olchon, and were cenvenient places for the Affociation. " Newcatile,.
1-35; Llandyfvl, 1756; and Pant-tég, 1776; conflituted the very fame
church, only the meetings were kept in different plaees for conveniency ;,
and perhaps there are fome other inftances of this fort.

The following worthy charadters ought to-be diftinguifhed here. They
were not propetly of the Affociation; yet they voluntarily took long:
ouraies at their own expence, generally preached in Englifh, and re-
peated 2 lictie in We'!fh. The truly reverend Hugh Evans, M. A. men-
tioned 2bave, p. 6=, appears by the foregoing lift, to-have preached at
the Affoziation feventeen times. Mi. Evan Jeokins, of Wrexham,
appears in the zbove lift in 1743. It pleafed. God to remove him by
death before the Affociation of 1752, Yet'in that fhort fpace’he ftands-
inthe litt fix times. He was very acceptable, and ripened apace for a-
betier flate.  Qur very worthy friend Rev. Caleb Evans, D.D. fhould-
1ot be omitted here, though he did not underftand Welth. He is upou.
the lift 25 early as 1563; and preaehed in all fix times. Thefe three are
gone to reft.  But our great and warm friend Benjamin Francis, M. A.
is ver on the ftage. Ulis name appears in 1760, and fince then he has
preached fourteen tiv.es in the courfe of thirty years, One of the four-
teer. happened to be umitted in the lilt, but it appears in page 67, undes

thc year 1777,
An
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NAMES v rre PRECEDING HISTORY.

N. B. Thofe in fmall capitals were not Baptifts: and a few known
not to have been natives of Wales are in Italics.

A Page.
Mr. Abbot . . 17,19, 20. .
B
Taac Backus 5, 17.
Fohu Roggs . . . 49-
William Bound . 18.
Zvan Bowen 8, 18.
‘Stephen Brace . 10.
Simon Butler . - 36.
C
Thomas Carter . 8.
William_Chaffey ib.
Robert Cherr . . ik,
William Combey . ib.
William Confed . b,
WaLTeER CrRADOCK 3 4, 36
Joun Crace . 10, 17
Dr, Cnise 44-
David Davis 6, 7, &c. 19.
David Davis, America 34, 35-
Leyfon Davis . . 9.
i[ohn Davis . 4.
Tugh Davis, Amenca 36, 37.
ohn Davis, his Affifiant 37.
games Davis, America 36.
izohn Davis, Swanlea 43 52-
athan Davis 29) 32, 43
James Davis, of Merthyr 46.
William Davis, America 40, 49.
Griffith Davis 51, 066,
Thomas Davis .. 54, 7.
Thoimas Davis, Rock 57-
David Dayis, Aberduar 63.
Benjamin Davis 72.
Samfon Davis . ib.
Stephen Davis - . 68.
Evan David . . . 25,
Evan David, Bethefda S4> 72.
John David o . 25.
Thomas David 50,62,
Roger David . 43y 52.
Morgan David . 5T,
‘Thomas Dayid, CllfO\V)l 70.
Mofes David . . 62.
Jenkin David . 71,
Job David . . . b,
Henvy David . . .72,
Rees David . . . ib.
James Drewett . . 64.
Charles Daoe . . . 40.
John Duckfield E . . 61.
Jofeph Eaton . .35, 49.
Ifiac Eaton, his Son 24,
Thomas Edwards f . 19,

Morgan Edwards, M. A.
Nicholas Edwards .
Evan Edwards P
Watkin Edwards, his Son
Thomas Edwards

Miles Edwards, his Son
John Edwards

Fa

Page.
52, 59-
39-

42, 64.
63.

53 54
67, 69

17, 18,20, 22.

