


ALGIER! MISSIOM BAND,

Staff in 1913,

Date of arrival.

1888, I.Lilias Trotter, 1909. #Miriam Kadsen.
" . B.G.,L., Haworth, Alice MacIlroy.
1890, F.Helen Freeman. 1911. Jlars Mennell.
1905. Annie Whisler,(Absent.) " , Sara Pelissier.
1906. Sascha Perkin, * , Ida Kashe.
" . Aloxandrine Gayral. 1912, J.H. Smeeton,
1997. Mabel Grautoff, " , Joachim Pons.

Esther Regojo.
Laura Carr.
Elsie Thorpe.
Mary Freeman,
S. Soler,

o liay Ridley.
1909, F.K. Currie.
" ., Milicent Roche,
" , Alma Krebs,
" , Hery Vatling.

#Entered into rest, iar: 26th. of this year.
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Short Service Hostel.
Pleasant Hurst, Emmie VWalters, Grace Russell, Ethel
Grecnway, Kathleen Butler, Dora Van Berochem, Sybil Oavell,
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ALGIERS MISSION BalD.
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Date of opening. Algiers. Country.
1888, Headquarters. 1901. Blida.
1908, Dar Haama. 1909, Relizane.
1909, Beit Naama, 1909, Miliena,
1911, Dar El1 Fedj]r. 1912, Mascara.

At Touzer a Hission House
waiting permanent cocupation.
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Temorrow is our silver wedding day t~ Africa. On ..arch 9th
1988, wo steamed inte the bay of Alglers, .he water below shipr
mering with phespherescence, the crescent of the shcre sei with
gleaming lights, and the glerieus southern sky abeve full «f 4ts
quiet stars. iloxt morning seen fr«m thg deck. the Areb Lcwm
rose in a oreamy mass in the sunrise against the 1ea Zeep blue,
Three of us stood there, loeling at our battle-field. ncne of us
£it to pass a deotcr fer any soclety, not knowing a soul in the
place, or a sentence of arable, or a clue fer beginning w_ rk cn
untouoched ground: we only knew we hai to ccme. Truly if Gd
needed weakness, He had it! And it is just because He may win a
ray of glory out eof that faot, that I am setting down the stery
of Hie ways with us.

All unseen those ways vere taking shape by the time we
had spent eur first night in the Pension on the outskirts. Three
alsters and their mgther came in there from a villa rear by fur
their maeals, and we foregathored. One of them specially tcek us
on her heart, and year by year sinooc then a lavish gift from her
has been the backbene of the little missien fund, which has met
our growing needs witheut ever a ponny askei frem man ~ I had
almost said from Ged or man. I think it is true as far as 1 am
cencerned, that the supply has always forestalled the want, as
is the went of an earthly father whese wealth 1s boeundless. It
has been as if He knew how hard the battle would be in other
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waye, and has never let that welght press, glory t» His ncmeo!

The story ~f those early years might be summed v» in ap-
parently "knooking our headsa againat ot%i1e walls." The first
stone wall was th3 language. with nc ¢ne to advise us as te
masters <r meth-da - Tho nexc was ascos3, wlih - nae to help
us ints a single nat.ve h>use or to %telli us wvhatv to de¢ when wve
got there. Tn despair with our dumbrness wo got »ur Acebic toa-
cher to tla.usiate fur us bive of Scrivture paczaanss 1lnt: the cel-
1nqulal wr-*%e thom out as best . we couid with a cycles3tyle, and
with oge of oar few senie:nes "Caastu thea veald?’ distrisuted them
in the native gtreets and shops, a sma.l fililgadly by brandishing
a stick before us %o keep off orowling. Ia beowes. w3 had Frerach
meetings f.r our neighoours (for we hal a flat hy aow) that be-
oame bigger and rawdier until we ocould conly hold them witn help
from the poliloce. as they finally outgrew our powers, we gave them
over to a Swedish mlssl.nary and went our vays ameng natives
al-ne.

