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ALGIEES RISSIOY BAWL.

hembers or. the Field - 2nd Quarter of 1915.
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Elsie Thorpe (1911) in Charge.
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B. G-~ L. Haworth.,
F. Helen Freean.
Sascha Perxin.
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iray Ridley.

F. K- Currie.
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Aima Krebs.

kary Watling-
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Clare kennell,

Ida Nash.

lmary Freeman.

J- H., Smeeston.
Nellie Smsstone.
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S:. So.ier.,

Grace Russell.
Fanny Harmmon. ) pro
ime. Arnaud. ( tem
A, k. FParmer,

Vera Stewcrt. Viclet Barrow.
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Cairo, May 7th 1915.

A strange thing has happenod. - e clearly f£alt we ought teo
take tomorrow's b-aat tack to Algisrs if pmssibhle, as ~ur tims
is fully up; and ths Heuders~n Lina, the only one availarle,
gons only onen a fartnight. Yestorfay wa were through with ~ur
packing and had arranged foar the inventary taking, when tho naws
cams that the b-~at would net put intn Algiers.

We have bheen making all enquiries, aven offaring at Cork's
toe pay pert dues 1f theay weuld land us, but in veiln. With 1t all,
muoch as wa are wanting te gct bask, thoro 1s an unaossuntahle sonac
of ite boing all right, see I suppesc wc shall sc~ the scquel yot,
ay time go:s on,

liay 1ltk.

We arc censldeoring sur waye, far vie liareclllcs %y P. & O.,
th- n-xt altornative, cemcs te twlce our fare stralght, and that
multipligd »y four, is ocnseldorable. So 1t loekso as if walting
for tho next Hondarson would b: thc anly selutisn,
tipy 173th.

All s~~ms peinting te gilving the oXtra time te getting things
r-ady for cxpansien rngarding wamen and ohildren's litoraturc, ra-
ther than preoparing merc: material now. Wn arc getting spocimens &
recady, 1lluctrations without lctterprross, and lists madc out fer
scnding to varisus :llsslien Prcessce in 'icdcm lands, who may lilkc te
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co-operate by translating them in those countries where Arabic ic
not underatood.

Then ve are getting sheets ready in the game way for texing

bacx viith us, to be filled in with letterpress, or rather autoty=-
ped handwriting, in Algerian Arabig, and we are leaving behind =
omall stocx of thouse same 'blanks' in case, by reason of refugee
migsicnaries from Turkey or Persia, editleons can be got out ready
for the time of advance that must come,

Other bits of grict xeep coming into the mill., One is a poo-
sible Artict that kr Swan tells us of, who might be able to come
out next winter hers, and undertaxe that side of production, -
one with some Xnowledge of Eastern life, and a great gift for
drawing children. 'Short Service! may be able to help thisg on.

kay 1l&th,

Then too the subject of writing for lystics seems evolving,
for kr Swan, one of the chief  authoritiec here on the subject,
feels th4 simple tractc for them would have an immense; and hi-
therto untouched field. Sheixh Abdullah, who is employsd at the
mission Press, and passed through the stage of mysticism in his
search for the light, was delighted with a story for them by
BeGsLeHe By all .that ir Swan says, the whole religious life
of the koslems here, and cpecially that of the uneducated, is per-
meated with the mystic teachings, and ordinary koslem controversy
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do~s not apncal to them., It opens o whole ncw runge in using
for them the truec mygticism of the Binic.

Canon Geirdncr, ithe othnsr ckhi~f autrority her~, has g£iven
s & pamphict of his which 13 wondarfally iacid. raining light
on thc whole question of lioslem iiysticiom.,

The resume, in a scntcnce or two, of their treaching, is
that cveory human spirit comcs in*»n the world scgparated from Ged
bty 25 thousand veills of darkness and 35 thrusand veils <¢f light.
Thosc must be got rid of bty wscetic practisce to begin with, and
then ty an unccasing rapetition of the Names of God and other
mecans for inducing tho «cstatic state which lcads ocut intn unien
with Him. But all this is organiscd with an unconccivablc amount
of minutiac, and mixed with magic and othor occult scicncec. It
has a wholec phrascolngy of its own, a phrascolngy which lcnds it-
sclf far better to Christian uscs than that of the cold and formal
rcligious languagec of Islam propocr.