James Edwards . . by
William Erbury . - 4
Thomas Evans
Caleb Evans
John Evans
Hugh Evans, M. A. L2
Caleb Fvansy D. D,
John Evang [
Hugh Evans, Rad-norﬂmre 8.
John Evans 23, 3r.
John Evans, America 33,
David Evans, Cilfowyr . s5.
David Evans, Conwil 62.
David Evans, Dolau 67, 75.
David Evans, Biggiefwade 7T.
David Evans, Thorn . 72,
. David Evans Graig 70.
Rees Evans . . 54 63.
Peter Evans . 64.
Caleb Evans . 63.
Morgan Evans - 66, 74.
Benjamin Evans . 73
Berrard Fofbert 47y §T.
Georgr Fox . . . 17,
Enoch Francis . . 37 51,
Abel Francis . 41, 46.
Jonathan Francis . 52.
Benjamin Francis 5 9, 63, 72.
] G
Daniel Garnon . . 69.
Charles Garfon . 10, 135.
Samuel George . 62,
Francis Giles . 18, 20.
Fokn G[I/ D. D. 53 56.
dward Gr:en . . 10.
Henry Gregory 18, 20, 27.
Grittith Griffiths . . Ir.
Harry Griffiths . 14.
Thomas Griftiths N 23, 23,
Morgan Griffiths 25, 27, 50,
John Griffiths . 29.
Evan Griffiths, Efq. 3.
Ben)ammeﬁths America 34,41.
thel Griffiths, his Son 35-
Samuél Grifliths 6r.
Johin Grifiiths, his Father 63
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Page.
H.
John Harris 37 43 49
Morgan Harris, hi¢ Son 47, 51, 54.
Morgan Harris, his Son 76
Miles Harris 42, 44, 45, 66.
Caleb Harris 54y 50
Chailes Harris . 66.
\Villiam Harris . 20.
Richard Harrijon . R 16.
Anthonyv Harry 10, 1§, 17
Thomas Henry . . 62.
William Herbert 48 §2.
Thomas Hiller . . 6s-
Robert Hopkins . . 10.
Yohn Horkins . . 68.
Grithith Howell 21, 2§, 31
James Hugh . N B
Samuel Hugh . . 36.
‘William Hughes . . 69.
David Hughes . . ”I.
L

Jacob Ifaac . 56.
Thomas James 10,15§.
David James . . 22.
ames James 24y 47.
iofhua James 29, 44.
hilip James 30, 33.
Sanucl Fames, his Son . ' 30
John James, America 85,
]ohn Jlames Rhydwilim 53, 6o.
David James . 38, 42.
Lewis James 60, G4.

Nathzniel Jenkins, America 33,35.
Joha Jenkins 235, 40——47.
Evan Jenkins, hisSon g2 56.
lofeph Jenkins, D.D. his Son  §2.
vaN Joun . . 46.
Thomas Jones IO, 1§, 17.
Thomas Jones, America 44,48, 49.
Samuel Jones, D. D .
Morgan Jones .’
Morgan Jones
Morgan Jones, Swanfea 29, 36, 45
Morgan Jones, L.L.D. his Grand-
fun . . . 55.
Richard Jones . 1§,
Richard Jones, Do‘au 56, 63.
Jenkin Jones 16, 17; I9.
Jenkin Joues, America 3.
Wiiliam Jones, 20,21, 25, 27, 3I.
Robert Jones 22.
Samuel [ones, Amenca 24,28, 35.
Sam. Jones, Cilfowyr 25, 30,42,48.
Sam. Jones, Glamorganfhire 23.
Griffith Jones, 42, 43, 56—755.

14,17, 13

George Jones, . 24, 2.
Philip Jones, . 39, 40.
Frilip Fones, Upton . 40.

LEdmund Fones, his Son 4o0.

Page.

Epmunp Jones Monmeouthfhire
45) 46.
Rees Jones . %1, 53, 62.
Rees ![nnes, Pentre 66, 72.
Ifaac jones, his Son . 66.
David Jones, Wrexham 68.
David Jones, Llanwenarth 64.
David }ones, Pen-y-garn 48.
Morris Jones - - 75.
Thomas Jofeph - 9y 15, 19.

K. i

Benjamin Keack 25 48,
Thomas Lewis . 10,
Thomas Lewis, Excter 65.
Timothy Lewis . 37, 40.
Jenkin Lewts . . 46.
David Lewis, Hengoed 50,

David Lewis, Llangloﬁan 55
Francis Lewis 6.
Thomas Llewelyn, L. L .D. 52,66 6.

James Lodwick . ' §4; 6a.
M. s ;

gaac Marlew “ . 23

ugh Matthews . 12, B
Anthony Matthews « 360.
Simon Matthews . . ‘ib.
William Matthews . ib.
Thomas Matthias

375475 53»
Samuel Medley . 68.
Arthur Melchior . . 36.

William Meredith 240 52,
Fohn Mildmay - - 8.
William Milman 17, 20, 22.
g(o'ﬂﬂ Moon 17, 18.

obert Morgan 10, 15, 17, 20, 33.
Nathaniel Morgan 22, 41, 43.

Abel Morgan: 26, 35, 37, 38, 41-
Enoch Morgan, his Brother 32,34
Abel Morgan . .32
John Morgan . 13-

Robert Morgan of London 33y 34~
Philip Morgan 471, 46, 48, 66.
John Morgzan, Cilfowyr 51y §9.
John Morgan, Maes-y-berllan 72.

