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PREFACE -

THE PROPOSAL to write this book was first discussed at the
Ecumenical Study Conference for East Asia, held at Lucknow,
India, in December 1952. The plan approved by the Confer-
ence was to issue an interpretative volume on ‘‘Christianity and
the Asian Revolution” in preparation for the Second Assembly
of the World Council of Churches. It was agreed that Christians
in Asia should contribute articles to this volume, and- that it
should be edited by the undersigned in his capacity as the Joint
Secretary for East Asia of the International Mlssmnary Council
and the World Council of Churches.

In using the term ‘Asian Revolution’, we have had in mind
much more than the political changes in East Asia during the
past twenty-five years. Revolutionary developments have
affected every aspect of Asian society. Political, economic,
social and ideological changes are discussed in the first section
of the book.. One of the most significant developments has been
the. resurgence of ancient religions and the cultures associated
‘with them, and section two of the book deals with this
resurgence. Our aim in general has been to portray and
interpret briefly the total environment in which the Asian
churches are called upon today to work and Witness for their
Lord.

The term ‘East Asia’ has been used in a limited sense. The
area we cover in this book includes what are commonly known
as South Asia (Pakistan, India, Nepal, Ceylon and Burma),
South-East Asia (Malaya, Thailand, Indo-China, Indonesia,
the Philippines and British Borneo) and the Far East (China,
Hong Kong, Taiwan, Korea and Japan). We have employed
the term ‘East Asia’ to refer to this total area. For the sake
of convernience we have also on occasion used the words ‘Asia’
and ‘Asian’, but again only with reference to this area. The
countries of the Middle East, from Iran to Turkey, and the
Asian regions of the U.S.S.R. fall outside the scope of this book.

We are conscious of much that is inadequate in these pages.
We have had no direct contact with the churches in China and
North Korea, and our discussion of these countries is based
necessarily on second-hand information. Eventsin East Asiaare
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moving so rapidly that even the most up-to-date interpretations
may not give a true picture. There is an obvious need for much
more research in the field of resurgent religions, especially since
most contemporary religious literature is in the vernacular lan-
guages. We have been able to give little more than a bird’s-eye
view.of the churches and their problems Also; the statement
in the fourth section of the book is in no sense an afficial message
from the churches. It is based on statements received from
many of the National Christian Councils in East.Asia, but the
writing was done by a small group of churchmen from India,
Burma, and Ceylon. Desplte these limitations we helieve that
this book is a first step in the nght direction, and we hope that
it will stimulate the churches in East Asia to undertake: further
study along these lines. ,
We are grateful that this has been, in the fullest sense, a
joint enterprise. Several chapters have been prepared by two
or more people. Each chapter has been scrutinized by several
friends. In addition, there are many who have supplied articles,
newspaper clippings and other information, all of which have
been of the utmost value. A full list of contributors is given
before each section. 'The Editor’s thanks are due to them, and
pamcularly to his colleague, James P. Alter, for his invaluable
help.. Thanks are also due to the Study Department of the World
Council of Churches which raised the necessary funds to cover
the expenses of the preliminary studies and the cost of the pub-
hcatxon of this book.

