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PREFACE

before the reader the dark land of Africa in the past
with a gradual transition to the present.

I have introduced the struggles of the early travelers not
only on account of the intense interest of the record of un-
paralleled personal adventure, but to draw a contrast be-
tween their methods of - exploration and those of recent
explorers which have practically redeemed the lost continent.
Men in the past centuries fought awful duels with death in
the swamps and jungles of Africa to win riches or fame in
their native land. The real redemption of the heathen was
the last thing they considered. Exceptions there are, trulg},
but the efforts even in these cases were puerile, and proved
by their lack of fruit to be without divine guidance. Who
can fail, after reviewing the work of all the explorers down -
to Livingstone and Stanley, to acknowledge that these were
God-chosen men? To me it is just one of the Almighty’s
wondrous ways of working, Before Livingstone His time
had not yet come, but the death of the doctor marked the
deciding point. Then came Stanley—the one man in the
world who had the pluck, the power, and the knowledge-to
be the pioneer of Africa’s redemption. He had already been
tested, and his enthusiasm had become an inspiration. The
power and the means came with the will. There was a
divine order in everything.

True, blood has flowed, but are there not many examples
in past history where heroic measures were absolutely neces-
sary for the cause of a nation’s salvation? The “ open sore
of the world” had been penetrated by the all-seeing eye of
Heaven, and God permitted the nations to step in and wrest

IN the pages of this volume I have endeavored to set
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the poor heathen, not alone from the awful devastating
Arab thieves of human beings, but from. their ownsignorant
superstition and internecine war and destruction. The work
has but begun, and it will doubtless go on until one day
Africa may lead the world in learning and culture and be a
" continent covered with virtuous peoples, loving and fearing
the Lord who has permitted their painful afflictions and
mercifully redeemed them.

Since the object of this volume was but to deal with the
“dark land ” I have deemed it prudent not to delve into
the past civilization of the North. The ruins of Karnak
and the records of the Rosetta stone are fascinating alike
to the historian and Egyptologist, or the Zimbabwe ruins
also may indicate a great. civilization of the past, but at
best these lead but to speculations and are not to be con-
‘sidered in the general design of this book. The heathen
and his redemption is the one theme nearest my heart.

I have endeavored to show by a few examples the alter-
nate good and bad qualities of the native, to illustrate the
horrors of superstition, and the necessity for light; and I
have carefully reviewed the mission work which has been
carried on in the past in various parts of Africa. The mis-
sion work is the Flaming Torch——beaung the light of the
Trath.

It is only fair to Mr. Stanley to say that when he favored
my book with his introduction the general arrangement had
not embraced his work in Africa. I saw, however, that in
dealing with the subject of Africa’s redemption it was neces-
saty to deal with him as I have done. There is no fulsome
praise. Every word regarding this great man is just, and
his noble example of self-abnegation and achievement will
be held up to the youth of many future generations.

Za
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continent—a thrilling vecord of the sword! Gathered from the most
authentic sources; grouped in subjects of greatest helpfulness to those
who study the Dark Continent from every point of interest; entertainly
told for all classes and all ages—this forms an important division of this
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mother may not escape the agony inflicted by the devouring ants, Tt
is an awful picture! Beautiful legends of folklore, and quaint customs
relating to the principal events of life, form the side lights of this lifelike
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FIFTH DIVISION

Page
To a Sure Foundation. ....... .o i i e 321,
Apostohc and Early Modem M1551ons ........... EER TR TR UO 321
Christianizing Wild Tribes. ......ovvinienniin, » e 342
Increase of the Advancing Host.....covvvi i 358
Scotch Missions and Methods. . ....vuuvunriveeerensveer onnnn .. 368
Abyssinia and Uganda.......... e Farerene e 375
Triumphs in Madagascar.................. e o 384
The Gospel in Mohammedan Centers............ e 390
Land of the White Man’s Grave. ... ceeveeenneeonnreniiearannn 399
The Gospel on the Gold Coast........ N 408
Missions West and Southwest. . .................. e 416
Light in the Valley of the Congo.......vuvs  iiiviineiunin.n.. 426
The Gospel in South Central Africa.......... e 437
Mission to Garenganze............... P T 445
Methodist Industrial Missions.......... e 453
Practical Principles of Self-support ..................... vevleee 400
Fate of the First Party........coovviviii e, P 467
The Church in the Wilderness. ... . ....ov it 475
Missionary Heroes and Heroines....ovvvvveveeiinie s o 490
Heroes of the Congo............... e e 498



Contents , 11

 Page
Heathen Tribes on the Cavalla........... Ctetee it 516
Advance up the‘Siﬁoe B Y 526
Kroo Coast EXPEriences. ........vouveeerniunoaninarninesin.n.. 536
The Gospel in Tonga........cooviviereniiiienines e 55T
The Torch in a Strong Hand.............. e re e e 555
My Latest Evangelistic Tour... ..... S R R T 568

The Heathen’s Redemption,  Missionary triumphs in heathen
darkness display the choicest string of pearls in this collection of wonderful
events and history of heroic lives in this land of greatest interest tothe
Christian world. This record of the heroic service and sacrifice that have
accomplishéd such glorious victories reads like a second edition of the
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tian missionary to interior Africa, the Ethiopian eunuch baptized and com-
missioned by Philip, to the last martyr on the Congo, is tenderly traced
the great events in the lives that have been laid on the altar of Africa’s
redemption. This one division of the book is a library of all the missions
of all the missionary societies of all denominations;not a statistical exhibit
merely, but an intensely interesting story. The facile pen of Bishop J. C.
Hartzell portrays the progress of Methodist missions, with an interesting
account of his travels in the Dark Continent. This section also contains
an account of the mission work and personal adventures of the author,
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Division of the Continent and Future Development. This
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cal-—the partition among European powers and their advance into and

development of protectorates and planting of colonies; Commercial—pro-

ducts of the country, their preparation and export, mineral wealth, includ-
ing a chapter on the greatest diamond fields in the world ; and the glorious

future of the Dark Continent, now emerging into light. Here we bring

the « First History of Africa” down to date in the present distribution

and condition of her peoples, the advance of civilization in railways, sub-

stantial cities on the sites of heathen capitals, and state building, Here "
is recorded every important event that contributes to the making of a

new world of opportunity for marvelous achievement and the interesting

incidents connected with its unfolding. It freely discusses the South

African question, British or Boer supremacy, the Portuguese and German

situation in the East, Congo State’s future, the French territorial delimi-

tation in the West, and the supremacy of the cross over the crescent in

the Soudan, including the recent British occupancy following the fall of

Omdurman and the avenging of Gordon.
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" INTRODUCTION

ANY books have been written upon Africa. Sore
are devoted to one part of the vast continent, and
some to another. Several writers have confined

themselves to the countries they have explored, while
others have treated of the ethnology, physiology, and lan-
guage of the various peoples. ' '

It is no mecan task to search out the most interesting facts
about Africa and gather them all together as links in a
golden chain to bind the burning records of missionary trials
and triumphs.

In the volume before us the author pictures the Dark Con-
tinent with facile pen, tenderly tracing the wvariations of
nature in the fauna and flora from north to south and from
east to west. He turns the veil of the past aside, and we
catch a glimpse of the Midnight Empire of yeAst'erday, and
speculate upon its dim and buried past—its civilization, com-
mercial influence, military power, and lapse into heathen-
ism. The ancient history of Africa and the record of the
Mohammedan aggression and possession, with their com-
mercial and religious influence and slave trade, are interesting
and instructive. The period of early European exploration
and individual adventures, together with the later explora-
tions in which I have been personally interested, are chained .-
together in delightful vein. .

As the pages roll by we peruse the somber records of
heathen Africa and the government of its barbaric poten-
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tates, military methods, religions and superstitions, social
customs, slavery, and the horrors of human sacrifice.

The sections devoted to missionary trials. and triumphs in
Africa are of world-wide importance. The barriers. encoun-
tered—the climate, the _geographical difficulties, languages,
witchcraft, and polygamy, and the prejudices of dense igno-
rance and savage natures—are recorded with the convinc-
ing touch of experience. ' A

The closing chapters of this unique work, on the political
partition, recent discoveries of diamonds and gold, and the
present development, are full of information which is up-to-
date and reliable, while the Bishop speaks of Africa’s future
in prophetic vein. ' '

The title adopted by the Bishop for his book may possibly
be considered somewhat sensational by those unacquainted
with its origin. The Flaming Torch tn Darkest Africa, how-
ever, is a title peculiarly well fitted to the volume he has pro-
duced. The natives everywhere in the territories where
his missionary work called him knew him as “The Flam-
ing Torch,”_or “Fire Stick,” as some might translate the
Zulu word Isikunisivutayo. Therefore in speaking of him-
‘self as “ The Flaming Torch” he has but raised a ﬁ‘tting
mental monument to his converts in Africa. Since the
African native speaks only "as the facts impress him,

it may be taken for granted that he had been deeply
impressed by the beautiful truths taught, and the man-
ner in which they had been conveyed to his mind by
Bishop Taylor.

This Grand Old Man of Africa mission work was indeed a
flaming torch of light and truth many, many years ago, when
first he began his selfsacrificing lifework among the native
people, preaching with great clearness and eloquence; until
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he touched the hearts and awakened the souls which seemed
dead. to all but debauchery and savage instincts.

- At one of the great religious awakenings not less than
twelve hundred colonists were brought to a sense of their
responsibilities to the Almighty under his ministry, and the
grand work spread on and on, from kraal to kraal, through-
out the native territories, until it was known that over seven
thousand of the native Africans had been converted. Well
might the natives call him *Isikunisivutayo.”

William Taylor was the God-chosen man for the work.
He inspired his co-workers, not only by his words, but by the
force of his example. He taught the peéple how to make
their lives happier by giving them object lessons in many
things. When he founded the first Protestant missions in
the territory of Angola, he discovered large districts where
the people suffered from want of water., They had been ac-
customed to carry it long distances as their forefathers had
done, but the practical Bishop taught them how to dig wells,
‘and thus he was known by the Ambundu for hundreds of
miles as “ The Well-digger.”

Like bearers of light the Christian missionaries, among
whom William Taylor was conspicuous by his indefatigable
labors, traveled thousands of miles through swamp and jungle,
impelled by the noble spirit within to shed forth the light
of truth where the gloom of despair and heathenism had
hitherto prevailed. v

For his long journeys, when he visited the various missions
under his charge in Liberia, he was called by the natives
“The Long-walker.” And so he was, an ever-moving, tire-
less Flaming Torch ; and the Cavallas, the Veys, the Labolos,
the Grebos, the Kroos, and their tribal neighbors would.

whispet from kraal to kraal, and tribe to tribe, that he was
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coming—not Bishop Taylor, but *“ The Long-walker,” “ The
Flaming Torch "—to teach them the truths of Christianit'y.

Both the explorer and missionary have tramped many-
thousands of miles, braving countless dangers in the explora-
tion of Africa, and the results to that vast continent are im-
measurably great; not only in the conversion and enJigilten-
ment of the heathen races there,- but in the unfolding to
civilization of a new world whose resources and beauties are
well-nigh beyond the most extravagant fancies of those un-
acquainted with the facts.

If there is no duty more’ irhperatively binding upon Chris-
tians than that of striving to give to the benighted people of .
the world the light of the Gospel, there can be no question
that the author of this book has performed his duty manfully
and well, and, although he is now bent with years and his
voice grown weak, his brain is still full of burning thoughts,
and his eye is eloquent as of yore; and I can again picture’
Jhim standing beside Usquebaugh, the interpreter, surrounded
by hundreds of the poor savages, as he whispers the words
of truth to be translated and given forth to the willing ears
of his congregation.

To all those intérested in the development of Africa, and
the elevation of its people, I can recommend this latest book
by the veteran Bishop, for the variety and fullness of infor-
mation it contains, and the large hope it gives that persever-

ing Christian labor is not in vain even in darkest Africa.




THE FLAMING TORCH

IN

DARKEST AFRICA

CHAPTER I
The Dark Land -

FRICA is of all the continents the
most truly tropical. Her greatest
breadth is under the immediate
power and control of the sun, and
the majority of her people see
that orb pass over their heads
twice in a year as it progresses
from tropic to tropic, and thus
have a repetition of its perpen-
dicular rays. Unfortunately, she

. glares on Africa with oppression,
converting the soil into a naked
desert or overspreading it with

: an excess of animal and vegetable

life. When not watered by heavy rains or inundations of

the rivers, the soil is ofttimes scorched and dried up until it
becomes a dreary waste. The Great Desert, with the ex-
ception of the narrow valley of the Nile, reaches across the
entire continent, and the traveler may wend his dreary way
across these burning sands for many days without discovering’

a drop of water, or viewing the least vestige of vegetable or

animal life. ‘ ‘

That the whole of Africa’s surface once.lay beneéth' the
g8
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waters appears probable, but there is no proof that she
emerged later than other continents. The earliest records
show that the deserts were as extensive as they are to-day,
and that they pressed equally close upon the cultivated belt
along the northern coast. All regions between the tropics
in general, when not copiously watered, molder into sand,
alternating with a hard and impenetrable stratum of clay.
Nature has tenderly provided Africa with remedies to
obviate the extreme effects of the tropical sun. Great rivers,
which swollen by the rains overflow their banks and lay
the surrounding country under water, are the principal source
of the superabundant vegetation which characterizes the
tropical climes. The mountains of Africa give rise to sev-
“eral great rivers of fertilizing influence, and present even in
so hot a climate pinnacles wrapped in snow. The great cen-
tral range, known as “ The Mountains of the Moon,” are the
most extensive and influential; the largest—the Kilima-
Njaro—rising to an altitude of over eighteen thousand feet.
The largest of the rivers which direct their course through
a vast extent of low land reach the sea only by a very cir-
cuitous course. Several of them, too, diffusing-their waters
into lakes or marshes, have their source in the very heart of '
the continent, the result being that the enormous breadth
of the Great Desert is scarcely irrigated even by a streamlet.
It depends entirely on the rains; and these sink into the
sandy surface, until, being arrested at the depth of eight or
ten feet, they form that “sea under ground’ which has
been found to extend over a great part of the arid waste,
In consequence of this absence of moisture vegetable life
‘is scantily diffused over a great part of the continent. In
the mountain districts, however, and on the territories along
their borders the soil is profusely watered, and under the in-
fluence of a tropical sun produces that luxurious abundance
and gigantic growth of vegetable forms which are a distin-
guishing feature in the equatorial regions.
The great calabash appears to be the most enormous tree
on the face of.the earth, and branches- extending from the
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trunk horizontally make it a forest almost in itself. The

_ mangrove, too, which rises on the borders of rivers or inun-
dated spots, hangs its branches low on the watery banks,
where they take root and grow, and the original plant
spreading farther and farther forms a natural arcade over
the stream. These mighty trees do not stand alone, but the.
spaces betwixt their branches are affectionately intertwined
by canes, creeping and parasitical plants, and shrubs, which
again entwine each other until they form an impenetrable
undergrowth. To cut the narrowest path through forests of
this vegetable life is, to say the least, extremely laborious;
and as shoots are continually protruding on each side, the’
path, without constant traveling and the continual use of
the ax, soon becomes impassable.

Commander Cameron met with great trees in the forests
on the northern side of the Bambarra mountains.  * No sun-
light or breeze ever penetrates into these dark depths,” he

“says, “for a mass of monster. trees with spreading heads
shut out the slightest glimpse of sky. And what trees they
were! Standing in a ravine one hundred and fifty feet
deep, these giants of the sylvan world were seen springing
from its depths; and, looking upward, their trunks were
lost among’ their densé foliage at.an equal h'eight above our
heads.”

Aswe dpploach the desert these giants of the forest dis-
‘appear and vegetation gradually assumes a more agreeable
aspect. We may now view whole forests of the acacia,
which gives forth the gum that is an important article of
African commerce. The classical lotus, the tamarisk, and

~ several other small trees greet the eye and afford nourish-
ment by theirfruit.

Various flowering plants of dcllcate hues are scattered
about in wild and luxuriant beauty, and the desert, in its first
approaches and before vegetable life commences to disap-
pear, wears a pleasing and even a smiling face.

The nature of the animal world in Africa changes as dis-
tinctly as vegetation as it passes from one to another of these
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opposite regions. In those plains whicli are inundated by the
great rivers it increases incredibly, and often assumes gigantic
and repulsive forms. Throughout the continent wild beasts
exist in great numbers; and to this day the natives have
often to fight for very existence. The lion’s roar and the
gorilla’s cries can be heard everywhere in the forest by night.
The hyena, the most ferocious and untamable of beasts, com-
mits the worst ravages. These creatures move about in

In the Nubian Forest

bands and invade the villages, and have even sought their
prey within the fortified inclosures. The elephants also
roam about in herds through the forests, led by the oldest
of their number. They attack neither man nor beast.
Man is the aggressor frequently in order to obtain the ivory
of his tusks. - Instead of the tiger Africa has the leopard
and the panther, only, however, in certain parts. The
rhinoceros, though not strictly amphibious, is found in the
marshes and swampy grounds. The hippopotamus also in-
fests the marshes and rivers, and proves a very formidable

antagonist when annoyed.
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Africa swarms with serpents too, which spread terror;
some by their deadly poison, and others by their mere bulk
and strength. African serpents are recorded in ancient
history. It has been declared that whole provinces
were once overrun by them, and that one, after disputing
the passage of a river with a Roman army, was destroyed
only by a battering engine.

As we leave this region, where the earth teems with a su-
- perabundance of life, and approach the desert, we find a
change takes place equally singular and delightful as in the
vegetable world. We find only beautiful creatures along the
sandy border. The bright-eyed antelope in many different
species, preying upon neither man nor beast, but pursued by
all on account of its-delicate flesh. We also sce the striped
zebra and the camelopard, remarkable for its fantastic beauty.
Nature has endowed Africa with a multitude of those ani-
mals which some aver resemble man-—the monkey, the go-
rilla, the chimpanzee, and the orang-outang. Since the mind
makes the man, I cannot join in the comparison which some
profess to make of these animals with the human race.

Insects, which in our milder climates are generally harm-
less, are somewhat formidable in Africa. The winged insects
in particular, through the action of the sun in swamipy dis-
" tricts, rise up in terrible force. The locust, for . instance,

gathers in innumerable swarms and commits ravages which
it is difficult in our latitude to comprehend. Vet these
creatures may be used as food, as they often are by many
" native tribes. - The mosquito and many similar insects do
not spread such fearful desolation, but their tormenting
stings make life miserable. Even a swarm of bees in the
roads of western Africa has been known to put a caravan to
flight. But the most extraordinary insects of all are the
termites, or white ants, which exhibit even greater develop-
ment of instinct, if we may so term their wonderful skill,
than they are credited with in other parts of the world.
Whole plains are covered with their conical huts; often
twelve feet high. They are divided into ranks, some as
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workers, others as soldiers, regularly officered and organized ;
a king and queen are appointed to govern over each com-
munity. When the queen becomes a mother it is of thou-
sands, hence the rapid increase of these creatures is a matter
of serious consideration, as'they are far from being harmless,
as the ants of Europe or America. When the drivers,
another species of ant, enter a dwelling they devour every-

Chimpaniees

thing of vegetable or animal substance, and inmates too, if
they fail to depart immediately. The warrior ants, or a
similar species in South Africa, are used by the vicious
natives as an instrument of torture when they desire to
wreak especial vengeance. The prisoner is tied down be-
side a dwelling of these savage ants, which are then thor-
oughly disturbed and left to take theéir revenge upon the
poor helpless victim, whom they not only kill, but whose
very bones they will pick quite clean.

