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PREFACE

Tris sketch of the past history ol the Bir-
mingham Auxiliary is a contribution to the
Centenary Celebrations which will take place
in the avtumn of this year.

In a macter dealing with races and peoples
a century is comparatively a short span,  The
past centary has been one hurgely of beginnings,
of the laying of foundations. Grear responsi-
bilities will atend che raising of the super-
strucrures which will be increasingly the work
of the coming years.

While, therefore, to those who have had
some share in the past, chis “ Story " will awaken
stcred and gracions memories, it is earnestly
hoped it will prove a stmulus to these upon
whom the fuwre ‘will lay its consecrating
hands ".

Cerrain difficuldes in the compilation of this
sketch have arisen through the failure to trace
documents dealing with the work of the Auxiliary
previous to the year 185s; and the wsk for
that period would have been almast hopeless

buc for the valuable informartion obtained from
AL
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the Birmingham Reference Library, whose local
collection is @ noble nibute o the catholicity,
patience, and local patriotism of those responsible
for it.

It is 2 pleasant duty to express my warm
thanks to the officials of the B.M.S, in London
for their answers to varions queries confirming
doubttul points and for their Joan of blocks for
several illustratons; to Mr. A. Caulkin, the
local Treasurer, who compiled the list of offerings
through the century, as set ont in Appendix IV,
and whose intimatc and personal knowledge of
the history of the Auxiliary has been available
at all times; w Mr. J. W. Preston, who gener-
ously concributed the resules of various inquiries
he had previously made; and not least to my
friend, Miss V. Bridgewater, who kindly typed
the manuscript and prepared it for the press.

The result is a chapter of lacal history, quiet
and vnobtrusive for the most part, bur full of
vivid inrerest for those who believe that not
even 2 busy manufacturing communicy like ours
can live by bread alone.

W. FINNEMORE.

Fuly, 1923
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INTRODUCTORY

Twue Birmingham Auxiliury of the Baptist
Missionury Society was formed on Tucsday,
Scprember 2, 1823, Tt has carried on its work
with increasing success, and without a break
vatil this, its centenary year.

It must not, however, be supposed that the
year 1823 saw the beginning of Missionary
cflort among local Baptists. Birmingham occu-
pies an honourable place in the earliest move-
ment ont of which modern missionary societies
emerged.  Nor has there been any interval
from 1702 to 1923 during which there was any
cessation of these activities. A brief outline of
what happened before 7823 is necessary, there-
fore, as an incroduction to the record of the
present Birmingham Auxiliary.



CHAPTER 1
1792—1823

Taree Midland towns occupy the
foremost place in the founding of
the Baptist Missionary Society—
Nottingham, Kettering, Birmingham. At Not-
tingham, in May 17792, was preached the sermon
that made the unanswerable appeal; in che
following October at Kettering the B.M.S. was
formed by a tiny handful of men; and the
following week at Birmingham, in Cannon Strect
Chapel, was formed the first Auxiliary Socicty,
and the first church collection was raken.

But Birmingham's contribution to the move-
ment goes further back than this. In 1785
1 young man of 2y, who fiad recently been
called to be pastor of a small country church
with a stipend of £15 a year, came to Birming-
ham seeking help for the repair of his little
chapel.  Among others he called upon 2 mer-
chant in Livery Streer, and there ensued what
can only be described as an epoch-making con-
versation,

The Birmingham merchant was one Thomas

Cuarey in
Bivminghani.
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Potts, 2 member of cthe Baptist Church in Cannon
Street.  The country church for which the
young pastor was begging was at Moulton, in
Northamptonshire, and the young man was
none other than William Carey himself, In
Thomas Potes, Carey found a kindred spirit.
From the needs of Moulton the talk spread in
widening circles until the whole world was
included, and Carey was pressing home upon
his listener the duty of the Christian Church to
cvangelize the heathen. TIn the Annual Report
of this Auxiliary for 1891 is printed what pur-
ports to be

Av OLp BinmingHam DiaLogus,

Mr. Ports: Pray, friend Carey, what is it that you
have got into your head about missions? 1 under-
stand you introduce the subject on all occasions.

Mr. Carey: Why, 1 think, Sir, it is highly important
that something should be done for the heathen.

My, Porgs: But how can it be done, and who will
doit?

Mr. Carey: Why, if you ask who, [ have made up my
mind, if a few friends can be tound who will send
me out, and support me for twelve months after
my arrival, [ will engage to go wherever Providence
shal) open a door.

Mr, Porzs: But where would you go? Have you
thought of that, friend Carey?

Afr. Carey: Yes, | certainly have, Were 1 to follow
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my inclination, and had the means 2t command,
the isjands of the South Seas would be the scene of
my labours, and I would commence at Otaheite.
If any society will send me out, and land me there,
and allow me the means of subsistence for onc
year, I am rcady and willing to go.

Mr. Potts: Why, fricnd Carey, the thought is new,
and the religious public are not prepared for such
undertakings.

Mr, Carey: No, 1 am awarc of that; but I have
written a piece on the state of the heathen world,
which, if it were published, might probably awzken
an interest on this subject.

My, Potrs: Why don’t you publish it?

M. Carey: For the best of all reasons, 1 have not the
means,

AMr. Potts: We will have it published by 21l means.
I had rather bear the expense of printing it
myself, than the public should be deprived of the
opportunity of considering so important « subject.

This *piece’ of Carey’s was printed and
published in Leicester in 1792 at the cost of
£ 1o, provided by Thomas Potrs. It was called
an Enguiry into the Obligation of Christians to
use Means for the Comversion of the Heathen,
a pamphler which Dy. George Smith describes
as “che first and still che greatest Missionary
treatise in the Enplish language’. It was the
glory of Carey to have written it, it was the
hi%h privilege of a Birmingham Baptist to throw
it like bread upon the waters.
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Semnel Peavee L0 the Cannon Street Churceh,
and wiltiam  where Potts had now become 2
Cavey, deacon, came the following year
from Bristol College 2 young and cnthusiastic
preacher, Samuel Pearce.  He found in existence
there a meeting which gathered to pray for the
spread of the gospel throughout the world.
This appealed w the impressionable spirit of
Pearce. Bur his final committal to the idea
of active missionary propaganda was due to a
seymon he heard in old Cherry Street Wesleyan
Chapel by the famous Dr. Coke, who, more
literally even than Wesley, took ‘the whole
world for his parish’. Thus these twin souls,
Carey and Pearce, alike in their breadth of
vision and depth of conviction, were prepared
for their destined and powerful comradeship.

Their first recorded meeting took place in
May 1791, when Samuel Pearce preached the
evening sermon on the day when Carey was
recognized 2s pastor of Harvey Lane Chapel,
Leicester. It was a mighty text from which
Pearce preached on that occasion. The words
were those of the earliest and noblest of the
missionaries to the Gentiles, *God forbid that
I should glory save in the cross of our Lord
Jesus Christ, by Whom the world is crucified
unto me, and I unto the world .

After the service the leaders gathered for
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conversation, and Pearce pressed Carey to read
his Enguivy, of which he had no doubt heard
trom Thomas Potts.  This he did; “and’, says
Pearce, ‘it added fresh fuel to my zeal’. Thus
was established the friendship between these
remarkable men which brought Birmingham
Baptists into the very heart of the missionary
movement. “ Pearce’, says his biographer, ¢ was
one of the chief spivitual forces behind the
modern missionary movement. For eighe years
he was Carey’s mosc like-minded and familiar
friend, the very years when such a comrade-
ship meant most to the new aggressive venture .
There is no record of any Birmingham repre-
sentative ar Norttingham in May 1702, at
Carcy's great sermon with its two divisions,
historic, unforgectable :

Expect great things from Ged.
Artempt great things for God.

But nothing could have kept Pearce from the
lictle meeting at Kettering in the following
October, althongh he did not belong to the
Northampronshire Association and was ‘but
little acquainzed with its ministers’. Uninvited
and unexpected he may have been, but on such
business certainly not unwelcome. There in
the back parlour of the house of Bechy Wallis
was born the B.M.S.,and among the tiny handful
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that did this great deed in the house which
has been acquired during recent months as a
perpetal possession of the Baptist people, were
two Birmingham Baptists—Samuel Pearce and
William Stanghton. The latter was a student
who had been baptized at Cannon Street, and
who, the previous Sunday, had been preaching
for Dr. Ryland. In the famous collection of
£13 25 64. made ar that gathering, Pearce gave
2 guinea and Staughton half a guinea, which he
had to borrow for the purpose.

Pearce returned to Birmingham
calm but radiant, and the next
Sunday at Cannon Street preached
on ‘the duty of all Christians w exert them-
selves for the spread of the Gospel”  After
recounting what had happened at Kectering he
invired his people to a special meeting on the
following Tuesday. Evidently the people of
Cannon Street were as tinder to Pearce’s five,
for they were speedily all aglow with the spirit
of the new adventure. They formed there and
then an Auxiliary 10 the Missionary Society,
not only the first in Birmingham but the Arst
in the kingdom, Pearce was its secretary, while
Thomas King, Henry Pope, Thomas Potts, and
four others formed the Committee, Thomas King
being treasurer,

The firse
Anxiliary,
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They made the first collection out-
side the founders’ meecting, an
astonishing sum of 5o, which
Pearce carried in acwoal cash to the Society's
second mecting at Northampton at the end of
the satne month. Mr. S. Pearce Carey suikingly
characterizes thisoffering.  When we remember
that they could give their pastor only £100, we
can gauge their bounty. It was crimson with
sacrifice. Tt belonged to the same order as the
widow’s halt-farthings, and the sister’s spikenard.
Pearce was a proud and happy man that day.
He trod on air. No one in England fele richer.’

In the official account of that second meeting
at Northampton we read: ¢ Brother Pearce, of
Birmingham, gave us information that having
mentioned the business to his friends at his return
tfrom the first meeting, and preached upon the
subject, they were so suitably affected with the
importance of the affair, as immediarely, without
any application w an individual, to offer cheir
generous contributions, which they sent by
Mr. Pearce to rthe amount of seventy pounds,
which he paid into the hands of the treasurer’
At this meeting

Tix ﬁl'.rf
colleceion,

The following resolves were passed :—

1. Resolved,—That the most hearty thanks of the
primary society are due to the congregation in
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Cannon Street, Birmingham, for their generous
cxertions in so good 1 cause.

2. That we cordially approve of the step taken by our
friends in Birmingham in forming an assistant
society to act in conjunction and uniop with the
society begun by the Northampton and L.eicester
Association,

4. That Brother Pearce, of Birmingham, who was 2
member of the primary soctety, and is the
delegate from the corresponding society at Bir-
mingham, be considered as a member of the
committee.

The mention of this Auxiliary connected with
Pearce’s church may clear up a ceruin confusion
in the minds of some who have questioned the
correctness of the date 1823 as witnessing the
commencement of the present Auxiliary. The
fict would seem to be that the Auxiliaries before
this date were those of individual churches. In
the early days with which we have been dealing
there was only one other Baptist pastor in
Birmingham—the Rev. Edward Edmonds of
Bond Street Chapel, 2 building still in existence
thongh now used as a factory. The Bond Street
Auxiliary had an equally long and honourable
history, and was not brought to an end till
1825,

B
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In Janvary, r793, Thomas, a medi-
cal man, and Carey were set apart
for missionary work in India, and
Pearce secured a promise from both to preach
at Cannon Swreet.  Writing 10 a friend on
February 8 he says: “Dear brother Carey has
paid us a visit of love this week. He preached
excellendly ro-night. I expect brother Thomas
next week or the week after.”

The splendid basis on which Pearce’s zeal
was built is well expressed in the Chrenlar Lerrer
of the Midland Baprist Assciation for 1794,
which was writcen by him: A Christian’s heart
ought to be as comprehensive as the universe,
The Asiatic, the American, the African—all
are our brethren. Oceans and continents, though
they forbid personal intercourse, do nor make
the reladion wider, nor the obligation less.’

The correspondence that passed berween
Carey and Pearce after the pioncers had lekr
England was of an intimate and affectionate
character, and on Pearce’s side keealy antici-
pates the time when he himselt’ will join the
devoted lictde band in India. The failure of
this ambition almost crushed him. Permission
was refused by the Society, partly on account
of health, but chiefly because of the immense
impetus he gave to the work in England, Wich
great responsibilities and straitened vesources it

The ﬁ rit
Adicrjonaries.
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was fele that Pearce was of most vse o the wark
at homwe,

Before the decision was made by
pearce’s vesofve. the Committece he had written in

his diary, *Oune thing have [ re-
solyed. If T cannot go abroad, I wili da all
I can to sexve the Mission ar home,”  And this
resolve was faithfully kept.  In company often
with Andrew Fuller he visited the churches,
and the Cannon Streec Auxiliary became the
model for others at Halifax, Ramsey, Folkestone,
and elsewhere. “ They were as familiar with
the highways to London and with all the roads
of Mid-England as postmen on their reunds’,
says Fuller's grandson. Writing to Carev in
1796 Pearce exclaims, “ God is for us, and the
silver and the gold are His, and so are the heaves
of those who possess it. T will travel from
Land’s End to the Orkneys, but we will get
money cnough for all the demands of the
Mission, I have never had a fear on thar head :
a linle excriion will do wonders; and past
experience justifies every confidence.’

A man so grounded in faith and so buoyant
in outlook was of inestimable value 1o the new
work at home where it had still to establish
itselt amony the churches. The general arti-
tude of Christian England towards Foreign

H 2
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Missions in those early years may be inferred
not at all uucharitably from the ¢ plensantries ',
that sound so sad and strange in S‘IESC days, of
Sydney Smith, the wittv Dean of St. Paul's, and
onc of the founders of the Edindmgh Review.
Well might Pearce's colleagues feel that his
powerful advocacy, his tiveless energy, his fiery
enthusiasm, his gitts for raising money, warked
him out as pre-eminently a2 man for * holding
the ropes’ in England. How dearly Carey
would have loved his companionship in Bengal,
and yer how right he felt the decision to be is
shown in his letter on receipt of the news:

Oh, my dear Pearce, had you come in reality
when your mind was so intensely set upon it, me-
thinks a greater happiness could not have befallen me
in this life. .. But the welfare of the Churches,
conscience, honesty, reason and, | had almost said it,
Scripture forbid it .. .1 must no more expect to see
vour face, Uil T see you at the great Day of the Lord
|Carey had evidently determined at this early period
never to Jeave his post in India). However, we are
one, nor can rolling seas interrupt that unity of
heart, which I trust we feel. We zre both labouring
in the same Cause, and both serving under the same
Captain, only with this difference; you are employed
in the centre of the army, and 1 am set to force an
outpost of the enemy. Let us both be faithful unto
death, and 2ccount 1t glorious even to die in such
2 cause.

The first publications of the Socicty, The
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Periodical Accounts, the precursor of the M
sionary Hervald, were edited by Pearce, while
in 1795 Thomas King, one of his deacons,
became Treasurer ot the BM.S. in addition to
his post as treasurer of the loeal Auxiliary.

Pearce saw only the beginnings of the grear
work that he loved so much. The ardent
spirit proved too strong for the frail body, and
in 1798 he died of consumption ; and was buricd
neay the pulpic from which he had pleaded with
such power for the souls of men at home and
abroad. It was after his death thac Dr. Ryland
refersed to his “seraphic’ temperament, and the
term, so dangerous in its challenge, was felt to
be so appropriate to his character thac it is as the
“scraphic’ Pearee he occupies his distinguished
niche in the history of modern missiuns. He
died at the age of 33.

Thomas King 1D hissketch of the history of Cannon

and Street Bapuist Church Mr. [ E.
Themas fores. Hale tells us that Thomas King
and Thomas Potts died in 1831, each of whom
had faichfully filled the office of deacon for
forty years. In a2 pamphler enttled Some Par-
ticulays of Bivmingham Baptists, published in
1858 by J. W. Showell, appear some references
1o these devored men.  “ fuis written of Mr. King
that he was 1 peaceable and humble Christian,
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ardently attached to the Church and an orna.
ment to the deromination to which he belonged.
He was one of the carliest fricnds of the BM.S,,

of which he was treasurer. A faichful, zealons
and liberal man.”  And of Thomas Potts, * It is
duc to the memory of Deacon Potts to mention
that throogh his liberality Dr. Carey was in-
debted for the pecuniary means by which he was
cnabled to send forth to the world a p'll‘nphltt
which was the precursor of the BM.S. ‘It is
recorded of Thomas Potrs thar he was a lover
of simplicity. He was very humble and very
gencrous, and kept apen house to all.’

Such were three of the ‘Fathers’ of our
Birmingham Auxiliary.  From the deach of
Pearce in 1508 to the formation of the Birming-
ham Auxiliary in 1823 there was no lack of
interest and generosity in the work. In 1705
at Bond Streer ChilEl.l the missionary collce-
tion was £18 5o 224, 1n 1814 was formed
the Bond Sureet Aux;l:ary Society, which raised
f22 or 1od.; in 1815, the year of Waterloo,
L35 os od; in 1816, [y 195 34, with
A later addition of L12 84 1od.; in 1817 after
a sermon in Bond Street Chapel by Dr. Ryland,
the collection amounted to £11 115, o2d.  The
Bond Street Auxiliary lasted, as we have said, 1ill
1825,

Hounoured workers in the Mission Field were
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welcomed by the Churches, William Ward,
one of the famous Scrampore trivmvirate, visited
Birmingham in 18rp. Dr. Marshman also came,
Of missionary leaders at home, Birmingham
welcomed the three grear ropeholders, Fuller,
Sutcliffe, and Ryland. The work went buoy-
antly tll 7823, when the Churches joined
together to form an Auxiliary for the town and
district.
THREE FOOTNOTES,

I. Two of Samnuel Pearce’s children pave themselves 1o
mission work in India, W.H, Pearce, ﬁis cldese son, aftey
a training as printer at the Osford University Press, serrled
in Caicugra and for twenty-threc years carried on the Bapust
Mission Press, which he made self-supporting. He died
there in 1840.

Arnna, his second davghter, a2 member of Cannen Street
Church, went to India i 1822 to work amongst native
Indian gitls. There she married Jonathan, yourgest son of
Dr. Carey, and, in the words of their grandson, ‘the new
home became a Bethany to all the members of the Mission ™.
She died in 1832, ar the age of 35.

II. A younger generation may like ro know thar Cannon
Streer Chapel stood on the site now occupied by Messes,
W. B. Smith and Son’s shop, and the adjoining restaurane.
It was dewolished in 1880, and the bodies from the little
buiial ground remmoved to Wirton Cemetery.  The rablet
from the wall commeinorating Samuel Pearce is in the chapel
of the General Cetnetery, Key Hill and [cknield Street.

