


January.l. 1910,

We are puzzled about the Blida well., The water supply is beau-
tiful, but practically it seems for the time being, almost out of
reach from its depth. Over & over they have given up drawing &
zone down to Blida for water instead. The Arab lads havse given
up, & Michel Olives has worked it till he has given himself a bad
strain. ©So we feel we have not yet full victory, & that when we
get the water really available it will somehow mean a fresh sbt-
ting free of the living water from the Eternal Hills of GCD.

The wire cable is gilving from the strain, the axle is half worn
through from the same cause, & the valve of one bucket hopelessly
jammed. So it is time for something to happen.

Jan.2. A letter from Villon about their Christmas fétes- hhe
first keeping of the Lord's birthday down in the desert. Hallelujel
Opposition has begun to rise, as might be expected: some of the
girls have dropped off saying it is 'haram.' A tiny thing named
Ficha holds fast by Mdme. Villon, saying "if the rest will not
come so much the worse for them- I am coming." The same taking
sides has begun among the boys & younger men. It is always A sign
of a futher stage when GOD divldes between the light & the fark-
ness, so we are glad, Villon has a room now for the lads & man
near the market, rented at 4 francs the month, & he has got a big
Bible into a fresh Zaouia which is always a joy!
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Jan.3. The flrst onward step of the new year in Algiers has
been that Laurent Olives has come definitely into the work. For
the past six months he has been doing factotum at E1 Biar & here,
gradually gaining hold of the 1little lads who are always round
our doorstep. Now we feel at last that the hold 1s gained & that
we have between the painting & the carpentering the clue to them
that GOD has glven with the girls by the embroidery. lie think it
is coming in the same unfolding, 1.e. that the leverage lies in
having them daily. T1ll we came back in October he has been near-
ly every afternoon in our native cafe adjoining the house, making
or mending furniture for Milliana or Blida, & all the time thege may?
be seen six or seven small fellows buzzing round under his heels,
hammering, planing, working the carpenters benches with all their
might- wonderfully good & docile, & marching up with him to the
Bible Class with their precious little half-made tables & braockets
et¢, tucked under thekrr arms.

Bo now that his first term of six months help has come to an
end, we think there is this growing point to bs tended, & that
we must offer him to stdy on. Dear fellow, he answered that he
had offers lately for the renewal of his former work, but he felt
if it were not too much ‘'sacrifice' for us he would like to stay
on: & his eyes were full of tears when we sald how glad we were.
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woke that strange burhing longing that generally means some way
of the Lord behind it, though ohe hardly sees how they are to
be reached, distant as they lie from any European centre.

Jan.7. There is a Fatima here about whom Helen has often
written: we went to see her to-day. The first story about her
was laet spring. Helen was talking of Christ's way of life,

& saw héer looking very sad. "Are you in trouble?" she asked.
"No," replied Fatima,"I am only wishing I had been a boy, then
I should have had wherewith to enswer you. But I am only a
woman: I know nothing." ‘

The next story- a step on~ was in the summer. Helen was
reading about the miracles in the Gospel Story, & saw her quiet-
1y erying. "VWhat is the matter" she asked again. "I was think=
ing," replied Fatima- "thinking of all the blessing that there
was in those old times, & how thers 1s nothing but sin around."

The last story had a touch of the comlic., Helen offered her
sister a bit of cake & told her there was no lard in it, so she
need not fear. "I do not fear" was Fatima's anewer, "Do you
think you could speak to us as you do the words of GOD, if lard
passed your lips! "

Now a great sorrow has fallen- sudden & almost total blind-
ness after terrible pain in her head. She desoribed the pain
to-day. "It was at first like two knives twisting about in my
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forehead, & then 1little crackling pains everywhere in my head
like parched corn that dances in: the pan! "

The dark eyes are clear & beautiful, but their light is guench-
ed, & she sits’ beside her dying daughter of twelve, with a look of
touohlqg patience on her chiselled face. The youngest glrl, =n
imp of six, frequents Helen daily,. nimble & wide~awake as a danc~
ing sprite. .

Jan.9. To-day's post brought good news from El Oued. It runs
thus~ "The boys & girls have come back in good numbers, & the
meeting room answers well.... I think of going on Monday to Amiche
to see a man who is very interested. I think I told you of him
in my last letter. He saw Miss Cox at Touzer. I have given him
socme tracts, & I saw him this morning at the market. He says there
are several men who come to read with him in the evenings: "There
are some who read the tracts," he says, "others who burn them."

I have not had a chance of talking to him yet as it was at the
market. Pray for him, His name is Mohammed El1 Mennai."

It is lovely to think of that day-dawn in a Souf village~ the
vision remains of them, through the years since we have seen them,
half buried in their creamy sand-dunes, gloriously 1it against the
dead-blue sky, utterly dark as regards the True lLight.

Opposite is the gate of one of them from a journal of long ago.
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what would I do if I died because I have so many sins, & I ask
Rebbi to forgive me." I never saw a boy in such carnestness- we

had prayer & Ne prayed, naming his different ains one after th
theg took. fogglgeness in éhr he_was at once full of gv

J
o-day is quife-another bo ra in ladly & naturally befdré
'the others at prayers,.ee. Kg gurytog %s ¥ferent- poo¥ Mokammed

we believe was going forward when temptatlon‘conquered "
This is Belkassem's merry face caught by a visitor up there.

And oh Hallelujah, the well is working as never before. Laurent
Olives spent Saturday there, & he & M.Michel worked till 7 at
night- took everything to pieces, heated & straightened the parts
that were bent, & slung it again, & 1t went so easily that May
could work it. It comes with such a joyful seal in the sense
that the living water 1s within our reach all around.

Jan.12. Here too at Relizane all seems to me full of hope-
guch a thawing in the spirit atmosphere- all the suspiciousness
of last year gone, & there 1s an amu51ng friendliness of footing
between Helen & her neilghbours- in the wéek since we came we
have had contributions as follows- mandarins, 18 eggs, couscous

& meat (twice), raisins, sausages , sfendges {(native pancake)
dates m(nuts, beans & stewed whea , almonds monkey-~nuts & 9£es,

a pomegranate, & twice, a loaf of home-made bread!
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Jan.l3. And Alleluia again, & such an Alleluia this time, for
the well has sprung up here. Since wrilting the above I went to
see Chrira with Helen, & to-day went back alone with some message.

This Chirira is the young wife of Si Miloud, a well-to-do law-
yer of whom I wrote when here last year. She is a handsome crea~
ture, queen of the household though only 17 or 18, & so full of
exuberant life that her husband, who is not opposed, is glad that
Helen should go constantly; to break the monotony of her days.

She has listened from the first with an open heart, & when we
went to see her the other .day one felt -the true responsiveness,
though she was in much dietress over a bragelet belonging to her
aunt- 1t had been left in her care, & now her mother-in-law had
taken it & sold it, & she was held responsible.

But to-day the storm had blown over somewhat & her face was
quiet & bright as she bent over the bit of girgaff I had brought
her from Helen ‘'to pass the time. '

Then she let the work drop & began-to talk. "I have had a
dream" she said, "it was the night after you were here. I saw
two kanouns (fire~pots)- in the one was a very little fire, near-
ly going out- in the other was a bright strong fire that was
increasing. Someone was standing by & he said, "Knowest thou
what these two fires mean? " I said "No" He went on- "the little
fire that is nearly out is the religion of the Arabs: they pray
& they give alms & witness & fast & -they say "Inshallah" we shall
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go to heaven" But the bright fire is what your friend has told
you about Jesus. There is no 'Inshallah' about that- You have
to leave the old fire & come to the new."

"GOD has spoken to you now," I sald, "it was He who sent that
gream to your heart.'

Yos" she answered, "I belleved before- I had never heard these

things till she came, but 1 belleved them. I believed," & with
a ring in her voice, "mow I ¥now. I told them all about it in
the morning- some said it was nongense, & some said it was true.’

"Yes, it is true" I answered. "The religion of the Arabs 1s a
very 1little fire because there is very little love in it; they
fast & they witness because those around do so; they give alms
that people may praise them: they do good works, not because
they love GOD, but so that they may win heaven.

It is a very little fire, & at the day of judgment you will
seo 1t has gone out. But the good news about Jesus lights a
great fire in our hearts, because it tells how He loved us and
suffered till He died for us.

And you see in your friend's heart that this fire is burming
because she left her home in England to come out for the Arabs
& then she left Alger & came 10 live here all alone because she
loves you in Relizane; & if you leave the o0ld fire that is going
out & come to the new fire, it will burn in your heart too, and
everything you bear or do or say for Jesus will be another bit
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of charcoal to make it burn brighter.,"”

She sat drinking it all in. "Yes, that is the meaning. I am
one of you now. I am your sister & the slaster of the others in
the world- do they have dreams to6? "

*Some of them have if they cannot read, because GOD wants to
speak straight to them: He has spoken straight to you."

