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EDITORIAL NOTE

THis text-book, like *“ The Uplift of China,”
*The Desire of India,” and * The Reproach
of Islam,” is issued conjointly by a number
of the Missionary Societies in Great Britain,
for the use of Mission Study Circles. The
Editorial Committee have revised the manu-
script, and, in co-operation with Dr Mott,
have adapted it for the use of these circles ;
and the maps, appendices, bibliography and
index have also been prepared with the same
end in view. In addition, ‘ Suggestions to
Leaders ”” and * Outline Programmes of Study
have been prepared by the mission study
departments of the vartous Missionary Societies.

The object of the text-book is, therefore,
to meet the needs of those who study it chapter
by chapter and meet periodically in study
circles for discussion. The chapters are not
intended to be exhaustive in treatment, but
each of them presents material for thought
concerning certain definite questions suggested
in the Outline Programmes.

The Editorial Committee desire to take this
opportunity of expressing their gratitude to
the author for the generous way in which he
acted upon suggestions made by them. The
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Committee are also indebted to the Rev. J.
H. Ritson, the China Inland Mission, and
the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel,
for permission to reproduce the illustrations

 facing pp. 14, 20, 99, 106, 206, and 246.



AUTHOR’S PREFACE

THE World Missionary Conference held in
Edinburgh in June of the present year con-
stituted in its plan, in its personnel, in the
spirit which characterised it, and in its promise,
the most significant gathering ever held in
the interest of the world’s evangelisation. In
preparation for the Conference eight represen-
tative international Commissions had been
at work for over eighteen months making a
scientific . investigation and study of several
of the most pressing and vital problems
of Christian missions. Associated with these
Commissions as correspondents were the prin-
cipal missionaries and leaders of the Church
on the mission fields, as well as the foremost
thinkers and workers of the missionary forces
at home. The reports resulting from these
special investigations have afforded a very
comprehensive presentation of the facts about
the main aspects of the missionary situation.
Those who have had opportunity to examine the
mass of evidence gathered by the Commissions,
and to listen to the discussions of the reports
at the Edinburgh Conference, must have been
impressed with the fact that the present is
the decisive hour of Christian Missions. In

vii



viii Author’s Preface

the history of Christianity there has never
been such a remarkable conjunction of oppor-
tunities and crises on all the principal mission
fields, and of favouring circumstances and
possibilities on the home field.

The central idea of this book has been suggested
by the studies in connection with Commission
I. on “ Carrying the Gospel to All the Non-
Christian World,” of which the author was
Chairman. He has made large use of the
results of the investigations of the Commission,
and has introduced without quotation certain
parts of the report written by himself. He
has also profited by the investigations made
by the other Commissions and by the debates
of the Conference itself. It was the intention
to give footnotes referring to sections of the
various reports where readers might further
follow the subjects under consideration, but
as these reports have not yet been published
in book form this is not possible.

The author wishes to acknowledge his deep
indebtedness to the members and correspondents
of Commission I. He has been greatly helped
by the generous and efficient co-operation of
the Editorial Committee of the United Council
for Missionary Study. He is under particular
obligation to Mr Hans P. Andersen, without
whose discerning, wise and constant help this
book would not have been written.

JOHN R. MOTT.

Epixeunen, June 29th, 1910,
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THE DECISIVE HOUR OF
CHRISTIAN MISSIONS

CHAPTER I

THE NON-CHRISTIAN NATIONS PLASTIC AND
CHANGING

Ix the history of Europe there has been no Fifteenth
movement which can compare, either in its Centuy nce.
magnitude or in the greatness of its effects,

with the Renaissance of the fifteenth century.

“The world was passing through changes

more momentous than any it had witnessed

since the victory of Christianity and the fall

of the Roman Empire.” The discovery of

new countries had enlarged the horizon of the

world, and had stimulated a new curiosity and

a spirit of discontent and adventure among the
nations of Europe. The capture of Constanti-

nople by the Turks had flooded Italy with

Greek scholars and teachers, and had given a

great impetus to scholarship and learning, so

that schools and universities multiplied every-

where. The growing intelligence, the spirit

3
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2 The Non-Christian Nations

of liberty, restless movements in the social
life, together with a quickening of personal
religion, resulted in the great Reformation
movement which convulsed the whole Conti-
nent. In every department of life there was
change. A current of fresh energy seemed to
be flowing through the countries of Europe, and
science, literature, art, and religian all entered
upon a new period of development. The
Western world was passing out of the dark ages
of medievalism into the modern era of en-
lichtenment and freedom.

Great and significant for the future as were
the movements of that brief transition time,
they are completely dwarfed by what is taking
place to-day. The Renaissance of the fif-
teenth century affected only Europe, but we
are now confronted with a Renaissance which
is gradually affecting the whole of Asia and
Africa. Throughout the non-Christian world
there are unmistakable signs of the awaken-
ing of great peoples from their long sleep.
Through the whole of Asia a ferment is in
process, which has spread from the intel-
lectual leaders, and is fast taking possession
of the masses. It affects over three-fourths
of the human race, including peoples of

- high intelligence and ancient civilisation.

The leaders are concerned with the .ques-
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Plastic and Changing 3

tions of enlightenment, of intellectual and
social freedom, of economic development,
and of national efficiency. In all history
there has not been a period when such vast
multitudes of people were in the midst of
such stupendous changes, economic, social, edu-
cational, and religious. Among innumerable
multitudes of the inhabitants of the non-
Christian world the forces of youth and age,
of radicalism and conservatism, of growth and
decay, are seething and struggling for the
mastery. As we survey the unparalleled
situation in these lands, the question is forced
upon us as to what is to be the issue of it all.
It is difficult to believe that two generations Japan.

ago Japan was even more completely closed
to Western influence than was China. Since
then she has, however, proved herself in some
respects the most brilliant nation in the world.
She has achieved greater progress in one gen-
eration than any other country has achieved
in two, if not in three generations. She
has gone to school to the whole world, and
has learned her lessons with remarkable
facility. Seldom does the traveller find
himself upon an ocean steamer without dis-
covering among his fellow-passengers one or
more Japanese—not going about the world in
search of pleasure, but journeying with
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serious intent to study some institution, some
movement, some process, some experience of
another nation or people, determined to make
this larger knowledge tributary to the expand-
ing greatness of their own country. Open-
mindedness is their characteristic as a people.
Some have feared that their recent victories
would turn their heads, but those who
have been in recent touch with Japan have
received an opposite impression. They have
found that the Japanese have rather been
humbled and solemnised by their victories,
and have come to have an increased sense of
responsibility. Perhaps never has Japan mani-
fested greater eagerness to learn from other
nations and to increase her efficiency than
during the period which has elapsed since the
Russian war. - The view entertained in some
quarters that Japan has at last become fixed is
incorrect. She has not ceased to go to school.
Her time of transition may have partially
passed, but it has not wholly passed. Profound
changes are still taking place, if not so rapidly
as before, and Japan is still progressing.

The fact must not be lost sight of that
the influence of Japan extends over the whole
Orient. The leaders of the Japanese Christian
Student Movement emphasised this fact in a
cable message which they sent to the Student
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Volunteer Convention in Nashwville, in 1906,
“Japan leading Orient but whither ?”
Even more aptly do these words express
the position of Japan to-day than at
the time when the message was sent. The
most casual traveller sees how Japan is be-
coming an increasing factor in the com-
mercial and industrial developments of the
Far East, and the great steamship agencies
of Britain, America, and Germany feel the
pressure of this fact increasingly. Japan is
profoundly influencing the economic changes,
not only of Korea, but also of China. Her
voice has become the most influential in the
political councils of the Far East. To a far
greater extent than most people realise, she
has taken the leading position in the pro-
motion of the educational movement on the
mainland of Asia. True it is that Japan is
leading the Orient. The Eastern nations are
following Japan, as Japan is following the West,
and what Japan has succeeded in doing to-day
the others will do to-morrow. The advance of
Japan is a prophecy of what is going to follow
throughout the nations of the East.

Korea was known yesterday as ““ The Land Korea.
of the Morning Calm.” To-day it is vibrating
with the spirit of the modern world, and the
age-long isolation of the hermit nation has
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ceased. Where are ten millions of people to be
found upon whom the currents of modern
civilisation have been turned more abruptly,
and with greater directness and power, than
upon the Korean people during the past five
years ? A railway has been stretched across
the whole length of the peninsula. The
material resources of the country are being
rapidly developed, the Government having
within recent years granted nearly two hundred
mining concessions. Other new and profit-
able industries are being introduced. The
educational system has been reformed along
modern lines, and the people are so fully awake
to the value and necessity of Western know-
ledge and education, that they will take what-
ever literature or teacher will help to meet
this demand. A new literature is being
evolved under the influence of the Christian
Church. A new and highly efficient financial
system has been introduced. Countless other
economic and political changes have been
effected. Far-reaching social changes, such
as the raising of the age for marriage and the
gradual doing away with the custom of con-
cubinage, are taking place. Torture has been
eliminated from the penal code. In fact, every
department of the life of the country is being
reorganised. Their present political condition,



Plastic and Changing 7

which is very bitter to them, has served to
arouse the Koreans from their self-satisfied
lethargy. The old ways will no longer do,
and they know it. Their eyes have been
opened as to what the West has to teach them,
and they are absorbing our methods with a
rapidity that is unique.

China has a longer unbroken history than China.
any other people in the world. For four
thousand years she has been the same change-
less and unchanging empire, entirely self-
centred and self-satisfied, with a profound
contempt for everything foreign. Yet to-day
she too has turned her face from the past and
has begun to learn from other nations. The
changeless is giving way to the changing, and
the changes are bewildering in their number
and variety. She has made a more radical
adjustment to modern conditions within the
past five years than has any other nation,
not excepting Korea. Those who have
studied the great changes that came over
Japan will remember that she made no
such advance in the first ten years after
she began to adopt Western civilisation as
China has made during the past five years.
Sir Robert Hart, the eminent civilian and
sagacious observer of things Chinese, in com-
menting on the recent changes in China, said
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that during the first forty-five years of his
residence in China the country was like a
closed room; without a breath of fresh air from
the outside world, but that the past five years
reminded him of being in a room with all the
windows and doors wide open and the breezes
of heaven sweeping through. Dr. Griffith
John, one of China’s greatest missionaries, on
starting back from his last furlough, in speaking
to a group of Christian workers in America,
said that if the recent changes which had taken
place in China had been attended with the
bloodshed which characterised the late Russian
revolution, the eyes of the avilised world
would be fixed upon China, and nothing would
hold back the Christian nations from going
to her relief. President Lowry of the Peking
University insists that the change which has
come over China within the past decade has
been so great that it is *“ almost impossible to
describe the contrast with the past without
seeming extravagance of language.” He
regards it as “ one of the most sweeping and
radical revolutions ever effected in any great
nation in the history of the world.”

Only half a generation ago the telegraph
system of China was confined to a few wires
binding together the port cities; now a net-
work of twenty-six thousand miles of tele-
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graph wires, connecting with four hundred
and ninety telegraph offices, is spread
over the empire. For thousands of years,
rivers and canals were the principal channels
of communication in this country, but in
recent years the railway has come in as the
great rival, Fourteen years ago there were
but two hundred miles of railway in China;
now there are four thousand one hundred and
seventy miles in operation and nine thousand
miles projected. The journey can now be
made in a irain de luze from Peking to Hankow
in the heart of China in thirty-six hours,
whereas six years ago it would have required
fully forty days by Chinese carts. Steamer lines
cover a distance of eight thousand miles. The
Yangtse from Hankow to Shanghai sustains a
greater traffic than any other river in the
world for an equal distance. All the great
port cities of China, and some of those along
the inland rivers, are being rapidly modernised,
and remind one of the crowded commercial
ports of the West. Great modern industrial
plants are being rapidly established in and
near the large interior cities, as well as at
the ports. In Hankow alone not less than
twenty-five thousand men are employed in
such establishments.  Shanghai, which a
generation ago was comparatively but a river
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village, to-day has a tonnage in its harbour
second to that of Liverpool. Only a few years
ago there were no modern post-offices; now they
are to be found in three thousand five hundred
towns and cities, and the number is increasing
day by day. In many cities the rushlight
has been superseded by the electric light. The
fear of “ boring into the pulse of the dragon ”
is being lost by those who are anxious to exploit
the enormous mineral wealth of the country.

Twelve years ago there was only one daily
paper in Peking, the ancient Peking Gazette,
devoted chiefly to publishing the edicts of the
Imperial Government. Now there are said
to be ten dailies there. In the other cities
throughout China, hundreds of modern period-
1cals have been established, all of which devote
a Jarge section of their space to reporting news
from alt parts of the world. The printing
presses, both those under secular and
those under missionary auspices, are not able
to keep pace with the demand made upon
them for the bringing out of new works and
of translations of the books of important
authors of Western nations.

Political changes of far-reaching importance
have also been effected. Constitutional gov-
ernment has recently been promised by Im-

perial edict. October 14, 1909, will hence-



vt A
PRI T L

CLLESg

MILLS AT HANKOW

THE CHINESE WHEELBARROW AND ITS RIVAL



Plastic and Changing 1T

forth be a historic date in China, because on
that day provincial assemblies were opened
in the capitals of all the provinces. This is
a significant step in the ten-years’ programme
which is to culminate in the actual establish-
ment of modern parliamentary constitutional
government for the Chinese Empire. The
work of these new assemblies during the in-
tervening years is to serve as a means of
preparing the people for the new political re-
sponsibilities involved. Those who have had
opportunity to study these assemblies bear
testimony that even in their first year, in the
strength of their personnel, in the wisdom with
which they have dealt with the subjects before
them, in the dignity and high tone of the
discussions which they have conducted, in
the order and practical efficiency with which
they carry on their business, these bodies
impress them quite-as favourably as do the
political assemblies of some of the Western
nations. Already the work of these assem-
blies in some of the provinces has passed
beyond the realm of academic discussion into
that of evolving practical measures concerning
both the immediate and future welfare of the
country.
Without doubt the best illustration of the ii) Sacial

social and moral progress of the New China ?{,‘:n';:fl
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is the anti-opium crusade. The Imperial
Government in 1907 decided that the opium
evil must be extirpated from China. It was
agreed that this end must be accomplished
within ten years. The official regulations,
which are understood to have been prepared
by Tang Shao Yi, one of the Imperial Com-
missioners on Opium Suppression, are so
masterly in their scope, as well as in their
practical details, that they are worthy of study
by the statesmen and reformers of other lands.
The Government prohibited the use of opium
by all officials except those of very advanced
age. Ina wonderful way those high in political
and social circles in all parts of China have
thrown themselves into the movement. It is
said that some of the princes and officials have
died as a result of their most zealous and serious
struggles to break away from the opium habit.
All over China popular *societies have been
formed for the purpose of waging the anti-
opium propaganda. Great mass meetings have
been held in principal cities and in many of
the towns. The assembling and burning of
opium-smoking outfits is no uncommon oc-
currence. In some provinces such vigorous
measures have been taken that apparently the
period of ten years will not be required to
suppress the trafficc. In the Province of
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Shansi, for example, the raising of the poppy
is absolutely prohibited. Travellers in the
. Province of Szechwan have recently reported
that they saw no signs of the poppy there and
that the opium dens were closed. Lord
William Cecil testifies that, whereas when he
was in China in 1907 he found the country
between Hankow and Harbin * beautiful
with white and pink crops of poppy,” he did
not see a single poppy flower while travers-
ing the same country on his recent visit in
1909. Few in the West realise what a vast
and revolutionary change this abolition of the
opium trafficis. It involves the reorganisation
of the entire fiscal system, but the Government
has gone forward regardless of financial con-
siderations. The Chinese themselves have
been, and are, the leaders in this movement,
and it is significant that one of the most
effective  advocates for the suppression of
opium, at the meetings of the International
Opium Commission recently held in Shanghai,
was Tong Kaison, a Chinese Christian. When
one considers the number of people involved,
the strength of the habit combated, and the
results already attained, this anti-opium cru-
sade is one of the greatest moral movements
of modern times.. It is being conducted with
an aggressiveness and with a degree of success
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which puts to shame the progress of temper-
ance and certain other moral movements in
Western lands. Changes like these seem almost
incredible when one reflects on the constitution
of the Chinese mind and its unchanging
attitude throughout the centuries.

(iv) Chinese  China’s awakening is not only in industrial

studying . e .

abroad. enterprise, political reform, and' social pro-
gress. Unquestionably the greatest changes
are those pertaining to education, and out
of this a new spirit in the Chinese people
is resulting. Literally thousands of Chinese
students have been sent abroad to study.
Eight years ago there were less than a score of
Chinese students studying in Tokyo. At the
present time there are not less than three
thousand there, and at one time, in 1907,
the number was as high as fifteen thousand.
While the number studying in Japan has
declined, the number going to America and
Europe is steadily increasing. There are now
in the different universities and schools of the
United States not less than six hundred
Chinese students, and plans have been per-
fected for sending in the near future a much
larger number. There are also about five
hundred studying in Great Britain and on
the Continent. In the history of education
there has been no such extensive migration of
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students from one country to other lands.
At the time when Japan had the largest
number of her youth studying abroad, there
were only about seventeen hundred in
America and a much smaller number in
Europe. Another striking fact in connection
with the Chinese student migration is that the
largest number who have gone abroad to study
came from the most reactionary province—
the Province of Hunan, the one which longest
resisted the introduction of the telegraph.
Even more remarkable than the sending (v)Changein

abroad for study of her own young men and 2;:5:,,';‘_”“'
young women, has been the rapid transforma-
tion of the system of education in China herself,
In 1905, by one stroke of the vermilion pencil,
the Empress Dowager abolished completely,
and for ever, the ancient competitive examina-
tion system, which had been in operation for
two thousand  years. The old examination
halls are already falling into ruins or have
been torn down to make way for modern
schools. The Imperial Government has issued
in five volumes a complete set of regulations
which includes a curriculum of studies based
largely upon that of Japan, which is in turn
based on American and European models.
The Imperial Government has not only within
the past five years sent educational commis-
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sions to Europe and America, to make a
careful study of the educational systems of
the West, but has also taken to heart the
results of their investigations. An increasing
number of American and European educators
have been invited by provincial and municipal
governments, as well as by Chinese gentry,
to help to establish modern institutions of
learning in different parts of the country.
A far larger number of Japanese teachers
have been secured for the same purpose. It
is estimated that at one time there were as
many as one thousand Japanese co-operating
in the educational reforms throughout China.
Modern schools and colleges are springing
up all over China like mushrooms. In the
province of Chihli there are already over forty
thousand students and scholars in these modern
institutions. In Peking alone there are two
hundred institutions with seventeen thousand
students. In each of four other cities in China
there are already over ten thousand students
of modern learning. Scores of girls’ schools
have sprung up in the different parts of China,
and nothing in the general awakening of the
country is more momentous than this change
in the status and education of women.