IIT. Samuel Pearce’s house was in St. Paul's Square, which
was then a little removed from the town. Tt was one of
the houses ransacked by the mob in the Piiestley Riots of
17¢1. Peaice happened ro be away ou holiday. He bad
denounced the Corporation and Test Acts.
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1823—1843

Tueduly organized Auxiliary, repre-
sentative of all the Baptist Churches
in Birmingham, was formed in 1823,
It started under excellent auspices. On Sunday,
August 31, two sermons were preached in Cannon
Street Chapel by Robert Hall, the greatest pulpit
orator of the age, and a high-hearted and noble
man. No better selection could have been made,
for, in addition to his own remarkable gifts, he
had been * the seraphic Pearce’s’ wtor at Bristol
College in classics and philosophy; indeed, it
was he who had recommended Pearce to the
Cannon Street deacons and church.

On the following Tuesday, Seprember 2, the
friends of the B.M.S., called by circular, met
also in Cannon Street and adopted with una-
nimity the following Resolucions:

Formation of
Ausiliary,

I. That a society be formed whose object shall be
to aid the Baptist Missionary Society in sending the
gospel to the heathen.

II. That this Society be denominated the Auxiliary
Baptist Missionary Society for Birmingham and its
neighbourhoed,
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JII. That cvery annual subseriber of Ten Shillings
or upwards, every minister making an anpual collec-
tion in his congregation, cvery weekly subscriber of
Twopence, cvery monthly subscriber of One Shilling,
be 2 member of this Socicty; and that every donor
of Five Guincas be a member for life.

1V. That the affairs of this Society be managed by
1 Committee of hfteen persons, including the
Treasurer and Secretaties, ive of whom shall be com-
petent to act; and that the Committec shall mect
tour times in the year, viz.,, on the first Tuesday in
October, January, April and July, at 11 o’clock in
the morning. (The Committee mectings will be
licld at present at the vestry in Cannon Strect.)

V. That every church making an annual contribu-
tion to this Society shall be authorized to send one
of its members to the meetings of the Committee
who shall be entitled to vote on all questions that
may be under consideration.

V1 That the Annual Meeting of this Society be
held in Birmingham in the month of July, when the
accounts shall be produced and examined, the officers
chosen, znd any other Dbusiness of the Sociely
trapsacted.

VII. That the nccessary business of thc Society at
the Annual Meeting be attended to with as much
simplicity and dispatch as possible, that an oppor-
tunity may be aforded to offer solemn 2nd fervent
supplication to God for His blessing, the gractous
infuence of His Holy Spirit being most essentially
necessary 1o the success of Missionary cxertions.

VIIL. That the Committee be requested to employ
their best endeavours to increase the cxisting funds
of the Mission by encouraging the formation of
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penny-a-week  associations wnd  promoting annual
collections and contributors among the churches in
general,

IX. That Mr. Owen Johnson be requested to
accept the office of Treasurer of this Socicty.

X. That the Rev. 1. Birt and the Rev. T. Morgan
be requested to accept the office of Secretarics of this
Society.

X1. That the Rev. ). Poole, Messrs. T. King,
R. Brinton, T. Potts, J. Lawrence, J. Deakin,
W. Lowe, J. Hadley, J. Woodhill, Senr., T. A.
Harris, and W. Mackenzie be requested to act as the
Committee of this Society.

XII. That the Resolutions of the meeting be printed
and circulated in the neighbourhoeod,

On the broad lines here laid down
the Birmingham Auxiliary has run
irs course for a hundred years, during
which time it has been served by a lony succes-
sion of able and devoted men. When it is re-
membered that the town of 6o,000 inhabiants
has increased to 2 hape city of 900,000, that the
churches which were then within easy reach of
the centre of the town and of one anather are
now situated chiefly in suburbs far from the
centre and at considerable distances from one
another, that the general interests and activities
of life have so multiplied in number, that so
many changes have taken place in the vurdock
of the churches cven in regard o Foreigo

A sennd
Cunsistasion.
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Missions, it is lictle less than wonderfzl that
so few changes have been found necessary in
this carefully thonught out coustitation of 1823.
Nothing could be more simple, direct, and de-
mocratic, and there probably lies the explanation
of its continnance and its unabated uscfulness.
Bur it must never be forgotren that the most
perfect constitntion in the world will not save
an institation out of which the life has died,
The real sceret of our hundred years of con-
tinued effort is thar Baptist Churches still believe
that the gospel of Jesus Christ is the supreme
revelation of God’s love to men, and that no
preater gift can be given to our neighbours,
whether at home or in fields afar, than its cease-
less proclamation. All the same, honour is due
to those who dug the channel so well along
which the stream of service has Howed with
such a2 small amounc of friction or hindrance,

Each vyear since its foundation the
Auxiliary has welcomed to its Annual
Meetings 2 deputation from the
parent society.  As might be expected, these
depurations have grown more missionary on the
personal side as the numbers of missionaries
have increased, so that all phases of the enter-
prise and all fields of service are now presented
in the course of a very few years. There are,

The Annnal
Depusativns.
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however, very few outstanding members of the
Denomination who have not been seen here on
missionary deputation work. We have scen
thae Ward came in 1810. His and Cavey's
colleague, Dr. Marshiman, was a member af the
deputation in 1826, and at the same meeting
John Angell James, of Carr's Lane, was in the
list of speakers, From 1827 to 1835 it is clear
even from the imperfect record available thar
the Rev. Eustace Carey was present at seven
Annual Meetings. While this is doubtless due
to the speaker himself in large measure, it is
permitred us to see in it a testimony also to the
chief bearer of the great name in that glorious
triumvirate of Serampore.

In 1829 the namec of Mursell appears for
the first time, when the Rev, J. P. Mursell,
of Leicester, successor to William Carvey and
Robert Hall at Harvey Lane Chapel, atrended
the Annual Meeting. In 1833 and 1833 the
Birmingham Baptists were swept off their feet
by the passionate clogquence of William Knibb
denouncing slavery in the West Indies,

There can be few chapters in human
history more stiering than that which
relates the story otg our missionaries’
fight against slavery in the British West Indies.
The three men whose names shine forth in this

Hest Frdian
.I'!d'b'fqa
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story with peculiar brightaess are those of three
missionaries in_Jamaica, james Mursell Phillippo,
Thomas Burchell, and William Knibb., Atrer
fighting the battle of the slave in the West
Indies they tansterred their energies to England
in what proved to be a tnuluph.lut attempt o
conyvict the Christian conscience at home of its
vesponsibilities and duties. The fiery eloquence
of Knibb stirs us to unwonted heat even when
read all these years after in cold princer’s ink.
Here is the close of a speech in 1833: ‘God is
the avenger of the oppressed, and the African
shall not alwavs be forgotten. I plead on be-
half of the widows and 01phans of chase whose
blood has been shed. I plead thar the con-
stancy of the negro may be rewarded. T plead
in behalf of my brethren in Jamaica, whose
hopes are fixed on this meeting. I plead on
behalf of their wives and their little ones. T call
upon children by the cries of the infant slave,
whom I saw Hogged on the Macclesfield Estawe
in Westmoreland, I call upon mothers, by the
tender sympathy of theiv nature. 1 call upon
parents by the blood-stained back of Catherine
Williams, who, wich a heroism which England
has seldom known, preferved a dungeon to the
surrender of her honour. I call upon Christians
by the lacerated back of William Black, of King's
Valley, whose back, a month after ﬂogg:ng, was
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not healed. Tcall upon youall by the sympathics
ot Jesus. If I fail in arousing your sympathies
I will retire from this meeting, and call wpon
Him who hath madce of onc blood all nations
upon the face of the earth. And it'[ die with-
out beholding the emancipation of my brethren
and sistecs in Christ, then, it prayer is permitted
in heaven, I will fall ac the fect of the Erernal,
crying: Iovd, open the eyes of Christians in
England to see the evil of slavery and to banish
it from the earch.’

We do not wonder at the historian’s post-
script: *An exciremient was created such as
nothing could repress. The whole denomina-
rion was elecerified.  The Christian Church
and And-Slaverv societies united in one hxed
determination, Public opinion rolled on in onc
resistless tide, and the fate of slavery was scaled.’
Parlizment passed the Act of Emancipation to
come into force on August 1, 1834, and paid
the slaveowners the sum of f20,000,000 as
compensation. It is usual to acclaim this great
and generous act as an illastradon of the new
spirit brought fnto English politics by the Grear
Reform Bill of 1832, for this was onc of the
earliest, as it was the finest, of the achievements
of the first Reformed Parliament. < Nothing
could better illustrate the value of the Re-
form Bill’, writes Molesworth, ‘than the fact
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that onc of the very first vses which the people
made ot the power which that measure conferred
on them, was to perfornt an act of national virtue
unparalleled in the history of the world' No
one would wish to detract by onc jota from
this testmony to the high moral value of this
parliamentary action, but do not let us forget
the men who lighted the fires of this moral
indignation, and aroused that compassion i the
hearts of the people of England tgat would not
be satisfied with anything less than emancipation,
And in the forefront are the figures of these
simple Baptist missionaries.

But the anti-human spiric that alone makes
slavery passible dies hard; and atempts were
made only 100 successfully by the recent slave-
owners to substitute an accursed * Apprenticeship
System ' under which many of the old horrors
began to revive. This was finally ended on
August 1, 1838, by the local Legislature decree-

ing the unconditional emancipation of every
African.

Birmingham, which had watched
these developments with keen
anxiety, celebrated the final vic-
tory with great jubilation. A local print thus
1NNOUNCES it

Birminglmm':
_pc!zifd tinm.

On this auspicious day (i. €., August 1, 1838) the
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children of the Sunday Schools belonging to Cannon
Street, Bond Street, Graham Street, Newhall Street
and Lombard Strecet Chapels, amounting to nearly
3,000, and also the children of the Lancasterian
Schools of Severn Street and Ann Street, amounting
to about §oo, will meet in the Town Hall, when
religious services will be conducted by Baptist minis-
ters. The following hymas will be introduced during
the service :—

¢ Behold the glorics of the Lord.’
¢On the Mountain Top appearing.’
¢ Sound the loud Timbrel.”

After the service the children will be supplied with

2 substantial meal of bread and beef, and then march
in procession to a piece of ground in Heneage Street,
when the Foundation Stone of New School Rooms
to be erected in commemoration of the glorious
event—the Emancipation of the Slaves—will be laid
by the friend of the negro and the friend of man,
Joseph Sturge, Esq. The following hymns will be
sung i—

¢ The Trump of Freedom sounds.’

¢ Rejoice, the Saviour reigns.’

¢ Here we suffer Grief and Pain.’

In the year 1842 the Baptist
Missionary  Society atrained  its
Jubilee. The Society had long
outlived the days of superior criticism, or the sdill
more deadly apathy of the churches. The Gallios
and the Gamaliels alike had been discredited
Missionary effort even in so short a time had

L

Fubilee of
H.ALS.
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approved itself one of the world’s greatest engines
for the humanizing of society and the moral and
spiritnal uplift of the needicst of the sons of
men, None could morve greatly rejoice than
the members of the Birmingham ~ Auxiliary.
Many years afterwards Mr. J. C. Woedhill thus
describes his recollecrion of the local celebra-
tration: “Of the Jubilee year, 1842, being the
fiftieth from the formation of the BM.S., T have
a distinct recollection of the commemorative
medals struck and the poetical effusions which
the occasion called forth, among others some
lines from the fertile pen of our friend, Dr. Cox,
the learned historian of the Mission. On re-
pairing to our Town Hall on June 3, 1842, with
my wife and danghrer, we found it crowded in
every part, My, William Room was in the chair,
supporied by Mr. Francis Room, Mr. Joseph Sturge,
the negro’s friend, the Rev. J. A. James, whose
praise was in all the churches, Mr. Joshua Russell,
Secretary of the Jubilee Sub-committee, and last
though not least, Knibb, the lion-hearted, him-
self. T need not say we felt ourselves electri-
fied.

This must have been Knibb’s last visit, for he
died in 1845,

A list, fairly complete notwithstanding a few
gaps, of the speakers at che Annual Meetings of
the Auxiliary, has fortunately survived. This list
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gives ample evidence of the influential mijs.
sionary speakers of those days, and shows how
widespread and how decp the movement had
become, not only in our denomination but alse
in kindred bodies, for we find wmongst the
speakers a sprinkling of names from the leaders
of other bodies of Christians. Several illustra-
tions may be interesting. In 1826 the visitors
were John Dyer, who succeeded Andrew Fuller
in the Secretaryship of the parent society,
Dr. Marshman of Serampore, W. Copley, and
|. Angell James. Clearly they were not over-
anxious either to cut their meetings unduly
short, for in 1833 the visitors numbered five,
John Dyer, S. Nicholson, C. Stovel, Eustace
Carey, and William Knibb; while in 1840 the
deputation consisted of Knibb, J. P. Mursell,
Joseph Angus, and John Aldis. M. Aldis was
clearly a favourite visitor, judging by the number
of Annual Meetings he actended. It is pleasant
to note in these days, when Birmingham Baprists
have so many links with the ancient Univeusities,
that Mr. Aldis was the father of the first Non-
conformist Senior Wrangler, an honouor which
followed immediately on the admission of Dis-
senters to the Universities, and that from him
also John Bright declared he learned how to
speak. The first annual meeting he addressed
was in 1834, and the last in 1879, a notable
c:
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record. In 1835 came Dy, Leifchild, Dr. Steane,
and J. Howard Hinton. In 1839 appears for
the first time the name of Dr. Willizm Brock,
who throughout his life was so close a friend of
many leading Bapuists in the town.

From these old records another fact emerges,
that the fachers of the Auxiliary were great men
for public worship. There were four chief
items in the annual celebrarions—a juvenile
meeting, the annual public meeting, a breakfast,
and a united Missionary Service with a sermon.
‘The last named has tallen out of the programme
in recent years, owing to poor atrendances, and
its vevival in this year is 2 very welcome re-
turn to an old and excellent practice,



CHAPTER 111

1841—1871
Froubl For the earlier years of this period
;;;“:;m our eyes arc still towards the West

Indies, and especially Jamaica. Sick-
ness, drought, epidemic, debt, had cast a dee
gloom over the affairs of this island.  William
Knibb and Thomas Burchell were among the
first o fall victims to a malignant type of yellow
fever. Considerable financial help was needed.
In 1841 the Birmingham Auxiliary raised a
special sum of [150 25 84. for Jamaica, and in
1846 raised another special amount »f L1118
34. 54, In that year the Rev. _Iosedph Angus
and the Rev. C. M. Birrell went as a depusation
to Jamaica, taking with them a large sum of
money for the relief of heavy financial vesponsi-
biliies. In 1847 Mr. Birrell, who was father
of the Re. Hon, Augustine Birrell, attended the
annual meetings of the Auxiliary and gave some
account of their experiences. In the troubles
of 1865, of which Governor Eyre was the centre,
Mr. W. Morgan, a member of the Commiucee
of the Auxiliary, was sent to Jamaica by the
Anti-Slavery Society to make observations and
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to report.  The years 1847 to 1853 show
a falling off in the amounts raised for missionary
purposes, as will be seen from a reference to
Appendix IV. These years were coincident with
great public troubles both ar home and abroad.
The year 1B4B was a year of revolutions;
scarcely any European country cseaped danger
and wrmoil. Prices were high, rtaxation was
heavy, aad these facts are probably reHected in
the diminished income of the Auxiliary.

Fortunately, the churches werc
uneasy, and in June 185i, at a
meeting of the Midland Associa-
tion at Prince’s End, Tipton, the question was
raised. The minute, as printed and circulated
after the meeting, runs thus:—

¢ At this meeting the Association was favoured
with the presence of Brother Makepeace, who has
recently returned from the field of missionary exertion
in India. After delivering an address on the impor-
tant subject of missions, the following resolution was
moved by Brother J. Makepeace, seconded by Brother
J. Williams :

¢ That this meeting, recognizing the necessity of
yet more combined cffort among the Associated
Churches in 2id of Foreign Missions, do appoint the
Interim Committee, with power to add to their
oumber, 2 Committee to consider and prepare a
scheme whereby that object may be most effectually
secured.””’

Uineasiners nf
the Churcher.
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The Secretary stated that the Interim Gom-
mittee for the year consisted of Brechren New,
Landells, and Swan, with Brethren Greenway,
Wright, and Dixon Davis. The fist three
were the ministers respectively of Bond Sereer,
Circus, and Gannon Street chapels, and Messrs.
New and Swan were the secretaries of the
Auvxiliary.

From this it may be inferred chat the visit
of the Rev. ]J. Makepeace and the consequent
vesolation were part of a plan which the local
leaders thought necessary fgr more widely push-
ing the claims upon the churches of the mis-
sionary work. The Rev. ]J. Makepeace was
part of the deputation ac the annual meetings
of the Auxiliary in 1850. Indeed, there was
no falling off in the quality of the speakers
during these leaner years.

Some speafers  The Revs. Dr. Beaumont and
from 1849 1 Dr. Dixzon, both distinguished Wes-
&g, leyan Methodists, spoke at the
meetings in 184p and 1851 respectively. To
those who are interested in Birmingham friend-
ships, it may be pointed out that Dr. Dixon’s
son was one of the Burne-Tones group of boys
at King Edward’s School, New Street, another
being Lady Burne-Jones’s brother, Harry Mac-
donald, The baby of the Macdonald family,



18431873 41

the brilliant Frederick William Macdonald, a
future President of the Conference and a keen
missionary enthusiast, was also to be a fuwure
speaker at an annual meeting of this Auxiliary,
which actvally happened in 1889, In 1853
that curiously interesting figure, the Hon. and
Rev. Bapuist Noel, made his first appearance on
our platform; while the following year must
have been very great with Hugh Stowell Brown,
of Liverpool, sturdy and virile both in appear-
ance and speech, and Alexander Maclaren, of
Manchester, tall and ascetic looking, scholarly
and hauntingly eloquent, together appearing for
the first time. The Chairman of this meeting
was Mr. Frederick Ewen, the head of a private
school to which many Baptists sent their sons.
Then came J. P. Chown, of Bradford, in 1859,
to commence a long series of welcome visits.

