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January lst 1¢1l4.

The year opens with a glow and a glory in its dawn, with
tlie thought of that other dawn that may be just Leyond the
cky-line. 1 remember when I was a child the sztrange joy that
used Lo come around a wonder that was just out of sight - the
sea on the other side ol a raised beach, or the moonshine
Ilooding tlhie clouds hehind the mountains. Something of that
rmystic, exultant joy is growing, with the whisper on all
sides "Behold the Bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet Him."

Jan. 9th.

Here in Algiers it is still thc pressing problem of the
big lads. For lMohammed Ouguenouni's chum, whose name we do
rot yet know and therefore call the 'Silver River' boy, (such
is the name of his home by interpretation) has again put in
an appeal to be taken in - and he seems a ‘lad of such purpose
and character that we cannot turn away.

Mr Smeeton has again come to the rescue, and is making
him a place to sleep in his house. For the day-time we are
rigging him a den out of a little unused outhouse in the
Shushan courtyard. Hanifa of Blida with her two younger boys
have come for a month to mother her own boy and lahfoud.
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Jan, 1lth,

The first of this years "little ships" has got into
port. Chira bent Si Harreth of Relizane, elder daughter
of the blind Fatima who went Home from thence a year or
more ago. .

F.H.F, writes - "Last night Chira passed away. About
"10 o'clock the neighbours heard her talking with a strong
"voice, as if she was not ill at all, with her hmsband, and
'saying "No, it is not so, that is not the right road,"
"A few minutes after the husband called them, and they found
"her dying. She looked round on them all and said, "I am not
"here, I am in Heaven, walk in the right road," and she was
"gone. The night before she had a dream (but she said she
"was sure she was not aslecp) and she found herself in a
"most beautiful place with the Lord Jesus, and she said to
"Him" Can I stay here or must I go back to my illness?"
"He said "You must go back, but only for a little, little
"time." Mow she is safe and glad for ever!"

Jan. 15th.
Another of the growing buds of this year is a

dclightful set of mountain women and children who come
daily to S., Perkin, often arriving before she is down in
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he morning. They mugt number 10 or 12 now, and make

a dear group in their mountain draperies, ©She attends to
bad eyes, and washes the baby and teaches needlework to

the small girls and gives a Bible talk, and they bring
touching bite of presents in retwn, Some of the men of

the family have come up this week to meet returning pilgrims

and escort them home, and gospels and tracts have gone
with them,

Jan, 18th
Taradji, the *Silver River' boy, is safely installed
on his little mattress i a tiny cornereroom at Mr Smee-
ton's. He seems such & nice felleow, keen, ambitious, hard-
working, one with whom grace will have & hard fight before
he is done with, and so worth the fight., At present he is
eager and respotisive, bless him!

Jan., 21st,
More news from Touzer about the man concerning
whom their hopes have been rising. A.,K, says to~day that
"he has acocepted Jesug Ohrist as his Saviour : he is the
"game that I told you about who wanted me to give him the
"lawp and pules for the new Viay., He does seem to have
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"grasped now that it is 'by grace'. Last time I asked him
"several questions 'Vhy did God let Jesus die?' and his
"answer came straight. "That He might carry my sins."
"and when I asked 'How can we know that our sins are for-
"givon?' he said "Some time ago I should have said
"through prayer, reading, fasting and good deeds, but now
"I know in my heart it is through the ransom in Jesus
"Christ." He seems sincere and we can only take his word
"and pray for him, and try to lead him on to fuller know-
"ledge. I had three new bigger lads in this morning,
"a1l students. - Ve had an enormous dish of couscous sent
"us last night from our teacher's house.,"

Jan, 23rd.

Another sign of that working of God in famililes,
as a step beyond individuals, is cropping up in the Dar el
Fedjr group from Blida. The father, Said, has come up
for a night or two, and yesterday evening in the reading
with us, his wife and two boys, our 'Ouguenouni' and
the next youngest 'Hamid' aged 7 or 8, were helping to
explain, so clearly and on the Christian side, and the
father listened gravely and responsively. He the father

is the strategic point for the lads liberty to follow the light.
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The same blesscd collective working is to be traced in the
family of the house-guardian at the slumpost, Boujemaa by
name, He has been during the two years or more of their re-
sidence, well-disposcd but densc, and his wife Fatima
neutral - now, gradually, the light and liberty of the new
life are thrusting out little green shoots of promise, and
the ten~year-old daughter who used to be a poor half blind
creature, blinking and miserable, is a sunny hearted little
Christian according to the full measure of her child-heart.

This action of the Spirit of Grace on families rather
than on individuals, seems a real precursor of the spring-
time. For not only does it give the sense of backing that
these timid spirits so sorely need, but it deals wilth a
great problem of Moslem work, i.e. that interweaving of the
soclal and the religious elements, which is one of the
secrets of the tenacity of Islam, When husband and wife
stand together, the questlen of feasts and fasts, and many
other tangles, are solved: at any rate can be solved.