Many schools, both for men and for women,
are inadequately staffed and therefore are doing
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superficial work. It is a case of the blind
leading the blind. Many mistakes are being
made and much money is being wasted, but
the significant fact is that China has deter-
mined to give Western education to her
millions of youth. To realise the meaning of
this educational revolution, one need only
recall that Japan has now nearly six millions
of youth in her schools and colleges, and that
the same proportion will some day give China
over fifty millions. The day is coming, and
that very soon, when China will have more
students than any other nation in the world.

China is, therefore, in the midst of an intel-
lectual revolution, but at present her educa-
tion has a pronouncedly utilitarian end. Her
one motive and desire is that she may acquire
the secret of the industrial, commercial,
financial, military, and naval power of the
West. This is her deliberate purpose, and
she is succeeding in a marked degree. Is
there not something ominous in a nation
of four hundred millions of people moving
forward into modern civilisation with no
higher motive than this ?

Siam is in .a condition of metamorphosis. Siam.
Under the enlightened rule of King Chulalong-
korn 1., it has been open to Western culture
in a remarkable manner. Wonderful progress
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has been made in all branches of administra-
tion. Compulsory education has been intro-
duced, and the Government system of schools
is in the most promising condition.

Persia also is sharing in the general awaken-
ing of the East and is undergoing a trans-
formation. The movement here seeks prim-
arily to establish civil ffeedom and ensure
social progress; and the immediate aim is to
set up a constitutional and popular form
of government. The fact that it has that
particular aim makes its leaders regard
such nations as England and the United States
as especially worthy of imitation, and the
example of these nations and of Japan has
impressed the Persians with the conviction
that national progress and effectiveness are im-
possible without education, science, and civil-
isation. Consequently there is a new and
growing demand for education in Western
sciences and languages. Schools for giving
this education are springing up all over the
country, and there is a great anxiety on the
part of the people to learn. Over and over
again, men come to the missionary with the

“appeal, “ We are ignorant and know nothing,

and you must be our teachers.” In Persia,
the old régime is passing away and the new is
being formed. Nothing is fixed as yet, but
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in the Near East, as well as in the Far East,
events are moving with a rapidity that is
nothing short of marvellous, and we cannot
tell what a few years may bring forth. |
Even in Turkestan and Afghanistan ‘the Afghanistan.

modern spirit of change is felt. It is in-
evitable that amid all the restless movements
in the neighbouring countries—Persia, India
and Turkey—Central Asia and Afghanistan
will not continue to remain dormant. On
the contrary, there are many indications
of the influence of the modern currents of
the more distant parts of the East also being
felt in these regions. Nothing can hold back
the advance of Western civilisation into the
very heart of Asia. The railway and caravan
are forcing upon the people through every
pass and along every channel of communication
some of the latest inventions of our time. At
Kabul, one may see sewing-machines, rifles
with smokeless powder, gramophones, and
motor cars. One of the results of the visit of
the Amir of Afghanistan to India was the
arrangement by him for the erection of looms
in his capital, and now we hear of the trans-
portation by camel train of pianos and motor
cars and a plant for wireless telegraphy
through the Khaiber Pass. For the manage-
ment of all these modern industries, a staff of
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European engineers and mechanics has been
admitted into the country.

India, in common with all other lands in the
East, is in a state of change and unrest. Great

-and surprising transformations have taken

place in the past few years, changes which
many did not expect to see occur until another
quarter of a century had elapsed. Among
these one notes the growing sense of concern
on the part of many outside the missionary
and Christian community over the ills which
afflict the great masses of the people of this
land—ills intellectual, social, and religious.
Quite apart from the political movement and
agitation throughout India multitudes are in
the midst of marked social and industrial

developments and transformations. It is true

that there are still areas of country inhabited
by scores of millions of agricultural people, who
are as yet largely untouched by the new spirit
of change and progress, but the significant fact
is that the higher and more influential classes
have been profoundly affected by it. These
classes and castes, which for ages have had
undisputed authority in India, are now seeking
with eagerness to increase their efficiency and
to broaden their power. The educated Hindus,
and increasingly the educated Mohammedans,
have naturally been most profoundly influ-



THE EDUCATIONAL TRANSFORMATION IN CHINA

The top section shows the old examination halls ; the middle one, the same site
just after their demolition ; and the lowest, the new buildings erected in
their place.

© With acknowledgments to the China Inland Mission

(see p. 15)
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enced by the modern civilisation as a result
of their knowledge of the English language
and their touch with the outside world. It is
remarkable also that individuals from the
lowest castes and from the out-castes are, under
the influence of Christianity and education,
emerging from their inferior position in Indian
society, and are aspiring to places of pro-
minence and influence. Moreover, there are
unmistakable signs, in different parts of India,
of the break-up of that system of caste which
has done more to hold back the progress of
Indian society, and to hinder the advance of
Christianity, than any other cause.

Even more remarkable and encouraging is
the growing thirst for learning on the part of
the women of India, whose resolute opposition
to change has been one powerful hindrance to
progress in the past. Here and there in the
zenanas there are women who are eager to
obtain knowledge of the outer world and of the
West, and other signs are not wanting that
Indian women are beginning to seek the educa-
tion which they once resisted. There is also a
growing desire among the men for the educa-
tion of their daughters, wives, and sisters.
Without doubt India is undergoing great social,
political, industrial, and religious changes. A
new nation is coming to birth.
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Turkey, Of no other country in the recent or remote
{la)e;{,?fﬁon_ past could it be said so truly as it can be said
of Turkey that it is a nation born in a day.
The marvellous change came unexpectedly
and with the rapidity of lightning. No corre-
spondent, missionary, consul, or ambassador
had predicted it. In some respects it is the
most extraordinary revolution which has ever
taken place among either an Asiatic or Euro-
pean people. 'Within the course of a few weeks
Turkey passed from under the most absolute
despotism to become one of the progressive
countries of the world. The young Turks
carried all with them, from the Christian races,
the Jews, and even uncivilised tribes, to many
of the Mohammedan leaders and parts of
the army, and won the sympathetic and
enthusiastic approval of every foreign nation.
The peacefulness and moderation char-
acterising the first stage of this revolution,
that of the summer of 1908, were as notable
as its suddenness and completeness. All
admit that the Young Turks at that time
showed great restraint, poise, and ability.
Many predicted a day of terrible retribution,
should those who had suffered under the old
Government ever get the reins of power into
their own hands. For a time the reactionary
movement of the spring of 1909 seemed to
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afford abundant justification for such fore-
bodings, but notwithstanding the terrible
bloodshed and cruelty which characterised
that awful ebullition of religious and racial
fanaticism in Cilicia, subsequent events have
clearly shown that the progressive forces,
which, under the leadership of the Young
Turk party, accomplished the early revolution,
are still in the ascendant, and are of such
strength and influence as to give promise
of leading the movement of progress from
strength to strength.

Although the Turkish revolution took place (i) Social
so recently, the changes which it has accom- P8
plished seem almost incredible. The auto-
cracy has been done away with, a constitu-
tional government has been established, the
once forbidden words, ‘ Liberty, equality,
fraternity, justice,” the proclaiming of which
a few years ago would have sent a man into
banishment or to death, are now freely spoken.
The system of spies, in connection with which
there were said to have been over forty
thousand in Constantinople alone, has been
abolished. The galling restrictions of the
censorship have been removed, and the freest
agitation of political questions is permitted in
the press and in public meetings.

Interesting educational changes are also
B
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taking place. Under the old régime know-
ledge was dangerous and men hid it. Now it is
coming to light. Meetings for the discussion of
all sorts of questions, political and otherwise,
are held in mosques and churches, in halls
and public squares. The number of periodicals
has already been greatly multiplied. It is
said that over two hundred new papers have
been started in Constantinople alone. The
changes are affecting powerfully the social life.
There could be no better indication of this than
the changing posttion of women. The general
ignorance and social degradation of Moham-
medan women had been one of the greatest
barriers to the advance of Turkey. The new
movement carries with it the education and
emancipation of women. No one three years
ago would have dreamed of Turkish women
attending public meetings, which is a common
practice now.

In the case of Turkey—as of every nation
which has travelled along the road of progress
—there will come times of reaction. The
problem of popular government in Turkey is
by no means solved. Old jealousies and
rivalries will continue to assert themselves ; but
whatever reaction there is, Turkey will never go
back to where she was before July 24th, 1908.
And say what we may about the future, the
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present, at least, is a time of liberty. There
has come at last throughout the Turkish
Empire freedom to travel, to assemble, to
speak, to print, to educate. Only some great
loosening of the principles and prejudices of
the Mohammedan past could have permitted
such a transformation, even though it were to
prove but a temporary change. It is more
than doubtful whether Islam ever can supply
a moral sense of sufficient power to sustain
these new principles of liberty. The Turkish
people, too, have moved in response to the
flowing tide, and have shown that they, like
the other nations, are ready now to learn
from the Christian civilisations of the West.
What the future of the new Turkey will be
depends entirely upon how much she is taught
during this time of open-mindedness and
change.

It is not necessary to call attention to the soutn
economic, social, and educational development Africa.
of the native races of South Africa, which de-
velopment, along with the political evolution,
has advanced steadily through the past two or
three generations. Suffice it to state that in
no period has the progress been more marked,
judged by every test, than during the past half
generation. This progress is observable in
almost every part of what is known as the
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Sub-Continent, the part of Africa lying south of
the Zambesi.

The facts regarding the transformation of
Egypt during the past two or three decades
are also well known. The industrial and
educational advances which have been made
within this period have been indeed marked.
Egypt, formerly one of the worst governed
countries of modern times, has now a
Government which may be characterised as
stable, enlightened, and efficient. The trans-
formations which have taken place in the
Upper Nile portion of the Sudan within the
past five years constitute one of the most
encouraging examples of progress to be found
in any part of the non-Christian world. Good
railways and other roads have been opened up ;
modern methods of agriculture and forestry
have been introduced ; industries have been
established ; a sound financial system has
been put into operation; the country is
administered with justice; a good school
system, leading up to the efficient Gordon
College, has been created ; social evils have
been abolished, including slavery and polygamy.
No region had sunk to a lower depth, socially
and economically, and few sections of the
non-Christian world give brighter signs of
promise,
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Even in the great heart of Africa the streams Central
of modern progress are moving with increasing ;) 'c‘:"fm-
momentum. Only a generation ago, at the g;‘:,'g;g;‘,mem_
time when Stanley met Livingstone, the vast
region of Central Africa, covering a territory
of over two million square miles, was practi-
cally unknown. An examination of the map of
Africa of that time reveals a blank, with the
exception of the coast lines. In the inter-
vening years that whole region has been
explored and is now well known, and on the
new maps are traced the river systems,
mountains, lakes, cities, and towns. This
whole region is now divided among European
powers, and is coming into the light of
civilisation. Thirty years ago there were
no railways in this great territory. Now
twelve hundred miles of railway are in opera-
tion, and about one thousand miles more are
under construction. It took Stanley one
hundred and four days to make the journey
from the coast to Victoria Nyanza, whereas it
can now be made by rail mn comfort within
three days. Railways lead toward the heart
of Africa, not only from the East Coast, but
also from the West, the North, and the South.
About twenty years ago, in Uganda, the only
avenues of communication were footpaths.

Now broad roads, on which the Governor is
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able to use his motor car, intersect the country
in every direction. On the inland rivers and -
lakes, the steamer lines cover a distance of
nearly seven thousand miles. In this territory
also over five thousand miles of telegraph are
in operation. A modern postal service is
extending in every principal division of interior
Africa. Bishop Tucker has pointed out that
when he first reached Uganda they were obliged
to watt eight or nine months for a home mail,
but now there is a weekly service. In the
year 1907, the mails of British East Africa
and of the Congo alone carried three million
letters and parcels.

Educational progress is also evident. Not
a few tribes and peoples have within a
generation acquired a written language and the
beginning of a literature. Many hundreds,
if not thousands, of schools under government
and missionary auspices, may now be found
throughout this expanse, where at the time
of Livingstone’s journeys there were none.
In Uganda alone there are in these schools
over thirty thousand boys and girls. There
are also large sales of school-books and
Christian literature in the vernaculars. With
the exception of the Congo Free State, with
its terrible abuses, and parts of French Africa,
in which an unprogressive policy is main-
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tained, the advancement of interior Africa
has been of such extent and character as
to constitute a ground for great hopefulness
for the future. It reveals the larger part of
a vast continent in the beginnings of trans-
formation from ignorance, barbarism, and
superstition, into the light of modern civilisa-
tion, and as time advances, the transformation
will become more and more complete. Owing
to the more simple character of the primitive
African peoples, this continent is in many
respects the most plastic part of the world, and
will be the most readily susceptible to what-
ever influences are brought to bear upon it.
Out of these remarkable movements one National

feature emerges, so noticeable and important Spisit
as to merit special consideration. At first,
these changes which are taking place were
largely involuntary, and, in many cases, were
forced upon unwilling peoples, but now they
are becoming part of a definite policy of
national aggrandisement. Since the war be-
tween Japan and Russia, in all parts of the
non-Christian world, but especially in Asia,
this national spirit has been growing, and,
assoctated with it, a spirit of racial pride and
antagonism. In almost every place it is the
expression of the growing self-consciousness
of the people. They are learning to be proud
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of their past. They believe they have resources
and ability to make their own contribution to
the life of the world. They wish to preserve
their individuality and independence and to
be true to their own national and racial
characteristics. They are beginning to feel
that they have a right to stand alongside
of the great nations of the West, not as
inferiors but as equals. Accaerdingly they
resent all foreign domination and are sensitive
as to the influence of all things foreign. They
wish to be allowed to work out their own
destiny, and are forming high conceptions of
what that destiny is. They are becoming
more and more ambitious and confident in
their own powers and ability, no longer willing
to move quietly on, but determined to succeed
and become great and independent nations.
There are many illustrations of the growth
of this spirit of nationalism in the non-Christian
world. We have seen how it has manifested
itself in emancipating Japan by sheer force of
merit from an extra-territorial position among
nations, and finally in making her the dominant
power in the East. In China there is another
marked example of growing consciousness
of nationality, and of a desire to acquire
national independence and power. We find
this spirit exhibiting itself in various ways.
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One of the Viceroys has prepared a book on
patriotism which has been circulated by the
hundreds of thousands of copies, more than
any other book save the Scriptures. Many
articles bearing on the subject of nationalism
are appearing in Chinese periodicals. There
are frequent references to ““ Our country ™
in the newspapers and in speeches. The use of
the Chinese flag on modern school buildings,
and the singing of patriotic songs in the schools,
are other illustrations. Societies have been
formed to debate political questions, especially
the relation of China to other nations. The
boycott against American and other foreign
goods, the creation of a modern army, now
numbering over two hundred thousand, and
the recent riots in the Province of Hunan, are
also eloquent facts pointing unmistakably to
the expansion of this national spirit.

Not less significant is the attitude to Chris-
tianity adopted by some of the leading Chinese
reformers who have been imperfectly in-
structed. The awakening of a national spirit
in China tends to close minds and hearts
against everything connected with the foreign
teacher. Without doubt the officials are
indirectly doing much to prevent the people
from accepting Christianity. Apparently they
cannot free their minds from the conviction

B*
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that the missionary movement is after all
only another form of political activity. They
have had experience in the past with certain
forms of Christianity which abundantly explains
the strength of their conviction. It is not
strange, therefore, that it is openly announced
in Chinese newspapers that the programme of
the New China must be to recover China’s
sovereign rights and to extinguish the Church.
Cliina fears any teaching or movement which
centres abroad. Thus the Mohammedan rebel-
lion in West China, encouraged from Turkey and
Arabia, made her fear Islam. Her sentiment
is not more against Christianity than against
railways and mines worked or superintended
by -foreigners. In fact, she is more keen to
redeem her railways and mines than to expel
Christians. The spirit of restiveness under
dominant foreign influence manifests itself,
further, not only in the political and com-
mercial relations of China, but also inside the
Chinese Christian Church itself. At con-
ferencesin three of the principal cities, attended
by the leading Chinese pastors and Christian
teachers, one of the chief reasons given by
them to explain why more of the ablest
Christian students do not enter the ministry,
was the strong feeling of dissatisfaction with
the subordinate position held by native pastors.
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" In India also the national spirit is grow- India:
P Swadeshi

ing. The Swadeshi (i.e. our own country) movement.
Movement which has developed to such an
extent in recent years is a direct outcome
or exhibition of nationalism. On the indus-
trial side, it has led to the formation of
Swadeshi commercial companies, Swadeshi
factories and mills, Swadeshi steamship lines
and Swadeshi banks. All of these are organ-
ised, financed and directed by the Indians
themselves, and have been managed with
commendable efficiency. They are usually
conducted along modern lines, and represent
a serious effort on the part of the Indian people
to improve their industrial position, to increase
their industrial efficiency, and to make their
country industrially and commercially in-
dependent. An illustration of the progressive
character of this development is the fact that
an Indian society has been formed in con- -
nection with which scores of promising Indian
young men have been sent to various European
countries, as well as to America and Japan, to
master certain trades and industrial processes,
in order that they may on their return lead
their countrymen out into a more effective
and productive economic life.

Many Indian reviews and other periodicals
have been started within recent years to pro-

-
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mote the development of the Indian national
or patriotic spirit, and some of them are
edited with ability and exert a wide influence.
Even the Indian papers which are most loyal
to the Government are devoted more than
ever to the discussion of such questions. An
immense amount of literature is being pub-
lished in & very cheap form, both in the
vernacular and in English, treating the social,
industrial, and political aspects of national-
ism, and this literature is being circulated
broadcast in all parts of India. The Indian
National Congress, as heretofore, devotes
itself largely to the discussion of the political
phases of the national movement, and within
the past few years an increasing number of
provincial and district conferences have been
held for the purpose of discussing and agitating
similar questions. The recent acts of violence,
- ‘although limited to a very small section of
Indian society, may be regarded as unfortu-
nate exhibitions of the same national spirit.
Among the masses there is a growing feeling
that they should be treated with more con-
sideration and justice by Europeans. It has
shown itself, as it did not even ten years ago,
in bitter complaints concerning any unjust
treatment in railway trains, on steamships,
and also on plantations and in offices. Even
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in the Christian Church this independence and
rebellion against unequal treatment are mani-
fested. There is a keen feeling of dissatis-
faction with reference to the government of

the churches, and the Indians are demanding

that they should have a more responsible part.