RAJAH B. MaANIRAM
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EAST ASIA

AREA AND POPULATION TABLE

Area Chnstzan Populatwn
Cou Square Population
ey (u?iles) o Roman Catholic Pr %::;la:)r:itoaxnd
1. Pakistan’ 365907} 75687000 | 330,000 [ i 275000
1)51 census) | (1953 estimate) | (1953 estimate)
a..India 1,138,814 362,000,000 4,500,000 4,500,000
o (1951 census) (1953 estimate) (1953 estimate)
3. Nepal 54,000 7,000,000 - -
; (1951 estimate) o
4.' Ceylon ‘ 25,332 8,123,000 610,000 105,000
. I (1953 estimate) | (1953 estimate) | (1953 estimate)
5., Burma { 261,749 ): . - 18,674,000 128,000 {- 7. 472,000
(1951 estimate) { (1951 estimate) | (1951 estimate)
6. Federation 50,680 5,337,000
of Malaya (1951 estimate) 86,000 48,000
Singapore 220 1,042,000 | (1951 estimate) | (1951 estimate)
. |(1951 estimate)I
7. Thailand 198,272 ‘18,836,000 50,000 20,000
(1951 estimate) | (1951 estimate) | (1951 estimate)
8. Indo-China |- 285,794| . 29,000,000 2,000,000 50,000
- o (1952 estimate) | (1952 estimate) (1952 estimate)
9. Indonesia 583,479 78,000,000 | 750,000 2,500,000
o (1950 estimate). | (1950 estimate) | (1950 estimate)
10. ‘Bfitish 78,684 953,000 ? ?
. Borneo (19571 estimate) '
11. China = * 3,863,050 483,870,000 3,173,000 - 1,402,000
KPR | ] (1950 estimate) | (1946 estimate) | (1049 estimate)
12. Taiwan i 13,906 10,000,000 21,000 65,000
(Formosa) (1953 estimate) | (1950 estimate) | (1950 estimate)
13. Hong Kong 391 2,300,000 ? ?
i (1950 estimate)
14 Philippines | 115,600 20,946,000 116,000,000 2,230,000
Lok (1951 estimate) {(1951 estimate) | (1951 estimate)
15. Korea 85,225 30,000,000 200,000 -~ 800,000
. i (1952 estimate) | (1952 estimate) | (1952 estimate)
16.- Japan | 146,600 " 85,500,000 142,000 267,000
L l (1952 estimate) (1952 esnmate) (1952 estimate)
Population totals
(approximate) 28,020,000 12,734,000

1,230,000,000

Note :—The ﬁguresﬁwm this table have beenitornpyled from the Worlg

Cheistian  Handbook.
Britannica.

‘Statesman’s

Yearbook an

" the Encyclopaed;,



SECTION 1
THE SOCIAL REVOLUTION IN
EAST ASIA



EDITORIAL NOTE

Eaca of the chapters in this section is the result of the
joint efforts of two or more persons. Articles and other
information were received from some twenty people in ten
different countries of East Asia.

The following persons prepared the first drafts of the
various chapters :—

Professor S. P. Adinarayan, Madras Christian College,
Tambaram, India;

The Rev. James P. Alter, Secretary, Study Department of
the World Council of Churches, Landour, Mussoorie,
India; :

The Rev. C. Arangaden, Director, Christian Institute for
the Study of Society, Bangalore, India;

The Rev. Celestine Fernando, Church of Ceylon,
Angulana, Ceylon.

The persons listed below contributed articles, newspaper
clippings and other information :— : o
The Rev. J. R. Fleming, Secretary, Malayan Christian
Council, Singapore; :
The Rev. S. H. Franklin Jr., Union Theological Semi-
nary, Tokyo, Japan;
Professor Jorge G. Masa, Union Theological Seminary,
Manila, Philippines 3
Professor Gan Sakakibara, Aoyama Gakuin Daigaku,
Tokyo, Japan;
Professor F. S. Thakur Das, Indore Christian College,
Indore, India.

It has been extremely difficult to obtain accurate statistics
for many of the countries of East Asia. In some, no official
census. has been taken for more than twenty years. Information
on health, education, social service, etc., is bound to be
often inadequate. Wherever possible, we have drawn upon
information supplied by npational governments and United
Nations agencies, but we cannot guarantee the complete
accuracy of the statistics given in the various chapters.

R. B. M.



CHAPTER- 1

WHAT IS THE ASIAN REVOLUTION?

MoRE THAN half the world’s ‘population, living in the'vast area’
between Karachi and Tokyo, is today involved in 2 major social-
revolution. Probably the greatest single development of the
twentieth century, this revolution has broken the hold of the-
West over the countries of Asia and is now rapidly changing the
political, economic and social conditions within these lands.
Theonly possible parallels are the French and Russian revolutions,
and even they are dwarfed in comparison with the changes in
Asia. Never ‘before have’so many millions of people taken part
in such a rapid and radical social upheaval. '

Are we justified in calling this a revolution? Wonld not the
term ‘emergence’ or ‘awakening’ describe it more accurately?
The answer to these questions is obvious if we consider how
fundamental and far-reaching the changes have been. Half a
century ago only a handful of forelgn troops was required to
suppress the' Boxer tebellion and impose Western terms on China.
Today the armies of sixteen nations, including some of the most
powerful in the world, have been stalemated in Korea by the
hew Chmé;e army. In 1943 Winston Churchill proclaimed,
with all the eloquence at his command: “I did not become His
Majesty’s Prime Minister to preside over the liquidation of the
British- Empire. & Today India, Pakistan, Burma, Ceylon,
Indonesia and’ the Philippines -are independent nations. * In
recent years the white man -had a “privileged position in -Asia,
and many -fashiomable clubs' were reserved -exclusively for
Europeans. Today the theory - of - white ‘racial- supenonty is
thoroughly discredited,” and- Europeans are ‘welcome in most of
Asiaonly as-friends and” equals. * Only -seven years ago many
Indian-Princes still held autocrati¢c power over their sub_]ects
Since 1947 their territories have been merged into the various
States which comprise the new Indian Union, and their autho:
ritatrian rule has been-replaced: by government through ministries
elected by-the people: -

