


ALGIERS MISSION BAND,

_ Members on the Field - 2nd Quarter of 19214.
Date of arrival

1888 L. Lilias Trotter. 1909 Alice licIlroy.
" B. G. L. Haworth, 1911 Clare Mennell.

1890 F. Helen Freeman. " Ida Nash

1906 Sascha Perkin. " Mary Freeman.

" Alexandrine Gayral. 1912 J. H. Smeeton.
1907 HMabel Grautoff " Nellie Smeeton.
" May Ridley " Esther Regojo.

1909 F. K, Currie. " Laura Carr,
" Millicent Roche. " S. Soler.
" Alma Krebs. " Grace Russell.
" Mary Watling. 1913 Fanny Rammon ) pro

1914 Mme. Arnaud. ( tem

Short Servipe Hostel.
Elsie Thorpe (1911) in Charge. Vera Stewart. Violet Barrow.
Beryl Handford.-
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Date of opening. Algiers. Country.
1888.. Headquarters. 1901, Blida.
1906.° Dar Naama. 1909, Relizane.
1909. Beit Naama. 1909.. Miliana.
1911 Dar el Fedjr. 1912, Lascara.-

1913,  TouZeli
Sec. for Prayer-helpers, ir J, H: Smeeton, 2, Rue du Croissant, Alglers.

Council of Referenoe. London:
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May lst.

It is only a week since that meeting of Dr Zwemer's that
ended the Conference, and already 1t looke as if a fesh hour
had struck. -

It was the very next morning after seeing in hig hand that
schedule of the Christian College of the future in Cairo, that
a letter came from Touzer telling of the first dawning hope of
& lad to send there when the tlme oomes.

"I feel like one who has been asleep since his childhood
and as if I am waking up to-day" he sald after thelr first read=~
ing, and next time he lingered till the others had left, and
then sald earnestly "Yesterday this thing came into my life =
I received and belleved" - And after talk and prayer he said
"Must I go and tell the others now - I don't feel I ocan?”" - It
made A.Krebs feel the more that it was real and I think so
too.. _ . :

liill ‘he be the first one for future tralning, getting
ready at once? Things are beginning to go with what is almost
speed oompared to the 0ld daye of dead-lock. -~ Anyway we have
to‘do with a God to Vhom time is as boundless &8s space in it's
elasticity!

This is something of the type of the south land student -
lean, unkempt, shrewd-witted. If only we oould make you sese
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one face to face you would realize the possibilities for weal
or woe that are wrapped up in him!
May 6th.

\ie three senlore, F.H.,F., B.G.L.H., & I have been having a
tolk with lir Inwood before he leaves, on our outlook as a
Band. He was very ocomforting over the main problem, which has
been getting mcre and more accentuated as the years go on, i.e.
that no supply is within sight for guiding the little dawning
native community, or for developing the many polnts of latent
growth in work among men and boys, or for welding the various
elements among the band of workers as time goes on and we sen-
lors have to slacken our pace rather than quicken it. Mr Inwood
voiced very positively the assurance that lay in the depths of
our own hearts, that when God's supply comes, we shall see it
unmistakeably, and meantime it is only to go on in faith, be=
lieving that He is getting ready the right one, out of sight,
and putting him through it may be, many a preparatory test,
such as those oalled to lead have to endure.

That half hour sver the question has left a sense of un-—
speakable peace, 1ln accepting this walk in the dark ae part of
His ways. He wheo has supplied every need in such marvellous
fashion these 26 years, will not leave the main 1ssue uncared
for.



lﬂu y <./Th
The first of our local committees over Dr lott's coming
Conference was held to-day. It lasted five hours and there
was not a discordant note as we went into one point after another
of the syllabus to be deal*t with, covering every phase 5% the
Moslem question: that means a promise of gcos things to comel

. lhay 9ih.

Ie it passib e -that within three cays of our full acguiec-
cence in Jod's veiling of the future, the vel1 has bezun to
lift?

Mons. & Madame Cocok-~Jalabert, among our oldest friends in
the country, who were up for the Conference, camc last night to
say goodbys. They proved to have been stirreda to thelr very depths
by a fresh call to loslem work through Cr Zwemor's meeting.

They have had 17 years of pilonecr fight up in a abyle vil-
lage, under the French Methodist Missgion. Then, with five chil-
dren to cducate, they had to move nearer to civilization, and
for a while he helped Miss Freeman in her work among French co—
lonists. Out of that grow an insistant ocall to the soldiers of
the Foreign Legion, and for three years he has been Chaplain to
that regiment in korocco. His term of service there ends in Oc-
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tober and they have now to decide on the noxt step. There is a
strange sense that God's Hand is working to a convergeance of
our ways and w¢ walt to see the outcome.

May 12th.
4 promise of 20 years ago and more, is returning with new
meaning these days. - It was the word that came to me as we drove

down bag and baggage, from the French quarrer to take pogees-
sion of 2 Rue (v Croissant, our first start in a native dwelling.
“Upon his house shall there‘be peace for ever from the Lord" -
thut was the. prcmise, and the words went weaving in and out of
thut day’s work in a subconscious way. They were a bit disappoint-
ing, I recmember. at the time, we felt so.warlike, taking posseg—
sion of that old fortress in the heart of the Moslem town. But
they come back with a new interpreting. -~ The peace of a house

in Jewish days meant its stability -~ its element of continuvance,,
the heavenly seal on obedience to its calling. - Oh that He may
give us such "grace to be faithful" that we may win it here:

ifay 14th.

a4 fresh link for next winter has come out of the visit of
Chrira bent Si Mckhtar's people (we must differentiate the many
Chriras by their surnames) to fetch her from her six months stay
at Tar el Fedjr. -~ They were so proud of her reading anl writing
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achievements and so delighted with her surroundings that they
have offered her younger sister to come back with her when
Short Service starts again. It is not only another step in
the work among familles which is one of God's new ways of late,
but a fresh advance for the'"Short Servicers" themselvee. Liv-
ing with these upper class native glrls is the best and quickest
vay fcr getting “en rapport" with Arab charactszr and thought
as vell as language.