That littlec C.:teSe Church within a stene thraw, whcre
Canon Gairdncr has charge, has bcon the greatest joy and uplift
of eur timc here, on the spiritual sidec. It is still thc day
of small things thecre, for thcy kcep to dircet work among the
ilosloms, instead of looking for a leverage among the Copts as
ig the usual mrthnd in Egypt, But the little crypt-like churoh
is full, for all that. and tho atmosphere spiritually, is scin-
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tillating with light and life. To hear the burst of praise in
the "Thou art the King of Glory, O Christ,

Thou art the Everlasting Son of the Father."
in the midst of the stréngest ifoslem city in the world, is worth
geing there for.

hhay 25th.

This month has brsught but small news from Algiers, only a
belated letter or two that would have missad us if we had gonse
by the appointed boat, after that of coursa, silence, thinking
We were on the way.

But news has come through that is very joyful, i.e. that
A, Cox of Tebessa has gone down, in spite of its being a risky
Plaee for any ones of malarial tendencies, so late in the season,
for a fortnight in Tozsur. It is such a great relief that it
will have this one ray in the long silent darknoss.

She writss on May 6th after two days of olasses with the
small beys, a sot of young men who wanted to "read more", and
an interview with "the Slave of God" who segmed to ~omg in*o
the light last spring and then beoamo unsatisfactory. She spcaks
hopefully about him, but he is a plausi®™le fellow. and only
time can (XX show if the work has indeed deepcned.

The saddest, and withal, the best bi" of heir lotter tells
that Si Tahar, we can give his real name row that he 1s in the
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And with that ends tho Oairo chapter. - To-day finds us
stouming with lights low, and lifeboats cvung sut, and hasty in-
torviews beotuocon the incerutable looking hoad of tho "Wiroloss"
room and thc Captain - rumour tells of a batch of submarines in
these watorc on their way to the Dardanoclloc, which accounts for a
little oxcitemont!

JunO 6tha

Tvio bucy days of sottling hack -into the old runnings and of
hearing tho interim nows. Sacoha'c boy Ali and her mountain fam-
11y have taken -thomselvos home for the cummer and she ic waiting
to coe whethor to fellow them at their warm invitation. Inland
traveolling is not very ."bion vue" on tho sido of authorities, who
I suppocse have a good many opies to run to earth. So wo have to be
vory clecar bdefore making for out of tho way plaoes, as that is
per se. leanvhile che has as usual, a few chickens under her mo-
th~rly vingc. Fatima Zourha of iiiliana io still a "paying guest"!
for she esarnc by house-work at Dar el Fed)r and brings the proceeds
here for her board. A girl ooucin of horc ic likewlse staying
here, and a dear chubby brown faced niecco. Between them they make
a truly native dwelling-place of the Arab room. In a corner of the
court slceps tho blind bhoy Aisca, and curled up by him a dilapida-
ted kitten, juct reccued from the streot - thoy all have alike a

loving irelcone.
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I feel that all we have learnt afrech in Lpypt about the
strong mystic eclement thet lies secretly all around ucz, may
account flor come of the problems of the work in the person of
gsouls who ceem naturally spiritual, co to speak, thoce who
drink in with full response ail we %tell them. and road the Neow
Tectament with alacrity, and never =et any further.

iay it not be that instead of proving as hasc secmed, an
arrested work of God's Spirit, it hac never emanated from Him
at all. The truth may be that we have unknowingly ctruck the
vein of mystlecism and that they recomdile, or quietly leave un-
reconclled, tholr position with regard to Chrictianity in the
pame way oo they do towards Islam. They need Juct as much,
though at a different angle from the bigoted Moslem, the plough
of conviction driven through their fallow noulc

© JunO lOth.

E. Thorpe hans been hoplng that my return would bring the
"Yemma" and Chriran, S1 Boualem's wifo, to the point again over
baptiom. It seemed best to cet him on to find out thelr ctand-
point rather than to do oo personally.