Sunday olasses frr market and shoe-black boys were eur
first venture. with infinito t- .1 over proparatiovn, resulting in
each being able to speak for about five minutes. Yet one ¢f the
beys of those earliest and feeblost days (vhg gave hls name as
"Sen of a Dog", hoping we should not understand and that he would
have the wiocked joy of seeing it ge down on tho rogister) passed
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18 months age inte the Chureh Lilitant, and thenag ints the
Chureh Triumphantg recalling as the first seed in his heart those
lessons and hymns - hymns strung together eut of our tiny voca-
bplary in blissful ignorance of any rule of Arabic versification.

Entrance cam® tc the houmsus as our tonguos got froer: 1t
was mestly wor by making friends with the childrom on tha door
steps. Throe er four men ani ladis oame out on Christ's sido and
were baptized, A poor set they were as it proved: we comforted
oursnrlves often over the faot that paper and stioke are needei to
set light to the coal whioh will be the real fire.

And with all the outward disappointments, the hardest ones
of those first years werse, I think, in ourselvea. - The testings
cn the battle~fleld where the inner life failed, the nerve strain -
of the climate, the pressure on our spirits of the Satanie foroces
with whioh all teems sut here, - the lessens whioh we theught we
knew and which we had "turned baock" again and again to de learnt
afresh., - All these were the dark background against vhich God's
meroy has shdne eut, These early years seemed taken up in the
learning of the meaning of cne word. "Grace."

Meanwhile our numbers were gradually lnoreasing, and the
horizon was widening with the sight of the villages on the moun-
taine and the great South lands beyond; and we began taking win-
ter journeys outwards, I remember the first one, - we wondered
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whether 1t was the firet sight or the last of those marvelloys
oasess for the naticnal relatiens were getting strained, and
Just before we started came the fiat that all the missionaries
were to withdraw. That filat lies still ameng my papers, amd af-
ter twenty years here we remain!

Wonderful journeys those were, with their groups of eager
men listemers, - (the wimen were too ovorwhelmed with the ouriosisy
of Arablc speaking strangers to be brought to stillness). But
each itinerati.n became more difficult than the last omn the side
of the authorities, till the final ore in 1902 ended in an order
not to set foot in th- military regions again, and boyoetting
followed us tc the m.untalns above where entrance could not be
forblilsn; the men being pr-hibliteld under pain of fine and im-
priscnment fr-m going near us; »>r taking our tooks,

Even here !n Alglers thlngs became extremely trying. ¥e had
movel some years befre into an .1d fortress-lilke native house
in the Arab town, "The House of the Turk's Son, in the Street ef
the Crescent" is ite name by interpretations a fit place in whiah
tcz "set up our banners" for Christ. Settlel work had gone on:
there from the first, amcng men, wemen and cshildren, dbut now
mestings and classes were empty, sples watohed the houso, and the
nowvspaper talk concerning us completed the paralysie of fear on
the part of the men so that none came near us. There were weeks,
I think it grew to montha, -~ together, when our Sunday morning
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meeting oonsisted of ouwr native woman servant on the enp sife of
the ocurtain that separatod tha sexem, nnd a fal ol negro
Christlian on the othcr. Tho women who had professod convorsion
vere mostly unsatinfaotory, and such as they were thsy got swopt
away with &1l thc outer ring of adherants by a sounter-movo. Ve
coull not stir out of the plass without the polioe being noti-
fied in the town to whioh our %isckets werc taken, that our doings
might be watohold andi repcrt-d. It was depressing, - and yat aome~
how we ooculd not get depressed, —~ there were star gleams through
the clouds all the tima.

One ~f tho rays rf -utward hope name threugh the jsining our
ranksa Just at the darkest timo, Gz4 blesa thom for it, ~f two
French brothers-in~law as colprrtour—evangelists, and they stcod
by ue manfully, at the risk of loss «f reputation and frionia.
They., as Fronchmen, ssuld go to the scuth lanls froem which wo woro
dpbarred. By wintor in the sruth arnd by summer on the tablelands,
they hadl in a few years scourad the whole eountry, selling sorip-
ture pcrticns, giving the c~llcquial parable tracts that we had
begun to issue end hclding neatings by the gsoore, = woerking in be-
tween whiles in the native cafms and shops ~f Algiors.