- Have we the right, -however, to speak of an Asian- revolutlon?
Ca_n we ‘think-of East Asia—with its hundreds of languages, its
twelve or more nationalities, its bewildering variety of religions,
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customs and traditions—as being in any sense a social unit?
It is true that these diversities exist, even within countries which
have a strong national consciousness. A Muslim from North
India differs as much from a South Indian Hindu—in religion,
culture, complexion, language and food habits—as does a Swede
from an Italian. It is also true that until very recently the
educated citizen of Japan or the Philippines or any other Asian
country could be expected to know far more about Europe or
America than he did about the rest of Asia. In India, for ins-
tance, an Englishman or an American was a common sight, while
a Japanese or a Chinese was an object of curiosity. But today
thereis a growing consciousness that the countries of Asia, despite
their diversities, have much in common. It is now recogmzed
that for more than two thousand years there has been an inter-
penetration of religious and cultural influences. Hinayana Bud-
dhism, for instance, has deeply influenced Burma, Thailand and
parts of Indo-China, while Mahayana Buddhism has spread over
large areas of China and Japan. Both Hinduism and Islam have
been forces in Indonesia. Economically also, the Asian countries
have much in common. ‘Most of their peoples produce rice by
irrigation and use the buffalo and the bullock as draught animals.
During the past fifty years there has been a growing sense of
unity in relation to the West. Even those who resisted Japanese
imperialism could not but be impressed by the slogan ‘Asia
for the Asians’. This sense of unity has become stronger since
the close of World War II. When early in 1947 Jawaharlal
Nehru convened an Asian conference at New Delhi, one of its
major actions was to support the Indonesian struggle for inde-
pendence. The exchange of cultural missions between various
countries, the common concern about ‘coptinuing colonialism’,
the united stand taken by many Asian members of the United
Nations, and the development of Asian Communist and, Socialist
groups—-all of these point to the growing sdf-cqnsmousness of
East Asia as a region with common problems and aspirations.

Asia, and the West

The Asian revolution can be interpreted as the outcome of
450 years of European expansion and colopial demination. It
is both a reaction against the West and an appropriation of many
Western features. Imperialism was all long resentgd by the
peoples of Asia; yet during the centuries of foreign domination



WHAT 1S THE ASIAN REVOLUTION ? 5

they- acquired many new attitudes and techmques from their
rulérs. The growing struggle against Western exploitation became
associated . increasingly with the desire that Asia secure the
miterial and social advantagbs which the West so highly
ptized.

The revolt against Western political dommatmn is the most
obvious, though not riecessatily the most impottant aspect of
the revolution. ‘During the nineteenth century there were
unsuccessful attempts, notably that in India in 1857, to over-
throw the colonial powers. The Boxer Rebellion of 1900, 'and
more especially the Japanesé victory over Russia in 1905, gave
new impetus to nationalist movements. The desire for freedom
and self-respect grew rapidly, especially among the educated
city-dwellers. (In this connection it is important to note that
nationalism in East Asia today is not the product of inter-
racial or inter-state conflicts, as it was in European countries a
century ago, but has arisen largely in opposition to colonial
rule.) By the close of World War II this phase of the revolution
was almost complete: what remains of European colonialism in
Asia ‘is today on the defensive and rapidly disappearing.

The Asian revolution is also' a reaction against Western
economic - exploitation.. It ‘is- well known that the European
tradef preceded the European soldier and politician, and that it
was the European business concerns which most vigorously
urged the spread of colonial rule. As the industrial revolution
grew in strength throughout the’ countries of Europe, so also
grew the need for raw materials and for large markets which would
purchase the finished products of European industry. This
explains the colonial policy of preventing or limiting industrial
development in-subject countries. It also helps to explain why
Japan, with its stoutly-maintained political independence, was
able to become within a few years the leading industrial nation
of Asia and a formidable competitor of Europe and America.
Many of the strongest supporters of the ‘movements for
national independence were Asian businessmen, as is illustra-
ted by the large contributions which Birla, the Indian
industrialist, gave t6 Gandhi and the National Congress. There
is some truth in the Marxist analysis that what has taken
place in Asia has been mainly a national bourgeois revolution, a
revolt of brown and yellow against white capitalism.