We have barely touched upon the evils to which the
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native African is exposed from the lower order of creation,
but the subject is one of deep interest, and the student of
nature who cares to pursue it through some of the exhaust-
ive works published on the natural history and entomology .
of Africa will be well repaid.

Notwithstanding his foes in animal and insect life the
native finds his surest foe in man.. For centuries this conti-
nent has seen her children dragged in chains over the desert
and across the sea to spend their lives in hopeless bondage.
And again - superstition and tyranny are the underlying
causes of innumerable petty wars among themselves, of a
bloody and cruel character, and a source of domestic and
foreign slavery. ‘

Yet amid all the shadows which we have faintly portrayed’
there are many beautiful bright lights, shining all the brighter
from the somber hue of the background. Even amid the
moral darkness there shine forth virtues which would do
honor to society in its most refined and exalted state. Domes-
tic affection generally pervades African society, and generous
hospitality is often shown to travelers. The varieties of
nature and character, the alternations.of nature’s wildness
and beauty, of lawless violence and of the most generous
kindness, render traveling in -this continent more interest-
ing than in any other quarter of the globe.

African Elephant
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CHAPTER II
Ancient Africa

FRICA, so far as it extends along the Medi-
terranean, was not only well known to the
nations of antiquity, but constituted an
integral part of their political and social
system. This coast forms only a compara-
tively small portion of that great conti-
nent; but while the sphere of civilization
and geographical knowledge of the Greeks
were nearly comprised within the circuits
of the Mediterranean shores, they viewed
northern Africa with considerable inter-

est. This region, which is now in obscurity and left far

behind in all the arts and attainments which exalt human
nature, had at that early period taken the lead.

Herodotus, the earliest and most interesting of Greek
historians, when endeavoring to collect information about
the whole of the unknown world, was obliged, in the absence
of written records, to have recourse to travel, and his
narrative is almost entirely the record of -what he saw and
heard during his various journeyings. By means of a long
stay in Egypt, and intimate communication with the na-
tive priests, he learned much that was accurate, as well as
much that was incorrect and exaggerated, respecting the
wide region which extends from the Nile to the Atlantic.
He justly describes it as much inferior in fertility to the
cultivated parts of Europe and Asia, and suffering severely
from drought; yet there were a few spots, as Cinyps and
the high tracts of Cyrene, which being finely irrigated might
stand a comparison with the richest portions of the globe.
Generally, however, in quitting the northern coast, which
he terms the “forehead of Africa,” the country became more
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and more arid. “ Hills of salt arose,” he declares, “ out of
which the natives constructed their houses, without any fear
of their melting beneath a shower in a region where rain
was unknown.” The land became almost a desert and was
filled with such multitudes of wild beasts-as to be con- .
sidered their proper inheritance, and scarcely disputed with
them by the human race. Farther to the south the soil no
longer afforded food even to these wild tenants; there was
not the trunk of a tree nor a drop of water; total silence
and desolation reigned. Such is the general picture which
Herodotus draws of this northern boundary of the great
African desert, which must be acknowledged to be fairly
accurate.

In the tract westward from Egypt, behind the great “ Af-
rican forehead,” the first object was the celebrated shrine of
Ammon, dedicated to the Theban Jove, and to which the
Greeks ascribed a higher prophetic power than even to their
own Delphic Oracle. This temple, situated in the midst of
almost inaccessible deserts, was distinguished for a fountain
which, warm at midnight, became always colder and colder’
till noon. Ten days’ journey beyond Ammon lay ZEgila,
occupied by the Nasamones; a numerous people, who in
winter fed their flocks on the seacoast, and in summer re-
paired to collect and store up the dates here growing on
extensive forests of palm trees. To this people are as-
cribed various singular customs, among which was their
mode of foreseeing the future by laying themselves to
sleep on the tombs of their ancestors, watching the dreams
which arose in this position, and treasuring them up in
oracles, ~

After the Gindanes and the Lotophagi, who ate the lotus
and made wine from its fruit, came the Machlyes and the
Auses, dwelling round the lake of Tritonis, the scene of the
reported birth and oracle of Minerva, with which were con-
nected many celebrated fables of ancient mythology.

Strabo, who wrote after the Roman sway was fully estab-

lished over Africa, gives a much more exact report of its
3
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western regions. Extending his view beyond the Atlas
Mountains, he describes the Mauri, peopling a rich territory
on the Atlantic coast capable of yielding the most copious
harvest. Nothing, however, could wean the nation from the
wandering life in which they delighted, moving continually
with their tents from place to place, wrapped in the skins of
wild beasts, riding without saddle, and often without bridle,
on small, swift horses. THe represented them as fighting
with sword and spear, not with the poisoned arrows' im-
puted to them by Horace, which are used at present in
central Africa, Eastward, around Carthage, he finds the
Masszsuli, who followed the same wandering life, and were
called Nomads or Numidians; but Masinissa had already
inured them to the practice of agriculture and to some of -
the refinements of polished life. Carthage at its first sub-
jection was razed to the ground and left long desolate ; but
the Romans, attracted by the view of the fine region which
surrounds it, soon established a colony there and elevated
it to its former rank as the greatest city of Africa.

" Another territory of which the ancients had considerable
knowledge was that extending upward along the Nile, the
immediate borders of which have always been both habit-
able and fertile.

The philosophers of Memphis, followed even by Mela,
the great Latin geographer, surmised that the unknown
and inaccessible fountains of the Nile lay on the opposite
side of the globe, where during our summer it was winter ;
consequently the greatest rains then fell and the swollen
" waters, flowing across the whole breadth of the torrid zone,
acquired a soft and mellow taste. But the most singular
hypothesis is that of Ephorus, who thought that Egypt
was full of gaps or chinks, which in winter absorbed the
water, but sweat it out under the influence of the summer
heat. Diodorus takes superfluous pains to show that this
theory, so absurd in itself, had no correspondence with the
facts of the case. The real cause, arising from the rains
which fall on the high mountains in the interior and tropical
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regions, was mentioned and strongly supported by Agathar-
chides, who wrote a learned work on the Red Sea.

The name of Ethiopia was generally applied by the ancients
to the south of Africa, and even Arabia, and to all countries
inhabited by black people. - The region, however, which ex-
tends for several hundred miles along the Nile above Egypt
formed the ancient Ethiopia, a sacred realm in which the
priests placed the most revered objects of their mythology.

The Greeks, who had settled in Egypt during the wise
government of the Ptolemies, carried on a considerable
navigation along the eastern coast of the Red Sea. Ptolemy
Euergetes seems to have conquered part of "Abyssinia,
forming it into a kingdom of which Axum was the capital;
and the fine remains of Grecian architecture still attest the
fact of this city having been a great and civilized metropolis.

The whole of Africa known to the Greeks at that time
comprised a wide extent of shore, but exténded a very
short distance inland, being bounded on each side by two
unknown coasts, which stretched so far that it was not pos-
sible to conjecture their termination. Two tempestuous
oceans, a desert, the most dreary on the face of the earth and
infested by multitudes of huge and ferocious animals, were
the barriers'that so closely lemmed in ancient settlers, and
could not, in any instance, be passed with impunity. Yet
the principle of curiosity cannot be extinguished in the human
breast, and with courageous natures obstacles often create a
greater desire to master a difficulty.

The two earliest expeditions known are related by Herod-
otus. One of the greatest of the native kings of Egypt was
Necho, whose name ranks second only. to that of Sesostris,
who lived about two hundred years before Herodotus. The
habits and prejudices of the ancient Egyptians were unfavor-
able to maritime enterprise ; yet Necho, endowed with the
spirit of a great man, which made him superior to the age in
which he lived, eagerly sought the solution of the mystery
of Africa’s outlines. He employed Pheenician navigators, of
whose proceedings Herodotus received an-account from the
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Egyptian priests. Proceeding down the Red Sea, they
entered the Indian Ocean; and in a voyage of three years
made the complete circuit of the continent, passing through
the Pillars of Hercules (Straits of Gibraltar), and up the Med-
iterranean to Egypt. They related that in the course of this
very long voyage they had repeatedly drawn their boats on
land, sowed grain in a favorable place and season, waited till
the crop grew and ripened under the influence of a tropical
heat, then reaped it, and continued their progress.

The other expedition had its origin in the country of the
Nasamones. Five young men formed themselves into an
African. association, personally to explore what was still un-
known in the vast-interior of this continent. They passed,
first, the region inhabited by man; then that which was.
tenanted by wild beasts ; lastly, they reached the great sandy
waste. Having laid in a good stock of water and provisions,
they traveled many days, partly in a western direction, and
at length reached one of the oases, or verdant islands, which
fortunately are widely scattered -over the desert. Here they
saw trees laden with delicious fruit, some of which they had
begun to pluck, when there suddenly appeared a band of
“ little black men,” who seized and carried them off as cap-
tives. ‘

The next expedition on record was made under less pleas-
ing auspices. Sataspes, a Persian nobleman, had been
condemned by Xerxes to crucifixion, on account of some
crime of which he had been guilty; but his mother by car-
nest entreaty obtained a commutation of the sentence into
one which she represented as still more severe—that of sail-
ing round Africa. Under this heavy necessity, Sataspes
coasted along the Mediterranean, passed the western point
of the continent, and began a southward course. But he who
undertook to explore this vast country with no interest in
the subject, buoyed up by no gay enthusiasm, and urged only
by the fear of death behind, was ill prepared for achieving
so mighty an enterprise. Sataspes sailed southward for a
congiderable space, but when he saw the Atlantic waves
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beating against the dreary shore of the Sahara, that scene of
frequent shipwreck, it probably appeared to him that any
ordinary form of death was preferable to this. He returned
and presented himself before Xerxes, giving a doleful de-
scription of the hardships which he had encountered, declar-
ing that the ship at last stood still of itself and could by no
exertion be made toproceed. That proud monarch, refusing

Mauri in Forest of Bananas

to listen to such an explanation, ordered the original sen-
tence to be immediately executed. ' .
‘Carthage, the greatest maritime and commercial state of
antiquity, and which considered Africa.and the Atlantic
coast as her peculiar domain, must have made several ex-
ploratory voyages before she could establish those extensive
connections upon which her trade was founded. Of all such
attempts, however, the record of only one remains. It con-
sisted of an expedition on a large scale, sent out about five
hundred and seventy years before the Christian era, for the
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joint purpose of colonization and discovery; under an admiral
named Hanno. He carried with him, in sixty large vessels,
emigrants of both sexes to the number of thirty thousand.
At the distance of two days’ sail beyond the Pillars of Her-
cules the Carthaginians founded the city of Thymioterium,
and afterward, on the wooded promontory of Solocis, erected
a stately temple to Neptune. They then built successively
four other cities, after which they came to the great river
Lixus, flowing from Libya and the high boundary of the
Atlas. Its banks were infested by numbers of wild beasts,
and inhabited only by savage Ethiopians, living in caves, and
repelling every friendly overture. Proceeding for three days
along a desert-coast, the navigators reached an island, which
they named Cerne, situated in a recess of the sea, where they .
established theirlast colony. Sailing onward still fora num-
ber of days, they saw a large river full of crocodiles and hip-
popotami, and containing a number of small islands. - The
inhabitants were timid and fled at their approach, but the
coast presented some remarkable phenomena. During the
day deep silence reigned; but as soon as the sun set fires
blazed on the shore,.and the shouts of men were mingled
with the varied sounds of cymbals, trumpets, and other
musical instruments. This scene, being new to the Cartha-
ginians, struck them with terror, but in fact it must have
atisen from the custom prevalent over native Africa, where
the inhabitants often rest during the oppressive heat of the
day, and spend a great part of the night in dancmcf and
festivity.

The individual who in that early age made the most reso-
lute and persevering effort to explore Africa was Eudoxus,
a native of the city of Cyzicus, who lived about one hundred
and thirty years before Christ, but I am unable to trace the
final result of his expeditions.

The ruins of ancient cities, forts, mines, and hieroglyphics,
and the testimony- of the earliest travelers, seem to demon-
strate that in different parts of the Dark Continent there were
in ancient times large centers of civilized people, who, over-
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whelmed by the surrounding barbarous nations, or yielding to
the inevitable tendencies of human nature, lapsed into decay.
It is now, for example, generally allowed that the land of
Ophir, where-the ships of Solomon and his friend, Hiram of
Tyre, went once in three years to bring back gold and pre-
cious stones and other merchandise, was in the vicinity of
Zambesia, far down on the eastern coast of Africa, and not in
Arabia, and the recent opening of the gold-producing coun-
tries south of the Zambesi, and the evidences of ancient mines
found there, have served to confirm this opinion.

I.have found one thing to the credit of Nero, the Roman
tyrant, Sixty years after Christ he sent an expedition to
explore the source of the Nile, and this is the first attempt
we have on record of an enterprise which, eighteen hundred
years later, our own Stanley completed.

A Ship of the Desert
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CHAPTER III
The Invasions of Istam

Y far the most momentous epoch in the
d  history of the Dark Continent, after
the Roman conquest and the division
of the empire, was the invasion of Mo-
hammedanism. For hundreds of years
after the Roman - conquest and the di-
vision of the empire there had been
continued fighting along the Mediter-
ranean, seriously retarding exploration
and colonization. But one episode is
“especially worthy of mention. Four hundred and eighty

years after Christ eighty thousand Vandals (men, womnlen,

and children) crossed from Spain to North Africa. For a

hundred years these Teuton people held their own, but

finally disappeared from history and blended with other

peoples. The time had not come for people of our blood to

have a hand in the division of the Dark Continent.

The aggressive Arabs began their work of conquest six
hundred and forty years after. Christ, and in seventy ycars
Europe was swept out of the Dark Continent and all North
Africa was practically Mohammedanized. Wave after wave
of Arab emigrants poured in. Cities were built, and- great

_ progress made in agriculture, commerce, and art. For
seven hundred and fifty years this process went on, so that
at the close of the fourteenth century Mohammedanism
had crossed the Sahara, had a good footing in Soudan, in
the Niger region, as well as in Abyssinia and down the
East Coast to Sofala, where the Portuguese in the six-
teenth. century found rich Arab cities. Caravan routes,
with the use of camels, were established across the desert.
Regular reports and annual pilgrimages to Mecca from
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different parts promoted knowledge of countries and peo-
ple. Learning was advanced. At present the Moham-
medan University at Cairo is one of the world’s great seats
of learning. ‘When one of the teachers was lately asked by
a traveler what was taught there, the reply was, “We teach
God.” '

The triumph of the followers of Mohammed, who in fifty
years spread their arms and their creed over half the eastern
. world, produced an immense change in the social system of
even the remote Mauritania, which seemed doomed to be
the inheritance of a barbarous and nomadic race, but was
converted by them into a civilized empire; and its capital,
Fez, became a distinguished school of learning. Their love
of improvement reached even the most distant regions.
They introduced the camel, which, though a native of the
sandy wastes of Arabia, was equally adapted to the still
more immense and awful deserts that stretch over Affrica.
Paths were opened through wilds which had hitherto defied
all human efforts to penetrate.. An intercourse by means
of caravans was formed with the interior countries to obtain
a supply of gold and slaves; and, amid the sanguinary dis-
putes which arose aniong the déscendants of the prophet,
many, whose ill fortune exposed them to the enmity of suc-
cessful rivals, sought refuge on the opposite side of the
Great Desert. By successive migrations they not only be-
came numerous in central Africa, but, from superior skill in
the art of war, rose to be the ruling power. They founded
several flourishing kingdoms in that part of the continent
which Europeans vainly sought to reach till they were
- recently explored. Of these states Ghana was the most
flourishing, forming the great market for gold. Its sovereign
was acknowledged supreme by all the neighboring princes;
while his court displayed a splendor and was adorned with
objects hitherto unexampled in central Africa. Among its
ornaments were paintings, sculpture, and glass windows,
which being before unknown excited the surprise and admi-
ration of the natives. The king is said to have ridden out
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attended by elephants and camelopards, tamed by an art
then first introduced, and since lost.

This prince made a great profession of _]uSthC, going out
twice every day and presenting himself to all who wished
to offer petition or complaint. The vicissitudes of fortune
subverted the kingdom of Ghana, and made its territory
successively subject to Timbuctoo, Kashna, and Sackatoo:
- but later travelers found it under the changed name of Kano.

The City of Tangier

Tocrur, about twenty-four days’ journey northwest of
Ghana, was a kingdom inferior to the other, yet powerful
and independent. It carried on an-extensive traffic with
the people of the “remotest west,” who brought shells
(cowries?) and brass, for which they received gold and
ornaments. Mention is made of the fine cotton cloths
which formed the staple manufacture.  Tocrur appears
evidently to be Sackatoo or Soccatoo, since the capital of
an empire which comprises Ghana and all the neighboring
~ countries.
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Kuku, to the eastward of Ghana, forms another kingdom
on whose power and extent the Arabian writers largely
dilate. This country is manifestly Bornou, named from its
capital, which bears still the same appellation. Twenty
days’ journey to-the south was Kaugha, a city famous for
industry and useful arts, and women who were skilled in the
secrets of magic.

To the south of Ghana lay Wangara, a dlStllCt that is said
to bave contained gold, the commodity for which African
commetce was so much prized. This region is described as
" intersected and overflowed during the rainy season by the
branches of the Nile. There seems to be some confusion of
~ ideas about this country and its golden products. A district
in the southern part of Soudan is called Oongoroo, or
Ungura; but it no longer furnishes gold, nor is Ghana at
the present day the market for that valuable staple of cen-
tral Africa. In the mountainous countries to the southwest
this metal is still collected abundantly, in the very manner
described by the Arabian writers.

The whole range of Alpine territory to the southwest of
the region now described was called Lamiam, and presented
a continued scene of barbarous violence. It was branded as
the land of’ the infidels—of a people”to whom none of the
charities of life were due, and against whom the passions of
cruelty and of avarice might be gratified without remorse.
Expeditions or slave hunts were therefore made into these
unfortunate countries, when, after a bloody conflict, victims
were seized, carried off, and sold to the merchants of north-
ern Africa, who conveyed them to all parts of the eastern
world. The same cruel and iniquitous traffic is carried on
in a similar manner, and with unabated activity, at the pres-
ent day.

The Arabians do not. seem to have been very accurately
informed. They describe the Atlantic as only about five
hundred miles beyond Tocrur, although two thousand
would have been nearer the truth; perhaps they mistook
the great lake Dibbie for the sea. They mention the island
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of Ulil, whence were brought great quantities of salt. Ulil,
though called an island, was probably Walet, the great in-
terior market for the mineral; but all the features of the
country around and beyond it seem to have been confusedly
blended together by the Mohammedan authors.

