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Jan. 3rd.
New Year's Day found us trgether at "Dar Naama" - twenty
five of us Lave spent this week together there. "Three times
in a year" gsews t~ Lo the thought that is crystallizing now
f'or gathering together, with the spring conference and autumn
Rolly end this wintor nousc party. Ia betweecn whiles the
month .y »praver liste and cuarterly Couffa do much to hold the
linkings of thought and prayer caut.
Jan. 4th.
Thhe battle begarn again to-day, as soon es the Tirst in-
stalment of us gettled in afresh in town, by finding that a
list of petty pilferings had been going on among tile house-
childre:n. It seems a nearly ho»peless thing with natives to
try to run these mattsrs to eartn - they are deft and deep
past beliel, and voluntary confession ic far weyond their
horizon. It is imwoseible but for "the coming of the Holy
Ghost™
Jan. 6th,
The first event of the rear is the arrival this evening
of Chira from iostagenem. %" went to grt-her out of the train,
a swathed, high-praked bundle, accompanied by her father, ma-
jecstic looking in his native officer's uniform. She was gor-
geous when we unrolicd her mufflings - ana emerged like a
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great flowoer out of its sheath, meking a patch of gleaming
Jewel-1like colour wherever she goes.
" Jan. 9th,
Ano“ther answer to prayer hag como in the chape of Aissa
the youngs: and his wife and mother lTeing sudien’ , installed
again-on 2 visit at "Dar el I'ecjr". He and his wife have ne-
ver yot fulfilled the promise of their tirst lays of the new
life; we bellieve it will come: they have not pot their "second
wind" yet.
Jan. 10th.
lne [telizane Chire is a dear simple soul, .and withal far
more grown up in a mental sense than the childish women here.
She has simply a thirst for reading leseons, and collects 4
or 5 a day from differcnt teachers bvesides the systematic
hearing of the Gospels, hymn learning, and everything else
sh> van catch hold of even from the children. "That will
do for my wcmen in Mostaganem” 1s the echo that rings threugh
all. The only thing we have folt a d-mur abcut is the amount
of her jewellery - heavy native ping and chains of silver gilt,
rows of colins and massive oear-rings thickly se: with seed
pearls all & glimmer ard e shimme:r. Of coursge *theyv are heir-
lormsrand rarried about for safety; only Tor a Bible woman of
the future .t does not loox cuite suitable. 4 vord abcut this
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and off they came one after another, all but the ear-rings, which
were too securecly smbedded 1in her ears. Tihese were muffled round
in the white embroidecisd scexf thal dropes tne pointed cap of
blocod-red silk. ~ ~ ue wich our other native helper were as
satisfactory, we feel more and more dJdisappointed over him.
From the firet there has osen nc touch with dur men, thouigh
they welcom=d him warmiy. He has a lititle coterie of his ocwn
of sclitary ucorz. and 1f we could tut feel that his spicili-
tual 1life wes strong we cculd trust Lim %o work on nis cwn
lines with them, even though the drinking of tea with much mint
and sugar seems to play the principal part in it. Only alas
thers is so liiltle response thai there ¢ reason to fear that
not much is bheing dore, snd 1t ocecomes 2 grave question whether,
if he is not helping us, and we can so “ittle foliow and super-
intend him apart fros us. we oughw to kzep him: It is a grie-
vous disappointment: e nad hoped for such re-inforcing through
him.
Jan. 17th.

The boys' classes have gone down this winter into the
very dust of death: a good rlace from which to begin again!
¢ have let them lie there until such time as Pcns should re-
turn from his bit of training in Tangier. - The first move
came last week in the shepe of salaams from Lioualem ben Ahmed
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(Fatira's boy) saying he wae sorry he could not come now on
Sunday mornings as he nes gone to work. It appeared that he
could copae by the middle of the afternoon, so I asked him to
do so and to bring any good friend with him "I have but one
Zood firiend® wes his answor. 50 lagt Sunday we began again
with him and tho one good friend, a twin pelr of seed leaves
agaln; and threc 1little imps, small and good, have likewiso re-
appeared, just ac Yono returne, to atart again the clace for
‘Thureday boys. O the pitiful swallnoss of it! - Wo have just
got through wur Smecton the statistics of child life in the land,
and iind that betwecn the agos of £ and 14 it stands at 649¢s8’
tor tic boys and 512735 for tho girls. So it is timo that 1life
should risc again from the dead.
Jan. 23rd.