Another new hope that 1s springing for next season’s work
is that of village outposts. These are much on the heart of A.
McIlroy, and her 5 years in "Faith Mission" work in Scotch and
Iriel) villages has specilally fitted her for putting it to the
test of experiment.

The Falth lilssion outline of methnd 1s to go, two of you,
to a ocountry centre and stay there, on a kind of prolconged "Mis=~
sion" till there are signs of the seed having taken such a de-
finlte rooting es to have a chance of growing alone, with a bit
of watering. now and then. This, if it comes to pass, will be a
great advanoce on the desultoriness of old time itinerating.

May 16th.
We have walted and prayed over the question of laylng our
proposals before the Oook-Jaleberts, andi have taken into con-
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sultation the sentors of our Band as well as those who from

the Committee. And it has finally come clear tha* we should

put the matter to the test, invitinﬁ him to Join us under some
such title as "Field Superintandant®™ for the term of 3 years.
that being the extent to which we can forecast the financial
reaprnsibillity. The oilde of spiritual qualification I will not
dwell on, only saying it 1es all one wouild wish, but I can put
down some of the outward things that confirm his being the one
we need for the present moment of advance, when Dr Mott's meet-~
ings ars llkely to give such opportunities for focusesing an
extendirg advance., His posiﬂion as & Frenchman is one of these,
for it giveo him a basis of full liberty - and another 1s his
connection with the French MBthodist Church, thus being in
"organic unity" as they call it now a days with the only other
organized church out here in Mission work, the Methodlsts of
Amerioce, and yet, as heo is not now working under their cemmittee
he 1s free to develop on any lines he will..

Tho one drawback is that his native language is Kabyle,
not Arablc. A few years ago that would have been insuperable,
now there is more tlian enougl: to do in whicli Arabic is not
needed; and for where it .1s.needed tliere is tlie cliance of a
oolporteur—interpretor~alongside. One such 1s already we be-
lieve available if fumds allow: So the letter has gone off to
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korocco and we wait and pray again.
May 13th.

A hope of advance among the women seems withering again,
as B0 often before. Boualem's Chrira has been really facing to-
wards bvaptism, in c>nsequence of a dream that much impressed
hsr, Jow she 1s backing oat again, saying she must sorsult Aissa
the elder, as head of the family, and to that there cen but be
one result. Poor 1littles soul, she plays fast and loose with her
conscience in a dangerous way. She has the best chance of any
Arab woman in the town for going straight on, if she would bve
true. Her husband is grievously disappninted about it. - "Now -
in this time - Sisters” - when will it come true?

' May 19th,

I am on the last vieit of the spring to Relizane, Oran
(to see lime Cook and this possible colporteur of the future
who is finishing his military service there) and back by Bou
Hanefia and Mascara. The new liission House at Mascara 1is de-
lightful. One side is inhabited by Soler and his family, and
F.H.F.'s two women helpers have the other half. Such a crowd of
bright hued girls, 60 or so of them, came in across the gully
that separates the house from the native town. They are only just
gotting into order’ and are held with a very tight hand by Fanny,
the younger helper. Soler has begun gathering their brothers,
toiling carefully through his preparation for each class, for
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his Arabic comes haltingly still. - It is good to see the doors
opened here as evserywherc by the little hands of the children.

I have been roeadiag on these various railway journgs a
book that is wonlerfully full of new clues -~ "St. Paul's liis-
sionary lethods and Ours" by Roland Allen. It deals with his
strategy, his methods on entering new places, his training of
converts, and tho marvellous results in establishing Churches.

It is most illuminating, and it comes now at the crucial momentsy
when, as it seems, much that has been lying in solution is about
to crystallise, as a voice from God.

' May 21st.

Tozer is clearly the centre of this year's fight; the letters
are full of the sonse of its battling. T can only give names by
their interpretation, but they will be understood in heaven as
they call for prayer - "The Slave of God", the first ore touched,
is having a bad time, money tangles and a want of straightnoss
about them seems at the bottom of it: and another lad who came
often to read, "the Faithful" by ngme, is in prison for theft!

On the other hand there are such manifest touchcs of God on other
souls that onc hardly likes to write about them. - One, a mystic,
who has becn for years seeking a clue to the way of God, appoars
to have found it in Christ. He is very 11l and almost dying it
seems, and he is ono of those weary, tangled souls for whom the
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best ¢ne can wish is that they
"All the love of Christ shall learn
At His Feet in Paradise"

- - The other one, the student la” of three weeks ago, goes on
with an "elan" that almost makes one tremble for him - "the Pure"
is his name by 1interdretatlion, he 1s ore that nssds a very spe:lal
prayer garrison round his soul - it cannot go aiong unchallenged,
and 1t has come to the timo when all must be olosed for the summer
there, when we oan only leave them to God and to the Word of His
Grace for months to eomse.

One more bilt of next winter's outlook has brought much need
for light this month, Dr Zwemer told how the side of women and
children’s literature in the Nile Mission Pross had coms to a
standstill threugh the worker entrusted with it having had to leave,
and he put the question would I go and help - Another inward ques-
tion came; was thie the meaning of the burning of boy needs in
that direotion on heart and mind for a year or more? - - - At first
tho time and the distanoce made Calro look nearly impossible but
it has grown apparent that a 3 months visit there for the next ocou=
ple of years oould be offerod. With that much time, free of in-
terruption, as it cannot be on one's own field, an output for the
ecoming yoar might be got: together. - So another letter has gone,
putting this too to the test,



May 26th.