In the early fifties cthe Auxiliary
showed considerable concern about
the lack of religious facilities among
the rapidly growing populations of the Australian
Colonies. They began to make representations
to the London Committee in 1854, but nothing
was done. Accordingly, in 1856, they urged
their two representatives, the Revs. Isnac New
and J. J. Brown, to place the mauer personally
before the parent society. A special committce

The Awseralion
Colonies.
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was called for October to receive their Report,
which spoke of the cordial reception given to
the  Birmingham resolution, the long and
interesting discussion to which it gave vise, and
the general sympathy fele with it.  In a formal
resolution the London Committee expressed
itselt as quire disposed to cultivate the Australian
Colonies as a field for Christian labour, as far
as it was able, and would give its best attention
to any definite proposal the Birmingham friends
would bring before them.

The Birmingham Conunittee immediately
devoted itself to forming a scheme, and asked
London to consider the propriety of

1s7. Originating a separate fund to be called the
Australian Fund ;

1nd. That the object of this fund should be to send
out ministers to destitute churches in Aunstraliz, and
then ministers to those localities where there might
be a prospect of speedily raising churches;

37d. The importance of the Committee having an
agent in Australia in whom they could confide, and
by whose intelligence their decisions could be guided
and determined.

Then they strongly recommended as agent the
Rev. James Taylor, minister of Heneage Street,
who was deeply interested in this movement
and willing to go to Australia if an opening
occurred.  Finally, Mr. Taylor went to South
Australia, a valedictory service having been held
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in February 1857. The minute of chis service
reads as Foﬁows:——

“The Rev. C. Vince opened the service by reading
and praycr. The Rev. [. |. Brown gave the Intro-
ductory Address, and the Rev. Thomas Swan an
impressive charge.  William Middlemore, Esq., J P,
was then called to the Chasr, when a resolution ex-
pressive of affectionate confidence in Mr. Taylor was
submitted to the mecting by William Morgan, Esq.,
and J. H. Hopkins, Esq. The Rev. Jsaac New con-
cluded with the Valedictory Prayer. The Rev. M,
Kent read the Hymns.”

In that same year the Rev, Iszac New, onc
of the Secretaries of the Auxiliery tor the
previous six years, also left for a sphere of work
in Australia.  This Auxiliary may, thercfore,
claim to have anticipated the need for the
Baptist Colonial Missionary Society, which has
now been in existence for some years.

The name of Mr. William Middle-

Chapel cases.  more, who was at this time perhaps
the leading layman in the de-

nomination in Birmingham, recalls the fact that
in 1857 the Committee of this Auxiliary added 1o
its other duties that of inquiring into and pass-
ing what were called chapel cases, i ¢. the cases
of chapels which appealed for help to the
churches of Birmingham. This area of denomina-
tional work widencd and the Auxiliary became
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+ Chapel Extension Committee for which racher
big sums werc raised.  These matters, however,
never catrenched on the main work of the
Auxiliary, and the last minute dealing with
general denominational business occurs in 1880,
afrer which it was handed over to the West
Midland Baptist Association. Mr. Middlemore
was a rich man and very generous, and it is
largely due to his foresight and munificence
that 2 number of new places of worship have
been opened by the Baptist denomination since
1850.

At Heneage Street, in March 1858,
was recorded a minute at the quar-
terly meeting dealing with the
memorv of the Rev. T. Morgan, whose period
of service on the committee covered more than
the first half-century of its existence. The
Resolution reads:

The Rew. T.
AMgrgan.

¢That this Committee desire to record their deep
sense of the eminent services rendered to this
Auxiliary 2nd to the Baptist Missionary Society in
general by the Rev. T. Morgan, recently removed by
death. The contemporary and personal friend of
some of the Fathers and Founders of the Society, he
was associzted with it zlmost from its commence-
ment, and shared no small part of the labours incident
to its early struggles and difficulties.

For sixty years he was its faithful and consistent
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and devoted friend ; and amidst the growing infrmi-
tics of old age he retained the deepest and liveliest
feclings of interest in the Institution which had en-
kindled the years of his youth, and to whose welfare
much of the scrvice of his ripest years had been
consecrated.

Of this Auxiliary he was the principal founder,
and for some years was one of its secretaries.

‘While deeply scnsible of the loss they have sus-
tzined by his death, the Committee would cherish
a grateful remembrance of his labours and glorify God
in him as ope in whom the promise was eminently
fulfilled, ¢ They shall bring forth fruit in old age.””

It is noteworthy that the Rev. ]J. Jenkyn
Brown, who joined the committee two years
before Mr. Morgan’s death, served it without
cessation till his own death in 1907, so that
these two devour men represent an unbroken
period of 84 years of service to this Auxiliary
out of the century we now commemorate.

Let those enthusiasts, zlso, who
rejoice in the great success of the

own Hall meetings of the last
three years, remember we have only reverted
to an ancient practice. Two years before his
death, that is, in 1856, the Rev. Thomas Morgan
presided ar the public breaktast in the Town
Hall, where the annual meeting had wken
place the previous evening.

On that occasion the depuration consisted ot

Town Hall
Aleerings.



46 Story of a Hundred Years

the Revs. W, Tandells, Isaac Allen, M.A,
(Cevlon), and John Aldis, with the addition of
the Rev. |. Swith, of India, at the breakfase.

The meeting at which this report was nuwde
records the addition to the Committee of Mr. |. S.
Wright, who, during the next tweaty-four years,
was to render signal service to the Auxiliary,
the denomination, and the public life of the
LWL,

To the popular names already listed
we have to add for this decade the
Revs. Francis Tucker and T. A.
Wheeler, Dr. Fred. Trestrail and Dr. E. B.
Underhill, both of whom had been secretaries
of the BM.S. In 1868, with Drs. Underhill
and Landells, came a great African missionary,
Quintin W. Thomson; and in 18G9 the vener
able Alfred Saker, of the Cameroons, with the
Rev. George Gould, of Norwich, whose work
for the missionary canse has been continuved inzo
these days by his sons, the late Sir Alfred Pearce
Gould, and Dr. G. P. Gould, of Regent’s Park
College, and, happily, the still surviving Mr. H. P.
Gould, the present Treasurer of the BM.S. In
1871 the visit of Mr. Goolzah Shah incidentally
gave tise to the Young Men's Missionary Society,
which is separately dealt with in the following
chaprer.

Speakers fram

1860 1o 1872,
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Although, as is evident from the
foregoing, the Auxiliary found no
difficelty in securing the services
of the most distinguished ministers in the De-
nomination for their annual meetings, they only
succeeded once with Mr, Spurgeon, after many
abortive attempts, and then he restricted himself
to the Breakfast Mecting. It was in 1870, and
the Town Hall was uken for the occasion.
Breakfast was provided by a caterer, and the
report of the Sub-Committee presented at the
foﬁzwing quarterly meeting is enshrined in the
following minute:

Fisic of
C. H. Sprrgeen.,

¢ Report of Brezkfast Sub-Committee was presented
showing a loss of £ 15. 11d. By sale of Tickets for
Breakfast, £56 19s.04., and for Side Gallery, £2 4+. od.
Paid to Lovegrove (the caterer] £g1 71 64, Gas
Company £1 §5. 9d. Hallkeeper £6 t1s. 84, Total
Receipts, £59 35,0d4. Total Expenditure, £61 4r. 114

From this it would appear that some 750 people
atended. It was withour doubt the biggest
Breakfast Meeting held in the history of the
Auxiliary.

Jubite of she IIdLn 1.?.7;, when' the jubilee of the
wsiliary, Duxiliary was reached, it was fele
that some very special effort ought

to be made to celebrate so jovful an occasion.
A sub-committee was appointed for this purpose,
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consisting of the officers, together with Mr. J. S.
Wright, Mr. Thomas, and two representatives of
the Yonng Men’s Society.  They communicated
with Dr. E. B. Underhill, the secrerary of the
parent socicty, and finally made the following
suggestions which were unanimously adopred :

1. That the matter should be brought forward at
the Annual Breakfast on Wednesday morning, Sep-
tember 24, 1877

2. That in accordance with a suggestion made by
Dr. Underhul the chief object should be that of
providing £100 towards the outht of each of Aive new
missionaries for India; and

1. That donors who desired it should give all or
part of their donations to the special work of the
Young Men’s Society in India and to Mr. James
Wall’s work in Rome.

In accordance with these resolutions the Jubilee
Fund was started at the Breakfast Meeting,
Mr. J. C. Woodhill being in the chair, and so
heartily was it taken up chat before the meel:inf
closed more than £soo had been promised.
A fine spirit had been aroused at the public
meeting in Grahain Streer the previous evening,
over which Mr. J. S, Wright had presided, and
which had been addressed by a powerful deputa-
tion, as will be seen from the report which was
afterwards presented. Clearly it was impossible
to remain satishied with this sum raised so easily,
and the hopes of the Committee now soared
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to twice that amount. Various troubles inter-
vened, and the Jubilee report was not ready rill
the Breakfast Meeting the following year, 1874,
It was drawn up by tEt: Rev. Charles Vince, who,
with the Rev. J. Jenkyn Brown, it will be re-
membered, were the secretaries nf the Auxiliary
at that time,

“The earlier stages of this move-
ment may be best described by
reading a lewer which was ad-
dressed by the secrewries of the Auxiliary to
Dr. Underhill, which was read to the Notting-
ham Conference on Missions, October 14, 1853,

Rgpnrx an
Fubilee Fimd,

Birmingham, October 13, 1873.
Drar Dr. UnDERHILL,

We wrote to you a few weeks since, stating that,
2s our present Auxiliary to the Baptist Missionary
Society was established in Septcmber, 1823, some
of our friends were desirous of raising a small fund
for some special purpose, as 2 commemoration of our
Jubilee year. You suggested that it would be well
to devote the fund to meeting the first expenses of
the next missionaries to India. Qur Committee
were so pleased with this proposal that they deter-
mined to ask for special gifts amounting to fso0—
i.e. £100 each towards the trst five new labourers
sent to the Fast. Qur annual meetings were attended
by Messrs. Brock, Chown, Bailhache, 2and Evans, and
our thanks are due, under God, to those brethren for
giving to the service a tome and spirit unwontedly

D
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good. So much was this the case that at the last
gathering it was resolved to make the 500, £1,000.
Loca! circumstances make it wise to postpone any-
thing like a canvass for two or three wecks; but,
secing more than feoo are already promised by a
comparatively few people, we can confidently say that
there will be by Christmas the f1,000 toward the
new men for India, and a small balance to be applied
to the Roman Mission and the cducation of the
children of Native Christians in the East.

It is not so much the amount subscribed as the
spirit of the people which gives uvs so much hope.
The prevalent feeling is, ¢Let us lay this gift on
God’s altar as a prayer to Him to send more labourers
into the feld, and as 2 pledge on our part that we
will do what we can to support those whom He may
graciously send in answer to supplication.’

We are, yours very truly,

CHaRrLEs VINCE.

crefaries.
J. JENk¥n Brown. }Se retarie

The promises made, or rather the hopes ex-

vessed, in the foregoing letter, have not yer
been wholly justified, for the amount secured
is still less than f1,000. From the beginning
of Qctober enwards, till nearly the end of the
vear, an exhaustive controversy was carried on
in the town; and it was felt 10 be inexpedient,
it not impossible, to enlist sympathy, or secure
help, for an object comparatively remote. After
Christmas, preparations were made for renewing

the effort on behalf of the Jubilee Fund, but
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before this could be done the parent society
made an appeal on behalf of their special Bengal
Famince Fund. In this matter the claims weve
urgent and had to be metr at once, if at all
This agrin led to delay, as it was thought unwise
to be pushing two special objects at onc time,

ecmﬁy as a town subscription for the Bengal
relief was being simultaneously made.

‘The Misstonary Society received for its special
fund for the famine £1 15 o4, from Balsall
Heath Road Chapel; £1 tr o4 from Smeth-
wick; f4 105 o4 from Heneage Sireer;
£24 85 od. from Wycliffe; and fy45 from
Graham Street. Comparatively so few of our
churches did anything for the Famine Fund
that it seems to have been a very groundless
fear which led to the suspension of the efforts
for the Jubilee movement; but it is well the
churches should know thar the suspension did
teke place, and they were exempted from appeals
because ir was thought that other demands
were pressing upon them. Will they kindly
remember this when the delayed appeal is
made ?

‘At our last Anniversary one of the secretarics
of the Avxiliary (this was Mr. Vince) made him-
self responsible for the carrying out of this move-
ment, but in February last he was smitten with
an illness, which, with scarcely an interval, has

D2
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disabled him ever since. To his lack of power
to cariy out his promise, and not to lack of
liberality on the part of the churches, must be
attriboted the fact that the Jubilee effore ts not
vet so complete as with good veason we thought
it would be.’

Then follows a list of personal donations
which ave assigned to their churches, as under:

£ s d
Bond Strect ¢ o o
Cannon Street 7 0 ©
Clircus . § 10 ©
Christ Church . 10 0 ©
Graham Street 422 I ©
Harborne . : § o o
King’s Heath . 10 @ o
People™s Chapel . loa o o
Wrycliffe . . 174 I4 ©
Yates Street . . . . . i 1 ©
From members not in churches of
Auxiliary . . ; . . 18 o o
Total . fyso 16 o

The Report concludes: ¢ To meet this moral
lizbility 2 little more than £3s50 are either in
hand or promised; so that before the work
is finished nearly {rso more have to be ob-
rained. This ought not to be a difficule task,
seeing thar the ALgso already secured have
come from Gy persons. A work so well begun
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must not be left to luck the crowning grace
of completeness.’

What a very human document thisis! Con-
ccived in high enthusiasm, carried through with
signal generosity on the part of some members of
the Auxiliary, hindered by unforeseen circum-
stances, and needing the last whipup lest it
shoald ¢lack the crowning grace of complete-
ness’, the Jubilee fund rtypifies exactly the
character of all these special cfforts.

The Breakfast ar which this report
was read was sdll under the pro-
found impression made at the public
meeting the previous evening by a speech of
the Rev. L, O. Skrefsrud, of Sonthalisthan, in
which he had given a moving account of the
success of his work. The Chairman at the
Breakfase, Mr. Thomas Adams, for so maay
years the honoured treasurer of the Auxiliary,
referred to Mr. Skrefsrud’s work and to the
Chapel he was hoping w build. Immediately
a suEscription was started in the hope of making
the chapel the gift of Birmingham. Upwards
of {350 was sabscribed in the room!' If
only such a spirit of enthusiastic generosity is
generated in this centenary year therc ought
to be litede difficulty in raising <he sum of
£ 5,000 for which the Committee ask.

For the sadsfaction of the curious, several

A Chapel for
Afr. Skrefirud.
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footnotes may b added to the report of
the jubi]ue Fund, The *exhaustive contro-
versy ' in the town which got in the wav
at the close of 1853 was unone other than
the second School Board elecdon, one of the
most fterce and determined soruggles which
even the Birmingham of those days had wit-
nessed. Mr. Charles Vince aad Mr. J. S. Wright
had been eclected in the minority on the firse
School Board in 1870, and were in the fore-
front of the struggle at ‘the elosc of 1873, when
their views tuumphcd by a huge ma ority. In
this connexion it is refreshing to fllnd in the
]ubllee liscthisentry: ‘Hopkins, J. 8. (per ].S. W)
£20", which means that Mr, John Sazchell Hop-
kius, President of the Birmingham Conservative
Association and a leading churchman, contribured
£20 to the Fund through Mr. _]ohn Skirrow
Wright, President of the Birmingham Liberal
Associarion and a leading Nonconformist. It
was perhaps pardy an ‘In Memoriam’ gifc, for
his ffther, Mr. J. H. Hopkins, was for 22 years
the Treasurer of the Auxiliary, He was a mem-
ber of Cannon Street Church, and a man of sweet
and saintly character.

The final note on this report is one
of seeming disaster, for the wrirer’s
illness, which had prevented him
carrying through his design, proved fatal some

Death of
Charles Fince.
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three wecks later, The death of Mr. Vince
inflicted a hcavy loss on the public life of
Birmingham and of the church throughout the
country. But nowhcere was that loss so deeply
felt outside his own church as in this Auxiliary
In the resolution placed on the minutes it says:
¢ For sixteen years he had been a member of the
London Committee; he twice preached the annual
sermon before the society in London; for sixteen
years he had been the senjor and acting seeretary of
this Auxiliary; and in every part of the country he
has sustained the cause of missions, by his powerful
advocacy, alike in the pulpit and on the platform.’

The resolution passed by the London Com-
mittee testifying among other things to his in-
Auence in securing financial help for missionary
work, observes:

<1t is largely due to his influence that the churches
in Birmingham now takc a place which is second to
nope in the generous support they give to the
Misston.’

Ac the following Breakfase Meeting the sum
of £ 100 was raised, and the Jubilee Fund finally
completed.



CHAPTER 1V
1371—1g23

The Young LHE year 1871 witnessed the estab-
Mcr's Bapein lishment by a number of the
Missionary  younger mien in our ranks of the
Sociesy. Birmingham Young Men’s Mis-
sionary Society, The central idea was the
necessity of educating the children of the mem-
bers of the native Church. Ar the annual
meetings of the Auxiliary that year Mr. Goolzah
Shah, a native of Bengal, had come as parc of
the deputation from the patent society. With
great earnestness and sincerity he laid before
all the meerings he addressed the importance
of the better education of the sons of native
Christians. The good seed fell on good ground,
and began almost immediately to germinate, for
the meeting which floated the Young Men’s
Society was held on October 5 under the presi-
dency of Mr, J. S. Wright. As stated by them-
selves the object of the Society was twotold:

1st. 'To promote sympathy with, and active interest
in, the work of Foreign Missions, especially in the
direction of the education of the sons of native
Christians.
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2zd. Tu provide for the suppurt ot the Boys!
Boarding School at Bishtopore, ncar Calcutta.

This school at Bishropore was cstablished in
1B71 for the purposc of securing this most im-
pertant object. The Young Men’s Society raised
cheir own funds, which were appropriately alio-
cated to the three chief cducationaF institutions
in India at that time, viz., Bishtopore School,
the Delhi Institute, and Serampore College.
The class lists of the first named, with the
marks auzined in the various subjects waught,
appeared regularly in the Report.

The Rev. Stephen S. Thomas, in
his report from the Delhi Insti-
tute in 1894, w the Young Men's
Society says:

“Joel Lall...is making rapid progress in his

studies; he is now in the First Arts Class at the
Cambridge Mission College.’
This is the Rev. Joel W. Lall, who has made
such a deep impression by his deputation work
in England recently. His career is part of the
romance of Mission work, and the following ac-
connt of him illustrates the value of giving the
highest possible education to Christian students.
It is contributed by Mr. Thomas, who is now
in England:

He was brought to me by his father about thirty

Foel Baig Lall,
M. A MO.L.
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yuears ago. The father died soon after and the boy
was lett in my charge to rear and cducate.