Jan, 28th.
Joyful news frown Mascara, vhero F.H,F's Spanish Evan-
gelist Solor has plodded en for a year and a half, with
good openinge among the Spaniards, a little group of enqulrers
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from them coming constantly to read with him, (also what
F.H.F. doscribes as "a cmall dispirited meeting of Arab men!)
But now the waft of spring has come, and "four of the Span-
"iarde seem to bo truly converted and are asking for baptism,
" and four others seem to be en the way." All that will so
help to warm and lighten the spiritual atmosphere for the
further back Mssleom goule.

Feb. 1lst.

The last new developement is blind men! The first of
them, Abdelkader, is one who had attracted the notice of
Sascha Perkin this winter among the beggars that haunt the
shrine of Sidi Abderrahman in the street above us: his re-
fined face, spotless drapery and taper fingers marked him
out as a being apart from them, and one wha ought not to be
allowed to drift down. VViith much toil she has got him and two
of his mates into basket-meking work at a French "oeuvre"
for the blind, and he and the more intelligent mate, Ali by
name, are coming regularly to learn Braille type reading in
the ewenings, under the superintendanee of Mr Smeeton, with
little Boualem ben Ahmed as monitor, Ali is a raggod looking
fellow, a Kabyle by birth; he seems to have the more spiri-~
tual perception of the two.



Feb. 4th,
It is young Aissa now who has got into a tangle with
Alssa the elder - debts as ugual -~ "He has got me into a
cage, and I can only hop backwards and forwards, and now &
then he pulls out a foather" so he expresses it: and he 1is
in a state of mind over it hecause the Mouloud feast is im~
minent and Alssa the elder smays he will make him keep 1t
if he does not pay up. Oh these feasts, how we dread them!

Feb, 6th.

AK. writes: "It gave us a great joy when our man came
"to=day to read, that he asked me "Can I havo anything to
"do with the feast?" (the Mouloud) I had never mentioned it.
"I askod him "Since the day yow believed have you counted
3ourself a Moslem?" and he said "Ne¢, I am no Moslem, I am
"o Christian, and I felt I could not celebrate the Aid in
"the mosque, 80 I camo to-day to ask you about it." Then he
"told me he had given up his prayers in the mosque, and that
"people bogan asking him why he did not come there anymore.

"t/o mentisned Ramadan, and he said he did not know
what would happen to-him if he broke the Fast., But I just
"said he need not trouble his soul now about 1it, as it was
"still a long way off, and that God could strengthen and
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"preservo His own in time of need.”

Here in Alger the battle over the Mouloud is closing in.
Aissa the elder and his wife have gone <o stay at the Ali Medfa
house for it, so as to hold the reins. Ve were there to-day
over a fresh attack of his on Hamdan and Hanifa. Aissa the el-
der sat thore pulling his l@ng mouatache and looking pale and
fierce and sad, and saying he meant to put a stop to the whole
goings on of Lhe family. His wife Yamina pranced about, trying
to make a show of keeping the Mouloud: she brought a little ta=
per and lighted it and put it ostentatlously on a cupboard over
our heads, hoping to make a sceno, but it fell very flat, and as
soon as her back was turned, the "Iomma" put it out. There was
no sign of decoration or feast about the room, so we think they
are holding their own.

Young Aissa too is wrestling through. - We felt that debt
or no debt he must assert his freedom and must not be propped
up with help. He nearly Loppled over with discouragement,
flinging away and saying it was no use trying to resist Aissa.
But yesterday he came back with the light on his face agailn.

"I was very cold last night"he said, "I have come to get warm
again." He has pawned some smart embroidered clothes and gone
off to a friendg instead of jolning in Aissa the elder's feast,
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and Boualem alse haas gone back to his house to sleep.,so as to
be out of it.

Fifi too, who stood out last Ramadan, has, thank God, kept
that stand. M. Ridloy went on Sunday evening to see what was
happening and found her room bare of all Mouloud wreathings and
lights, and one egg being cooked for supper, this was the more
joyful that it was a lonely protest, and that but for the chance
visit, all unlooked for by her, we should not have known it.

Feb. 14th.

The best bit of this week's battle has been in Omar's house.
He was hero one morning really broken down with the sense of his
Tailure and his need. Vle had becen troubled over his apathy of
late, the result partly of overwork, He has a sensitive, self-
sufficient nature that needs these ploughings up of conscience;
it was good to hear the torrent of confession and prayer for
Grace.