So much do they resent their present sub-
ordination that the feeling has often become
anti-missionary, Rather than be subject to a
foreigner, they are sometimes content to be
altogether without his help.

Africa as well as Asia affords illustrations of Africa.

a growing national and racial patriotism.
Nationalism in Egypt is in most respects a
pro-Moslem Movement, and therefore intensi-

fies the dislike of the Egyptian toward the
foreigner and the Christian. It tends to fan

the flames of fanaticism, both in the cities

and in the provinces, and this makes it much
more dangerous than it is in other parts of the
world. In South Africa the movement may Ethiopian
be characterised as racial rather than national, ™°7e™et
Among the native Christians it manifested
itself in a special way, known as the Ethiopian
Movement. This was an effort to establish

an African Church independent of the control

or supervision of foreign missionaries, and it
attracted to itself some of the loyal and genuine
Christians, as well as those who were disaffected



36  The Non-Christian Nations

and unworthy. It served to undermine the
former trust of the coloured people in their
white missionaries, and eventually, through
becoming entangled in politics, resulted in such
dangerous tendencies as to call forth repressive
governmental measures. As a result of the
lax practice with regard to baptism and the
want of searching church discipline, the move-
ment has declined in spiritual power, and no
longer wields its former influence. Owing to
various causes there has been a growing
antagonism between the white and the black
races in South Africa, outside as well as within
the Church. New racial hopes have been
stimulated in the hearts of the people of
South Africa even by so remote a cause as the
victories of the Japanese; and besides this,
some of the regulations and disciplinary meas-
ures employed by different Colonial Govern-
ments have served to drive the coloured people
definitely into the arms of the Mohammedans,
and have brought about a fraternisation in-
volving political, as well as religious, danger.
The war in German South-West Africa has
also embittered the feelings of the Cape
coloured-people against everything European,
while the antagonism of race and colour has been
rendered more serious by the recent decisions
in regard to the South African Union, inas-
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much as the new Constitution withdraws from
the coloured people certain rights hitherto
tacitly conceded to them, and because the
Union Parliament has the power to deprive
the coloured people of further privileges.
This retrogressive action has stirred the
feelings of the half-castes to the depths,
and has kindled a fire which cannot easily
be extinguished.

It is difficult to specify the causes of these Causes.
great upheavals. The leaven of Western civil-
isation has for many years been slowly penetrat-
ing into the Asiatic consciousness, and what is
now coming to light is largely the result of
this process, It has been greatly accelerated,
however, by the growing commercial inter-
course of to-day, the streams of travel between
East and West, and the immigrations of
students. We cannot exaggerate, for example,
the influence upon China of the return of
Chinese students from Tokyo and the West,
with their minds full of Western science and
methods, but their hearts burning because of
what they have learned of the opium war
with England, and of what they regard as the
unjust exclusion acts of America, Canada and
Australia, of the seizing of their territory by
Russia, Germany, France and Japan, and of the
building in their own capital city of legations
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which are like fortresses, stocked with muni-
tions of war and manned with foreign troops.
The ascendency of the West, so bitter to the
Asiatic, has emphasised the value of a new and
better conception of nationality. The pro-
gress, victory, and power of the Empire of the
Rising Sun have become known and have been
discussed in the marts of China, the bazaars
of India, the press of Persia and Turkey, and
even in the caravansaries of Arabia and Africa,
and have powerfully stimulated national hopes
and ambitions, and led to great changes in
national outlook and practice. As a writer
in The Spectator has pointed out, *“ By some
inscrutable means of temperamental com-
munication, the aspirations of one country are
quickly adopted by another, however different
in intellectual and political equipment they
may be.”” Even so Japan’s ambitions and
successes have kindled like aspirations in other
lands, and have led to all this restless move-
ment and this conscious copying of the West,
But a far more potent cause has been the
sense of the value of the individual and the
desire for genuine liberty and progress, which
have been awakened and developed in men
through the knowledge of the Christian
Scriptures, through the proclamation of the
mission of Christ to man, and through the



Plastic and Changing 39

Christ-leavened institutions, ideals, and prac-
tices of the West. It is this discovery of
the worth and rights of the individual man
that has made possible, for example, the
ignoring of caste by such numbers of the
educated classes in India, and it is this which
alone has caused the movement among the
native races in Africa. In many lands the
Christian missionary has been the pioneer of
all the subsequent development, and wherever
Christ has come, He has led men to look up to
new ideals and to set new values on things.
This of itself goes far to explain the origin of
the whole movement. The Chinese, the Indian,
and the African are seeking to shape their
nations to achieve great destinies, because
they are learning from the West the lesson
which Christ taught it, the dignity and
inherent greatness of every human life, and
are realising thereby what they can become.
Without doubt, as in Korea, so in many another
land, Christianity has furnished the principal
transforming influence and power.

What is to be the future of these nations ?
This question forces itself upon us as we
survey the facts. In every part of the non-
Christian world the time is a time of transition.
The nations are passing from the old to the
new, and everywhere they are looking to the

Significance.
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West for guidance. What guidance are they
toreceive ? The Chinese are anxious to secure
all the material advantages of Western civilisa-
tion, while ignoring its underlying principles
and inspiration. Japan has adopted Western
methods in everything that will increase her
material power. Is this all that India and
Turkey and all these other lands are to find
when they look towards the West ? They are
examining us to see what has made us rich
and powerful, and there is a grave danger that
they may form wrong judgments. Religion is
the most fundamental thing in our civilisation,
but there is an undoubted danger that these
peoples may not recognise this truth to-day.
They have been taking much from us. If
we do not give them our religion, have we given
them of our best ? If they adopt our civilisa-
tion without our religion, what moral disasters
may not result ? Have not we, therefore, as a
Christian people a special responsibility at such
a time as this ?

The responsibilityis increased by thefact that
these peoples will not always remain open to
new influences. These words of Bishop Lefroy
of Lahore are doubtless applicable not only to
India, but also to practically all of the other
non-Christian lands which have been con-
sidered: “Of this we may be certain, that



Plastic and Changing 41

unless at the present time, while almost every-
thing is in solution, and the direction largely
undetermined, Christianity really enters in as a
potent factor, able in greater or less degree to
exercise that commanding influence which is
hers by right, if only she is given a chance;
and if the new life of India is allowed to set
and take shape and form, independently of her
influence, then for generations to come the
door to advance will be fast-barred to a degree
of which we have hitherto had no experience
whatever.,” The need of a strong religious
basis for public and individual life is so urgent,
that, unless it is met in a satisfactory way
by the Christian Church, the great majority
of the one million or more educated Indians
will inevitably drift into some form or other
of Hindu pantheism or rationalistic theism,
which will then constitute the most serious
obstacle in the way of the spread of Chris-
tianity. Moreover, now is the opportunity
in China to impress upon the officials
and the people of that land, that it is
only righteousness and integrity of character
that can make a nation permanently great,
and that these are the direct products of the
Christian Gospel. The last thing about the
Chinese is vacillation. If a race with their
traits determines on a certain attitude toward
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religion, the danger is that they may not
change again for generations. We have to face
the certainty that, in a comparatively short
space of time, this stage of transition will have
passed. The present plastic condition of the
nations will have given place to a condition of
rigidity, and the influences which might be so
effective if brought to bear now, will then be
exerted in vain.

The development and spread of the spirit of
national and racial patriotism is, however, the
most significant fact of all. It is not an evil
thing. It cannot and should not be checked.
Christ never, by teaching or example, resisted
or withstood the spirit of true nationalism.
Wherever His principles, including those per- -
taining to the supreme claims of His Kingdom
on earth, have had largest right-of-way, they
have served to strengthen national spirit and
not to weaken it. But it is a matter of pro-
found concern to the Western world. Who can
measure what it will mean for mankind whennot
only Japan but also China with her unlimited
resources, and India with her three hundred
millions, take their place among the great
modern civilised powers ¢ The influence which
they will exert upon the life and thought of the
world must be enormous, whatever its nature ;
whether it will be Christian or not depends
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largely on the direction given to it to-day. Is
it not the duty of the Church to bring pure
Christianity to bear at once, in order to help to
educate, purify, unify, guide, and strengthen
the national spirit ? The possibilities are great
if the Christian Church will identify itself
freely and largely with all these noble national
aspirations. If Christianity will show that
it has a message not merely for individuals,
but for society and for the nation as a whole,
that it can adapt itself to the people whom it
seeks to save, and that it does not deem it
essential, even desirable, that the ordered life
of the Christian community in Asia and Africa
should follow in every respect the lines of
European and American Christianity, it may
attract instead of repelling these rising nations.
Then their newly found life, when ruled by
Christ, instead of being a menace, will be a
source of strength to their own nations and to
the Christian faith.



CHAPTER I

CRITICAL TENDENCIES AND INFLUENCES IN THE
NON-CHRISTIAN WORLD

Tae changes and transformations that are in
progress in these non-Chuistian nations are not
confined to the political, social, and com-
mercial spheres, but are affecting the religious
also, and that in two quite opposite directions.
On the one hand, by the removing of old
prejudices, the way is unmistakably being
prepared for the acceptance of Christianity
by large masses of the people in many lands,
and in this aspect all that is happening is full
of hope. These movements towards Chris-
tianity,and the opportunity presented by them,
will be considered in the next chapter, but here
it may be wise to make a survey of the special
difficulties in the present situation which
Christianity has to meet. We turn, there-
fore, in this chapter to observe that there
are certain tendencies, movements, and In-
fluences manifesting themselves in various
parts, which are not only tending to close
these nations against Christianity, but are
44
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placing in danger their moral and religious
future.

Prominent among these are the corrupt- Influence of
ing influences associated with Western civil- gﬁf:;ﬁnon
isation which are permeating many parts
of the non-Christian world. Just as the
development of improved means of com-
munication has greatly facilitated the pro-
pagation of the Gospel and the sending forth
of the pure and hopeful influences of Western
civilisation, so the drawing together of the
nations and races, as a result of these improve-
ments, has made possible the more rapid spread
of influences antagonistic to the extension of
Christ’s Kingdom. They have familiarised
a vast and increasing number of non-Christian
peoples with the worst practices of Western
life. In every port, as well as in many (a) Traders.
interior cities of non-Christian nations, one
finds concentrated the evil influences of the
West. Scattered throughout Africa and the
Pacific Islands, not to mention other sections
of the World, are thousands of Western traders,
large numbers of whom are exerting a demoral-
ising influence. It is most unfortunate that
the European settlers who are travelling inland
in the various colonies and protectorates, as
well as the agents of the various trading
companies, though belonging to nominally
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Christian nations, are far too often men who,
in their characters and lives, misrepresent
Christianity.

The multiplying of points of contact with
the West, through the expansion of its com-
mercial and industrial system, has introduced
among non-Christian peoples new temptations,
and has added intensity and virulence to old
temptations. With the influx of European
civilisation into Africa and the East Indies,
there seems to have come a flood of perni-
cious influences of vice and of disease. It
is commented upon by many observers that,
whenever an Eastern and a Western nation
impinge upon each other, the contact in some
mysterious way tends to bring out the worst
thereisin each. The vices of Western life seem
to work with added deadliness among men
of the more simple civilisations, such as those
found in Africa, in Oceania, and in parts of
Asia, - It is a great misfortune that com-
mercial enterprise, without pure Christianity,
communicates to the people an added harden-
ing of heart, a materialising of life, and a new
immorality.

It is a further unfortunate, but inevitable
fact, that as a rule the masses of non-Christian
people, and even many of their leaders, do not
discriminate between the genuine Christians
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" who come from Western countries, such as mis-
sionaries and sincere and worthy Christian lay-
men in commerical and Government pursuits,
and the vicious representatives of the West
who go among them. It is not strange, there-
fore, that the following challenge is a typical
expression of the opinion of a great multitude
of Asiatics and Africans: “ You come to us
with your religion. You degrade our people
with drink. You scorn our religion, in many
points like your own, and then you wonder
why Christianity makes such slow progress
among us. I will tell you. It is because you
are not like your Christ.” o '

The great instance of this debasing influence
is the increase in the liquor traffic, which is
traceable directly to the West. It would be
difficult to mention a part of the non-Christian
world where the liquor traffic is not increas-
ing, but its most fearful ravages are to be
found in the ports and hinterland of Africa.
Special public attention has recently been
called to this subject as a result of the dis-
cussion evoked by the Report of the Govern-
ment Committee regarding the liquor traffic
in Southern Nigeria. In the year 1908, over
three million gallons of spirits were imported
into Southern Nigeria, valued at about one-
fourth of the value of the total inward trade of

(b) Liquor
Traffic,
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that colony. It is significant that liquor is
often used for currency. Drunkenness is very
prevalent in different parts of the colony,
especially in those most exposed to European
influence. Not only the men, but also the
women and the children are addicted to it, and
it is said that in many places the women drink
possibly more than the men. Bishop Johnson,
himself an African, recently told of visiting
a school of seventy-five children between the
ages of eight and sixteen, where on inquiry he
found that only fifteen of them had not been
drinking gin., The desire for drink has become
so dominating that cases are not infrequent of
parents pawning their children to get money
to spend on liquor. Bishop Oluwole gave
testimony before the Government Committee
of Inquiry, in 1909, to having seen a girl
pawned for £7, 10s. One of the most striking
indications of the spread of the Liquor traffic
is the fact that even Mohammedans have
become addicted to intemperance. Facts
similar to these about Nigeria could be given
with reference to many of the other colonies
and protectorates of Africa. Among the
Pacific Islands too, while the situation has
improved in some of them, there are other
groups where the liquor traffic is exerting as
deadly an influence as in any part of Africa.
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One of the most damaging and serious facts
of all, is that, for purposes of revenue, this
traffic is often directly promoted by Colonial
Governments, and in other cases is conducted
with their connivance or tacit approval.

The most flagrant example of a so-called {c) The
Christian Government using its power and Congo.

machinery directly to defraud, to oppress,
and to degrade native races, because of greed,
1s that of Belgium in its relation to the Congo.
On the unimpeachable testimony of foreign mis-
sionaries and travellers, and even of members
of the Commission appointed by the Belgian
Government to investigate conditions, there
is still in operation in the Belgian Congo a
system of organised oppression and plunder,
in order to increase the output of rubber and
other products for the benefit of a commercial
company, which is only a covering name for
the Belgian State. The land of the people has
been largely taken in violation of communal
and tribal rights. The people have been
reduced to misery. For the profit of the State
they have been and still are forced to gather
the products of the land thus taken from
them, and the pay granted is miserably poor.
No refusal is allowed, and the most diabolical
methods have been employed by the sub-
ordinate agents of the State to enforce obedi-
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ence. Homes are broken up as a result of
members being forcibly taken away and com-
pelled to go into the forests to gather rubber.
Father Yermeerseh sums up the condition of
great numbers of the inhabitants in the words, .
“immeasurable misery.” Without doubt,
under the old régime which obtained at the
time of Stanley’s last visit, before the European
influence became dominant, the tribes weré
infinitely happier and more prosperous than
at the present time.

These degrading influences constitute a
deadly gift from the modern civilisation of the
West, but it is still worse to have to recognise
that some of them are carried to the East
also by numbers of its own sons. The increas-
ing number of travellers from non-Christian
nations, especially the wonderful migration of
Oriental students to Europe and America,
has, in countless cases, resulted in exposing
these more enterprising representatives of the
non-Christian world to the materialistic, anti-
Christian, and demoralising sides of the life
of the Western nations. On their return, some
of them, as teachers, editors, and Government
officials, constitute a great barrier to the spread
of the Gospel. This has been notably true of
many Chinese and Korean students on their
return from Japan. In Japan old ideals have
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been co;nplet’ely destroyed under the influence
of the West, and no adequate new ideal has
been generally adopted. As a consequence
the moral tone is low, and many of those who
go to Japan to study, fall victims to the pre-
vailing looseness, and carry back this atti-
tude to their native land. Moreover, there is
a danger that the thousands of Japanese
teachers who are going into Korea, Manchuria,
and China will be apostles of materialism,
instead of being helpful in influencing the
people in favour of higher things. In addition
to what is being forced upon China by the
West, there is this menace to her highest
welfare at her very doors.

Attention should also be called to the effects (e) Influence
resulting from the spread of infidel and w2
rationalistic ideas and materialistic views, literature.
From many parts of the non-Christian world
have come reports telling of the wide dis-
semination of agnostic, atheistic, materialistic
and socialistic(of a destructive character)litera-
ture, traceable to Western sources. The stream
of this influence is flowing over China to-day,
both directly from the West and also by way
of Japan. The writings of Haeckel, Huxley,
and Spencer, and the anti-theistic and anti-
Christian articles, both original and translated
from European magazines, are widely circulated,
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not only in India and Japan, but also in such
newlyawakened countries as Turkey and China.
The periodicals of the non-Christian religions
are active and aggressive in publishing papers
showing supposed mistakes in the Bible and
the conclusions of destructive criticism. In-
gersoll and Bradlaugh are extensively quoted
in tracts against the Christian faith, and the
most bitter and absurd arguments against
Christianity in which these men ever indulged,
have been translated into the vernaculars of
India, and have been disseminated even
among the villages. Agnostic literature has
been systematlcally introduced among stu-
dents and in the public libraries. Indecent
French literature has been widely circulated,
especially in the Far East and Near East. All
this is having its effect in unsettling men’s
minds, and in making them hostile to the re-
ception of Christianity.

The unsettling process has been greatly
quickened and emphasised by the spread of
modern secular education. In the two most
advanced non-Christian nations, Japan and
India, there are to-day great Government
systems of education, including hundreds of
thousands of pupils and students. China and
Korea are rapidly establishing similar systems,
and that of China alone will soon number its
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pupils and students by the million. With
the exception of those of the mission schools
and colleges of India which are aided by
Government, these systems are throughout
pronouncedly secular. The Governments
of Turkey, Persia, Egypt and other non-
Christian countries are also rapidly developing
secular educational institutions, and from
these Christian teaching is excluded as a
matter of course.