He matriculated in the Panjab University in 184
—look his B.A. with thrce Gold Medals from
St. Stephen’s College (Cambridge Mission} in duv
courst; took his M.A. with 2 Gold Medal 2 year
after; about four years later he took his M.O.L.
(Master of Oriental Literature) with another Gold
Medal and was (and [ believe still is) the only
Christian in India with that degree—it is a degree in
Arabic intended for Moslems, but out of sixty mil-
lions of them only about a dozen held the degrec.
Later he lcarnt Hebrew (purely selt-taughti and took
the examination, the equivalent of Oxford Honours—
being examined by Dr. Buchanan Gray (Mansfield:
and Dr. George P. Gould, and ¢ passed creditably’.

He waes my colleague in the training of Indian
preachers for many years. He is a tine and most
cloquent preacher in his own tongue—he 15 a devout
Christian—most humble-minded.

In 1920 he was Jent by the B.MLS. to the British
and Foreign Biblc Socicty as their Chief Reviser of
the Urdu Old Testament.

He was the Girst boy sent by me to the Cambridge
Mission High School, and T claim him as God’s seal
on a pulicy of co-operation with that Mission which
I have steadily pursued for nearly thirty years.

Two of the young men ar dhis
meeting in 1871 were George
Cauldwell and George Grenfell,
fricnds and fellow teachers at Hencage Streer
and both ardent supporters of Foreign Misstons.

The Three-
penny-bis Mind.
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Cauldwell waschasen treasurer of the new Society,
and Grenfell was appointted editor of 2 magazine
thev isswed called Afrssion J#7ork. Grenfell
apparently wiclded 2 tenchanr pen, as the
tollowing extract from one of his contributions
will show. Tc is certainly not less applicable to-
day than when it was first written. It is called
The Threcpenny-bit at the Missionary Meeting :
There is no mistzke that the threepenny-bit may
read out a salutary Jesson to many of its older and
bigger brothers. How seldom do we hear a hundred-
pound note say, °I was glad when they said unto me
let us go up to the House of the Lord”. 1f a ten-
pound note goes to a religious collection once in its
life i thinks it may walk in the counsel of the
ungodly all the rest of its days; while a sovereign
putting in ap appearance with its smaller relations
on the plate excites in the mind of the deacon an
unpleasant misgiving that somehow or other it has
got on the wrong track. 4 man with only a threepensy-
bit in bis pocket camuot travel wery far, and a man with
only a threcpenny-bit in bis mind cannot go much farther.

How admirably said! And Grenfcll was soon

to show how far removed was his own mind
from the measure of the threepeny-bit,

The ethics of giving, or perhaps the
state of mind of givers, weighed on
Grenfell as they have on other ear-
nest souls, and he rerurns to the subject in a sub-
sequent issuc:

(Filers an
Giuving.
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Three months ago I calied the attention of your
readers to the ®Threcpenny-bit at the Missionary
Meeting ’, and [ no sooner sit down to write than my
pen is inspired by the text, <Givers and Giving”. . ..
My former paper wus on the size of the donations—
my present paper is on the motives of the donors,

He proceeds 1o deal with the mechanical giver,
the sterestyped giver, the pationizing giver, and
the resigned giver. Let us quote a tew words
on the stereotyped giver because he is srill so
common !

Calling on a lady one day in aid of a certain charity,
she responded to the appeal with a shilling, telling me
she always made it a matter of duty to give to every
good cause, but that she never gave more and she never
gave Jess. Ungallant should I be to intreduce a lady in
such an attitude, were it not to place her at the head
of what I think is rather 2 large class. Thereisa
collection for candles, and the man gives a shilling ;
there is 2 collection for a college, and he gives a
shilling ; there is a coilection to replace a few bricks
that have been blown oft the chimney, and he gives
a shilling ; there is a collection to build a Protestant
place of worship in Rome, and he gives again—a
sbilling. There’s a collection to buy a new broom,
and to pay the chapel-cleaner, and he subscribes to
each the same amount; there’s a collection to send
the Bible to three hundred million Chinese, and
again his hand goes to his pocket, to fetch—a
shilling !

The Socicty recognized with great wisdom
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that while Christian education was needed in
India, the education of the churches in missionary
ideals at home was not less important. The
vounger men, thercfore, initiated, and for some
vears carvied through an excellent scheme of
quarterly addresses to the Sunday Schools con-
nected with our churches. They commanded
the services of 2 band of very capable missionary
speakers whose visits were keenly mtlmpated
and must have resulted in 2 marked quickening
of missionary interest and zeal. They also wook
in hand the annual Missionary Breakfast, re-
organized it on a fresh basis, so that it became
a source of income instead of loss. We repreduce
the second series of Quarterly Addresses, from
which may be seen the breadth of their missionary
outlook. This was in 1853 :

¢ Benefits to Children through

the Gospel. Rev. J. D. Alford.
Missions in West Africa. Mr. F. M. Young.
Francis Xavier and Henry

Martin, Mr. J. §. Wright.
St. Francis of Assisi. Mr. J. J. Holmden.
Pictures of Heathen Lands. Mr. R. Richards.
The Missionary in Orissa. Mr. Councillor

Ellaway,

Support of Missions. Myr. A. Poole.
South Sea Islanders. Mr. J. Dawson.
William Carey. Mr. J. Player.

Dr. Judson, Mr. A. Poole.
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The Cameroon Missions, Mr. F. M. Young.
Robert Moffatt. Mr. G. Cauldwell.
The Missionary, Mr. T. Lewis.
Madagascar. Mr. Hotchkiss,
The Bechuana Mission Mr. J. Player.
William Knibb. Mr. 8. J. Chew,

Our plan of arranging for the delivery of thesc
Addresses, simultaneously in the various schools, on
the third Sunday of the frst month in each quarter,
is very favourably entertained, and very pleasing testi-
mony on the part of the officers of the schools, as
regards the result, has been received by our Society.

Arrangements for the delivery of the third series
are now being made. We look forward to a long
and very successtul campaign on this ground.’

This list was issued by Mr. Thomas Morgan, the
Secretary, who was a grandson of the Rev. T.
Morgan, the first secretary of the Auxiliary in 1827,

The work was carried on by the young men
of the denomination until 1808, In the later
years its energies flagged ; there was no adequate
accession of young men equal in zeal or capacity
to those who had made the earlier vears so ve-
markably successful. In 1898 its constitution
was enlarged and it became the Birmingham
Young People’s Baptist Missionary Society,
though one or two survivors trom the move-
ment of 1871 were pardonably sarcastic, per-
haps, of the necessity of importing members
of the fairer sex ro help to save a remnanc of
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the work of the Younpg Men's Society. The
Young Peoflc’s Society continued with varying
success until 1902, when it was again re-formed
on the following basis and has so vemained till
to-day :

i. That the Young People’s Missionary Society be
reconstituted as a branch of the Birmingham Awux-.
iliary of the Baptist Missionary Society.

1i. That each church in the Auxiliary be requested,
when electing its representatives to the General
Compmiittee, to appoint one who shall specially
rcpresent the Young People on this Committee, and
that such Young People’s representatives shall also
be a Sub-Committee to organize the work of Foreign
Missions in the Sunday Schools and amongst the
young people of the churches.

iti, That this Sub-Committee appoint its own
officers, viz. Chairman and Secretary, and that it
act in conjunction with and report to the General
Committee of the Auxiliary.

A number of the members from the

(;Gr::}%;{ Young Men's Sociery dev eloTed into
leaders of the Auxiliary, although

the early members are now very few. Those
still in active association with the Auxiliary are
Mr. A. Caulkin, its most efficient Treasuver,
Mr. C. W. C, Coney, and Mr. C. B. Caswell,
while Mr. Joseph Hawkes, for a time a missionary
in the West Indies, is still connected with it
It was a grief o all thar Mr. W. Hastings, of
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Hencage Street, did not live to see the com-
pletion of the century. The chief personal con-
tribution the Society made was the shave it
had in sending George Grenfell into the mission
field. In him the Birmingham Auxiliary gave
to modern missions one of its outstanding
and heroic figures. By his intrepid and un-
ceasing labours he enlarged the boundaries of
knowledge. A bold and successful explorer, he
belongs to the small class of pioneer missionaries
of whom David Livingstone is both the
type and the chief. The Birmingham Churches
may be pardonably proud that he was raised
amongst them and chat he was impelled 1o his
life’s work by the influence of this Avxiliary.

P seomes i Few narratives are more inte_r:esﬂng
Staton Park, than the account of his decision to

become a missionary, as told by his
friend Cauldwell. According to custom, they
had gone a walk in the country, probably
inte Sutton Park. Grenfell appeared somewhat
self-absorbed, on which he was rallied by his
fitend. Flinging themselves on the grass,
Grenfell declared he had something on his
mind of an unusually serious nawre, of which he
wished to unburden himself, Cauldwell thought
he had penetrated his friend’s secret and that it
was concerned with a matter of affection for
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a young lady of their mutual acguaintance.
He was, however, silenced and rebuked when
Grenfell told of his desire and determination
to devote his life to the work of the Christian
missionary.

Thirty years later, with a long story of great
achievements behind bhim, and Cauldwell long
dead, he was walking in Sutton Park again with
his old Bolobo comrade, the Rev. John Howell,
who tells us how his mind was working to-
wards fresh developments:

¢The map of the unopened country was stamped
on that single eye of his. His dream was one of a
quick march into the dismal night of heathenism
with the light. His magnificent plans flashed six
hundred miles this way, eight hundred miles another,
with little trips by the Lomami two hundred miles,
Ttimbiri one hundred, &c., spoken of as small asides,
hardly worth mentioning. My imagination was so
fired that [ was at once dissatished with my work,
and wanted to offer for front-rank work. But,
“ No,” said he, ¢ you must stick where you are, and
do your work,™”’

T his is not the place for any detailed
account of his work on the Congo.
We can but refer to his experiences,
in which tragedy and romance were inextricably
mingled. There was the early pioneering ; the
establishment of mission stations, creeping like
a line of beacon lights across the dark continent;

E1

Darh_and ight
in the Congo.
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the tragedy of sickness and death which swept
away comrade atter comrade in what scemed an
endless suecession ; the horrors of the Arab slave
raids; the Belgian State, at first a source of help,
but afterwards for a time a horror as hideous as
that caused by any Arab raiders—through all
this Grenfell lived and laboured, outlived all his
early colleagues, and saw the undoubted dawn
of a new dav. Take the following extract
trom a letrer written in 1905 from Yalemba,
his last sration :

¢1 shall never forget one evening, a few weeks ago,
as we were looking for a good camping-place among
the reed-covered sandbanks, about half-way between
this and Yakusu. There was a threatening sunset,
and we sought a shelter from what promised to be
the stormy quarter. Then suddenly we heard strike
up “¢ All hatl the power” (Miles Lane) from on
board one of the big fishing canoes among the reeds,
We had not observed the canoe, but the crew had
recognized the Peace, and gave us what to me
was a glorious welcome which will long remain a
blessed memory. We anchored right there, and
found that the boys on board this canoe and several
others . . . had brought their lesson books with them,
and were * keeping school™ in the hshing fleet, and
teaching the hymns they had learned ashore to their
comrades afloat. Whose heart would not be moved
to hear ¢ Crown Him Lord of all” under such cir-
cumstances ?

It awas just about thir same place that, twenty-one years
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ago, we came Jirst into view of the burning villages of the
big Arab dlave raid of 1884, 1 livtle thought to live tn
see so blessed a change, and my heart went forth in praise,
Ycs, God’s Kingdom is surcly coming; day by day
the progress is not very apparent, but to mc there
is no fact more certain in the whole realm of Truth.’

The following year,on July 1, this great-souled
man passed away. At the Quarterly Meeting of
the Auxiliary in December 1906 the following
minute, drawn by the Rev. John Jenkyn Brown,
was agreed to in silence and in sorrow:

¢The Birmingham Auxiliary of the Baptist Mis-
sionary Socicty place on rccord their deep sorrow at
the {oss which the Socicty has sustained in the death of
their beloved and honoured brother, the Rev. Gearge
Grenfell.  They deem it a distinguished honour that
so eminent a servant of the Lord Jesus should have
been called from one of our Sunday Schools and one
of our Churches to carry the Gospel to the darkest
continent of the world; and they regard this call of
God and the devoted life of his servant as an inspira-
tion to our Sunday Schools and Churches to sustain
the missionary work which was so near to his heart
and to which he gave his life.

Mr. Grenfell was born at Beacon Hill, Sancreed,
near Penzance, in Cornwall, on the z1st of August,
18490. His parents came to Birmingham when
George was about three years old. They lived near
Heneage Street Chapel, and as the Sunday Schools
had a good reputation he entered them and apparently
never left them.  He was received into the Fellow-
ship of the Church in October 1864, and imme-
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diately became a Sunday School teacher, and for
some time was Secretary of the Girls’ School. 1n
18~1 the Young Men’s Missionary Society was cstab-
lished and Mr. Grenfeli was among the founders, and
in 1873 he entered Bristol College. His college
course was but brief, for in 1874 he entered upon his
life’s work by azccompanying Alfred Saker to the
Cameroons.

Heunceforth he gave his heart and his energies to
Africa, and the four years which he spent on the
Cameroons were only a preparation for his great
work on the Congo. He was deputed with Mr, T. J.
Comber to visit that great river as pioneers, and to
advise the Missionary Society as to the prospects and
means of establishing a Mission. In this duty his
life was often in the greatest danger, but his faith in
God and his courape never failed ; and they earnestly
recommended the Committee to enter upon the
work. The basin of the Congo and its tributarics
were the field of his Jabours for twenty-eight years.
He was an expert geographer and fearless pioneer.
The great affluents of the Congo, the Mobanga and
the Aruwimi, were visited and surveyed by him, and
Mr. Arthington had entreated him to try and reach
tbe central part of Africa. His last illness and death
were characteristic. He was teken ill at Yalemba
and no European with him. That illness increased,
and on the 18th of June the natives carried him down,
with touching affection and taithfulness, to Basoko,
where the State doctor was to be found, and who
attended him with rare devotion and did all that
medical skill could azccomplish. But on the 1st of
July he passed away without 2 word or direction to
any one.
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It is beautiful to sec how attached to him and
faithful were these Christian natives, They brought
him to the doctor, Dr. Grossule, and when this was
of no avail and his spirit had passed to his Redeemer,
these native Christians borc the remains of our
beloved brother to his Jast resting-place in the Basoko
cemetery, which is said to bc very beautiful.  His
grave is No. 42,

Thus passed away the last of the noble band who
commenced the holy work which has been so richly
blessed. As Livingstone died upon his knees in
Africa, so we can well belicve that the thoughts of
our brother were upen the land he so greatly loved.
His relations with all his brethren on the field were
of the most cordial character. They delighted to
think of him as their chicf and leader; and he
delighted to sympathize with them in all their diffi-
culties and work. He was ¢ clothed with humility
and he walked with God, and he was not, for God
took him.” ¢ How blessed are the dead who die
in the Lord.””

The Rev. obn  Lhe Rev, John Howell, one of the
Frowmilon  ex-Presidents of the Birmingham
Grefed.  Auxiliary, has kindly written the

following short tribute to his colleague and leader

for this skeech:

¢I met Grenfell for the first time at Bolobo in
August 1889. From that time a friendship began
that Jasted as long as he lived. The years we lived
and worked together on Bolobo Station as colleagues
pive the reason for my writing this brietf appreciation.
Without doubt, the early years and circumstances
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of Grenfell’s lite, in God’s hands, shaped him for the
great tasks that came his way on the Congo.

Arthington, an eager spirit, ready to do at his end
all in his power for the Congo, found Grenfell equally
cager and ready to attempt the great task at his end—
a task that was to call into play the special charac-
teristics of the man so well ftted for the work.

First, 1 would mention his quiet, persistent, tena-
cious courage that refused even to think of the
possibility of defeat. Then his great faith in men,
white and black, that always saw the possible good
in them,

Notice that first journey of hison the Upper Congo
in an open steel boat with half a dozen natives. One
thousand miles they journeyed, sleeping in the open
at night, travelling under a broiling tropical sun by
day, turning back only when the work he set out to
do was accomplished.

In connexion with those early voyages of the
Peace, he wrote forty years ago save one to a
Birmingham friend, as follows: ¢ We have encoun-
tered perils not a few, in damger by storms terrific,
rocks which knocked three holes in the steamer,
when we werc running away from cannibals at night.
We have heen attacked by natives, stoned, shot at by
poisoned arrows, the mark for spears time out of
count, natives climbed trees to shoot at us, chased
us in their canoes. Through it all one boy only was
slightly wounded by a poisoned arrow.”

Brave, patient, rcsourceful Grenfell! worthy of
your God and your task !

Young men all along the great river who were Joved,
believed in, and helped by our strong Christian
knight, rewarded him with their devotion. These
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are to-day living monuments to his consistent teach-
ing and unfailing courtesy.

Grenfell hated anything approzching slander. He
never failed to see good in people, and encourage it.
He was 2 friend of men and they knew it, responded
to his hopefu) spirit and hclpfulness; and became
better men.

As an explorer hc has written in deeds on the
Congo a record for all who will to see. His work
brought international recognition and praise.

His attachment to Africz was onc of affection and
devotion. He was never anxious to corne to England.
It was most difficult to get him to do so when neces-
sary. He always said, ¢ There is s0 much to do
here, and so few to do it.”

He died at the front, as he had worked, his hand
still to the plough, His was of necessity 2 lonely
furrow, but he carried it out straight to its end. A
friend recently told me that when he was at the Fails
he saw an old boy of Grenfell’s to whor he men-
tioned his native name, ““ Talatala.”” Tears sprang
to the man’s eyes. The man, Loleka, was a bad
lot, but Grenfell loved him into the Kingdom of
God; he is to-day an honoured member of the
church.  Grenfell has passed on, who will follow in
his train?’

High encomiums were passed on
the character and achievements of
Grenfell afier his death, “Few
explorers in any part of the world ", said 74
Temes,  have made such extensive and valuable
contributions to geographical knowledge as this

Grenfell
Afemoriafs.
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modest ntissionary, who, had hc possessed the
ambition and the “ push ™ of men who have not
done a tithe of his work, would have been loaded
with honours.” But the Royal Gengraphical
Jourmal gets ncarest the cxpéuacion when it
says, “ His geographical labours were not allowed
to interfere with his primary work as a mis-
sionary, to which he devoted himself wich un-
flagging zeal to the last”

Thereare several Jocal memorials. AtHeneage
Strect Chapel a memorial tablet was unveiled in
Scprember 1907, by the Rev. Benwell Bird, of
Plymouth, an old pastor of Grenfell's; and
a Grenfell Museum was established. The chief
memorial, and the one which would have made
the closest appeal to the man himself, is the
Grenfell Memorial Fund, raised by the Auxiliary
for the purpose of maintaining permanently at
Bolobo a medical missionary.