Tho fight has taken on a frosh phase. wo have noticed for
the last weck or so a darkness and heaviness 1n the face of
Boualem the elder that aluays tells of coniflict. Ho 18 of a sl-
lent long-sufioring nature, :nd does not readilily spcak out his
troubles. Ycoterday it camc out - some was his own fault and
gorie wags not. ithe fault - more foolishnecs than fault - was
that ne had theught that ho must nonour Caristmas by better
clothes, so discarding the French working man's costume that
ire has to wear at nis barrcl factory, he had appecared 1n a
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proper oostume for an Arad "son of the people", full trousers
and embroidered walstooat of smoke-grey cloth. This it now
seoms had becn partly borrowed, partly bought from Aisea tho el-
der, who had now bogun to dun for it; and othor small dobts in-
currcd during theso last months of illhealth had added to the
burden. "But why«<do you not work at the leather work which we
haveo given you?" "My hands are Seld with trouble" (idiom for
discouragoment) "I begin to work bud my heart is too heavy to
go on." We propcunded a possiblo plen, but before it could be
carried out Almsa had stepped in and offered to sweep off all
hie debts at a stroxe, and to give him the keeping of a shop
that he had just opcned flor old furniture, We told him there
was no harm in the work but to beware of any plot involved in
it, for which the price of compromisce would be asked.

Jen. 24th.

Another faith test has come for them all., By 7.30 this
morning Rabbah was sitting in our Moesgue, hils head bowed on
his hande and his shoulders heaving with sobs. His oleven
months o0ld boy, Bashir, hoir of all the family, (for Aissa &
Bdualem are ochildless,) had diod in the night - such a terrible
blow to their six weols' old faith. His little wife was so
sweet when wo went td see her, Thore was no wailing or tear-
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ing her face, shc just put down her hosd on E. Thorpe's
shoulder and said "He was 80 beautiful that God wanted him: he
was not like any othoer child and he did not die like other chil-
dren, ho did not struggle: it was just the breaking of a little
Bllk tmread when God lifted him from my side."
Fcb. 3rd.

And now the storm centre herc has veored round the children.
All the winter weo have had trouble with bad language - irrepres-
eibly bad - brecaking out at eveory point: and now more small thiev-
ings seem to lie at the door of thet Kabyle family so long prayed
for. It may bc that the guilt of having connived at it is the
cause of the darkness over Bent Fata's spirit. She is a prob-
lem: just at the most difficult age now, proud, dominant, cle-
ver. We arc bound to fight through with her for her mother's
sake as woll as her own - yet she is throwing a Upas shadow
meantime on the little child eouls around.

Fob. 6th,

Tne crux has come in two direcctions. Boualcm has come to
the end of his tether with Alssa, as the latter was voery angry
with his shutting the shop and coming to us on Sunday. So he has’
glven him a week's notige and will be clear of him, which 1s a
great relief. The other crisis has been more painful; such a
spirit of inesubordinetion among the house children that we have
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had to disband them pro tem and transter the girgaff children
to "Dar el Fedjr". Thie seomed the only way to break thec spell
of Eent Fata's masterfulnoss.

The house seems so silent and sad without the patter and
the chatter of our row of smalil housemaids. They ore roplaced
by Ruquia, who being old and deaf is outeide Bent Fata's sphere
of influencse.

It may te that out of this shadow of death over the girla'
work mray dawn the day for the boys. If the zirls get a frosh,
pure stert in "Dar el Fedjr" and the coast is clear here for
their brothers, it will be worth the upheaval. Wc cannot have then
round the house door togethcr s must tc when both have the en-
treo.

Feb. 10th.

Darkor shadows still are gathering over the house¢-children.
When the moncy box wac to te opened yesterday to put in the Sun-
day collection, the key &t tirst would not work, them broko looge
lock and all, and four gold pieces proved to have disappeared
frow under its tray. we¢ can only trace 1t back to last Friday
when Fateema and her family camc to spend the day on the roof
with bont Fata and Nolha. It must havo been carried out with
8kill and cunning, for the box was locked up in one drawer and
the key hidden in another.



arrange for it in our own, in thie old mosque of 2ue du Croig-
gant,
" Omar was gpokesnan this time ~ "Our hiouse 1s the best. -

then it will always be in remembrance - all owr remembrancos are
there" - and one could ses that his mind went back to the days
of boyish pranke on maglc lantern nighte, and to the evening when
by the covered well hecad, he threw hiwmself at the Saviour's foet.