The Asian revolution is also a reaction against Western theories
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and practice of racial superiority. Despite many improvements
in recent. years, . the current of hatred and susp1c1on still runs
very deep. It is well to remember that thg race problem’ as
wé know it today is a relatively recent phenomenon, arising out
of the relatiohships between the ruling peoples of European otigin
and the subject peoples of Asia and Africa. : From the middle
of the nineteenth céntury onwards, theories of racial superiority
were used increasingly by:Europeans to justify their political
and economic exploitation -The revolt :against. these theories
‘and practices- springs from' countless humnhat.mg experiences
-which have been the lot of many. Asians. . The majority of them
now feel that the tables have been turped. Inpstead of Asia
being ‘the white man’s burden’, the white man—with his stub-
bérn. racial prejudices and reluctance to grant social and econo-
‘mic equality to others—has become a chafing burden on Asia
and Africa. Cot

' The Asian revolutionis also areagtion agams}:,Western cultural
domination. This is seen most notably in the resurgence of
ancient religions (a development which will, be discussed at
length in the second section of this book)-and the cultures
associated with them. The European impact on Asia was not
limited to political and economic spheres.. : It was, evident also
in education (higher education in colonial countries was glways
imparted in the language of the ruling power), in dress, social
customs and religion. The educated Asian was often a slavish
‘imitator of English, French, Dutch or American ways, - He came
to despisé his own cultural heritage and to adopt Western standards
of art, literature and music. The reaction agaipst this has been
very strong in recent years. . Asian artists, musicians and writess,
such as Rabindranath Tagore of Bengal, led the cultural renais-
sance. This. was closely. associated with both the .growing
nationalist feeling and the resurgence of ancient teligions. For
Asian culture has always been deeply religious, and those who
sought to revive national culture found that they must also
reassért the claims of hereditary faiths. This religious resurgence
was quickened by the spectacle of a-growing materialism in the
West, and by the failure of Western leaders to prevent the two
world wars. Some Asian leaders feel that-Western religions are
now thOroughly discredited, and that the only hope forthe world
lies in the. reassert1on of the qpmtualwalues and prac!;lges of
the East, ; P
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Yet the Asian revolution cannot be described merely as a
reaction against the West. Tt is:due also'in very large measure
to the apprapriation by Asians of attitudes, ideals and techniques
from Europe and America. Some of these came to Asia through
the political institutions created by the colonial powers, institutions
which replaced the arbitrary rule of hereditary kings and chieftains
by the rule of law. ~Some came through higher education and
Jiterature which were excellent media for transmitting scientific
knowledge, rationalism and democratic social ideals, Educated
Asians, westernized in outlook, still form only a small proportion
of the total population. Yet they wield a tremendous influence
over the masses in East Asia. Many nationalist leaders, especially
in the British colonies, were nurtured on the writings of Milton,
Burke, Rousseau and John Stuart Mill. As the Americag
colonists revolted in the name of English justice against British
rule, so Asians, in the name of political and social doctrines which
originated in large part in Europe and America, revolted against
European colonialism. Christian missions, with their care for
the depressed and outcaste in all countries, have witnessed to
the supreme worth of each person, and profoundly influenced
leaders such as Gandhi. = The introduction of Western industry
and technology has brought about major economic and social
changes. The representatives of revolutionary movements, chiefly
democratic Socialism and Commumsm, have introduced a new
analys1s of social order .and a pass1on for social and ecanomic
Justlce. All of these ‘western-imports’ have helped to shape the
positive content of, and give direction to the Asian revolution;