The atmosphore of his homee has been lightencd too by a
touch of that Grace on a new soul, Fatma Zourha by name. lary
Frecman had had a bit of talk with her when visiting Omar's
wife, and she had absorbed a few more rays of dawn from the
latter, on the strongth of which she came to A, lMclIlroy this
week at Belt Naama and said she had come to our Lord. I think
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thero had been a dream in it too. Anyway she took her stand bold-
ly out before the other women in the meoting there. She is a
young married woman with a fine strong facc., Vie like the look of her

Feb. 16th.
Saturday saw the £illing up of "Dar el Fedjr" to the brim,
with the incoming of the last two "Daybreakers" of the scason....
to say nothing of the Guest-rooms, 5 or 4 in number now, con-
taining Chira of Relizano and her mother, Hanifa of Blida with
her husband and her 3 boys, Mahfoud on a shakedown in the reading
room and Boualem and Chira, Rabbah and Fatma in the old Guest
house outside.,
FFeb. 17th,
The tilling up of the "Daybreakers" ranks, times in with its
first overflow. k. Freeman leaves to-day with . Ridley for
the spell of village work at Blida by which we have planned to
supplement the station work at "Dar el Ain" in the best "villaging"
weeks of spring and autumn.

I am off too, for the inside of this weeck, for a sight of
them there and at diliana, before Touzer 1s too claso,
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HMiliane, Feb. 18th.

It is good to be slceping in the new hruse and to see how,
like all our others, it might have been built for the needs. -
An imner shell of native rooms looklng intc the court and an
outer shell of bhedrooms witlhh the outer air and light... Tho girls
love it for its shelitered feeling. In the children's room, 22 of
them I lLiave courted this morning. the babies knitting odds and
ends of wool. They are so kcen ¢1: that new acccmplishment that
they knit in their own houses with nails and bits of stick! The
¢lder ones promoted to "Shebiks” driboz & "thikas”, and it
ended with a sort of drill on the "lordless Book"

Feb. 20th.

Now it is Blida's turn ~ Ve began at 8 o'clock with a batch
of delightful babies, tumbiing over each other in their eager-
ness to gt to work with pricking pictures. Then came hymns and
a graphic descripiion by the senior badby of the healing of the
man full of leprosy. Then came a troodp of bigger girls who had
to be sorted out into their varlous avocations, and then a band
of bipger stili, - dear stalwart brown--faced things. so different
from the agile spirits of Algiers. The tallest of them, Bent el
Tradi, who has beon in and out with us since childhood, is al=
most a woman nov,
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ie have had a long talk this afternoon with the teacher,
a grave middle-~aged Arab who ponders deeply, and seems glad to
got an answer to the questicns that throng through his mind....
When will Blida get Xkz its harvest among these who have heard so
much ?

But our special quest now is after the great horizon of
darkness -that licse round the tiny circle where the light has
fallen, %e went through the list of over 100 villages that are
open, to see where the need was the mgst urgent., Those that had
heard once since last summer were counted well off!}

Feb. 27th.

Fresh dewelopements over Bsualem., The doctor of hie barrel
factory tells him he will never be weli while working there, be=
cause of the dus*t that brings on his cough again incessantly
when he gets back to hispoat, "The only solution seems that he
should go back to shoe~making: and it looks as 1if this may
include his coming to live with Chlra in the Dar el Fedjr Guest
house; which we have felt for long was ithe break-off that they
both needed from the 2ld ground. It would be a cutting down of
the bridge behind them. It is Chira who has always stood out
against this, now she has hbeen swept round by another of the
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life impulses that come to her, and it looks as if itwere on
ite way. "I do not know what has come to her" Yamina said the
other day, "I oan do nothing with her now"..... long may it con=
tinue! , It looks as if the long delayed answer to our cry
that they may be delivered from thelr fear of her and her hus-
band were really on its way. = "I have beon as one walking on
a8 plank that was always swaying" Boualem says, "& when 1t sway-
ed under me I let go overhead....now I am walklng on a rock &
my hands ocan hold."
March 6th,

One more Alglers developement 1ls a weekly meeting that
M. Ridley is starting in Fifi's house. The women themselves
want to help in providing the coffes, which is e sins quoe
non in receiving guests. There seems s grest spirit cf reedi~
ness in that house, and a great freeing on Fifi‘s part in go=
ing forward,

March 7th.

Guests are in the order of God's working, we feel more &
more, and we are fitting up the house~doulra, where Fata's
0ld husband has never settled down again, as the guest room
of 2 Rue du Oroissant. In the house just now we have two
darling girl visitors, whose mother 1s 1ill. They belong to
8. Porkin's mountain family, and sit pershed side by side
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like a pair of Java sparrows, such picturee in their bright
inland drapery..At present they are very meek, and kiss our
hands humdly for greeting, instead of throwing their arms
round our neoke like the town children. The last additlon 1s
their smallest sileter, a very siock baby of 7 months, who has
been givon us to be tended. The elder of the Java spsrrows,
Miriam by name, has been doing housemeid here of la%te and
hepr heart is wide open to the Lord.

March 9th.