In Japan the Government system of In Japan.
education, which embraces nearly all of the
educational work of the country, has under-
mined belief in the old faiths, and, as a result,
the rising generation is almost without religion.
The educated portion of the population is
thus largely materialistic and agnostic. The
system of moral instruction in the Government
schools tends, on the one hand, to ignore or even
to create contempt for religion, or, on the other
hand, to regard nationalism as a substitute
for religion. Few of the Government school
educators have any use for religion. Hence
a process is going on which will make it
increasingly difficult for the Gospel to
find entrance to the minds of the educated-
Japanese. The text-books in these modern
institutions are indifferent, if not actually
hostile, to religion. The men educated in
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the Government schools under non-Chris-
tian or hostile influence thus drift into agnos-
ticism and materialism, and become a great
menace to the Church.

In Korea, the activity of the Japanese
Government in establishing schools all through
the land, and the hunger of the Korean people
after any kind of knowledge, will result soon in
the education, to an extent hitherto unknown,
of large numbers of young men. It is feared
that they will become a menace rather than a
blessing to the nation, because the education
which they are receiving through the Govern-
ment institutions is planting rationalistic ideas
in the minds of the hitherto simple-minded
people. This may make it more difficult for
them to adopt a new religion.

In China the enormous spread of Govern-
ment education, usually anti-Christian, is
rapidly producing a class of intelligent ob-
jectors to the Gospel. Until recently most of
those opposed to religion were ignorant, and
it was comparatively easy to meet their
questions. But now ““ Science without Chris-
tianity ” is the watchword of many students.
The aspiration for new learning seems to be
fixing the minds of the Chinese upon the
materialistic aspects of our modern civilisation.
They accept quickly the agnostic explanations
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of the universe, and are apt to receive the im-
pression that religion is not necessary to the life
of a nation. As they are by nature an emi-
nently practical people, they will give up their
old superstitions when, through the study of
science, they see the folly of them, and, unless
influenced by Christianity, they will be apt to
put nothing in their place.

The Anglo-Indian system of education in In India,
India has afforded a degree of Western culture
to several hundreds of thousands of Indian
students. In its higher grades each year its
influence is being brought to bear upon scores
of thousands. The members of this educated
class will affect profoundly the future of India,
since they form the connecting link between
the British rulers and the mass of the Indian
population, and from their ranks come a
disproportionate number of the great army
of officials and leaders of popular modern
thought. They are exposed, and in most cases
fall victim to those agnostic, materialistic,
and anti-Christian influences, which come
from the West.

A recent writer in the Church Missionary
Review thus emphasises the peril associated
with the modern education now being afforded
Indian youth. ““ We look abroad and see
what is the condition of those nations where

c
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religion and education are wholly dissociated,
and mark the results. As Herbert Spencer
has said, ‘The growth of intellectualisation
in advance of moralisation has done enormous
mischief.” I am one of those who believe that
most of the unrest and discontent in India
arises from the faults of our purely secular
educational system. For, be it remembered,
while there is no religious or moral teaching at
the Government school, there is none in the
home either.,” Pandita Ramabai lays equal
emphasis on the same point when she says:
“ The majority of the higher classes are getting
Western secular education, which 1s under-
mining their faith in their ancestral religion.
They are not getting anything better to take
the place of the old religion in their hearts,
and are, therefore, without God, without
hope, without Christ, going down socially
and morally, and becoming very irreligious.”

In all these countries, therefore, the spread
of secular education, with all the good that it
is doing, has an aspect that is dangerous.
Being devoid of all religious character, it
inevitably gives the false impression that
religion is not a necessary part of life, and
when men find that the old religions cannot
stand the light of criticism, they naturally are
content to have no religion at all. This is
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what is happening in many cases to-day, and
the danger is that this indifference may, in the
course of a few years, become such that it will
almost be impossible to break it down.

Even as regards the many who are being Revivais
driven by their new learning, not to close their gionan
minds against religion, but only to search Religions.
earnestly for a religion more adequate than
the old, there is a disquieting element in the
present situation. The transition to Chris-
tianity is not so natural now as it was
formerly. The non-Christian religions are
recognising their own inadequacy, and are
accordingly attempting to adapt themselves
to the new conditions, and are manifesting
increased activity, enterprise, and aggres-
siveness.  Efforts are being put forth to
regain and strengthen their influence over
classes which have been slipping from their
grasp, and to extend their sway over peoples
who have hitherto not been reached by them.

These efforts are, unfortunately, succeeding to a
great degree, and many of those who were open
toChristianity are being thus kept awayfromit.

The revival of Buddhism is particularly Buddhism.
noticeable in Japan, Burma, and Ceylon.
Temples and shrines have been renovated in
some districts, and the priests are manifest-
ing greater activity., Most interesting is the
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semi-Christian modification of the methods
and practices and, to some extent, the ideas
of Buddhism. There are regular preaching-
places where Buddhist preachers now expound
their doctrines. The number of Buddhist
schools and colleges is multiplying, especially
in Ceylon and Burma. A large Buddhist
college has been planned for Tokyo. Young
Men’s Buddhist Associations, Young Women’s
Buddhist Associations, and Buddhist Guilds
have sprung up here and there. Special work
has been inaugurated on behalf of children,
such as Sunday-schools, catechism classes,
and religious instruction in day - schools.
Some Buddhist orphanages have been estab-
lished to prevent destitute children from seek-
ing admission into Christian institutions. The
press is also being largely used. Manuals of
instruction, tracts, pamphlets, and books are
being used in large numbers. Better train-
ing is being afforded the priests, especially in
Japan. A large Buddhist theological school
has been established in Kyoto, and young men
are flocking there from all quarters. The most
energetic workers, as well as the most generous
givers, are the laymen. The most notable
fact, however, is that Buddhism is seeking
not only to defend itself, but also to take
the offensive or aggressive attitude. The
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Japanese Buddhists have organised a mis-
sionary society and have sent workers even to
the mainland of Asia. In Burma the Bud-
dhists are being reinforced by many converts
from among the hill tribes. Itisreported also
that among the adherents of Buddhism in
Ceylon and Burma are several Europeans.
A general Buddhist society in Rangoon is
raising funds for the translation of the Pali
Buddhist scriptures into English, for spreading
Buddhism in London, and for bringing out
from England a number of Englishmen to
enter the Buddhist priesthood. The southern
part of the island of Ceylon is Buddhist, and
while Buddhism there, until about the year
1880, was comparatively inert, it has since then
been largely resuscitated. Its leaders carry
on an aggressive propaganda. They imitate
Christian phraseology, speaking, for example,
of “ our Lord and Saviour Buddha,” and they
also observe Buddha’s birthday. Yet, in spite
of all the activity, and the introduction of new
and important methods, and the development of
the spirit of propagandism, there is apparently
little serious effort made to purify Buddhism
of its corruptions. Rather they are condoned
- and explained away. The movement is,
moreover, decidedly more hostile to Chris-
tianity than it has been in the past, repre-
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senting it as alien and Buddhism as national.
This attempt to identify Buddhism with pat-
riotism, and to urge upon people that loyalty
to the country implies loyalty to this religion,
is undoubtedly one of the most serious and
significant aspects of the Buddhist revival.

Attention should be called to many new
sects which are springing up in Japan and
China. In Japan in recent years a new
religion called Tenrikyo has come into vogue.
It is neither avowedly Buddhist nor appa-
rently idolatrous. There seems to be some-
thing. attractive about it to the common
people, for it is claimed that it already has
between three and four millions of adherents.
It has grown so rapidly that lately official
recognition has been accorded to it by the
Government. The growth of these sects is a
sign of the unrest among the people and of
their religious longings.

In China there is a very resolute effort being
made by many of the most influential men to
exalt Confucianism, with its excellent ethical
system, above Christianity, which is belittled
as a foreign religion. A comparatively recent
edict raised Confucius to the rank of deity.
Hitherto the worship of Confucius has been
regarded as paying respect to the teacher par
excellence—the Sage of China, but he is now
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exalted to equal rank with Heaven, possibly
in order to give him a place corresponding to
that of Jesus Christ in the worship of the West.
This is significant, not as indicative of an
increasing influence exerted by Confucius, but
rather of a desire to comserve the influence
manifestly waning as modern learning discloses
his superstitions and ignorance of funda-
mental facts. According to Imperial edict,
divine honours are to be offered to him by
officials and by Government students. With-
out this adoration of Confucius young men
are not permitted to study in schools recognised
by the Government, and are excluded from
holding Government offices. Those working
on behalf of the educated classes find that the
principal obstacle is this obligatory adoration
of Confucius, together with the disabilities
suffered by those who do not comply with the
requirement. In a country like China exclusion
from the official classes is regarded as a very
serious matter, and until this obstacle is
removed, missionary effort on behalf of the
educated classes will be carried on under a
serious handicap. A highly educated Chinese
has recently translated an Anglicised Confucius
in a manner which is attracting students and
scholars. The Government schools are also
actively promoting the study and observance
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of the teachings of Confucius. The Rev.
G. H. Bondfield writes: * Without question
attempts will be made to reconstruct Chinese
thought on the basis of Confucian teaching,
with a little Western science and religion
thrown in.”

Hinduism is manifesting increased antagon-
ism to Christianity. In different parts of India
there is a revival of orthodox Hinduism, as
contrasted with the Neo-Hindu propaganda.
This doubtless means more opposition, and yet
it indicates, too, that the people are getting
alarmed, and testifies to the progress which
Hindus see that Christianity is making. In
this light the revival of Hinduism is inevit-
able and desirable. It will in the end only
hasten the progress of Christianity, as did the
revival of Paganism in the Roman Empire.
Wherever there is strong opposition it is a sign
that the minds of the people are occupied
with the subject, and this enlarges the oppor-
tunity for Christian work. The Hindus, like
the Buddhists, have been quick to learn
Christian methods of religious propaganda,
and they are meeting the Christian methods
by imitating them in the interests of their
own faith. They send out street preachers
who give themselves largely to opposing
Christianity, rather than to promulgating
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Hindu doctrines. They have a tract society,
and issue many publications. They have
Young Men’s Hindu Associations, and various
other organisations formed after the pattern
of Christian activities. 'That they have be-
come alarmed by the inroads of Christianity
is seen from the following extract, taken from
a pamphlet issued by the Hindu Tract Society
and designed to arouse Hindus to sharper
opposition: “Do you not know that the
number of the Christians is increasing and the
number of Hindu religionists decreasing every
day ? How long will water remain in a reser-
voir which continually lets out but receives
none in ? Let all the people join as one man
to banish Christianity from our lands.” One
of the best indications of the new spirit of the
Hindus is the aggressive efforts which they are
putting forth to influence the out-castes. They
are trying to raise the downtrodden classes, and
to give to them a certain definite standing in
the Hindu community. Among the Nama-
- sudras, a tribe in Eastern Bengal two million -
strong, a social ferment is in progress, and the
Hindus, as well as the workers of other religions,
are hoping for large accessions from the
movement. The Santals, a large aboriginal
tribe, are also in a state of transition, and
are especially influenced by the Hindus. It

C*
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is said that they are adopting the worst sides
of the Hindu life and religion. The lower
form of Hinduism, with the worship of Durga,
Kali, and Siva, with its sensuality and dis-
honesty, is creeping in. The Hindus are also
seeking to influence the aboriginal tribes in
the hill districts, and there is danger that the
Sikhs may relapse into Hinduism. It is a
further interesting and striking fact, that even
as far away as the Fiji Islands, the Hindus who
are working on the plantations are bringing
an assimilating influence to bear upon the
aboriginal inhabitants.

The ferment which Christianity has created
among the educated classes of India is ap-
parent even on the surface, but one of the most
marked tendencies may be discerned in those
schools of Neo-Hinduism which have developed
during the past few decades. The most
important of these are the Arya Somaj, chiefly
in the Punjab and the United Provinces;
the Brahmo Somaj, in Bengal; the Theo-
sophists, principally in Southern India; and -
the Radha Swamis, in Northern India. They
differ in many respects, but they are alike in the
respect that they have all been influenced by
Christianity, and have adopted Christian ex-
pressions and methods, and that they all
magnify certain points of Hinduism. Chief
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among these movements in point of activity
and influence is the Arya Somaj. While its
leaders may condemn the practices of Hindu-
ism, and may adopt many of the principles and
teachings and methods of Christianity, they
still remain within the pale of Hinduism and
earnestly oppose the Christian movement.
They have grown rapidly. They have schools
and colleges, missionaries and societies. They
advocate the education of women, reject
idolatry, and seek to reduce the number of
castes. Though remorseless in their antagon-
ism to Christianity, they mark a distinct
advance upon popular Hinduism, and, in the
judgment of many missionaries, are preparing
the way of the Lord. Mr Holland, the warden
of the Oxford and Cambridge Hostel at Allaha-
bad, expresses this well : *“ The ideas which the
Arya Somaj raises without abihty to satisfy
them, and the manifest contradictions of its
system, mean a not remote collapse into the
arm of Christianity.”

The Rev. Herbert Anderson, however, in
writing regarding these efforts to revive or
adapt the Indian religions, gives expression to
the opposite point of view when he says:
“ There is no greater danger to the success of
our enterprise than the desire of the leaders
of non-Christian faiths to assimilate Christian
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truth and claim Christ for their own systems—
an addition that can be made without radically
altering the creed or conduct of those who
accept Him.” These leaders are just now put-
ting forth great efforts to influence the low-
caste people. They do not really give them
any new religion, but they fill their minds
with prejudices against the foreigners, and
strive on patriotic grounds to keep the people
in subjection to Hinduism. If they succeed
in convincing these out-caste portions of the
population that they may hope for recognition
from the Hindus, the attraction of Hinduism
will be too strong for them to resist, and the
door of Christian opportunity will close.

Of all the non-Christian religions, Moham-
medanism exhibits the greatest solidarity and
the most activity and aggressiveness, and is
conducting a more widespread propaganda
at the present time than any other religion
save Christianity. In the Turkish Empire
there has recently been a recrudescence of
Moslem fanaticism. The forces that brought
about the reactionary events of the spring of
1909, and that were responsible for the Cilician
massacres, were grouped under a so-called
Mohammedan League. This league is in-
tensely antagonistic to the spread of the
Gospel among the Moslems, and under it the



Critical Tendencies and Influences 67

bigoted are becoming more bigoted. It was
intended by Abdul Hamid to intensify Moslem
fanaticism and hatred to Christians, and the
members, though now in hiding, form the
body of the old orthodox party who look
down with scorn upon all other sects. Islam
is linking itself with the atheism and deism of
Western lands, and is securing much pro-
tection and also added prestige by the support
it receives at the hands of officials from the
West who have broken with Christianity.
These men carry over to the Moslem camp
all the armoury of the deistic and atheistic -
schools.

In India, the greatest Mohammedan country, () In India.
there is a renaissance of Islam. The power of '
the Prophet is still great, and Islam is ready
to receive and seal perpetually as her own,
Hindus of low-caste who lose faith in their own
religion or seek to better their condition. The
Mosiems are pushing their propaganda, sending
out preachers and working hard to convert the
low-caste and out-caste people. In some
parts of the country large bodies of these
depressed classes and also numbers of the hill
tribes have gone over to Islam. The advance
of Islam in India is proved by the increase in
the Mohammedan population of about six
millions in the ten years preceding the last
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census. Dr Ewing of Lahore expresses the
belief that, unless the Church avails itself of the
marvellous opportunity now presented by the
tens of millions of low-caste people, within
the next ten years the bulk of those who have
not been given a status in relation to the
Hindus, will have become Mohammedan.
It is another notable feature of the Moham-
medan revival in India that efforts are being
made by Mohammedans to reform their reli-
gion. Schools and colleges have been estab-
lished, and many Mohammedans are con-

- demning the abuses which have hitherto

{c} In China,

(d) InRussia,

prevailed under Islam.

While there is no serious danger that China
will become a Moslem state, Mohammedanism
is there also manifesting fresh interest and
vigour. By correspondence the Mullahs are
kept in touch with the political and religious
movements of the world of Islam, and by the
visits of Moslem missionaries from Arabia and
elsewhere, efforts are constantly made to revive
the faith.

The Moslems of Russia are showing great
zeal. There are indications that the Pan-
Islamic movement has reached Bokhara and
Kabul, as well as Orenburg and Tiflis. Not
only is there discussion of social reform in the
Moslem press of Russia, but the Tartar paper,
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Terjuman, recently contained a proposition
calling for a Pan-Islamic Congress to discuss
the reformation of Islam.

- In the East Indies, Islam, which for a long
time was but a mere veneer, is daily becoming
a more pervasive and dominant faith. Itisad-
vancing rapidly and persistently, absorbing step

{e) In the
East Indies.

by step the existing remnants of heathenism. .

Greatly increased travel to Mecca, brought
about by better means of communication
and lower rates, is confirming Mohammed-
anism among the Malays. The returned
pilgrims become henceforth ardent defenders
and propagators of the faith. In Sumatra,
Islam is advancing into hitherto pagan terri-
tories, and unless the Church promptly does
more to meet the desire for education and
enlightenment, there is danger that the popula-
tion will more and more accept Moham-
medanism. In Java, Mohammedanism shows
new life in the establishment of a Moslem
university, and in the production of an edition
of the Koran in Javanese. The intercourse
between Java and Mecca is extremely active,
thousands of Javanese annually making the pil-
grimage. The number of teachers of the Koran
is multiplying greatly. Not less than twenty
thousand Arabs are carrying on an effective
and profitable propaganda in the East Indies as
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teachers of Islam. The inhabitants are coming
more and more under the influence of Moham-
medanism, and are thus being made less
accessible to the work of the Dutch mission-
aries. The same great movement is in process
in Celebes, New Guinea, the Philippines, and
other islands and groups of islands.

Two forces are contending for Africa—
Christianity and Mohammedanism. In many
respects the more aggressive of these is Moham-
medanism, It dominates Africa on its western
half as far south as 10° N, latitude, and on its
eastern half, as far south as 5° N.; and it is
ever pushing its conquests beyond its own
territory, not only down the East Coast, but
into the interior and to the tribes on the West
Coast. If things continue as they are now
tending, Africa may become a Mohammedan
continent. Mohammedanism comes to the
African people as a higher religion than
their own, with the dignity of an apparently
higher civilisation and of world power. It is
rapidly received by these eager listeners. Once
received, it is Christianity’s most formidable
enemy. It permits a laxity of morals, in some
cases worse than that of heathendom. It

- sanctions polygamy. It breeds pride and

arrogance, and thus hardens the heart against
the Word of God. It is spread by those who



Critical Tendencies and Influences 71

do not differ essentially from the natives in
their ideas and emotions, whereas Christianity,
until a force of native workers can be prepared,
must be spread by Europeans who differ
greatly from the natives.