Towards the Transformation of Asian Society
- It is impossible to understand the vast upheaval in Asia today
unless one sees it as a social revolution affecting every aspect of
society—political, economic, cultural and religious. The struggle
against Western imperialism is but one of its many aspects.
It expresses itself also in the growing industrialization of Asia,
in the efforts to abolish feudal land systems, in the growth of
large cities and the disintegration of village communities, in the
removal of social inequalities, and in the growth.of new convictions
about the nature of the universe and the meaning of human life.
At the risk of over-simplification we may say that this social
revolution has three mgjor aims—political freedom, economic
justice and social equality. By political freedom is meant some-
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thing far more than national independence. -For many ‘Asians it
includes all that is understood in the West as ¢ivil liberties and
human rights. It is the freedom for each person to take his or
her own share in determining both who shall have political power
and to what ends that power shall be used. "Progtess towards
this goal is still seriously hampered by such forces as poverty,
illiteracy, traditional authoritarianism (caste; 'the joint family
system, etc.) and the opposition of reactionary groups. But the
constitutions of such countries as Japan, the Philippines, Indonesia
and India show that the goal has been generally accepted. © The
Pantja Sila—the five principles of the Indonesian Republic—
include belief in humanity and democracy, while the preamble
to the constitution of India states the resolve to secure to- all
cmzens“hberty of thought, expression, belief, faith and worship”’.
The aim of economic and social justice cannot be so easﬂy
defined nor so quickly attained. But the desire for justice is
perhaps the strongest single force in the revolution. It is easy
to see why this is so. For centuries Asia has been the home
of great'wealth and even greater poverty, ‘and conditiéns remain
as bad in most countries today. Feudal systems of land,tenure
force the tenants to give as much as one-half or two-thirds “of
their crops in the form of rent to governments or landlords.
Asian capitalism has many of the bad features of its sister in the
West, and usually few of the good. In the large industrial
cities of Asia the factory managers often earn Rs. 2,000 or more
per ‘month, and live in houses which any European would
prize, while the majority of workers earn less than Rs. 6o per
month and live in slums.where the filth and degradation are
beyond description. (A typical workers’ quarter in the Indian
city of Kanpur consists of an open courtyard surrounded by
fifteen or twenty small huts, each housing six to ten pedple,
one water tap and an open drain to serve as latrine. Le3§ than
half a mile away are the’ palatial dwelhngs of mill owhers.) In
the face of such glaring contrasts thete is a rising tide of dis-
content and organized pressureto change the econortic and social
order. 'This finds expression in labour movéments ‘and
revolutlonary pohtlcal parties. All enlightened public opinion is
agreed that a major responsibility rests on 'the state so to direct
the economiic order that (in the words of the Indian constitution)
“the ownership and control of the material resources of the
community are so distributed as best to subserve the common
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good; and that the operation of the econpmic system does not
result in the concentration of wealth and means of production
to ‘the common detriment”. The principle of a social welfare
state has been accepted by practically every couhtry of Asia,
and many are now engaged in national programmes of land
reform, industrialization and rural development,

The desire for social equality is also a dominant theme -of
the revolution, especially in -those Gountries with sharp class
and ‘caste divisions. India has doubtless had ‘the wofst ‘record
in this respect, but there has been a good deal of progress in
recent years. Untouchability (the most repugnant productrof
the caste system) has been abolished by law, and new opportunities
are being given to those from the so-called ‘depressed classes’.
Recently a bill was introduced in “the Indian Parliament to
implement the constitutional provisions-against untouchability.,
But social prejudice is stubborn and long-lived, and it will tike
many years to change the deep-set attitudes of those who regard
themselves as divinely ordained to a superior role in society.

Underlying the political, economic and social developments
are fundamental changes in beliefs and attitudes. :One of these
is the rapid growth of secularism, espectally-among those who
have received a Western type of education. Net many of these
have openly rejected their hereditary faiths, but their working
creed is for the most-part a scientific humanism which sits lightly
to the social and cultural claims of religion. -Among them are
found the keenest proponénts of secular democracy and the
social welfarestate. Anothermajor development is the emergence
of a new sense of hope in social progress. This is found not
only among the secularists but also among many who still treasure
their religious heritage. The old fatalistic doctrines of karma
and kismet are gradually losing their hold. Men and women
whose grandparents were taught to accept social inequality,
poverty and disease as the will of the gods, are now convinced
that these can be conquered by concerted human effort. Asso-
ciated with these developments is the growing acceptance of
new ideals of justice and equality based on an appreciation of the
value of the individual person as opposed to the claims of the
social group.