There are two good bits of news from F.H.F. One 1s that
the house that was needed for developling thinge in Masocara
seems to have dropped from the skiles - a house 5§ minates from
the natlive quarter, that will hold Soler and his family, and
also the two workers for the women, who this winter are Mme
Arnaud and Panny Hammon, both returned as temporary helpers
at any rate, from the Alglers people of long ags. The house
hap a garden, 4 trees and a perernmial stream, and room for
all the work, at lees rent than goes at present for the dou=
ble lodgings.

The other hope 1s a more distant one, thet of a noselble
French man for Alglers - Alglers boys spevially -~ and aso
much expansion remains shut down till such an one ie forth-
coming. He is an ex~Schoolmaster, still on "service militaire."
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The only point on which we can expand 1s the getting 1li-
terature ready, and our first bi«~lingual tract for boys, a
nature parable about tadpoles by S. Perkin, is out this week:
We have been trylng our first experiments too in getting na-~-
tive help over stories. Alssa the youngor has been giving
good translatioen help, and he told us he had a story of his
own making up. "It is like a gandoura that is out out but not
sown yot"! as he graphically expressed it.

We have been following up, too, a thought of Miss Van Som~
merd, that of seelng whether native writing powers can be dove-
loped by offering small prizes among the elder boys. We made
the start a month ago by giving the beglnning of a story out=
line of a boy finding a treasure~tomb in the sandhills of
Egypt, leaving them to complete it and make the interpretation.
We had 4 good results, including an attempt by our dear 8 yearw
old Ahmed (Ouaganouni'o brother

Then "Short Service" is enlisting... P. Hurst with a
tract for Mystioc that is full, we fodél, of promise, & D. Van
Bercham, a last year's "daybreaker" hae offered help not only
with Prench translatlen work, but with the 1lssuing and its
cost, Outlines and suggestions come orowding in on all sldes
from one and another 1in a way that makes one feel that the
Lord and Gilver of Life 1s behind the onward move.
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) March 18th,

Yosterday morning saw our start for Touzer. W2 crept up
the gable end of the plateau, M. Vatling and I, and have come
along the roof ridge of the country for two days ~ Desolation
itself marks that roof ridge the first day, with 1ts unreached
and nearly unreachable hamlets lylng stark and bare against
the bleak sky=~iine., To-day the land has been rostful in its
loneliness, only because the shepherdless humen eloment has
been ogut of sight, and ones eyes could foast on the miles of
meadow and mountain, carpeted with creamy jonquils and flame
coloured marigolds., R TRESSRITI R e

It was wonderful to leave the maln line and face south
onoe more. To do so without the sonse of running the gauntlet
would have seemed in past days a marvel. But to go down, with
a mission house of our own in the south land, with settled
work begun and the firstfruits to .Christ already gathered,
goes out or the region of manvel into that of miraocle... So
anyway it would have looked in% those by=~gone daya: and yet 1t
all lay thereo in God's "next timp® ... How glad_the heart of
the Father must have been over His seoret when He saw us
turning our backs sadly on Touzer long ago, and leaving it te
its darkness.

"With all confidenos, no man forbidding him" ~ that was
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the end of the antagonism in the Acts long ago. He has made
it trve again, agzainst all odds.
March 21st,

Tcyday nas marked an era in life with its vision of God's
\Va-y .

It began at & in the morning with the joy of asking for
tickets for Touzer - the sleopy statlion master had to hunt
up the fare, so lately has the line been open.

Sunrise came with groat scarab=wings of dusky red behlnd
the purple mountains. On the other side the hills stood in
madder against a sky of cloisonee blue.

By that time we were turned out - a,joy agaln =~ into a
white painted double roofed train that looked as if 1t meant
to get to the Soudan before ite dayes were done. A bit lon-
ger and the scarab-wings had got glorified into the white
pinions o." all the hosts of heaven. As M. Watllng remarked
"from Gebricl to the crowd of baby cherubima" all against a
sky of tenderest shades of turquoise, melting to indesori-
bable green and mauve a8 it neared the horizon.

And then came the climax... the hille closed round us
end we plunged down into a deep, winding canyon, that almost
took ones breath with its beauty as it folded and unfolded.
On it went between toworing cliffs, fluted and castellated,
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t1l1l at last, through the rift of a lateral valley, gleamed
for one moment the sunny sea-line of the dosert. Three minutes
more and we were out in it. - How it brought back the day,
12 years ago, when we went up coastwards through tiiat other
gorge at El Kantara, literally banished from the desert lands,
and all those 12 yesrs we had never seen that soa-line again,
only had clung to the word that came to us that day "He openeth
& no man shuttoth." Ve knew that the desert gate would be kept
open by His hand, no matter who might will to close 1t agalnst
us, And here He brought us back through another of these on=
trance ways, to which El Kantara seemed like a child's toy,
so grand was this "Gate of the Lord" through which we returned.
And 1t shut behind us so completely that when we looked baok,
5 minutes aftor, there was no slign of the chasm through whioch
we had come, It brought one into the presence of the true wor-
shipping hoste of angels, and of their King.

