
THE CHRISTIAN LIFE 
AND MESSAGE 

IN RELATION TO 

NON,.CHRISTIAN SYSTEMS 

Report of the 
JERUSALEM MEETING 

of the 
INTERNATIONAL MISSIONARY COUNCIL 

March .24th.-April 8th.,192s 

VOLUME I 

HUMPHREY MILFORD 
axPORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 

Landon, Melbourne, Cape Town, 
Bomhay. Shanghai 



Ffrst Published September x9z8 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 

PART I 

PRELIMINARY PAPERS PREPARED FOR 
THE COUNCIL 

CHRISTIANITY AND HINDUISM, 
Rev. NICOL MACNICOL, D.Litt., 

Missionary of the United Free Church of Scotland 
in Poona. PAGE 

The Hindu Situation-The Approach to Hinduism
What Hinduism Is : Ritual and caste, pantheistic Hindu-
ism, karma and maya, victory over the world and victory 
over sin, three contrasting aspects, divine grace and the 
supply of moral energy, religion as the devout life-
Conclusion--Supplementary Statement 3 

CHRISTIANITY AND CONFUCIANISM, 
Rev. J. LEIGHTON STUART, D.D., 
President of Yenching University, Peking. 

The Approach-The Man Confucius and His Age-The 
Effects of the Life and Teaching of Confucius on Chinese 
Character-Confucianism as a Religion-Ancestor Wor
ship and Worship of Confucius-Confucianists' Diffi
culties in their Approach to Christianity-Points of 
Contact-The Heart of the Matter 53 

RELIGIOUS VALUES IN CONFUCIANISM, 
Rev. D. WILLARD LvoN, D.D., 

Secretary in the Fa, East of the Foreign Com
mittee of the National Councils of the 
Y.M.C.A.'s of the United States of America 
and Canada. 

The Background : Meaning of the term ' Confucianism,' 
was Confucius interested in religion ? to what extent has 
Confucianism been regarded as a religion ?-Philosophical 
Assumptions underlying Confucianism-Some Basic Con
cepts in Confucianism-Ideas in Confucianism regarding 
Man's Social Responsibilities-Ideas of the Supreme 
Being found in Confucianism-Ancestor Worship-Con-
fucianism and Christianity • • . 83 

ix 



X CONTENTS 

CHRISTIANITY AND BUDDHISM. 
Professor K. J. SAUNDERS, Litt.D., 

Pacific Sclwol of Religion, Berkeley, California, 
and formerly Literatur• Secretary of t/u 
Y.M.C.A. in Burma. PAGE 

Diverse Views of Buddhism-The Quest of the Historic 
Sakyamuni-The Living Forces of Buddhism and 
Christianity : A document from Ceylon, the Buddhist 
outlook in China, the situation in Japan-Conclusion
Appendices : A Statement by H. Kaneko San, Japan ; 
What I believe, by Ishizuka San, Japan; Modern 
Tendencies of Burmese Buddhism, by U Maung Kin, 
Burma 119 

CHRISTIANITY A.ND NORTHERN BUDDHISM. 
Professor A. K. REISCHAUER, D.D., 
Theological Department, M eiji Gakuin, Tokyo. 

The Religion of Sakyamuni - Modifications in the 
Essentials of Sakyamuni's Teachings: The emergence 
of the God-idea, change in the ethical ideal, change in 
the estimate of human life-The Religion of Present-Day 
Buddhists : The masses, the recluse, the liberal Buddhist, 
the free-thinker-Conclusion 186 

CHRISTIANITY AND ISLAM. 
The late Canon W. H. T. GAIRDNER, 

MusionlM'Y oftke C.M.S. in Cairo, 
and Dr W. A. EDDY, 

The American University, Cairo. 
Values in Islam: Doctrine of God, veneration for Jesus, 
devotional life, personal attachment to Mohammed, 
Islamic fraternity, self-propagation, liberal tendencies, 
by-products of Islam-Values in Christianity: Enrich
ment of Islamic half-truths, the doctrine of the Trinity 
as experience, the incarnation and atonement in Christ, 
the character of Jesus, Christian prayer and mysticism, 
Christian brotherhood, chastity and family life, by
prod11cts of Christianity-Conclusion : The spirit of 
Jesus, a spiritual home for converts • . . • 285 

SECULAR CIVILIZATION AND THE CHRISTIAN TASK. 
Professor RUPUS M. JONES, LL.D., D.D., 

Have,ford College, Pennsylvania. 

The Church and the World-Historical Development of 
the Rift-The Emergence of Science as a Rival-Values 
of Life in Non-Christian Circles--The Synthesis of Truth 
that is Needed-Naturalism Inadequate-Other Seculariz-
ing Tendencies-Secularism Inadequate-The Call for 
Christian Leadership and Statesmanship-Mobilization 
of Spiritual FofceS-The Need of a Convincing Laboratory 
Experiment-The Need of a Comprehensive Christian 
Message-Christ's Significance for our Day-The Need 
of a New Conception of the Church-The Need of a 
Fresh Vision of the Kingdom of God-Jeruaalem, 1928 • 284, 



CONTENTS xi 

PART II 

RECORDS OF DISCUSSIONS AT THE MEETING 
OF THE INTERNATIONAL MISSIONARY 
COUNCIL AT JERUSALEM, 1928 

ACCOUNT OF THE DISCUSSION IN THE PLENARY 
SESSIONS. ROBERT E. SPEER, D.D., LL.D., 

Secretary of the Board of Foreign Missions of the 
Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. PAGE 

Introduction-Recent Developments-The Need of a 
Clearer and More Comprehensive View-The Attitude 
toward the Values in Non-Christian Religions: In 
general, in relation to Confucianism, in relation to Hindu-
ism, in relation to Animism, in relation to Islam
Syncretism-Woman and the Missionary Enterprise
Secularism and Christianity-Students and Christianity
Latin America and the Christian Message-Summary • 341 

REPORTS OF SECTIONAL MEETINGS. 
Hinduism-Confucianism-Buddhism-Islam-Secular 
Civilization 381 

PART III 

ADDITIONAL PAPERS PREPARED AT THE 
REQUEST OF THE COUNCIL 

WHAT IS THE VALUE OF THE RELIGIOUS VALUES OF THE 
NON-CHRISTIAN RELIGIONS? 

ROBERT E. SPEER, D.D., LL.D. 

THE Ev ANGELISTIC DUTY OF CHRISTIANITY 
Rev. J. A. MACKAY, D.Litt., 

South America. 

A STATEMENT OF THE CASE FOR Ev ANGELIZATION 
THE BISHOP OF MANCHESTER 

Archbishop-Designate of York. 

PART IV 

STATEMENT ADOPTED BY THE COUNCIL 

T1IE CHRISTIAN MESSAGE. 

417 

441 

459 

J-

Go and Make Disciples of all Nations-Our Meesage-The 
Missionary Motive-The Spirit of our Endeavour-The 
Call to the World-Conclusion • • • • • 479 

INDEX • • 497 


	_v1-title
	_v1-toc