It is difficult to assess the strength of these ‘spiritual’ move-
ments or to predict how permanent they will be. But there can
- be no doubt that they have served in large measure as the driving
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force of the revolution. Throughout the Qrient today there is
a quickened sense of human dignity and historical mission. The
submerged peoples of Asia have now been caught up in that
vast struggle for human freedom which first broke, out in Europe
at the time of the Renaissance and Reformatign,,

Cross Currents of the Revolution

Despite what has been said about the nature and aims of
the social revolution it must-be admitted that there is no clear
and certain direction of events in Asia today. Confusion and
apparent contradictions are evident, both within various countries
and in their relationships to one another. One obvious cause is
the wide variety of customs, traditions and social patterns,
Another is the fact that some countries (China and Thailand,
for instance) have never been under direct ‘colonial rule, while
others have only recently gained their. independence after three
or four centuries of political bondage. In addition to these
obvious differences, there are four major problems which confront
all of the countries in East Asia and make any prediction of their
future extremely uncertain.

'The first problemis the unresolved tension between tradltlonal
attitudes and customs and those which have been adopted from
the West. It is a common saying that the educated Asian lives
in two worlds: the old and the new exist in confusion without
being harmonized or reconciled. What is true of the individual
is even more true of the nation ? Political leaders cannot dis-
-regard either the rationalists who wish to make a clean sweep
.of superstition, social prejudice and religious taboos, or the
‘traditionalists, many. of whom fear change and:clamour for a
revival of the old religious and cultural patterns. Mr, K. P.
Landon gives the following analysis of this situation:—

“The people of South-East Asia are caught between two
stepping stones which are so far apart that there is some
doubt whether they will be able to complete the  transition
smoothly. There is a very real possibility that in the
attempt, either the foot which rests on the foundations of
the past or the foot which rests on the foundation of the
future will slip and let them down between the two. If
such asad event should occur, there is no question in my mind
that they will arise in midstream and ascend, however pain-
fully, onto the foundations of the future. . ... A _people
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‘who produced Borobudur and Angker when inspired, can
rise to great heights agaln when the spirit stirs within
them,”?

- Another problem is the possible growth of natlonal nvalanes.
.In South and South-East Asia the national movements have so
far been directed almost entirely against Western dpmination,
and, with the exception of the Indo-Pakistan tension, there has
‘been relatively little competition or conflict between the newly-
independent countries. This nationalism has by definition
‘been anti-imperialistic, and all its responsible leaders sincerely
‘hope that it will remain so. Yet the recent history of Japan
is a warning that nationalism, in Asia as much as in the rest of
the world, can become imperialism. A potential source of inter-
national rivalry is the presence of large, unassimilated ethnic
minorities in many Asian countries. The Indians in Ceylon,
Burma and Malaya, and the Chinese in Thailand, the Philippines, -
‘Malaya and Indonesia constitute foreign enclaves with separate
languages and customs. It will require wisdom and tact on the
part-of all concerned to prevent these from becoming centres of
‘constant friction and discord.

The' third major problem is the clash of rival 1deolog1es
There is virtual unanimity as te the need for state direction of
economic and social life, but there is often radical disagreement
as to social objectives and the amount of power which the state
should possess. Western political ideologies—Liberal Demo-
cracy, Communism, Socialism and (to a limited extent) Fascism—
are in open competition with one another and with religious
nationalism. The latter, which is very strong in the countries
of South and South-East Asia, is opposed not only to foreign
domination and foreign religions but also to political movements
which it considers to be of foreign origin. With the exception
of China, no country has chosen one of these ideologies to the
exclusion of the others. In some cases political parties have
sought to combine two or more ideologies. The working creed
of many Asian leaders is*a fervent nationalism overlaid with
elements of Liberal Democracy and Socialism. This apparently
explosive mixture has so far remained fairly stable and effective,
and it may prove to be a practical alternative to Communism.

The greatest source of uncertainty in the development of

* South-East Asia, p. 203.
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Asian affairs is the global struggle between the Communist coun-
tries and those which are committed to opposing Communist
expansion. Since 1946 Asia has been the scene of a civil war
(in""China), a major international conflict' (in Korea), and two
less important but costly struggles (in Malaya and Indo-China).
With a few outstanding exceptions all Asian countries wish to
stay outside this conflict. They fear that joining one side or
the other will mean both the loss of theirhard-wonindependence
and an end to the programmes of economic and social recon-
struction on which they have embarked. This policy of non-
involvement has a fair chance of success only so long as the
mxhtary conflict remains confined to its present limits.