At -the time when- the Arabian geographers flourished
the Christian religion was professed not only in Abyssinia,
but even in Nubia, to its northern frontier at Syene. The
bigotry and dislike produced by hostile creeds not only
deprived these writers'of the means of information, but led
them to view with contempt everything relating to countries
accounted infidel. Their notikces, theiefore, of the regions
in the Upper Nile and along the western shores of the Red
Sea are exceeding meager. It was otherwise with the
castern coast of Africa on the Indian Ocean. The people
of southern Arabia, who were then actively employed in
commerce and navigation, had not only explored, but formed
establishments at Mombasa, Mclinda, Mogambique; and all
the leading points on that coast, which were still found in
their possession by the early Portuguese navigators.

Ibn Batuta commenced his peregrination through interior
Africa from Fez. He went first to Segilmissa; situated in-a
territory abounding with date trees. Having joined a cara-
van, he came, after a journey of twenty-five days, to Thar.
gari, which some manuscripts make Tagaza, and is therefore
evidently the Tegazza of Leo, supposed by Major Rennel
to be the modern Tisliect, containing the mine which
supplied Timbuctoo with salt. From Thargari he went in
twenty days to Tashila, three days beyond which com-
menced a “desert of the most dreary aspect,” where there
was neither water, beast, nor bird, * nothing but sand and
hills of sand.” In ten days he came to Abu Latin, a large
town, crowded with merchants from various quarters of the
continent. ’ ' :

.From Abu Latin, or Walet, the adventurer proceeded to
Mali, then the most flourishing country and city in that part
of the continent. This Mali is evidently the Melli of Leo,
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who described 11: as SLtuated on a river to the south of Tim-
buctoo, but it is not easy to identify it with any modern
position.” Aftér waiting upon the king he was informed
that a presént  was on its way to him, and he feasted his
imagination on the idea of some rich dress or golden orna-
ment; instead of which the whole consisted of a crust of
bread, a dried fish, and sour milk., The traveler was
astonished by the immense bulk of the trees of this region,
in the. hollow trunk of one of which he observed a weaver
plying his trade. ’

From Mali our traveler turned northward to Timbuctoo.
This city. was then subject to Mali, governed by a Negro
viceroy, and far from possessing the celebrity and impor-
tance which it has since attained. The town is described as
being chiefly peopled by merchants from.Latham, but what
particular country that was it appears now impossible to
conjecture. He next proceeded eastward, by Kakaw, Bar-
dama, and Nakda, where he seems to have been near.
Nubia, but gives no further details until. he again arrives
at Fez. i :

About two centuries after Ibn Batuta a very full descrip-
tion of Africa was furnished by a geographer named Leo,
who was honored by the surname of Africanus. He was a
native of Granada, but after the capture of that city by
Ferdinand repaired to Fez, and in that -once eminent
school acquired a knowledge of Arabic and of the African
continent. He afterward traveled through a great part of
the interior, and having repaired to Rome wrote his descrip-
tion of Africa under the auspices of Leo X. It appears that
since the time of Edrisi one of those revolutions to which
barbarous states are liable had greéatly changed the aspect
of these countries. Timbuctoo, which at the former period
either did not exist, or was not thought worthy of mention,
had now risen to be the most powerful of the interior king-
doms, and the great centet of commerce and wealth.
Ghana, once péssessed of imperial greatness, had already

changed its name to Kano, and was ranked as tributary to
L :
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Timbuctoo. Bornou appeared under its old appellationA;
and several kingdoms which have since held a conspicuous
place are mentioned for the first time—Casena or Cassina
(Kashna), Zegzeg, Zanfara, and Guber. Gago, represented
as being four hundred miles southeast of Timbuctoo, is evi-
dently Eyeo. Ghinea or Gheneoa, described as a city of
great commerce and splendor, has been supposed to be
Ghana; but I think it is evidently Jenne, which Park
_found to be the largest and most flourishing city of Ban-
barra. At Timbuctoo many of the merchants were opulent,
and two of them had obtained princesses in marriage.’
Literature was cultivated with ardor, and manuscripts bore
a -higher price than any other commodity. Izchia, the
king who had been successful in subduing all the neighbor-
ing countries, maintained an army of three thousand horse
and a numerous infantry, partly armed with poisoned
arrows. Gold, for which Timbuctoo had now become the
chief mart, was lavishly employed in the ornament of his
court and person. He displayed solid masses, and some of
his ornaments weighed one thousand three hundred ounces.
The royal palace and several mosques were handsomely
buiit of stone; but the ordinary habitations here, as in all
central Africa, were merely bell-shaped huts, the material
of which were stakes, clay, and reeds.

It was from Asia and the Mohammedan, and not from
Europe, that we have the first serious division of Africa,
and similarity of climate may have had much to do with
bringing this about. Islamism brought with it political
organization, some civilization, commercial activity, and the
establishment of slavery as an institution.
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The MRomance of Exrplotation

CHAPTER 1V
The Portuguese and Dutch

OR ten centuries, during the decline of the

Roman empire, the ‘irruption of the.
~ barbarous nations, and the operation of

the rude systems of, feudal polity, Eu.

rope remained sunk in profound apathy.
respecting all objects relating to science,
discovery, and distant commerce. The
splendor of the Crescent for ashort
interval outshone all that was brightest,
in the Christian world ; and the courts
of Bagdad, of Fez, and of Cordova were,
more l‘eﬁne,dl and__ more enlightened than '
those of London and Paris.

Satisfied with the wealth and power to which they had
been raised by local and limited commerce, the various Eu-
ropean republics made no attempt to open a more extended
path over the. ocean. Their pilots guided most of the ves-
sels which were engaged in the early voyages of discovery,
but the means were furnished by the monarchs who em-
ployed them, whose ports were situated upon the shores of
the Atlantic.

About the end of the fifteenth: century, however, the
human mind began to make a movement in every direction
—in religion, science, freedom, and industry. It sought not
‘only to break loose. from that thraldom in which it had been
bound for ages, but to rival and éven surpass all that had’

been achieved during the most. brilliant eras of antiquity,
53
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These high aims were particularly directed to the depart-
ment of maritime discovery. The invention of the compass,
the skill of the Venetian and the Genoese pilots, and the
knowledge transmitted from former times inspired mankind
with the hope of being able to pass all the ancient barriers
and to throw light upon regions hitherto unknown. A small"
power, long sunk in apathy and political degradation, started
first in this career, and took the lead for a certain time of all
the European states. Portugal, during the reign of its
kings John and Emmanuel, stood preeminent in enterprise
and intelligence. No idea, however, was yet entertained of
the new worlds which were afterward discovered by the
_daring spirit of Columbus. The local position of Portugal,
its wars and expeditions against Morocco, led to the idea
that the western border of Africa was the best field for dis-
‘covery. The information respecting this coast was still very
limited, so that the passage of Cape Bojador by Gilianez, in
1433, caused a surprise and admiration almost equal to that
occasioned by the discovery of America. A rapid progress
was afterward made along the shore of the Sahara, and the
Portuguese navigators were not long in reaching the fertile
regions watered by the Senegal and the Gambia.

- The mariners saw, however, only naked rocks and burning
sands stretching immeasurably into the interior, and afford-
ing no encouragement to any project of settlement. Beyond
Cape Blanco, Nuno Tristan, in 1443, discovered the island
of Arguin, and, notwithstanding the disaster of Gonzalo da
- Cintra, who in 14485 was killed by a party of Moors, the Por-
tuguese made it for some time their principal settlement.
The country was far from presenting a brilliant aspect,
though it was. visited by caravans of the ¢ Barbariis and
Luddaias ' (the people of Bambarra and Ludamar), who
gave a very favorable report of the interior regions.

In 1446 Diniz Fernandez discovered Cape Verde, and in
the following year Lancelot entered the Senegal. The Por-
‘tuguese found in this neighborhood fertile and populous
fegions that promised to reward their exertions much more
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efficiently than the visionary name after which they had so
eagerly inquired. A circumstance occurred, also, most con-
venient for monarchs who contemplate an extension of do-
minion. Bemoy, a prince of the Jaloff nation, came to Ar-
guin complaining that he had been driven from the throne
and entreating the aid of the Portuguese to- restore to. him.
his crown, which he was willing to wear as. their ally, and
even as their vassal.  Bemay:was. recgived s#ith open arms
and conveyed to Lisbon, Here hée experienced a brilliant
reception, and his visit was celebrated by all the festal ex-
hibitions peculiar to that acre——bullﬂghts, puppet shows, and
even feasts of dogs. On this o¢casion Bemoy made a dis-
play of the agility of his nativé attendants, who, on foot,
kept pace with the swiftest hotses, mounting and alighting
from these animals at full gallép. After being instructed in
the Christian religion he was baptized and did homage to
the king and to the pope for the crown which was to be
placed on his head; for which purpose a powerful arma-
ment, under the comman_d of Pero Vaz d’Acunba, was sent
out with him to the bal}‘ks of the Senegal.

The conclusion of this adventure was extremely tragical.
A quarrel having arisetf between Bemoy and the commander,
the latter stabbed thé prince on board his vessel. Whether
this violent deed wds prompted -by the heat of passion or
by well-grounded &uspicions of Bemoy's fidelity was never
fully investigated’; but the king learned the event with deep
regret, and in €dnsequence gave up his design of building
a fort on the Sénegal. He made, however, no pause in his
indefatigable éfforts to trace the abode of Prester John.
Ambassadors were sént into the interior, and, according to
De Barros, éven as far as Timbuctoo. All endeavors were
in vain as to the primary object, but the Portuguese thereby
gained a more complete knowledge of this part of the inte-
rior Africd than was afterward attained in Europe till a very
recent périod. :

The -Portuguese continued their explorations until, in
1471, they réached the Gold Coast, when, dazzled by the
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importance and splendor.of the commodity, the commerce
of which gave name to that region, they built the city of
Elmina, and made it the capital of their possessions on this
continent. Pushing onward to Benin, they received a curious
account of an'embassy said to’ be sent. at. the accession of
every new monarch to the court of a sovereign called Ogane,
resident seven or eight hundred miles in the interior. When
the ambassadors were introduced a silk curtain shrouded
the monarch from their view till the moment of their de-
parture, when the royal foot was graciously put forth from
under -the- veil, and “reverence done to it as to a holy
thing.” . e .

In 1484 Diego Cam sailed from Elmina in quest of new,
shores on which the emblem of Portuguese dominion might
be.planted. After passing Cape St.” Catharine he found
himiself involved in a very strong current setting out from
the land, which. was still distant, though the water, when
tasted, was found to be fresh.” It was conjectured, there-
fore, that he was ncar the mouth of a great river, which .
proved to bethe fact.. It has since become celebrated un-.
der the name of the Zaire, or Congo. Diego, on reaching its
southern bank, erected his first pillar—an event considered
to be so memorable that-the stream itself has often, by Por-
tuguese writers, been termed the * River. of the Pillar.”
He ascended its shores, opened an intercourse with the
natives, and inquired after the residence of their sovereign.
They pointed to a place at a considerable distance in the
interior,~and undertook to guide thither a-mission, which
-they pledged themselves, within a stipulated period, to lead
back in safety. As the.natives. meantime passed and re.
passed on the most intimate footing, Diego took advantage
of a moment when several of the principal persons were on
board his ship, weighed anchor, and stood out to sea. He
soothed the alarm visible in the countenances of their coun-
trymen on shore by signs intimating that this step was
taken solely to gratify the anxious desire of his sovereign to
see and converse with these African chiefs; that in fifteen
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moons they should certainly be brought back again; and
that, meanwhile, a number of his people should be left as
hostages. Diego then sailed to Lisbon, where he introduced
with triumph these living trophies of his discovery. The
king was highly gratified, and held many conversations with
the Congo princes, whom he loaded with honors and caused
to be conveyed back at the appointed period to the shores
of the Zaire. On Diego’s arrival at the river it was highly
gratifying to see, waiting on the bank, the part of his crew
‘whom he had left as pledges, and respecting whom he had
felt some anxiety. He was invited to court, where the king
not only received him with kindness, but agreed to embrace
Christianity and to send several of his principal chiefs to
Europe to be instructed in its principles. They sailed ac-
cordingly, and this new arrival of Congo leaders of the first
rank gave fresh satisfaction at Lisbon. They remained two
years, experiencing the very best tredtment, and on their
being considered ripe for baptism the king stood godfather
to the principal envoy and his chief notables to others, on
which occasion the Africans received the names of the per-
sons by whom they had beett thus honored.

In 1490 a new expedition, guided by Ruy de Sousa, con-
veyed back the Congo nobles to their native country. The
Portuguese on their arrival wete received by the king in full
pomp. The native troops approached in three lines, mak-
ing so great a noise with hotns, kettledrums, and. other in-
struments, and raising shouts so tremendous, as to syrpass
all that the Europeans had ever witnessed in processions
and invocations to the saints, The king himself was seated
in the midst of a large park, upon an ivory chair raised on
a platform. He was dressed in rich and glossy skins of wild
beasts, a bracelet of brass hanging from his left arm, a
horse’s tail from his shoulder, and on his head a bonnet of
fine cloth woven from the palm tree. He gave full permis-
sion to erect a church; and when murmurs were heard from
a few of his attendants he instantly offered to put them to
death on the spot, but the Portuguese laudably dissuaded.
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him from so violent a step. He himself and all his nobles
were baptized, and free scope was allowed to the exertion
of the Catholic- missionaries. These churchmen seem to
have been really animated with a very devoted and perse-
vering zeal ; but they had unfortunately conceived an incor-. -
rect idea of what they came to teach, and instead of incul-
cating the pure doctrines and precepts of Christianity
merely amused the people with empty and childish pageant-
ry.. The presentation of beads, Agni Dei, images of the Ma-
donna and saints, the splendid processions, the rich furni.
ture, and solemn ceremonies of the Church dazzled the eyes
of the natives, and made them view Christianity only as a
gay and pompous pageant in which it would be an amuse-
ment to join. There was, however, one point which the
missionaries soon began very conscientiously, and perhaps.
in rather too hasty and peremptory a manner, to enforce:
Appalled by the host of wives that surrounded every African
prince or chief, and whom it had been his constant study-
and pride to multiply, the missionaries desired their con-
verts to select one and to dismiss all the others. This was
considered an unwarrantable inroad on one of the most ven-.
erable institutions of the realm of Congo. - To the aged
monarch the privation appeared so intolerable that he there-
upon renounced his Christian profession and- plunged again
into the abyss of pagan superstition. Happily Alphonso,
the youthful heir apparent, saw nothing so dreadful in the
sacrifice ; he cheerfully submitted ‘to it, and, braving his.
father's displeasure, remained attached to the Portuguese.
The old king dying soon after, the zealous convert became
entitled to reign; but his brother, Panso Agquitimo, sup-
ported: by the chiefs and almost the whole nation, raised
the standard of rebellion in support of polygamy and pagan-
ism. - A civil war ensued; in which the prince had little more
than a handful of Portuguese to oppose to the innumerable
host of his rebel countrymen ; however, in consequence, as
his adherents believed, of the appearance in the clouds at
one time of Saint James and at another of the Virgin Mary,



In Darkest Africa ’ 61

he always came off victorious.” Doubtless the better-arms
and discipline of the Portuguese rendered them superior
in the field to the undisciplined host of their assailants.

The Portuguese, while they bore away the palm of maritime
enterprise from-all other natioms, considered Africa most
especially as the region which they had won for themselves,
and had covered with trophies of discovery and victory.
But after being subjected to the cruel and degrading yoke
of Philip II, of Spain, they lost all their spirit and energy.
Under the same influence they became involved in hostility
with the Dutch, who had risen to the first rank as a naval
people, and whose squadrons successively stripped them of
their most important possessions in this continent as well as
in the East Indies. In 1637 Elmina itself, their capital,
fell into the hands of these bold and su‘ccessful rivals, and
at present the boasted lords and rulers of Guinea have not
an acre left of their extensive dominions along the whole
western coast; they retain the Madeira and other islands,
which certainly are not destitute of beauty, and even of some
degree of political and commercial value. '

- The southern extremity of Africa had long attracted the

particular attention of modern navigators. To pass this

mighty cape formed the main object of ambition with the

Portuguese in their celebrated voyages of discovery along the

African coast. After almost a céntury had been spent in

successive endeavors to accomplish that undertaking, Diaz

obtained a view of this great promontory; but the stormy

sky.in which it was enveloped, and the fearful swell pro-

duced by the conflict of the contending oceans, appalled
even that stout navigator. He named it the Cape of
Tempests, and immediately returned with his shattered

barks to Portugal. The king, with a bolder spirit, sub-

stituted forthwith the name of Cape of Good Hope, which

it has ever since retained; yet some years elapsed before

the daring sailors of Gama rounded this formidable barrier

and crossed the ocean to the golden shores of India.

The Portuguese, however, engrossed by the discovery and
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conquest of. the kingdoms of. the East, and busied in.load-
ing their vessels with the produce. of those vast and opulent
regions, scarcely deigned to cast an eye on the rude border
.of southern Africa, its terraces of granite, its naked Karroo
plains, or the filthy and- miserable kraals of the Hottentot.
Their fleets stopped occasionally for water and refresh-
ments, but no attempts were made to occupy, and still less
-to colonize, this barren and unpromising country.

.. The eastern coast of Africa, washed by the Indian Ocean,
was a region scarcely visited except by the Portuguese, who
continued. to-throw a veil of mystery over all their dis-
' coveries. In 1498, when Vasco de Gama had rounded the
Cape of Good Hope, he touched at Mo¢ambique, Mombasa,
and" Melinda, where he found the ruling people Arabs and
bigoted Mohammedans. His object was merely to obtain
pilots to guide his fleet to India; but at the two former of
these ports he met an inhospitable and treacherous recep-
tion, while, on.the othelﬂh‘and, he experienced at Melinda
the utmost courtesy, and readily found the means of con.
tinuing his voyage to the coast of Malabar. ~Cabral, who
followed in the footsteps of Gama, likewise visited Quiloa,
which he describes as the capital of an extensive kingdom
and the seat of a flourishing trade, but it was . not till he,
too, reached Melinda that he could obtain any friendly
agsistance. ’ '

The Portuguese sought in African settlements only food’
and: pilots, and made no attempt at conquest. As their
empire, however, extended, resentment or ambition éasily
“furnished . pretexts for attacking those - settlements. In
1505 Almeda, indignant at the reception given to him at
Quiloa and Mombasa, landed and took possession of both
these cities. In 1508 permission was obtained to erect a
fort’ at-Mogambique, by means of which the Portuguese
soon: éxpelled the Arabs and became complete masters of
the town, Attracted by its vicinity to the gold mines, and
its convenience as a place for revictualing and recuperating
their fleets, they made it thé capital of their possessions in
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eastern Africa. Melinda also, which had long shown such
a friendly disposition to Europeans, became at last'unable to
endure the insulting spirit of the Mohammedans; a quarrel
arose, and that city was added to the dominion of. the
Portuguese. They wereat that time masters of an immense
range of coast, fully two thousand miles in length, on which
they held all the principal positions, though without extend:
ing their sway to any distance into the interior.