. He han interviewed theom both, and finds no "riso" towards
1t with elthor, though he thinkc that if hor mother led the way,
Chrira would fellow.

"Thoy look all round too much" ho raid, "I could never have
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been baptized that way, I had to Jump with hoth fret." ......
He has gaincd a good bit, I think, in quiet power, one could
trace 1t in hig account of his doalings with Mustapha vho
ctruok ot oleoping in the shop without cxtra pay. "I saw I must
be king or ho would be king, 5o I let him go," was his con-
clucion of the matter.

It hac resulted for the tirme being in liustapha staying
away. Omar also is unable to get to tho meetings through pres-
sure of work on the short-handed Post Office Staff, and is low
spirited and weary. Poor nahfoud has been still with that bad
thieving sct - so our poor "first line trench" is in rather a
bad way.

So of'ten havo we csecen it before, that thickening of trou-
blec in "the battle that is against us." We scem to have its
outward pilcturing in the 'trombeg' formation, as the French call
it, of the German onsets, a gsmall boginning, and a steoaday wi-
dening out of the on-coming mass. A wedge - an arrowhead -
those ceem the Bnglich description of the same.

It brings in simlle likewics, the fact that we have often
seen in the correcponding strategic movements of the unseen
enemy - he deplnys his forces more and more, right and left, and
then therc comes a moment whon the '"trombe' - the wedge - thoe
arrowvhcad is spent and instead of more yct to come, the at-
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tack is finighed, and if the ground has beon held wo hovoe won!

Juro 1€th-

The breaking up party at Shushorn to-3ay rmarl.cd the cloue
of Short Scrvice work for the summer - with very thanzful heartc
for having baocn abl- to kecep it opon in this year of yecars -
and that once more, in spitc of its few numbers. 1t has fought
through on self supporting lircs.

This winding up day is o pretty sight, the childron like
bunches of flowoers in their feast day clothes round one half
of the court, their white drapcd mothecrs round the other half,
the darling brown babies soeramtling backwards and forwards be-
twvcen the twoe The numbers showed hew all has been more than
kept together, thc row of mothers specially. That 1s where the
year's advance h:is been the most marked on the one sidec. The
other side of the advancc showed in the last five minutcs be-
forc the ocnd. A doll-giving has always becen the feature then,
they arc beloved oven of the- £irls who have left us to be mar-
ricd. This ycoar of their own cholcec, the crowning joy was, thah
those who could rcad with understanding should have o gospel
each of their ovn. How much i1t mcant to sce the little hlue
books pass into their honds, and to know that they would stand

for a light in euxch homc!
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Reclizane. June 1€th,

Arrived on the first stage of the long deferred round of
station visitc - timed with their brecking up prize-giving days,
Theose began this morning with i, Ridley's kindergarten olass in
the hirced room of o native housc - tiny beings of both seXes -
the youngest o fuascinating gir] ®Baby of about two, with almond
oyes and a long crimson white flowered rote, who curled hersclf
up like 2 kitten on any available lap in lovely attitudes, with
intcrludes of turning somersaults! Iliuch hand-washing at the pump
came first in order of thec day, the rest was put out of gear by
being a feast, but enough was 1loft to show that glints from the
other world were beginning to dawn in the little dark hearts.
Then came the prizes - penny birds and becasts of ceclluleid, two
small biscuite ecach and a scramble for swcets. Somecone gave me
a sprig of sconted geranium from a hanging basket to smell, upon
which one after anothcr the toddlers held up their biscuits and
sugar-plums to be samplcd in like manncr as their offering of

fellowship!
June 19th.