The absorption of native races into Islam i8
proceeding rapidly and continuously in practi-
cally all parts of the continent. Convincing
evidence of this fact has been presented by
missionaries along the Nile, in East Central
Africa, in South-East Africa, on different parts
of the West Coast, in Northern Nigeria, in the
Sudan, in different parts of the Congo Basin,
in parts lying south of the Congo, and even
in South Africa. Mohammedan traders are
finding their way into the remotest parts of the
Continent, and it is well known that every
Mohammedan trader is more or less a
Mohammedan missionary. Wherever a Mo-
hammedan penetrates, he makes converts to
Islam. As has been said above, animistic
faiths crumble quickly before any higher
and more dogmatic religion. Paganism is
doomed. Either Christianity or Islam will
prevail throughout Africa, and Islam is push-
ing hard to win the pagan states and peoples.

This remarkable and widespread activity
in all the non-Christian religions is the direct
counterpart of the activity in the political
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sphere. It is due to the growth of the con-
viction that, if the old faiths are to hold the
place which they have hitherto held in the
allegiance of their adherents, they must bestir
themselves and adopt new methods. It is

" being freely recognised, further, that Chris-

tianity has many advantages which enable it to
meet with greater confidence and effectiveness
the influence of modern education, and an
effort is being made almost everywhere—
even within Mohammedanism—to adopt cer-
tain features of Christianity which, when

‘added to the other religions, will, it is hoped,

give to them the same power. This readiness
to alter is itself a confession of weakness, and
may well be read as a prophecy of the complete
surrender to Christian truth. All of these
religions, in spite of their bitter opposition
to Christianity, are being made to feel its
power, and the modifications which have
been introduced are a tacit recognition of
the superiority with which Christianity is
endowed.

None of the movements which we have been
considering can be contemplated by the Church
with a quiet mind, for each of them contains a
menace to Christian progress. Moreover, who
is to blame for the evil influences that go out
from our Christian lands, if it be not the
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Church. of Christ? What it has failed to
do in the past it should seek to do now.
There are still great regions and countless com-
munities to which the vices and diseases of
corrupt- civilisation have not yet spread, and
unmistakably it is the will of God that the
missionary movement be extended promptly,
and far more aggressively and widely, that
Christianity may give the people strength to
stand against the temptations that are certain
to attack them. The large plans for the ex-
tension of railway systems in different parts
of Asia and Africa accentuate the urgency of
the situation, because the advent of railways
will bring a large influx of men who will
quickly make the evil influences felt and
thereby the task of evangelisation much
more difficult. In this respect the present
is an opportunity which will soon pass away.
Every year will. bring new and powerful
counter attractions within easy reach of the
natives. It is much easier to bring the Gospel
to bear on the heathen in his natural state,
than it is upon the man who has become
familiar with the worst side of so- -called
civilisation.

Equally is it the duty of the Church to make
a supreme effort to Christianise more largely the
impact of Christendom upon the non-Christian
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world. To this end more adequate efforts are
required not only to surround the repre-
sentatives of our commerce and industries
with strong Christian influences as they go
forth to reside in distant port cities, but also to
make sure that the principles and spirit of
Jesus Christ dominate all our social, com-
mercial, political, and international relations
with the peoples and Governments of non-
Christian nations. The missionary forces
cannot win the non-Christian world for Christ,
until Christian nations and all their influences
are more thoroughly permeated with the spirit
of Christ. Only the religion commended by
the most convincing examples in dominating
individual and social life and commercial and
international relations, will be earnestly sought
after and permanently accepted.

As regards the advance of education the duty
of the Church is, if possible, still greater. The
only way to prevent education from producing
agnosticism and materialism, is to give educa-
tion of a Christian character. The Christian
Church cannot permit these vast masses who
are eagerly demanding Western learning thus
to be turned against her. Rather is it her
duty to realise the present as a tall and a
special opportunity for advancing Christ’s
Kingdom. The difficulty which the Chinese
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Government is experiencing in securing a
sufficient number of competent teachers is
common also to other lands, and affords a great
opening to Christian schools and colleges.
There should be a great expansion of Christian
educational missions. It is Western education
that the Chinese are clamouring for, and will
have. If we can give it to them, plus Chris-
tianity, they will take it ; if we cannot give it
to them, they will get it elsewhere, without
Christianity—and that speedily. If in addi-
tion to direct evangelistic and philanthropic
work in China, the Church can in the next
decade train several thousands of Christian
teachers, it will be in a position to meet this
unparalleled opportunity. In India too the
crisis calls for a greatly increased number of
efficient mission schools and colleges, manned
with thoroughly qualified and earnest Christian
teachers, and conducted as far as possible on
the residential plan, with a view to giving
the Spirit of God as carefully prepared an
opportunity as possible, The unrest of the
educated classes calls not only for a strengthen-
ing of the missionary institutions, especially
in the direction of making their Christian
influence more effective, but also for a multi-
plication at student centres of wisely planned
efforts directed to influence those of the
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educated class after leaving college, as well as
the students now in non-missionary colleges.
If Christians do not rise to the occasion,
educated Hindus and Mohammedans will take
things into their own hands, and will provide
educational and philanthropic institutions to
be established and carried on under non-
Christian management.

The renewed activity of the non-Chris-
tian religions further emphasises the duty of
the Church at this time. Some missionary
statesmen believe that Africa (because of the
ease with which the pagan religions yield to
the first attacks of any higher faith) for the
present has a pre-eminent claim on the atten-
tion and resources of those missionary societies
which are related to the regions in which
Moslem advance is imminent. The aboriginal
population and the out-castes of India, as well
as animists in other regions, likewise present
an urgent claim. If Christian work for these
depressed classes could soon be multiplied
many-fold, multitudes of people would embrace
Christianity within a generation. Unless the
advance which non-Christian religions are
making is met and counteracted, the Christian
missionary enterprise will become increasingly
difficult. = Mohammedanism and Hinduism
are both competing with Christianity for
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the adherence of many peoples. Surely
with such a crisis impending, it is the duty
of the Church, as it is the call of Geod, to
renew her energies and wholeheartedly to
advance.



CHAPTER III

THE RISING SPIRITUAL TIDE IN THE NON-
CHRISTIAN WORLD

WueN the conditions throughout the non-
Christian world inviting a comprehensive
advance by the Church are considered, as well
as the serious obstacles and critical tendencies
which threaten the progress, both the urgency
and the difficulty of the task seem over-
whelming, if not depressing; but a survey of
recent trinmphs and of the present-day working
of the Christian forces in non-Christian lands,
affords abundant ground for hopefulness and
confidence. In the great battle of Moukden,
with a frontage of many miles, a certain
regiment or division of the Japanese army, hard
pressed at times by the enemy, might have
feared that defeat was impending; hut the
General in charge of the Japanese operations,
in touch with the whole line by means of wire-
less telegraphy and other appliances of the
modern signalling corps, knew well that,
taking the battle as a whole, victory was
assured. So on the world-wide battlefield of
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Christianity, while there are apparent dis-
couragements in some paris of the field, and

while certain divisions of the Christian forces

are being hard pressed by the forces that

oppose, taking the world as a whole, victory is

assured if the present campaign be adequately
supported and pressed.

It seems incredible that, within the lifetime Japan;
. . . (i) Influential

of many now living, there were placed in position of
different parts of Japan edict boards on which Christianity.
were official announcements offering rewards

for the apprehension of persons found either
professing or propagating the Christian faith.

In contrast, one finds to-day a dJapanese
Protestant Christian commumty numbering

fully seventy thousand communicants. In
addition, the Eastern or Greek Church numbers

thirty thousand, and the members of the

Roman Catholic Church number sixty thou-

sand. If the number of adherents be taken

into account, the number of Christians con-

nected with these three great sections of the
Christian Church must considerably exceed
one-quarter of a million. There has been

an increase of seventy per cent. in the number

of Protestant Church members during the

past decade. Moreover, Christianity in Japan

began with the Samurai or knightly class,

so that its influence is & hundredfold greater
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than its statistical strength. = When the
best-educated men of the nation speak re-
garding the religions of the country, Bud-
dhism and Christianity, if they discriminate
in favour of either religion it is always in
favour of Christianity, because of its high
character and transforming influence, although
the number of adherents of Buddhism reaches
into tens of millions, while the number of
adherents of Christianity includes only tens of
thousands. In the present Japanese Parlia-
ment twelve members of three hundred and
eighty are Christians, or nearly twice as many
as in the last Parliament. An investigation has
shown that the ratio of Christians to the total
number of students in the higher institutions
of the great Government school system of
Japan, is over thirty times as great as the pro-
portion of Christian young men to the total
number of young men in the country, and this
ratio has steadily increased during the pre-
sent generation. Facts like these show that
_Christianity has won a place of great and
growing influence among the educated and
influential classes of the nation. A further
illustration was the gift by the Emperor of
£1000 toward the work carried on by the Young
Men’s Christian Association on behalf of the
soldiers in the recent war.
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“In the recent past, several of the Christian (i) Revivals.
bodies at work in Japan have had encouraging
results in conversions. In some parts of the
country there have been revivals. Notable
among these was the Taikyo Dendo, a spiritual
awakening promoted by the united efforts of
practically all of the Christian workers in the
country, which swept through the Japanese
Islands a few years ago. Under its influence
thousands of "people were converted. Still
more recently there have been conducted the
so-called concentration evangelistic campaigns,
waged largely by the Japanese workers them-
selves. One of the best examples of these is the
revival which has taken place during the
present year, 1910, in the commercial metro-
polis, Osaka. Workers representing forty-
two churches and preaching-places united, and
one hundred and four speakers participated.
Each of the large mass meetings was attended
by over two thousand, and the church services
throughout the city were crowded day after
day. Over thirteen hundred persons registered
as inquirers or as applicants for baptism, a
number equal to one-third of the total church
membership of the city. On one Sunday in
March, three hundred and fifty-five of the con-
verts were baptised in connection with the
churches of one communion alone. This
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awakening is directly traceable to united inter-
cession, and to loyal and unselfish co-operative
effort ont the part of all the workers of the dif-
ferent churches. Christianity is making great
advance, not only among the educated and in-
fluential classes of the country, but also among
those at the other end of the social scale. 'This
is well illustrated by the recent revival in the
Tokachi Prison in the Hokkaido. It is a
thrilling story of a modern Pentecost. *‘ The
Tokachi Prison with its nearly two thousand
souls is now practically a Christian com-
munity. Nearly all the prisoners have been
converted within a year. Within three months
nearly all the officials and their wives have
been converted and baptised.”

The Christian work carried on among the
seven hundred and fifty thousand Japanese
soldiers in Manchuria by the Young Men’s
Christian Association movement, was one of
the most successful efforts of its kind
ever conducted in any country. In accord-

" ance with the desire of the War Depart-

ment of the Japanese Government, this move-
ment was regarded as the exponent of all the
Christian forces of Japan, and was accorded
permission to minister to the comfort of the
soldiers. All through the campaign the
Government granted special privileges to those
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ehgaged in this service. The work was placed
in charge of experienced secretaries, both
Japanese and foreign, and some of the missions
also allocated able missionaries to co-operate.
Assistance was rendered the soldiers both
before leaving Japan and after they reached
the seat of war, as well as on the transports,
but the principal service was rendered in
Manchuria. There buildings and tents were
secured which were constantly thronged with
soldiers who came to avail themselves of the
various privileges afforded by the Association.
Opportunities were offered for reading Japan-
ese papers and other literature, stereopticon
exhibitions were given, facilities for corre-
spondence were afforded, and millions of letters
and post-cards were written and posted by the
soldiers, who thereby conveyed to the people
in countless cities and villages in Japan the
information as to the service which a Christian
organisation was rendering them. Day by
day, not only in these buildings and tents, but
also on the railway trains and in the hospitals,
evangelisticaddresses and appeals were made to
the throngs of soldiers, who, solemnised by the
impending dangers, were peculiarly responsive
to messages pertaining to the religious life.
Missionaries have estimated that in this cam-
paign the Gospel was preached with fulness
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and power by the few scores of workers to
more of the aggressive classes of Japanese men
than were reached, during the same period,
by the hundreds of missionaries working in
Japan itself. With the co-operation of the
Bible Societies the Gospels were widely cir-
culated among the troops. Although accu-
rate statistics have not been gathered, large
numbers of the men were converted as a
result of the efforts put forth on their behalf.
The attitude of not a few of the officers was
changed from one of hostility or indifference to
that of outspoken sympathy. Since the war
it has been found that the practical helpfulness
of this campaign, and of the ministration of
Christian workers in the hospitals, has served
to commend the cause of Christianity to the
families and friends of many of the soldiers,
and to open doors for Christian effort in all
parts of Japan. '

The evangelistic mission carried on by the
Christian Student Movement of Japan
in connection with the Conference of the
World’s Student Christian Federation, held
in Tokyo in 1907, was also a remarkably
fruitful spiritual movement. During the three
weeks while this mission was in progress, the
claims of Christ were presented to tens of
thousands of Government students and of
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school-boys in all the student communities of
Japan, resulting in three thousand becoming
Christian inquirers.

To such facts should be added what some (v) Spread of
regard as the most striking evidence of the —?—2;133:2
work and power of God in Japan—the spread,
and influence upon social life and practices, of
Christian teachings and ideals. This is revealed,
for example, in the movement led by Chris-
tians which resulted in releasing thousands of
the inmates of the brothels, in the effective
temperance crusade, and in the establishment
of many benevolent institutions, such as the
famous Ishii orphanages.

This unconscious tendency towards Chris- (vi) Old
.. Religions
tianity may become a great movement, for a josing their

very general dissatisfaction with the old Bl
religions exists throughout the land. Shinto-
ism is no longer classified as a religion by
the Government, but merely as a patriotic
association for preserving the memories of
ancestors. Buddhism also is losing its hold
on its adherents. There are many and multi-
plying instances where the people have abol-
ished idols and forsaken the temples, although
as yet they may not have accepted any other
religion as a substitute. In the cities Buddhism
has far less influence, even with the illiterate
classes, than it has in the rural districts. It
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‘'has little power over the people, and, ethically
and religiously, its recent influence has not
contributed to the higher life of Japan or
China. There are very few educated men
who profess belief in Buddhism as a regulative,
transforming, and energising influence in their
lives. They are realising that it is lacking
both in spiritual and moral power. So much
is this the case that an endeavour has been
made in the schools to give moral education
apart altogether from religion, but the failure
of this also is being recognised. The late
Mr. Fukuzawa, a leader of thought in Japan,
though himself an agnostic, said that he
had felt it “a great loss that he had
lived his life without religion, and that he
would recommend Christianity to his friends
without any hesitation,” and it is said that
to-day ° there is among the leaders of the
nation a large party composed of men who are
thoroughly dissatisfied with the present out-
look, even alarmed at it; and, though not
themselves necessarily Christians, would
gladly see their country adopt the faith.”
The spread of this conviction, that Christianity
alone can provide an adequate basis for in-
dividual and national life, is surely preparing
the way for a general acceptance of Christianity
throughout Japan.
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- On Christmas of 1887, three years after the Korea:

first missionaries entered Korea, seven baptised %’hﬁ’;{i‘?;}t;f
Christians in Seoul united behind ¢losed doors
in the first celebration of the Holy Communion.
To-day that interesting land is wide open to
the Christian Gospel. There are now, in-
cluding those under instruction for Church
membership, fully two hundred thousand
Koreans who acknowledge Jesus Christ as
Lord, and the number is increasing at the
rate of over thirty per cent. each year. The.
visitor to Korea is impressed with the fact
that the Spirit of God is working with great
power in all parts of the country. People of
all classes are being brought under the sway of
Christ. The eagerness manifested among the
Korean people to learn of Christ is so great
that the missionaries everywhere are over-
whelmed in their attempts to meet the flood-
tide of opportunity pressing upon them, and
have little time to go after the people or to do
pioneer work.

The Koreans are Bible-studying Christians.
The Bible is the book having the largest sale
among them ; it has been disseminated even
among the remotest villages. Fully one-sixth
of the entire Church membership are enrolled
in Bible training-classes or conferences which
are held from time to time at principal mission

D
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centres, and continue from a few days to three
weeks. It is no uncommon thing for the
Christians to walk for ten days to attend one
of these gatherings for Bible study. The
Koreans are praying Christians. At Pyeng-
yang, in connection with one church, the mid-
week prayer-meeting has had for years an
average attendance of one thousand one
hundred, and is possibly the largest meeting
for united intercession which assembles any-
where in the world.

The Xorean Christians are also giving
Christians. Eighty per cent. of the work of
the Korean Church is already self-supporting.
Hundreds of Korean leaders and lay preachers
serve without receiving any remuneration.
The Rev. George Heber Jones, D.D., reports
that, ¢ Korean men have been known to mort-
gage their houses, that mortgages might be
removed from the houses of God ; to sell their
crops of good rice, intended for family con-
sumption, purchasing inferior millet to live upon
through the’ winter, and giving the differ-
ence in the cost for the support of workers to
preach among their own countrymen. Korean
women have given their wedding rings, and
even.cut off their hair that it might be sold
and the amount devoted to the spread of the
Gospel.”
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" The Korean Christians are also working (i) Mission-
Christians. Thousands of them last year gave ary Jctinity
from one week to one month each, to the work Cburch.
of proclaiming the Gospel in neighbouring and
distant communities. It is probable that a
larger proportion of Korean Christians have

won others to Christ than of the Christians of

any other land. Often the test question in con-
nection with admission to church membership

is, ““ Have you led some other soul to Jesus
Christ ?” The Korean Church is a missionary
Church ; its members are already working
among the Korean colonies in Hawaii, on the
Pacific Coast of the United States, in Mexico,

as well as in Manchuria and Siberia. A
missionary tells of a Korean who came to

an elder of the Church and said that he

had heard that, in - Chiento, there were

one hundred thousand Koreans, that there

were many brigands there, that the rice was

not good to eat, but that he wished to go
there to preach the Gospel, and as he had
three sons he thought that, growing up among

the Chinese, they would learn the Chinese
language so well that they would become
missionaries to the Chinese. It is this spirit
which explains the rapid development and
extension of the Korean Church. There is
every prospect that, if the Church of the West
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presses forward its missionary efforts, Korea
will be the first non-Christian nation to be-
come Christianised in the modern missionary
era. The Honourable T. H. Yun, the most
influential Christian of Korea, voices his con-
viction that “ The next ten years will tell
more for the evangelisation of Korea than
the fifty years thereafter.” The thorough
evangelisation of one nation, actually accom-
plished, would serve as a practical object-
lesson to the whole Church, and would
inspire Christians in all other non-Christian
nations.