"Yes, He has spoken. I know it all now," & her face shone.
"I have been wanting one of you to come, so as to tell you."

It was glad news to take back to Helen- the firstfruits of
Relizane unto Chrilst.

Jan.31. This morning brings another happy letter from Blida.
May Olives writes-

. "To our surprise & joy yesterday Kaddour broke out at prayers
"0 Lord save me, save me from lying- Lord save me from insulting
0 Lord save me from all my sins for CHrist's sake."

It was good as it came naturally from himself, & we believe
he is trusting Christ as his Saviour. Little Belkassem is full
of joy. I asked him at prayers what GOD had done for him, and
he answered, "I gave Him my heart & He has given me joy & taken
away my fear." His prayer was "Lord I praise Thee for Thou hast
saved me with the Blood of Jesus."

Mohammed came back to-day softened a bit, but not yet as we
long to see him."
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These days have brought us iwo more Danish visitors: Miss
Collet & Miss Wolff, from the Copenhagen Training Home that
has sent us Alma Krebs & Ellen Dagenskolw- It is their first
contact with the dark lands in which theilr lives are linked
at home. I feel GOD must have some specigl ministry for us
in being the nearest of all those dark lands- a visualizing
point within such easy.reach. .

I must put in here a photograph by Kitty of the little
house-maldens in their present band, including Melha in the
middle. It is the best we have had yet.

Feb. 13th. Blow & counterblow have been coming these days
over our negro element. Belaid has been bringing for the last
two or three Sundays a great strapping new-comer named Rabbah,
with an honest face & a child=like spirit, & our hopes have
gone up over him- now comes a bad damping, in that an attempt
is being made to get Belaid & Ali off to another of these ex-~
hibitions~ Buenos Ayres this time, where they must get mixed
up with much that is evi}.

Belaid's 1little shop has run down dewm to the last ebb of
emptiness & dishevelledness; & debt lies in front of him if not
on him, so it is natural that he wants to take the chance of a
dollar a day for four months, with the fresh chance it will
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glve- & our poor big Ali, with his lazy slave-nature, is al~
ways in straits.

The miracle of Cana has been shining out these days- "Fill
the waterpots with water® has been thelr watchword- undiluted
weakness transmuted into undiluted strength- It seems to me
as 1f the first thing we expect of GOD is that He will tinge
our water with the wine of His power~ then when we learn a
little better we look for His wine, but feel it must still
have an admixture of our water- it is but slowly that we come
to see that the mingling is not His way with us, it is all
weakriess, up to the brim, exchanged for Hie "all power."

Feb. 16th. We have had long talks wlth Belaid twice this
week- & we hope the die is cast against Buenos Ayres. & fresh
light came in the last talk. I said, "If you listen to what the
Bible says, do you think it is right to stock your shop afresh
by ﬁoing into fellowship with things that belong to the darkness.

If I listened to what the Bible says,™ he answered in his
slow ponderous way, "I should give up my shop altogether & go
& preach the Gospel."

Of course this freed us all the more to urge it on him-
was not this GOD's break, We want to see. -There are things
in him that do not geem consistent with being a declared worker
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for GOD ...unless in thie breaking free he made a clear sweep
of 5110 .

Féb, 18th. Down to Blida with Alma this afternoon for e
woek~end there with Miss Collet who ocame on two days before,
to see how all is golng on in the two houses before settling -
in for the Revislon, & to investigate the room up on the hilil~
slde above at Mera Meritha, that sounds as if it would do for
the next tiny out-post, to gather in the village chilldren in
that direction who cannot ocome as far as Ouled Sultans, & to
be a rendez vous for the women.

The Mere Meritha room 1le slimply perfect. A long strip of
orchard reaches to the high road, full of figs & pomegranate
& cherry trees, the grass under them istarred with huge golden
celandines. Then comes an enclosure with 3 or 4 ghourbis,
thie one standing apart from the rest with arched doorway &
thick plaited thatch of rushes~ one longe for the day to oome
when we could camp up there away from all sights & sounds of
oivilization. Meanwhile we are going suralght on with the
bargaln for a year's lease.

Such a terrible story of the Evil One's power was told me
by Sascha to-day. A woman from e far away village was visit-

in a house where she went & asked her help.

A horrible kind of nightmare selzure comes over her & her
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husband.... no-., I think I cannot write it down, 1t is so
dreadful, but it glves one a fresh sight of the strongholds
for Satan that lie in these Innoocent looking mountain hamlets
where the evil of the great cities seems so far away- & the
Mera Merltha room must be a battlefield, not a playgroung.

There is another district that is cheering us- Relal by
name, an hour or two away in another direction among the hills,
Relal was the one group of villages that in o0ld days baffled
all our attempts to reach it. Our mule-driver, Si Ali, never
would take ue there, saying that their district was at feud
with them, & that they were a bad lot. Insistance would have
meant a brawl, so we walted on.

All unknown to us, our master bullder of laest year came
thence, & so at last the opening came. Personally he was a
stiff Moslem, but a hold was galilned among the workmen who came
with him, & in one & another it has grown to a spirit of ear=-
nest listening.... "Blessed are all they that wait for Him"...

It is the most open now of any of the groups of villages
around.

Feb. 24th. We are up here at El Biar fcr the three days
of prayer for the Moslem world. Miss Collet & Miss Wolff
have come up from Blida & are with us, having left Alma down
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in Rue du Urolssant ill. We are anxious about her- the
ever mwis higher than influenza should go « 104 & even
056. Yet influenza is all that the Dootor will allow it
t0 be, though he did to-night suggest the fear of small-
ox or typhus. Annie Whisler is nursing her, with Ellen's
elp.

Migs.Collet took this snap on the roof the other day, of
Ellen & some of her kindergarten bables~ <the two omn her lap
Melha, & Fatima's curly headed Abderrahman, have been promised
each other in marriage by theilr respective mothers, and are
quite aware of the fact. Melha stated the other day that she
should require him to live wlth her mother, as she does not
want to go to another house.

Feb, 27th. It has been such a Sunday! yesterday evening
oame the news that Alma's oase was pronounced typhus, & all
the morning & early afternoon wae taken up in getting her
transferred to the French Fever Hospital, as the English
Hospltal proved unable to take her, & no nurse was to be ob-
tained. They were hours of terrible strain till she was safeo-
ly lodged there, for one of the sudden falls of temperature
in the morning reduced her to exhaustion, & it needed all her
ocalm falth in GOD to earry her through.
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Feb., 28th, Dar Naama still.
on the top of this ocame Mr Summers' arrival to-day, to start
on a month's work up here at the revision of St.John in the
ovlloquial, whiah will mean 6 or 8 hours work a day.
Miss Qollet & Miss Wolff were to have left for Biskra, but
are staylng on now, hoping to see the crisis past first.

March 4th. They have been terrible anxious days-~ it was a
balance of life or death, we knew, in that room in the Fever
Hospltal~- & the diffioulty in getting letters has added to
the tension. Flnally we have been able to get commmication
through the Danlsh consul, & it would seem now that the worst
483 over« Oh, thank GOD.

The double tension 1s that the days of quarantine for the
house below, camnot be over till Monday at the very soonest,
& we look eagerly for the nelts that oomes up twice a day.

A fresh cry of thanksgiving goes to GOD for each pencil note
that tells that all is still well with those who ran such a
terrible riek in the nursing, for the infection in typhus is

etrang & subtle.

March 7th. To~day came the joy of bringing'Annie & Ellen
up here. Amnie foels strongly, a8 I have felt, that it has
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bean an attack of the powers of darkness with the intent
to stop the work. And there is something flendlsh about
the fever. "Smouldering® 1is the meaning of its name, &
it seems as if it were indeed set on fire of hell in its
puffering & its deadliness. '

And yes, to-day brought two other rays of_Jox in the
re-appesarance of our two lost little Alsshas., "Roulba
Aissha" as wo call the one who was taken away last sum-
mer, & who is now back in the town & half promised once
more to us, & the half Jowlsh chlld who has been given

& taken two or three times from El Blar. The latter was
brought by her father, very ailing- her round merry face
sharpened to a hatchet expression that brings out all its
Jewish characteristics. 8She has a heavy cough & only sits
by the fire gazing into it with big eyes.