Henry Morgan . 5t
William Morgan . ib.
David Morris . . 7K.
Seth Morris . S e b
Thomas Morris . . 72,
{‘ohn Myles s, g9, 10, 14, 17, 18, 21.
u:hard Myles . 36,
N.
Fohu Nau‘ot . . 28.
Jobn D. Nicholas . 51, 6a.
0. .
James Owew . . 2.
David Owen . 44, 48, 610
David Owen, his Son . 69,
Thamag
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.
Thomas Parry 10, 20, 33, 34-
w Penry . . 5
PerrorT . . 45.
William Phillips 29, 38, 49.
William Phillips, Bethefda 51.

L()hn Phillips 41, 44-
enry Phillips . 64
Thomas Phillips . 67, 68.
Benjamin Phillips 72

Jokn Piggot

. . 34.
Vavalor Powell 4, 16, 18, 20, 86.

David Powell . . 72,
ohn Price 18.
ohn Price, Llanwenarth 68.
ofeph Pnce 40.
homas Price 29, 40.

Chriftopher Price 18, 20, 21—26.

Wm. Prichard g, 10, 15, 21, 29 3.

Walter Proffer 6, 15, 16, 17, 19.

Thomas Proad 9,17, 19.

Thomas Quarrel 20, 22, 33, 43
: R

Thomas David Rees 25, &c. 31, 32.

David Rees 34y 455 40y 47+
Feter Rees . . 33
éacob Rees ’
eorge Rees 60, 63, 68
Morgan Rees, Llanelli 69.

Morgan Rees, Pen-y- gara
Gabriel Rees = . . ib.
David Richard . 50, 5§35 55.
William Richards 73.
%ahn Richard . 51, 62,63.

aNnreL Rocens . 46.
Richard Roffer 10, 15.
William Rider 48.

S.
Fofeph Stafford . 8.

Sofeph Stennett, D. D, 34.
Samuel Stennetty D. D. 22, 41, 62.

John Spencer 22.

Sorency . 36.

Evan gaundars . 52.

David Saundars 63.
T

William Thomas
Howell Thomas
Lewis Thomas

9,15 17, 19
ib.

20, &C. 27, ;0.

Rhydderch Thomas . 1§.
Jouw Tuomas . . 25.
Owen Thomas, America 2.
Elitha Thomas, America ib.

Page.
Morgan Thomas . 36.
William Thomas, America 37.
Fohn Thomas ib.

Timothy Thomas, Perfhore 3.
Tim. Thomas, Aberduar §2, 6o,&c.

Timothy Thomas, Graig 70.
Evan Thomas 47, 43, 69.
Evan Thomas, Bridgwater 57-

David Thomas, Cnlfowyr 50y 54, 65,

David Thomas, Pant-tég 59, 62, 6.
David Thomas, Rhydwnhm 60.
John Thomas 52,58,61, 71.
Griffith Thomas 53, 54, 60.
Jothua Thomas, Leominiter
54, 555 56-
Jofhua Thomas, Lymington 63.
William Thomas, Blaenau 53.
Zechariah Thomas 63, 68, 735.
- Thomas Thomas 63, 6q.
Daniel Thomas, Henley 63.
Daniel Thomas, Rhydwilim  6q.
James Thomas 69, 72.
Lewis Thomas . . r2,
Fohr Tombs, B. D, . 10,
Samuel Tull . . 8.
) V.

Howell Vaughan 3, 10.
Henmry VaucHaN . 10,
w.

Roger Wallker 41,50, 545 57,
FowLerR WALKER . 46, 47.
Thomas Watkias 10, 15, #7, 20,%c.
Howell Watkins . . 10,
Edmund Watkins 52y 56, 73.
William Watkins , 63.
Richard Watkins 69.
Henry Williams 18, 20,

Walter Williams . 22-
William Williams, Olchon 46, 64,
Wm.Williams, Ebenezer 62, 64, 7.,
Wm.Williams, Maes-y-berllan 71,
Morgan Williams . . 2z
RlCh Williams z25,z27, &c. 4o, &c ’
Davip Wirrraus 46,
James Williams 37 395 50, 52.

D-\NnLWeru\ts,D.D 4.
Thomas Williams 47, 52,
Grittith Williams a7,
John Williams 39, 64, 63,

Samue! t¥itfon - T
Charles Winter 44 4n 537555,
WooLasToN . 23,
—— WroTH 35 4+

Among thele names there are a few who were not Minifters; but

they were either eminently ufeful to the churches at home, or as emi-

granls to America ¥,

% Anicrica, or Am, after 3 name, denotes that the perfon cmigrated to that country.