An hour more, and the long line of dark peacock green
lay along the mailze coloured sand and grew, (so quickly now,
compared with the long drawn camel marches of the past,) into
the feathery line of palms with their brown villages along=-
gide.

Was 1t Touzer wlth a rallway station? = we hadhardly
time To think, with the sight of two white figures among the

18



white robed Arabs. - They were there, our own two, with a whole
group of their boys round thom, streitching out welcomlng

hands "ida Negedshe” among them in a new brigh* blue jelab for
the occasion, and & most bowitching and confiding smile.

And then came the getvting to the dezr house., -~ White-
washed walls and cellings of pelm wood, and 1ts lenl stalks ine
Btead of brass roae, and unsven native brlck floores. - crooks
and draperies, nratilve also, gold and green..

In and out came boys and men in tihe afiernoon, among them
the new "brother"; and open faced fellow, with a frank, business-
like manner. '

Now 1t is Sundsy. e began wlth a double row of small boys
et 8, bright oyed oreatures who repested texts and hymns as 1f
years of Sundaye Jay behind instead of woeks.

Then the Sunday morning meeting with the "brother" down
on his mat, then a group of vig laz TC T6Glcscssoe Lt 0OOIS
stlill all 1l.xe a dream,

Monday .

Here as In Al3iers, it 1la the tell leds to whom onee heart
goes out beyond all otber of ithe visitors. One = Yusvl, with
dark wistful eyes and & flrm ohin, snd another, Abderrahman, an
upper clase boy, inteliizent and eager, bouth of them needing
special prayer help Jjust now because bchh heve been manifestly
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put baok by those around, and »rTe now begimmlng to zether up
courage to come agein o hoar. Willi the niew tuds survive the
frost?

T\Jesda’yn esensy
and that means the day for the reading men; there were 17 or
18 of them in, in grcups thise ai'ternoon, Doglming with e
middle-aged man brought yesterday by Ae. &nd who in his turn
brought in two sete. ~ A thoughtfuil man he Ls, who winces when
he 1s hit hard, and does nst iry to anewsr hack when he has
no angwer ready. « Half a dozen hig leds were relegaited to M.G.
in the boys room, somevhat to tholr disppasure..e.

Neofte, Viednesdar,

Sunrise saw us on route here - oh the joy of 1%}
and the same canopy ¢f white wings was over us 28 on Sature
day. "The hosts of God golng ferth o war® M.Gs calis them.
Our wvonveyanse was a “carita® 1.6, o large wooden shecvel
without seats slung on two great wheelz, and siung on suoch a
tilt that our efforte, for the 5 houre traneil’, were conceons
trated on keeping ourseives Trom sliiding o7t the shovel edgs.

Ve passed ouvt weetward by tho =2ard dume behind whleh we
had oamped years ego. lihet memorice Ly woks, and wha! pralee
for the cbanged outlook now}

The heavenly overshadowing hze Teen very marked. We gave
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oursolves to God and went out in the afternoon to see how &
where He would leed, and within 5 minutes we had come across
one of the three Nefta men through whom the call to the place
had come two months ago. So he will give news of our arrival
without delay.

It was a joy to find the great beautiful town unmarred
still by a touch of the European elegment. Down through the out-
skirts of the date groves we went, and up the hill beyond,
crested, as are all the eight other hills, with 1ta citadel
of mos quos and houses., - Such "a strong city" it looked in the
glow of the afternoon....... Then suddenly A.Krebs recognised
that we had unwittingly come to the very "houma", where stood
the one house to which she and kiss Cox had aocess when they
wore here three yeare ago; only the 1little bride whose coming
there had given access, had gone away. It was a grand house
belonging to one of the chief familigs = Should we venture?

The inner light seemed "Yes" - Ve would go up to it &
see if entrance came... Close by an indigo~swathed girl was
holding a poor sand bird on its tightly bound winge & while
Alma gave her a sound sc6lding and cut its tethering, a band
of men, young and old, gathered round. Seme of them paaaed
through a sido entrance and met us again at the door of the
great house, asking for books, and before we knew it we were
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in the long vestibule, with easger hande outstretched for thom.

The 1ittle bride proved to be there after all, and we
were tgken on from one court to another, courts wide eneugh to
hold three or four ordinary house courts, and each peopled by
a different throng of many hued women of all ages, negress
servants, girls, boys and babies, all clustering round to lis-
ten, (except the babies}) quietly and intelligently. So different
from the wild screaming crowds of the back streets, where alone,
for the most part, we had access in past days. It was sunset
before we had done,

Thureday.

This morning started with the turning up of the second of
the three men who had asked A. Krebs to come to NHefte, a tall,
thoughtful looking man, S1 Tayeb by name, who proves to be the
guide of the Hotel., TO sit there in its court, one of us read~ -
ing with the man, the other in colloquial with a boy from yes=~
terday's house who had come for a book, "no man forbidding"
was another of these daily miraocles. The landlord came up and
looked enquiringly. Ho proved to be an R.C. 2 "croyant® as he
expressed it, an earnest soul and groping for freer light, and
he had tried with what he had, to help his natlve friends
around, a rare thing to meet out here in the willds.