Complications again - Tor cw baptistery would need altering
by a maeon - 1t takes a huge supply of water to £1ll it; whether
by our muoh needed clestern water or in copper cruches brought by
the Biskri. And how to carry all this through unnoticed, with
Den aAissa and other weathercock spirits haunting the house con-
tinually, we did not sce, more espocially as the head Hufti of
Algiers had just taken the house next doo» - and to take such a
step under n1is very eres seems almost Lo court trouble, And yet
there is a sonse that the "(Co forward" lies this way, and it has
been sealed by the spontareous visit of a Christian mason, a
Spaniard, asking for work, and understanding Just the alterations
neaedod to hring the baptistery into right dimensions.

- ' Feb,. 21st.

The liouloud Feast is on these days - alas the Ali Medfa
family are in it - all btut Boualsm, who has ssvered clean, thank
God, with it ®mll, and spent his whole days on into ths evening
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in the shelt.r of "Dar el Fedjr".
¥eb, 23rd,

A suddon Joy has sprung up to-day - sudden as an equatcrial
gunrlise, as sascha says. Amar ben el Hadj listened at ‘this mor-
ning's mecting with a great response in his face: when it was
over e said "I want to know what the death of Christ means:
why had Ee to die?" e sat straight down at the maida with our
Hikles, and one passage after another slione up, even to our own
gouls, in, the living light that tells that the Holy Ghost is
tiiere.s "O I did well to come this morning" he said - and again
and again "I ses - 1 see - I seo - how was it I did not sece be-
fore!" I: the evening he was tack "iy heart is like a feast" he
gaid - "I laugh for oy, tell me everything about the new life.
I krow I must not smoke or drink, tell me the other things" -
we bogan with iat,., 5, but smoklng seemed to be the uppermost
point. "It may be a battle, but God is strong” he said - "I know
He 1s strong - I have seen it to-day; ¥ He hae swept all the
darkness out of my heart ~ out - out - it is a little thing to
take the wish {or tobacco out of my body.".

Jur hearte are singing for joy: it ie such a2 sudden blos-
soming out o tihat logg eleeping winter bud.

I'eb, 28th.

Ihiz week has becn a bit like the days of long ago, in tho
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sans that has had to be taken over the prsparation of the baptis-
tery, in guarding off irguisitive eyecs, specially the very charp
oneg off Ben alssza. - Fortunately he is in a suoversive state, which
makes o good roason ror not letting him in. And the abscence of the
house-chiildren, who would inevitably have got wind of it, is a-
nothor of the anieldings.
Har. 4th,

1t hae been a dey. A11 of outward preparation went beautiful-
ly, and the mosuue looked a picturoe in its frosh whitewash, with
banks of whitec heztn ard crimson ancimonics I'rom the Alglers woods
% Relizueno Tields, in tho rececses, and a olisaf of arums from "Dar
Naama" oy the Koran stand that eerves as leéctern. -~ All was ready,
and those we hed agksd to join ue heginning to come, but no Boua-
lom and ne Cmar. Tho Zatter wo know might be delayed by his trem
work: our hearte niosgave g over thoe former - j'or Alisse had been
atfter him sirnce the morning over somc mreterious charge concorning
thie shop that he is keoeping for him - - - time went on, and all
were there except the two. and then a prayer battle began which
would take no denial: we told God that we could not and would not
nave defeat, although it stered us 1n thie Face as the time wore
on. It was such a wreetling as nons of ue will ever forget.

Then came a knoclk, but =il that came in was a bewildored look-
ing shrimp of a %oy, littlo Allal. "They heve gent me teo toll you
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Foualem cannot core: they say ke is in zrison.” - I left thom
praying with praise koglualng, snd went off to All Medfa to veri-
fy. They could tell no rovre tha This rumour - ¥ithin 5 minutes
came 4 MCB:enger arter me: "Omar is therc" - and there ho was,
quite calm in his sangfroida - an houvr or two out of reckoning for
time is nothing to a rative, he had becn dotained at his work,
that was all! - and so the service went on, and as ho came up out
of the water, admittec¢ into the ranks of Christ's Church #Militant,
came vwith = bqrot oi triumph ons of our new doxologles, to the
tune of "Fight the good fight" - It wae a moment worth battling
for!
Mar. Sth.