March 9th. The work over St.John's Goepel goes slow
ly- it is even more full of interest than the revision
of St.luke, & from the very nature of the truths taught
in it, needs still more oareful weighing. . It is not the
question of just giving a Gospel in words that the people
can understand, but to give thom the germ of a spiritual
language in which the things that the Holy Ghost teaches
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oan be oxpressed- the dearth of this seems in the inverso
ratio to tho richness of the tongue for all seoular pur-
poses.

In one of the big dictionaries that we have there are
five quarto columns, 296 verbs in all, describing physioal
walking- such as walklng with the feet turmed 1n,' "ualke
ing with a stick," walking, swinging the arms,® "walking
with dragging steps,® "walking bare-foot,* etc., yet with
all thils wealth, not one word that cxpresses the righteous-
ness in which the heavenly path must be walked.

These words for the spiritual realities have to be grafted
on to the colloqulal, waiting for the sap of the new life
to weld them in & flow through them,

Maroh 11th. The 1ittle Alssha here has boen so 1ll,
with high fever by night & drowsiness by day that we have
sent her off to the French Hospltal for native womon and
children, for more skilled ocare than we oan give her, ti1ll
she 18 better.

March 13th.- A word in Job hes oome 1n Spirit & Life
these days. 'Thou ahalt be in league with tho stones of
the field." The very things that are obstacles- stumbling
blogks in the way, may, when the chastoning of GOD (of
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which the oontext tella) has had its way, be taken as helps
instead of hindrances! We may take our very impediments

into partnership in the work of our sanctification, praise
be to His Name?

March 15th. Sunday closcd the fukl fortnight whiech 1is
the probable extent of typhus infection, so a new thanks-
giving rises for the safety of Annie & Ellen. It has been
a fresh proving of the power of claiming victory through
the Blood of Christ from the "Fiery darts"™ for body as well
as soul. I believe we have stlll much to learn about this.

Annle is more exhausted though, with the strain of the
fight, than we knew at first, & the roe=opening of the chil=
dren's work below, which depends on her, (as I am kept fast
by the Revision sittings), has still to be deferred.

All seems to have fallen into such irregularity again, Just
as an orderly course of things seemed getting established.

One comfort is that regularity 1s not the mark of a battle-
field! "Every battle of the warrior ip with oconfused noise!"

"March 1l6th. The Mera Meritha room is ours for a ysar;
that is one point gained. A great page of names of joint
owners who at last with many palavers have settled them-
pelves on their matual rights, 4s signed by them, in con-
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sideratlion of the sum of £4 for the year, part of which
will be refunded by the orochard produce, which, with the
graas, is let for the summer,

And with that step on for the villages, comes, as 1s
8o often the case, a fresh horizon beyond, Sascha writes
that from Relai, that last won ground, an offer has come
to Michel Olives that if he likes to bulld a house up thero
& teaoch the boys reading, the land would be given him, & if
needful £4 a year! an offer that means something from a
Moslem village, though one. does not yet seec its practical
outoome, ]

March 2lst. Two more bits of 1ight along the skyline.
with which GOD so often helps us along when the foreground
is rough.

One is that a visitor at the Olivage, Mrs Howe, wife of
a Lomdon clergyman, has come by a& seeming chance aoross our
path, & is full of helpfulness.  She 1s.specially keen on
the thought of & ocamp for girls- Engliah girls- that has
been simmering for some time- & sees ways of futhering it
at home.

The other, coming the very next day, was a sudden pro-
posal from Helen that the timo had oome when she could carry
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out another hope that has lain hidden in my heart of late,
with only a cry now & then to GOD that it may be brought

to pass. It is that of a van for reaching the places off

the beat- Oh how I have longed for one as the only possible
solution for those "douars" on the tablelands & plains, trend-
ing away & away far beyond reach from any European centre.

A couple of men, or a man & his wife, could use it for
weeks together whthout any of the exsertion of pitching and
re-pitching a tent~ the van could be left in charge of a
native at the nearest accessible point, the mules unharness-
ed & used for riding to the huts or tents day after day, till
it was time to drive on furiher- It is just the one light
that has come on the problem of getting to them~ a problem
that has often brought an intense sense of longing with it.
And now it seems as if the ciue is there.

March 25th. We have been much weighed down in heart
these last days over Belajd. We told him that we had a plan
to propose to him, that would set him free to follow GOD's
call, if it roally were GOD's call to him to leave his shop;
& we have asked him one Sunday after the other to come up &
talk it oveor. '

He said he had refused the Buenoe Ayres offer, but he
has never come to talk over the alternatlve, but has always

21.



had some expuge,

Finally camo a great sonse of burden ower him-~ & thon
the news, 10 our sorrow, that the offer, more prossing than
over, had been made him~ {(he is such a splondid looking
fellow as to slize, that he is in groat requeat for these
things) & that he had consented.

Villon has been backwards & forwards to see if there
were any means of getting him off- it soems hopeless for
he has slgned the papers & we¢ feel that at heart he wants
to go..+.»» The only thing that could be done, & that has,
woe hope, been affected, is that his post among the players
& danecers has boen changed ito that of a camel-driver, in
which therc is far less contast with the evil side of the
placo.

March 27th. Mar¢h has nearly gone, & still the Algiers
work is in abeyance, for Annie is still {too run down to be
able to takse up work again, & I am not yet free. It seems
80 like ihe work of the enemy that all should be broken up,
for just before, all was opening like a flower- thc mothers
were beginning to ask thut their girls should stay the whole
day instead of thc half, & had promiped io let them come &
sleep, two at a time, week about, & plans were ripening for
getting hold of the elder lads by teaching thom the Kabyle
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ohip~ oarving. Now all except Lawrent Olives little carpen=-
ter-boys, has oome to a dead-loeck in the very heart of the
spring, for Kitty & the other younger ones could do nothing
alone, & have stayed on here to work at language study- &
now Kitty herself is far from well. '

March 29th. The links have been rivetting with lirs
Howe, & she has gone with Annie for a few days to Blida,
specially to see the village people.

One story comes back thence that must be recorded, of
Sapcha's menage. Her latest houseboy comes for thc wage of
50 centimes a week, & takes 3 hours to go to market & back,
the market, at a boy's pace, being 10 minutes off. As a
method of ensuring a quicker return, his bit of bread for
breakfast now gets pared smaller & smaller the longer he
delays~ which is a master-stroke.

April 1st. To-day has brought the Inaugural Meetings
of the Methodist Episcopal Mission. Omne felt onée had been
in a new world when the morning session was over- All was
so keen, alert, far-sighted. It was good to hear the un-
wavering assertion that they had como to stay- that they
never set their foot down in any land to take it off again.
It is a sequel to the far back day when we wondered what we
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could possibly do to use the opportunity of the visit of
those two ships. GOD had His thought working out far back
of our helplessness.

April 3rd. A curious new turn has come in our wheel.
Annle went yesterday to meet Mrs Howe at Rue du Croissant
where we were gathering the children to a coffee feast,
with a view to rallying them once more flor the daily class-
e8 next week. Just as they were beginning Mrs Howe was
taken very ill, and no promise could be given them. Annie
is nursing her there till to-morrow & then, 1if she can be
moved wilill take her back to the Olivage, and care for her
till her husband can come over to her. So once more all
is deferred.

Another thing that points to the deferring still is
that Kitty has been getting rapidly worse these last days,
& the Doctor does not hide from us that he is anxious.

We are waiting from day to day for her admission to the
Nursing Home at Mustapha, & her brother & sister have also
been telsgraphed for.

It has been most difficult to get her the care she needs
for it has come in the busieat week of the year, with the
Conference beginning here f{o-morrow. Ve felt like putting
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it off, but Bishop Hartzell begged that we would not do so,
& offered to oome up himself to speak- s0 it seemed as it
the way led right forward biindly, in hopes of futhering
the welding between the old elements & the new, though (with
the uncertainty to the last) it had to be withoutf apeakers
settled, or even definite outline of subject.

April 6th. Kitty was carried off safely to the Nursing
Home to-day, & we are so thankful to think that at last she
can get full comfort.

. It has been very hard to ooncentrate ourselves on the
meetings with the flitting of telegrams and telephone mes-
sages,. doctors visits & the anxious faces of her nurses, &
even without these oompllcations it would have been a diffi-
cult Conference in come ways. Still it has brought the weld-
ing & the rallying that we hoped for & that may mean more on
ahead than appears as yet.

April 9th. To-dayas event was the welcoming back of a
very frail=-loocking. Alma, tottering along the garden path at
Dar Naama from the carriage that brought her from the Los-
pital, & only Tit to be put to bed. It is a gladness to
see her there'! Ellen is mountiing guard for a few more days
of semi--isolation. Dear Alma, she could hardly sleep last
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night, for the joy of her coming liberty!