The rest of the morning was spent in goilng about the streets
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with the loveliest scnse of God's leading and weaving links
among the various gellers with whom we talked. At last the
point began to be mogoted, would we not thke a shop where we
could read with them? Si Tayeb echoed 1t next time we came
across him, and said he would look for onc. - Meantime we had
coue aBross a Tebessa man who recognised A.Krebe & asked her
to come and see his wife, who was leaving next day. And so this
afternoon from 4 till 6 wae spent in going from court to court
of another of these palace houses, whcere the wife was a guest;
strange to say cousins of yesterday's house owners, though in
a far away quarter, and both houses of the family of Si Taher,
whose heart was so open to the light in the tenting days of
long ago. He himself seems to be no longer here, but it 1s as
if the prayers that went up for him had come down like tho dew
on his kith and kin. One of the boys I can see still, he fol-
lows us silently all the time, a tall erect little fellow of
10 or 12, clothed in a long looee gandoura of eggshell blue,
with a rcsolnte face and a droop of sadness about the mouth.
How they plead for books, most of these boys, and how little
we have that is of any use for them!}

I wish I could make people sec all these Nefta streets
with their deep recessed horse-shoe arches and the play of
light and shado on the bas-reliefs of their brick-work pat-
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terns., Such a colour too, that brickework is, or rather such
a range of changing tones, ashy grey in the dawn, old ivory
in the afternoon, copper gold at sunset, and a strange pale
lemon yellow afterwards against the dead blue of the eastern
sky, and cach new colour note strikes a frosh chord with the
decp blue green of the palms.

As we came back, out came Si Tayeb "We have found you a
shop, here it is" And there in the market place corner it
stood, a omall place with two doors, straw mats, and two
wooden footstools for scate, at 2 francs a day, furnishings in-~
cluded, and with it a request from the men that they might meet
us there at 8 next morning.

In they came, in a string, till the little room was lined
two or three deep, while a crowd of lads perched outside on a
table in front of the door.

Ve had a tough time: one, a thin, keen faced fellow, whom
we called "thoe Stony" was bent on interrupting, and drowning
cverything with his long harangues., The other tolbas for the
most part stalked out when they came to the words in St. John
"to them gave He power to become the sons of God" others drop-
ped in in their placos, and we had a roomful for the whole .
two hours, only not the sense of much done, which made us sad.

The afternoon reading was better, chiefly for the sense
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trat in thc Serumen cn the iount samc errow thrusts cf convic-
tion as we read 1t, specially to Si Tayeb, who broke out with
the impossibility cf liviag ab such 4 standard,

Mo Go & Mo W. asd arrived by now, in the carita that will
take us back tomorrow, for 3% days is as much as ls wise to put
in. It is a univereity town, 8o to Spwak, and a2 turn of the tide
against the light here vould re-ac* on Touzer. So the side of
wisdom 1s to throw in a handful of Living dynamic truth, and
disappear again. Even tornight, going lack to say good-bye to
the first set of houses, thers was an uneasy feeling among the
women, as 1f they were relieved when we vere salely out., As
yet among the men they seem to went us to stay - "Why dont you
take a larger shop £o that more could come?" "Vould not you stop
a month?" But it is best to leave while they are still hungry,
And thank God for ths hungry couis, Touzer is within reach.

Onc sight in a side street to-day was two tiny creatures
in their "birthday suit" of smootn brown skin having a sand
bath and a sun bath in onc, rolling over and over in glee, in the
sheer abandonment of joy at being alive!

Touzer. Saturday,

We gathered this morning for the last time. The "Stony" was
therc again, and the softening that had begwr yesterday after-
noon was very marked to-day. tc felt quite drawn to him as he
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sat therc looking quietly puzzled. Again and again came the
hush in which God's liord ic with power, and we saw signs that
several of the wmen felt a shaking of their foandations, and
lookcd at each other in doubt and perplexity, and the meeting
broke up in quietness and order.

And as 1 back-ground lies the laet mer.'s gathering of the
olden days in the south land, the men of Beni Ferah sitting in
o huze scmi-circle round our tent, just ou:t of carshot, =ot
daring to come nearer, or to take the books, under Toear of
fines and imprisonment. We look at that day and at this, and we
say once more "Blessed are all *hey that vait for Him"!........
In a back stroet later came the "Stony”, and another hard-
headed student with him, anxious t6 hear more., And the "Stony"
ended by giving his address to have a Biblo sent to him from
Algiers, - iore dynamite for lhe future!