But evon so the wrmen ant chillren in the 7or places were
untcuchel, and they wers kept away ivom uUs in Alglers; so we ocould
only hcld on doggedly and dumbly for thie Liberty which was so long
delayed. Ve dlid not dare to asi: cther new-comers to join us, for
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personally avery door of servioce seemod shut, Even we »urselves
wondered whether we oould dc¢ better elsewhere along the c~.st. And
at last we sont out a prayer call to thoso &t home to hel) us, fer
we were at our wits end.

Sufdenly, ae 18 God's wont with His graat doliverunces. the
ansver came, On Easter morning the whole t wn was startled with the
nows that the Governor who had ~ppos~l us hsd rosigned: no one to
this day knows why, exocept that God's hour for frselom ia His work
had oome, Stralghtway followed the wvisit of King Edward, whioh
wrought wonders (though the natives ware Alssppoinied tha*t hs wore
a felt hat insteal of a or-wn), and that egain, hsw we olesa his
memory for it, lod on to the "Entente Cordlale”, and an entlre re-
versa) of &ll the suspiciins of the past as to our being political
sples. The solution of the questions of Horoceo and Egynt seti that
at rost for ever,., It was marvollous to ses the clouds swept bagk
till they sank below the horizon.

Meantime on the pide of Life Eternal the years had 10t been
wholly barren.

In a neighdbouring mission during the hardest bit of the eppo-
eition from the authorities the Power of the Holy Ghoet had ooms,
and the first band of lal oonverts was gathereil out,

With us, though thore was no such open vision of His blessing
God did not leave Himself without witness; and through those dark
years wo saw men and women root thelr souls in Christ, only to be
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transpanted, one after anothor, inte His Hgavenly iLingdsm above, f
It was as if Ho knew there was net onough oxygen in the spiritual
atmosphere to keep thom alive on earth, iisalizing that, wo were

glad to let them go. One needs te live in a ioslom land to know

the meaning of thoss words "He was oemforted oonoerning "him" know-
ing that he was dead." One draws a breath of relisf whan they got
safe home,

There had been ene "winter bHud" swelling evan through the
stermy days ef oeld, - our first little cut-station 1ln a town 30
miles off, at the foet ef the meuntains that bcund sur plain. In
those daye it consisted of twe roems in the baock yard of a frienily
Proteatant widew, - friendly, theugh at first she tos firmly be-
lieved us to be spies. we used to visit as beet wz coull, amid
much suspioion, rejgioins when we oould oreop into the sheiter of
these two rooms ageln., Yet even se the doors had cpened %ill cur
tally of villages areund new meunted t¢ seventy or eighty, eanh of
them meaning socores of wemen and girls red rcbod in the hill srun-
try dress, ready to welcome us any day, watohing in valn for our
return when we delayed, for hitherto we had only been down in cou-
ples for a few weeks togothep,

How in the cpring time of liberty all could go f:rward, and
the French pastor whe had baoked us through the cark deys fosurd us
a field just cutsido the town, with a octtage locking nut =n the wiée
parish of wvhite roofed housaos belew and 1little grcupe of hamlets
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above, Of this we wers able to take posspession, the purchase mcney
coming as God's gift, and there work grew apaoce.

Ancthor bud that had begun to shew signs of life was ths
subjeot of oclloquial translation. All we had had till néw for a |
nativo Bibl-, wae th» splenédid literary one, far abzve th» heals
of the bulk of the pecpls; eked sut with such soraps of celle-
‘quial as wo ha?l put tcogether for ourselves.

How came the last days of the Swedish missl-nary whe had
taken over our hall, - a socholar whe had chceen to live and die un-
knevn for the sake of the arabs. His 1ife work had been a trans-
latien of the llew Tostament inte algerilan Arablo; his standard
being that it should be simple enough for the mothers to read to
their children. Crippled with arthritis, and nearly fainting ~ver
his labour through pain and weakness, he had wrestled through till
he wrote the final "Come Lord Jesus" with fingers that could hard-
ly oreep over the paper. Two days after he was unable to sign his
name, and a week or two later he had gone to receive his "well
done" . He had géven the ilupetus: and soon a Gespel of St. Luke was
being prepared by a fellew miscvienary in streng idismatic colle-
gquial, :
But here our stories begin to overlap. One ef the next bits
of expansien, when we were olear of eur winter sterms, was the
sudden ooming into the hande of one of the earliest workers cf a
house just outside the town., - She waa looking for a cottage whems