About 1569 these courageous invaders made two vigorous
attempts, under Nugnez Barreto and Vasco Fernandez, to
advance into the country behind Mogambique, chiefly with
the view of reaching the mines of gold, the product of which
was brought in considerable quantities down the Zambesi
to Sofala. They penetrated a considerable way up the
river, on the banks of which they erected the forts of Sena
and Tete. Its upper course was found overhung by steep
and precipitous rocks, belonging to the mountainous range
of Lupala, which here crosses its channel. They arrived at
‘Zimbao, the capital of Quiteve, or King of Motapa, and even
at the gold mines of Manica; but instead of the expected
profusion of this precious metal tliey found that, as in other
parts of Africa, it was laboriously extracted in small quan:
tities from the extraneous substances in which it is im-
bedded. On this expedition they had frequent encounters
with the natives, who were always beaten in the field; but
the Europeans were so harassed by long marches and by
the scarcity of provisions that they finally returned in a
very exhausted state, and -without having been able to
establish any perinanent dominion over that vast extent of
country.

As the energy of the Poxtuguese government declined
its sway over these colonies was. reduced within . limits
which always- became narrower. In 1631 the people of
Mombasa rebelled, made a general massacre of the Euro-
peans, and- reestablished their independence. About the
~end of the seventeenth century the Imam of Mascat, a

powerful Arabian prince, drove them out of Melinda and
)
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Quiloa. Their possessions are now confined to Mocam-
bique and Sofala, and are maintained even there on a very
reduced scale. The former of these stations, when visited
by Mr. Salt in 1808, was found to contain less than three
thousand inhabitants, of whom only five hundred were
Portuguese; and the fortifications were in so neglected-a
state that an Arabjan chief assured the traveler that with
one hundred stout followers he could drive the subjects of
Portugal out of this capital of eastern Africa. “Yet the
government house, in its interior arrangements,” still ex-
hibits some remains of the ancient splendor of the viceroys.
Mogambique had a considerable commerce in gold, ivory,
and slaves, brought down from the regions of the Upper
Zambesi. ' :

Portugal inaugurated the slave trade between western
Africa and Europe. Antonio Gonsalvo brought home some
gold dust and slaves in 1443. These were probably the first
slaves taken from western Africa by Europeans. Théy were
‘presented to Pope Martin V, and he conferred on Portugal
the right of possession of all countries discovered between
Cape Bojad'o and the Indies, Portugal also had the first of
many chartered companies to trade in African gold and
slaves, ’

While Portugal was practically mistress of Africa during
much of the sixteenth century, England, Spain, and France
were absorbed in the acquisition of territory in the new
western world. - Cortez had conquered Mexico (1520),
Magellan had passed the strait bearing his name, the
Spaniards had introduced slaves into the West Indies (1508),
Cartier had entered the St. Lawrence (1535), and France
began settling Canada (1542), and the year previous De
Soto had been on the Mississippi. .

The thirst for gold grew rapidly as the stories of explora-
tion and conquest multiplied. The slave trade had already
grown to be the chief African traffic. Indians had proved a
failure as slaves in America, A few Negro slaves admitted
into the West Indies had proved such a success that the
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traffic had grown enormously. In 1516 Charles V granted.
a patent to a Flemish trader to import four thousand slaves
annually to the West Indies. The pope opened a slave
- market in Lisbon. As early as 1537, it is said, ten to twelve
thousand slaves were taken there annually and sent to the
West Indies. In 1562 Sir John Hawkins, in spite of the
protest of the_ queen and many philanthropists, inaugurated
the slave trade for England, which later on was chartered
by royal authority. :

For one hundred and fifty years, from 1550 to the close
of the seventeenth century, one by one the leading nations
of Europe began to get footholds on the African coasts,
especially on the west, and Portugal was gradually pushed
out and foundations laid for the permanent division of the
continent. ) ‘

The Dutch having pushed their way into the Indian seas
—where they first rivaled and then supplanted the Portu-
guese—were not long in discovering the important advan-
tage that might be derived from the Cape of Good Hope
as a naval station. In 1650 they founded Cape Town—a
step which led to further improvement, for it thereby be-
came necessary that supplies of grain and provisions
should be drawn from the surrounding country. When,
moreover, it was discovered that on some neighboring hills
the vine could be reared in high perfection a new value was
stamped upon the settlement. The natives, not then desti-
tute of bravery, but ill-armed, undisciplined, and disunited,
‘were easily driven back by the colonists or reduced to an -
almost complete and hopeleéss bondage, and hence the coun-
try for several hundred miles in every diréction, so far as it
afforded any herbage, was soon covered with extensive
grazing farms under Dutch masters. '

About the close of the last century southern Africa ex-
cited a particular interest among thie lovers of natural his-
tory from the brilliancy of its floral productions and from
those remarkable forms of the animal kingdom which though
generally diffused over that continent could be most safely
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and easily studied in the vicinity of the cape. In 1778 Cap-
tain Henry Hope, who under the authority of the Dutch
government had penetrated into the interior of the colony
with a caravan of eighty-nine persons, published at Amster- -
dam a work containing plates of the giraffe (or camelopard),
the zebra, the hippopotamus, the gnu, and other animals
then almost unknown in Europe. Soon after the whole
region was carcfully surveyed by two eminent naturalists,
first Sparrmann, and then Le Vaillant.

" The Hottentots were “reduced almost universally to
the condition of slaves—not transferable, indeed, but at-
tached to the soil, and not on that account the better
treated.” Frequent use was made of a heavy leathern thong,
the lashes inflicted with which were measured not by num-
ber, but time. Connecting this punishment with his favorite
luxury, the Dutchman ordered the flogging of the culprit to
continue while he himself smoked a certain number of

pipes.

Cattle of the Boers
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CHAPTER V
England and France Explore Africa

$ UROPE began to realize that there was
an important gold trade carried on at
Timbuctoo and along the ‘Niger at the
beginning of the seventeenth century.
Letters were even received from:Morocco,
representing its treasures as surpassing
those of Mexico and Peru. On that side,
indeed, the immense desert and its barbar-
ous inhabitants rendered these central,
regions almost inaccessible ; but there was
another channel which seemed to open
the fairest and most tempting prospects.
According to all the geographical systems of that age, the
great river Niger, which flowed through the interior of the
continent, and by whose alluvion its plains were covered
with gold, was understood to empty itself-into the Atlantic
either by the Senegal or Gambia, or, as was more commonly
supposed, by both these rivers, imagined to be branches
proceeding from the great stream. By ascending either
the Senegal or Gambia, it therefore seemed possible to
reach Timbuctoo and the country of gold; and this became
a favorite object with several European nations.

In 1618 a company was formed in ‘England for the pur-
pose of exploring the Gambia, They sent out, the same year,
Richard Thompson. In the month of December he entered
the river, and proceeding as high as Kassan, a fortified town,
he left most of his crew, while he pushed on in small
boats. The Portuguese, who ‘were still numerous in that
district and retained all their lofty claims, were seized with
bitter jealousy at this expedition made by a foreign and rival
power.. Led on by Hector Nunez, they furiously attacked
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the party which had been left at Kassan, and succeeded in
making a general massacre of the English. Thompson, on
learnmg these dreadful tidings, although unable to make any
effort to avenge the slaughter of his countrymen, still main-
tained his station on the river, and sent home encouraging
accounts of the general prospects of the undertaking. The
company listened to his statement, and sent out another
vessel, giving command to Richard Jobson, to whom we
are indebted for the first satisfactory account of the great
river districts of western Africa.

Jobson entered the.Gambia in November, 1620, but was
dismayed when he received the tidings that Thompson had
perished by the hands of his own'men. Notwithstanding the
shock caused by this intelligence, he did not suffer himself to

_bediscouraged, but pushing briskly up the river, soon arrived
at Kassan. The Portuguese inhabitants had mostly fled be-
fore his arrival, while the few who remained professed, in re-
spect to Hector Nunez and the massacre of the English
crew, an ignorance, and even a horror, for which he gave
them very little credit. He had reason, on the contrary,
to believe that they were forming a scheme of attack, and’
even urging the natives to rise against the English; and such
was the dread of their machinations that scarcely anyone
could be prevailed on to act as his pilot. Notwithstanding
these suspicions and alarms he still pursued his course, but
after passing the falls of Barraconda he found himself involved
in great difficulties. . The ascent was to be made against a
rapid current ; the frequency of hidden rocks made it danger-
ous to sail in the night ; and the boat often struck upon sand
banks and shallows, when it was necessary for the crew to
strip and go into the water to push it over these obstacles.

- The English now beheld an entirely new world and a new
aspect of nature. On everyside there were immense forests
of unknown trees, while both the land and the water were
inhabited by multitudes of savage animals whose roarmgs
made every night hideous. i
After innumerable difficultics and adventures the party
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arrived at Tenda on the 26th of January, 1621, where they
expected to meet with Buckar Sano, the chief merchant on
the Gambia. : ‘

The report-of a vessel come up to trade attracted a great
number of natives from the neighboring districts, who reared
temporary hovels and soon formed a little village on each
side of the river. Speedily there appeared five hundred or
more of an even less civilized race, covered with skins of wild
animals, “the tails hanging from the beasts.”  The women,
who had never before seen a white man; at: first ran away,
but the sight of a few beads soon allured them to return.
Unluckily, the universal cry was for salt, a commodity de- .
ficient and much desired through all central Africa. But
Jobson, not duly apprised of this, had not laid in a sufficient
stock. Everything else was lightly prized in comparison,
and many who were coming to swell the market, on learning
that he had no salt, instantly turned back. .

Buckar Sano undertook to introduce the English at the
court of Tenda. On reaching the king’s presence they wit-
nessed an example of the debasing homage usually paid to
Negro princes, and of which Clappetton, in Eyeo, afterward
saw several striking instances. The great and wealthy mer-
chant, appearing in the presence of the king, first fell on his
knees, then, throwing off his' shitt, extended himself naked
and flat on the ground, while his attendants almost buried
him beneath dust and mud. After groveling for some time
in this prone position he started up, shook off the earth,
which two of his wives assisted in clearing from his person,
and he was then speedily equipped in his best attire, with
bow and quiver. He and Hhis attendants, after having made
a semblance of shooting at Jobson, laid their bows at his
feet, which was understood as a token of homage. The
king even assured the English captain that the country and
everything in it were placed at his disposal. In return for
gifts so magnificent it was impossible to refuse a few bottles
of brandy, the value of which, however, Jobson never ex-
pected to realize from these régal donations. .
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The English commander soon found himself in the middle
of the dry season and the river sinking lower and lower; yet
he still made a hard struggle to ascend, animated by the de-
ceitful or inflated reports of Buckar Sano concerning the
city of gold. At the distance of a few days’ journey he

“heard of Tombaconda, which he.conjectured to be Timbuc:
too. The conclusion was erroneous, however, that city being
distant nearly a thousand miles; but Europeans had formed
as yet no accurate idea of the dimensions of Africa. At
length the stream became so shallow that Jobson found it

S

Hippopotami

vain to attempt ascending higher. He began his voyage
downward on February 10, proposing to make -a fresh at-
tempt during the season when the periodical rains should
have filled the channel. This purpose was never executed,
but he.and the company became involved in quarrels with
the merchants, against whom he complained bitterly, speak-
ing of them as persons who entirely disregarded every object
beyond their own-immediate profit.

Another journey of discovery was made about 1660 or

- 1665 by Vermuyden, a rich merchant on the Gambia, who
fitted out a boat well stored with beef, bacon, biscuit, rice, and
other comfortable supplies, which, however, when he arrived
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at the shallow parts of the river, were found to materially
impede the movement of the vessel. According to the
record he came first to a wide expanse of water, where the
only difﬁculty was to find the main branch amid several that
opened from different quarters. “Up the buffeting stream,”
says he, “ with no small labor e wrought,” and when they
ascended higher it became necessary often to'drag the boat
along, for which purpose they were often obliged to strip
naked and walk through the water. They were not kindly
received by the tenants of these upper tracts, the crocodiles
and hippopotami. One of the latter struck a hole in the
boat with his teeth, an accident -which proved very incon-
venient. It was only by hanging a lantern at the stern that
these monsters were induced to maintain a respectful dis-
tance. On landing to search for gold they were attacked by
a large number of huge baboons, and it-was only after many
of them had been shot that the remainder became alarmed
and scampered off into the woods.

Vermuyden had carried out not only mercury, agua rega,
and melting pots, but also a divining rod, which was not
found to exhibit any virtue. However, on being laughed at
by his fellow-travelers for his expectations from it, he con-
cluded that this instrument had lost its magic qualities by
being dried up during the voyage from England. He exam-
ined the rocks at various places and on one occasion found
a large mass of yellow, glittering substance which he thought
was gold, but which proved to be only spar. At one. place,
by twenty days’ labor, he succeeded in extracting twelve
pounds of gold. “ At length,” he declares, “we arrived at
the mouth of the mine itself, and saw gold in such abundance
as to surprise us with joy and admiration.” However, he
gives no notice of the position of this famous mine, and its
existence has not been confirmed by any subsequent explorer.

The Duke of Chandos, director of an English company,
entertained the idea of retrieving the finances of the com-
pany by opening a path into the regions of gold still be-
lieved to exist in the interior of Africa, and at-his suggestion
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the company, in 1723, furnished Captain Bartholomew Stibbs

" with funds for an expedition up the Gambia. On the 7th of
October this navigator arrived at James Island, the English
settlement, about thirty miles from the mouth of the river,
from which place he immediately wrote to Mr. Willy, the
governor, who happened to be then visiting the company’s
station at Joar, more than a hundred miles distant, asking
him to engage canoes.” He received for answer that there
were none to be had, and was almost distracted to learn that
Mr. Willy was giving himself no concern about the affair.
Some days after, however, a boat brought down the dead
body of the governor, who had fallen a victim to the fever
of the climate, which™ had previously affected his brain.
Thus, notwithstanding every exertion of the governor who
succeeded him, the equipment of the boats was delayed until
December 11. Stibbs had assigned to him a crew of eight-
een white men; and one as black as coal who served as in-
terpreter; also, twenty-nine hired Negroes, with three female
cooks; and it is recorded that he afterward took on board
““a native musician to enliven the spirits of the party.”

- They were everywhere well received, and at one place
even a charm had been laid upon the bank for the purpose
of drawing them on shore, The captain had endeavored to
conceal the object of his journey, but in vain, and he found
himself everywhere pointed out as the person who had come
for the gold. The native crew, however, predicted disaster if
he attempted to proceed above the falls of Barraconda. As
the boats approached that fatal boundary the Africans
stated their firm determination not to proceed any farther.
No one, they said, had ever gone beyond Barraconda—
¢ Barraconda was the end of the world "—or, if there existed
anything beyond, it was a frightful and barbarous region
where life would be in.continual danger. A long palaver
was necessary to induce them to agree to accompany him
beyond this dreaded boundary of the habitable universe.

The falls of Barraconda were not found so formidable as
rumor had represented ; they were narrows rather than falls,
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the channel. being confined by rocky ledges and fragments,
between which there was only one passage, where the canoes
rubbed against the rock on each side. In this region of the
Upper Gambia, the natives proved to be a harmless, good-
humored people, who, wherever the crew landed, met them
with presents of fowls and provisions. .

On his return, Captain Stibbs, after making every allow-
ance fur the season and circumstances, could not forbear
expressing his disappointment in regard to the expectations
with which he had ascended the Gambia. He saw no ap-
pearance of that mighty channel which was to lead into the’
remote interior of Africa and through so many great king-
doms. He declared his conviction that *¢ its original or head is
nothing near so far in the country as the geographers had
represented.” It did not of course appear to him to answer-
in any respect the descriptions given of the Niger—it .no- .
where bore that name—it did not come out of any lake that
- he could hear of, and, so far as hie could discover, it had no
communication with the Senegal or any other great river.
The natives reported that at twelve days’ journey above
Barraconda it dwindled into a rivulet, and “fowls' walked’
over it.” These statements were received most reluctantly
by Moore, now the company’s agent on the Gambia, and a
man of spirit and intelligence. He had even acquired some
learning on the subject, and endeavored to overwhelm Stibbs
with quotations from Herodotus, Leo, Edrisi, and other high
authorities. The mariner, though quite unable to cope with
him in this field of discussion, could only repeat the plain
facts as he had seen them for himself, and a degree of dis-
couragement was felt which prevented any other voyage of
exploration being undertaken into that part of the African
continent for some considerable time."

The glorious and splendid results which had arisen from
the discovery of the East and West Indies caused the ocean
to be generally viewed as the grand theater where wealth
and glory was to be gained. The French and English
nations, whose turn it was to take the lead in European
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affairs, pressed eagerly forward in. this career, endeavoring
at once to surpass their predecessors and each other. Many
of their African settlements were formed with the view of
securing a supply of slaves for their West India possessions.

France did not embark so early as some of the other
powers in African discovery. Louis X1V, aided by his
minister, Colbert, was the first prince who studied to raise
his kingdom to a high rank as a commercial-and maritime
power. But, unfortunately, according to the spirit of the
time, the only mede in which he ever thought of promoting
any branch of trade was by vesting it in an exclusive com-
pany. However, these copartnerships at their first forma-
tion attracted many intelligent and wealthy individuals, and
generally opened with a career of enterprise and discovery.
While the English sought to ascend the Gambia, the Sene-
_gal was the choice of the French-the stream by which they
“hoped to penetrate to Timbuctoo and the regions of gold,
and at the mouth of this river, about the year 1626, was
founded the settlement of Saint Louis.