To-day vas wueonie's wedding - all a:z brright and loving as
it could be. Lo were proud orf the achievements of "Short-Service”
the whole c¢f the cntertainmcnt at "Dar 21l Fedjr" was thelir handi-
work, vp to a faultlecs weddingcake - though the week before inad
seen them whitewashing the mosJduo and fasnlonlng the baptismal
garﬂontsl

The prettiest part was one cf uhe recesges curtained off
crowded with our special contingent of native women ard children,
in every colour of the rainbow, and when queenie went off a burst
of their weduiing cry echooed arter her.

Tho one shedow was lLhe mysterilous disapncarance of Loualen
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His poople have still no clue. Our dread was drugging, with its
deadly ontail of mental and spiritual darkness. - o have often
warned him of thls dengor, always answered by a fearless "An Wah"!

Oh the Joy of it this eveoning - he is safc in tho Cadi's pri-
son, on a trumpod up charge that he owes Aissa for tho shop and
its contents, concooted evidontly as a means of catching him and
keeping him out of harm's way.

¥ar. 7th,

God is very wonderful!

Wo ocame to chore from seecing off the Summers and my niece
Gunda -~ thore stood Blsie - "Boualew is sltting in the kitchen
reading 3t. John!" He had walked quietly in half an hour beforo,
and whon he hoard he could still be btaptizcd though Mr Summers
was gone, hé threw up his hands for joy. We scnt for M. Cuendot's
help, and by 6 p.m. all wao ready, Eelaid, Mustapha and Omar sum-
monod without tclling why - When the lattor camo in and caw his
comrade sitting therc in hls baptismal whitc he exclaimed sotto
voce "Thus hath God finished all things." Bouvalem was radiant, &
again tho "Fight tho good fight" doxology rang out as he ceme up
out of the water, plcdged to that 1life in death and death in lifc
fer svormorn, -

Chira looked him up and down whcen he got bhack: "Hast thou
been baptizcd®" she asked: "Yes" answered Boualem, and trcke, from

13






Mar., 23rd.
Liiese woeks havo secon . ups and downs - Louelem ie hiding at

orne iime, and a good bhit "hadd¥r doun" in spirit acw and theon -

but o lull has come again, and the f1rat communion gervice for se-
voral voears wag held to-dey in ovr mosque, with all it mcans of joy
cver the tiny row of notvive bretvhrun sitting in our midst. M. Cuen-
det brought Iiis Zaid with him - ao the first Truits of the threco
races, habyle, Arab, Negro, wore 2ide by 8ido....ciisceececcsoceens
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Another of tho'side*orystdllizabione of little "Church -of the
firstborn" among us is the imssuing, €8r Eastor Day, from "Dar Naama"
of a tiny prayer boek, containing the "Lord's Prayer, the Creed, ths
10 commendments, the Te Ddum, and a few other of the Canticles.

Wo feel that with the limitations of the linkings with the saints of
the present, the linking wlth those of past ageo grows in itse value
for these ex-Moslems, to whom brotherhood means so much,

Mar. 26th.

I have been longlng for come further touch with the small toys
who are beginning to gather back on Sundays and Thursdays - it Thas..
come with a flash - Kite~f'lying - The season for that begins with
the Maroh winde, and yesterday the court was full of tissue-papor
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and laths and eager hoads and hands. - To-day came the climax of
going to fly them at "Dar Naama", ending with the band having a_ caf
fee party on their very best behaviour in the Orange Court.

. . Mar. 2gth.
Algsa is again dunning Boualem pseudo debt on tho shop and

its contonts, bringing back thc darkened look on the latter's
face ~ tho only alternative seems that he should go benkrupt and

let it be scized. -~ He atruck at that "I could not bear the shame
of having the bell rung and hearing it called down the street that
1 am bankrupt"......... Soon after as we passed down the street we

saw him reading his belowed St. John at his shop door wilth a group
of two or three Bitting round him, and knew that grace had conquer-
ed, even before he told us in the evening that he had come to the
oonclusion that tho apostles had had to bear worse shame than that!

April 2nd.
Amar has been cominp from time to time with conmrades from the
tram staff, in varioue stages of w1llln5neas to listen - in his
sagerness over them he polee them too hard, spiritually, and
makes them writhe. -~ W are not altogether satisfied about him,
hie spiritual insbtinets are strong and gquicic, but there is a faci-
lity in expressing them that is almost too glib: we fear whether
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the roots go desp.
Apr. 3rd.