we could go for reet when alglers dayes wero tono hot and heavy, but
nothing was to be found. - Then ocame the chance, almcst ungought,
and for a sum little greater thmn her cottage would have been, of
a great rambling ~1d native house, in u shady garden, orownling a
hillselde cf vineyard and firwood and wild olive. The very week the
workmen wor~ out of 1t we hal our firet Conference there, with
missionaries fr m east and wsst, and then a revlsion Committee for
oolloquial versi-ns, af*“erwards te be lith graphod in theii own beau
tiful soript, we were asked if we would guarantee that seven thou-
sand of 5t. Luke should bo s~ld in filve years, and we glad.y rssente
They were sold in two, and the St. John tha*t haa followsd ha: gone &
double that rate. at laat there is a chanoe for the _aic, with the
living seed given in a form in whioh it ocan be recelved aad 131d.
Sinoce those days "The House of Grace®, for such is .ts name Dy in-
terpretation, has beoome the contre for our Ralllos, & Loute of rest
for tired daye, the starting point for village work alcng the pla-
teau, and a training place for the "missicn helper" staff *hat io
growing up around us.

For now that the block «f politiocal oppositiin had vanished,
God began at onoce tc prepare sur way of advanoe by bringing in
fresh recruits, many of them honorary or suppcrted outside our iranks
Two of the latter are the outoome of the Ameriocan S.S. Delegation to
Rome; 1in 1007; whioch touched ~-n our shcres, and lesued further in
starting the work of an organized Church in the land.
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The year 1909 brought us several, Danish and kEnglish; with the
fresh labsurers came the new fielde fer pleughing. That same year.
seelng that re-inforoements were eeming at headquarters, another
of our earllest workers felt the eall to push on outside. Thore was
a vhole previnoe to the west unreaohed, statiens of anothor mission
having been closed down muny years befere threugh want of workers.
and political difficulties,

Suaeplocion still lingered around and all the new steps had to
be takon slewly and oarefully in the new statien, "The Hill of Fliles"
8o the name of the town means. But before a xear was out, twe souls,
a well eduocated arad and his vife, had been "added to the Lord" there
The man lived leng eneugh to bsar a good witness te Christ, thrugh
consumptien was on him from the outset, He would gather his friends
round on market days to read and talk to them, even when he ceuld
soarooly speak for coughing. Hls baptism had just boen arranged for
vhen he suddenly passed away. iiis widow was baptized at her earnest
desire shortly aftor and is new training for the post of Blble-
WOlnan o

The next new meve was the opening of anether meuntain station
halfway between this last and algiers, whero a pair of "out-posters"
have fought on against muoh aloofness and hardness. It has broken
now in such an avalanche of visitors morning, noon and night that
they oan hardly keep pace with the calls on time and strength.

Jut beyend"fThe Hill of Fliee" came the next advance. From
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one of God's far back beginninges grew the unfolding to its worker
of the poasibility of buying a tract of land, - lignum vitae forest,
corn fields, and a river bed full of oleanders, which had wonderful
facilitles, glven the¢ needful 1lrrigation, for orange growing. liith
some heart quavers at the responsibillitles involved, yet with the
senas of "Deus vult" that carries heart quavers before it, the wor-
ker 1ade the plunge, with the aim of its becoming an industrial farm
of the future where enquirers and converts could find a living. All
is epeedily preparing for its start, and the nearest market town 1a
now in 1its early stage as another new centre of :iork.

In the meantime there had been a strengthening of our stalkes
in Alglers, again through another of God's unlooked for gifts. One
day we saw posted opposite our door the pink advertisement of a small
Arab house for sale in the titick of the slums. A strange lmpulse came
to go and look at it, and i'inally it was bought by the head of "The
House of Grace" as a link between the people below and those in
training. Their last year of preparation for the fight 1s now passed
in tMssium post, "The Room of Grace", in the very heart of the need.