Mr Cook's anower has oome. They are considering the matter,
and weighing all before God. Our letter ocame simultaneously with
an offer from France whion, if the loslem pull were not on thelir
hoarts, would be all they ocould wish.

May 26th.

Summer plans are growing into foous. It 18 curious how
they look as if all senlors must be away for part of the time,
leaving an intorregnum from the latter part of July till the
early days of Septembser.

There has come a flash of meaning into the puzzle of 1it. -
May it not be God's plan that the methods of St. Paul should
ocome into praotice, and the little group of converte be thrown
on theilr own respensibility for that time, even though 1t in-
cludes the oruoial weeks of Ramadan?

It is a new departure, for we have given them extra shep=~
herding of late during these summer months. Yet we are dlstinctly
gathering that it is the appointed way.

May 30th.

We ought to have been much shocked I suppose, over a con=-
fession of Boualem's on Thursday, but somehow we were not! His
wife Chrira had taken herself off against hie will to Aissea the
elder and hls wife, and refyused agaln and agaln to come bask
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when he sent for her. "At last shoe came"” he ssid, "an? I boiled,
and 1 beat her. I beat her hard, it was very vrong, 1 have asked
God t~ forgive mel!" His great fault lies in boing wesk with that
cequettish little wife, letting her have the upper hand for poace
sake, 80 we privately thought this dilsplay of authorliy was ra-
ther a sign of grace, and she does ret in the least rsgent it.
8o 1t appears. "It is all becsuse she will not listen tc God's
voloe absut baptism that she 1s naughty" he went on - "To you think
I ought to make her listen & be baptised? - I would not beat her
to make her ebeyl"~ - - but we did not think his demestic dissi-
pline should zz us far as that, even subtracting tho beating:
June lst.,

From 1llness and other ocauses there was but a small muster
for the Whitsuntlde service yesterday morning, but the last me=
ment brought ite orewn of Joy, for A.Krebs, who with M, Watling
1s just baock From Touzer, handed up the collection of 2 franos
from the pennles of the baby church there. It was a fresh breath
of the ocoming spring.

On the woman's plde of the curtain was another dear little
vision. - Sascha's mountain child, Miriam (following all unknow=
ingly the ocustom of tho ages) sat in new draperies that she had
bought out of hor savings, and the last threoc pennles of her hoard
went spontaneously into the oolleotion basket.
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It is good to have the Touzer palr baeck and to hear more than
lottors eoull tell of the developements and hopes of these last
weeks. - They are very beautiful.

One of the pointe that Interests me moat deeply Rown there
is the oontact with thesse mystios, offspring of the eountless
drotherhoods of the desert. They recognise Ohristianity as another
speocles of mystiolsm and St. John's writings appeal to them strong-
ly. By a seeming oontradiction, »ut in reality eonsistently with
the framing of their religious orders, they want to have an exaot
rule laid down. "You must tell me how to get up and how to lle
down = you must tell me everything" they say with touehing eare
nestness, To them it 1s all part of thelr restless soarech after
the true god.

We have broached the matter of summer plans to Belald and
Boualem., Belald greeted them benevolently, with a broad black
smlile. Boualem threw himself 1in fervently. We told him that Mr
Inwood had sald that he had seen in his experience of Mission
Statlons that wherever the convorts themselves got together to
pray for the Spirit, He oomes. "Yes, answered Boualem with a
gleam, where the people of the land apgk for thamselves, God will
sond the Spirit., We are the people of the land, we ocan ask for
ourselves,"'

12



Jsune Sti,

S, Perkin and A, Mellroy are off oiu1 Monday, to *alle Dack
little Miriam to her moumtain home. It 1s amother of the wole=
of oonfléemnce that make us glad, that her people sz0uld.neve
46t hor benind uvnder Saescha’s aare when they vont dazk a mcmih
ago: all the more that, 3hild as mhe ig, she ip already Drcrlasd
ir marrlage, and therefore, aoceording 4o netive etiquetis, ¢ Do
guarded closely.

It i¢ & far-away hamlet, beyond Tablat that hlll couvnmiry
where eaoh visit has drought a sense of the Spilrit’se dbrooding
over the darknegs, .-in a line, ae far as woe san make out, with
Msila, another of the atrategio ocontres for the “some day” on
ahead.,

June 8n.

Alesa the younger wae here yeaterday after a loag fit of
absence from us. "My soul 18 very Aawmp" he sald - "You lmow when
wood 1s damp it does mot light up.. my eoul is like that?l®

It is quite true, he has Anly gons smouldering on Ul
We ocamnot but think there is gome unsonfessed untruemnsss et the
bottom of it that needs brinsiag to light,

Ou,.ne oth,

Boualem has started for himself in a small way at his old
trade of shoemaking, the doetor hawirg forbidden his return %o
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the bvarrol faetory, and Mustapha has doggedly determined that he
shall be taken on ®y him. It is mo trifle, for Beuaslem to shoulder,
for the lad's erippled frame apd twisty .temper make him diffi-
cult to deal with. Yet it seems a true instinot for his soul‘s
safoty that makes him set om 1t, and aso be .sheltered from the

bed oompanions and the Sumday work that have dragged him down so
of'ten,

We were amused to hear the sequel, whioh is that, without
walting fer Beualem's amswer, he has taken the matter into his own
hands - "When I have asked God fer a thing and He gives it I do
not throw it baock at Him" was his explanation."So he brought his
tools, sat down stolidly inm the tiny shop, threaded his needles,
an¢ walted for work to be bestewed. Boualem with some amuscment
gave 1lt, and the partpership was established. . _

, June 1l2th.

The beginnimg ef the summer break up has oome, in the leav-
ing of the dear "Shortservigers" - Their Hostel has been full
this spring, for the firgt time ~ full Juat f'or a few overlapping
weeks, that 1s, for there have been many .goings and comings. -
The chief mari:ings of this year's work there has been in the over-
flowing number of nativeafueats, and the rooting of the little
g+rls after their upheaval from Rue du Oroissant.