The way home from 2 till 7 = oh that one can speak of
Touzer as "home"! - wac beautiful beyond words. The air was
like Lot wine, and the Shott was llke a great silent sea-shore
witn the tide far out, barred to the horlzon in deep cobatt
and palest cream colour, as sand and water. light and shadow,
alternated. iAand as we neared Touzer, the eastern hills took
on their svening amethyst, with sapphire shadows, like a bit
of the walls of the New Jerusalem let down, and the sun sank
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In a blaze of copper and iulberry purple, with the faintest
baby new moon hung above it in the bluea
warch 3lst

and so .areh ends: it was for rany years a curiously marked
battle-month; it is so like our Lord to tivwe it as the month cf
seeing the beginning of iis sequel. - ihe doubling over of tiiat
cequel comés in thiat while we have btesn down here, anotier of
ourr storma centres of the past, vhere the battle for libsrty of
utierance was hard - fought by :me arnaud and ..ay Bustace, is ha-
ving its next stage of advance. Dellys is being worked these
wecks as o "temporary post™ by a. iellroy and C. i.ennell. The
Tormer's 5 years of experience in the "Pilgrim .:.ission" has given
her speclal training for this 1line of pioneering; a line that
can be pushed further as our available tongues are set free.

Down here too as ever, each new foothold means power to pass
one step further into untrodden ground.

:6 have beem talking over next winter's plans... all dim
as yot for want of knowing what avallable strength e can put
into the field.

This much is clear, that Uefta ought to be the next ongard
move., - It is also clear that vie have no one qualified at present,
Tfor worlk among men there, and that probably therefore the deal-
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ing with these should be confined to Touzer; vhile in liefta,
vhere such vork would bring an upheaval, it -ay well be that it
is the little sof't hands of the children that will hold the

doors open. Already in the 24 hours that our :.iliana out-posters
were with us there, they found that boys and girls gathered round
and vantel to ma.e friends, and the houses scemed relatively

easy ol access; - a conlrast to Touzer, where the fact of a score
or so of resident curopeans make the people much more cautious.
It looks as if it might be possible to try a month's visit there
next winter, speclally with women and children for the goal.

The future for the women and girls hcre in Touzer involves
the question of house room. Our present houce is perfect for the
boys and ren, but with its door opening on the market-place it
could never lend itself to the veiledness they need.

‘e are meditating on the chance there seems to be of buy-
ing this nresent house with next door thrown in, and next
door iould be as perfect for the women Lkind as this for the
others, for it nas a second entrance from a blind alley lead-
ing out of the labyrinth of natlve strects behind. It has also
a tiny shop fucing the street vhich, in the farther future,

;;ould e ideal for a book~depot, In that farther future it
looks as if God must send us a man-vorker for the men's side.
It has heen proved before now elsewhere, that gulet reading vwith
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little groups oif students 1s as gocd as can be for the thin end
of the wedge. The other end will need stronger biows before it
i1s driven in. ie can crnly watch and wonder at the entrance gi-
ven thus far.

The boys are delighiful from “i:a~negeddshe” upward, His
bilue gandoura is getting mellowed already by dust into a dusky
harmeng with the brown skin over which it is draped. There is
somstilng fol't and elusive abouw him, reminding one »f a btaby
mouss; Cae is efraid of steppins on him!

They are such frierdly hearted fellcws, every cne, and
thet they sliould bte se friendly proves that no serious coun-
ter-rurrent has arisen yet; its first symptom would be that
thay would all disappear.,

The house-toys have Teen bringing offerings of palm-flowenr
buds, like ivory carvings in their huge sineaths, and the first
roses. I »roceeded to put these latter into water, notwithstandu
ing their stalks heing hardly an irch loxg- "That is not the way"
remarked the giver, ard took them from my hand and plunged them
head dowawards in the bowl. And true enough we found their desert
natures requirod this fashion of drinking te¢ xeep them alive:
they were fresh and sweet for days thus. I secretly experimented
our northern fashion and found they withered in a few hours!
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Apr., 4th.

6 have taken sne day off, from those whose constant visi-
tors leave hardly a free hour anywhere, for a breath of rest &
fresh air., We went out a mile or two, tc "the head of the water
springs." The path struck across from the casis edge instead of
following the winding line of palms thst odge the water course
to its source.

It wes gcod to reach the furthest pcol smong the blue-green
“ronds, & vo vatch the crystal suoply welling up through the
sand - such a slew quiet welling.. only when we iifted our eyes
to the miles of palm-forest aoross thc “en coloured sand waste,
we could nwoasure the fountain of life that the gathered rivulets
were pouring rorth.

\i/e stand here in Touzer at another "head of the water
aprings" The first drops of the river of the water of life, clear
as crystal, are beginming to rise and flow, & though the thirsty
land lies all round us, & no distant oasis line¢ is within sight,
faith can already see it "afar off"... for "everything shall
livoe whither the river cometh."

Algiers. Apr. 10th.