Two excellent biographies have aiso been
poblished—Sir Harry Johnstone’s Geerge G'ren-
Jell and the Congo, and the more personal life
by the Rev. George Hawker.



CHAPTER V
1873—1892

Wit the Jubilee Fund completed
the work of the Auxiliary went
seeadily on.  In 1876 the Autumn
Assembly of the Baptist Union met in Birming-
ham. Theresponsibility for the detailed arrange-
ments fell upon the Missionary Auxiliary, which
appointed special commiuees to deal with them.
The Union Committee consisted of the Mis-
sionary Commitcee with the addition of various
other gendemen, The Chairman was Mr, W,
Middlemore ; Treasurer, Mr. C, T. Shaw (whose
sou, Sir Napier Shaw, F.R.S., was, until recently,
at the head of the Meteorological Department)
Secretarics, the Revs. J. J. Brown and Henry
Platten, while the onerous position of Secretary
to the Hospitality Committee was undertaken
by Mr. E. M. Mitton.

Mr. A. H. Bayncs attended the July mecting
and outlined the proposed wrangements for
a Missionary Cenference, a Valedictory Service,
and a Missionwry Mecting,  Great  success
attended the mectings.

Rapeise Guion
Afeetin £
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tmieed TN 1877 the Auxiliary joined with
Mivsionary  the local committee of the London
Mecrings. Missionary Society to hold united
Annual Mcetings. The L.M.S. deputation con-
sisted of the Rev. G, Hall, of Madras, and the
Rev. E. H. Jones, Deputation Secretary; and
the B.M.S. deputation was the Rev. Isaac Allen,
of Dacca, 2nd the Rev. W. Andecson, of Reading,
and the sermon was preached by the Rev. C.
Stanford, of London.

In 1875 the Rev. Richard Glover,
of Bristol, first appeared in Birming-
ham to plead for missions with all
that gracious winsomeness that never failed 1o
conquer his audience. He came again in 1870,
1882, and 1888. With Mr. Glover (a5 he then
was) in 1879 came for the last time the vener-
able Alfred Saker, old and fever-worn, and
drawing near to the end of that remarkable
forey years’ service to the natives of West
Africa. Twice in these years was Mr. A. H.
Baynes at the annual gatherings—in 1848 and
1883. It was in these years that the visits of
missionaries began to be much more frequent.
From India came J.C. Page, A. Williams, James
Smith, G. J. Kerry, E. C. B. Hallam, G. H.
Rouse, T. R, Edwards, R, F. Guyton, E. §.
Summers, W. R. James. From China came

Some Spealers,
1871 o 28g;.
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A. G. Jones, Timothy Richard, F. James, A.
Sowerby; and from Afvica, H. Dixen, and
R. Glennie from the Congo.

The Rev. J. R. Wood, of London, was a
member of the deputation iv 1884 The Annual
Meeting of 1885 was very broad in its out-
look. The chair was wken by Sir Ricbard
Temple, Bart,, who had recently retired from
the Indian Civil Service, and the other speakers
were Dr. S. G. Green, President of the Baptist
Union ; the Rev, Timothy Richard, who had
won such a remarkable position in North China,
in the province of Shansi; and the Rev. James
Wall, of Rome. In the following year the
President of the Baptist Union came again—
this time it was the Rev. Charles Williams, of
Accrington, For three years, 1886, 188';, and
1888, a mass Juvenile Meeting was held in the
Town Hall on the Monday night of Missionary
Week. The Rev. Charles Joseph, of Small
Heath Church, gave addresses illuscrated with
lantern views on India, Congo, and China. On
each oceasion an interesting programme of music
was carried through by the Sunday School
Union Choral Society under the direction of
Dr. A. R. Gaul.

At the Quarterly Meeting in No-
vember 1887 a letter was reud
from Mr. George Grenfell express-
ing the great need of the Mission for a lathe

A lathe for the
Conga.
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It was resolved to make an appeal to the
churches for the amount necessary to purchase
the lathe and to cover the cost of its carsiage.
The swm of £42 was promised at the meeting,
the following churches undertaking o raise the
whole sum: Hagley Road, King’s Heath, People’s
Chapel, Erdington, Christ Church, Hamstead
Road, Sparkbrook, Small Heath, the Young
Men's Society, together with the Rev. J. J.
Brown. Itis pleasant to note that the Rev, Ben-
well Bird's church at Plymouth sent £8 towards
the £6o which it cost.

It had become customary to meet
at Graham Street Chapel, with an
occasional excursion to some other
centre where a convenient room could be ab-
rained. The Rev. John Hulme, of Stratford
Road, gave notice of his inteation to move that
the Commimee revert to the old method of
transacting the business of the Avxiliary. At
the January meeting in 1890 Mr. Hulme pro-
posed the following resolution, which, after
discussion, was carried :

¢ That in order to revive the interest of the mem-
bers of the Society in our work as a Committee and
to secure a better attendance at its business meetings,
it is desirable to alter the mode of procedure so as to
give them a Jarger share in the management of the
Society’s afhairs.

The Quncrb
Mectings.
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It is, therefore, proposcd that for the future the
Committee meetings shall be held quarterly at the
several churches of the Auxiliary in turn; to be pre-
ceded by a tea for the convenicnce of the members
and to afford opportunity for friendly intercourse,
that the business of thc Committee shall begin at
2 o’clock and close punctually at 8 o’clock or before;
and after the business meeting there shall be a devo-
tional service conducted by the minister of the
Church at which the Committee meets, z2nd to which
the friends worshipping in the Church shail be cor-
dially invited; and it is earnestly desired and expected
that every member of the Committee who can remain
for the devotional service will do so.”

This arrangement lasted admirably for thircy-
three years, All the Churches were anxious to
take their turns as hosts. The tea preceding
the meeting provided opporwnities for pleasant
social intercourse among keen missionary
workers, opportunities which, under modern
conditions, grow fewer, especially among our
Baptist Churches. This year, 1923, the Com-
mitiee decided to meetr regularly at a central
room for the transaction of its business, and give
up its long and wseful practice of visiting the
Churches in wrn.

Excellent annual meetings were held in 1891,
when the public meeting was presided over by
Mr. George Cadbury and addresses were given
by the Rev. T. M. Morris, of Ipswich, who had
recently returned from a visic to the Mission in
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China; by the Rev. G. H Rouse, M.A, LLL.B,,
of Calcutea; and the Rev. W. K. Landells, of
Turin. Special efforts were made to secure
good attendances in view of a cereain falling off
at impavtant gatherings. The full effect was
being experienced of the general migration into
the suburbs,
wemen's  The Birmingham Auxiliary has
Missionary  faithfully 1'el§ected the changing
“Asociarion. aspects of Foreign Missionary work.
Those changes have been chiefly in the direc-
rion of a greater breadth of view of the varied
duties the Church owes to heathen peoples, and
2 consequent intensive culture in issionary
propaganda. The remarkable change that has
occurred in the positon of women in society
generally is also reflected in the field of Missions.
Fram the earliest times the condition of wonten
in heathen lands lay heavy on the hearts of
missionary workers. Constant efforts  were
made as opportunity served to lighten the Joad
which these women had to bear. Owing to
the seclusion in which Eastern women lived it
was only slowly that missionaries’ wives pene-
rrzted into the privacy of the zenanas. hen
this was once accomplished a new field opened
for the energies and devotion of wnmarried
Christian women in the home churches. From
this arose the Zenana Missionary Society, which
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sought by its direct appeal to women to strengthen
this most important branch of Christian enter-
prise.

In February 1879 this Auxiliary
called a inceting in the lecture hall
of the YM.CA, then in Needless
Alley, for the purpose of hearing an address on
Zenana Work from Mys. Ettsington, of Benares.
In thanking the speaker the meeting expressed
its heartiest sympathy * with all Christian women
engaged in zenana work in India’, and assured
thein of its warmest prayer for their abundant
success, The meeting also *earnestly com-
mended to each congregation in the Missionary
Auxiliary the formation of a Ladies’ Assoeiation
for promoting Zenana Work in India, and to
co-operate with those engaged in that great
work . From this time the special work of
the women was kept well in front. In 1881
the Secretaries were divected to communicate
with Miss Kemp and Mrs. Rouse in the hope of
securing the attendance of one of them ar 2
sesies of meetings for promoting a deeper interest
in zemana work. The following year an attempt
was made stil] farther to organize this work by the
appointment of a Central Women's Committee
within the Auxiliary. The Churches were asked
1o appoint representatives on this Committee and
to communicate with Mrs, Vince and Mrs, Brown.

e

FTemana
Anxiliary.
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It is doubtful to what extent this was successful,
for at the mecting of the Auxiliary at Hamstead
Reoad Church in 1884 it was resolved *that
a Committee be appointed for Zenana Mission
work, consisting ot Mrs, Vince, Mis. Hawkins,
Mus. John Carter, Mrs. Blackwell, Mrs. Samuel,
Mrs, Poulton, Mrs. Jenkyn Brown, with power
to add to their number, and that Mrs, Vince be
convener’. From this time the Zenana Com-
mittee may be considered fully established, and
in the next vear, 1885, the Annual Meetings
of the Zenana Mission took their place for the
first time in the Annual Celebrations of the
Auxiliary. There were two annual nieetings,
one on Wednesday of Missionary Week in
Wycliffe Church, and the other on Thursday
in Hamstead Road Church. Mrs. Campagnac,
of Bristol, attended as the special depurtation
from the Zenana Mission Society. In 1886
wwo similar meerings were held, one at the
Church of the Redeemer, Hagley Road, the
other on the following evening at Christ Church,
Aston, when Mrs, Ellis, of Calcucta, was the
deputation. The following year Mrs. Campagnac,
of Bristol, was again the deputation. A few
vears later the custom of holding rwo meetings
was dropped, and one central meeting was held,
usually in the afernoon, but for some vears now
it has taken the form of an evening meeting.
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The zenana system, however, was limited
to Indix, and this Committe, notwithstanding
its name, ook for jts province the whole of the
missionary activities among women, whether
in the zenamas of India, or in the cities of
China and the villages of Africa. The com-
prehensiveness of tﬁis work was siill more
emphasized as the necessity for doctors and
norses began to arise in the continually widen-
ing sense of the needs of the heathen world.
It was an inevitable and necessary development
from 2enana work. Consequently, in 1913,
the Baptist Zenana Mission ceased rto be so
called, and assmmed the much more appropriate
name of the Women's Missionary Association,
The Birmingham branch is organized on lines
parallel with those of the general commitree.
It collects its own subseriptions, holds its own
meetings, and issues its own report. In rgax
the toral sum raised was £376—the previons
vear it was {411, For many years Mrs. Bonner
has been its devoted Hon. Sec,, and for tweney
years, till her removal to Torquay, Mrs. S, A.
Daniell its equally devoted Treasurer.

Comenary  With the dawn of the year 18y

Services of the came expectations of great things,

A.M.5. for the Baptist Missionary Society

celebrated in the aurumn the hundvedth anni-
F o2
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versary of its foundation. A series of mectings,
memorable and inspiring, was wranged at Not-
tingham, Leicester, Kettering, and Norchampton,
and great missionary declarations were macre by
the distinguished leaders of many Churches.
At all these meetings were some representatives
of the Birmingham Churches who heard the
name of Pearce honoured along with those of
Carev, Fuller, Ryland, Sutcliffe, and others.
The Birmingham Auxiliary determined o
make a big effort in honour of the Centenary,
In December 18pr a special conference of
members of the Commitiee and other friends
was held to consider the best means for ac-
complishing this. They began by recognizing
¢ with devour gratitude to God, the rich bless-
ings which have fowed from the formation of
the Baprist Missionary Society, as well wpon the
Churches at howie, as upon heathen lands’—the
italics are those of the original document—and
regarding ‘the approaching Centenary as a call
to renewed consecration and liberalicy in the
service of Christ”. The meeting was addressed
by the Rev. Dr. Glover, of Briswol, after which
the ministers of the Churches in the Auxiliary
and the representarives of the Churches were
appointed a Sub-Committee for the purpose of
raising a Centenary Fund. Mr. S. A, Daniell
accepted the position of Treasurer to this special
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Fund, and made a spirited appeal to the Com-
mittee to sct their hearts on raising a sum of
L's,000.

The Annual Meetings of the Auxiliary were
postponed dill November, the Gentenary Meet-
ings taking place dmmg the last weck of
September.  The suggested programme was full
enough, It included sermons on the evening
of Sunday, September 2y, in all the churches,
a Juvenile Meeting in the Town Hall on
Monday, while Tuesday was set apart as a great
missionary day all through Beginning wit
t:'nly morning meeting for prayer at 7.30 a.m,
it continued with a Ladies’ Zenana Meeting ﬂt
11 o'clock, a sermon at Carr's Lane at 3.30 pm,,
a Tea Mecting in the Town Hall at s5.30, cul-
minating in a Great Demeonstration in the same
Hall at 7 o’clock.

The Churches took a lively interest in the
celebration, which gave a decided imperus ro
Missionary enthusiasm generally. The Town
Hall meetings were crowded, the chief speakers
being the Rev. Dr. Glover, the Rev. J. G. Green-
hough, M.A., aad Mr. A, H. Bayncs, secretary
of the parent society. The Centenary sermon
was preached in Carr’s Lane by Dr. Glover,
who made a moving appeal to the Churches.
Although rhe high mark set by Mr. Danicll
wias not reached, the Auxiliary secured the
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very handsome sum of £2263 45 54, This
was raised in addition to the usual offerings,
which amounted in that year to £1,102 15 34,

Before the Fund was finally completed,
Mr. S, A. Daniell died and the Auxiliary work
lost a gencrous and wise supporter. My, Alfred
Canlkin snccceded him, and completed the
Treasurer's work.

Some of us still remember a vivid illustration
in Dr. Glover's speech in the Town Hall. He
recalled the story of Marshall Soult’s visit o
Londen at the funeral of the Duke of Welling-
ton. When the grim old soldier saw the wealth
and prosperity evidenced on every hand, he was
heard to mutter, *What a city w sack!” So
when Dr. Glover saw the wealth that was
indicated by the fine houses and beautiful ap-
pointments of our chief suharb, which he had
walked throngh that afternoon, like Soult he was
tempted to exclaim, ¢ What a place to sack—for

Christian Missions !’



CHAPTER VI
1892—1923

Thws chapter, which has to tell the
story of great trials and losses, must
needs start in a cheerful key, for
alter the Centenary celebrations of the B.M.S,
were over, the Auxiliaty wene forward with in-
creased vigour and hopefulness. The enthusiasm
generated by the Centenary found ies way into
the ordinacy channels of effort. This showed
itself mainly in a successful awempr to bring
the young people connected with our schools
and churches into closer touch with missionary
work by contact with the missionaries them-
selves. Headquarters in London, always anxious
to support well-directed aiins, agreed o allot three
missionaries from different fields of labour as the
deputation to the annwal meedngs. By a simple
methed of grouping this enabled every Church
in the ﬁuxi%iary to have a missionary with them
on the Sunday afternoon or on one of the nights
of missionary week. While the audiences have
naturally varied very much, the system has
worked well and has brought rhe missionaries
inte closer touch with the Churches than ever
betore.

Kenewed

Acriuities.
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In 1895 the last of a long series of
missionary sermons, stretching back
to 1823, was preached as one of the
annual fixeures by the Rev. J. H. Shake-
speare, MA,, of Norwich, The sermon was
then abandoned, which gave another night for
the prouped gatherings.

The last
Sermon.

Deashof  In March 1808 the Auxiliary

the Rev.  suffered a loss of peculiar poig-
Henry Bomrer. naney by the death of its greatly
beloved secretary, the Rev. Henry Bonner,
minister of the Hamstead Road Church. He
had served in this office for over ten years.
In the terms of the resolution of the Commitcee,
passed in solemn silence, ‘He was a brother
beloved because of his many virtues and graces:
especially for the faithfilness of his friendship,
his loyal and unswerving fidelity to truth and
conscience, the unaffected simplicity of his de-
meanour, and the singular sincerity and reverence
of his life,’

Referring to his character as secretary of this
Auxiliary the Committee further say: *His
earnest and devout interest in Missionary work,
his uniform courtesy to all with whom he was
associated and the faithfulness with which he
conducted the work of this Auxiliary endeared
him to all his brethren, and painfully impress
them with the loss they have sustained.’
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Appointment At the following Quarterly Meet-
of the Kev.  ing, on the motion of the Rev. |. M.
James Collets.  (Gwynne Owen, the Rev. [ames
Collett, of King's Heath, was unanimously called
to succecd Mr. Bonner as seerctary.  During the
first years of Mr. Collete’s secretaryship much
atrention was given to organization and frnance,
some details of which are given clsewhere.
Mr. Collett served the Auxiliary with rare
devotion and ability for sixteen years, a period
during which most important progress was made,
notab%y in the widening of women’s work, in
the ecarly developments of the medical mis-
sionary side, and the establishment of the Grenfell
Memorial Fund.

In tgoo the Rev. George Grenfell
Work in 1900. made one of his rare visits to the
homeland. His appearance at che
annual meetings was keenly andcipated, and it
was arranged that the President (the Rev. J.
Jenkyn Brown), representing the Auxiliary,
and Mr. John Player, representing the Young
People’s Society, should formally welcome him
before the public meeting. To the grear dis-
appointment of every one he was two ill to
attend.
During this year a circular was issued to the
Churches asking them to accepr a depusation to
visit them on behalf of the Society, and also
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to arrange for the delivery of a lecture on
* Pioncering on the Congo . Several Churches
applied for a deputation, and thirtecn arranged
for the Congo lecture.