To-day it has been the Arab boys' turn - <?0 or more. malking
me envioue for poor Algiers, for they had had no "fete" for a
yvear and none had bccon given out for to-day. They came in grave-
ly after the class in groups of teon; and fished in an invertcd
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table filled with straw, drapcd and beflaggod with all the flags
of the Allies, for handkgrchiefs nrd tops and marbles. »
We vient this morning to sece . kidley's teachcer, the 71ied-
din of' the mosqua aorogss the road. He and his wife are a cur-
ious mingling of light and darlnese - more like Jows of 0ld
Testament days "walking in the fear of the Lord" than anything
clse, I think. It was :.ay's last lesson, and their farewell was
touching - o groeat handkerchicf full of ring shaped cakes, =nd
four metres of new printed calico to make her an "abria" - the
long sloeveless reke worn by the wormen herec. Thev stood thcre
looking after us, the man's white drapcery outlined in sunlight
in th~ doorway of their court, the wifc dark-drapcd, flecked
with the becams that struggl-d through the vine-trellis. Surely
the hcavenly promisc to thosc that rcccivs us, will find its
way to such as thesel -

Sunday brought the rilling up of the barn-likc cntrance shed
of this house, which was one of Ff.H.i'.s grcat induccmonts to tok-
ing it, with a crowd of small Jews and Jewessec who take the
place, in great measuro, of the Spanish children of former days,
wvho arc just now being lz~pt away. Thrrc is onc Jewish lad, 16
perhaps, with an carnest boy-face, who comes to read wvith i:lle.
Gavrsl in the ovenings and ‘scems te have his heart sct Christiard.
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Junc 25th.

Tvio wnd o half full days at diliana on the woy back and &
groat scnge of lightoning and softening in the spiritual at-
mosph-re there - something lile the February dayvs at home, when
no sign of spring is but thc glow of the rising sap in the twigs,
and vet there 1s the scense that the worst of the winter is over,
and that the Jun-> roses are on the way. .

And there is o consciousness too, in. all the constant com-
ingg and goings of the busy doys, of the srowing confidence
that has baen won, with no money-gifts, but only an outflowing
of personal gcervice from morning till night. A fresh wave of
this confidence arose this spring through their carc of that
dying baby, and their sympathy through the days that follow~d
its passing away. The girl-mother was one of the many visitors
to-day, escorted by hor ten year old sister, one of the loveliest
children that I have over scen.

: ' Junc 29th.

A great blow has comc to the Algicrs work, and to Dar El
Fcdjr cespecially, in a letter from . Thorpe saying that the
English doctor does not give thco shadow of a hope for her return
hore, or to any other malarial climate. I11 though sho wras 1in
the spring, thig verdict wos wholly uncXpccted by her or by us,
rnd it is difficult ¢till to realizc it.
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‘ June 3%0th.

This aftornoon has brought the best prayer-mceting that
vo have had for many a day - the 6th contenary of Raymond Lull
vas what brought us together - and it socemed as if the passion
of love and sacrifico whereby he gained his knightly gucrdon
all those conturics ago had its echo cven now. There was,as it
were a ncw breath among us,

July lst.

S. Peorkin has onllected a frech detachment from her moun-
tain parish as guests in the Headguarters guest room. It is
lovely how weo are getting by dezrecos a gusst room attached te
cach ctation, and willing guecsct families now and then. In this
cagse thcey can hardly be called by that name, as they provide
for themselves. They are a very br-~yn-faced father and twue
cqually tannced, tall, bright-oyed boys. Tho third boy is paler
tinted and less manly looking, and thaore is a picturcsquc mo-
ther in hill-gartr. They camo in to-night aftcer the prayer-
mecting, which stayed to coalcece with them, thc mother being
safoly hidden in tho kitchor, and Si Boualem spokc to them woll
and simply when once the string of his tongue got loosco

July 4th.
Omar has bcen very tiresomec again over a dcbt he wantcd
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us to help him pay, and finally a month ago flouncod out of the
houso, caying that "on the word of an Arab" ho would neover come
to it agaln. "The word of an Arab" is not so binding ac it
sounds, and hc is back, having himgelf found a partial colu-
tion of his difficultiss. Hc has Iikewice lcarnt a Irnsson or
two in the ccheol of "magekness and gentlencss" which cnables

uc tn lond him a hand by lessons paid one at a time. The Love
that will not lct him go is conguering oncc more in his self-
assektive cpirit.

July 6th.
Blida has bcon the last of the round of cummcr vicits, and
a glad onc¢ too, with its cver-widening armc to gather the chil-

dren in, and ¢vcer new plang for kecping them in touch. Small
beys have bceon the new featurc this spring, some of them ha-
ving grown up out of the "its" of kindergarten =nd brought
their comrades with them.