April 11th. At last back at Rue du Croissant & its work.
Amnie is still in charge of .Mrs Howe, & Ellen must take caro
of Alma for weeks to come, so of all our staff of February,
only Mdlle Gayral & I remain on the fileld here. Blanche
has come down to see us started, and then we hope for Mary
Watling from Mlllana for a reinforcement.

Typhus is Btlll rife all round, & we feel the need of a
daily garrison of prayer that no harm may oome from the daily
gathering of the children from houses that may or may not
be infected. Fata has woke up at last from her hereditary
fatalism on the sub;ect, and does her best to investigate
doubtful cases. It is no easy matier as the natives are in
terror now of being taken to the Hospital, & hide their sick
accordingly.

April 13th. Another sorrow has fallen. That little
half{~Jewish Alssha has passed away. Her father took har
out of the Children's Hospital where she was being cared
for, & almost immediately the chest trouble that they were
fighting there, must have taken an acute form- probably
pneumonia, for in a very rew daya she was gone to a better
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caring: wo ocannot doubt that, we who know the Savioily of
the little ones. It was a soul that we always felt would
have blossomed, baby soul though it was, if well out of iis
blighted atmosphere. It is well out for ever now!

April 14th. A beautiful sequence has come, the very
next day. One of the dropped stitches of the past is bein$
caught up and knitted in, Two yoars ago "Little Fatima's '
older sister Zehour, with three irrepressible baby girls,
came to stay a foritnight down here in this house, so wild
from the country ae to be uncontrolable in town quarters.
They were placed in Sascha's charge, & we called them her
locusts, for they swarmed everywhere & ate up their day's
food in one big meal. Finally they went back to their vil-
lage, and their straits have been many, Zehour being lame
& a widow. '

Last autumn the question was mooted whether Blanche
would receive them at Dar Naama, as the ghourni where they
lived was wanted for a stable, She ascented & the day was
fixed, but they never arrived. '

Nothing more definite transpired till this week, when
suddenly they all landod at Little Fatimas. Wo sumwon.d
them yesterday to be interviewed here by ilanche, & hor heart
ran out to them, The children were bundled up in clean
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washed garments & came solemnly forward one by ons to kiss
her hand, their demure, swathed up country faces shewing
how they felt the importance of the occasion, down to the
three year old Zuleiha, who is the 1image of Henry the Eigth.

So they have gone off, under Mdlle Gayral's care, to be
installed in the native court up there, where we had the
children's camp last summer. We have a great hope that they
have come to stay- for no one wants a crippled woman with
three tiny girils. It has come as a doubly good gift when
little Aisshe had just gone out of our reach to the other
shore.

April 17th. One more thinning of our ranks, for Kitty
has started for England by doctors orders- a most difficult
journey 1in her weak state and needing Millicent's help as
woll as her sisters, to get her through. They have gone
bravely off, carrying our heai'ts with them in love & prayer.

April 18th. The van seems to have dropped down from the
skieal Villon put in an advertisement last week- and three
difrerent people answered, all telling him of onc & the sane
article. He went on Saturday to inspect 1it, and now off to
ggoure it and to get it lodged at Dar MNaama 1till it starts
on its way.
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It 18 there, & is another of those wonderful bite of
supply to the need that each fresh opening has been.

It belonged to -a llon~tamer & 1s painted red! All the
fittings of a trawvelling bedroom are in perfect order, and
the outside plannings are so perfect for the work- A plat-
form that hooks on the shafis for speaking or magic lantern
meetings- and slings on the sides for plank seate for the
pame~ the platform goes 1ike a shelf under the van, and
makes a bed for a native servant., We Just look at it and
wonder. TIf we had had the dewvlsing of it we could not have
4nvented anything better for its purpose.

April 29th. To~day brought its dedication. Mr Smes-
ton was with us for it- and we all mounted inslde to givse
it, and its future, into GOD's Hands. WMr Smeeton had a
bit out of Numbers 7. for it,that rejoieced us much. "They
brought their offerings before the Lord... a wagon.,J“Erthe
gervice of the ‘tabernagle .of fhe congregation !" Hay it
be so.

Down below here, the ¢hildren are coming back, with
careful watching from Fata, to keep them avay as far as
poasible when they come from infected houses, for typhus
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gots more & more rampant. It 18 a day of small things

at thoe best, for Mdlle Gayral and I are the only ones left
of the siaff down here. Annle has had to go away for a
rost, and Ellen ¢an only be spared from her care of Alma,
to take the kindergarten bsbies in the mornings. Their
benshouse on the roof has bogome a small oven, with the
spring heat, so they have been promoted to the native
Hemmam {(hath-room), that used to be Helen's den. It is
¢00l-all day long, & within-a few steps of. the court for

a scamper round between their bilts of lesson-play.

‘'This 48 a scone I ¢ame on there just now, with iMelha
4n a subdued state of mind in . a corner, having just thrown
something at Ellen's head, and:informed her 4n forcible
Arabic that she was an idiot! -You meed to know what an
irrepressible monkey she is,: to .appreciate the sight of
her, reduced to this state of humiliation.

April 28th, .Overleaf is a "snap" of Alma undcr a
prickly pear hedge, done by Ellen for her mother. It
shews that the life-tide that had ebbed oyt so far is
rising . again. Thank GOD.

.May lst.  Annie is able to:settle in now, and Ellen
ecan. leave her. patient, so it looks as 1f we could fight on
now for a bit, though with crippled numbers.
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Only ap the girla gathor, the boye are seuiic ring,
througli anothor of the blows that have como with thic spring.
Oour dear seuront Olives is soriously ill. It was just bofore
we scttled baock hero in Alpioru that Iata's old hus?anu Caine;
todéling up one day to say "Belabbes is 111." 'ter much
wondering & questioning we found that it was h;s version of
"Olives" & that ho had been unable to come for the carpen-—
tering class. Sirge then instead of a rally it looks sadly
as 1f his strength were ebbing away. He has suffercd for
two years with lung trouble & other complicvations, & now tho
course downliill seems swift. We miss him & his cheery help=-
fulness at every turn.

May 9th. To~day I asked Annie to go & scvc him. She tool
with her Badash, the worst & most troublesome »f his carpen-
tering lads. He came with a very ¢lean shirt & some flowers
~before he had got there the flowers had disappeared- he had
thrown them away as not good enough- & stood looking at
Laurent with big mournful eyes, so touched & changed.

May 10tt. Is it a tiny bit of "the beginning ¥ rocvengen
upon tho enemy” that has begun to-dav- ¢ We have made a
reagon of the infection around, to auy; that thos. who do our
housework must sleep here- so Jour are installed nightly
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on thelr mats, & two or three more are keon to come ag scon
a8 their turn begins. It is good to Bee GOD turning tho
flank thus.

Wo are speclally glad to have Fatima bent Fateems for
any day her marriage may be arranged for. She is a dear
tall beautiful thing now- 1ike a big dog in her dumb cares-—
sing ways.

May 13th. We have come down, Blanche Haworth & I, for a
foew days with Sascha in Blida. All ie so deliciously restful
and dainty & sweot in the 1ittle "Dar er Rih"- "the house of
wind" as we have named it, and Sascha is making her way in
the village visiting that is always the nearest to her heart.
The boys are much to the fore round about, & Lilo & Toustace
as the twins call esach other, are sturdily on their feet.

These are their backs, going on an independent tour through
the barlcy field pathway.

May 1l6th. To-+day wae the boys day for iera MMeritha.- a
tremendous Féte at Blida would we knew cut down the numbers,
but it was important that we should put in an appearancc,
and we longed to see it for the {irsl time since it has
been ours to hold for GOD. Blanshe had not seen 1t at
all, yet.
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This was the 'hoys olass, dnstoad of tho dozon that should
have been there, The centre figure was s creature of abouz
four, in a pea=green vest & G&TtY white gandowra, who was
gso overeome wilth shyness that he could only turn his bacikt
for the most part. If taken no notice of, he would slowly
voer round & siHew a little bronzed brown-cyed face, only to
wheel back again, 1f he met a glance.

The plage itself 1s perfoectly delicious and with such
capaelties once more for expansion- We dreampt day-dreams of
a native Cafe down at the end of the orchard, whero it touch-
es the high road from the mountains- shall we see them turn
to fact some day? E '

lMay 18th, El Biar. , l
Such a rapturously happy line from Annie yestorday evening
over the ehildren's day up.here on Monday. The best of it
was that Areski had asked to say a word in Kabyle at prayers
& Fateoma told her after that she had never understood it all
like this before.