In China, the promise is greater to-day than
at any time in the past. When Protestant
missionaries first went to China, so unfruitful
did the soil appear, that one hundred years ago
Dr. Milne, Robert Morrison’s first colleague,
predicted that in a century there would be only
one thousand communicants and adherents to
Protestant Christianity in China. At the end
of the first thirty-five years of the missionary
history of China, it seemed as though Dr.
Milne’s prophecy might not be fulfilled, for
there were but six converts to Christianity.
Even twenty years later, when Bishop Moule of
Mid-China first went out, there were, according
to his statement, only fifty Protestant Christian
communicants. Since then, however, the tide
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has begun to flow, and in the year 1896 there
were as many as eighty thousand communi-
cants. Now there are fully one hundred and
seventy-five thousand, and were the number
of Protestant adherents included, the number
would be nearly half a million. This rapid
increase is being continued to-day. Contrary
to the general impression, the greatest
advances of Christianity have been made
since the Boxer uprising.

Reports tell of spiritual awakenings in widely
separate parts of China—West, South, North,
and Central. As an example, the revival in
Hinghua, in the Fukien Province, may be
mentioned. This awakening began a few
months ago and seems to be still in the initial
stages; the meetings day after day are crowding
the large tabernacle with audiences numbering
about five thousand. Dr, William Brewster,
in writing of this revival, says, “ No language
can describe the power of God as here
manifested. =~ There was no hysteria, no
prostration, but simply conviction of sin and
confession, restitution, forsaking sin, accept-
ing Christ as Saviour by thousands, and going
out anointed for witnessing to His power to
save.” Evangelistic campaigns conducted by
the late Dr. Lee, the eminent Chinese evangelist,
in different parts of the country, were also
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occasions of the mighty working of the Living
God.

The Rev. J. Goforth of the Canadian Pres-
byterian Mission has had remarkable success
in conducting thirty special missions in six
different provinces. He testifies that in every
place he has seen God’s glorious power mani-
fested. In some cases those who attended
these special missions carried the evangelistic
spirit to other communities.

One of the most wonderful revivals of
modern times is the one among the most
degraded and illiterate tribes in South-West
China. This movement has extended most
widely among the Mizo, a vigorous aboriginal
race, including about seventy tribes, which
have maintained a state of semi-independence
of the Chinese Government. This revival has
been going on steadily for over seven years.
During that time many villages have become
wholly Christian, and in hundreds of other
villages Christian bands are witnessing for
Christ. Many hundreds of men who were once
drunkards are now sober, and women who
formerly were leading immoral lives are now
Living victorious lives under the power of Christ.
It is estiinated that over twenty thousand of
these tribesmen have broken with heathenism
and turned to Christ, largely as a result of the
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efforts of those who had themselves been con-
verted but recently from heathenism. Mr.
J. R. Adam of the China Inland Mission, in
describing a tour which he made within the past
two years in the Miao country, tells of the large
numbers who came to hear the preaching of
the Gospel. On one Sunday literally thousands
were present at the morning service, and nine
hundred celebrated the Holy Communion.
In all the villages he visited, he was kept busy
examining and baptising converts. Surpris-
ingly few cases of discipline were brought to
his attention. As in the case of the Welsh
revival, singing has been a prominent feature
of this movement among the Miao. The
central message of the revival has been the
refrain—

¢ There is a fountain filled with blood
Drawn from Emmanuel’s veins ;
And sinners plunged beneath that flood, -
Lose all their guilty stains.”

(iii) Thirstfor  'The thirst among the Chinese for knowledge
knowledge  concerning Christianity is remarkable. Griffith
tianity. John has said that when he reached China it
was difficult even to give away copies of the
New Testament, and that this had to be done
in secret. Two years ago, the Tract Society

in his region sold a million and a half copies
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- of different pieces of Christian literature, and
the Presbyterian Press in Shanghai during the
same year disposed of one million six hun-
dred thousand copies. The Bible Societies of
Britain and America have had a similar
encouraging expansion of their work.

The Christward movement in China is Gv) Christ-
making quite as great progress among the :nv:;f ;n,::,f'g
students as among the masses. Ten years ago, students.
it was impossible to obtain access to the
literati or Government students. Within the
past three or four years the largest halls which
could be obtained in several of the principal
student centres of China would not hold the
crowds of modern Government students who
thronged the evangelistic meetings conducted
under the auspices of the Student Christian
Association movement. This has occurred
in connection with missions conducted by
several different missionaries and visiting
Christian workers from abroad. These meet-
ings, which often lasted three hours, have
almost without exception been attended with
large results in the definite conversion of
students ; and there have been similar en-
couragement’ in connection with the cam-
paign waged among the thousands of Chinese
students in Tokyo, under the auspices of the

Young Men’s Christian Associstion. No
D*
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month passes without some of these students
making open confession and being baptised.

The Chinese Christians in different parts
of the country and of all social classes are
assuming as never before the burden of
responsibility for the propagation of the
Gospel. There are gratifying evidences of
this among the converts of the peasant
and merchant classes, but the most striking
examples are those afforded by the colleges
and schools.

The activities of a Christian Association
in a college in Swatow may serve to illustrate
the sense of responsibility accepted by the
Christian students in all parts of China. The
institution has in all only twenty students, and
every one of these is enrolled in Bible study
circles. In addition to their Christian work
in the college, they are conducting a night
school three evenings in the week for the people
of the village. Every student in the institution
is engaged in evangelistic work in places near
the school. They send representatives to the
railway station to sell Christian literature, and
on festival days,when there are unusual crowds,
they travel on the trains for this purpose.
Three miles from the school there is a town of
ten thousand people, among whom there is not
a Christian, and there the Student Association
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has rented and furnished a house in which
they conduct evangelistic services regularly.
The Student Christian Unions of no country
are doing more widespread and thorough work
among people outside of the colleges than are
those of China. Moreover, they are raising
up large numbers of Christian workers. In
the Peking University there is a volunteer
band composed of over two hundred students
who have dedicated their lives to Christian
service, although this has involved turning
their backs upon opportunities of receiving
far larger salaries in commercial pursuits or
in Government service. A few months ago,
after a revival in the Union Christian College in
the Shantung Province, one hundred and four
of the College students, and twenty-eight of
the boys in the High School, consecrated their
lives to Christian work.

The indirect influences of Christianity in China (vi) Indirect
are also becoming increasingly evident. Asa %ﬂgig‘fxit;
result of the example of medical missions, the
Chinese are themselves devoting increasingly
their gifts and their efforts to the alleviation
of phys1ca.l suffering. The ablest and most
conspicuous leaders of the oplum reform are
men who have come intimately in touch with
Christianity. The crusade against foot-bind-
ing, while now favoured by an Imperial edict,
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and taken up by officials and gentry through-
out the Empire, was inaugurated by Chris-
tians. The new Government colleges are
modelled after the missionary institutions, and
all of them close on Sunday. The new literature
is so saturated with ideals of liberty, justice,
and social responsibility, taken directly from
Christian sources, that the Chinese language
has had to be materially altered to fit it to
these new conceptions. The revision of the
penal code, which is now in progress, means
the adoption of Christian laws for the Empire
and the abolition of torture. The widespread
slavery, especially among girls, has recently
been prohibited by an edict of the Prince
Regent, and women are rapidly being accorded
the status which they enjoy in Christian lands.
This latter fact is considered by many as the
most significant reform now taking place in the
country, and it is certainly one of the very
clearest proofs of the growing influence which
Christian ideals are having upon the life of
China.

The entire history of missions in Manchuria
has been characterised by genuine revivals.
One of the most thorough-going and fruitful
has been the spiritual awakening of the past
two years. Beginning in Mukden, it soon
spread to other centres, and everywhere with
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remarkable results. Dr. W. Phillips, of the
Irish Presbyterian Mission, gives an account
of one of these meetings which is typical. He
- says: “The people knelt for prayer, silent at
first, but soon one here, and another there,
began to pray aloud. The voices grew and
blended and mounted into a great wave of
" united supplication that swelled until it was
almost a roar, and died down again into an
undertone of weeping. Now I understood why
the floor was so wet ; it was with pools of tears !
The very air seemed electric—I speak in all
seriousness—and strange thrills chased each
other up and down one’s body. Then above
the sobbing, in straired, choking tones, a
man began to make public confession. Words
of mine will fail to convey the awe, the terror,
and the pity of these confessions. It was
not so much the enormity of the sins disclosed,
or the depths of iniquity sounded that shocked
one. Some of the faults confessed were venial
enough, yet these newly-tender consciences
were torn with as keen remorse as the greater
offenders. It was the agony of the penitent,
his groans and cries and voice shaken with
sobs; it was the sight of men forced to
their feet and, in spite of their struggles,
impelled, as it seemed, to lay bare their hearts,
that thrilled one, and brought the smarting



100 The Rising Spiritual Tide

tears to one’s own eyes. Never have I
experienced anything more heart - shaking,
more nerve-racking than the spectacle of
those souls stripped naked before their fellows.
It seemed to violate the privacy of the being,
to outrage every instinct of the individual.
And yet those most racked and torn by their
emotions, once they had made a clean breast
of their sin, seemed to find peace, and
their faces shone with an ecstasy that their
streaming eyes could not belie. So for hour
after hour it went on, till the strain was
almost more than the onlooker could bear.”
Deep conviction of sin has been the char-
acteristic note of the& revival. It has been
so noticeable a feature that it has become
almost a byword in the villages: * Avoid
these Christians. Their God is a Spirit of
confessing, who will force you to disclose
what no yamen could wring from you.”
What the revival may lead to, no man can
tell. The old religions have lost their hold on
the people, and the whole land is open to
receive the Gospel. The spiritual fires are
spreading from place to place and radiating
their influence wider and wider: wherever
they come there is a ready response. Great
signs and wonders are still being wrought
by the Living God on the Manchurian
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plains. Boxers who massacred Christians
have been converted as a result of the spirit of
forgiveness shown by the injured Christians
toward their persecutors; whole towns have
been moved, and theusands of members added
to the Church. The whole of Manchuria seems
to be stirred to its depths.

Notwithstanding the unrest and disturb- India:
ances in India, the past few years have wit- Ee?e‘}:;‘;?
nessed real progress in the Christian pro- the Gospel
paganda. There have been large ingatherings
into the Kingdom of Christ. The awakening
in the Welsh Mission in the Khasi Hills, leading
to the conversion of thousands and to the
quickening of the native Church, exerted an
influence far beyond that region. It did much
to strengthen the faith of the workers else-
where, and to fire them with the zeal of
evangelism. The so-called “ mass movements ”’
in different parts of India are resulting each
year in turning a multitude of the out-castes
and of the members of the lower castes towards
the Christian fold. The readiness of these
_depressed masses to receive the Gospel and to
accept baptism is indeed impressive. In the
Telugu country thousands of villagers, includ-
ing members of higher castes as well as de-
pressed classes, are clamorously desiring to
enter the Church, while the available workers
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are not able to meet the demand for religious
teaching made upon them. During a single
year recently about three thousand souls
in the South-East portion of the Nizam’s
dominions placed themselves under Christian
instruction.

The characteristics and working of a mass
movement may best be illustrated by a de-
scription of what took place in a Telugu village.
The inhabitants, composed almost entirely of
the depressed classes and out-castes, had be-
come greatly dissatisfied with their state of
degradation, and with the general adverse
conditions of their life. They had observed
the social, economie, and intellectual changes
or improvements in neighbouring Christian
communities where the people were formerly
as degraded and depressed as themselves.
They sent a deputation to the missionaries at a
mission station some distance away, and urged
them to send a Christian teacher to the village,
and indicated their willingness to place them-
selves under Christian instruction. Later a
catechist was sent, and he remained in their
midst for nearly a year. During that time, he
held services almost every day, and, on many
days, both in the early morning and in the
evening. He devoted himself to teaching
them the facts about the life of Jesus Christ,
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and to expounding simply and clearly the
fundamental Christian doctrines, observances,
and customs. Under his positive instruction
about Christianity, they discovered for them-
selves the low character of much of their
religion, especially its debased idel worship,
its devil dances, and other corrupt practices.
The catechist called upon them to turn
from their idols, and to give up habits of
drinking and immorality. In due time they
tore down their temple and built a simple
place for Christian worship. Such a radi-
cal step represented nothing less than a
great revolution in their ideas and attitude.
The giving up, on the part of many of them,
of Sunday labour is also an impressive proof
of the marked change, because most of the
members of the community were very poor, and
dependent upon hard and constant work to
. provide for their needs. None were baptised
until after several months of instruction and
until after they had given satisfying evidence
of a change of life as shown in repentance, in
giving up sinful and questionable habits and
assoclations, and in trust in the new Saviour.
When the catechist first came to this village,
some ninety members of the community
gathered round him under a tree at his first
service. When he revisited the place, there were
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one hundred and ninety baptised Christians,
eighty of whom were communicant members
of the Church. He found eighty persons who
could read the Bible, whercas at the time of
the first visit none of them could do so. He
bore testimony that the very expression
of their countenances -had been changed.
Confirmed drunkards had broken their evil
habit and had paid debts which had hung
over their families for over two genera-
tions. The whole community had been
appreciably raised in its sdcial and eco-
nomic status. The change in disposition and
character of many of the people had been so
marked as to impress deeply the Brahman
landlords, who at first opposed the coming of
the catechist, and on one occasion had driven
him out, but now begged him to visit other
villages to carry on a similar work. They
testified that the practice of stealing had been
done away, and that the whole moral tone of
the village had been changed. Some men who
had been given to drink, and had been in prison,
were found working for the temperance cause
and seeking to convert their fellows. The
Christians were giving liberally for the support
and spread of the Gospel, some exhibiting
great sacrifice. As a result of this genuine
work of God in one village, a similar spirit of
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dissatisfaction with their present conditions,
and of desire for new and better things, had
spread to neighbouring villages. Men had not
been greatly impressed by what Christianity
“might do for individuals, but the object-lesson
of a village community transformed by Chris-
tian teaching and the work of the Holy
Spirit had served as a convincing evidence
of the vifality and power of Christianity,
and had led them to seek to bring its trans-
forming influence to bear upon their corporate
life.

Similar movements are reported in the
United Provinces, in the Punjab, and in
Western India. In one section of North
India, at the present rate of ingathering, it will
be only a few years until practically all of the
“ sweepers ”’ will have come in ; and there are
at present signs of a break among a still larger
class — the leather-workers. Several lower
castes are very accessible. Bishop Warne, in
writing about the mass movement in con-
nection with the American Methodist Mission
in the United Provinces, says, “I have now
known this field for twenty years. This
movement among the lower castes towards
Christianity has taken place almost entirely
during that period. The readiness to receive
Gospel teaching and to accept baptism has
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been found wherever we have been able to
extend our work with the needed wvigour.
This movement has already given us about
twenty-four thousand converts, and perhaps
one-third of that number have died during
these years.” Some missions are baptising as
rapidly as they can thoroughly evangelise and
teach. Others testify that they could double
or quadruple the number of baptisms were
they able to double their force of workers.
The missionaries in touch with these move-
ments in India are alive to the perils involved,
and they may be depended upon to safeguard
the Church from serious mistakes. The op-
portunity is certainly great and urgent. The
late Professor Satthianadhan of the Presidency
College in Madras pointed out, in 1905, the
hopeful aspect of the work of the Holy Spirit
among the masses : “ It is those very classes,
depressed, trampled down, and looked upon
as utterly incapable of improvement of any
kind, that now, with the enlightening influence
of Christianity, compete successfully with the
highest castes and classes of Indian society
in every direction. In my opinion, even if
there had not been a single convert from the
higher classes .of Hindu society, the trans-
formation which Christianity has wrought
among the lower classes it has won over to its
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fold, is itself a clear evidence of its unique
triumph in India.”

The significance of the mass movements
will be even better realised by pondering the
following words by the Bishop of Madras:
“The main fact which ought, T think, to
determine the use we make of the forces at
our disposal in India at the present day, is that
there are fifty million people in India who are
quite ready to receive the Gospel message, to
put themselves under Christian teaching and
discipline, and to be baptised ; and that, if a
prompt, aggressive, and adequate campaign
were carried on among them, it would be quite
possible to gather something like thirty millions
of them into the Christian Church during the
next fifty years, to raise them morally, spiritu-
ally, and socially, from the state of degrada-
tion and servitude in which Hinduism has
kept them for the last two thousand years,
and to furnish to the whole people of India,
especially to the educated classes, a most
powerful witness for the truth and power of
the Christian faith.”

These modern mass movements present an
appeal to the Church to make a prompt and
large advance. They will not be without their
powerful influence on the higher castes and
classes of India. May it not be that the Bishop
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of Madras is right in his contention that the
future of India lies more with the pariah than
with the Brahman ? Be this as it may, the
history of the Church shows that any great
spiritual movement at the bottom of society
sooner or later profoundly affects the upper
strata.