~During the past four centuries Asia has lived in the back-
waters of world events. Her countries, isolated from one another
and relatively powerless, have been at the mercy of European
and American politics. Today Asia is in the main stream, and -
she is conscious of a new unity and stremgth. Her leaders
recognize that Asia’s future is bound up with the future -of the
rest of the world, and they are determined that she play her-full
role in deciding what that future shall be, It is imperative that
Europe and America ‘appreciate fully the strength of this deter-
mination, and wholeheartedly accept Asia as an equal and
colleague in meeting the problems which confront the world. -



CHAPTER It
THE POLITICAL SITUATION

I7 18 not our purpose in this and the following chapters to present
a detailed account of political, economic and social changes in
East Asia today. This information may be obtained from any
of the scores of books which have been written durmg the past
few years by Western and Asian scholars. Our aim is rather
to sketch in outline the major developments and to point out
some of the problems and opportunities whlch these present to
the Church.

Independence: Problems and Achievements

The major political development since the end of World
War II has been the attainment of national independence by
Pakistan, India, Ceylon, Burma, Indonesia and the Philippines.
The magnitude of this change may be seen from the fact that the
combined population of these countries is something over 570
millions. The Philippines became independent in 1946, India
and Pakistan in 1947, Ceylon and Burma in 1948, and Indonesia
in 1949. One very significant fact is that, with the exception
of Indonesia, the struggle for national freedom was carried
through to a successful conclusion in each country without
resort to military action. As a result there has been, again with
the exception of Indonesia, a surprisingly cordial relationship
between each country and the colonial power which formerly
ruled it. 'The Philippines is one of America’s closest allies in
Asia, while Pakistan, India and Ceylon are members of the
Commonwealth of Nations. Another fact of great importance
is that each of these countries has voluntarily chosen a con-
stitutional form of government, d.rawmg heavily on the European
and American heritage of political democracy.

However, in each of these newly-mdependent countries,
there are many difficult and baffling political problems. Chief
among these is the lack of strong national solidarity. Natjon-
alism, which was nurtured on opposmon to foreign rule, has
proved incapable by itself of giving the direction and motivation
needed for the arduous task of social reconstruction, and of
welding together the diverse elements in each country. India,
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with an area and a population roughly equal to those of Europe
(excluding Russia), is troubled with regional loyalties, with the
problem of establishing one national language and with religious
tensions. Pakistan, the one country in Asia. whose national
existence depends upon religious sentiment, is split into two
sections a thousand miles apart and is struggling to overcome
the difficulties caused by differences in language and culture.
In Ceylon there is 4 growing tension between the Tamil-speaking
minority and the Singhalese majority. The Government of
Burma has since 1948 been fighting against Karen tribes who wish
to form an autonomous state, as well as against Communist
guerrillas. Indonesia is plagued with armed bands—some Com-
- munist, someled by the Daru’] Islam (a fanatical Muslim nation-
alist group) and some merely out for adventure and loot. The
Philippines has its own version of Communist opposition. in
the Huk movement.

There is also a serious problem arising from the lack of 2
sufficient number of trained and reliable administrators.  Until
very recently most of the top administrative posts were open
only to Europeans, with the result that since independence heavy
responsibilities have been thrust onto men and women who were
in many instances inexperjenced and ill-trained. Some of them
have done remarkably well, but on the whole there has been a
marked decline in the standard of administration. Responsible
leaders are keenly aware of this problem, as is shown in the
following statement in the Five “Year Plan of the Government of
India. ‘“The decline in the standards of administration which
has takén place in recent years points to-the urgent need for
administrative teforms. ‘To.some extent the fall in efficiency is
owmg to the fact ‘that the strength of experienced’ personnel
in ‘the public services has' everywhete been - -depleted, ‘while the
work fallirig on the administration has éonslderably ncreased:
The-growth in the responsibilities of  Governtrient and in-the
expectations held by the. people do,liowever, demand’ m'apxd
improvement in the ‘quality of the admxmstraﬁon and 1n the
service which it renders to the community.”* " .~

" Widesptread corruption in the pubhc services is another -major
problem facing each of these countries. " ‘This is partly the result

' of War-tll'ne cmdmcfis“ - In the ceuntries occupledby I aparf-—

1 Fifst' Five Year Plan (People’s Ed‘iti'on), New Delhi, 1953, P. 54.