Influenza is still in thoe house below.. So I am yielding
to Annie?!s request that I should stay out of it another day
or two, till it has cleared off,
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May 19th. I have been reading to-day, with tho sound of
GOD's warning voice in it, the story of David's numbering
the people- & have been seeing the danger of that same look-
ing to numbers instead of to GOD alone, with the reinforce-
ments that this last year has brought. Gideon's lesson agair
only intensified. Pralse GOD that we also have our Mount
Moriah with its sacrifige of infinite Price before which, the
Angel of judgment must put his sword into its sheath.

May 20th, Such a new look of brightness on Fatecema's
face that I hardly recognised her at first sight!- the non-
recognition may have been helped by a brillant pink & white
811k handkerchief, (most unbecoming to her brown skin) thse
achievement of her last wages! She has been so good, Annie
says, these last days~ sewing away, for love, at the gar-
ments for the ehildren & even bringing her own dimner with
her- a great sign of grac¢e in a naturally somewhat grasping
woman. Her face glows still when Areski?*s words are refcrrec
to.

ilay 25th., To~day brought a sorrowful summons to the fare-
welling of Laurent Olives. A sudden change for the worse cai.
in the night, & he was lying prone by the time I got there ¢
hardly conacious except when the sound of the blessed Name o:
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Jesus brought back a rally 1ln the ebblhg powers.

Ho only lived an hour after I left. "Josus~ Vive Jesus!"
wore the last words the watchers oaught. '

It is the firat death~broak in our band, & it leaves a
ponse of personal loes: there was a gentle thoughtfulness
in all his ways, raro in a great stalwart fellow such as he.

Thero 1s a hush of sorrow over the band of hils carpenter
lads, & Badash with a sober look has taken off a sheaf of
flowers to the chamber where he lay, & has seen hls face
once more:... ho & Areski have made friends at the funeral,
& Blanohe 1s taking him up on trial to Dar Naama as garden
boy. The prayors that surrounded him when he was the worst
ploklse in Mabel Grautoff's olass, are round him still,

May 28th. Anxlous days again, for littje Hawawach, who
has been staying with us for the last fortnight has been
taken 111 with typhus, and the French woman-doctor whom we
called in, says thet it is getting worse rather than better,
& 18 overywhere around: we know among the children who come
it is in one house out of every three or four, & we therefore
risk spreading it in bringing them together. One can imagine
the difficulties for the authorities in dealing with an epi=-
demic in airless alleys like these, where evory man's house
is his caetle, jJealously puarded from foreipn oyes: It
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June 10th. We have wanted for a long time a native
who should be gifted for hymn writing- for our own hymns
must be exotic to those whose mental make up is so widely
apart from ours.

It is some while to wait, for lMelha is not yet three,
& at present very unrogenerate, but she does show capaci-
ties in that direction on the lines of "Count your blessings!®
Her hymnology began a yoar ago at the first Children's Camp,
whore she was heard singing to herself-
’ Hamdoullah
Jeloula.
i.e.
. Praise be to GOD
A swing!

A few days ago, when it was a matter of their coming
up here for the day, she was again overheard singing- a
plecing of two hymns & an interpolation-
Hamdou louh be frah,
Ea.ndou louh be frah,
Nemshiou bel iman,
Nerouhou lel Jenan,
Hamdou louh be frah!
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tWhich being intoerpreted is as follows:-
"Praise Him with joy,
Preise Him with joy,
Wo will walk by faith,
Vie will go to the countrx,
Praise Him with joy!

I must put in one of this year's portraits of her that
you may see her, dear iittle monkey.

June 15th. The days are golng quickly here with the
forging along at various things left undone 1n this strange
spring, notably, just now, at the correspondence on the
gquestion of the Literature for Moslem Women, on which I have
to write for the Women's section of the Lucknow Conlerence
in January. I am trying to clear things up towards going .
over to North italy with Helen for a month later on- the
German boats that run to Genoa now make it our nearest place
for fresh air, & then I hope there will come a bit inland here
when the heat has couled down a little.

June 24th. "Behold the fowls of the air" has come to
mo these days with another leasson beside that of their reck-
less trust- 1t ie the abandonment of their obedience to
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to the passlon of their motherhood- Blanche Haworth's
pilgeons have taken to building their nests on her broayd
window-gill, & they preach many & sermon there~ the rest-
less_activity vanlshod into a stillness that might be a
thing carved in stone but for tho intent watchfulness of
the eye, the wholse belng absorbed in the fostering into
1life of those two egge.

It opeaks a reproach for all the poesibilities that
we leave unheeded, unprayed ovor till the germinating
powers have diled out of them.

June 87th. A4 rather ourilous thing has happened these
last days. Goling down to Rue du Oroissant last week, we
happened to ses that a blg old Arad house three minutes
from ours, was to let. It was & house we know slightly
as an Embroldory School, under govermment ald, had been
held there for som¢e yoars- and 1t was one that we have
thought of as posslble, 1f it should sver fall vacant, &
our guarter should prove too airless as time goes on.

So we oxplorod it, under the guidance of the 0ld French
dootor to whom it bolongs- 1t 1s a ‘palace of a place- too
sumptuous for a kilssion House, with its Peautiful tiling
& decorativo Moorish stucoco-~work, and tho rooms too large—



our Rue du Croissant raebbit-warren lends ite-self far better
to our housing. And yot there wase the sense of something
to dawn out of 1t, & this was reinforoced by tho old doctor
finding out who we were, & ooming up to El1 Bilar to interview
us, with an evidently strong desire to get us as tenants,
and propared to reduco his torms accordingly. We can only
sayathat we have no immedliate need, but 1f he lets it tem-
porily, we will bear his offer in mind for lator on. Some
advance will come, wo feel sure, after the recoil of these
last months~ it may be we oould use 1t for sleeping in, if
things expand in the direction of the work! But nothing
looks opon in that way at present, & wlth our reduced ranks
we are overhoused now rather than underhoused... so it be-
longs to the future to shew any way forward about 1t.

Thie year's bit is a lying low.

July 2nd. "As the feet of the priosts.... were dipped
in the brim of the wator"... has beén the word of 1life these
days.... one can pilcture that river brim, in the harvest
overflow- just a crystal margin, lapping among the wither-
ed pgrass, 6o shallow that only "the ooles of the fcet of
the priests" would "rest in the waters™- & yet that touch
of tho self same flood as rolled deep & swift & strong in
the centre of the stream, was enough to send forth tho power
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that left the way for the people to pass over.

"Death worketh in us, but life in you"- "the dying of
the Lord Jesus" in however faint a degree we can partake of
it, means measureloss power set free.

Thoro is the seventh hour, completlng the six hours of
the Cross, . in which His Church must "watch with Him"- in
the filling up that which is behind of the sufferings of
Chrlat... It is only "the brim of the waters that for Him
fsame in unto His soul~ the deep waters where the floods
overflowed" Him- yet it is the very same stream, & therein
lies the dynamic force, as the soles of our feet "rest" &

"stand still" thore.

. "pipped in the brim"~ one touch of followship & no more.
How often have we taken that firat sitep, where it seemcd
that following on muat land us inevitably inte decp waters,
only to. flnd that the flood has sunk away before our eyes,&
that we can "stand firm on dry ground in tho midst of Jordan,
in the very place whoerc it looked beforehand as if we must
be overwhelmed-~ For Him were the waves & billows that went
over Him, "laid in darkness in the deep"- for us therc is
only "the shadcw of death®™- the crystal "brim of tie wuter.®

Mucugnaga. Taltaly.
July 30th. Just arrived here with Helen Freoman. such
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a-strange;dréamlikeIfaeling in getting here again after the
space of nearly 30 yoars...it lies out of tho tourist whirl-
pool, ‘80 the changes. ure few.