It is not now certain how many of the mellengers

of
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of ¢the churches in the time of the Commonwealth were preachers ; hut,
a5 they attended the Aflaciations, feveral of them are recorded here.

This Index contains perhaps the names of all the miniflers mentioned
in the preceding Tract; but they ave not referred to here as often as fome
of them are named, yet, in general, their fir(t appearance in the Affo-
ciarion, and their clofe of life, is referred to.

Thisis not pretended to be a hiftory of the Welfh churches, but of the
Affociations, and of the MiniGers ckicfy concerned in them; a number
prayed at thofe meetings who are Rot named here ; and there are minifters
of the Jafl century mencioned here who were not in the Affocmnon.

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS.

1. Though moft of the Baptifts in the Principality have been in con-
nexion with the Affociation from the beginning of this century, however
it was before, yet there have been fome of them in that country ever
fince 1640, or earlier, who never entered into this connexion. The 4th
and sth pages of this Hiftory inform us how a&ive Meff. Cradock and
Powell were, who encouraged mixed communion of Pzdo and Antipzde
Baptifts. - Probably every congregation of Noncon{ormifts in that country,
except Olchon, were of mixed principles, till Mr. J. Myles and his friends
formed a church of profeffed Baptifts, in 1649. Mr. Cradock refided
fome time at Wrexham ; and Mr. Vavafor Powell near Newtown, in
Mentgomeryfhire : their congregations were profeffedly mixed. Some
years after the death of Mr. Morgan Lloyd, at Wrexham, Mr. John Evans
(father of the late Dr. John Evans, author of Sermons on the Chriftian
Temper), fettled there about 1663, The people were mixed; he and
they were friendly. When anmy one wifhed to be baptized, Mr. Thomas
Loe, of Warrington, moftly adminiftered the ordinance to them. Mr.
Evans died about 1700. He was {ucceeded by Mr. Jenkin Thomas ; and
Reby Mr. John Williams, both Independents: but the latter, upon con-
viion, was baptized by immerfion about 17t5. The minifters have
becn Baptifts ever fince ; and rhe church remained mixed till lately, if it
is rot fo new. For many years the Independents in communion were
very few. This people never were in the Affociation. Mr. V. Powell’s
church was moftly in Montgomeryfhire; it lay very wide, and wa mixt.
He was (ucceeded by Mr. Henry Williams, and the latter by Mr. Reynold
Willon : thefe were Baptifts; but they had alfo Independent colleagues.
—The Society was divided into three; but there has been no Baptift-
minifter refident with either of them fince about 1737. Llanbrynmair is
now by far the chief congregation of the three, in which there are but
few Baptifts at prefent. But this church of Mr.Vavafor Powell’s was never
in the Aflociation.

There was formerly a fmall Baptift congregation at Glafcoomb, Rad-
rorfhire ; but it does not appear that they ever had more than one paftor,
Mr. Thomas Lewis, who died in 1735, 2nd the few members did not long
furvive. They did oot belong to the Affociation,

2. About



GENERAL OBSLERVATILIO NS 2

1. About 1740, quarterly meetings were et up : tnefe were a kin-: o
inferior Affociations: two minifters preached, and feveral prayeid ; the
afternoon generally was {pent in improving converfation and conlultation
for the welfare of the churches. Thofe meetings are now numerous,
divided into convenient diftriéts.