The last days were full to the brim with readers: how I
wish I could give outline sketches of some of them - the twn
lads whom we called "the Pharisee & the Publican" from the de-
cision they each to~k before coming to the end of the parable
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as to which of the two would be acceptable before God - the groups
of other tall lads who come in the train of any leading spirit, &
are argumentetive, or silent with the inscrutable depths of thc
East in their pyos,,according to tomperamont - the man whom we
nd%ed 'Agrippa' from thc half-frightencd "Almost thou pcrsuadest
mec” of his attitude. another 'The Slave of the Keeper' is his name
by tran;lhulon, who had been trying to get on the track of the
dissionaries, & hcar more than the one verse "Cr-ate in me a clean
heart O God, & rcnew a right spirit within me" which was his one
ray of truth, gained we know not wher:. All thesc nccd much praycr-
forcc behind them, to wot working tho splritual momentum that alonc
can bring thcm from darknoas to light, & from tho powcr of Satan
unto God. _
April 10th.

Tuceday vwas tho labt morning beforo starting northward with
%e Grautof'f, lcaving s. Wwatling in hor placc - both of them havo
lost thcir hcarts to this land of E1 Djerid - the Arablic namo for
thc district.

¢ had a bcautiful farcwelling from the boys~ onc littlc band
aftcr onother stood in the porch 1n their long whito garments, with
dusky outstrstched hands & sunny faccs. Vho at homc will takc the
boys of Islam, with all thecir possibllitics, upon their hearts?

But this farcwclling from the Decscrt was so joyful comparcd
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with past goodbycs, when we had to loave all tho secd uncarcd for,
& with such unocrtain chances of rovisiting. God has Hies 1littlc
"hcad of thiec wator springs" sct flowing nov, rrnisc be to His Namo,
Oh pray that it may grow till it beccomes a riv.r indeed for these
sotith lands.
Tuseday April 14th. Dar laama,
) El Biar.

Alglers news has not been of any very exciting kind. I think
the best of it has becn two little marks of growing confidence -
ono a child brought to Dar sl Ain as 'inpatient' for the tending
of a wound under the French doctor, & a new baby girl born at Dur
el Fedjr, daughter of the first of the Chiras - Chira mert el
Khalifa - who was out houeemsid as a girl. bBut I have not been
able to hear much yet of detail, for I have collapsed on reaching
aAlglers, and am here, hoping to get pulled together for next week,
which brings the, Confererce, with iir Inwood for its leader & Dr
Zwemer for its Volce.

April 16th.

It was sad not to Join in the Easter Feast, The bits of nows
that f'ilter through, concerning "the brethren" are good on the
whole, especially concerning Boualem, who scems to have grown much
in manliness & fearlessncss of late., He has not as yet moved down
to Dar el Fedjr, but as he is paying his vay with the double ront
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of room and little shop on his hands, there is no immediate hurry.
Chira of Relizane shared in that Easter Feast for the first
time. Sho has had all these months elnce Christias at Dar el Fed jr,
undisturbed by. her father, and steadily wcrking away at her reading
and writing and general training for future work, so far as the
shut-in 1life of a young native woman here in Algiers will allow.

April 25th,

The Conference has come and gone, and has marked a Zresh
epocin, as we feolt it would. It was a time of gentle deep welding
together under God's touch - rather a collective dealing, so it
seemed, then an individual, and as such wilth a fuller trend.

And when we came to last night's meoting, we saw how it was
all working out to that further stretch of Hls purposes. 7The out-
look for +that meeting had been doubtful in the extreme; Dr Zwemer's
boat, that should have heen in by midday, sent a wireless message
that they could not reach Algiers till 9 p.m., and would then be
in rort only a couple of hours cr so.

l,e went down, 50 or more of us, to meet him on the quay, and
that couple of hours spent in an hotel room close by was a wonder-
ful time. First came the sketched outline of Dr ilott's Conference,
to be held here next January, and then a wider outline of all the
great forces that are making for the downfall of Islam, and telling
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that the hour for victory draws near. His jou:* »y to America had
brought one more step towards that victory in esecuring the funds
for starting the Christian College of Cairo, that is to raise
Christ's standard agoinst the Azhar. He held the printed schedule
already in kis hanc.,

Tt is all throbbing with life and movement out there in Egypt.
and utaerce 1e a sence that our

"Stiil. salt pool locked in by bars of sand"

has begun, through that nignt's meeting, *to e drawn into the great
tide beyond, by the very fact that it is rising and must rise,
The senso of fellowshlp that God Las been working in the Conference
meetings all the week through, knit iteself into a unity for shoulder
to shoulder advance toward the new horizon, %e have never knowm
before such & sense of a new thrill of inspira*ion asg "one bcdy in
Christ" out here.

It was past eleven when vo broke up, and saw Dr Zwemer dowa
to the port, The early morning trains would be taking off the
greater part of our number to theoir stations. If the 2oat had teen
even an hour or two longer on its way from New Yorlz, this collective
drawing into tho onward sweep of the tide would have been impcesible,
Thus does God work for us as we walt for Him!
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