Omar hag thrown up his tram work and is wanting te get taken
orn &t the post office and is getting a bit orestfallon in finding
thet wori: is eagier lest tlhian found. I asked him te-dey . if ho would
like to try a month's colpcrtage while waiting - his face lighted
with a great gleam - bhut 10 seaid "Hot vet, I must bo here when the
summon:e comcs. cut whon I can gect leave later on, Pons & I could go
togethier.” It would be gocd if it ocan be, they would make a pair lilke
M. Villon erd M. Olives of old - Sails and ballast - and oh the need
of thoso far ol placos, and tho stacks of books and papersc that
cannot be got to the goil where they could he seed! Meantime he and
Boualem have begun giving good help with the small boys.

Apr. 8th.

5. Perlktin and A. McIlroy have been down for a week at Dollys,
a seaport town on the horderland bectwoon Arab and Kabyle tribes. -
It standes for a battle-post to us in tho past: for the first visit
there wae in the testh of the mdst rviolent time of opposition: Now
all is wide open - 12 to 1@ visits a day is thoir average, and me-
morics of those carly daye linger through the nine years between. -
Dellys vomen are a specialdiy fine independent race, and we know a
good many coff then in sdgiers - nessagee from these were halled with
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Scrcams of joy.

Tho further onward movs for which we have hoped all the winter,
81111l hangs firo, for everyone out east has advised postponement for
the opening of poor Touzer, on account of the war clouds around, that
would makc a new opening "mal vue" on the part of the authorities -
S0 wo can only stand and wait.

Bou Hanefia, Apr. 14th.

Heore for a few days, hoping to get on to Masoara, but in-
fluenza has stoppcd that off, and limited me to creebing to the edge
of the roscevoir & bhack.

That resevoir is the crux at present - springs have been found
as they dug, hut only to subside again - they are "kittle cattlse"
as Holen exprosses it - ‘$here is such a curious sensitiveness about
them, which has its counterpart in the other world - And meantinme
tho 13 heotares of baby orange trees begin to look wan and weary &
so wO feel it must be the Bilida well story again, and that t= God
of tho fountaine and depths must come to our help, for the slow
oozlirng in the black mud does not go far when hundreds of cubic me-
tres are needed. t0o bring success.

fHeantimc Maseara, the native market town above, has been defi-
nitoly onened by thc Spanish evangelist Salor that F.H.F. engagsd
last winter, and & eouple of rooms are taken to which she can go or
gend frorm time to time for the women's worlk. - Chira is back at
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Moste.ganem and has somowhat to go through ‘about having come to us
Ln1ﬁhg¢erg, It ie reported to be bocauso sho hed caten a dog!

another of tho liuvtle onward stevs has been in the villages
faup& Algiersa which are being worked regularly onco a weck from El
Bfar ' ..... B0 tough they used to be: the £tolid listening is giving
way now to a eplrit of guestioaing and thirstinece to hear.

Apr, 18th.

In Alger Hanifa has had, last week, tho gift of a long limbed,
black heired taby boy, over whom shoe =nd Hamdan have smoked the pi-
ue of veaco. Hamdan is extremelv nroud of his son - "You must hold
him up and shake him and s8eé how clever he looks" - exemplifying
iz prooess! It is in anewdr to prayer tley all feol, “hat child &
mother are living, for a fortnight ago she gsoned at death's door
wilth inflammation of the lungs.

'Poor Hamdar,, his spirituality is still, as 5. Perkin expresses
it, in a watertight compartment, and has not much to do with his dail-
ly life - and yet it is there in a queor way: 1o makos remarks now
and then that show a real underastanding. For instencc tho other day
he was talking about Moslem teaching and he said "They teoll ycu what
to do but not how to do it - Hamido, therc, knows how to walk, but if
you told him to walk down to a certain point in the port he would not
know the way." :
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His brother-ir-law, Aissa the youngsr, is nuvch nore real - he
is 111 just now, wnich gives tlie chance of reaching him. He said
ore of these days over a picture of the crucifixion "I think we
are sitanding far orf like those - I have heen afraid of men, but
Cod has sent his illnoese that I way ccme nearer and then I shall
be beptined." Tiie is a lovely nov streax of light on the horizon.

Apr., 22nd.

“he liiliara werk has been In troublsd waters this wintor, for
its wicerkers lhawo Moih beern ill in & strange way with a poisoned
hand each, ald hato Lad to spend weeks ir Alglers for treatmeant. -
Now trey have got vacx into ful. swing at last again - I, Watling
writes: _

"Trere are about 40 ;;irls and o.e or two young women coming to us

atout shebila (fre nuti~ e lace work wiich takxes the place there of
the CGargal embreidery of otrer places) This ssame to be the great

link row.