Another expedition sailed from Dieppe, France, on the
sth of November, 1637, and  touched at the Canaries; but
the first-spot on the continent where they landed was a part
of the Sahara, near -Cape Blanco. At Senegal the colony
which was founded in 1626 was in such an undeveloped
state that the satlors were obliged to rear hutsfor their own
accommodation ; ‘and, slight as these were, the labor under
a burning sun was very severe. In ascending the river, how-
ever, they were delighted with the brilliant verdure of the
banks, the majestic beauty of the trees, and the thick, im-
penetrable underwood. The natives received them hospita-
bly, and they were much impressed by the individual strength
and courage of the Africans. = They saw a Moorish chief,
called the Kamalingo, mounted on -horseback, with three
javelins and a cutlass, engage a lion in single combat and
vanquish him in short order. Flat noses and thick lips, so
remote from their ideas of the beautiful, were considered on
the Senegal as forming the perfection of human beauty.
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The enormous number of charms in which the chiefs were
enveloped surprised the travelers. All the perils of water,
of wild beasts, and of battle had an appropriate greegree by
which. the owner was secured against them. These potent
charms were merely slips of paper which the marabouts, or
Mussulman doctors, had inscribed in Arabic characters; and
being inclosed in a case of thick cloth, or even of gold or
silver, were hung round the person in such profusion that
they actually formed a species of armor. ’

In 1697 Sieur Brue embarked on a visit to the king of
the Foulahs, whose territory lay about four huiidred miles
up the Senegal. In ascending that river he was also much
impressed by the magnificent forests, while gieatly amused
at the antics of the numberless varieties of thé monkey tribe,
Elephants marched in bands, and large hérds of cattle fed
on the rich meadows, though during the sé¢ason of inunda-
tion they withdrew to more elevated places. At Kahayde
Sieur Brue was received by the chief, and at Ghinel by
Bukar Sieur, one of the princes. T

In 1698 the same traveler undertook dnother voyage, in
which he aimed principally to ascend the Senegal to the
highest possible point, and to open commercial intércourse
with the interior. In thi voyage he was amicably received
by the Siratik, and won especial favor by having four of his
Negroes destroy an enormous lion which had béen terroriz-
ing the neighborhood. As hé continued his journey he saw
many forms of the animal creation, and records that on one
occasion the air was darkeried for two hours by the passage
of a cloud of locusts. Lions and elephants roaméd in vast
numbers, but the lattet, he declares, “were tame and
harmless if unmolested.” Monkeys swarmed in multitudes,
and in one place there was a red-colored species which ap-
peared to converse with each other, and when the strangers
were in sight threw down dry brdnches upon the boats.
The Frenchmen, wé know not why, fired and killed several,
upon which the monkeys became greatly excited and
sought, by throwing stones and sticks, to avenge the death
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of their comrades, but finding the contest unequal they re:
tired into the woods for safety. :

When Brue reached Gallam he found himself in a some-
what embarrassing position. Two rival princes disputed the
throne, each holding, at his respective residence, a certain
power, but each also claiming for himself absolutely the
attention and presents brought by the traveler. The legiti-
mate prince sent his son to Brue to remonstrate that his
claim ought not to be set aside for that of the usurper.
Brue, however, acting steadily on the principle of self-
interest, soon ascertained which of the two sovereigns could
be of most benefit to him, and finding the rebel to be
the most powerful favored him with the larger portion
of presents. The other prince was thereby so incensed
that he even threatened an attack, but the determined lan-
guage of Brue and the sight of the great guns which the
French had on board caused him to relinquish his hostile
intentions.

Brue decided on Dramanet as a suitable place for a fort.
It is a thriving town inhabited by many rich merchants who
trade through the country as far as Timbuctoo, which, ac-
cording to their reckoning, was five hundred leagues in the
interior, He then went up to Felu, where a large rock
crossing the river formed a cataract, rendering it impossible
for the vessels to pass, upon which he quitted his boats and
proposed to ascend to the falls of Govinea, about forty
leagues farther up the river, but the water was low, and, fear
_ing lest the navigation downward should be interrupted, he
considered it advisable to return to Saint Louis.

In reply to numerous inquiries made by him on this jour-
ncy he received accounts of the kingdom of Bambarra, of
the Lake Maberia (Dibbie of Park), of Timbuctoo, of the
caravans which came thither from Barbary, and even of
masted vessels which were seen on the waters beyond. But
he desired most to learn the course of the Niger, concern-
ing which he received conflicting reports. .According to
some it flowed westward from.the Lake Maberia until ‘it
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separated into the two channels of the Gambia and Senegal,
but other and more feasible reports represented it as being
distinct from both these rivers and as passing eastward
beyond Timbuctoo. The testimonies transmitted to France
in favor of this last opinion must have greatly influenced
the geographers Delille and D’Anville from the fact that
they accepted that explanation, although the popular opin-
jon in that country, as well as throughout Europe, was that
the Niger and Senegal were one and the same river.

But beyond Gallam lay another and still' more tempting
region, Bambouk, which was reported to contain gold mines
the most productive of all that were to be found in the
" interior of western Africa. The difficulty of penetrating
thither, however, was extreme, the natives having com-
pletely barred the frontier against white men in consequence
of the tyranny exercised by the Portuguese, who had ruled
and oppressed. the district until they were cut off or ex-
‘pelled by a general insurrection. Many adventurers, after
being offered large bribes to undertake the journey to Bam-
bouk, declined the enterprise on account of the difficulties
and dangers. At length a young Frenchman, Compagnon,
ventured to cross into the forbidden territory, and by his
tact, address, and courage succeeded in conciliating the in-
habitants of the first village he reached. A general alarm,
however, spread around when it was known that a white man
was in the country, and the chiefs declared that, according
to the laws, he should be put to death. Compagnon, how-
ever, by presents and . diplomacy, succeeded in journeying
through the country from village to village., He visited the
principal districts, afid even carried off specimens of the
“ ghingan,” or golden earth, which forms the pride and
wealth of Bambouk. Brue, on receiving Compagnon’s
report, transmitted to France various propositions, among
others that of conquering Bambouk, which he undertook to
do with twelve hundred men; but such a degree of apathy
prevailed at homie that none of his propositions made any

impression. Subsequent governors, however, directed their -



82 The Flaming Torch

attention to the same subject, but no attempt was ultimately
made either to conquer or to form settlements in that part
of Africa. .

It is in the most arid and dreary spot of this gloomy
region that the gold is found, and then there is by no
means the golden treasure reported. “In the mine  of
Natakon,” one traveler relates, “ the ore is mixed with earth,
from which the precious dust is extracted by continued
agitation in water; or it adheres to fragments of iron,
emery, and lapis lazuli, from which it is easily detached. "
In the mine of Semayla, on the contrary, it is embedded in
hard reddish loam, mixed with other substances still harder,
from which it can be extracted only by reducing the ore to
powder. The natives effect this by pounding them with
a pestle of hard wood, which is soon worn away by the re- .
sistance of the mineral substances. This mine, therefore,
though richer than the other, is-less valuable, The Farims,
who are absolute chiefs of Bambouk, allow the mining
operations only at certain seasons, when they themselves
attend to make a tax on the proceeds. Two men, or two
women, for they are both -employed in this occupation, dig
out the earth or other substances, which they hand to those
who are to'extract the gold from it. This metal they imag-
ine to be a capricious being, who delights to make sport of
their eager pursuit, and when they find a rich vein suddenly
become unproductive they call out, * He is off.” The pits
or shafts, by means of ladders, are carried down with per-
pendicular sides, which often fallin and bury the unfortunate
workmen. This, however, does not distress the survivors.
They believe that the devil, or a certain subterranean deity,
having occasion for laborers to conduct his own operations
underneath, seizes the best miners he can find on the surface.
- Neither do they feel the least surprise, though they cannot
conceal their regret, when in the course of working they
find the skeletons of the victims. The devil, they fancy,
has found himself mistaken in his choice and rudely thrown
the victims back to the place whence he had taken them.”
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(Collection of Prince Roland Bonaparte)
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The prosperity of the French settlements on the Senegal
was pr1nc1pally derived from the gum trade, of which Gol-
berry has given a lively description. To the notth of this
river, where its fertile borders pass through the boundless'
deserts of the Sahara, grow large forests of that species of
acacia from which gum is distilled. It is crooked and
stunted, resembling rather a bush or shrubthan a tree. No
incision is necessary, for under the influence of the hot
winds the bark dries and cracks in various places. The
liquor exudes, but by its tenacity remains attached in the
form of drops, which are as clear and transparent as the finest
rock crystal. The Moorish tribes, to whom these woods
belong, about the beginning of December leave their desert
encampments and proceed to the gum district in a great
crowd, those who have means being mounted on horses
and camels, while those who have not make the journey on
foot. After the material is gathered it is conveyed to the
great fair held annually on the banks of the Senegal.

While the remotest extremities of land and sea in other
quarters of the globe had been reached by European en-
terprise the greater part of Africa still remained toward the
close of the eighteenth century an unseemly blank on the
map of the earth, a circumstance discreditable to a great
maritime and commercial natioti like Great Britain as well
as to the sciences upon which fhe extension of geographical
knowledge depends. :

Of the greater states in the interior of the country Da-
homey was the first penetrated by Europeans. The hor-
rible barbarities practiced thére were already the talk of
civilized nations. In 1772 Mr. Norris undertook a journey
there in order to study thé character of the king and to
make arrangements for the benefit of the English trade.
He gives a favorable account of his journey, and describes
the country as aboundmg in trop1cal productions,

Mr. McLeod, during his residence at Whidah in 1803,

‘found the country still groaning under the cruel effects of
Dahoman tyranny. He particularly deplores the case of
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Sally Abson, daughter of an English’ governor (who married
a native female), who, trained in all European accomplish-
ments, added to them the most engaging simplicity of man-
ners. Suddenly she disappeared, and Mr. McLeod’s eager
inquiries were met by a mysterious silence; all hung down
their heads confused and terrified. At length an old do-
mestic whispered to him that a party of the king’s half-
heads (as his messengers are termed) had carried her off in
the night to be enrolled among the number of his wives,
and warned him not to utter a word of complaint,

In 1704 two daring travelers, named Watt and Winter-
bottom, ascended the Rio Nunez to Kakundy and made
an excursion to’ Foota Jallo, the principal state of the
southern Foulahs. This people, who profess the Moham-
medan religion, are orderly and well instructed, display
skill in working mines of iron and in carrying on the
manufacture of cloth, leather, and .other African fabrics.
Caravans of five hundred or six hundred Foulahs were often
met, carrying on their heads loads of one hundred and sixty
pounds weight. The article chiefly sought after is salt,
which the children suck as ours do sugar; and it is com-
mon to describe a rich man by saying he eats salt. The two
principal towns, Laby and Teemboo, were found to contain,
respectively, five thousand and seven thousand inhabitants,
The king could muster sixteen thousand troops. These he
employed in war against twenty-four pagan nations:on the
outskirts of his territory, chiefly with the view of procuring
slaves for the market on the coast. When the travelers
represented to him the iniquity of this course he replied,
“ The people with whom we go to war never pray to God;
we never go to war with people who pray to God Almighty.”
As they urged that in a case of common humanity this
ought to malke no distinction, he quoted passages from the
Koran commanding the faithful to make war on unbelievers.
They took the liberty to insinuate that these might be in-
terpolations of the devil, but found it impossible to shake
his reliance on their authenticity,
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CHAPTER VI
An African Association

URING the early part of 1788 a body of
spirited men formed themselves into what
was termed the African Association.
They subscribed the necessary funds, and
sought out individuals who were propetly
qualified and had the necessary courage
to undertake difficult and dangerous
missions. A committee composed of
Lord Rawdon, afterward Marquis of
Hastings, Sir Joseph Banks, the Bishop of Landaff, Mr.
Beaufoy, and Mr, Stuart were nominated managers. It
seemed scarcely probable that the offer to defray travel-
ing expenses, which was all the society’s finances could af-
ford, should induce persons with the requisite qualifications
to engage in journeys of such a character, yet, be it recorded
to the native pluck of Britons, more men presented them-
selves than the society could receive, and all were eminently
fitted for the task.

The first man selected was Mr, Ledyard, born a traveler,
who had spent his early life in journeying from one extrem-
ity of the earth to another. He had sailed round the world
with Captain Cook, had lived for several years among the
American Indians, and had made a journey with the most
scanty means from Stockholm round the Gulf of Bothnia,
and thence to the remotest parts of Asiatic Russia. On his
return he presented himself to Sir Joseph Banks, to whom
he owed many obligations, just as that eminent person was
looking out for an African explorer. He immediately pro-
nounced Ledyard to be the very man he wanted. Ledyard
declared this scheme to be quite in unison with his own
wishes, and on being asked how soon he could set out, re-
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plied, “ To-morrow.” Affairs were not yet quite so ma-
tured ; but he was soon after provided with a passage to
Alexandria, with the view of first proceeding southward
ftom Cairo to Sennaar,-and thence traversing the entire
breadth of the African continent. He arrived at Cairo on
the 1gth of August, 1788, and while preparing for his jour-
ney into the interior transmitted some bold, original, though
somewhat fanciful observations upon Egypt. He represents
the delta as an unbounded plain of excellent land miserably
cultivated ; the villages as wretched assemblages of mud
huts, full of dust, fleas; flies, and all the curses of Moses;
and the people as below the rank of any savages he ever
saw, wearing only a blue shirt and drawers, and tattooed as
much as the South Sea Islanders. He bids his correspond-
ents, if they wish to see Egyptian women, to look at any
group of gypsies. The Mohammedans he describes as a
trading, enterprising, superstitious, warlike set of vagabonds,
who, wherever they are bent upon going, will and do g0
but he complains that the condition of .a Frank is rendered-
most humiliating and distressing by the furious bigotry of
the Turks, “ It scems inconceivable,” said he, “ that such
enmity should exist among men, and that beings of the
same species should think and act in a manner so opposite.”
* By conversing with the jelabs, or slave merchants, he learned
much respecting the caravan routes and countries of the in-
terior. Everything seemed ready for his departure, and he.
announced that his next communication would be from Sen-
naar; alas! while man proposes God. disposes, and, on the"
contrary, the first tidings received were those of his death.
Some delays in the departure of the .caravan working upon
his impatient spirit brought on a bilious complaint, for which
he neglected to take skillful medical advice in time. He
soon became reduced to a state from which the care of Ros-
setti, the Venetian consul, and the skill of the best physi-
cians of . Cairo, when called in at last, sought in vain to de-
liver him. :
Mr. Lucas, a gentleman who had been captured in his
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youth by a Sallee rover and held for three years a slave at
the court of Morocco, and after his deliverance had been
employed as vice consul in that empire, was the next ‘ad- .
venturous spirit chosen by the African Company. He had
already spent sixteen years in Africa and had acquired an
intimate knowledge of the country and its languages, and
was therefore peculiarly well prepared for thetask. He was
sent out by way of Tripoli, with instructions to accompany
the caravan journeying from that city, which is understood
“to take the most direct route into the interior of the conti-
nent. Being provided with letters from the ambassador at
Tripoli, he obtained the bey’s permission and even promises
of assistance for this expedition. At the same time he made
an arrangement with two Shereefs, or descendants of the
prophet, under which character their persons are sacred, to
joina caravan of which they intended to make a part. He pro-
ceeded with them to Mesurata ; but the Arabs in the neigh-
borhood, .being in a state of rebellion, refused to furnish
camels and guides. Mr. Lucas was therefote obliged to re-
turn to Tripoli without having been able to penetrate farther
" into the continent. He learried, however, from Imhammed,
one of the Shereefs, who had been an extensive traveler, a
variety of particulars about the interior. The society had at
the' same time made incisive inquiries of Ben Ali, a Mo-
rocco caravan trader who happened to be in London. From
these two sources they were able to form a new map with
description of central Africa, which, although very imper--
fect, was superior to any that existed. Bornou and Kashna
were considered the most powerful states in that part of the
continent, and formed even empires holding sway over a num-
ber of tributary kingdoms, but affairs have greatly changed
since that time. Several extensive routes across the desert
were also delineated, and the caravan from Kashna crossed
the Niger and visited important kingdoms beyond the gold
coast: '

In regard to the Niger a report of Imhammed revived the
error which represented that river as flowing westward
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toward the Atlantic. The Niger of Ben Ali was the Quar-
rama, or river of Zirmie, which flows westward through
Kashna and Sackatoo, and is only a tributary of the Niger.
He described the stream as very broad and rapid, probably
from having seen it during the rainy season, when all the
tropical rivers assume an imposing appearance. -
The next expedition was made by Major Houghton, a
former consul at Morocco, and afterward a military officer
at Goree. He endeavored to reach the Niger by the route
of the Gambia, traveling alone by land. He seems to have
been a man-of very sanguine and active nature, and prepared
to undertake the boldest enterprises, but lacking that cool
and calculating temper which is necessary for him who en-
~'deavors to make his way amid scenes of peril and treachery.
He began his journey early in 1791, and soon reached Me-
dina, the capital of Woolli, where the venerable chief received
him with extreme kindness, promised to furnish guides, and
assured him that he might go to Timbuctoo with only his
staff in his hand. The only evil that befell him at Medina
arose from a fire which broke out there, and, spreading rapidly
through the flimsy buildings; converted a town of a thousand
houses into a heap of ashes within an hour. Major Hough-
ton was compelled to run out with the rest of the people into
the fields, saving only such few articles as he could easily
carry. -Quitting the Gambia, he took the road through Bam-
bouk, and arrived at Ferbanna on the Faleme. Here he was
received with the most extraordinary kindness by the king,
who gave him a guide and money to defray his expenses.
A note was afterward received from him, dated Simbing,
which contained merely these words: ¢ Major Houghton’s
compliments to Dr. Laidley; is in good health on his way
to Timbuctoo; robbed of all his goods by Fenda Bucar’s
son.”  This was the last communication from him, for soon
afterward the Negroes brought down to Pisania the melan-
choly tidings of his death, of which Mungo Park subsequently
learned the particulars. Some Moors had persuaded the
major to accompany them to Tisheet, a place in the Great
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Desert, known on account of its salt mines. Inalluring him
thither their object, as appears from the result, was to rob
him ; for it was very much out of the direct route to Timbuc-
too. Of this in a few days he became sensible and insisted
upon returning ; but they would not permit him to leave
their party until after they had stripped him of every article
in his possession. He wandered about for some time through
the desert without food or shelter, and at length, utterly ex-
hausted, he lay down under a tree and died.

Mr. Barrow, in 1797, while private secretary to Lord
Macartney, made a tour through the Cape territory, com-
municated more important information than any of his pred-
ecessors, and exhibited for the first time a view of the social
condition of the natives. A

After returning to Graaf-Reynet, Barrow passed across the
Great Karroo, or desert, covered with scanty and useless
~ vegetation, yet ostriches, springboks, and other wild ani-
mals were found there réaming in large herds, and most
beautiful flowers growing amid the sand. He then came
to the borders of the Sneuwberg, or Snow Mountains, the
. streams from which cover an extensive district with luxuriant
herbage. The colonists there are kept in a state of greater
activity than elsewhere by the dread of wild beasts, and of
the still wilder race of Bosjesman Hottentots, whose kraals
occupy the intermediate valleys. They pursue and hunt
down these unhappy creatures as if they were the natural
enemies of the human race, These savages, in their turn,
carry off all the cattle they can find, and put to acruel death
everyone who falls into their hands, whether he be Dutch’
or native. )

In 1801 an expedition was undertaken by two travelers
named Trutter and Somerville, with a view of obtaining a sup-
ply of cattle from the more remote districts. Having passed
the Snow Mountains and the country of the Bosjesman, they
came to the Orange River, a broad stream flowing westward
to the Atlantic, and on the banks of which were the Koras,
or Korannas, a pastoral people with numerous herds. The
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information here received induced them to proceed into the
country of the Bechuanas, which continued to improve as
they advanced, till, to their utter surprise, in the midst of
these savage wildernesses of southern Africa they found a
large city. Lattakoo was.composed of two or three thou-
sand houses, neatly and commodiously built, well. inclosed,
and shaded from the sun by the spreading branches of the
mimosa. The country around was not only covered with
numerous herds, but showed considerable signs of cultiva-
tion. The king, a venerable man, invited them to his house
and introduced them to his two wives. The travelers met
everywhere a kind and hospitable reception, and were the
objects of an eager but friendly curiosity. Their report, in
-fact, encouraged the idea that the golden age had once more
revived in the center of Africa.