' Then there has beer a premoting of the first two wlth whom
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the nostel owened. - P. Hurst has found I think & rsal vocation

in the study of the nceds of the rystics, ant 1s beginning to write
for them, ani M. Freeman has gone as a permanent third to slida. -
Then of the nevwer somers, L. von Berchem is doing translation

work ir Switzerlani (into French for boys tracts) and this year's
band will furnish another candidate, G, Grimwooi for C,i.5. eri

G. Rusecll, whose 2nd ycar closes now, hLiopes to come back irn the
autumn as A.M.b. - And no one knows how far cven the bits of Bhort
Service that arc the most transitory, may reach. - F. Friend came
and went this spring without prospect of more, but her helping tend
the suffering eyes of a woman in S, Porkin's mountain family was
the beginning of that far off hamlet getting its first rays of
light.

The Sunday mornlng meetlng, which 1s held always now at the
Eostel, has becen developling of late. We have a Psalm, read re-
sponglvoly from the now Psalter, and Belald reads the old Testa-
ment pessags ln the llterary Arablc and Boualem the new Testament
one in the colloquial; while Boualem's prayer does for a Litany,
for it travels round the koslem world as fur as ho knows 1its needs.
His face 1lit up wilth Joy to-day as he saw hls first blt of shep=
herding, in the person of lNustapha, llmp past the wlndow and ocoms
in,

At the end of the meetling we took the four "Church Members",
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Belald, Boualem, Omar and Mustapha, Aown to the guest room doulra,
which 18 to bo gilven over to them for thelr meetings this summer,
and dedlcated 1t tegether to 1ts new use.

We talked over the best times for the Sunday meeting and the
Thursday praycr meeting - "You must clear out this furniture and
loave us Just thc cushions te sit on" sald Boualom. "Wo may be many
before you ccme back: the harvest may be boginning." Then wo got
to the subjsot of Ramadan. They proposed meeting daily at noon 1if
they ocar, te break the fast together and to have prayer. At any
rate they wlll change the prayer meoting heur on Thursdays to mid-~
day, and broeak Ramadan then, - Omar, whose postman’s duties leave
his mornings free new, offered to get the meal ready. "Yocu must
stand together" I sald - "Yes" answered Boualem gravely, "it will
be a fighting month, we must close the square" - - ~ Such a tiny
battle square, Just those four souls, and yet in it lies the ru-
diment of the church militant among the Arabs ef thils town, and the
pathos of the weaknesp must touch the watchers up in heaven. Will
they stand wher the¢ tests coms?

The keynote of it all is from Mr Allen's book. It is not that
we havo to trust the converts, but we have to trust the Holy Spi-
rit in the converts: the difference between the two 1ls as the hea~
vens and the earth.

Boualem'e mothor who, with the few women who come on Sundays 1is
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perforce excluded, is full of plans. - "Boualem must ccorme aere o
read to us all on Sunday evenings: and Allal can read %o iz o
Thursdays, and we will get all the neighbours in."

It is all 1like an old stem full of new little buds. “re-liing
out here and there. This Allal has grown keen cr read.ng. :nd e
anc¢ tvo boy friends are puzzling out the men's Parable urects,
failing anything more suitable to their mental digestion. Boualem
the younger too has taken a very wide awake turn - his father the
other night, aftor years of knocking the Gospel out of his hand
whenever he saw him busy with it, gald "Again thou readest! thou
mightest read to me that I might hear" and when he had onded re-
marked only "It is good" -~ On the strength of this he also is go-
ing to have a Sunday morning reading with his mother and the tribe
of small brothers and Zeneb - - And in Fifi's housoe Zahia is going
to keep on the Tuesday reading with the womon of her house. All
these things have started to life at a touch, shewing that God is
thore, - & sealing the new departuro of throwing responsibility on
the people. June 20th.

S. Perkin and A. McIlroy &re back from their time in the
mountaing, vory sunburnt and very happy. -

They found when they got as far as the civilized route would
take thom, that Miriam's homo was in the very recesses of the
hills, 10 hours mule ride, and not a mule to bo had! The child's
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unocle, Saad Saoud by name, who had gone with them as gulde, was
splendid. He tramped a 50 mile tramp bofore ho oould got mules

for them and at last landed them triumphantly. The whole tribe

of "the Sons of Yieldednoss! for that is their name, wag at Sas=
ocha's feet. It wvas a strange new bit of the country, wiih spacious
houses instead of the stone huts of the Blida hills. Here io a
part of her story:-

"We left Dar Es Shoikh about 5 a.m. As we rode up the hill-
"slde to Miriam's homo the women in the tonts on tho slopes peeped
"out at the European women, the first that some of them had ever
*seen. Fat'ma and the children came down the path to welcome us,
*and led us triumphantly to thelr large rough doorless hut. Thers
"Fat'ma treated us with a simple, understanding hospitality that
Ygave a pense of rest through the long eventful day. Groups of
*poople came incessantly to see us & hear us, many bringing prosents.

"The Sheikh, who was absent when we were at his home, came
*to supper that night, and then came the strategic moment of our
"visit. Luke 15 gripped the men as it never falls to grip moun-
'tgin folk. The talk that arose from the reading had to be straight,
Yeven at the risk of offending the Sheikh, by whose favour we were
#there, But the Shelkh and his men listened with their very nouls
"aometimes saying "Thou hast the truth", when challenged as to the
“sruth of some strong statoment that they, as Moslems, might well
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"have contested.