.. Among the things that remain untouched 1s the old Church
& the ironwork crossos that hang on its outer walls- golden
brown with rust against the creamy plastor. I romember dravi-
ing some of them all.tljose yoars ago for the joy of line and
colour.. How they have grown in meaning coming back to then
after half ‘a life-time. . .

i . Somo of thom are opposite- . telling their stories of the
light- that breaks through the clouds-~ some of them illumin-
ated with rays of glory-- others burpting into flowers- the
loveliest of all the great double one at tho end of the apsec.
Has it a hint, as Helen suggested, of the double place on the
true Cross- for the Lord.& for -him who would "come aftert"

Aug, .12th., Ve got up to-day by rather slowv degrees to

the look-out point on the glacier at the head of the valley-
80 .8till and beautiful.: And on the way back ionte Rosa was
hoavenly. -She might have becn the exceeding great and high
mountain that bore. the new Jerusalom-  etheral almost to
tranaparency though so near- almost oxactly tho samc in
tone as the blue of the sky behind, only with a faint tinge
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of violet to distinguish her, & the rocks a shade deeper in
their tinting. '

Aug. 13th. To-day's word from the other world has come
as so often through things present- in a paperl/gn the Spec-
tator about 'Thunderstrokes.! It is a review of a book on
them which says, "When a thunder storm occurs a stresg is
thrown on the air, eithoer between two clouds or between
cloud & tho earth, & when this stress has reached the pres-—
spure of about half a gramme weight to the sguare inch, smash
goes the air~ it is litorally cracked. The line of the frac-
ture is illuminated by the intense heesit caused, rendsring the
air particles incandescent, & we see this & call it lichigning?
When there 1s a flash of lightgning the air is just zz wuch
'struck'! as the otlier objscts through which the flacih passes--
a church steeple for ingtance, or a ires, or a hum~n being~

Wnat happens in each case is the same: the ligatgning
is finding its way by the path of least rosistancs. iU runs
through the weakest substance near, Jjust as paper is torn
at its weakcst points, or as e river winds its way to ths
sea. The stronger substances withstand it, and the weaker
gubstancee give way. ‘Whon the air is gracxed, then }h.
1ight¢ning makes its path by the.weakesu gompope?t par,s_o?
it, those parts for instance which contain moisture: thaz
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the Lord shall make lighté¢nings (margin) & give them showers
of rain, to every one grass in his field." And again in
Jer.10.13 "He causeth the vapours to ascend from the ends
of the earth; He maketh lighténings for rain." (margin).
Both seem to imply that the rending of the air & the
freeing of the pent up power sets free the showers too, as
when of o0ld in Elijah's day, "the firoc of the Lord fell"
& then "there was a great rain." It is truc anyway in the
unseen world.

Aug.28th. Bafk agalin on the battlefield. An attack
of the cnemy that was threatening before wes left, is more
than threatening now. Areski, whose joyful surrender to
Christ was the crown of last year's gladness, has goit under
a strange cloud. It began with a dulness & vacancy gather-
ing over his facc & mind- and now the coldness has growvn to
something like opposition. -Some of the fecatures point to
the fcar that one of their brain-poisons has been uscd on
him, and the change dates from a time in ths sarly surmer
when he was taking an open stand (so we heard incidentall:",
in the town cafes. We are coming to the conclusion thai
five cases out of six among the apparent backslidinis o7 the
converts out hore, are dus to this terrible drugging. For
them it minimises tho respongibility- for us it increass
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it; for nothing but prayer can protect them from it when
the fears of their friends & families have becen roused by
an open confession. '

With this poor Areski it seems the sadder becausc the
dawn in his soul was so bright before this shadowing cams.
We can only hold on in faith that the Sun of Righteousness
will rise behind it & scatter it again.

Sept.2nd. The story of the fall of Jericho is 1it up
afresh these days. The words struck me "thou shalt compass
tho city, all the men of war"- & I looked at the story of
the last numbering in the plains of Moab, to sec how many
that would be. It was 8601,730. That gives a different pic-
ture of it all from the band of a few score going before the
trumpeting prissts, that one sees in Bible printings.

Supposing the city was a mile across, & its wall 3 miles
in circumference, it would mean marching 100 abreast at lega3s
than a yard between each rank, & even so making =« ring round
thw whole without reckoning 'the gathering hest' that “ollowed.

And out of this dawnsd a thought of the inner meaniag of
the crumbling wall. ilay it not be that here, oncc more, the
miracle lay in the 1line of GOD's natural working, with the
power of the unseen brought to bear on its intensifying®?
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that Fatima, boualim's mother, has plucked up hecart again
afver last years defeat, & has asserted her liberty in Christ
from the law of her husband that she should fast. Boualim
holds with her- & wonderful {o say, her husband lets her go
her way, & has even allowed her to go down to Blids with her
boys, for a few days, where they have, as she knows, while
guests at Dar el Aine, every opportunity of breaking it open-
ly. His other wife died of typhus in the .summer- it may be
that this has begun to work a softening in his tough heart.

Sept. 15th. Helen has gone back to Relizane, & next week
I hope to start with Blanche for two or three weeks inland
that are generally possible beiween the cooling of the summer
blaze & settling down to autumn work.

We have two clues to follow: one is that Villon thinks
that Khronchaba, a small town to the north of the Aures at
the hoad of a pass frequented by the Souf people on their way
north, would make a good summer station for him & his wife.
The better-to-do among these desert tribes move up to this
table land in groat caravans for the hot season, so could be
reached up there in thelr camps during the heat; & followed
up in their bomes among the sand~dunes when they move down
againe.

& We want to look round at the li¢ of the land there, & taoen

48,



t0o give a week or two to Mesila & pos2ibly Bousaada. With
Mgila we have a linking sinoce I vwas there last with Annle;
through ite being the native town of our dear scapegrace
Tamanl, naughtiest, most repontant of all our girl flock!
Her father is giving us a lotter of introduction!

Sept.18th. Holen writes:~ "I saw Hiloud yesterday"
(tho husband of the Chrira whose dream of the firepots
brought her such light in the winter)- "I took him that
plcture of the Lord knocking at the door-~ he asked me to
give it to him that he might put it up on his wall. What
his visitors will say I cannot think, but it seemed a kind
of confession on his part, & he was much more responsive-
he spokc again about the school- "because what ycu say is
true & the people ought to know it"- he said, "I have olothes
thore for a 1000 francs, if I get well I w1ll sell them all- I
will live differertly." His faith is still so very dim, but
all this seeme the working of the Spirit in him~ at least
he is & chongod man-~ for the first time he wanted to give
me something, & would havo me taxe some dates that a rrisnd
had brought him."

Sept.f2lst. We left Algiers by the night train, dropped
Mollie at the junction for Constantine & took the winding
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single line that trends south till it is stopped by the Aures,
No »oonor was tho main line out of sight than douars began~
stone huts & dark terra cotta tents, or a mingling of the two,
scattered over the plain till they became faint dots in the
distance. For the first time one can look at them without
the old heartachc, for the van brings them within reach as
soon as GOD opons the way & shews His time to be "fully come,"
Thon came a waterloss strotoh, unpopulated- then the

dimpled pink & bluo hills o the south began to rise over the
succulent blue green shrub on which camels love to browse-
And thére were the camels, in herds & herds, backed by their
owners tents well away from the line.

At last one spur of the foothills stretched itself north~
ward & round the edge of it lay Khrenchaba.

It is not to us, a speciaslly attractive place, as the
Europoan element is more ‘en ovidence' than the native.

- 8till, for the purpose Villon has in view= for reaching
the Soufs on ithelir mein throughfare north & as a centre for
working among whc camps of the tablelands«~  which I have
longed over for yoars~ & as a 'point d'appui’ for reaching
the Chawins in the Aures, 1t is perfect, and the Zurovean
elcment in the town which make it possibie to leave lidme
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Villon without anxiety while hc wae away.

Sept.24th. 1Ihe rains have begun early this year, & it
is probably in result of this that the greater part of the
caravans have already filed down south- the tents that
remain seem to be mostly those of the loc¢al nomads.

A couple of days "scouting® as regards the chances of a
summer station were all it seoemed best to give, specially
as our main object was lisila, & our reception thecre would
be compromised, even in these days of the 'entente cordiale,!
if wc had attracted too much attantion on the way.

Msila, Wod.Sept.26th.

We left Constantine by daybreak yesterday, & it was the
small hours of tle morning whern we arrived, cramped by a
good mary hours in an 'ironeclad' diligence: it is good to
hear the tread of the soft footed camels under our windows
& the socent of the tar-tonned water-skins that passcs with

them, brings a delightful sense of being down south again.
I weave in bits out of Blanche's journal, for time has

been failing for keeping one, owing to much other writing.

"It is a mud native town on the banks of the river- Iringed
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by the firct ousis palms, & away south thero is the glow of
tho desert bheyond.

Vo wandered round the merket place & glong the winding
streets seexing a clue to Tamani's unclo~ we found him and
his women folk- gay in the oolouring of the south- like beau.-
viful wingod insects they fluttered in & out of the mud walls
of their roof. But the real linking for the future laJ with
the native cook in the inn: ho Ied us to his people, & with
them there wase a real hearing

Beyond thls, noit much opening came- the feast that closes
Ramadan wes on, & all was oxcitement & feastlng- but we Tfelt
what & posi it would be, if we could hold 1t some day- for
30,000 naotives is the number reckoned- & 200 Europeans. Cnly
it would be a sironghold to attack-~ the domed marabouts at
evory turn tell that.

le have looked round for possible quartors in case a
winter station should prove possible later on- but beyond
that we could not push= & our oyes looked lovingly across
the next southern reach of plaln to Bousaada, & we found that
by taking a nlqnt diligence each way we could get threc daya
there w1thouu outstaying our limilt from Alglers, & get hold
of somo of tne links of three years ago when Annie Vhisler
& I ran down for e weelz. Blancho had been tiiere too for a
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few days, many years before.