The Cape government afterward undertook to follow up
this discovery. Lord Caledown sent Dr. Cowan and Lieu-
tenant Denovan, at the head of a party of twenty men, with
instructions to strike across the continent in a southeastern
direction, and, by endeavoring to reach Mogambique, to con-
nect the two great points of African geography. The trav-
elers passed Lattakoo, and accounts were received from
them nearly eleven days’ journey beyond it, when they were
in the midst of a richer and more beautiful country than
they had yet seen in southern Africa. A long and anxious
interval had elapsed when the governor sent a fastsailing
vessel to Sofala and Mogambique, the captain of which was
informed that the expedition had come to a most disastrous
issue. It was stated that the party, having arrived in the
dominions of the King of Zaire, between Inhambane and
Sofala, had been attacked in-the night and all cut to pieces,
with the exception of two individuals. Mr. Campbell was
afterward = assured that the catastrophe had taken place
among the Wanketzens, a nation immediately beyond Lat-
takoo, where the travelers, trusting to the friendly behavior
and professions of the people, had neglected the most com-
mon precautions. The officers went to bathe, leaving one
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party in chérge of the wagons and another to guard the
cattle. Thussplit into three divisions they were successively
attacked and destroyed by the treacherous barbarians.

Dr. Henry Lichtenstein, after surveying several of the
Cape districts, extended his journey to the territory of this
people, accompamed by one of the natives, named Kok, who
had been for some time absent from his country. The first
party whom they met accosted them with such demonstra-
-tions of kindness and cordiality as impressed our traveler
with the most favorable opinion of their character and re-
lieved some apprehensions under which he had labored. The
inhabitants of the first village at which they arrived received
them in a manner quite frank and hospitable, though they
showed great ecagerness to obtain a supply of tobacco.
Crossing the river Kuruhman and proceeding by a winding
path through a noble forest, they reached Lattakoo. Lichten-
stein intended to proceed much farther into theinterior, but
his views were changed by a proposal earnestly pressed upon
him by the king to accompany, and assist with his fire-
arms, an expedition which his majesty was about to under-
take against his neighbor, Makkrakka. Finding that he could
not remain without involving himself in' the deadly feuds of
these African chlefs, he decided to return to the colony,
much to the king’s annoyance.

The Leopard
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CHAPTER VII
Mungo Patrk

N the 22d of May, 1795, the famous
Scotch doctor, Mungo Park, sailed

" from Portsmouth under the auspices
of the British African Association,
and arrived at Jillifree, on the Gam-
bia, June 21. He then proceeded to
Pisania, in the fertile kingdom of

- Yani, where he was detained five
months by illness at the home of

: Dr., Laidley. While suffering from

the climatic fever he learned the Mandingo language and
obtained considerable information from the Negro traders
about the interior countries. The river Gambia at this sta-
tion was deep and muddy, overshadowed with impenetrable
thickets of mangrove and filled with crocodiles and hippo-
potami. ' :
On the 2d of December Park took his departure, accom-
panied only by a few Negroes. - On the 5th he arrived at
Medina, and was received by the king with the same hos-
pitality he had shown to Major Houghton, but was earnestly
exhorted to take warning from the fate of Houghton and go
no farther, But Park was not to be discouraged. He
thanked the king, but expressed his determination to pro-
ceed through the great forest ‘which separates that country
from Bondou. In two days he had passed through the
forest and arrived at Bondou, a fine country, watered by the
Faleme. He had soon, however, to encounter the perils
which awaited every defenseless traveler who, loaded with
valuable goods, passed through a successionof petty kingdoms
where law is unknown. At Fatteconda, which he reached
on the 21st of December, he was compelled to wait upon
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Almami, the king, who had already disgraced himself by thie
plunder of Major Houghton. Park possessed a new blue
coat, which he wished to preserve, and thought the safest
way to do so would be to wear it, not caring to believe that
this thieving king would strip it off his back. However,
after the introductory ceremonial, the royal thief began a
flattering story about the wealth and generosity of the
whites, and gradually proceeded to the praises of the coat
and its yellow buttons, concluding by expressing the great
pleasure he should take in wearing it for the sake of his
guest. He did not add that if these hints were disregarded
it would be seized by force; but our travéler, being thor-
oughly convinced that such was his intention, took off the
coat and humbly requested his majesty to accept it as a
present. The king accepted the coat, but abstained from-
further plunder and introduced Park ds a curiosity to his
family circle. The ladies, after careful survey, approved of
his external appearance, with the exception of the two de-
formities of a white skin'and a-high nose, but for these they
made ample allowance, saying that his mothér had bathed
him in milk when young, and by:pinching his nose had ele-
“vated it into its present absurd height. Park flattered them
on their jet-black skins and beautifully flattened noses, but
was modestly warned that “ honey-mouth” was not esteemed
in Bondou.

No sooner had he arrived .at Joag, in Kajaaga, than a
party from the king, Bacheri, surrounded him and declared
his property forfeited because he had entered the country
without payment of duties. He was stripped of all his goods |
except a small portion which he managed to conceal. Un-
able to procure food, he was sitting, disconsolate and hun-
gry, under a bentang tree, when an old female slave came
up and asked him if he wanted food. He told her that he
had been robbed of everything and was hungry; then she
gave him several handfuls of nuts and went away before he
could thank her. Demba Sego, nephew to the King of
Kasson, who happened to be then at Joag endeavoring to.

7 :
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negotiate a peace between his uncle and Bacheri, who were
at variance, now undertook to guide him into that country,
and did so, but exacted half of Park’s remaining stock. At
Kooniakary, the capital, our traveler was well received by
the king and forwarded to Kemmoo, the principal town of
Kaarta. Daisy, the sovereign of Kaarta, likewise received
him with kindness, but on learning his intention of taking
the route to Timbuctoo through Bambarra he stated this to
be impossible, as he himself was then at war with the latter
kingdom, and assured him that he would at once be killed
if he attempted to enter into it from Kaarta. There re-
mained, therefore, no alternative but to go by way of the

Timbuctoo from the East

Moorish kingdom of Ludamar, a perilous and fatal route, in
which Major Houghton had already perished.

- Park, however, hoped, by proceeding along the southern
frontier, to reach Bambarra without coming much in contact
with the barbarous and bigoted Moors. On his arrival at
Jarra, a large town chiefly inhabited by Negroes, but entirely
underthe power of the Moors, he sent a messenger to Benowm,
the capital, with presents, to negotiate with Ali, their chief,
for a passage through his territories. After waiting a fort-
night in great anxiety he received a safe conduct to Goombo,
a place on the frontier of Bambarra. He first proceeded to
Deena, a town in the possession of the Moors; who grossly
insulted and plundered him of almost everything he had
and made him a prisoner, but he managed to escape. ‘
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He next passed through Sampaka and Dalli, where he
was received by the Negro inhabitants with kindness and
hospitality. At Sami, on the 7th of March, a party of Moorish
horsemen appeared, for the purpose of telling him that
Fatima, the favorite wife of Ali, had been struck with
curiosity to see what kind of creature a Christian was; that
he must therefore come and show himself; but was assured
that he would be well treated, and on satisfying her majesty’s
wish would even be forwarded on his journey.

Benowm, the Moorish capital, to which Park was then
conveyed, proved to be a mere camp composed of a number
of dirty tents, intermingled with herds of camels, horses, and
oxen. IHe was surrounded by crowds actuated partly by
curiosity and partly by that malignant feeling which always
influences the Moors against the Christians., - They snatched
off his hat, made him unbutton his clothes to show the
whiteness of his skin, and counted his fingers and toes to
see if he were really of the same nature with themselves.
After being kept for some time in the sun, he was lodged
in a hut made of cornstalks, supported by posts, to one of
which was tied a wild hog, evidently in dérision, and to in-
timate that they were fit associates for each other. ¢ The
hog, indeed, would have been the most harmless part of the
affair,” says Park, “had not idle boys taken delight in
tormenting and working up the animal to a constant state
of fury.” Crowds of men and women incessantly poured in
to see the white man, and he was obliged to continue the
whole day buttoning and unbuttoning his clothes to show
his skin and the European manner of dressing and undress-
ing. When curiosity was satisfied, the next damusement was
to plague him, and he became the sport of the meanest and
most vulgar members of this rude community. " The Moor-
ish horsemen took him out and galloped around him as if
he had been a wild beast, twirling their swords in his face
to show their skill in horsemanship. Repeated  attempts
were made to compel him to work. One of Ali’s sons de-
sired him to atend the lock of a double-barreled gun, and.
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could scarcely believe that all Europeans were not gun-
smiths. He was.also installed as barber, and directed to
shave the head of a young prince; but not relishing this
function, he contrived to give his highness such a cut that
Ali discharged him as incapable. "The chief, under pretense
of securing him against depredation, seized for himself the
little that remained of the traveler's property. Having ex-
amined the instruments, he was greatly astonished at the
.compass, and particularly because it always pointed toward
the Great Desert. Park, thinking it vain to attempt any
scientific exposition, said that its direction was always to
the place where his mother dwelt ; whereupon Ali, struck
with superstitious dread, desired it to be taken away.

Park’s suffering were all the more severe from the very
scanty measure of food with which he was supplied. At
midnight enly he received a small mess of houshous not
nearly enough to satisfy his nature. True, he had been in-
vited to kill and dress his companion, the hog; but this he
considered as a snare, believing that the Mohammedans, had
they seen. him feasting on this impure and hated flesh,
would have murdered him on the spot. As the dry season
" advanced water became scarce, and only a very limited
quantity was allowed to reach the infidel, who thus endured
the pangs of the most tormenting thirst. On one -occasion
a Moor who was drawing water for his cows yielded to his
earnest entreaty that he might put the bucket to his mouth,
then, struck with sudden alarm at such a profanation of the
vessel, seized it and poured the liquid into the trough, de-
siring him to share with the cattle. Park, overcoming his
pride, plunged: his head into the water, and enjoyed the
draught.

Even during this dreadful time Park contrived to obtain
some information. The rudest of his tormentors took pleas.
ure in teaching him Arabic characters by tracing them upon
the sand. Two Mohammedan travelers came to Benowm,
from whom he learned routes to Morocco, Walet, and Tim-
‘buctoo; but they gave the most discouraging report as to
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the prospects of reaching the latter city. He was made to
understand that it would not be safe for him as the Moors -
there were the masters, and viewed all Christians as children.-
of the devil and.enemies of the prophet.

Fatima, the wite of Ali, was absent at this time and not
likely to arrive, and the hatred of the Moors by whom Park
was surrounded became daily more embittered. Some of
them even proposed that he should be condemned to death,
though Ali’s sons only recommended that his eyes be put
out because they resembled those of a cat. Hereupon he
began- seriously to consider the possibility of éscape; but,
besides being closely watched, the desert, he knew, was so
entirely destitute of water that he must have perished on
the road with thirst. He was therefore obliged to await the
rainy season, however unfavorable it might be for traveling
through the Negro territories. :

On the 3oth of April, Ali, having occasion to remove his
quarters, came to Bubaker, the residence of Fatima, and
Park was introduced to that princess. The beauty of a
Moorish female'is measured entirely by her circumference;
and to bestow this grace on their daughters the mothers
feed them with enormous quantities of milk and houshous,
the swallowing of which is enforced even with blows, till
they attain that acme of beauty which makes them a good
load for a camel. The dimensions by which Fatima had
captivated her royal lover were enormous. She had pro-
nounced Arab features and long black hair and mild, black
eyes. This queen at first shrank with horror from behold-
ing a Christian, but after a while she began to see nothing so
different about him from the rést of mankind and even asked
him many questions. She also gave him a bowl of milk,
and continued to show him the only kindness he met with
during this dreadful captivity. At length she induced Ali
to take him to Jarra. Park was grateful to her for ‘this,
as he hoped to find means there to enable him to proceed
on his journey.

Arrived at Jarra new difficulties arose of an entlrely differ-
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-ent character.. Ali, through avarice, had involved himself

in a quarrel between the monarchs of Kaarta and Bambarra,
--and news arrived that Daisy, the King of Kaarta, was in full
march to attack the town. The troops, who ought to have
defended the place, fled- at the first onset, and nothing re-
mained for the inhabitants but to abandon it and escape
from slaugliter or slavery, the dreadful alternative of Afri-
can conquest. The scene was affecting, as the home attach-
ments of the African are strong; and the view of this dis-.
consolate crowd quitting perhaps forever their native spot,
the scene of their early life, presented an impressive picture
of human calamity. Park would now very gladly have pre-
sented himself before his friend Daisy, but being afraid that
in the confusion he would be mistaken for a Moor and killed
as such, he considered it a safer course to join the retreat.
He found greater difficulty in escaping than he had ex-
pécted, having the misfortune to be seized by three Moham-
medans who threatened to carry him back to Ali, but finally .
contented themselves with robbing him of his cloak and

leaving him otherwise unharmed. In flying from the cruel

Islamites he soon found himself involved in a danger more .
alarming. He was in the midst of an immense desert, in

which was neither food nor water. He ascended the loftiest .-
tree within his reach, but could see no boundary to the
scene of desolation. The pangs of thirst became intoler-
able, a dimness spread over his eyes, and he felt as if life
with all its mingled joys and miseries was about to close, as
_if all the anticipations of glory by which he had been im-
pelled to this adventurous career had vanished, and he was
to perish at the moment when a few days more would have
brought him to the shores of the Niger. Suddenly he-saw -
a flash of lightning, and eagerly hailed it as a portent of
rain; the wind began to blow among the bushes, but it was:
only a sand 'wind, alas, which continued for an hour to fill
the air. At last a brighter flash- burst forth, followed by a
refreshing shower, which enabled him to quench his thirst.
He traveled onward, passing but carefully shunning a vil-
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lage of Moors, when thirst began again to torment him,
Just then he heard a sound which filled him with joy; it was
only the croaking of frogs; but soon he found the muddy
pool they inhabited, and both himself and his horse were
thoroughly refreshed. He shortly arrived at a Foulah vil-
lage, called Sherillah, where the dooty, or chief magistrate,
shut the door in his face and refused him even a handful of
corn. But as he was passing through the suburbs a poor

. woman, who was spinning cotton in front of her hut, invited
him to enter, and she set before him a dish of houshous.
Next day he was hospitably received by a Negro shepherd,
who regaled him with dates and boiled corn ; but Park hap-
pening to pronounce the word Nazarani (Christian), the wife
and children screamed and ran out of the house, and noth-
ing could induce them to return while he was there.

‘Park considered himself beyond the reach of the Moors
when he reached Warra, and being kindly received deter-
mined to rest two or three days. Proceeding toward Sego, he
joined several small Negro parties on the road; bat, as the
country became more populous, hospitality was less com-
mon. In Moorja, however, though generally peopled by
Mohammedans, he was even generously treated, much to
his surprise. He next passed through the ruins of several
towns and villages, which in recent war had been system.
atically destroyed; the large bentang tree under which
the inhabitants used to meet had been cut down, the wells
were filled up, and everything done to render the neighbor-
hood uninhabitable, He passed also a caravan of about
seventy slaves, tied together by the neck with thongs of
bullock hide, seven slaves upon each thong. Being bare-
footed, and in most miserable plight, he afforded a subject
of merriment to the natives, who asked if he had been
traveling to Mecca, and made ironical proposals for the
purchase of his horse, which he was driving before him be-
cause it was too weak to carry him. 4

Sego was indicated by crowds hastening to its market:
and Park was told that on the following day (July 21) he
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"would see the object of his search, the Great River. He
passed a sleepless night, but, starting before daybreak, he
had the satisfaction at eight o’clock to see the smoke rising
over Sego. He overtook some fellow-travelers, and, in
riding through a piece of marshy ground one of them called
out, “Geo affili!” (See the water!) and “ it was with infinite
pleasure,” he says, “that I viewed the great object of my
mission, the long-sought-for, majestic Niger, glittering in
the morning sun, and flowing slowly to the east. 1 hastened
to the brink, and having drunk of the water, lifted up my
fervent thanks in prayer to the Great Ruler of all things for
having thus far crowned my endeavors with success.”

Sego, the capital of the kingdom of Bambarra, consisted
of four separate towns, two on each side of the river, sur-
rounded with high mud walls, and the population was about
thirty thousand at that time, the houses, though only of
clay, were neatly whitewashed, and the streets commodious,
with mosques rising in every quarter. The numerous canoes
on the river, and the cultivated state of the.surrounding
country, presented altogether an appearance of civilization
and magnificence little expected in the heart of Africa:
The traveler sought a passage to Sego-see-Korro, the
quarter where the king resides; but owing to the crowd of
passengers he was detained two hours; during which time
his majesty was informed that a white man, poorly equipped,
was about to pass the rivér to seek an audience. A chief
was immediately sent with an express order that the traveler
must not cross without his majesty’s permission, and a
village at some <distance was- pointed out where it was
recommended that the stranger should pass the night.
Park, not a little disconcerted, went to the village; but as
the order had not been accompanied with any provision for
his reception he found every door closed to him. Turning
his horse loose to graze, he was. preparing,-as security from
wild beasts, to climb a tree and sleep among its branches,
when an incident occurred which gives a pleasing view of
the Negro character. An old woman, réturning from the
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labors of the field, comprehended his deplorable condition
and, feeling compassion for him, desired him to follow her.
She led him to an apartment in her hut, procured a fine
fish, which she broiled for his supper, and spread a mat for
him to sleep upon: She then desired the other females of
the house, who had been - gazing in astonishment at the
white man, to resume their tasks, which they did, continu-
ing their work through a great part of the night. They
cheered their labors with a song which must have been
composed extempore, since Park discovered that he him-
self was the subject of it. It said in a strain of affecting
simplicity, “ The winds roared, and the rains fell. The
poor white man, faint and weary, came and sat under our
tree. He has no mother to bring him milk, no wife to grind.
his corn.” The next morning he could not depart without
requesting his landlady’s acceptance of the only gift he had
left, two out of the four brass buttons that still remained on
his waistcoat. .