"Finally the Sheikh, perhaps thinking he had gone too far,
"became argumentative on the KFoslem side. Then Miriam, who, un-
"noticed had been an interested listener broke in:-

"Dont mind what he says Lalla Sascha, it is only talk, it
"is from his mouth only, it is not from his heart, he knovig you
"are right!" The Sheikh laughed. Aftorwards he apologised to his
"hosts for being se argumentative, saying he did not mean it
"seriously." _

When the day came for leaving the Sheikh of the village sent
Sascha hack on hls own mule, caparisoned as for a queen with a
gorgeous carpet. The opening of that oountryside comes as a beau-
tiful "good measure pressed down" for all the loving service sghe
has ehoviered on that stranded family through the spring, and we
have dreams of another temporary post out there in days to come,
with lKsila in touch beyond it. '

June 26th.

Boualem's mothor came to report on their first meeting yes-
terday. "God gave us a beautiful and flowering meeting" she said.
"There were the 15 women of the houso and 3 women from other
houses, and 7 chlldren, 3 of them big, who sat outside on the
gallery. Allal read them threc hymns and repeated the story of
the lost sheep and we drank coffee and were all very happy!" That
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coffes~-drinking is a doubtful element to our minds, as we are
asked to supply it as a means of bringing them togother. That is
not quite an apostolio method!

Subsoquont investigation shows that Allal also reads them
St. John & = rather an incoherent medley - that 1s nothing to
native women's minds, however. He is a shrewd monkey, that Allal,
his diagnosis of his family the othor day was perfect - "My Aunt
Zehour does not want much to walk in the Way. Aissa, her hushand,
wants to walk, but he doés not walk much. The "Iemma" loves the
Way, but she has some things of the old way stlll - she fasts on
Mondays and Thursdays. Didi Boualem loves the Way and walks in it:
I want to go with Didi Boualem.

June 29th.

It was a beautiful going off yesterday! We were on the boat
with a f'ew of the younger ones who had come to see the last of us,
when one more followed with a letter. It had just arrived from
lions. Cook-Jalabert. What would it hold, that offieial looking
envelope, wvith its stamping of the military outpost in Morocco?
ﬁ mo%ent 8 suspense, and then a wave of thanksgiving! For it was

Yes

There was Just time to write him a word of joyful welcome
for October, and to gather ourselves for a few minutes of prayer
and praise, and then we watched their little boat dance back over
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the hartour water with the letter to post, clenching this, the

greatest advance perhaps as regards the far future that has come

yet. We are to meet him in England in a fortnight's time for

the settling of details. It makes our going ferth a song of Jjoy:
July 1l3th.

Early days in England are busy with getiing off our Iirst
offAcial A.M.Bs report, to supplement these amateur-looking jour-~
nals, I think people reoad them because they are so amateur and
hand-madoe, only they cannot be produced in any amount that can
keep pace with the ever growing number who have talken our needs
on thelr hearts here and 1n America and many a far-off place.

Mr Smeeton's list alone of praying people, many of them praylng

centres, amounts to ever 200. This isg the true inwardness of the

expanslon of our opportunities. o
July l4th.

The latest expansion, that of welcoming Mons. Cook Jala-
bert into eur ranks has been sealed by a talk wlth him over
details. All seems olear for him te join us in Ootober; and at
liorges Convention, where he hopes to be present between thils and
ther, he thinks that 1t i1s likely that he oould get help for the
Oolportage question. The three months between Octobor and leaving
for Egypt will give time to take upall the needful threads to-
gother,
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S.Perkin & Madge Farmer have beon Up in the mountalins
behind Rovigo 1n the attempt to meet once more with the Chsou-
taya liarabout whose heart has seered to open to the light ~ alas
onee more he was away - "However" S.P., writes. "we sew the sona,
"the elder one, whom they call the Sheikl, ig & thoughifil~look-
"ing man. The young me.: fell on my %ooks, and I tolé them I hsd
*brought them books frrm Egypt *o chooss what they liked, and they
"listened breathlessly to the Parable of the Prodigal Son. They
"asked for our address so that they might come *c see us™....
Will some one take this spark of caring in thet mountain olive-
wood and its ohrine, to fan into fire? The response in *heir
father was of no ordinary kind.

- ' July 24th.,

Letters from Alglers toll of progress. Sasche Perkln wrltes
"Boy Boualem came the last 2 days, seemlng very gocod. He has
meetings every Sunday, he is taking the 0l1d Testament, Joseph
otc; & his family, even Mohammed, seems to listen with duw2 col-
emnity. It 1s wonderful how the boy takos slmos® perental ro-
eponslibility, & seems to try to shleld his mother from worry.

I told Saad Es Sacud that we thought of going ic his
mountains in the autumn. Would he hire a room from +the Sheikh? He
snorted - in his country they didn’t have sush “ransacticns..."
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July 26th lalvern.
A strange new tide of prayer has been gathering thes: last
few days for the setting froe of a great Moslem host, the ..ind
of prayer that prays itself; Bo to epeak, without an effort on
our part, and one knows that God 'is in 1it,
' “July 30th.

Can that prayer ory of last week have its linklng with the
sudden looming up since then of the huge whar-oloud in Europe. If
onoe the clash of arms oomes, where will be the end of the 1ssues
involved? ’ )

: ‘August 3rd.

It has ooms, and before nightfall we as a nation may bé in it.
God grant that i1t may be so, with all it involves, for the path of
national integrity lies that way. ‘

Such a strange Bank Holiday, in its tension. A word really
from God came in the afternoon at a tent meeting for the nsorle,
it was as follows :-:

"The ship was full, & all sallors know that vhen a ship 1s
"full the next thing is that it goes to the bottom. But it was "1lit-
"tle falth" to wake Christ in the sterm: it would have been a greater
"faith to let Him sleep. For Ho had said, "Let us go over to the
"other side" - to the other side, not to the bottom." And that
"other side" with Him lies beyond this storm too!

o



August 4th,

, Yea, England 1s in it, thank God, The next point 1a, where
does our own bit of the path open, All came with such a rush that
there was nQ way of getting off in front of the whirlwind! people
tell us now, that with all means of cemmuniocatien upheaved, we
shall not get back till the war is over, but that I do not believe,
having seen se many impessible paths open wide before now. Meanwhile
there is the comfort that our little orew in Alglere are well pro-
tented, as May Olives & her children will be in residence with
them thla month, which memns the presence of lMichel Olives also,
should any omergeney arise. :

"I will shake all nations, and the desire of all naticns shall
come®, that is the cry of hepe that rings through it all...."THEN
LOOK UP" - there is such an unearthly swiftness about everything
these days; 1is 1t not that the age is swirling to its vortex?