Our Taleb wont come and read with us, ne daront be seen cor-
ing in. I supro=e 1t would smil his business as writer of charmrs.
The old tbig tove ars called off, wut we've a fine nuuber of new
littie ones.

All the habl

% jolr in a eimple prayer now, waich is a big ad-
vance from uie 1Li:

e
e taer direw taeir hailis aorocs their mouths when

15}
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wve began to spesk - Ye've some quaint ones .,. The mothers are so
+0vely over tne new babies - tho standing joke is to show ug & very
eitell coreature in swaddling bands and say "Here is a new pupil for
you, she's coming® - Thoy nover find it a stale ono. It is strange,
tlic etrong undeorcurrent against us in many waye and yet so many com-
ing to thoe classes etc."
Apr. S7th.

fresh moves and counter-moves go on all the time game ©te” ween
sigga and PBorvalom - The former will now carry coff Chira and lock
ne door, tolllng liis brothor ho may cowme for the key if he wantz
it. Then he will taunt 1iim for his poverty and his shabby clothes -
then o will cowe and land down on him as an uninvited guest - and
sc on; all the time, threatening Liim for not hwaving yet succeeded
in paving off his debt on the chop. his laest act has becn to bring
a Talok zho read the burial service over him! That ought logically
spcaking to be the end!

iisantime poor aissa is Peginning to £ind that God's Hand ie
against him in hi# resistance and Yamina his wife, hitherto the
plcture of health and success, 1o talken with epileptic fits. It may-
Lo that this will prove the beginning of thie Lrealing to them toth.

Ey
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tay Zrd.
vur chief "thort Service" work this sprins, afterythe anhoul -
dering of the girgaff classes, has been helping in the wnreparation
for the Zurich delegatce, who are coning at irtevvals these woelis.
Charte, maps, photograpiis ~ anything that can stamp facte ¢n cyes
ag well as ears in the fow hours they will be liere,

Anothor of the spring's bLusinesses has heen the putting down
the cutline Cironicle of thc «©5 years behind us, with ite wonder-
ful story of God's providings and expandings.

It all brings up tre .(usstion, yet moro urgently witi this
year's developmonts, zs to the future and whkat it skould kold. Ve
can only say that God has not yet shown., bBut as we look at the
lovely details of iis thoughts for the past, it cannot be that he
wi1ll leave tlie sequence of the whole uni:eeded ... rather it is jus*
like keeping on the look-out to scec how ti.e last chapter will solve
all the story - iow tie last chord will f'2ll back into the kcynote
witih 1ts gense of rest, in ihat - "Blosscod are all they that wait
for dim,"

say lZth,

#iliana again: ... watling writes: "Just a wee bud has put
fortk up kere, to opon fully, we trust, in that other Garden. the
is tie daughter of that consumptive men, sent Liowe by hor hushand at
18 to die. 1t seemed too late, for shoe would make no sign; we



toula only sit and sing with ber little sistors who have been coming
for two years. Wo just prayed on at home, and told the children at
korie every day what to say to her: and one day wien her mother was
not looking she gave us the loveliest smile of compreliension.
Two days after I went in to e met with a perfectly dazzling smilc -
that otner-eertihly kind. - We felt eure something had happencd, fer
it could only ocome from a sense of Iiis Presence, she was suffering
so, festerday we found out she has been continually praying to our
Lord. - Thne Moslem rites will all go on, ske is unconscious now, but
we feel sure she is "in"

May 23rd,

Amar ben el lHadj is &g source of anxiety - Is ke only a bit of
stony ground in the quick springing up and qulcok fading? I 4o not
think it can be eBo, for God's preparing kas gone on so long, and the
following fect of tie CGood Shepherd have sought him so patiently. -
ile has slackened off #since his babyls birth, and we have lad reason
to feoar over lils veracity more then once - his facile rnature and rasad
tongue expose him to temptation that way.

May 30th.

Ihe American shipes kave been coming and gcing with such a rush
for time tmat i1t does not look as if much had come of teeir vicita.
Instoad of that Cod is we feel concentrating Ilis answer to our pra-
yors over them, on thke 3 delegates who have core to stay witih us on
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treir way. Une of thcem has been our correspondent for years as Sec.
of tke rtand that helps us in the Statos. - another is in touch with
the 15.000 "State Conventions™ of the S. School in America. - She
has told already, two hundred times (!) tho story of the Romanic's
visit here six ycars ago, and is ecagerly grasping the whole out-look
now. - 50 it may well be that here liesg the linking, in essence,
that we thought to have found through the passing ships. - And on
her side she is showing us all the newest Child-study HMethods and
developments in a way that is truly delightful.