2o we started about 11 p.m. in the vsriest rattlemtrap
of a conveyance whoce doors would barely shut, & on & on we
went through the southern night, & by oariy moPning we were
lumbering over tho sand. into the city.

" There wac much of sorrow in the days there.« & of the

sense of how our chances are slipping away, for typhus hLas
beern devastating these socuth lands too~ 50C have died of it
this summer in Bousaada alone,’ among them 3 or 4 of those
who had listen=d the most earnsstly- -the woman whose heart.
was 80 open in tho "pomegranatc houso” whose master had warn..
ed us so lovingly & earnostly of cur dangeor in resjecting
Islam-- & the Marabout whose "go in peace” had rteen our fare--
well last time, ’
‘Thoy wero all new . people in his house & they cercd to listen-
one lad specia. ly awoke to the Good Shepherd story. He walked
home with us, taking a copy of *he eaciloguial St.lmke with
great joy. "I can‘t read, he said, Tbut I kuow a bsy who
car, & when you cowe again I will 5111 a shecp for youl™.....
no greawsr welcome cun be give n vy a ZegaTh Arab’

As we roached. the ga.eway we el the "boy vwro can read,"
who was at once »ressed into service by ths other, & they
two went off together, & tho precious gospei with them.

Later in the day we went round, feeling for places where to
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leave our books- for the men (not tho women, doar wild childw
ish things for tho most part) are the ones to meke for in
thoso far 'off places when tims is short.

In marny of them the chance for the book did not come with
the first opening for talk, g0 we went round again next day,
& in ecach the ohance ceme fer letting the ‘reasu e pass into
the hands of those who werc on our hearts, unnoticed by thcse
who migzght havc hindered, for this too is a most fanatical
town. The shop might be empty for the moment, and full the
noxt, but the moment was always given us. It was the first
time that the Gospel in the colloquial had come this way.

Monday. QOct.3rd. Our third day ceme tc ite cnd & we
t.oox the night service back to Msila- another rickctty
mailcoach. At the halfway house s we were drinking our
hot black native coffec, we noticed by the dim lamp-light
the grave caruest face of the &raw who served us through
the window. Wo asked him it he couwid road it there was no
response-- & many on~lccXors were around, digacunted. from
the diligence roof vhere. the natives travol.

Still the man hung round- & still we prayed for a chance-
wo folt we could not go on and leave nothing. The men wero
climbing up & the start was imminent. Then came loudly "have
you the coffec cups?" sotto voce "have you still those books?"
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& a brown hand was swifiliy thrust through tho window & as
swiftly filled & emptied again 1nto the depths of his varmous,.
while the ooifoe ocups cairled off were all the outer world
know of the transaction, ITor we were alone inside.

Oct.6th. Then ocame¢ a day or two mc.r2 at Msila, with a
growing sense of 1ts possibilitier us a centre & a stepping
stone to Bousaada~ & then our last night journey up to the
platoaux & the railway line. &t the haifway halt we had a
chancc of shewing we had books~ it was probably a man of
influence who took the first, so giving confidence to the
reat, for there was a rush on them thiis time, & being market
day & every cormer crammcd that meant a scattering far and
wide. Then they all got up in their places & the steep bit
of the pull up began: progently we stuck fast, and nothing
would get the ~oach started again, & at last some great heavy
men on the roof had to coma down, muttoring between their
teoth, "Its all because of those blaspheming books that wo'we
got up there." A&t last ws groaned out of the rut & on & up
till early morning s-.# us again on th? table land, with the
desort & the little lifoeseeds far below-- will some pray for
a heavenly dew on them?"

Oct.l5th. M.Grautoff writes from Miliana:- "Can you put into
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your next journal sors oznll to prayor agelnst this false faith
in the liarabout water & blessingi. Marabou-ism is the reli-
Jlon round here-« it all that simnle wasted falth could be
contred on "the Trustworthy One' Do people in England real-.
ize that we outstations at least Linve to combat a religlion

of superstition that is not found in the Koran?"

Oct.17th.  Relizane.
Ten days in Alger for the starting of the winter's business,
& now B.Haworth & I have come out here for a few days, to see
a possible 1itfle house for H.Freeman's next move forward., Her
present one- two rooms & a kitchen- 1is growing impossible
as work increases & is in a Btreet ton European for the taste
of native wvisitors, the women kind especially.

The new possibility. is on the very edge of the Aradb quar..
ter- a oottage standing zlone in a little garden with orange
& lemon trees- and a great shed whore the Spanish children's
meeting con grow unhindered.

tidlle Gay:al is sottling 1in as a permanent helper with her
& all is growiag- among the rest & not the least, the light
in the soul of Si Miloud~ His express’on has so changecd-
all the pride & selfsatisfaction turned to a wistfulness that
ie very touching. He probably knows thail his 1life tide 1is
ebbing out in ite prime, for .cousumption has laid hold of him.
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Another matter than the gquest of tho new house, & a sadder
one, has brought us together. It is that a further break in
our ranks seems imminent, if not more- <for both the Olives
& the Villons are epeaking of leaving us in these coming monthse-—
leaving us only, not the native work, thank GOD- and if they
oan, as they think, do more settled work than ours, with a
more solid outpome, now that the initial steps of breaking up
the ground have been passod, we cannet try to hold them. To
us however, & in its personal aspect as regards our own bit
of the field, it is another north wind blast.

Oct.218t., Back to Algiers for settling in-~ +thank GOD
the typhus is over & not one of our band of children have been
taken- it seems to pass over the children much more lightly-
our little Hawawach for whom we fearod it so, with her frail
constitution, went through it from first to last hidden under
the -counter of her father's shop, {niee for his customers)!
while we were told she was safe im the Fover Hospital, & the
authorities of the same were shewn, when they came to transfer
her there, another child of the same age & name gquite well in
health, thereby mystifying them considerably as to the diag~
nosis of the woman doctor who had reported her when she was
taken ill in our house & carried off by her mother.

Oct.24th. Two more lettera have come from Dr Goinard, the
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owner of that native house rouni the corner, asking 1if we
have oome to any decision, & stilll furthor zbating his price,
till it has eome down to & very Jow sum, for an Algiers rental.

Theroe is still the feeling that something will come of
it~ & etill the sense that we cannot absolutely refuse the
offer- only defer it.

I havo anawored that if he can got aun intermediate lot,
Wwe may be ablec to accept his offer noxt year. This post cerd
gives it from below-~ 1.e. the frontage towards the sea is
shewn whero the cross marks it.

Nov.lst. One little ray has come, For wvhish we thank GOD.
Areski had got so strango and daft that it was lmpossible to
kcep him longer. Weo trisd to got him to return to his own
village, where he would bc e¢arcd for, but he refusod to go.
Now a sudden softening has come & he is saicly home thore-~ &
baca of the softening lics somc vision of the Lord that cane
tc him, told in a wild 4 incoherent way to Villon a rFew days
ago.

Hov.2nd., M.Watling writes from iiliana.- "Our poor little
1ist of beglnnings is onclosed. We have been liwing in a weary-
ing round of Fétes & Pllgrimages which keeps everyone still
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unsettled. Do please ask everybody to pray for Zehour &
Khadowdj. Each day they come we foel a day snatched from
the enemy, before they are taken away & shut up... we have
had very few grown up visiltors, but an incrcasing number
of little things from 5 to 9 dropping in by twos & threes
for music and a picture & a wee wee talk.... I think llabel
told you about the fashionable wedding we worc taken to.

The atmosphere secmed almost to havc a body, it was so
thick & material. Forming a sort of frame round the thres
sides of the small court nothing but figures wrapped in white
haicks, out of the midst of which shewed up the brillant
colouring of tho bride & her ontourage. The poor child had
a horribly drugged look, & kept her cyes down in most ortho-
dox style-~ those 8 or 10 gorgeoucly dressed women looked so
like wax work figures in the dim light."

Nov.5th. Mabel's, a week later, tells of other bits of
¥iliana news, She writes:~

"I foel quitc oxcited, so must write to you of possibi-
lities that last weok's. road has opencd. We wish we had
flying machines to run pver & ask your thought about it all.

Ohrira took us. to hor home in the Sherg- a digstrict
lying about 4 kilomotres along the main road.