It should be noted, however, that the
movement toward Christ among the educated
classes of India already affords grounds for
thanksgiving and hopefulness.  There are,
among the higher castes, hundreds of people
who, as a result of the impression made
upon them by the transforming work of
the Gospel among the low castes and out-
castes, as well as of direct efforts on their own
behalf, have been led to give serious attention
to Christianity, and in heart have come into
sympathy with its teaching and spirit.
Numbers of them have been baptised, and
many more all over India are well known
to be secret disciples and worshippers
of Jesus Christ. A survey of the Indian
Christian community will show that the
number of converts from the higher castes,
while not large, is increasing. A prominent
worker among students in India has pointed
out recently that there have been more con-
versions among the educated classes of India
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during the last ten years than in any previous
decade in the history of Indian Missions. The
Principal of one of the leading Christian
colleges in Northern India has expressed the
opmion that the student class was never so
accessible to Christian influences as now.
Missionaries and other observers in all sections
of India emphasise the fact that comparatively
few of the educated classes adhere to Hinduism
in an unmodified form, and that not many of
them have a vital faith in it as a personal
religion. A leading Scottish missionary of
many years’ experience has said that now-a-
days no bond fide idolater is to be found
among university men. The firm hold which
the old religions and customs of India had
upon the people is breaking down, and,
as the Bishop of Lahore says, “ There has
been a gradual conversion of the attitude
of the people toward Christianity.” Chris-
tianity is coming more and more into its own
in Hindustan, and the best thought of India
is not toward Hinduism but toward Christ.
In all parts of the Turkish Empire, and in
Persia since the recent revolutions, there is a
widespread spirit of inquiry, as shown by
the unprecedented demand for the Scriptures.
Mohammedanism has as strong a hold on
its adherents- as has any other non-Christian

Moham-
medan lands.
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religion, but it is weakening in the case of
the educated and better - informed men.
The Koran and the newly proclaimed prin-
ciples of liberty are not found to be
suitable yoke-fellows. Notwithstanding the
aggressive advance of Mohammedanism in
some quarters of the world, as a religion it is
making no marked intellectual or spiritual
progress, and it is therefore not able to com-
mand the full allegiance of many of its adhe-
rents who are studying the modern learning.

The application of modern critical methods
in India and elsewhere is serving to undermine
faith in the Koran, so that it is no uncommon
thing to find Moslems who concede that this
book does not have permanent authority in the
realm of morals. While the results of work on
behalf of Moslems in the form of announced
conversions have not been large, efforts of this
kind have by no means been in vain, as is shown
by the fact that a conference of Moslem con-
verts was held recently in Zeitoun, Egypt.
There are also among Moslems many secret
believers in Christ, and it seems to be the
general impression among the missionaries of
these two countries that the time has come
when we may expect to see an increasing
number of conversions to Christianity among
the Moslem population.
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It is plain from what the missionaries write Africa-
that by far the greatest progress of Chris-
tianity in Africa has been achieved within the
past decade. Wherever there have been
workers of holy life and strong faith to put
in the sickle, they have gathered sheaves.
This has been conspicuously exemplified in
Uganda. There have been frequent revivals
in that field during the past few years, but one
of the most notable was that of March 1906.
During the eight days of special services
the attendance increased steadily from three
thousand five hundred on the first day, to
nearly six thousand on the last day. It
was an ethical and spiritual movement.
Bishop Tucker, in writing about it, says:
“ Drunkards signed the pledge in large
numbers. Heathen enrolled themselves to
such an extent as candidates for baptism that
for a while it was difficult to arrange for their
mstruction, whilst the candidates for Con-
firmation were so numerous that we were
obliged to invade the Cathedral and hold our
classes there, no fewer than thirteen such
classes finding accommodation within its pre-
cincts. This large ingathering of souls through
the special mission services at the capital was
an indication of a similar ingathering which
was going on more or less throughout the



Conclusion,

112 The Rising Spiritual Tide

~whole country.” He estimates that during

the five years ending September 80th, 1907,
fully thirty-six thousand persons were bap-
tised into the Church, or an average of more
than seven thousand each year. Thiswonder-
ful Christward movement has continued in full
tide, there being last year over eight thousand
new converts. An equally remarkable evan-
gelistic movement has been going forward in
Livingstonia, likewise in parts of the Congo
Basin ; but the mention of these fields must
not exclude from view the fact that in other
districts also the mighty working of the Spirit
of God has been witnessed.

As one looks out over the non-Christian
world, it is true that one may see some appa-
rently barren fields and deserts, and observe
certain sections and classes of the population
in some countries which are not responding
largely to the Gospel appeal ; but taking the
non-Christian world as a whole, the present is
without doubt a time of rising spiritual tide.
It is always wise to take advantage of a rising
tide.

On the one hand, grave perils result if such
a rising tide be not taken advantage of and
wisely used. Many who have become inter-
ested, or impressed, or converted, or changed
in the midst of the spiritual movement are in
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danger of lapsing, and of passing into a state
worse than that in which they were before
they were awakened, unless by a continuation
and enlargement of the spiritual efforts they
are encouraged, guided, and built up. More-
over, unless the advantage is pressed, there is
danger that many will stop just short of acting
conclusively on the light which they have
received or of responding to the spiritual
impulses which they have felt; whereas, if
. advantage is taken of the favouring conditions,
they may be led out into the path of obedience.
Perhaps the greatest danger of all is that too
many will press into the Christian Church
before they have obtained sufficient training,
and that the whole level of the Christian life
of the community wiil thereby be lowered.

On the other hand, great victories are pos-
sible if only an adequate effort be made.
Experience has shown that, in improving
such an opportunity, far more can be accom-
plished within a short time than in a long
period of persistent effort under other con-
ditions. At such a time people are much more
susceptible to religious impressions and more
responsive to religious appeals. Moreover,
a great opportunity is given to the Church of
pressing out into its most difficult fields, and of
overcoming many of its most baffling obstacles,
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A large acquired momentum is essential for the
accomplishment of such difficult ends, and
what is a rising spiritual tide but an increasing
momentum ? What might not the Church
have accomplished in the Telugu country
during the past generation, if it had pressed
the advantage afforded by the first great
revival which visited that field a generation
ago? How different might have been the
progress of Christianity among the high-caste
Hindus, had the Church more largely utilised
the advantage placed within its reach by the
successful efforts put forth on their behalf by
Alexander Duff! Some of the wisest students
of missions believe that, as a result of the
failure of the Church to improve its oppor-
tunity in Japan in the late eighties, the work
of evangelising that country has been greatly
delayed, and made more difficult. In every
Christian land there have been solemnising
examples of the failure of the Church to take
advantage of a rising spiritual tide. May
Christians everywhere awaken to the fact that
in the annals of Christianity there has been no
time like the present. Surely it is a summons
to the Church to put forth her strength in
measure adequate to press the present un-
precedented advantage.



CHAPTER 1V

THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE PRESENT
SITUATION : AN ADEQUATE PLAN

THE present changing and plastic condition of The need for
the non-Christian nations, the forces at work a plan.
which tend to make the progress of Chris-
tianity increasingly difficult, and the rising
spiritual tide observable in many parts of Asia

and Africa, combine to constitute an irresistible

call to the Christian Church to carry the
Gospel to all the non-Christian world before

the present opportunity passes away. Suchan
undertaking will make an enormous demand
upon the faith and resources of the Church,

for it is attended with difficulties . which
seem almost insuperable. The number to be
reached, embracing hundreds of millions, in
itself shows that the task is one of colossal pro-
portions ; difficulties incident to the climate,

to the social condition of the people, and

to their stage of civilisation, are real and
grave. The_ fact that there are still over four
hundred languages and dialects into which

the Scriptures have not been translated is a
115
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serious obstacle to the speedy progress of the
missionary enterprise; the strength and per-
sistency of national prejudices and racial
antagonisms, the system of caste, and other
social restrictions and divisions, shut out the
approach of the missionary; and super-
stitions, corrupt practices, and active religious
forces abound, which strenuously oppose the
teaching and spirit of Christianity. To change
these social and religious systems, and to
reform the habits of thought and life of whole
peoples, is a task that may well seem im-
possible. How is it to be accomplished ? It
is the first essential that the Church should
have before it a plan adequate in scope,
thoroughness, strategy, and method, to meet,
this unique world-situation.

First, this plan should be adequate in scope.
It should omit from consideration no regton
or people to which it is the duty of the Church
to carry the Christian religion, and it must,
therefore, at this time, take the whole non-
Christian world into its view. Time was
when only a small part of the world was
known and missionary work was limited in
extent, but the field open for missionary work
has ‘widened immeasurably during the past
century. There is scarcely one region in
the world which is not open to-day to the
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Christian Gospel, and there is no nation to which
it is not the immediate duty of the Christian
Church to carryit. Christianity belongs to no
particular nation or people; by virtue of the
. character, work, and command of its Founder,
it is the only religion for all mankind. Never-
theless there are still, even so many centuries
after Christ’s coming to the earth, one thousand
millions of non-Christian people, of whom pro-
bably not more than one-fifth have heard of
Him with any degree of fulness and clearness.
It is the Church’s duty to see that this long-
standing reproach is completely removed. Its
plan of work, to be adequate, must be so
designed as to provide for the evangelisation
of the whole of this multitude
In the first place it must take account of the (2) Unoccu-

great unoccupied fields in the non-Christian pied fields.
world, for there are still vast regions without
a single missionary. In the heart of Asia is a
large integral area, almost equal in extent to the
United States without its Territories, and with
an estimated population of twenty-six million,
or more than half of that of the British Isles,
which is practically without a messenger of
Christianity. This great area includes Afghan-
istan, with its four millions of people, a popu-
lation as large as that of Ireland; Bokhara,
with over one million; Russian Turkestan,
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with at least five millions of Mohammedans ;
Tibet, with its six millions of people ; Bhutan
and Nepal, with a combined population of
over five millions; portions of Mongolia
having a nomadic population of at least
two millions, and some of the other territories
which are on the western fringe of China. In
South-Eastern Asia there is another extensive
territory, composed largely of French Indo-
China, with a population of over twenty
millions, having in it but three or four Pro-
testant missionary workers. Inland Africa,
even more than Central Asia, is an unoccupied
field. It contains various sections without
missionaries, having in them an aggregate
population of about seventy millions, or more
than that of Germany, Holland, Norway, and
Sweden combined. This population of the
unoccupied sections includes four millions in
the Sudan; fully twenty millions of the
thirty millions of the Belgian Congo; eight
millions in the French Congo; three millions
in the Eastern part of Kamerun ; two million
five hundred thousand in Portuguese East
Africa ; one million seven hundred thousand
in French Guinea; and one million five
hundred thousand pagans in Eastern Liberia,
besides a number of other large masses of
people, each numbering over half a million.
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In addition to the large areas in the hearts of
the two great pon-Christian continents are
several smaller unoccupied areas in different
parts of the world; for example, the pro-
vinces of Nejd, Hejaz, and Hadramaut in
Arabia, with a combined population of about
three million. In these great and small
areas are one hundred and thirteen millions of
people who are without missionaries, and for
the reaching of whom the Church has at
present no plan.

It is the belief of students of the present
situation that a number of the totally un-
occupied areas remote from present missionary
operations might be entered by the Church in
response to wise, concerted, and prayerful
effort. That which is most needed is a large
and comprehensive view on the part of present-
day missionary leaders, and an agreement
among them on some plan which actually
embraces the whole non-Christian world, If
this can be obtained, other things needful will
more readily follow; men who have a policy to
carry out will insist upon finding some method
by which to accomplish it. The older and
more thoroughly established and resourceful
societies will be urged to enlarge their activi-
ties to embrace within their field some of the
more remote unoccupied areas, and, if they are

E
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not able to respond so as to send men to every
nation, new societies may be established in
order that this may be more promptly done.
Quite as significant as the integral un-
occupied areas to which attention has been
called, are the multitudes of people unreached
by the Gospel message who are living in
territories adjoining fields in which missionaries
are already working, Investigations insti-
tuted by Commission I. of the World Missionary
Conference afford ground for the impression
that the population of these more accessible
areas adjacent to present missionary forces ex-
ceeds that of the totally unoccupied sections.
These men and women present in many ways
the most extensive, the most pressing, and the
most pathetic need of the missionary world—
because the Gospel, which is the power of
God unto salvation, is so near and yet so
remote from them. Undoubtedly an increased
missionary staff will be required before this
need can be fully met, but it is the conviction
of many that the large majority of the multi-
tudes of unevangelised people living within
the spheres of influence of missions already
established, might be reached with the Gospel,

were these missions to expand their work

with energy and thoroughness. In order that
as effective use as possible may be made of
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the missions already established, the whole field
should be surveyed, and the responsibilities of
each society to its own sphere of influence care-
fully and authoritatively determined. If this
were done, overlapping would be avoided, new
efforts would be putforth torise to the responsi-
bilities, and at least part of the fields at present
unoccupied would quickly be evangelised.
- Even in those parts of the non-Christian (c) occupied
world where the number of missionaries, native f5os: _
Christian leaders, and Christian church gtagsiecste "
members is largest, and where their influence
is most potent and far-reaching, there is need
of revising and enlarging the plans so as to
embrace the entire population. It is main-
tained that in Japan, which has relatively a
large staff of Christian workers in proportion
to the population, less than one in ten of the
people have heard the Gospel. In many
fields the sowing has been in patches rather
than broadcast over the land.! In some
countries the cities have 'been thoroughly
evangelised, whereas the villages and rural
districts have been almost wholly neglected.
In other fields, while an extensive work of
evangelisation has been carried forward from
the cities as bases, the cities themselves have
been too much neglected. In both situations,

! See Appendix IIL,
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while the neglect has been due in part to lack
of resources, in many cases it has also been
due to lack of plan. Where, as in certain
districts of Japan, Korea, and other countries,
all the Christian leaders have umited in the
aim to reach every person in their district
within a given time, and to present the
message with such frequency and thorough-
ness as to make it effective, the advantages
of the plan have been at once evident. It
is in these districts that the work of evan-
gelisation is being conducted most successfully
and with the greatest completeness.

In almost every country certain strata or
whole classes of society are being overlooked.
An adequate plan must correct this by embrac-
ing them all. As an illustration of how classes
of the population may be comparatively
neglected in a country relatively well occupied
by missionaries, attention is called to a
statement of some of those thus unreached
in Japan, based upon a careful study by a
company of eminent missionaries and native
leaders in that country. The following is
the impressive list which they give: the
rapidly increasing number of factory employés,
now numbering over three-quarters of a
million; the still more numerous -classes
of artisans and day labourers; the nearly
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one hundred thousand railway employés;
shopkeepers and merchants, numbering pos-
sibly one-sixth of the population; the men
in the army and navy, aggregating three
hundred thousand in active service; the
aristocracy and men of wealth; and the
poor and unlettered fishermen, scattered in
villages and numbering in all perhaps one
million. In China, among the classes which
have been almost entirely neglected are the
men of wealth and the officials, and to an
even greater extent their wives and children;
the hterati and the modern Government
students, the last two classes notwithstanding
the success which has always rewarded efforts
made on their behalf; the aboriginal tribes,
numbering about six millions ; the boat popu-
lation, numbering millions; the Manchus;
clerks and apprentices in shops; soldiers ;
defectives ; lepers. There is no adequate
excuse for the neglect of se many classes.
The comparatively limited resources of the
missionary societies are no sufficient explana-
tion of the fact that these classes have scarcely
even been touched. A special effort to influence
any one of them would have had its effect,
since experience in different parts of the world
shows that when the Church concentrates
itself on a given class, the effort is as a rule
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productive. It is believed, therefore, that the
reason for the neglect is lack of recognition
of the needs of these classes and of com-
mensurate plans on their behalf.

The plan of the Church should take special
account of the most difficult fields of the
non-Christian world. Whilst it is obviousty
wise to push forward the work along the
lines of least resistance, it is not only bad
policy, but it is disloyalty to the Lord Jesus
Christ, to neglect tlie most dangerous and the
most difficult parts of the non-Christian
world. Tt i1s high time that the Church
deliberately and resolutely attack some of
these hitherto almost impregnable fortresses.
This requires that the plan of the Church
concern itself far more than heretofore with
the reaching of the Mohammedan world.
Moreover, there must be a wise policy of
occupation of fields where the climate is
peculiarly dangerous to foreigners. As the
Rev. A. Taylor of the British and Foreign.
Bible Society has well said, ““ The risks to
be faced and the personal dangers form no
valid reasons for holding back. On the
contrary, such sacrifices as have already
been made have mnot been without their
large effects, and, in addition, the record
of them has been to many zealous souls an
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inspiring call. All possible advantage should
be taken of the experience bought at so great
a cost. Every valley must be exalted and
every mountain and hill laid low, but there
are also waste places—marsh or morass—
through which the highway can only be made
by the sacrifice of lives. The sacrifice must
none the less be made. Policy or plan merely
directs the course of sacrifice; it must be
along the surveyed track. It ceases to be
a waste of life and effort if at last the high-
way is firm under foot.”

These neglected parts are so many and z Adequate
so large that the demands upon the Church ness. O E™
will be far greater than it is immediately
ableadequately to meet. But in spite
of the great need of a speedy advance,
any tendency to hasten over the ground
too quickly must be rigidly checked. The
plan of world evangelisation should be as
adequate in point of thoroughness as it
is in scope. There is no warrant in the
teaching of Christ, nor in the practice of the
early Christian Church, for a superficial pro-
pagation of Christianity. Time will be
gained and victory best ensured by doing
the work in a most thorough manner. We
are not simply to announce a message, but
to make genuine disciples of Christ. There
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could be no more serious danger for the Church
itself than the spreading of an imperfect
type of Christianity, due to ill-considered
and careless plans, and to hasty and imperfect
work in proclaiming, making plain, and en-
forcing the truth of Christ. A distinguished
soldier, who had made a careful study of the
war between Russia and Japan, said, “ This
war has borne into my mind, in a way that
nothing else could have done, the conviction
that nothing but the very best will do.”
How much more true it is that, in the conflict
of Christianity with the non-Christian religions,
the greatest thoroughness in the formation
and execution of plans is required. A review
of the mission fields and methods with a view
to the accomplishment of the world-wide
missionary duty of the Church accentuates
the importance of careful study of the problems
involved in the world’s evangelisation, The
consideration of the historic development
of missions in their extension and method
is the foundation of all wise advance. Such
study of the present problems and of the
historical development of missions is funda-
mental to the wisest and most thorough
planming. The missionary movement to-day,
possibly more than ever before, calls for
thinkers and for missionary statesmen.
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The campaign should also be adequate3 rgtge%“ate
in strategy There are strategic races, nations, (a) Strategic
and regions, the reaching of which for Christ ™**
and the Church will simplify the problem
of reaching peoples elsewhere. The Chinese
race is a good illustration. Its population of
four hundred millions constitutes one-fourth
of the human race. It is located in the zone
of power ““ where man has attained his highest
development physically and mentally.” It
has preserved its integrity through its un-
broken history of four thousand years, and
with that national stability it combines the
characteristics which have marked the great-
est races—industry, frugality, patience, tena
city, great physical and intellectual vigour,
independence, and conservatism. The Chinese
are, moreover, great colonisers, and have
already gone out and established themselves on
all the continents and in many of the Pacific
islands. They have been called the *“ Anglo-
Saxons of the Orient,” and destiny indeed seems
to have fitted them to play as great a part
in the future of the world, as the Anglo-
Saxons have played in the past. In bringing
Christ to this people, therefore, the Church
is not only directly reaching one-third of
the unevangelised population of the world,
but is also indirectly influencing the

E*
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future of Christianity in other parts of the
world. )

Principles There- are a number of principles that

Stratesy.  should govern the strategy of the Church
in determining the order in which it should
concentrate its attention wupon different
fields. In the case of China the prior claim
of the field upon the attention of all Chris-
tians is evident. In other cases, however, it
i1s necessary that the considerations should
be here laid down which should guide when
decision requires to be made. No attempt is
made to give them in the order of their relative
importance, because this must necessarily vary
with each particular case. They are:

(1) Accessibility, openness, and willingness
to attend to the Gospel message. During the
past ten years the peoples of pagan Africa
have been peculiarly ready to listen to the
presentation of the facts and arguments of the
Christian religion.