August 6th.

It was a wenderfuvi thing this morning to wake up under martial
law - to feel that evcry ico.er right in the land was merged in the
one right to servs our country. "Not your own" is scored across ths
claims of property, of time, of relatlenship: and ths nation re-
sponds as one man. "Whether we eat or drink or whatsoevsr we dc™ can
be subservient to the one cause, the smallest economy in fcodstuffs
and fuel has its bearing on the war and 1s part of it. All of daily
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life passes into the mint, and is stamped as current coin. "Under
the law", the martial law, "to Christ", that stands illuminated
by the passion of loyalty that has swept through the land, laying
all barriers low.

August 7th.

The great view over half-a-dozen countries at our feet here,
has been God's voice to-day. For a week past it has been veiled in
low hanging miet. To-day it stands clear with its scores of miles of
outlool. Flakes of gold are lying emong the stretches of blue-green
trees and the paler fields, gold that is burnished into light as
the sunbeams catch it here and there. The trees and the grass are
living to themselves, the cornlands are yielding their 1life for
the life of the world.

August 9th.

Just as we have seon the dylng turn their eyes at the very
last to Calvary, may it not be that in this that seems 1lilke the
dying hour of the age, a great swift turning to the Cross may
come, and bring, before He returns, a last ingathering to be with
Him in Paradise.

And all the cries for help and meroy that must be going up
in these first battle-days, from so many hearts that have been care-
less till now, must be finding their way to the Throne, oven the
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ignorant cries from the dark lands involved. They say that as you
stand under the dome in Pisa Oathedral, the faintest utterance
even if discordant, is talen up by echo after echo in ever in-
creasing volume overhead, and rained down again like the song
of Angels: will the vault of hoaven do less?
August 15th.

As regards the work in Algiers, it looks as if the storm
that is crashing everywhere would sweep into wreckage the prom-
ised advance of nextwinter. So many dreams are vanishing; the
village outposts of Alice lMcIlroy's vision, the opening among the
"sons of yieldedness" in S. Perkin's mountains. All has gone
down under the ban of martial law: a safe conduct must be obtained
ever. for the 4hr tram-ride from El Biar into algiers! And the two
Colporteurs - young Frenchmen who seemed available for this autumn,
are probably by now on the fighting line, if not passed bey~nd it
into the unseen.

Our present concern 1is whether there is any available mears
of getting out to stand alongside the little band we left behind to
hold the threads at Dar Naama, and the natives in their fear. Xothing
has come yet with the sense of its being the heavenly time and vay;
when it does come God surely will not fail to tell us s~! And vhile
we wait, we see His working of much quiet faith and courage in the
disentangling of the many problems, financial and otherwise that

26



wLve erlicen <ves ther-, the yoianger oncs are nolllig ¢l Lesgsihor:
they will have had as much training for emergencles in these few
weeks as in yoars of ordinary life.
August 18th.

The first letter has come in from the "brethren" in Algiers
writtea just betore war brole out. It runs as follows :-
"In ths name of the one God, the Father, and the Son and ths Holy
"Ghost. To the presence of our beloved sisters Miss Trotter and Miss
"Freeman, & all brothers and sisters in our Lord the Ohrist, greetings
"unto you and the mercy of God and His blessing. And now, how much
"we remember you and make mention of you before Gof, and pray Him for
"you and for all the Massihine and we want you not to forget us
"and pray for us in the Name of our Lord that He may strengthen us.
"And we have read tly letter and rejoiced in 1t greatly, and there
"egreet you Belaild and Boualem and lfustepha, and God has brought us
"one namsd Said and he has oome among us and has entered with all his
"heart and pray that God may add others behind him, and He knows the
"hearte, and He is always showing me that I must walk alone, and yet
"never alone, and Kustapha says he is going to Blilda. And greeting
"to you from your brothers.
"Belaid ben Salem.
"and Boualem.
"and ¥ustapha.



"and Said.
"an@}the blind man says he is coming hack.
"written by the hand of your brather in Ohrist.

"Belald ben Salem, in the date of the 29th July, year 1914."
j Omar's name 1s not there which makes one a bit anxious about

him, - The Said spoken of must be Sasoha Perkin'

8 guide lad, who

had promised her before she left for England, that he would go to them,
September 4th.
Back again in London, and to office after office of all shipping
and railway agencies as to means of conveying us -~ any of us - to

our posts, hitherto in vain.

The urgoncy does not hovever seem as great
Gosben and Breslau which we feared in the early
Algiers, are safely run in, and the Olives werse
those in Dar Naama all through the mobilization
two dayes when goldiers were quartepsd there.

And now, just as the Olives have to return

as at first, the
days would bombard
able to stay with
time, including the

to Blida, Helen

Freeman and the tvio who were with her in Switzerland are able to
make their way back thence, so that there will be again a senior on

that side. This is a great relief.

September 6th.
Another "Foursquare" letter, which is coamforting, the more so

that it is really foursquare this time, in that
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Oumar ' ¢ e signed . ith the other three. It is Mustapha's

writing this time, not quite so phonetically spelt as Bclaid's and
tinged with the smattering of literary Arabic that he piclked up in
liorocco. It runs thus :-

"Praisec he to God the Praised One, the Father and the Son ard
"the Holy Ghost."