- June lst.

Out of the long decath-waiting of the boy's work, dear green shoote
are bresaking - real love links art torging between them and E. Thorpe,
vho has definitely undcrtalzen them now. -~ She can hardly walk down
the street now without her basket heing seized and carried for her,
or a small soiled hand slipped into hers in a confiding way. The
last point of contact has been in mending their clothcs -~ a 20th Cen-
tury form of washing tho saints feet!

it makee onc feel all the more the prescure of the untouched
oy problem of the land - literature for them is a point that is
corning to xindle with that sense of bnrning that tells of God's be-
ing in it. '

Two or three side trends, point the same way - Mrs Walker's keen-
nesg to bring the matter forward in America - Letters from Mr Summers

24



and «r Smith emphasizing the need of more broadcast literature
for distribution here - and finally an invitation from Cairo to go
the Literature Committee there in liovember - all looks together
as if God's hour were going to strike -
June ord.

Uff with our three american friende to Relizane - the land
looked absolutely glorious as we came through it, with its golden
corn and huge clusters of indigo globe thistles, and rosy  olean-
der bushes, with the hills behind at hide and seek in a misty
cloudland. '

Down for the night dropped Chira bent i sukhtar and shared
the "teachers study class" of nine people of 5 different natio-
nalities!. .

She is very happy over her first really hopeful woman at ..0os-
taganem, a widow in the prime of life with two little daughters.
"at first she would say "Yees, yos" to everything - then when she
understood more, she would say "yes" ‘to me -~ but it was a diffe-
rent kind of "yes" - and "llo, it is not true" to the neighbours.
How she is coming on and has given up the Ziaras & the larabouts
and she is coming to me in Ramadan that we may eat together.”

June 7th,
- The morning group of emall boys keeps on its visitation.
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The list of their offerings this week has been: half a bit of
chocolate cream, 9 brazil nuts, £ carnations (one quite dead) &
a "sou". No gifts could be more precious when one realizes that
this gf house stands for all they have or know of the love of the
Father of their spirits. he will count the bits of treasures as
"Unto uim",

The other morning there were 5 little sarnest faces looking
at pictures and hearing the “tory of the Cross. One of them was
a boy called Deltoura, who used to be a sour faced cross grained spi-
rit till he got thawed with being loved. & few days later he said
to £lsie "I have somewhat to say which must not be heard by the
ears of the sons of men": and he took her to his home and wanted
all those pictures again. There was eager listening in that
house - a house where no one had ever heard" and one tall, fine
looking young married woman, iahadia by name, looked at the pic-
ture of the scourging with tears in her eyes. Deltoura broke in
"But wait - greater things He did for us": and when the picture
of the Cross came, he told it beautifuily and reverently.

That iiahadia is extremely intelligent, and longing to learn
to read. Lhe is one that should be prayed into the usingdon.

_ ' June 12th.
poualem is at last out of aissa's clutches. te sold off,

20



somewhat at a loss, the contents of the shop, and some gifts that
fell down from above for his help from home, settled the balance,
which.uichel Olives, who 21as acted as his legal adviser all through,
helped him to get & proper receipt for this time!, and hc .s back
at his old bvarrel-making trade, safe and souad, thank Goc, ana we
trust with a determination to have no more money dealings with his
brother!
June 13th.

Umar is very happy over the sight of God's working in his
little wife - - a childish, irresponsible creature she was, a year
ago. lNow she says right out "I want to walk with my husband", and
her face tells of the waking soul beneath.

wustapha 1s just now going through the worst tirie of them all.
pen Alissa has been getuing at him with lioslem controversial pam-
phlets, of which a [locd is being poured inwo the land just now;
a grant from Constantinorle - lecoking like 4 countermove 1n the
unseen to our new plans for literature! iiusiapha's poor face is
darkened and sullern, "I want to know" he says - (the old Eden
temptation) - I believed as a child believes: I am a man now, I
need to understand both sides." well and good if he woiuld rececive
the added light from the Christian side of Tthe contest: this he
is refusing. iie has quarrelled with his father tco, and is liv-
ing away from home. Uur hearts are heavy for him.
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June 17th.

Down to bLlida for the last time before leaving, for the
prize-giving, which ends the year's work.