3. When ftrangers hear that at an Affogiation nine or ten thouland
people attend, more or lefs as the place is mare or lefs central, they
may well wonder how all can be accommodated. The manaer of doing
it is briefly thus : a piece of ground is taken, near fo the meeting-houfe,
which is kept up early in the Spring, and by June the grafs is good. Be-
Fore 1790, when the Affociation was divided into three, it was fometimas
neceflary to prepare for feven or eight hundred horfes, which graze in the
time of fervice: two ur three perfons were appainted to- take care of
them. The inhabitants, for five or fix miles round the plaee, provide
lodgings for the firangers, and good entertainment for man and horfe,
gratis. The generofity of the country is fuch, that, at thefe times, al}
defcriptions of perfons open their deors cordially, whether religious or
not, gentlemen as well as farmers. The leading men of the congregation
know before hand where to fend twoy four, fix, or more guefls, and there
are perforrs prefent ready to take them to their refpective iodgings. On
the Tuefday evening there is 2 meeting, almoft on purpole to accommo-
date the ftrangers. They generally take their horfes with them; and
where they lodge that night they are commonly the next. The chief
public day is the Wednefday. Thurfday in the afternoon they fet qut ow
their return. They fup and breakfaft where they lodge. The people
‘Before-hand bake a quantity of good bread, and brew good table-beer,
and put it in the veftry, or fome convenient piace; this; with cheefe
and butter, makes their dinner on Wednefday, which they take, in and
ahout the meeting-houfe on tables, boards, and as they can. As no
meeting-houfe will contain the people, a temporary pulpit is prepared
in the moft convenient place, that the auditory may hear in the houfe
and out : it is fo covered as to prevent the fun-and rain from ceming to
the minifter, The mulritude is peculiarly numerous on the Wednefay, as
ill the neighbourhood flock together on that day. The accommodations are
made at the expence of the church where the Affociation meets, bur travel-
Ting expences lie upon themeffengers and the churches which fend them.

4. Of late years, the exclufions in thefe churches make a difagreeable
3ppearance, and it will be well to be very cauticus in admitting mem-
bers ; but when crowds make a profetlion, which has been-happ:ly the
oafe of late years, it is nowonder there fhould be ftony-ground heacers amozng
them. And in judging of this cafe, we are to confider the number of mem-
Bers in a church. There the number of the whole is fimall, it would be a
wide breach to exclude ten ormore in a year; but when the members of a
church are from fix to eight hundred or more, the cafe is materially al-

tered, It is a guod evidence of the care in difcipline, when there are
rightevus
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righteous exclufions. If perfons come in nnawares, when difcovered they
are calt out. The number of their reftored annually is very confiderable;
which is an additional proof of their care and difcipline.

5. Mr, Morgan Edwards’s ¢ Materials towards a Hiftory of the Baptifts
in Pennfylvania’ mention and defcribe ten firfi-day Baptift churches in
that province in 1770, The major part of the conftituents and minifters
of thefe were from the ancient Britons;

1. Penne-peck, now Lower Dublin, the firlt Baptift church in the pro-
vince, formed in Jan. 1687-3; confifted then of eleven members, and
their then paftor, for a fhort time: Of the eleven, five were from Wales ;
one of whom, Mr. Samuel Jones, was the moft ufeful member in that
church for thirty-four years; a confiderable part of that time he preached
to them as affiftant, paftor, or colleague, See above page 24. The chief
paftorsof that charch fince have heen Mefl. Evan Morgan, Samuel Jonesy
Abel Morgan, Jenkin Jones, and the prefent Dr. Samuel Jones, all natives
of the Principality. Tlis church has had Englithmen for pifters; or mini-
fters, about thirty years of the time {ince 1688.

2. The nsxt Baptift church there was at Welh Tra&. The conitituents
and firft paftor were from Wales; and all the paftors from 1701 o 1769,
were from the fame country. See page 28, 32, 34, 35.

3. The third church there was at Great Valley, formed in 1711, They
likewife, paftor and church; were from Wales. And fo was their fecond
paftor: Thefe two ferved the church honourably from 1711 to 1778.
See page 35, 36, 37

4- The next church in the Materials.is Brandiwine. Though the con-
ftituents there feem to have been a mixture of Englith and Welfh, and firft
and fecond paftor patives of America, vet they were formed by Mr. Abel
Morgan’s help ; and the fecond paflor was fon of a minifter from Wales..

§. Montgomery, conftituted 1719; the members chiey from Wales,
and their minifters from the fame country. See page 34, 35, 37, 47, and
alfo Mr. Edwards’s Materials.

6. Tulpehckon. Of the pattor .jnd counftituents, fee pace 48, 49-

7. Southampton, according to Mr. Edwards’s Materials, is 2 kind of
mixture of Englith and Welth,

8. Philadelphia is faid to have been formed, or re-conftituted, in 1746+
he firft and fecond paftor from Wales. Of Mr. Jenkin Jones, fee a hin¥
page 34, of Mr. M. Edwards, page 52, 59.

9. New Dritain, to be fure, from Wales, the minifters, and moft of the
conftituents, to 1770, fee page 49.

10. Aenolvtva, the 3mmﬂe(t church in the province in 1970, was formed
in 1765. The conflituents, by their names, feem not to have originated
from Wales; but their firft paftor did, though probably he himfclf was
born in America.

“T'hijs fketch fhews that Wales is to be confidered as the parent of the
Laptitt denomination in Pennfylvania,

7 THE END,