"To the presence of the Lady Lili our sister in Christ. I
"inform thee that thy good letters have arrived, we have read them
"and rejoiced with great joy for the gace of God and the power of
"the Holy Spirit that is sown in all lands, andwp rejoiced with
"great joy that you are remembering us at all times and now O broth-
"ers, O sisters, we are waliting paticntly, we and ye, for the work
"of God, and Ve are praising His grace, and we are at all times to-
"gother, praying for you to God that He will open to you the iay te
"be with us soon. And if you ask after our state we are in a difficult
"moment as regards the things of earth, but in the things of God we
"are depending on the Goed Shepherd and we know without a doubt that
"Ho will not give us up. And greetings to all the brothers and the
"sisters and God bless you every one."

Then follow the four names and its date is Rue amfreville, i.e.
Boualem's shop, also the wording of both lettcers sounds like his;
he has not attained to vwriting them yet, though his reading has

gained mueh in fluency this year.
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September 29th.

Amidst all the throw-back of the work, one peint of advance
remains steadily to the flore - the matter of boy-literature. On one
of the first Sundays in England it kindled, so to spealt, in the
Kilburn bible Olass, and cver sinee, the outcome in gifts grecat and
small has gone on till it has become a rcal fund to carry back.

And this, with the Egypt path still open, points to its being
a matter on which to consentratc in these waiting days, so as to
have a stock prepared against the time when all is free again. aAnd
one fecls that with the end drawving noar, the printed mcssage is the
one that may reach the furthest and the swiftest with the "witrness"
that will bring in the Consummatien.

September G50th.

A Story in the papers the other day tells what earthly soldiers
will dare in getting the message of warning to their brothcrs in
danger. It reads as a silent rebuke to us in our terrible laxress.
"In one of our fights," so the story goes, "eorders had to be given
"to a batwwlion in danger to withdraw to a ncw position. The only way
"was to send a manwith orders through a murderous fire. Valunteers
"wero asked forfrom an Irish regiment. All wantcd to go, but by
"tossing for it a selection vas made.

"He was a shockheaded lad who didn't look as if there were much
in him, but he had grit. Ducking his head in a way that madec us laugh
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"he rushed into the hail of shet and shell,

"He cleared the first hundred yards itheut being hit, but in

"thb secend lep they brought him down. He rose again and struggled
"on fer a fe. minutes, vas hit onoo mere, and then staggcred a blt
"before finally cellapsing.

"Tvie more men dashed inte the’ ‘fire and rushed across. One pickcd
"up the .oundcd man and started baock te the trenchgs With him, hile
"thb other tool: the despatoh and i'an ahoad /ith it. Just as the

"viounded man and his mmtu were ithin a few yards of our trcncles
"there eamc another hall of bulletes and both .cnt do.n.

" "ueanvhile the man viith the dospatch was racing for all he vas
"jorth, He got threugh all right till in the last lap he i.as brought.
"deam. He was seen from the other trenches and half a dozen men
"rushod out -te his aild.

"They wiere all shet down, but hc vas new oravling tovards the
"tronchcos 1 1th hils messago. Vith help he roached them, and the ;o=
"bettalion was withdravm te 1itso new stand bgfore the encmy succeeded
"inntheir plan of cutting it eff."

Is th¢ noed less urgent for summening our ‘Moslem brothers t» a
new positien, warning them of the danger of the ecld one. Is the call
leso cloar te ocarry the mossage, and to earry 1t till it reaches *?




Oztobcr 16th.,

Our exit is vithin eight at last, Wo had fclt that it ought te
be. this month, and now, aftcr various illusive hopes on onc side and
anothor, "ve arg able to seccourc berths for eight of us in the first
passtngor boat that has deaided to oall at Al gicvrs, leaving about
thb 26th. There is an Inteépse rost in fecling certain that God's

"go forward" rings through thc .spportunity. Octobor 29th.

Off at last, wilth suah thankful hearts. The final bit of
Algerian roun is good. It isg from F.H. b. at Masoara. Shc had
gone there¢ for thc baptism of t e first throo Spanish converts,
the vomenkind of a osloaist outside the town. Onc of the brothers
says that hc will be the ncmt. All this lice in the line of advance
ifor whieh she, F,H.,F,, has boon maklng for long, i.c. getting a
nuclous from among Europcan colozists who will carc for the souls of
thoir native iorkpeople and make a shield for thom as thcoy come out
for Ohrist.

November 4th.

Gibraltar to-day, bristling uith search llghts, one of uvhich
wvas turned full on us all night begause e had got in aftcr sunsct.
It was strangs to sev ~ursclves guarded by French vrarships: it made
the bonds cof allied varfare scem very clese, and a .;ondurful scquel
to the political diffioulties of bycg~ne ycars.

[ud
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It is a beautiful answer to an only half uttered prayer, that
ve are arriving by the time Turkey takes action. I longed so to te
in "our place" byithen. Strange that the news of its joining the
struggle skhould reach us on our way back, as the news oi the match
that set all ablaze in the Archduke's murder reachsd us on our out-
vard voyage.

" November 8th.

Back at last, thank God; and we thank Him too from our hearts
for the first greeting this afternoon from the "Foursquare” -~ There
they were, safe and sound, sitting on a mat in the court when I
got down from Dar Naama, where I have come for the first few nights.
They had already had their own meeting in the morning. "Vle did miss
three times,- said Boualem penitently‘ two Sundays and a Thursday.
Satan oconquered, but we bagan again.” and in this we see a true
victory. The collootion box and money basket with its collection
of coppers were solemnly handed back by him and there 1ls a grcat
sense of his having developed with the responsibility of steering
through this difficult summer.

November 1llth.