It is good to see how the stirring up of our nest by the
road-making has worked God's purpose -~ The classes are estab-
lished now - 8 a week - and some of the attendarces were very
high - Such a dear host of butterflies the children lcoked, as
they spread out into the court after the exam and hymn-singing
were over.

v'e have talked over the village question, and hope now that
"Dar er Rih" is furnished again, to use it in spring and autumn
for the well defined weeks vhen the village season is at its best
as regards the people's leisure -~ with a more systematic plan
than heretofore. - Just now, though, the weather is perfect for
setting about, the hamlets are empty - all the inhabitants be-
ing out harvesting.

The gucst-advance has hegun here too, and may mean much as
the confidence of the village people i1ncreases. - iiore and more
we feel that the atmosphere of a Christian home even for a few
days means all the soul avenues opening to the dew and the sun-
light - away from the crapped, poisoned, stifling of iioslem sur-
roundings.






June £0th.

.Wo other souls in tho ali medfa house have been "illumi-
nated" this spring. Ono is a naturally dense country woran,
named &l akri, who was reached ficst by doctoring her precious
boy, the only survivor of hor babies. Those dcad babies wore
the firat link kctween her and the Lord of Life - She was con-
vinced that Lo was walking in Paradige with them both in His
arms. Then the link grew closer, and her own soul crept into
those blesved arms, and a great cleering of montal and spiritual
vieion began, and then a girl, formoerly in the slum-pogt clasa
over the way, began listening eageorly, and the two have bsen stand-~
ing together, and praying together on the roof in the evenings.

June &2nd.

Ono of the new 1lilttle growing points of the year is the
forming, at the suggestion of our American friends, of the hegin-
ning of a Cradle oll - Eirthdays, an intrinsic part of it in
America, are unknown in argdb life with its lunar month - othor-
wise the thought is received with delight, and we have six babies
enrolled here and 3 in blida, the parents being one or both Chris-
tians or enquirers. "our of the aAlgiers ones happened to be at
the service this morning, and were brought in our arms round to
the men's side of the screen and given to the Lord of the little
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ones - Allsl and Hamido are promoted already to the men's side, &
stand by the harmonium, singing away like two little choristers.

June 24th.,

Only a week more now and we are off. - The one ‘still at a
loose end is Omar, as his post office opening still is postponed.
e use him in lesson giving and the illuminating of Arabic wall
texts, in which he excels, and he works at tiem in the cafe along-
side Fons and his carpentering, with two or three small creatures
as of'ten as not squatting alongside doing their paintings - or
older ones coming in to read. He is gaining in character and pur-
pose through his troubles: they have not been lost time - & in de-
pendence on God "It is not our will that does it" he said the other
day, "tut our will leaning on His Will."

June 25th.

God is using the bringing in of El akri & Fatima Zourha to
give the fresh spur that we have long-d for to the faith and cou-
rage of the other women of the house. I was saying to Zehour
how I rejoiced that they were gectting more fearless. "we were a-
fraid" she answered, "because we were only ourselves: now that
wo see that God is bringing in more, the fear is going." A fresh
incentive to faith that God will work in groups.

she and her husband, Aissa the younger, have been staying
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agaln in the Guest-room, and at last his soul is getting a fresh
arousal. The nightly readings have centred on the Gift of the
n0ly Ghost, and once more we see proof that this is the truth
needed, that e is not the Prize of the full-grown tut the heri-
tage of the baby souls "I have a thirst likic the sea for the Word
of God"™ he says, and facts prove it is true, for no matter how

late or how tired he is his one thougiat is "the Book® - "I want to
f'inish the way" was his conclusion the last night -~ "I and Zehour
with me" (their expression for baptismt): and that last night the
whole family, - 14 in number, including Aissa the elder and Yanina,
came for a furewell suppcr-partyt

One more step in ali Medfa - tne "7imma" has bcen spealing to

El akri about brcaking the fast - a point which we had not mooted
yet to her. -

"{ie will stand hand in hand" she had said, co El1 akri told us
"If the others in the housc are .against it they can goi" One nceds
to know tho careful way in which thc Areb house mothers are wont
to steer, to realize what such a stepping out into Christ's frec-
dom means.

Junc 29th.

And now it has come to the lasct goodbyes, leaving Alma Krebs
in charge during our absence, and Onar to do all he can for the
boys, for Pons goes home to work on his farm for the susmer months.
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fomorrow we three seniors start for Zurich, to be followed
throe days later by theifour next in seniority. So here, full
early, closes this season's campaign.