The solemin glory of martyrdom has
descended upon one Birmingham
Baptist in the Mission field. We
record the name in simple veneration, remem-
bering that he who bore it is added to char
great cloud of witnesses who, from the days
of Stephen, have ‘sealed their testimony with
their blood’. The Rev. Silvester Frank White-
house was born here on August 14, 1867,
and from his earliest years was dedicated
by his mother to the work of the mission.
While in business he prepared for foreign work.
In 1888 he went to China as secretary to the
Rev. Hudson Taylor, of the China Inland
Mission, from which he was recalled by private
affairs at home. When the way opencd again
in 1890 he was accepted by the BMS. for the
staff in China. Writing from Tai-yuen-fu on
April 20, 1900, he says: ‘We greatly need
special prayers on our behalf, for as I write
chere is unwonted disturbance connected with
the preliminary examinations which are now
proceeding.” This was in the midst of the
Boxer Rising, and the letter reached its destina-

A Afissionary
Bldl'f)')'.
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tion about the time of the writer’s vivlent death,
Mr. Whitchouse was baptized at Victoria Street,
Bordestey Green, by the Rev. Charles foseph.

In 1901 this Auxiliary joincd again
with the London Missionary Society
to hold its annval meetings. The
Joint arrangements were carefully made and in-
cluded a complete interchange of pulpits berween
the two denominations on the Sundayv, a mis.
stonary sermeon in Carr’s Lanc by the Rev.
Dr. R. Glover, and a united missionary demon-
stration in the Town Hall, presided over by the
Lord Mayor {Alderman S. Edwards, J.P.) and
addressed by the Rev. R, Wardlaw Thompsun
(secretary of the London Missionary Socitty),
the Rev. J. S. Whitewright (Baptist Missionary
from China), and Mr. A. H. Baynes (secretary of
BM.S.).

Uiriited Annual
Afeetings.

In 1902 the Baptist Union held its
autumnal meetings in Birmingham,
in connexion with which the BM.S.
held its annnal meetings, which were a greac
success. In 1pos the annual Public Meeting
was alsoa Valedictory Service, when farewell was
tzken of four new issionaries going to their ficlds
of labour. They were the Revs. A, Castleton,
E. F. Smith, H. W, Pike, I. N. Rawson. The
Valedictory Address was given by the Rev. J. R.

B aledicrory
Seruice.
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Wood, of London, and che Valedictory Prayer
was offcred by the Rev. |. Jenkyn Brown,

In 1906, also, in pursuic of the new policy of
linking up the provinces with new missionaries,
a Valedictory Service was held, when leave was
taken of the Revs, H. I, Charter, C. B. Young,
and A. J. Garnier. The Valedictory Address
and Praver were taken by the Rev, Robert Gray,
of Oxford Road Church.

In May 1908 2 most interesting
meeting was held, when che Rev.
C. E. Wilson, B.A., and the Rev.
W. Y. Fullerton gave an account of their recent
visit to the mission stations in China,

Depiaation
to China,

On the 5th of March, 1907, the
Quarterly Mceting was held at
Oxford Road Church, Moseley., The
Rev, |. Jenkyn Brown presided with his usval
spirit and vigour. It proved t be his last
public service. Four days later he died. Little
or no attempt has been made in chis skerch w
differcntiate between one worker and another.
According to their scveral abilities, for a hun-
dred years the members of the Churches have
sought to carry on the great work begun in
this town so nobly by ‘the seraphic Pearce’
and his friends. But no onc acquainted with the
history of this Auxiliary will hesizare for a moment

Y Rru. ]ol'm
Fenlyn Brown.
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to give a very special niche to the memory of
John Jenkyn Brown. Of all the distinguished
pastors and public mien who have been enrolled
in its membership, Mr. Brown probably rendered
this Auxiliary greater service than any other man
in its history, and ceveainly during the second
halt-centary.  Coming to Birmingham in 1855
as the minister of the old Circus Chapel in
Bradford Strect, in snccession to Dr. Landells,
he became at once a member of the Committee,
and from that day for the long pericd of fifty-
two vears he served it with a zeal, an ability,
and 2 devotion to which no mere langu:tge can
do sufhcient justice.  Elected joint Honorary
Secretary in 1857, he ran in double harness
with Mr. Vince 1]l the death of the later in
1874, after which he bare the full responsibility
of that office till 1886. Thereafter, for many
years, he acted as permanent pre51dent of the
Auxiliary.  Advancing years had no eftect on
his attendance at its meeiings, or on his various
activities on behalf of its work. He cheerfully
depunzed for absent ofﬁcms, and his occasional
writing up of minutes is to be found in the
period of officc of each of his successors in
the secretariat.  He at once dominated and
inspired the Conumittce, not from any sense
of m‘lStflﬁlInch, but from his deep devotion
to the cxtension of his Master’s Kingdom.
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No other member had his breadth of know.
ledge and richness of experience, while his
enthusiastn was as fresh and ingenuous as that
of the youngest. As the minute recording
his death rtruthfully says: “He was one of
God's greatest gifts, and with profound thank-
fulness we acknowledge it. “Thine he was
and Thou gavest him o us.”" In an interest-
ing letter acknowledging the resolution of che
Cominitcee his son wrore: ‘The Missionary
Cause was especially dear to him. [ have reason
to believe that the first sermon he ever preached
was based on the words of our Lord, * Go ye,
therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Ghost,” and the last meeting he
ever attended, less than a week before he passed
away, was that of the Commirtee of the Birming-
ham Auxiliary at Oxford Road.’

The deach of Mr. Brown brought a change in
the procedure of electing officers.  For a long
period, when the Commitee desired no other
persont in the chair, it had been the custom 1o
elect annually a Vice-Chairman. Such officer
very rarvely found it necessary to preside over
the Committee, but usually was called upon to

reside at one of the annual gatherings, an
Eonour greatly appreciated. The custom now
obtained of the Vice-Chairman of one year
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becoming, 7pse facte, Chairman for the following
year; and the further agrecment that these
oftices should be filled alternately by a minister
and a layman, Mur. Brown's immediate successor
was the Rev. Robert Gray, of Oxford Road, a
large-hearted and wise supporter of missions, and
the mo  genial and lovalg e of men,

The Medicat 1t has often been a theme for won-

aissiomary  der that the Reformed Churches

“sswciation. gshould have made no organized
effort for the evangelization of the heathen
world undl the last few years of the eighteenth
century. How could they have failed so com-
pletely in understanding the directly expressed
will of Christ? But our wonder is changed o
selfFaccusation when we remember our own
amazing dullness in regard to medical missions.
Our parent society is now 13t years old, but
the Medical Missionary Association has only
completed its twenty-first year—so long were we
in realizing that rhe ideal method of missions
was that of Christ himself, in which the preach-
ing of the Kingdom and the healing of sickness
went hand in hand. There was medical work
in the mission field before that, but it was a
kind of humane addition to the chief task of
preaching and teaching.

Apparently the Church Missionary Society
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made the hrst organized efforts to push forward
serious medical mission work as an integral and
fundamental necessity ot modern missionary
enterprise.  Like all great discoveries, it was so
simple as to be perfectly obvious when once
pointed out, and the other sociedes rapidly fol-
lowed the noble example of the CM.S. In
1902, when the Baprist Medical Mission was
inaugurated, there were three gified medical
missionaries already in rthe field, Dr. Emily
Farrer and Dr. Vincent Thomas in India, and
Dr. J. Russell Watson in China, all of whom are
well known in Birmingham. It cannot be
claimed that the Birmingham Aunxiliary was
ahead of any other in calling for medical work
in the mission field, but we can claim that when
the appeal was made the Birmingham Churches
immediately responded and added chis to their
other responsibiﬂties.

pr. . F. Dr.Moorshead was invited to address
Moarshead’s  the Quarterly Meeting in June 1903,
vt and a General Meeting afterwards.
This he did, explaining that the Medical Mis-
sionary Auxiliary of the Baptist Missionary
Society and the Baptist Zenana Society was
a new department of the B.M.S, but not a new
organization. Its immediate object was to pro-
vide hospitals, medicines, and surgical appliances
G
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to the medical missionaries already ac work, and
when funds would allow to increase the number
of medical missionaries. Dr. Moorshead also
addressed a well-artended meeting ar Wyeliffe.
A resolution was unanimously passed earnestly
commending to the hearty support of the
Churches the claims of the new venture.

This was tollowed up with a serics of meetings
at various churches addressed by Dr. Moowshead,
the devored secrerary of the Medical Missionary
Associatton since its initiation, and Dr. Creasey
Smith. The churches arranged for were the
following: Hagley Road, Hamstead Road,
Wycliffe, People’s Chapel, Balsall Heath, Erd-
ington, Spring Hill, Smail Heath, King’s Heath,
Stratford Road, and Heneage Street.

The Churches responded to the appeals made
and 2 new list of contributions now began to
appear in the annual financial statement.

A new and most important comniz-
; ment was made by the Auxiliary in
" 19o6. It decided to hold a Mis-
sionary Exhibition in November of that year in
support of the medical work and to raise the
subscriptions of the Churches, if possible, to the
sum of £'18c a year for the support of Dr. J.
Russell Watson's work in China. The exhibition
was inavgurated by a children’s demonstration

Grenfell
AMemerial Fun
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on Saturday, November 3; references to the
subjtcl. were made in the churches on Sunday ;
and on Monday cvening Dr. Moorshcad gave
his cinematograph lecture, with Dr. Percy [aush
in the chair. The Exhibition, which was held
in the rooms of Wyclifte Chorch, occupicd the
vest of the weck. The Committee had the
great advantage of the presence of Dr. Emily
Farrer, of Bhiwani, India; of the Rev. J. Percy
Bruce, of China; and of the Rev. John and
Mrs. Howell, of the Congo. At intervals the
sight-seeing was suspended while these {riends
gave shore five-minute speeches on illustrations
of their work contained in the Exhibidon.

On the first day of the Exhibition a change
was made in its immediate objective. The news
ot the death of George Grenfell had been received
a few days earlicr, and the circumstances of his
death drew attention to the dire need of skilled
medical attention in the Congo for the sake of
our own missionaries as well as of the natves.
Not 2 single medical missionary was located
there, What better memorial to the distin-
guished missionary explorer was conceivable than
a2 permanent medical missionary on the Cougo
sopported by the Churches of Birmingham?
Inquiries elicited the fact that to accomplish this
would require a guaranteed income of £25o0 per
annum. It was decided to assume this responsi-

Gt
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bility, which added enormously to the interest
and swuceess of the Fxhibition. Promises and
gifts werc made which covered this sum, and
the George Grenfell Memorial Fund became for
the time being a happy accomplishment, Tt is
not in any spirit of anxiety or lack of fzith thar
we point out that the passing years are with-
drawing some of the contributors to that Fund;
and if it s to be kept adequate new subscribers
will be needed to honour the memory of a great
missionary by this work of mercy. Mr. T. H.
Bond, who acted as secretary to the Exhibition
Sub-Committee, was able to report a sum of
{260 per annum as already promised.

At the March meeting in 1907 it
was announced that Dr. E. C.
Girling would be ready shoriy to
take up work in the Congo, and it was resolved,
subject to his acceptance by the London Com-
mittee, to adopt him as the medical missionary
supported by the Grenfell Memorial Fund.
Dr. Girling afterwards visited the Auxiliary and
received a very warm welcome. He was located
at Bolobo, on the upper river, which he reached
in 1908. The series of letters sent by him o
the Auxiliary, which were distribured among
the Churches and afterwards printed in the
annual reports, brought home very vividly the

nr. E C Gird-
ing‘: adaption.
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helplessness of the native in all medical martters
:mclP the pathetic folly of natdve atrempts ar
treatment. It is not difficalt to understznd the
surprise and fgr:uimdc of men and women who
receive relief by the skill of the medical mis-
sionary, or of the way in which the rtidings
spread.

In one of these letters Dr. Girling says:

¢Two days ago we successfully surprised the
natives here by removing a very large tumour from 2
mzn who comes from the neighbourhood of Stanley
Falis. His gratitude and faith in the doctor arc
touching . . . Since he was operated on others have
come with tumours to be removed, but what can I
do¢ There is no place to put them afterwards, no
hospital, my chloroform is nearly finished, 2nd I am
alone, and these big operations involve untold risks.’

In the course of an itinerary trip up river he
writes

¢ At Yalemba and Yzkusu I managed to do a little
medicine and surgery; also at Upoto, where | was
unfortunately compelled to stop on my wezy back to
Bolobo owing to a touch of fever, I was enabled to
help a few sufferers.

At Bopoto I was struck apain with the density of
the population closc to the Mission, and also heart-
broken to think of the ridiculously inadecquate staff
we have stationed at Upoto to evangelize this
district . . . A doctor would have 2 splendid opening
there and would soon need one or two colleagues and
a hospital for his work. The same is true of Yakusu.’



102 Srmy of a Hundred Years

In Janwary 1911 he speaks hopefully of the
new buildings for Dispensary and Hospital that
werc rising.

“Last year’, he says, <we had 11,2138 attendances
at the Dispensary, of which 1,818 were new cases.
There were 84 men and 61 women who passed through
our hospital wards. .. . Two new departments have
been started since our return.  We have commenced
seriously to bght for the lives of some of the earlier
cases of sleeping sickness by the latest approved
methods ; and we bave started, on a very small scale,
to train boys in the rudiments of surgery and medi-
cine. When we shall be able to extend this branch
depends largely on the success that attends our efforts
with these two lads; nothing of this kind has been
attemnpted here before. . . . One of the most difficult
problems is the languape. To try and teach an
advanced science like physiology and other branches
of medicine in a primitive language like Bobangi is
not easy. . . . One has to create words.”

The doctor’s journeys were not always wich-
out adventure.

© At Ngongo my head boy, Witaha, was tossed by
a wounded buffalo and rather badly hurt. Fortunately,
he was not dangerously wounded znd is now well
again. . . . We left Lukolela in the steel boat, and
slept two nights on the journey down river to Bolobo;
the first part of the journey was rendered somewhat
exciting by the large number of hippopotami in the
river; onpe, either by design or accident, lifted the
stern of our boat up and let us down again rather
suddenly. 1 don’t know whether we or the hippo
were the most surprised.’
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Nurse Clappen. 10 combating  sleeping  sickness,
wm sleeping  that scourge of Central Africa,

sickmers. Bolobo Hospital and its staff have
played a greac part. The State showed its appre-
ciation by supplying them gratuitously with the
costly drug atoxyl, with which patients need
to be inoculated.  Writing at the end of 1916,
Nurse Clappen observes:

¢ We are grateful to the State for doing all they can
to assist us in our efforts to check the spread ot this
awful discase. All natives journeying on the river
steamers or going by canoe must first get from us a
medical passport certifying that they are physically
fit, with no symptoms of sleeping sickness.

Each native who comes to us for a passport is

examined, and if he is found to have enlarged glands,
his blood is carefully examined, and if tryps. are
found, then he has a coursc of injections and naturally
does not receive a passport.’
That the Belgian State should place our Medical
Mission in such a responsible position speaks
volumes for the self-denying and consecrated
work of our missionaries.

The growing figures at the Dispensary pro-
vide a farther proof of its increasing usefulness.
The 11,218 attendances of 1910 have becomy
some 27,800 in 1921.

Dy. Girling came 1o England on furlough in
1915. His address to our Auxiliary so impressed
its members with the growing needs of che
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Hospital and its almost unlimited opportunitics
of ministry, that a resolution was unanimously
agreed to that in our Aoxiliary we make it our
imnrediate aim to support not only Dr. Girling
himselt at Bolobo but Nurse Clappen also, this
being an additional charge on our people of
LYoo per annam.

Dr. Girling’s most useful work was
interrupted by the Great War, Arx
its close he returned to Congo, but
the health of his family, to the great regret of
the Committee, made his retirement from Africa
imperative. He was succeeded by Dr. Vietor
Joy, whose arrival at Bolobo with his wife and
Nurse Bell was pictured in the Missionary
Herald of December 1922, Before they sailed,
Dr. and Mrs. Joy paid a visit to Birmingham,
They were cnthusiastically welcomed at =z
crowded meeting.  Though their stay was short
they made many friends; and the Auxiliary had
the satisfaction of feeling chat the high traditions
of Bolobo would be most worthily maintained.

Dy, Girling's

Fetivement.

The medical side of our missionary
interests is now supervised by a
sub-committec of the Auxiliary, and
under its avspices an 2nnual meeting of the
Medical Missionary Association is held in the
spring of the year. Its hon. sec. is Mr. I
Steane Player, of Erdingtan Church.

Afedical Sube
Commitice,
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pr. & a Finally, the Auxiliary is devoutly

Lees and  thankhil that from its midst there

Ts-an-fu.  has gone intw the Medical Mis-
sionary held Dr. Alec A. Lees, a man thoroughly
imbucd with the true missionary spirit combined
with high technical qualifications and personal
gifts. Itis to his hospiral at Tsi-an-fu, Shensi,
China, recently damaged by earthquake, that
the Auxiliary trusts, as a result of the Centenary
celebrations, to make 2 notable contributian.

At the December meeting of the Auxiliary
in tgxa it was decided to appoint a central
secretary to organize the Birthday Gitt Scheme
in the Birmingham Churches, and generally two
foster the work of the Medical Missionary
Association. In a further resolution heartfelt
congratulations were conveycd to the B.M.S.
Medical Missionary Auxiliary on the coming of
age of the Medical Missionary Association. The
resolution expressed graticude for the splendid
service rendered to M.M.A. during the period ;
for the devoted servants of God who have so
ably and successfully pioneered and furthered
the work of the M.M.A,, and for the Medical
Missionaries and Nurses who, under che auspices
of that Auxiliary, have brought such untold
help and blessing, both physical and spiricual,
to countless thousands in India, and China, and
Africa.



106 Story of a Hundred Years

The year 7014 1He year 1914 was 3 year of

ard e mingled hope, sadness, and appre-

Grear War. hension. Hope and joy inspired

the nieeting at which Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Bond
gave their deeply intevesting narrative of their
visit to the Churches in Jamaica. Sadness fell
on us as on all the Churclies when Mr, Alfred
Henry Baynes, perhaps the greatest of our past
misstonary secretaries, died towards the c?ose
of the year; while deep apprehension was
experienced on every hand when the war
clouds that rapidly gathered over Europe during
the summer broke on the fateful fPourth ot
Augusr.

Mr. Baynes was a man of rare and powerful
individuality. During the time he occupied the
secretarial chair ar the Mission House the work,
both at home and abroad, showed the pressure
of his mind upon it 2nd responded to the impact
of his energetic spirit. At the great Cencenary
meeting in Nottingham in 1892 the Rev. Hugh
Price Hughes said of him :

¢ [ believe that God has given the Baptist Missionary
Society, in Mr, Baynes, the best missionary sccretary
now living. . . . 1 exceedingly wish he was like the
worms znd some animals of that Jow type, that he
rnight be cut up into separate picces, and each piece
become the same as the original animal was. If that
werc possible I would hew him in pieces before the
Lord on this very platform, but I would carry off at
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least one picce for the benefit of my own missionary
society. Thank God for an enthusiastic leader with
large ideas and daring enterprise.