First she led us to some ‘friends living near in caves or
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holes 1in the rocks durlng the summer, a perfect goat's scram~
ble to get Yo them~ & thoy had two nico little Apeb girls & 2
rather sad womon. She also took us to an Arab's house 'to let'-
porfoctly charming position, two rooms & walled in court but
dilapidated & of course too far off Miliana. She wants us

to hirc it & live there for a school of work for the houses

‘& gourbis round this Shorg. If it had.boen 23 kilomectres
ncaror Miliana it would have beon worth thinking about. Still
the thought came we might find a room for a wecekly class if
there were many childron there wanting to learn.... I asked
Chrira's mother if thoro were ten who would come regutarly?
She told mc names of 8 living near & in her group & shewed

me an unused rgom (sadly needing repair but big & falrly
light), where if we would prov1de whitewash etc. & do it up
they would keep it for us gather the children in.

CMiliana is just dreadful for: F%tes— 400 Alglers pllgrims
came to this shrinc, thoy say, & 800 from Blida, trains from
other places havc come  loaded with.pilgrims, and to-day on a
field close by 8Q goatc & sheep h.ave boen .killed to sound of
dirum & proc6551on with barthers...such a noisc. Such crowds
of imps running & turning somersaults on the earth in excitem~
ment. Two have just been in to us.& had a picture of angels &
shophords & a hymn, -& now have gone on to the slaughter-ground.
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We have to visit the bride's 8th day cutting of the lock
to-morrow, because we hope 1t means two new houses oper: to
us, though such waste of time, these uncanny feastsg!"

Nov.8th. Another of the strange blows of this strange

year~ Ve hear from Blida that a noew public road is going
to be made, that will cut right across our field, sundering
the two housos & making both in full view of all passers by.

The road will lead up to the Glaciere & be full of Sunday
holiday makers, motors & general noise~ there seems to be
no appeal to the authorltles, & the preliminary footpath is
to be made in the spring. Tho. only right lcft us is to choose
within certain 1limits, where the road shall lie! t we can
make appeal to the "Higner than they," that His banner up-
lifted thcre, shall not suffeor loss.

Jov.1l0th. ihere is no sign yot of Annic's being able
to como back, & ldlle.Gayral has 1left for Relizane so our
girgaf crew has had to shake dowm into a new regime- not
facllitated by the strong native element that pervades the
house with only Fateema in the kitchen- inconsequent, irres-
ponsible & irrational as an ill-tralined child & like a child
in her affectionateness beitween-whiles: a problem to deal
with for Queenlie Pfaéiffer, who has been sent us by Hrs Howe
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to take the household superintendence! HMillicent hee under-
taken the drilling of ithe half dozen small housemaids, & we

wrestle along day by day, cheered by tiny signs of grace in

one & anothor- winiry blossoms that get nipped again by the

frost- only shewing that l1life is there and ready to spring

when the soutli wind begins to blow.-

It is at Relizane that the little wafts of that breatn
are coming. This is the translation of a letter Helen sends
from £1 illoud- or rathor an account writtsn down by hin,
of a drean that- 'he has hadi-

"I was dreaming on Friday night the 28th of October 1910,
and I was sad with sickness. I became aware of three men
standing by me, ons was tall and two were short of stature,
gclothed in long winite tunics. 1 turned and asked ther "who
are yo?" The tall one answored, "I am the Christ," but the
others wore sileni. 4And 1 began to weep and to lament to the
Lord Carist that de would heal me of my sickness, And He
gnswered, "I cammot heal thee now, but in the time of the
future I will deliver thee from bvorment. Then He caused me
to onter e liitle garden & said to me, "liork this garden, &
cat of its fruits, & of a truth thou art my disciple." And
He struck me with His right Hand beiween my shoulders, and
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therewpon I rose from my dream & found no one." lie has been
much impressed with thie dream. Helen says, "it has scemad,
as we have motioced in so many other cases, to have brought
a Divine touch with 1it. Ho seems to fcel that the little
garden in wnich he is to work is the short life-spen that
still remains to him. Chrira nurses him day & night."

Nov.l5th. Another letter from Helen says:~ "Such ecores
of small boys come wanting to come in & read! It goes to my
heart to rcfuse them-~ I think when we have tried our plan of
having them by courts, we might bo able to enlarge our borders."

Sara Alaminos (thc grown up daughter of a Christian farme:
near by—- a Spaniard) is boeginning to give her good help. She
ocan sepeak Arabic like a mnative & is beginning to get together
the ohildren in tho courts to llttle classes, w1th real zest.

It seems as 1if ilichol Olives lot wore: belng finally cast
in with tho now BanlSt Society that is belng gtarted among
the three Frcnch—sneaklng lands, France, Bolglum, & Switzeor-
Land- he strongly d651res to remain still in Blida, on tho
same llnes ag of old only undpr the new dlrectlon & for the
Apresent thcy‘aro staylng on & working alongs1de as before.

Villon Is leaving f£or two meonths in the Souf district- &
will not know his final degision till February or Lkiarch when
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Bishop Hartzcll pays his next visit. It seems tne closing of
such hopes .down south if it is his }ast tour there, <or at
presont tho posts of the American liethedist Episcopal Church
are oonfinod to tho- nrlnalple towns, & for country work, Kaby-
lig 'ig tho next fleld before thom.

Dec.2nd. Helen writcs:= "It is all well that I have not
been free to go to Tiaret I think- Hlloud is slowly sinking,
though he has most wonderful rallying power & force of will.
I.do believe he hus really oome to the Lord Jesus. For sonmc.
time past hc has always asked me to pray, & at his own rcquest
iH.Réboul (the French pastor) pays him ministerial visits daily,
& prays with him. The other day in saying goodbje to il.Reboul
Miloud took his hand & said "we aro brothers now." idlle Gayral
who was there said ”brothcrs in Jesus Christ cose & Miloud
answered ' "Yos~ Amcn=" ~Yesterday I was sont for for they
thought h¢ was dylng- he could hardly speak but he whispered
®pPray," Therc werc Arabs thero, meh & women- -As I came away
one’ of thc man. 1nvoked S0 ‘many b10381nga ‘on my head- I rather
wondor but my mind was iull of #iloud. - Aftcrwards when
Mdlle Gayral wao thoro, Chrira said "that men is like us- he
believes in S%dna Ailssa.™’ The man looked rathor shy, but he
sajid "Yes," & iiloud said "in his wvillage hc sote his friends
togothor & givos them coffce & thoy road the Gospel, & he
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addod "if only I wero well again 1 would toxe o aghcp- then
I would work only for Sidna 4lsoa." As thlc wan said betore
everybody; I think the Lord will acccpt it as confessing
His uamOa & 1t would be lovely if the Lord gave him that
young man's soul before he went hence. The young man (Bou
zian by namo) wao here this morning & took off a lloroccan
testament (not complote) with great joy. He only knows the
Lord Josus as g prophet, but secems to feel his neod of Him.
He saild that at lecca where he had been on pllgrimago, all
the talk was so wicked 1t must be that Sidna Aissa was coming
soon to put averything right."

Dec.18th, " Villon has got to the Oued Soufe there too,
typhus has beern raging, & among those who have fallen in it
ig Sheikh Bolkassom of Kouinine, the young c¢hieftan in whose
heart we have long hoped lay hidden theé Pearl of great. prioce,
though he had never yot come to the selling all that he had
for the full winning of the heavenly— When we remcmber the
gontlo oarnestness with which ho listened and assonted, time
aftor tlme,'we cannot but hope that he too

S 7"p11 thoe Love bf Christ ahall learn
At His Feot in Paradisoc."

It may have becn he would have turned back: in the path

on oarth when he found that it led to Calvary.
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Dooc.25ths A good Christmas gift is more nows from E1l
Oued. Villon says, "all is prospering, thank GOD,., The
lantorn mootings are golng well« wc have. many overy ovan-
ing. ‘Yostorday we had about 70 boys & 40 men,' & all listen-
~edy  Wo have onc again toe-night & then wo go on to Xouinine
where we hope -to get the same house as .last Jlnter, for it
is empty.

Here wo ‘have again visited the Zaouia (i.e. native col-
loge), & tho Shoikh:has asked us for a blg Bible, for they
have.a little one only. 1 brought him one at once, and he
showed us his little one, well proserved, & other Gospels.
There. was -a. Sheikh there from a Touzer Zaouia, on his jcurney,
& we offered him another,: which ho aocepted." :

We rejoice so over ocach of theso Bibles placed in thelr
colleges- 1t is like . lodging dynamite in the crannies of
the fortress that seems to stand ‘so.strong.:

And so, though even the joys of this strangc yoar are
touched with sorrow, they look like the dusky - clouds of
‘dawn that may kindle up, any-moment, & next yeayr: may bring
the south wind & the spring-time. For the GOD.of Hope.is,
with us stili.
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