July 2th.

We have had a prctty parable-story cnactecd under our cyec
among Fatima's tribe of little cons. They arc all delightful-
ly pretty and naughty, and ac coon as they rcach five or six
vears of age gct seized with a.devire to run away. Theo last
culprit is Dahman vwho disappcarcd for morc than o fortnight
and all went dictractedly en the hunt through all the markcs-
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towns around. A4t last a distant relation found him and set him
down at the bottom of his steep street ("The street of the Devil"
is its name) telling him to go up home.. The rogue ran up past
his door and around and away by another turning. Bouslem, the
eldest brothery never wearied in the hunt, and one day told his
father: "Today+'I shall go in the Name of the Lord Jesus, and

I believe I shall bring him back." And so he did, having found
him, disguised, at the door of a man fifteen miles away who had
edopted him, The brother-love did not leave him to the hardship
of going in aione, but brought him to his mother's arms with a
laconics: "I told you the Lord viould help me to~day, and He did."

July 1llth,

To-day was the last Sunday morning meeting before the sum-
mer dispersing, 80 vwe guve over the guest-house xey again to
Boualem senior, and settled with him and Belald about their
meeting again over therc on Sundays and Thursdays as last year;
only not under such @&ifflcult circumstances, as i:r Smeeton's
presence at the house above and gonsequent power of being with
them, comes this year as a great support. They seemed in gecod
heurt about it, and proposed of their own accord to see whether
they eould collect in some men on Sunday evenings, as well as
menting themselves in the mornings. This would be & real step

forwvard if it can be,
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July 14th.

A letter Trom lkascara to lkiss Freeman tells her of the
tiny meeting that xept Raymend Lull’s arniversary therc.

It sayo "Sahraoui prayed so earnestly trat the Lord Jesus who
"died for their sins might be revealed to the Arabs, that lons.
"Soler cried for joy at hearing him pray like a real Christian.
"The schoolmaster, Abdelkader, witnessee alsgo for Jesus... The
"Lord will have His witnssses in Bab-ali.,"

) Dar Naama, July 20th.

Wle are getting troubled over the course of the Ramadan
weexs down below in the town, Si Boualem did not come last Sun-
day to the tiny meeting at the Guest-house;, and we hear that Si
Alssa and his wife have settled down &t hic mother’'s home with
the intention of staying so0lidly till the month is over, blocx-
ing effectively any hope of breaxing thz fast among those under
the roof, blocxing also the purcuwance of lasgt Ramadan‘s plan
of S5i Boualem's he¢lding a meebting with his family there on Sun-
day evenings. Si Aissa has scored svcressfully in this,.

Aapuet 11th,
among the advences of this year nes bsen the evoliving of
fresh writing powers among uvs. The fucdt of eeveral being xept
bacx by war conditions from ¢ros

D Co
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w3248 1n helping this on - "kiliana" and "Blida'" are spending
gchia of them topsther, and L. Roche s adding her contribution
cf stores to those of S. Parkin, k. ‘frautoff and i, Watling.
The ramaining one of the quartette, K- Currie, aptly calls it
"tractitis'! B-G.L«H. has also got a shesaf ready since Egypt,
and is busy too over French and Italian editions of her Sol-
diers' Cards, with A, Kemp's c¢nh-operati~n; and the English ones
sesl going far and wide. So all this helps to retrisve the
hampering of this war year in other outlets shut off month af-
ter month.

August 13th.

Ramadan has come to its close, but has brought no sign of
Si Boualem - vie are beginning to fear the worst - that he may
have been drugged - for 1f Si Aissa and his wife tried this
with his mother in the spring, they are quite capable of repeat-
ing the attempt.