The compliment was deserved and illustraces
the position he occupied among the Churches,
The calls upon him were urgent and numerous,
and he occupies a place in this sketeh because
of his visits to this ciry and the help and inspira-
tion he afforded to this Auxiliary.

When the preat Evropean War

The War. Dbroke out it is not too much to say
that men’s hearts failed them for

fear. The whole procedure of war was such
a denial of the spirit of the Gospel of Christ,
the passions it engendered were so hostile o its
fundamental teaching, the spectacle of the chiet
nations of Christendom engaged in a dreadful
orgy of slaughter and destruction before the
cyes of heathen peoples was so humiliating and
repugnant, that for a time it seemed to shake
the very basis on which missionary work stood.
Happily, this was only a passing mood. This
Auxiliary, in solemnly reviewing the position
created by the war, came to the conclusion thar,
so far from weakening the Christian appeal, it
added a dreadful emphasis to the necessity of
preaching the Gospel of Peace 1o the whole
world. A moment of painful perplexity and
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then an wnmistakable call w po forward was
vur experience, A suriking appeal was issued
to the Churches signed by the officers of the
Avxiliary. The crisis was so greac and rthe
appeal so admirable that we reproduce it here:

BIRMINGHAM AUXILIARY
BAPTIST MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

THE

GREAT EURQOPEAN WAR
1914

Ai Urgent Appeal to our Supporters in the Churches
of Birmingham and District,

This tremendous time is 2 glorious opportunity for
heroic service and sacrifice.  Our hearts are stirred
as we see how nobly our men are everywhere respond-
ing to the call of King and Country. There is also
the call of Christ, more solemn and insistent than any
ather. Had the naticns of Europe obeyed Him, the
appalling strifc would have been impossible.

There is more need than ever for the message of
Jesus, What can we do to pour quenching streams
of love upon all the fiery burnings, and healing oil
into the wounds of humanity? To relax our cHorts
tor the spread of the Gospel would be an admission
of defeat. At the spectacle of Christian nations in
the grip of hateful and murderous conflict the heathen
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are saying, tn disappointment or in scorn, ¢ Where is
now their God?’ [t is more than cver ncedta! that
wc closc our ranks and carry on the spiritual warfare,
Let us show our heathen brothers and sisters that
God is not dead, but lives and loves, and speaks in
the words and deeds of His children. We must see
to it that the Missionarics in the held, whom we
have sent out in Christ’s service, do not suffer
unnecessary hardships through lack of funds. IP%e
copfidently bope that in all our Churches the Collectors of
Missionary Subscriprions will de their valuable work ac
wswal, Let all givers have the opportunity of helping
as before,

¢ Business as usual * is 2 fine motto, not only for the
nation, but for the Church.

We conclude with the words of Sir Alfred Pearce
Gould, as written in the Scptember Herald :

¢In spite of the partial disorganization of business
that will be caused by the war, and the heavy claims
that the country will make upon all of us, it is
absolutely imperative that we should maintain the
work entrusted to us. The command of Christ is
not conditional upon the prosperity and the con-
venience of His Church. The history of our
Society is a striking refutation of such 2 suggestion.
1t was founded at the time when all Christendom
was shaken by the French Revolution--a child of
storm and stress—and through the years of the
Crimean War, followed immediately by the Indian
Mutiny, and through the recent South African War,
its income showed no falling oft. We feel assured
that, at this present crisis, the supporters of the
Mission will show the same genervus devotion, and
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the same loyal obedience to the Divine commission,
as its founders and supporters in the past.’
(Signed) T. Epcar Trruuss,
Chatrman of Committee,
ALFRED CavrLkin,
Hon. Treasurer.
Manrcarer E. BoNNER,

Hon. Sec. Women’s Missionary
Association.
T. H. Bowp,
Young Peaple’s Secretary.
J. ArTtiUR MooRE,
General Secretary.

The appeal evoked a fine response. Notwith-
standing the increasing stress and strain, the
disappoirtments, the losses, the sorrows of the
long and devastating years, the Auxiliary con-
tinued all its activities.  Its quarterly and annual
meetings were all carried through. Under the
difficulties of food rations the Annual Breakfast
was of necessity abandoned, but not the Break-
fast meetings, and a special offering was taken
at their close to avoid the loss that would have
otherwise accrued from the absence of the usual
profit on the breakfast. The annual offerings,
too, showed no diminution, so keen was the
sense of responsibility among the Churches; and,
it may be added, so close home did the war
bring the realities of life and death.
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But the difficulties of the parent society were
cumulative, and the tremendously increased cost
of everything arising from war conditions put
2 severe strain upon its FESOuFccs.

In 1918 the Laymen’s Movement Sub-Com-
mictee, under che presidency of Mr. E. Antony
Lees, met to consider this serious condition.
It resulted in the sum of /696 18r. being sub-
scribed as 2 special contribution to the Baptist
Missionary Society funds in view of these special
demands. The sum brought the amount raised
by the Auxiliary that year to 3,368 115, 84—
ander the circumstances of the hour a truly
noble sum_

Part of the sad price of war had to be paid
by our work at Bolobo. Dr. Girling, our Gren-
fell doctor, felt called ro offer himselt for service
in France, where he remained from the autumn
of 1915 till the close of the war, not returning o
Bolobo until 1920. Meanwhile, Miss de Hailes
carried on the hospital work with rare devotion
viti] Nurse Clappen returned in 1916, Nurse
Clappen did fine work during that and che
tollowing year, when the burden proved too
heavy to be borne longer; she had a secious
breakdown and had to return home. Nurse Bell,
who had been kept in England through the
impossibility of obtaining passports, reacbed
Bolobo in April 1918. She was thus mercitully
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enabled to fill the gap. She wrote that ajthough
the work was a great strain, owing to the absence
of a doctor, she managed with the co-operation
ot the staff and the help of natives to kee

things going. Unformnately, Nurse Clappen
did not regain her health sufficiently to return
to Bolobo, and transferred her energies for
a time to Rhodesia. The way in which chese
three splendid women discharged the heavy
responsibilities of those trying years is worthy
of the unstnted gratitude of the Churches.
Largely to their simple courage and persistence
is due the fact that this centre of healing and
Christian compassion was saved from closing
down altogether.

The brotherly union which exists
among all Christian workers in the
Forcign field has been exemplified
to some degree at home. In 1518 the Church
Missionary Society conducted a campaign among
the Churches in Birmingham, and in the Town
Hall on November 25 a deeply interesting
united gathering took place. This Auxiliary
entered into the scheme with devout thankful-
ness that such a demonstration of unity of spirit
was possible.  All the other Free Churches
joined, and there was thus presented to the
world the spectacle of a united purpose in
dealing with the urgent needs of heathen lands.

R.AMS and
(8.2
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Wordbraoke The Committee of the Auxiliary
and found it recessary in 1918 o take
Carey Hall. gerion owing to certain charges
made against Woodbrooke, and indirectly, there-
fore, against Carey Hall. The [ast named is
a Training Cellege for women missinnaries at
Selly Oak, who have the advantage of acending
lectures at the Friends' Sertlement at Wood-
braooke. The charges werc made by Dr. A. C.
Dixon, and appeared in the Sword and Trowe/
among other publicacions. They were replied
to by the Warden of Woodbrooke in the Baprist
Times and Freeman of November 20, 1pi8.
At the next Quarterly Meeting the Auxiliary
unanimously adopted the following resolution :

¢That this Committee, having heard with great sur-
prise that the teaching given at Woodbrooke and at
Carey Hall, Birmingham, is in some quarters stated
to be contrary to the mind and spirit of Christ, and,
therefore, unsuitable to the instruction of misstonary
students, and being led to understand that such
statements are prejudicial to the work of bothb insti-
tutions, and calculated to hinder their support, we
hereby wish to assure the Warden of Woodbrooke and
the Principal of Carey Hall of our confidence, both
in them personally and in the value of the teaching
given to their students, and that we place on record
our sense of the great work to the Kingdom of God
of both these institutions, of which all Birmingham
Baptists are justly proud.’

H
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Remembering still more recent charges made
against our Indian missionaries, it is well to
record these facts. It may also be useful to
point out that the BMS. was the firsthruirs
in our denomination of a softening of the hard-
shell  Calvinistic theology of the cighteenth
century, under which the Churches had become
so hidebound as to have lost almost entirely
their evangelistic fervour and spirit of adventare.
The new spirit breathed over the Churches of
Birmingham and neighbourhood with the advent
of Edmund Edmonds, of Bond Street, and Samuel
Pearce, of Cannon Streer. It was their inHuence
which explains the readiness of Bitmingham
Baptists to take at once tw their hearts the
movement which started at Kertering.  As
against the little garden walled around they ser
the infinitely nobler and truer conception of
the whole wide world for Jesus Christ.

In 1919 the Baptist Companies of
the Boys' Life Brigade in Birming-
ham detcrmined to regard Mis-
sionary work as an item in their programme. To
make the aim conerete, they Eecidcd to direct
their efforts to the support of the Hospitl at
Bolobo. The movement has been adopted
nationally, 2rd by other denominations included
in the B.L.B. Movement. It suggests greac
possibilities for the futre.

B L.R. and
Ralobo.
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withdrawai  Owing to the serious and continted
of the Rev. il health which cventually causcd
J. A Moo his removal from the city, the
Rev. J. A. Moore was compelled to relinquish
the position of hon. secretary which he had
filled with marked ability and faithfolness for
six years. He was succeeded by the Rev. Kenyed
Smith, who brought with him a freshness and
fecvour gained by his personal services in che
mission held of the Congo, from which he had
been driven by health difficulties which had
made continuance there impossible. For the
second time in its hiscory the Auxiliary was
served in chis important office by a returned
missionary, as the Rev. Thomas Swan began his
career on the staff of Serampore.

This brought us to 1p20, when the
4 Groas Tea,  BapUist Union again held its Annual

Meetings here. It was a great mis-
sionary year. On the first Sunday in May no
fewer than forty.one services were carried
through by Baptist missionaries. A solemn and
impressive Valedictory Service was held in Carr’s
Lane, presided over by Dy, Charles Browi, and
leave was taken of old missionaries rewurning to
fields of arduous service and of some going ouc
for the first time. Among these the Birmingham
Auxiliary ook a spccia? personal interest in

H 2



TI16 Story of a Hundred Years

Miss Mary CGallett, who was trained for her
work in India at Carey Hall, and who was the
daughter of the Rev. James Collett, for sixteen
vears the greatly esteemed secretary of the
Auxiliary.

At night the Town Hall was crowded in
every part, the chair being occupied by
Mr. Herbert Marnham, ex-president of the Bap-
tist Union, and the speakers were Sir Alfred
Pearce Gould, the Rev. 8. S. Thomas (Delhi),
the Rev. J. A. Clark (Bolobo), and Dr. R. F.
Moorshead.

The annual meetings of the Auxiliary, post-
poned till September, well sustained the interest.
The Town Hall was again crowded under the
presidency of the Rev. John Howell, and at this
gathering a proud and affectionate farewell was
taken of Dr. Alec A. Lees and Mrs, Lees on the
eve of their departure to Chinz; also of Miss
Smurthwaite, of Bearwood Church, destined for
India.

The Bishop of Birmingham (Dr. H. R. Wake-
field) showed the breadth of his sympathy in
consenting to preside at the public meeting in
the Town Hall on the occasion of the Annual
Meetings of 1921. The deputation included
Signor Ignazio Rivera, of Florence, representing
our Jralian mission, which is to be raken over
by the American Baptists.
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A new type of mecting was cxperi-
mented with this year —a Missionary
Parliament—which was held at
Victoria Street, Small Heath, and regarded some-
what as a paccern card.  The s;uisfgcrory result
cncourngec? the Auxiliary to arrange on< as pare
of the Annual Meeting fixtures the next year,
in which the following missionaries took part:
the Revs. H. R. Williamson, M.A., B.D. (China),
W. W. Winfield, BA., B.D, and J. Johnson
{India), C. E. Pugh and F. G. Excll (Congo),
Mus. Holman Bentley (Congo), and Miss F. L.
Lusty (India). The question discussed was,
* That the most pressing need of the day is to
strengthen existing work of the Baprist Mis-
sionary Society,” to which an amendment was
moved, ‘That the most pressing need is to advance
into unevangelized regions.” The speaking, which
was very evenly balanced, brought out much
interesting information, which the nuvelty of
the arrangements tended to emphasize.

Alisrionary
Parliaments,

o The Avxiliary watched with keen
M‘.i};;:r;fm_ interest che attempt of the Bapuist
Laymen’s Missionary movement to

secure for the BM.S. the historic house at
Kettering where the society was born, and
preatly rejoiced in its success. They 1ppomtcd
the Rev. J. T. Dawson, Messrs. A. Caulkin and
E. Antony Lees a deputation to represent them

H 3
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at the opening and dedication of the house as a
home for missionaries on furlough.

The Auxiliary was sdll farther gratified when

it learned that the Rev. J. Howell and Mrs.
Howell had accepted the invitation to be the
first Wavdens. Sincere gratitude was expressed
to them for the splendid secvices thev had ren-
dered to the cause while resident in Birmingham,
and the best wishes for the work they were
underraking at Kertering, for which they were
*so eminently fitred both by temperament and
training .
In April 1922 a most important
conference of representative men
connected with the Church, Uni-
versity, and business life of Birmingham assembled
to hear an address from Dr. Harold Balme, of
Tsinan,

Dr. Balme is the principal of che international
and inter-denominational Christian University
in the province of Shantung, and the object of
this and similar visits paid to other centres was
to elicit sympathy and help by linking up that

work with various English centres.

Dr, Harsld
Balme's visie,

The chief business of the year 1923,
when the Auxiliary completes its
hundred years of history, is naturally
the preparation for the celebrations in Septem-
ber and October.  For this work an influendial

The Centemary
Tear,
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and representative  commmittee was appointed,
whose a2ims and recommendations are sct out in
detatl in an appendix to this sketch.

We cannot close this brief and very
Conclusion.  imperfect narrative without an ex-
pression of devout thanks to God
for the many blessings which have come to our
Churches through participation in Missionary
enterprise. It is impossible to measure the
spiritual impact which has been felt by our
Churches at home through their efforts to assisc
the founding of Christian Communities among
heathen peoples abroad. 1In times of changing
thought, and varying emphasis on phases of
truth, it has driven us back continuously and
consistently on the simple verides of our Chris-
tan Faith. It has proved the oneness of the
human race by the discovery thart, whatever the
contrasts in material conditions, onr needs and
yearnings are the same; and that the teaching
of the New Testament provides 2 complete
response to both. It has reinforced the impor-
tance of the sweet humanities of life, and shown
how these may be made available to men sunk
in savagery and sin. Everywhere it has lifred
men from the pit of degradation and set their
feet on a rock, and shown that the real progress
of our race depends on the widening ot the
boundaries of the Kingdom of God.
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COMPARATIVE STATEMENT, 1813-1913

Baprise Missionary Sociery :—

1825
Mission Stations 30
Alissionaries . 41
Converts . Few
Hospitals - Nomne
Doctors ; None
Nurses . - None
Annual Income . £14,759
Birmingham Auxiliary -—

r8z;p
Chorches - - ;
Members . . Abour 000
Scholars . . . I,§00
Missionary Contriburions La87

APPENDIX II

. £208B535

rgay
1,384
SLE
37,708
18
&7
if

4021
37
7,516
14,130
£ 3,000

BIRMINGHAM MISSIONARIES UNDER

B.MS.
J. Gngp Africa 17g5.
J. Rodway Africa 179s.

W, Hopkins Peatce India t8s7.

Retarned 17g6.
Returned 1796,
Died 1840,



Birmingham Missionaries under BM.S. 123

[nalia
Jamnaica

Anna Peayve
Rev. John Grffith

Rev. Joseph Hawkes W. Indies
Rev. John Mintridge India
Rev, George Grcnﬁ:ll Congo
Rev, Geoige Eaves Japan
Rev. lohn Howell ) c

Myrs. Howell { onge
Rev. S. F. Whitehouse China
Rev. T. H. Robinson, [India

M.A, D.D.

Mrs. W. B. Framc Congo
Mzes. Kenied Sinith ConcFo
Miss Donnelly India
Rev. P. L. Cuoss Indsa
Mys. Cross } India
Mrs. E. W. Burt China
diss Kathleen Dunn Ceylon
Rev. P. N. Bushill, B.A.  India
Mrs, F, G. Exell Congo

Rev. W P, Paiting,B.D. ) China

Mys. Pailing China
Miss Fenter Indiz
Miss Upton India
Do A, A, Lees China
Miss Mary Collett [ndia
Miss Mawbey India
Miss Milward India
Miss Stmurthwaite China

Dy, D ]. Evans

tR2z,
1830.
1B7 1.
i874.
1874,
1884.

1898,

1894.

1905,

1god,
tgo7.
1508,

1go8.

igro,

1gto.

1910,

1g9t3.
1913,
1gtiy.
1916,
1918,
torh.

igle.
t920.
1920,
1320,
1921,
China 1911,

Died RS
Died 1830,
Retarned 1873,
Died 1875
Died 1906,
Retired 1859,
Transferred
Congo
Mission.
Martyred at Tai-
yoen-fu in Boxer
Rising, 1goo.
Was a member of
Woodbrooke Srafl.

from
B.ilobo

Now Mris. Monks,
Indian Y.M.C.A,
Retired rgig.
Retired 1919

Returned 1916.

Maviied the Rev.
J- Johnson 1919
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APPENDIX 111

TREASURERS OF AUXILIARY

1h235.  Afr. Owen Johnson. 1866, My, Thomas Adams,
1R35. Mr. B. Lepaud. 8 My, Thownas Adatms.
1839, Mr, Owen Johnson. 1999 1 M, Aifred Caulkin,
18449. Mr J. H, Hopkins.  1902. Mr. Alfred Caulkin.