Three days he lingered in. this village, during which he
understood that he was the subject of much deliberation at
court, the Moors and slave merchants giving the most un-
favorable reports of his character and purposes. A messen-
ger came and asked if he had any present, and seemed
much disappointed on being told that the Moors had.
robbed him of everything. On the second day appeared
another envoy, bearing an injunction from Mansong that
the stranger should not enter Sego, but proceed forth-
with -on his journey. A guide was furnished him, and to
defray his expenses a bag containing five thousand cowries
was delivered to him. Park  estimates this sum at only
twenty shillings, English; but according to the rate of pro-
visions, it. was worth much more, being sufficient to main-
tain himself and his horse for fifty days. :

Two days’ journey brought Park to Sansanding, a town
with ten thousand inhabitants. He hoped to enter un-
noticed, finding himself mistaken by the Negroes for a
Moor. Being taken, however, béfore Counti Mamadi, the-
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dooty, he found a number of Mohammedans, who denied
the supposed national connection and regarded him with
their usual hatred and-suspicion. Several even pretended
that they had seen him before, and one woman swore
that he had “ kept his house ”’ three years at Gallam. The
dooty denied their request to have him-taken by force
to the mosque; but they climbed over in great numbers into
the court where he had taken up his quarters for the night,
insisting that he should perform his evening devotions and
eat eggs. The first proposal was positively declined; but
the second he professed his utmost readiness to comply
with, The eggs were accordingly brought, but raw, as the
natives imagined it a part of European depravity to be
fond of them in that state. His reluctance to eat raw
eggs exalted him .in the eyes of his sage visitants; his
host accordingly killed a sheep, and gave him a plentiful
supper. ’ ,

The route now lay through forests infested with all kinds
of wild animals. His guide suddenly wheeled his horse
round, calling out, “Wara billi billi! " (A very large lion!)
Park’s steed was too weak to gallop suddenly from the
scene of danger; however, as he saw nothing, he sup-
posed his guide mistaken, when the latter cried out again,
“ God preserve me.” Then the traveler saw a large red
lion,- holding. his head between the forepaws. Park's
eyes were fixed as by fascination on this sovereign of

" beasts, and he expected every moment the fatal spring;
but the animal remained immovable and allowed them to
pass on. ,

He now hired .a boat, in which he was conveyed up the
river to Silla,’ another large town, where his reception was
so inhospitable that the dooty only reluctantly permitted
him to take shelter from the rain in a damp shed.

During his stay at Silla he used every effort to obtain
information regarding the more eastern countries, particu-
larly the kingdom of Timbuctoo, and’ the course of the
Niger. He was told that the next great city along the
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river was Jenne, which was represented as flourishing, and
larger than Sego or any other place in Bambarra. Lower
down the river spread an expanse of water so extensive -
that in crossing it the canoes for a whole day lost sight of
land. This was called Dibbie, or the Dark Lake. On the
eastern side the Niger issued out of this lake in two large
branches, inclosing the alluvial country of Jinbala, when
they again united in one channel which flowed on to Kabra,
the port of Timbuctoo.

Park soon learned that more troubles were in store for
him. The King of Bambarra had been persuaded by his
Moorish counselors to apprehend Park and have him brought
a prisoner to Sego, from which fate he escaped only by the
retrog rade direction he had taken. One of his most disagreea-
ble experiences was at Souha, where the dooty, after a surly
refusal of refreshment, called a slave and ordered him to dig
a pit, uttering at the same time expressions of anger and
vexation. The hole became always deeper and deeper till
it assumed the appearance of a grave, and Park, who saw no
one but himself likely to be put into it, began to think it
was high time to be moving off. At length the slave went
away andreturned,holding by the leg and arm the corpse of a
boy about nine years old, which he threw into the pit with an
. air of savage unconcern, the dooty exclaiming, “ Naphuta at-
tiniata!"” (Money lost! Money lost!) Parkwithdrew indisgust
at this display of brutal avarice. The only hearty meal he
obtained for many days was from a Moslem convert, who,
presenting a board, entreated him to write a saphie, or charm,
upon it in return for a good supper of rice and salt. Park
was too hungry to stick at trifles, so he covered the board
with the Lord’s Prayer in Arabic, which his host carefully
washed off and drank, and even licked the wood with his
tongue. For this, in addition to the rice supper, he received
a breakfast of meal and milk next morning. '

" The most favorable part of Park’s journey homeward was
through the Jalonka wilderness, a vast and very dense forest,
through which the caravan traveled during five days without
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seeing a human habitation. On emerging from this forest
they bhad no difficulty in passing through the fine open
country of Denta and the smaller wilderness of Tenda.
Park was again on the Gambia, and on June 10, 1797, reached
the Pisania, where he was received as one risen from the
dead ; for all the traders from the interior had believed and
repo:ted that, like Major Houghton he was murdeled by
the Moors of Ludamar,

The luster of Park’s achievements had diffused among
public men an ardor for discovery which had hitherto been
confined to a few individuals. It was evident, however, that
the efforts of no private association could penetrate the depths -
of thisvast continent and overcome the obstacles presented by
its great distances, its deserts, and its barbarism. Thusit be-
came necessary for the reigning monarch, George 111, the pa-
tron of Captain Cook, to come forward as the promoter of
discovery in Africa. Accordingly in October, 1801, Park was
invited by the government to undertake an expedition on a
larger scale into the interior of the Dark Continent. His
mind had been brooding on the subject for some time. He
had conversed much with Mr. Maxwell, a gentleman who had
long commanded a vessel in the African trade, and had been
convinced by him that the Zaire, or Congo, would prove to
be the channel by which the Niger, after watering all the re-
gion of interior Africa, enters the Atlantic. The scientific
world was disposed to adopt Park’s views on this subject,
and ultimately the whole plan of the expedition was arranged
with distinct reference to them. In 1804 he was requested
by Lord Camden, the British colonial secretary, to complete
his arrangements, being assured that he would be supplied
with all means necessary. :

On January 30, 1803, Park sailed from Portsmouth in the
Crescent, and about March 28 he arrived at Gorco. There
he provided himself with thirty-five soldiers’ and an officer,
and a large number of asses. He took with " him’ also two
sailors and four smiths who had been sent from England.

He departed with his little band from Pisania on the 4th of .
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May, and proceeded through Medina along the banks of the
Gambia. Turning his face almost due west, he passed the
streams of the Ba Lee, the Ba Fing, and the Ba Woolima,
the three principal tributaries of the Senegal. - This change
.of direction. led him through a tract much more pleasing
than that which he passed in his dreary return through Ja-
lonka and its wilderness. The villages, built in delightful
mountain glens, and looking from their elevated precipices
over a great extent of wooded plain, appeared romantic be-
yond anything he had ever seen. The rocks near Sullo
assumed every possible diversity of form, towering like ruined
castles, spires, and pyramids. '

The African climate, however, made havoc with the mem-
bers of the expedition. Every day added to the list of sick
or dead, and the heroic traveler was almost ready to give up,
-‘when, coming to. an eminence, he caught a distant view of
the mountains the southern base of which he knew to be
watered by the Niger. Then, indeed, he forgot his troubles,
and thought only of climbing the blue hills which were so -
delightful to him. But three¢ weeks elapsed ere he could ar-
rive at that desired point, and they were three weeks of ter-
rible suffering. But at lerigth he reached the summit of the
ridge which divides the Senegal from the Niger, and coming
to the brow of the hill saw again that majestic river rolling
along the plain.

The voyage down the river was distressing; for thoucrh
the fatigue of traveling was avoided, the heat was so intense
that the sick had no chance of recovery.

Mansong had promised to furnish two boats, but they were
late in arriving, and proved very defective. But with con-
siderable labor these two boats were finally converted into
one large skiff] Wthh they named the Fo/iba. It was forty
feet long and six:-broad, drawmg only one. foot of water.

Sansanding was found td be a prosperous and flourishing
town, with a crowded market rémarkably well arranged.

During Park’s stay there he had the misfortune to lose his

brother-in-law, Mr. Anderson. Though the party was now
8 ' ‘
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reduced to only five Europeans, one of whom was deranged,
his firmness. was in no degree shaken, and he declared
that he would succeed or perish in the-attempt, adding,
“Though all the Europeans who are with me should die,
and though I were myself half dead, I would still perse-
vere.” And the commencement of his voyage down the
Niger, ‘through the vast unknown regions of ‘the-interior
Africa, he ealled “ turning his face toward England.” A
long interval -elapsed .without any tidings of him, which,
considering the .great distance and the many causes of de-
lay, did not at first alarm -his friends. As the following
year, however, passed on rumors of an unpleasant nature
began to spread. - Governor Maxwell, of Sierra Leone, feel-
ing a deep’interest in his fate, engaged Isaaco, a guide who
had been sent ;to the- Gambia with dispatches from the
Niger, to undertake a fresh journey to inquire after Park.
At Sansanding Isaaco was so far fortunate as to mecet Amadi
Fatouna, who had been engaged to succeed himself as in-
terpreter. ' From him he received a journal purporting to
“contain the narrative of the voyage down the river and
of its final issue. The party, it appeared, had purchased
three slaves, who, with the five Europeans and Fatouna, in-
creased theirnumber to nine. They passed Silla and Jenne
ina friendly manner, but at Rakbara (Kabra) and Timbuc-
too several armed parties came out to attack them, being
repelled only by a smart and destructive fire. No particu-
lars are given:of any of those important places, nor of Kaffo,
Gotoijege, and others, which the discoverers are represented
as ‘having afterward. passed. At length: they cameto the
city of Yaour, where Amadi. Fatouna left the party, his
services having been engaged only to that point. He had,
however, scarcely taken his leave when he was summoned
before the king, who bitterly complained that the white men,
though they brought many valuable commodities with them,
had passed without giving him any presents. = He therefore
ordered that.Fatouna should be thrown into ironsand a body
of troops sent-in:pursuit of the English.” "The men reached
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Boussa, and took possession of a pass where rocks hemming
in the river allowed only a narrow channel for vessels to de-
scend. When Park arrived he found the passage thus ob-.
structed, but attempted, nevertheless, to push his way
through.. ¢ The people began to attack him,” said Fatouna,
“throwing lances, pikes, arrows, and stones. He defended
himself for a long time as best he could, when two of his
slaves at the stern of the vessel were killed. The crew
threw everything they had into the river and kept firing,
but were fatigued and overpowered by numbers, and unable
to hold the canoe against the current. Seeing no possibility
of escape in the boat, Park took hold of one of the white
men and jumped into the river. Martyn did the same, but
they were all drowned in the stream. The only slave that
remained in the boat, seeing the natives persist in throwing
weapons into it without ceasing, stood up and said to them:
¢Stop throwing now; you see nothing in the canoe, and
nobody but myself; therefore, cease! Take me and the
canoe, but don’t kill me.” They took posséssion of both and
carried them to the king.”
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CHAPTER VIII
Hotneman, Campbell, Tuckey, etc..

"ONTINUED efforts were being made to
explore certain parts of Africa between
Park’s two expeditions. Frederic Horne-
man, a student of the University of Got-
tingen, communicated to-Blumenbach, the
celebrated professor of natural history, his
ardent desire to explore the interior of
Africa under the auspices of the associa-
tion. Blumenbach transmitted to that
body a strong recommiendation of Horne-
man as ‘“a young man, active, athletic,
temperate, knowing sickness only by name, and of respect-
able literary and scientific attainments.”

Horneman applied his mind to the study, of the Arabic
language, and otherwise fitted himself for supporting the
character of an Arab, under which he hoped to escape the
effects of that bigotry which had opposed a fatal bar to the
progress of his -predecessors. In September, 1797, he
reached Egypt, but it was the s5th of September, 1798,
before he could find a caravan proceeding to westward,
when he joined one destined for Fezzan across the Great
Desert.

There are occasional verdant spots in this desert, and ten
days brought the caravan to Ummesogeir, a village situated
on a rock, with a hundred and twenty inhabitants, who,
though separated from the rest of the world, pass a con-
tented and peaceful existence, subsisting on dates, which
are the chief product of the arid soil. Another day’s jour-
ney brought the travelers to Siwah, a much more extensive
oasis, the rocky border of which is estimated by Horneman
to be fifty miles in circumference.

;
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The route still continued through a barren region, yet
not presenting such a monotonous plain of sand as that
which intervenes between Egypt and Siwah." It was bor-
dered by precipitous limestone rocks, often completely filled
with shells and marine fossils. The caravan, while proceed-
ing along these wild tracts, was alarmed by a tremendous
braying of asses, and, on looking back, saw several hundred
people of Siwah, armed and in full pursuit, mounted on
these animals. “The scouts, however, soon brought an as-
surance -that they came with peaceable intentions, but
had been informed that in the caravant there were two
Christians from Cairo whom they had orders to kill. On
that being accomplished they would permit the others to
proceed unmolested. All Horneman's tact and firmness
were required in this terrible crisis, He denied absolutely
that he was a Christian, and opened the Koran to display
the -facility with which he could read its pages; he even
challenged his adversaries to answer him on points of Mo-
hammedan faith. His Mohammedan companions in the
caravan, who took pride in defending one of their members,
insisted that he had entirely cleared himself from the impu-
tation of being an infidel, arid as they were supported by
several of the Siwahans, thie whole body finally renounced
their purpose and returned home. ‘

The travelers next passed through Augila, an ancient
town mentioned by Herodotus, and crossed a long range of
dreary mountains—the Black Harutsch, or Mons Ater of the
ancients. After a march of sixteen days through this soli-
tary region, they were cheered by seeing before them the
little kingdom of Fezzan, or the Great Oasis. At Mourzouk,
the modern capital, the sultan himself awaited their arrival
on a small eminence, seated in an armchair ornamented
with cloth of various colors, and forming a species of throne.
Each pilgrim, on approaching the royal seat, took off his
sandals, kissed the sovereign’s hand, and took his station
behind, where the whole assembly joined in a chant.

Two years elapsed without any tidings of Horneman, but
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in September, 1803, a Fezzan merchant informed the Danish
consul at Tripoli that Horneman, or Yussuph, as he had
chosen to call himself, was seen alive and well on his way to
Gondasch, with the intention of proceeding to the coast and
of returning to Europe. Another Moorish merchant after-
. ward informed- the British consul at Tripoli that Yussuph
was safe at Kashna in June, 1803, and that he was there
highly respected as.a Mussulman marabout, or saint. Major
Denham -afterward learned that he had penetrated Africa
as far.as Nyffe on the Niger, where he fell a victim to cli-
matic disease. : :

-In 1809 another German named Roentgen, undertook to
explore Africa by way of Morocco. . Like Horneman, he
made himself master of Arabic and proposed to pass for a’
-Mohammedan: Having arrived at Mogadore, he hired two
guides. and stalted out to join the Soudan caravan, but
soon afterward his body was discovered only a short distance
from his starting place. No- reliable information could: be
obtained as to the manner-of his death, but it was assumed-
that his guides had murdered and robbed him.

John Campbell, animated.by the desire of imparting to
this people the blessings:of religion, undertook.in 1813 a
mission into southern Africa. Passing the Sneuwberg in
the same direction that had been followed by Trutter and
Somerville, he reached Lattakoo, which, by a change not
unusual in Africa, had been moved about sixty miles.to-the
southward of its original situation; but-thé new city had
not yet attained more than half the dimensions of the old,
His reception was at first marked By a peculiar caution and
jealousy. Not a sound. was heard in ‘the city, and he
walked through' empty streets until-he came -to the great
square in front of the ‘paldce, where several hundred men
were drawn up, armed’ and in-battle’array.” All this precau-
tion was found to have been suggested by the fear that he
and his companions were sent to avenge the death of Céwan
and Denovan, two travelers who had been murdered; but
no sooner were the inhabitants'satisfied that he came with
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no commission from government and with no hostile object,
than they crowded round him with their usual frankness and
eagerly begged for tobacco. Soon after Mateebe, the king,
entered with a numerous train of attendants, bearing spears
tipped with ostrich feathers. He. did not, in passing, take
any notice of the English strangers, but immediately after
admitted them to an interview, though without giving them
quite so gracious a reception as they could have wished.
He particularly demurred to the proposal of founding a
mission at Lattakoo on the pretense that it would interfere
with the tending of their cattle and other occupations, but
this being Mr, Campbell’s favorite object, lie pressed it so
earnestly and represented in such flattering terms the supe-
rior wealth and industry of Europeans that Mateebe atlength
gave his consent to the establishment of missionaries and
promised to treat them well,

In 1820 Mr. Campbell, supported by the English Mission-
ary Society, undertook another journey into this district of
Africa, He found the Christian establishment at Lattakoo
in a somewhat flourishing state. There was a chapel ca-
pable of containing about four hundred persons; and’ a row
of good houses with gardens for the missionaries. But the
friendly conduct of the natives toward that body had not
been accompanied with any disposition to embrace or even
to listen to their doctrines. The Bechuanas, more perhaps
than any other barbarians, seem to labor under a peculiar
thraldom to the senses and an utter disregard for all lofty
and spiritual ideds. ‘Beads for ornament, cattle for use,
forays for the display of valor and activity, these absorb
their whole attention and leave no room for higher objects.
The number assembled to see the missionaries dine was
three times greater than could ever be induced to hear
them preach.

At Lattakoo Mr. Cdmpbell met Kossie, king or chief of
Mashow, and obtained permission to visit him, which, though
expressed in rather cold and haughty terms, his zeal induced
him to embrace. From Mashow he passed through a
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country continually improving in.richness and bedauty. He
reached Kureechane, which is thought entitled to the appel-
lation of a city; and at all events its construction and the
arts practiced in it were decidedly superior to anything
yet seen. in southern Africa. The natives smelted iron
and copper in large clay furnaces, their houses were sur-
rounded with good stone inclosures, while the walls of mud
were often paintéd and molded into pillars and other. orna-
ments. Well-fashioned vessels of earthenware were used for
holding their corn, milk, and other:stores, and considerable
ingenuity was shown in the preparation of skins. Campbell
witnessed here the peetso, or African council, where the as-
sembled chiefs acted with great eccentricity,. yet spoke with
good judgment, as a rule, which makes it difficult to say
whether they are sages or madmen., Even on their way to the
meeting these savages indulged in strange gambols, making
immense leaps into 'the air, brandishing their weapons as if .
to attack and sometimes stab an enemy. “The circle being
formed,” says Campbell, ¢ they all join in a song, which the
principal person often follows with a dance. . Each chief as
he rose prefaced his speech.with three tremendous howls or
yells, sometimes imitating the bark of a dog. Several of
his attendants then sprang forward and danced before him
—an accompaniment never omitted, even when the aged
and stiffened limbs of the performers render it altogether
ludicrous. At length comes the speech, replete with frank-
ness, courage, often with good sense, and even with a rude
species of eloquence.”

An important expedition ‘to the . Congo was intrusted by
the British government. to Captain Tuckey in 1816, Be-
sides a crew of about fifty, including marines and mechanics,
he was accompanied by an eminent botanist named Smith ;.
Mr. Cranch, an able zoologist; Mr. Tudor, an anatomist;
Mr. Lockhart,’a gardener; and Mr. Galwey. They sailed
from Deptford on the 16th ‘of February 1816, and reached
Malemba on the 3oth of June.

After a few days’ journey they found themselves: in the

\
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.channel of the Congo, which greatly disappointed them, as
they had expected to find a river of stupendous magnitude,
whereas they found only a narrow stream. . It was then,
‘Thowever, the driest part of
the year; ¢ nevertheless,”
records Tuckey, ¢ the depth
was still more than one hun-
dred and fifty fathoms, and it
was impossible to estimate
the mass of water which its
channel might convey to the
ocean.”