It may be only that the dead load of oppression in the
terrible weight of this year's spirlt-atmosphers has fallen ~n
him - on“'cannot but be conscious of it - the wonder is that it
is not greater, with all the influences from the lower pit that
ars abroad on the earth, unchained it may be as naver before
since the days that preceded the first manifestation of the

Son of Lan.
kay 1t not bc as thcn, the darxness of the last hour be-
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fore the dawn? - -~ =~ - =~ I read the otrer day that the starless
geps 1n the night sky are held now to be the passage waye out te
further gulaxlies of esolar systems out of sight. Inhe God of those
darx gallcries is our God toc, - thore may be marvelious gonstnol-
lations of light out beyond, that san only thus be reached. If
80 they hold more pomssibilities of radlance “hen the atarstrewn
reaches of the other times that seem so far away now-

’ Auvguet 20th.

We are wnxious about Doualem -~ very anxiovs. He has not
been to Dur ol Fedjr for three weeks or more. ond when ki Smee_
ton passes hls shop ha still geits a dblack frown ineteed of the
old welcome, and an unprepossessing looking man worxs with him,

The best way seemed to me %o Iinéd %the 'lemna’, who clesans
the CQuest-house ongce & weex, and send hor %o get hold »f hin.

So I cam? down for the day for this end. Sha returned Raying,
#1 could not do much, tho shop was full of people - however I
told him the peoplc of Eteornity wanted to sece him in the dinner-
hour, he will know what that maana.”

This very nice new name for ue wo?r 0% o ba inrentive %o
patience, and not n bad reminder of the mnreen dJvers hahiné us
in the mattar. The Interim of ecveral houiras wae “1xely to He
well filled in by & search 1in this 'mebiiised’ town for one of
the few remaining & overworked dcectors, for Rahhanh' & presions
baeby girl, Jamila, "There is as a ¢offee miil on aer chest. Her

1 2
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eyes are shut, with black rings under them, and she burns our

nees as she 1ies upon them.” - Such was her grandmother's diag-

nasis!i 4t lanst oo woman dector was found and brougat tc the res-

cue, ¢ad just as that was cet-led, and Dar el Fed: - reachea a-

galn, in walkxed Si Boualem, with the jaunty air that he puts on

when he tries to brazen things out - "4ll is flourishing" he said.

"Then why do you not gome to ug?"

"Oh it was Ramadan - I was working late"

"But why do you frown at us as we pass if all is welleo™

A gleam of fun crossed his face - "I had fear.” But with that

he softened, and bit by bit the story came out - that he was on

the verge of entering into partnership with a former worxman

of Si 4isba's, and (after some questioning this appeared, for

he does not fling himgelf and his troubles upon us now) - he ig

in debt to him to the amount of 70 francse or so. for fresh stock.
We had o long and cotraight talx, and it ended. .e hope,

in his surrender to God of this partnership with all the danger

that such compromise would mean. "It is laid down® he saild, when

ve agked his decicion as he left - and he seemed to have purpose

of heart about coming up to Dar Naama nsxt weex to worx at the

tract translation for which I had been trying to get him in vain.

August 25th,
4 great comforting hac come in his having besn up here
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for a total of 18 liours this week over these tracts - arnd that
means a stary made in paying off-hio de>%i 4o li1s worxman. and
his spirlt seemed right agein, though <here is n%till a gense of
gsome underlying trouble that has not y=t heen raitrieved.

And now that August is closing: the ag ye: nmniwifilled
part of the oummeris programme comes on. in taxing a »Hi% - {(a
month if pogsible) at an out of +the way place For the steady
worx at 'iiterature’ matters which is no% possi>le with the dis=
curvive elemento brought into life whern one ig harely % an hour
from Algiers and ite people. We had thonght of Dar er Rik at
Blida, but it wonid be ao prons to interrupticsn as this, with its
staff away - So we chall try a dull Little village on tie spur
that bounds the hay to the east, Ain Tayve by name. and see what
it bringoe.

It 18 pad to leave Algiers with the semnge %thai® the viztory
of last cummer has nd%t been maintained - tha® the tiny "four-
square” has heen broxen into by “he power o9f the eneny - “hat
once more the initlative has passed %o hio eide. and “hat we
can only  stand on the defensive,

But a letter in the papers %this mont: frem the har?-preo-
sed Russian froni hao aodme ap e tiruve messcage of hope -

"It doeu not matter on which oide. for the momen’. lies wrictory
or defeat - what matters is, on which sicde Lieo the inerhausiible
resourcess” Amenk
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