(2) The responsiveness of the field. Korea
and Manchuria are examples of nations in
which the people of every community show
readiness to yield to the claims of Christ
when He is presented to them.

(8) The presence or concentration of large
numbers of people. Obviously, the Chengtu
plain of the Westernmost province of China,
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with its population of seventeen hundred to the
square mile, or the densely populated valleys
of the Ganges and lower Nile, should receive
attention commensurate with the massing of
the people.

(4) Previous neglect. With a Gospel in-
tended for ali mankind, the policy of the
Church should be influenced by the existence
of any totally unoccupied field, like extensive
tracts of the Sudan.

(5) Conditions of gross ignorance, social
degradation, and spiritual need. Christ came
in a special sense to seek and to save that
which was lost, and the history of the
Christian Church has abundantly shown how
the blessing of God has attended efforts to
reach the most unfortunate and depressed
classes and peoples, such as the Pacific
Islanders, the out-castes of India, the lepers,
and the aboriginal fribes of the East Indies.

(6) As has already been made plain, the
Church, while recognising the importance of
advancing along lines of largest immediate
promise, should, under divine guidance, direct
special attention to the most difficult fields of
the non-Christian world. In the light of this
principle Moslem lands present an irresistible
appeal to the Church.

(7) The prospective power and usefulness
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of a nation as a factor in the establishment
of Christ’s Kingdom in the world, and the
probable weight of its example as an influ-
ence over other nations. Japan is especially
fitted to become in intellectual .and moral
matters, no less than in material civilisation,
the leader of the Orient. This attaches
transcendent importance to its attitude
toward Christianity.

(8) The principle of urgency should as a rule
have the right of way; that is, if there is
an opportunity to reach a people or section
to-day, which in all probability will soon
be gone, the Church should enter the door
at once; for example, if there is a danger
that the field may be pre-occupied by
other religions or by influences adverse to
Christianity. Equatorial Africa in a most
striking degree is just now such a battle-
ground. It is plain to every observer that,
unless Christianity extends its ministry to
the tribes throughout this part of Africa,
the ground will in a short time be occupied
by Mohammedanism.

Findingof ~ Commission I. of the World Missionary
the World ..
Missionary Conference has sought to apply these principles
Conference. 44 the missionary problems of the present day.
The following extract from the Findings which
they submitted to the Conference as the result
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of their deliberations is therefore of great
interest and significance :—

“The Commission would direct attention to the
following fields as of special urgency in respect of the
prosecution of missionary work :— _

« 1. Fields on which the Church as a whole should con-
centrate attention and effort.

“{a) In China there is at this moment a unique oppor-
tunity which is fraught with far-reaching issues for the
future not only of China and of the whole East, but
also of Christendom.

“(b) The threatening advance of Islam in Equatorial
Africa presents to the Church of Christ the decisive
question whether the Dark Continent shall become
Mohammedan or Christian.

“(c) The national and spiritual movements in India,
awakening its ancient peoples to a vivid consciousness
of their needs and possibilities, present a strong
challenge to Christian missions to enlarge and deepen
their work.

“(d) The problems of the Mohammedan World, especi-
ally in the Near East, which, until recently, received
little consideration from the Church at large, have
been lifted unexpectedly into prominence and urgency,
as well as into new relations, by the marvellous changes
which have taken place in Turkey and Persia. One
of the important tasks before the Church at this time
is to deal adequately with these problems.

« 2, Fields which do not claim the attention of the
Church as a whole, but which demand additional effort
on the part of the Societies already in some measure
occupying them.

“In Korea an evangelistic movement extending
rapidly over the land calls for a great strengthening of
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the missionary force, In Japan the mission work which
has been centred in the great towns and among the
higher middle classes requires to be expanded effec-
tively over the country, and among all classes. In
Malaya, Christian missions must strain every nerve to
prevent Islam from gaining the heathen tribes, and to
win them for Christ. Siam and Laos also present an
urgent appeal for an aggressive advance. In Melanesia,
a multitude of tribes in New Guinea and other islands
are opening in quick succession to Christian influences.
In various fields of pagan Africa, the Christian missions
which have been planted are confronted by inunense
opportunities among those who are waiting for Gospel
teaching, but who cannet be reached by the forces now
on the field.

“The rapid disintegration of the animistic and fetish-
istic beliefs of primitive peoples in most of the lands in
the preceding lists presents an important problem.
Most of these peoples will have lost their ancient faiths
within a generation, and will accept that culture-religion
with which they first come in contact. The responsi-
bility of the Church is grave to bring the Gospel to
them quickly, as the only sufficient substitute for their
decaying faiths,”

In view of the present comparatively
limited resources of the Missionary Societies,
many Christian leaders unite in the belief,
not only that the fields emphasised in the
foregoing Finding are of special urgency,
but also that the relative order in which the
Church should concentrate attention upon
them is given in the order of sequence of the
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fields named in the two lists of this Finding.
But the present resources of the Misstonary
Societies are not a measure of the latent resources
of the Church. Such boundless, though as
yet unrealised, resources should not be over-
looked in determining the plan for the evange-
lisation of the world. The following con-
viction, expressed by the Commission at the
end of the second Finding, is based upon this
vital consideration :—

“The enumeration of these fields might seem to
suggest that the Church is not able to deal adequately
and simultaneously with the entire non-Christian world.
But the Commission declines to concede that this is so.
After facing the facts, we share the conviction of the
large majority of our correspondents that the Church
of Christ, if it puts forth its strength, is well able to
carry the Gospel to all these fields immediately. While
we recognise the greater urgency in the case of certain
fields, we find it impossible in the light of the needs of
men, the command of Christ, and the resources of the
Church, to delay giving to any people the opportunity
to learn of Him. The point of chief emphasis is, that
what the Church expects to do anywhere it must do
soon, What is needed is a regular, sustained advance
all along the line, in which all agencies shall be utilised
and multiplied until they are co-extensive with the
need of the entire world.”

An adequate strategy recognises that there (b) strategic

are strategic classes as well as strategic races ((::?sss::dents

and nations, Prominent among these are the



134 An Adequate Plan

students of the non-Christian world. There
are at present over five hundred thousand
students in the Government institutions of
higher learning in Asia alone, and were the
number of students in mission schools and
private institutions added, the total would be
greatly augmented. In addition to these are
large and increasing numbers of students in
Africa and other parts of the non-Christian
world. The German proverb should be borne
in mind, “ What you would put into the
life of a nation, put into its schools.” The
schools, colleges, and universities are training
the leaders of these nations. The teacher and
the scholar wield a larger influence, if that is
possible, in the East than in the West. The
various learned professions are in their hands ;
they are laying the foundations and rearing
the structure of Western civilisation; in
some of these lands they are the dominant
factor in the political life, while in all non-
Christian countries their political influence
is steadily increasing. As already seen, the
influence of Western learning has been in
the direction of undermining the faith of the
student class in the non-Christian religions,
and of breaking up the social and ethical
restraints of the old civilisation. As a result,
the students as a class in many parts of the
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non-Christian world are drifting into agnosti-
cism or indifference concerning religion. On
the other hand, the introductiecn of Western
learning has opened the minds of the students
of Asia and Africa to the religious as well as
the other truth which the West has to bring.
Nothing could be more important, therefore,
from the point of view of successful strategy,
than reaching the student class for Christ.
No part of missionary effort has been more
fruitful, in proportion to the attention and
strength expended upon it, than Christian
work for the educated classes. This is
especially true of those phases of work in
which the Christian students have been orga-
nised to work among their fellow-students.
The commercial classes should receive
larger attention on the part of the mission-
ary movement. One of the most pressing
problems of missions is that of developing
self-supporting Churches, for it is essential
to the wide and permanent extension of
Christianity that the native Church should
be free from dependence on foreign support.
Until it is independent, it will not have the
resources to do extended work among the
people of its own nation, nor will it feel its
full responsibility to do such work. But
if self-support is an essential, special effort
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must be made to win the commercial classes,
since the obtaining of the necessary funds
is largely dependent upon enlisting their
interest, sympathy, and co-operation. It is
oo true that in most mission fields these classes
have hitherto been largely unreached by
missionary effort, but this is for the most
part the fault of the Church and its methods.
It is encouraging to note that wherever the
Church has adapted its methods to reach
these classes, they have been appreciative
and responsive,

In considering the strategy involved in Gii) Lower
enlisting certain classes for the plans of the classes.
Kingdom, the mistake should not be made of
confining attention exclusively to those more
favoured and influential. This would be to
overlook the deep lesson of Christ’s own
practice and the teaching of Church history,
that to make the cause of Christianity
widely persuasive and triumphant in any
country, it must lay strong hold on the lower
classes or masses. The Rev. J. P. Jones,
D.D., of Madura, India, aptly expresses
this truth: “1I believe that the masses and
not the classes should receive cur greatest
care. It is no disgrace to Christianity, indeed
it is its glory, that it has, for the last two
thousand years, first reached and transformed
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the low strata of society, and has passed on
through such to the highest, in its influence
and potency. It is doing the same thing
in India to-day, and its growing influence
over the out-caste is one of the healthful
and sure signs of the ultimate dominance
of our faith in that land. By bringing them
to Christ, the whole fabric of Hindu society
will be undermined and will soon topple
over, and there will be a great ingathering
of the classes of India into the Kingdom of
our Lord.”

From the early days of Christianity, the
Church in its strategy has recognised the
wisdom of concentrating its attention upen
strategic places. Any cause, to possess a
country, must concern itself with the centres
of political, commercial, educational, and
social importance and influence.  Such
stratégy is pre-eminently called for in those
countries of the non-Christian world, such
as China and Japan, which have many
large cities. It would be difficult to
overstate the importance of establishing
Christian forces and institutions in great
strength in a city like Tokyo, which in a
very true sense dominates the Japanese
Empire. A statesmanlike, constructive, and
thoroughly spiritual work in Constantinople
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or Cairo, if in sufficient force, will exert an
influence throughout the vast Mohammedan
world. An impressive object-lesson of what
Christianity can do, if given in gate-
way cities like Shanghai and Bombay,
will affect entire countries. Years ago
the Rev. J. Hudson Taylor, the founder
of the China Inland Mission, worked out
in a masterly way the plan of so locating
the missionary forces as most widely to in-
fluence all China. The following is his own
description of the plan which has, in the main,
been carried out by that Mission: “ All the
operations of the Mission are systematic
and methodical, and in accordance with the
integral parts of one general and comprehensive
plan for the evangelisation of the whole of
China; the aim of the Mission being, not
to secure in a short time the largest number
of converts for the China Inland Mission
from a limited area, but to bring about in
the shortest time the evangelisation of the
whole Empire, regarding it of secondary
importance by whom the sheaves may be
garnered. Thus, in occupying a new province,
the first station, i1f practicable, is opened
in the capital, though it is well known that
this is the most difficult place in the province
in which to gather a church. - The next
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step is, if possible, to opei stations in the
chief prefectures, then in subordinate ones,
leaving, as a rule, places of less importance
to be occupied later on. If the staff thus
needed were concentrated in a country dis-
trict, a large number of converts might be
expected in a few years; but the influence
of these country Christians would not be
likely to extend beyond the boundary of their
own villages. By the afore-mentioned plan,
centres are opened from which the Gospel
may be dlﬂused throughout the whole extent
of a province.”
4- Adequate  In all consideration of missionary strategy,
mmethod one of the questions demanding solution
is that of the proper distribution of the
missionary forces. Strategy concerns itself
not only with the country to be entered and
the forces which oppose, but also with the
forces to be wielded in the campaign and
with the resources at their disposal. The ex-
perience throughout the mission field suggests
certain guiding principles as to how best
to utilise the comparatively insufficient yet
valuable force at the disposal of the Church,
so as to make Christ known to the largest
possible number of people and to build up
strong and enduring Churches,
(1) One- factor in determining the dis-
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tribution of the missionary forces is the
density of the population to be evangelised.
Wherever the population is very sparse, as
among the nomads of Central Asia or in
parts of Africa, there is no need of concentrat-
ing a large number of workers at the mission
stations ; it is more desirable that they
should be distributed over a wide area.
Quite different is the situation in densely
populated countries like Japan and the larger
part of China, where great cities, whose
influence radiates over the surrounding
districts and neighbouring villages, provide
large opportunities for mission work. In
such regions the plan should be to establish
strong stations, adequately manned. Even
in such densely populated districts, however,
missionary leaders have advocated two
different lines of policy. Some have advised
that the mission concentrate its attention
on the building up of the Christian community
which is already under its influence, and on
training native Christian workers in order
to have them do the work of evangelisation
in the outlying regions. This may be described
as the policy of concentration. Other leaders
have advocated that the mission should
direct its efforts mainly fo the surrounding
non-Christian peoples, with the view of
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evangelising the whole region as speedily
as possible, This may be called the policy
of diffusion. These two policies are, however,
not permanently in conflict. One of them
must invariably lead into the other before
any district can be completely evangelised.
The policy of concentration, when effectively
followed, must result in wide evangelisation
by the native workers who have been trained
up for this purpose. On the other hand
the policy of diffusion, if successful in in-
fluencing a large number to become Chris-
tians, makes it important to follow up
the work by instructing the inquirers,
organising the converts into churches, and
training them for Christian service. Which
of the two policies is to be followed first, is
one of the problems which ought to be solved
in any adequate plan.

(2) The temperamental characteristics, the
state of culture, and the religion of the
people to be evangelised, have much to
do with determining the proper distribution
of the forces. It makes a great deal of
difference whether the people are ignorant
and superstitious tribes in the heart of Africa,
or whether they constitute the highly civilised
inhabitants of the more enlightened parts
of the Orient, who may in addition have
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availed themselves of Western education.
The former will not require a missionary
staff as large, or one including as many ex-
perts, as will the latter. The great and highly
organised religions present a stronger re-
sistance than the simpler nature-worship of
barbarous tribes, and they would therefore
require a larger and better-equipped staff
of workers. Perhaps it might be laid down
as an axiom that whatever force is stationed
in a district ought to be of sufficient strength
“and equipment to make itself felt in spite
of all the difficulties.

(8) Another factor which largely influences
the disposition of the forces is the number
and character of the native Christian workers
and the strength of the native Church. As
the native leaders become able to administer
the native Church and care for it spiritually,
the missionaries are relieved of a great
responsibility, and can thus devote themselves
more largely to extending the missionary
movement into unevangelised regions. At
the same time, the .most highly-multiplying
work which the missionary can do, in the
interest of accomplishing the evangelisation
of a country, is that of raising up and train-
ing an adequate staff of native workers, and of
communicating to them the evangelistic spirit.
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(4) Another principle which some missions
are prone to overlook is that of readjusting
the mission forces from time to time in order
better to meet changing conditions. The
present situation in China and Japan, for
example, is entirely different from that which
existed at the time when the missionaries
were obliged to reside in a few city centres,
and concentrate the entire missionary forces
there. When later the revision of the treaties
made it possible for missionaries to reside and
work in the interior, some of the missions
adjusted themselves to the changed conditions,
but since then conditions have very largely
changed again. There is need that the foreign
and native leaders on each mission field
should make a fresh study of the present
distribution of the forces, with a view to
bringing about any further needed adjustments
and enlargements.

Quite as important as the plan, no matter
how well devised, and no matter how great
the forces for carrying it into execution,
is the spirit in which it is conceived and with
which it is carried out. It calls for a spirit
of unwearying patience, of great intensity,
of contagious enthusiasm, of undaunted
heroism, of triumphant faith, and of Christlike
sympathy. Moreover, the hope of real success
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in taking the Gospel to all the non-Christian
world in our day is in a campaign characterised
by the spirit of unity. God is unmistakably
summoning the missionary forces of the
Church, both at home and abroad, to a larger
and truer unity. It would seem that at such
a time of opportunity and crisis as the present,
the overlapping, friction, and waste resulting
from the lack of unity are nothing less than
grievously sinful. Much can and ought to
be done to avoid such overlapping, which
is evidenced not only in establishing missjon
stations in the same neighbourhood, but also
in duplicating different branches of work,
such as colleges, hospitals, and mission
printing-presses. It may be that this will
involve apparent sacrifice, some uprooting
and transplanting, and much mutual con-
sideration on the part of different missionary
societies working in the same field, but this
should not be allowed to interfere with
greater efficiency. It is believed by students
of the missionary problem that a compre-
hensive plan of co-operation in the missionary
work of the various Christian communions,
entered into and carried out in a realising
sense of our oneness in Christ, would be the
equivalent of doubling the missionary forces.
The Commission on Co-operation and the
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Promotion of Unity, in their Report to the
World Missionary Conference, voiced the
convictions of a large and rapidly increasing
number of Christians throughout the world,
both as to the urgent necessity of such a
unity and as to the real secret of realising it.
*“ The time is short; the day of our oppor-
tunity is limited. These intellectual, moral,
and social revolutions are taking place with
unprecedented rapidity. And it is more than
ever incumbent on the Christian Church to
reglise its responsibility to carry the Gospel
to the lands which are now open to receive
it, and to guide the awakening nations to
God in Christ. For the accomplishment of
this overwhelming task it seems essential
that the Christian Church should present
a united front. Its divisions are a source
of weakness, and impair the effectiveness
of its testimony to the one Gospel of the Son
of God which it professes. The issues are
so great that there can be no trifling in the
“matter. The evangelisation of nations, the
Christianising of empires and kingdoms, is
the object before us. The work has to be
done now. It is urgent, and must be pressed
forward at once. The enterprise calls for
the highest quality of statesmanship, and for
the maximum of efficiency in all departments
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of the work. It is not surprising that those
w