After sailing between ridges
of high rocky hills the expe-
dition came to the Yellala,
or Great Cataract; and here
they met with a second disap-
pointment. Instead ofanother
Niagara, which general report lnd led them to expect, they
saw. only “a comparative brook bubbling over its stony
bed.” The fall appears to be occasioned by massesof gran-
dte, fragments of which have fallen down and blocked up
.the stream. Yet this obstruction fendered it quite impos-
sible for the boats to pass, nor could they be carried across
the precipices and deep ravines by which the country was
intersected. The travelers were compelled to proceed by
land through this difficult region, which, having no guides,
was a succession of inexpressible difficulties, Cooloo, Inga,
and Mavoonda, the principal villages, were separated by
long intervals, in conseéquente of which they were often
compelled to sleep in the open air. At length the country
began to improve and the obstacles to navigation gradu-
ally disappeared ; but, alas! just as the journey began to
bear an aspect of prosperity indications of its fatal termi-
‘nation became perceptible. - The health of the party was
rapidly giving way under the effects of fatigue and the
malignant influence of a damp and burning atmosphere.

Arab of Upper Congo
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Tudor, Cranch, and Galwey were successively compelled to
return to the ship. Captain Tuckey, after struggling for
some time against disease and exhaustion, as well as the
difficulties of the undertaking, saw the necessity of putting
a stop to the farther progress of the expedition. On reach-
ing the vessel they found that Cranch, Tudor, and Galwey
were dead, having successively succumbed to disease. Smith
soon shared their fate; and Captain Tuckey himself, on the
4th of October, expired without having suffered the usual
attack of fever.

From this unhappy expedition, however, some informa-
tion was obtained respecting a part of Africa which had not
been visited for several centuries, but they recorded no trace
of the great kingdoms or of the cities and armies described
by the Portuguese missionaries.

Another expedition, under Major Peddie, destined to de-
scend the Niger, arrived at the mouth of the Senegal. In-
stead of the beaten track along the banks of that river or of
the Gambia he took the route through the country of the
Foulahs, which, though nearer, was little known and vastly
more difficult.  On the 17th of November, 1816, he sailed
from the Senegal, and on the 14th of December the party,
consisting of one hundred men with two hundred animals,
landed at Kakundy, on Rio Nunez; but before they could
begin their march Major Peddie was stricken with fever and
died. Captain Campbell, the next in command, continued
the journey until he arrived at a small river-called the Pani-
etta, on the frontier of the Foulah territory. By this time
many -of the beasts of burden had died and difficulty was
found in obtaining provisions. The king of the Foulahs
detained them on the frontier four months; their stock of
food and clothing gradually diminished, while they were
suffering all the evils that arise from a sickly climate. At
length their situation became appalling, and they saw the
absolute necessity of returning. All their animals were
dead, and it was necessary to hire natives to carry their
baggage. They reached Kakundy with the loss only of
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Mr. Kummer, the naturalist; but Captain Campbell him-
self became a victim of climate and fatigue, and died on
the 13th of June, 1817, two days afterward. The command
was then -assumed by Lieutenant Stokoe, a young naval
officer. He formed a new scheme for proceeding into the
interior, but unhappily he succumbed to the c¢limate.

Captain Gray, of the Royal African Corps, who had ac-
companied the last mentioned expedition under Major Ped-
die and Captain Camppbell, undertook, in 1818, to perform a
journey by Park’s old route along the Gambia. On the 20th
of June, 1818, he reached Boolibani, the capital of Bondou,
where he remained until the 22d of May, 1819; but the King
of Bondou would not permit him to proceed farther.

Major Laing, in 182r1, was sent on a mission from Sierra
Leone through the Timannee, Kooranko, and Soolima
countries, with the view of making arrangements for trading.
On this journey he found reason to believe that the source
of the Niger lay much farther to the south than Park had
supposéd. At Falaba he was assured that it might have
been reached in three days had not the Kissi nation, in
whose territory it was situated, been at war with the Sooli-
mans, with whom Major Laing then resided. He was in-
clined to fix the source of this great river a very little above
the ninth degree of latitude.

In 1819 Mr. Ritchie, a young man of considerable scien-
tific attainments, undertook the direction of still another
expedition for the British, accompanied by Lieutenant
Lyon, a naval officer. - This expedition was well received at
Tripoli, and set out on the 22d of March for Fezzan with
Mukni, the sultan, who gave them solemn assurances of pro-
tection. This chief, however, was a ruffian who had made
his way to power by the massacre of the late sovereign and
his brother, and supported his favor at Tripoli by annual
slave hunts, which he extended over the whole desert to
the frontier of ‘Soudan. Thus he brought annually to
Tripoli four or five thousand of those unhappy victims, a
large proportion of whom were bestowed in presents.
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The members -of the expedition soon began to suffer
from the climate, Lieutenant Lyon being seized with dysen-
tery, and Ritchie with bilious fever, under which they lan.
guished during the whole summer. The treacherous Mukni
not only withheld all aid, but studiously prevented others
from giving them assistance. At length poor Ritchie, over-
whelined by disease and anxiety, died on the 20th of No-
vember, 1819. . Lyon partially recovered, but found himself
without the means of penetrating farther than to the south-
ern frontier of Fezzan. '
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CHAPTER IX
The New Era

ISTORY records that a nhew era-
commenced for Africa about the
year 1815. The Napoleonic wars
were ended, and France had been
vanquished on the field of Water-
loo. In Africa, England’s diplo-
macy and money had gradually
gained a paramount influence,which
has continued to grow more and
more absolute until the present
time. - An Egyptian debt of $400,-
000,000, owned mostly in England
indicates the inevitable, when
Turkish rule can be safely ignored
and the jealousy of other European
nations -appeased. The new era

. was destined to see a long period of

peaceful development throughout the world. In America,

our own republic led the way. Undreamed-of results in
wotld-wide prosperity, in invention, learning, and moral
activities were the result. '

Europe at this time had only a few stations and factories
on'the coasts of Africa, and but little occupation beyond the
seaboard. Interior Africa was unexplored and unknown.

There was no real interest in the continent ds a whole, as in

the case of America or-Australia. France was only awaken-

ing to a new desire for colonial expansion, and Germany
had no idea of colonizing there. England cared only for

Africa as a way station to her Asiatic émpire. The Portu-

guese and other nations which had possessions in Africa

made little or no effort to strengthen or extend them. The
o :
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total commercial value of African trade in 1818, sucluding
slaves, was only $150,000,000. The exports were but -
$6,500,000, and half of this from Egypt and the countries of
the Mediterranean,

For many years Africa, as far as the outside world was
concerned, was to be left practically alone, and this seems
to have been providential... It gave Africa herself an oppor-
tunity for preparation. - This period was of great importance
to the Dark Continent. In the outside world there was an
entire change of sentiment as to the relations a parent coun-
try should sustain to her colonies. The question at issue
was imperialism on-the one hand and federation on the
other. The former declared. that colonies were private
properties of the crowns, to be: administered with little or
no thought of the colonists themselves. The federation idea
was “that -colonists were to be regarded” as parts of the
whole nation, with rights and privileges and claims for pro-
tection and help, the same as the subjects who dwelt under
the more immediate shadow of the ‘throne.” - This senti-
ment toward colonies was emphasized also by the independ-
ence of thought among the colonists themselves, and also
by the increasing necessities for new colonies by the crowded
populations of European countries.

The suppression of the slave trade was also another mat-
ter affecting ‘Africa at this period. - Its -destruction was
practically reached.in 1850 as far-as Europe and America
were concerned. The enlightened .conscience of Christen-
dom, expresséd on the.platform -and in literature, the con-
tests in diplomatic circles, and legislation, all helped to reach
the heart and conscience of the civilized world concermng
the despised races of the Dark Continent.

When the slave trade in the West had been suppressed the
horrors of this Arab-Asiatic traffic were brought to light, and
philanthropists: and statesmen- united in a determined -effort
to- crush it, and focused the interest of the world upon
central Africa as.it had never-been before.. The emancipa-
tion of the slaves in.-America had a telling effect -upon the
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conscience of mankind concerning their African brethren,
and God in his wonderful ways was preparing the European
and American nations for a realization of their final respon-
sibilities toward ‘Africa. During that period of preparation
France was the only nation to gain new- territory in the
Dark Continent. She conquered Algeria and established the
future French empire in Northwest Africa. Her possessions
in Africa, however, have cost her $750,000,000, and rhany
thousands of lives. But the benefits, both to Africa and the
French nation, are incalculable, and Algeria, wlien she has
been linked with Senegal on the west coast by the modern
railway across two thousand five hundred miles of the
dreary wastes of Sahara, will doubtless becoitie a great and
thriving country.
The world within the realm of civilization des1red to learn
the physical resources of the mysterious continent; the
"location of her mountains and plains, ahd the length and
breadth of her great lakes and rivers; the varying nature of
her climate, and the character and teiper of her native
population. The attention of Europe’s most learned men
was fixed upon Africa. Egyptology became a science, -and
questions of geography, ethnology; history, language, and
religion as related to Africa became the questions of the
hour. Heroic men, and womien tdo, braved the dangers of
the jungle, desert, and-savage,in earnest endeavor to make
the unknown known, and throw light upon the land where
darkness, ignorance, and superstition reigned. It is impos-
sible for me even to give thé names of all who have ven-
_tured to become explorers of Africa, but I have endeavored
to link together a few of the 'more important, together with
a brief account of their struggles, which may prove both
interesting and instructive to the reader. Many of them,
whose records teemed with interest for our grandparents,
have longsince been forgotten. I have deemed it well to
open these dusty volutdes of “forgotten lore,” and let the
early explorer live and die again his martyr’s-death for Africa
in this volume,
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CHAPTER X
About Lake Tchad

¥ N the autumn of 1821 the British government pre-
' pared another expedition. Major
Denham, Liguterianfc Clapperton,
of the navy, and Dr. Qudney, a
naval surgeon, were appointed to
this service, and proceeded with-
out delay to Tripoli, where they
-arrived on the 18th of November.
After a few days’ rest they started
on a long and dreary pilgrimage to
Mourzouk, where they arrived on
the 8th of April, 1822. The prince
of Fezzan received them with courtesy and promised to
make provision for the continuance of their journey. He
even intimated his intention of visiting Tripoli and the
necessity of their remaining till his return. This arrange-
ment was most disheartening; nor did they know what
reliance to place in the sincerity of Boo Khalloom, a great
merchant, who invited them to accompany an expedition
which he was preparing for the Soudan. The sultan and
he soon- after departed, each with large presents for the
bashaw, to - intrigue against one another at the court of
Tripoli. After they had gone there was scarcely a camel
left in Fezzan, or any other means by which they could
continue their journey. Major Denham then saw no
alternative but that he himself should hasten back to
Tripoli and remonstrate with the bashaw. After a tedious
journey of twenty days, with only three attendants, he
arrived, and was received by the bashaw with his usual
courtesy ; but not getting the satisfaction which ‘he ex-
pected the major lost no time in setting sail for England
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to lodge a complaint with his government. This step dis-
turbed the bashaw considerably, and he sent several vessels
after the major, one of which overtook him at Marseilles.
The bashaw announced that arrangements were actually
made with Boo Khalloom for escorting Major Denham’s
expedition to the capital of Bornou, and, true enough, on
the major’s return to Tripoli he found the Arab chief already
on the borders of the desert. Under the guidance of this
merchant Major Denham set out with the full assurance of
reaching those depths of Africa from which no European
had ever yet returned. Little occurred to diversify the
monotony of the desert route until they arrived at Sockna,
where Boo Khalloom, who was fond of display, determined
to make his entrance with almost kingly pomp. He rode a
white Tunisian horse, with gilded saddle and trappings of
scarlet cloth bordered with gold; his dress consisted of
various caftans and robes of rich silks, adorned-with gold
buttons, lace, and embroidery. The natives received the
party with shouts and firing of guns, and the females with
singing and dancing, and formed a sort of triumphal proces-
sion. Several days were spent at Sockna, Boo Khalloom
being ill and wishing to try the effect of various charms and:
superstitious remedies. The English, meantime; witnessed
a great marriage ceremony, the chief part of which consisted
in placing the bride in a basket on the back of a camel and’
leading her round the town, while numerous horsémen
galloped up and discharged their muskets quite close to her
head ; the honor of this compliment was-suppased to com-
pensate for the fear which it occasioned. : :

In journeying onward toward Mourzouk the travelers
_passed along the naked sides of the Gebel Assoud, which-
‘ thé_ major now crossed for the third time; but no familiarity
could relieve the sense of dreariness and misery which its
aspect occasioned. ~On the 3oth of October the caravar
‘made its entry into Mourzouk amid thé shouts of the
inhabitants, whom thé chief by his liberality had in-
spired with the warmest attachment. Denham, however,
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was much disheartened by not seeing any of his country-
men amid the joyous crowd; and his fears were confirmed
by finding Dr. Oudney just recovering from a severe illness
in the chest, and Clapperton in bed with ague—facts which,
combined with the unfortunate result of the last expedition
and the sickly appearance of ‘the natives themselves, indi-
cated some peculiarly baneful influence—without any visible
cause—in the.climate of Mourzouk.

On the 29th of November the whole caravan began their
journey through the desert. - They were escorted, by nearly
every inhabitant who could muster a horse. The expedi-
tion, besides the English, comprised two hundred and ten
Arabs, ranged in tens and twenties, under different chiefs.
On this journey the travelers had on one side the Tibboos, on
the other the Tuaricks, two -native tribes, probably of great
antiquity, and having no alliance whatever with the Arab
race now so widely.spread over the continent. The Tib-
boos were on the left, and it was through their villages
that the caravan passed. “They are a gay, good-humored,
thoughtless race,” says Denham, “with all the African
passion for song and dance. Once a year, or oftener, an
inroad is made ‘by their fierce neighbors, the Tuaricks, who

spare neither age nor sex and sweep away all that come

within their reach.. The cowardly Tibboos dare not even look
them in the face; they can only mount to the top of certain
steep rocks with flat summits and perpendicular sides, near
one of which every village is built.” The savage Tuaricks
were observed by Clapperton and Oudney in a journey to
the westward from Mourzouk, and were. found in their

private character to be frank, honest, and hospitable. The.

females are neither immured nor oppressed, as is usual
arriong rude and Mohammedan tribes, but meet with notice
and respect; ‘indeed, the domestic habits of this nation
have much resemblance to the Europeans. They are a

completely wandering race of shepherds and robbers, holding’

inicontempf all who live in houses and cultivate the ground;
yet they are, perhaps, the only native Africans who have
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letters and an alphabet, which they inscribe, not on books
and parchments, indeed, but on the dark rocks that checker
the surface of their territory; and. in places where they
have Iong resided every stone seen:is covered with their
writings.,”” After a fort- .
night in the . desert the
expedition saw symptoms
of a return-to the region
of life. There appeared .
scattered spots: of thin
herbage; little. .valleys’
watered by springs were
filled with a shrub called .
suag, on which grew deli-
cate berries; small herds.
of gazelles fed in these re- :
treats, even the -droves of hyenas indicated the rev1val of
animal nature. As the travelers advarnced the country. im-
proved ; the valleys became gay-and verdant, and the creep-
ing vines of the colocynth in full bloom, with the red flowers
of the kossom, converted many “of these spots “into a little
Arcadia.. The freshness of the air, with the.melody of
myriad songsters perched among the creeping plants, whose
flowers diffused an aromatic odor, formed the most delight-
ful contrast to the desolate region through which they had
passed. Here again were found Tibboos, of the tribe called
Gunda, a more alert and ‘active people than the former; the
men still ugher, the girls still handsomer and more dehcately
formed. )
In approaching the territory of the Soudan the Enghqh'
witnessed a system of mutual plunder between the.caravan.
and-the natives. Every animal which strayed from the main
body: was “instantly c¢arriedoff. .~ A’ herald, - handsomely:
equipped, who had béen sent forward to the Sultan of Bor-:
nou, was found stripped and tied naked to a tree. On the:
other hand, no sooter did-the:caravan come in view of any:
village than the inhabitants were seen ort the plain beyond

Gazelles -
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in full flight with all their chattels. The Arabs pursued, in
pretended indignation at not being allowed to purchase what
they wanted ; but the conduct of the poor natives was evi-
dently the résult of long experience, and Major Denham saw
executed on one party the most rapid process of plunder he
ever witnessed. He says, “In a few seconds the camels °
were eased .of their loads, and the poor women and girls
stripped to the skin.” Boo Khalloom, on this'and other oc-
casions, interposed and insisted on restitution; but whether
he would really have done so without the urgent remon-
strances of the English appears to be doubtful. ’

The expedition now entered Kanem, the most northern R
province of Bornou, and soon arrived at Lari, a town of two
thousand inhabitants, composed of clusters of rush huts, con-
ical at the top, and looking like well-thatched corn stacks.
This place formed a remarkable stage in their progress; for
from the rising ground in front of it was seen stretching out
the boundless expanse of the great interior sea of Africa—
Lake Tchad—* glowing with the golden rays of the sun.”
Major Denham, who saw here the key to his grand scheme.
of discovery, hastened down to .the shores of this mighty
water. The caravan now marched along the shores of the
lake and arrived in two days at Woodie, a large town, and the
first which they found to be thoroughly Negro.

The political state of the country at this time was some-
what singular. Twenty years before it had been overrun and
completely conquered with the most dreadful devastation by
the Fellatas, a western people which spurned a foreign yoke.
The present sheik, a native of Kanem, rallied round him a
band of bold spearmen, hoisted the green flag, and attacked
the invaders. His success was such that in ten months the
Fellatas were completely driven out of Bornou, and had
never since reentered.” This leader, idolized by the army
who had conquered under him, was now the real master of
the country, yet the reverence of the nation for their an-
cient line of kings was too deep to allow the legitimate
heir to be wholly superseded.
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Afterffive days-an invitation arrived from the-sheik to visit
him at Kouka, for which city the travelers immediately de-
parted. On their way they passed the Yeou, the first river
of note which- had crossed their path in this long journey,
exciting considerable interest by being for a. moment sup-
posed to be the Niger flowing from Timbuctoo. The stream
was fifty yards broad, and proceeded with some rapidity east-
ward into the Tchad: In the wet season its breadth was
more than double. The men and goods were ferried over on
rafts, while the horses and camels, fastened together in bands,
swam across.

The major pressed eagerly forward before the main body,
and, emerging from the forest, had his curiosity gratified by
seeing a body of several thousand horses drawn up in line
and extending on each side as far as the eye could reach.
He now awaited the coming up of the Arabs, at sight of
whom the Bornou troops, who had previotsly stood imimov-
able, raised a mighty yell which rent the air, followed by the
loud sound of rude martial music. Then, forming detached
parties, they galloped up full speed to the strangers, never
pausing till they almost touched the horses’ heads, when
they suddenly wheeled round and returned, exclaiming,
“ Blessing, blessing, sons of your country ! sons of your coun-
try!”  They had soon completely surrounded the party and
wedged them in so close, waving their spears over their heads,
that it was impossible for the strangets to move. Boo Khal-
loom had nearly lost all patienée at this vehement and in-
commodious welcome ; but Barca Gana, the commander in
chief, made his appearance very soon and restored order, and
had an opening made by which the caravan slowly made its
way to the city, where after much ceremony they found the
sheik in a small dark room quictly seated on a carpet, plainly
dressed, and ornamented solely with guns and pistols which
he had received in presents fro