A cheery visit from young Boualem and lMahfoud. They have been
trying to keep a hold on the younger boys and rcport them, "not so
bad," vhich is true, for we have had great pcace about our much
battered door. They have been holding an embryo Surnday school of 5
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or 6 on the sochool doorstep just above our closed cafe-workshop,
shoving plctures and reading storles to them.

His mother told me another bit of cheer about this Boualem the
younger. A little mountain fellow came on a visit to neighbours in
the heuse, & Veek's visit I think: and the boy Boualsm took him
greatly on his heart, and was alwvays reading and explaining to him;
and befors he left, he had copled out for him all the hymne he knew
in Romanized charactcr,

November 1l2th.

We toek to-nlght at the men's prayer mecting the passages
that tell us to 1lift up our heads vhen the wars and rumours of wars
increase., Boualem gravely sald, "We see the signs in the sky begin-
ring with these asroplanes!"... yet there may be a true inwardness 1in
the child thought. This modern warfare, carried on no longer 1in the
simple fashion of the surface of the earth and sea, but through the
ocean depths that seal "the abyss", & through the air which 1s given
not to man, but to the devil for his dominion, may bc preparing the
day of God.

November 1l6th.

Wo have been in correspondence with iions. Oook-Jelabert over
the changes that have come over the horlzon since the day when all

vas_fized for_his—jeining ue—~inOctobers 1t looks notrm—ase-—~if his—

54



path may be to stay in his military chaplaincy till the war is over.
It is best &2, all round, for all has to go quietly, and there is no
scope for the aggressive work for which we needed him, till all is
free again. Meanwhile he is studying Arabic and his wife & children
move here at Christmas, so his home will be among us.

November 17th.

The hope of a hostel for the student boys has gone back again

into the distance, and we have had to refuse Mohammed Ouagenouni of
Blida, as being. too unrestrainable to be placed alone in lodgings
under our responsibility, and Mr & Miss Smeeton, who lodged him
before, will now be with us in Rue du Croissant. Laradji is different,
as steady and trustworthy and hardworking as a boy could be msde. He
is ninching himself in a way worthy of any Scotch student, to live
in a room with another lad, on his bursary, & is most grateful for
translation work whereby to pay his share of the rent. He is much
interested in the matter of boy literature, % has brought some grist
to the mill with his suggestions, and he comes regularly to the Sun-
day morning meeting. He is a soul who will be worth Chrsit's winning.

November 27th.

Another of the smaller boys who has hitherto been an imp of

wickednoss is shewing signs of grace! the next brother to Boualem
the younger, Mohammed by name. A great spirit of tenderness ard
helpfulness at home has woke up in him. The other night his mecther
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was 11, and every hour till the ocandle went out he thrust it in
her faoe to see hos she was faring, and when that failed repeated
his experiment with matches. In the morning he took baby Abderrah-
man and swaddled him afresh, and put on the coffee. "When Boualem
cries for my troubles he goes away and hides" his mother finished..
"Mohammed vwill cry before anybody - he is a child still."

Nov. 30th.

The children's work has taken a new phase- this winter. It is
useless to starp embroidery classes, for in war time purchasers would
be too searce. So we are deep in the problem of wool buying, and
washing, and spinning, so as to set the gitls to work with Red Croge
knitting. The older women are delighted over this and strolke and pat
the fleece in a loving way which tells how it recalls their country
homes. The small girls aro keen to learn, the only difficulty te ing
the dearth of knitting needles in this land. In Algiers vwe are using
long nails, in Relizane more ingeniously, they have devised them
from old umbrella ribe!

Dec. lst,

The boys' classes are waiting for E. Thorpe's roturn at Christ-
mas time to begin again, Meantime we are working away at "Literature"
material for them for the future. The outline of a monthly tract
story with an inset of some kind to increase 1ts attractions has been
coming into focus these days, it might become the germ of a magazine
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1f it expanded, only it will all have to wait till after Egypt to get
into shape. More help again is offered on the financial side for
children's Literature from America - another seal that God's time has
come,
Dec, 24th.
Christmas week is seeing us all gathered back, except Hary
Freeman, Alice Mcllroy and Alma Krebs. The former's rath scems at
home this winter, & that of the latter we are hoping from week to wesek
will clear as to the way from Denmark, vhich is complicated. Alice
McIlroy comes by the boat that takes um on to Egypt, &, with her, two
or threo "Short Servicers" vho, war time notwithstanding, are coming
to our help. The first of them came with E. Thorpe a weelz ago.
Touzer's prospects have been dim, for we had too see how Turkey's
move would touch these far-off nativo places before opening there,
All seoems quiet enough to Justify it now, and we long groatly to
know how the souls there are faring, for no letter brealks the silence.

Dec. 27th.
This strange year's last Sunday has brought a touch of gladness.
o are ~ll up at Dar Naama for the long deferred Rally Days, & wers
a bit puzzled how to provide for the Sunday marning meeting, when
the cluﬁ came vwith a sonse of rest, "Let the mbn have it to them-
solves.



They took to the thought quite naturally vhen it was proposed.
Unpremeditatedly abt the last, Mr Smeeton wallzed down, and vent to
the guesat-room, and found all going as it should be. It is not in
outyiard seeming a great advance, and yet in the inwardness of things,
it shews a point round vhich the 1ittle native Church could orystallise,
and that is no small gain.

And when one watches, in those terrible battle-fields of Europe
the infinite patience and courage poured out over each strategic
point hovever small, a farm, a canal, & trench, it makes these days
of small things take their true value. If, with those millions in
contest, every few yards gained on this side or on that, is counted
worth reoordlng Jjust becausse of the odds involved, the chronldling
of Heaven will measure gain and loss with no carelees hand.

i
Dec. 31lst.

I have been looking bacL at the entry for Jan. 1lst. vwikh which
this year began, and the gald hope that it records over ihe cry that
vas beginning to echs that "the Bridegroem Gometh" With all that it
has brought of storm and darkness, that cry sounds all the nearer now!