"Houses and lande" they were falllng to us one after another, &
we gave God thanks: but a great longing awoke with the remembrance of
the rest of the pronise that was being so abundantly fulfilled. Could
not He who was giving us such lavish "hundredfold" over its first
clause and its last, grant us the same over the promised brethren &
gisters and mothera that lay between!
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another recoll of the wave hid to come firamt. Typhus broke sut
in Algiere and laid low one of our wvorkers and balked much of budding
vork by the rieks in iringing together children from infected lLiouses.
Other louses frowm our ranks by health breakdown or transaference to
other miusions took frow us one after another of owr bte:t equipnod
helpers till the poor thin fighting line was strained to its very ut-
most. "where will the next blow #all" was all we could esk for nearly
two years. and the heuavliest blows were those that foll not on ua, but
on e little band of conserts und engulirers who had begun to gathor
again. The attacle of the powers of darknesg on them were momé subtle’
now, nd jore terrible. as one and unother mads an avowal of thelr
new found faith we saw dulness and misery gather over them and they
would stay uloof from us for :;ionths. we grew to know the symptoms
sadly well, - they had fallen under tlhie brain drugs by which half the
intrigues thet are i-ife among the natives are carried on, - drugs
that can be given unnoticed in f'ood or drink, and produce a peralysis_
of mird and will_ which Tays theii"opan to hypnotism as the. means of
ocoercing them back into the old pathe, Long were the prayer fights to
kesp hLold for God aiainst this eatanic counter-pull, and even when
1ight orept back to the viectima it was dinred and pule. These triumphs
of the enemy were the saddest of that time of the "north wind" which
broxe vo many boughs where we thought buds were growing.

st last the .ind tregan to veer again to ithe south with another
treath of spring; I think its first olgn was yet one more gift on the
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cld line of houses and lands. The hour gtruck in a way past doubt for
taking yet another old moorish dwelling in Algiers, - this time for a
“Short bervice™ hostel, with the conviction that there must be many
educated girls who can come on a self-supporting basis for a term of
service, in all the countless ways in which euch can be rendered with
small knowledge of language, if hands and hearts are ready. God's
seal was on every step of it and in the native guest room of that
hostel, the brothers and sisters for whom we had looked began iast
winter to be born into the uningdom.

Their forerunner was we think, the last of the former race vho
were only born into it to be transplanted into the heavenly colli. lLie
was the boy spoken of as belonging to that Sunday class of our car-
liest days. lie found him far gone in consumption and he came tc thc
"Good Shepherd" who haud followed him so long, with a brightness ard
clearness that was something new to see among the Arabs, though ha-
byle converts had shewn it before. His sister and her husband and ae-
veral of the family were those whose souls were quickened 1in a sudden
breath of the Spirit that swept d&own on that guest room where thsy
were staying. They were followed by the whole hearted yielding to
Christ of another of the boy leaders of later years. In hié train are
others of the lads of the past, young married men now, who aro faosel-
ing the pull of the heavenly "attrait", foremost among them a mats of
his who had besen dragged back by him into Islam when he had his call
to Chriet long ago, and is now fulfilling the hopes that seemed shill-
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ed to death then.

Last surmer was a hard t'ighting time with many a blow and coun-
ter blow over the new-born souls here and in "The H1ll of Flies". i.e
need yot to learn how to stand in the battle over them as they win
their way inoh by inch against the power of darknese and yet we feel
that all 18 on a new level: more than one of them has received the
Holy Ghost in a way unknown among the faltering and falling converts
of past years and their spiritual undersetanding 1s awake. Two of
them this silver wedding week have confessed Christ in baptism, -
with three unexpected days betwoen, in which number two was thruet
into the Cadi's prison by his elder brother, to keep him out of
harm's way! He returned straight to us when let out, and was bap-
tized that evening.

"Thus hath God finished all things" was the exclamation of the
first as he ocame 1in, hastily summoned to the service, and saw the
other sitting there in his baptismal white,.

He was right and he was wrong. God's endings are always fresh
beginnings and He has kept our silver wedding to the land with the
beat gift He could bestow, - a ndw little stresak of silver dawn.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost,
as it was 1n the beginning, is now and ever shall be, vorld without
end, Amen.

I. Lilias Trotter.
alglers. 1915,