SECRETARIES OF AUXILIARY

182z Rev. L. Dir. 1886. Rev. Henry Bonner.
* { Rev. T. Morgan, 1898, Rev. James Collect.
1fz9. Rev. Thomas Swan, 1914, Rev, |, Archur
& Rev. Thomas Swan. Moore.
1251 ) Rev. Isaac New. 19za. Rev. Keared Smith.
Rev. Charles Vince. Rev. Kenred Smith.
1557. ¢Rev. J.  Jenkyn 19z3. {Rev. ]. T. Dawson,
Brown, B.A.
1874. Rev. ]. Jenkyn
Brown,

PRESIDENTS OF AUXILIARY SINCE 1y08

1908. Rev. Robert Gray. 1g17. Mr. T. H. Bond.
1909. M. W. V. Dupn. tg18, Mz, T, H. Bond.
1g10. Rev. John Hulme. tgtg. Rev. ]J. L. Roderick,

tgr:. Mr ]J. W, Bond. B.A,

19i2. Rev. R. H. Coats, 1920. Rev, John Howell
M.A., B.D, t9zr.  Mr A, E. Palmer.

1913. Mr. W. Finnemore, 1922, Rev. Hugh Single-

tg153. Rev.T. E. Titmuss. ton.

1g15. Mr. W. Hastings. tg9z3. Mr. A, Caulkin.
1916. Rev. G. W, Bevan.
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APPENDIX 1V
FINANCE

From its earliest hour one of the chief objects of every
Birmingham inissionary organization has been to raise
funds. Reference is often made to the Hrst coliection of £70
at Cannon Street, but in that frst year the Chuarch gave
in addition the sum of £127 105 103d. In 1793 Pearce
wrate from Portsmouth, I have been here a little more
than a week, and have already raised £78. Could I stay
through this week, T suppose it would be made froo’
Thase words fitly typify the spint which has ammated che
leadess of the Auxiliary all through.

It is only fair 1o say that this anxiety about finance has
been very marked from 1898 onwards. In response to an
urgent appeal in that year a special committee was ap-
pointed to draw up a scheme for raising the Society's income.
One result was the grouping of certain Churches for
Drawing Room meetings addressed by representatives from
the London Committee, and of 2 complete visitation of the
Churches by an Auwxiliary depueation consisting of 3 mintster
and a Jayman in each case. In December twenty Charches
reported the results of this campa.ign. Thyough 1900 and
1901 the matcer was kept prominently before the local
Committee. The Secretary presented an analysis of the
conwributions of the Churches showing the financial weak-
ness was due (1} to the small number of large subscribers,
only fourteen subscribing £s and upwards per year; and
(ii) to the small proportion of Church members wha gave a
sepavate subscription to missionary work, only one in nine
being returned as subscribers.

In 1902 Mr. A. H. Baynes and the Rev. Chacles
Williams of Accringron addressed a special conference
attended by over 300 members, after which Mr. Williams
visited ten of the Churches in the interests of the Saciety.
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On 2 later occasion the Rev. W, Y. Follevion, in con-
sultation with the officers, adopted a very bold conese. He
made a carveful assessinent ol the Churches and challenged
the representatives to accept and try to realize that assess-
ment for their own Church. In a number of cases this was
done with excellent results.  Wirhout labouring the matter,
it will be evident that the leaders of the Auxiliary have
been keenly alive to the necessity of ceaseless vigilance in
keeping the Churches in touch with the growing needs of
the Sociery.

CONTRIBUTIONS TO B.M.5. FROM THE
BIRMINGHAM AUXILIARY

£ s
1823 317 10
1824 424 10
182 ¢ 646 16
1826 578 3
1827 431 4
1828 444 11
1829 517 2

A

£ s
1843 3710 49
tB44 390 13 1
18454 409 18
1846 381 o
1847 162 14
1848 318 11
1849 319 3

d.
5 1
8 !
4 o
5 4
§ 6
o 9
7 9
1830 s63 B 3 1850 jo03 8 9
18_31 307 12 6 i85 178 12 3§
1832 163 17 4 1852 17§ 6 3
1853 86 2 o1 1853 297 18 2
18314 238 o 11 1854 494 't O
1835 134 19 & 185% 437 17 o
18386 371 6 1o 1856 443 1§ o
1837 356 8 = 1857 408 17 9
1838 278 2 8 i848 3lg 1B 6
B39 165 4 1859 403 10 6
1840 183 16 11 1860 318 2 3
1841 §53 18 : 1861 375 0§
1B4z2 330§ 7 1862 199 13 o
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£ I A I'4 ool
1863 44% 16 g tBy3 1,483 3 1
1864 53t 5 4 1Rgq 1,263 14 o
R.1.11 672 11 g 1Rgs  tege 3 o
1866 s28 13 4 1896 1,381 ¢ 0o
1867 534 15 4 897 1,877 16 6
1368 518 6 11 1898 1,983 9 10
1869 78z 51 2 1899 1,779 354 =
1870 632 19 8 1900 1,519 7 o©
1871 645 i 1 tgar 1,772 It £
1872 544 5 3 1902 1,997 6 3
1873 792 16 7 1gol] 1,769 17 &
1874 1,218 3 1gog 1,80 1 ¢
1875 1,43 3 4 1905 1,969 1 o
1876 1,250 17 4 1906 1,984 B o
1877 1,002 o0 9 [goy ,12§ g w
1878 853 10 7 1908 007 4 3
187¢ Bg6 7 1 1909 208 9 3
1880 795 7 B 1910 2,080 o o
188 95§ © 11 1911 2,192 10 2
1882 Brr B 1 1912 2,174 ' 3
1863 1,510 19 1 EgQly 2,150 fz 2
1884 a1z 5 7 1914 :,044 3 IO
18685 1,319 11 B 1915 z,Igt i5 8§
1886 1,098 7 2 1916 2,225 § 2
1887 1,101 14 8 1917 2,319 16 g
1888 1,080 16 3 1918 3,168 11 8
iB8y 14,005 3 1o 1919 2,818 3 &
18g9n 1,306 3 4 g0 3,31 14 9
189: 1,465 B o 1911 1,047 16 7
1892 :,824 @ 3 tgr: 2,988 10 4

Notes.—1In 1875 an additional £508 g+ 1d. was raised
for Tamaica. In 1838 £306 45 4d. for additional missiona-
ries. In 841 an additional {159 25 Bd for Jamaica,
In 1843 an additional £436 6+ od. for B.M.S. Jubilce. In
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1Ry Fist provineial Autamn Meetings of B.U. held in
Birmingham, which probably explains inceeased amount
in B85, I 1R74-6 amounts increased by Jubilce
Fund. 1876, Second visit of B.U. 1883 includes special
contribetion of {333 for Debt.  188¢, Third visit of B.UT.
In 1890 is included G. Cauldwell’s legacy of L100. In
1891~2~3 mereased by Centenary amount, the toral for
the Centenary being £2,262 45 74, 1897 includes
Miss Lancaster's legacy of £250. tgoz, Fourth visit of
B.U. 19:8 mcludes Laymen's War Emergency Fund of
£696 18s, 0d. 1920, Fifth visit of B.U.

APPENDIX V
CENTENARY ARRANGEMENTS

The {ollowing is, with several excisions, the appeal sent
out by the Centenary Commuttee,

CENTENARY CELEBRATION, 18z23—1923

In view of che arrival of the Centenary year, the Com-
mittee of the Auxiliary has resolved to celebrate the event,
and now mvites the Churches to unite in an enthusiasric
demoastiation of gratimede and ve-consecration,

7he ims of the Committee in promoting the Celebra-
ton are :— _

1. To review whar has been accomplished, and thereby
inspire grattnde for the guidance given to our farhers
thronghour the history of rhe Society, and admiration of
their zeal and devotion to the extension of the Kingdom
of God in the world.
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II. To ratse a fund of at least [5,000 as a thankoffering
for the past, and as an instrument for further extension
abroad and at home.

The first of these aims it is proposed to achieve by :—

1. The publication of a bookler furnishing a record of
the position 1oo years ago, and the progrcss achieved in
the inrerval ; also a record of the Celebration irself, for
ourselves, and for the information of our successors.

2. The holding of assemblies of an educative and in-
spivational character, to be held in the centre of the city,
in separate Churches and groups of Charches.

III. The Objerss to which the proposed fund is to be
devoted bave been carefully considered, and it is felt they
should include provision for

a) Extending the work abroad and ac

b} The home base,

1. As rcgal’ds the p@ork .Abroad the Committee has
sought some suitable projecr, which will be at once definire,
srgent, and capable of direcs zicociasion with Rirmingham. After
consideration the Committee bas decided to undettake the
?‘rbmlfa‘fng of a portion of the Afission H’njpfmf ar Sfﬂm‘-ﬁl.
China.

This wotk is defimite, in that it can be accomplished and
handed over in a short period.

It is wrgenr, because the existing hospital, alveady in-
adequate, !‘us been badly dam:igedgand partly rutned by
earthguake.

It b5 associated divecrly with Birmingham in that it is the
sphere ro which our esteemed fellow citizen, Dr. Alec
Lees, B.A,, M.R.C.S,, LR.CP.,, M.C,, has been atlocared
and in which he is now working, though much hampered
by the wrecked condition of the Hospital Buildings, Tt s
intended that the Hospital shall be permanently associated
with oor city by the designation of some part of the new
buildings as the  Binningham Wards” or ¢ Wing "



128 Story of a Hundred Years

2. As vegacds the /Home Rase. The Committee recog.
nize the urgent requirements of the rapidly growing com-
munities within and around our c<ity, whose religions and
social well-being calls for immed:ate action by the Churches
in the city and neighbourhood, and in the provision of
which our denomination must bear its part as a duty to the
communiry, and also as the means of conserving and
exrending its resources for progress at home and abroad.
In several neighbourhoods on the outskirts of rhe ciry
sali Churches were founded many years ago. These are
nom being survannded by lavge pepulations and assistance is
needed to help in the years of establishment under new
conditions, so that they may become cencres of Christian
fellowship, instivetion, and influence, in accardance with
Fres Chorch princples. It is not the intention of the
Extension Commnirtee, which is associated with this effort,
to establish causes in competicion with other Free Churches,
but to equip and foster causes already in existence, or
initiate them where at present no snitable work is being
carried on.

The importance of Home Extension Work in the past is
shown by rhe following ﬁiu res velating to the contribucions
of the Birmingham Churches to the Missionary Society :—

In 1873 (the Jubilee of the Auxiliary) rhey amounted
to £7B3. In 192z they amounted to {2,988 j0s. 44, of
whith £ 1,800, or say 60 per cent., was coneributed by Churches
morshipping in bnildings erected dyring the pase fifey years.

Ko the Fund can be raised + —

With a view to enable ajl o have a share in this eRoit
withour imposing any endee tax, it is proposed, where so
desired, to extend the raising of the fund over a period of
two years. Reckoning on only two-thirds of our members,
as available for the efforr (surely a very low estimate), a
gift of an average of £1 (105 pev year)} per member would
ensure the entive success of the scheme.  In cases where
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this is not possible, it is hoped that in any case each Church
will vaise ar leasr a minimum average of ros. {§r. per year)
per member.  These individual gilsts, supplemented by the
Sunday Schools, and by favger amounss from many, will suc-
cessfully achieve our aim. The Committee gratefully
recagnizes the deep interest which bas always been shown
by the Sunday Schools and Young Peoples” Socieries in che
Missionary Cause, which encourages the belief thar they
wil bear a4 noble parr in this eflorr,

The Committee proposes that, following the example of
the Baptist United Fund, the efort shall be undertaken in
secrions, and suggests the lollowing allocations :—

General Secrion . . . 3,500
Women's Secrion . . . 1,000
Young Peaple and Schoals . 00

{5,000

CENTENARY MISSIONARY SERVICES AND
MEETINGS

MissionaRy EpucaTion CAMPAIGN. September zoth
to September zoth. Conferences and Lectnres in Groups
of Birmingham Baprist Churches, conducted by the Rev.
J R M, S‘;tcphens, F.R.G.S.

Sunpav ScuooL DemonstaaTion, * Pictures and Praise,’
Sepremnber 29th, at 2.4 pm.  Ebenezer Chapel, Steelhouse
Lane. Chairman: Rev. C. E. Wilson, B.A.  Speaker:
Rev. J. R. M. Scephens, F.R.G.S.

SuwpaY, SEPTEMBEA 3joTu, CENTENARY MISSIONARY
Seavices.  (See Sunday Servives.)

Mownoay, OcroeeR 15T. CENTENARY CONVERSAZIONE
anp Pubtic MeeTing,  Birmingham Town Hall, 1t 550
and 7 pm. Chaivman: Mr. A, Caulkin.  Speakers: Rev.
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Herbert Anderson (100 yeais Missionary Work in India),
Rev, W. Y, Fulicrton, Sec. B.M.5. (100 years Missionary
Work in China}; Rev. ]. T. Dawson, B.A. (100 years
Missionary Work in Birmningham),
Tuesoay, OCTOBER 2%¥D, MISSIONARY BREAXKFAST at
9 a.m., Carrs Lane Lecture Hall, Chairman: Rev. J. G.
Collert, A T.S. Speakers: Rev. J. 8. Whitewright, China;
Rev, A. Stonelake, Congo; Rev, |. I. Hasler, B.A,, India,
Awwual MEeTING—W.M.A. ano G.A. 7.30 pm.
Ebenezer Chapel, Steclhouse Lane.  Chairman: Mys, W. J.
Lush. Speakers: Miss Lockhart, Sec. W.M.A.; M. D.C.
Davies, Congo; Dr. Percy Bruce, China,
WEDNESDAY,(JCTOBER 38D, BAPTIST LAYMEN's LuncHEON
at 1 p.m. Charman and Speakers to be arranged.  Cen-
tenary Sermon at 7 p.n., Carr's Lane Chapel, Rev. Charles
Brown, D.D.  United Comsnunion Service following,
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 4TH, ANNUAL MEETING M.M.A,,
at 7.3c p.m. Ebenezer Chapel, Steelhouse Lane, Chair-
man: Rev. J. A. Moore. Speakesrs: Dvr. Fletcher Moars-
head, Sec. M.M.A.; Dr. Vincent Thomas, India; Nurse
Hammend, Congo.



MISSIONARY SERVICES, CENTENARY SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER jo, 1923

Clyerietls,
Acocks Green.

Asron Manor.
Balrall Hearh,
Bearwood.

Bordesley Green.

Eromsgrove.
Carshill,

Canon 5t Mem.
Chester Road.,

Ch. of Redeemer.

Chrisr Church.

City Road.
Coventry Road,

Erdiogton.
Hall Green,

Hamstesd Rd.
Harborne.

Sunday Mo FRing.

Rev. R. M, Srephens,
F.R.GS. (Congo).

Miss Lockharr {Sec. WM AL}

Rev. |. Mash.

Nurse Hammond {Congo).

Rev. A. R. Boughen.

Rev. T. W. Dinven.

Rev. |. P. Pryse.

Rev, {V L)u'sh

Rev, W Bevan.

Dir. Percy Bruce {Chinz).

Rev. J. Ireland Hasler, B.A
\India).

Rev. H. G, Thomas,

Rev. T, P. George.

Re:. A. Stonelake [Congo'.
Rev. I Bripas

Rev. .5 Whitewrighe {thinal,
Mrs. D. C. Davies : Conge’.

Suniday Evening.
Rev. J. G. Edwards, B.A.

Rev. T. E. Titnuss.

D, Percy Bruce {China).
Rev. E. G. Chaprman,
Nurse Hammond {Congo}.
Rev. T. W. Dineen,

Mrs. D. C. Davigs {Congo).

Rey. C. E. Wilsen, B. A {Se..

B.M.5.).
Rev. 1. L. Cripps, B.A.
Rev. T, Edmunds, B.A.

Rev. W. T, Srranpe.

Rev. ]. R. Ml
F.R.G.5. {Cengo).

Rev. W. | Lush,

Srephens,

Rev. T. P Geurge.
Rey. F. C. Spurr.
Rev, W. C]ermd.

Sinday _Afrernan.

Rev. 1. R, M. Stephens,
F.R.GC.5. (Conge).

Bev A R. George, BA.BD.
Mrs. D. €. Davies {Congn .
Rev. T. T. George,

Nurse Himmond (Conga®.
Rev. [ 1. (‘rlpps B.A.

Rev. E. G. Chapman,
Mev, F. ¥, Mildreed.

Rev. A, ). Selwood.
Rev. R. Percy, BLA,

Rev C.EWilson,B. 4.0 5.4,
Rev. A. Stonclake (3.5}
Rev, A, Leseer.

Rev. W, | Lush.

Rev. H. & Thomnas,
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Highgate Park.
Hemeage Streer.
Kings Heath

Lodge Road,
Moscley.

Narthiield,
Praplc’s Chapel.
Selly Fark.
Saldey.

Shisley,

Spring Hill
Strattord Road.

Smechwick.
Sutron ColdAcld,
Srechford,
Wydcliffe.

Wese Sromwich,
Witcon.

Hope Strect.

Sienday H.w-ru'u_g .

Rev. A R Guorge, DA, B

Rev. H. H, Keyse,
Rev. Herbere  anderson
(Iadial,

Rev. €. £, Wilson, B.A., 15cc.

D.M.5)
Rev. W. E. Sainshury.
Rev. E. G. Chapman.
Rev. R, 5, Baker, BoA
Rev, W, T. Strange.
Rov. 4. Lester,
Rev. T. E. Titmuss,
Rev. R, Petry, B.A.

Rev. F. C, Spurr.
Rev. A, ] Selwaod.
Rev. J L Cripps, B.A,

Dr. Vincent Thonias {indis},

Rev. H. Singleton.

Sunday Evening.

Dt Vincent Thomas (India).
Miss Lockhare (Sec. W.M.A L
Rev. AL R George, B A B.D.

Rev, A G Thomas,
Rev. | Nash.

Rev. B, 8 Duker, B A

Rev. LS. Whitewright (China).

Rev, W. E. Sasnsbury.

Rev. G, W, Bevan.

Rev, R, Perry, BLA,

Rev. A. Stenclake {Cango).

Rev. Herbere Arderson
{India)

Rev. H. Singlecon

Rev, H, H, Keyse.

Rev. |. Brigps.

Rev, O. D. Wiles, M.C., B.A.

Rev. 5. Treland Hasler, DA,
{Indrﬂ.
Ree, A, R Doughen.

Suniday Afternaze.

Dr. Yincent Thomas (india,
R(‘V,_LS.Whil‘hvflgh(l’('.hlna
Rev. § Nash,

Mr. H. Hentnan.
Ruv. H. Andesson 1India-

Rev. R. §. Baker, B A
Rev. T, E, Titmuss.
MWurse Peltard (China.
Dr. Perey Bruce Lhinal

Rev. H. Singleton.
Rev. |. G. Edwards, B.a,

Rev. W. Cleland.

Rev, G. W. Bevan.
Rev, A. R, Boughen,
Rev, W, £, Sainsbury,

Rev, |, {refand Hasler, B.A.





